
GREAT  KNOT
Scientific Name: Calidris tenuirostris
Atlas Number: 401

Description: 

The Great Knot is a medium-sized shorebird with a 
straight, slender bill of medium length and a heavily 
streaked head and neck. In Australia, they are usually 
seen in non-breeding plumage, with grey upperparts 
with pale scalloping, and white underparts with heavy 

streaking on the neck, grading to spots on the breast. In 
breeding plumage, Great Knots have a black band 
across the chest, and black, white and reddish speckles 
on the upperparts.

Similar species: 

The Red Knot is slightly smaller with a shorter, more 
slender bill and a more prominent eyebrow, smaller 
spots on the underparts, and shorter wings. The Curlew 
Sandpiper is smaller and has a down curved bill.

Distribution: 

Great Knots occur around coastal areas in many parts of 
Australia during the southern summer. They breed in 
eastern Siberia, and when on migration they occur 
throughout coastal regions of eastern and South East 
Asia.

Habitat: 

In Australia, Great Knots inhabit intertidal mudflats and 
sandflats in sheltered coasts, including bays harbours 
and estuaries. They forage on the moist mud, and they 
often roost on beaches or in nearby low vegetation, such 
as mangroves or dune vegetation.

                              photo by Charles Dove                                                                    
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Feeding: 

Great Knots mostly eat bivalve molluscs, as well as snails, 
worms, crustaceans and, very occasionally, sea-
cucumbers. They feed by rapidly jabbing their bill into the 
soft mud of intertidal mudflats, especially along the 
water’s edge, taking prey from the surface of the mud or 
just below it. 

Breeding: 

Great Knots do not breed in Australia. Instead, they nest in 
Siberia during the northern summer, where they lay up to 
four eggs. Both sexes incubate the eggs, but only the male 
accompanies the broods of young.

Bird species cover text courtesy of http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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The Next Meeting will be the AGM elections to be held on November 11th 2019 

Special resolution "That a new Life Membership to the Illawarra Bird Observers Club be awarded" 

 

 
DEADLINE 27th October 2019 

For all articles & photos in the next IBOC newsletter PLEASE E-mail contributions:  

To Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au  or post to 3/15 Shepherd Street, Mollymook 2539. 

 

Keith Smith 

  

Monday 9th September 2019                                                                              by Ross Gowans 
 

Dr Nathan Emery 
 

A cool spring evening greeted those who had ventured forth, so what better spring subject than 

the noisy insects, Cicadas. Our presenter for the meeting was Dr Nathan Emery, a plant biologist 

at the Mt Annan Botanic Gardens. But his interest in cicadas is a life-long thing that started with 

his father taking the family collecting specimens when he was a child and carried on for the rest of 

his life. We all had our favourite or common Cicadas growing up and either welcomed or dreaded 

their arrival. But did you know there are around 750 known species but this could be as many as 

1000 and this is only talking about Australia. We have the greatest diversity of Cicadas but only 

350 have been scientifically described.  These amazing creatures range from the Sand Fairy at a 

diminutive 17 - 19mm over its wings to the mighty Razor Grinder coming in at an amazing 49 - 

53mm over its wings. 

These are truly great insects and deserve a longer look with their variety of size, colour, calls, 

volume and life cycles. You probably noticed I have not gone into their calls: I believe they make 

enough noise of their own and that you would have heard them. So if this spring/summer season 

you see Cicadas, look closer if you can take a photo and become a citizen scientist.  Below are 

some links Nathan had shown to contact him or report sightings. 

 

Email: nathan@cicadarama.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Cicadarama 

Website: www.cicadarama.com 

The iNaturalist project is 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/the-great-cicada-blitz-nsw-australia 

 
Nathan has also written a book "A photo guide to common Cicadas of the Greater Sydney Region" which can 
be found online at eBay under nature/ecology. 

 

   

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
mailto:nathan@cicadarama.com
http://www.facebook.com/Cicadarama
http://www.cicadarama.com/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/the-great-cicada-blitz-nsw-australia
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Wednesday 11th September 2019                            by Terry Edwell 

 

Rhododendron Park - Mount Pleasant 

 

We had a beautiful day for our walk on Wednesday. First of all, we walked up a fairly steep path to 

get to the beginning of the forest track. We noted several birds as we walked Wood Ducks, Superb 

Wren, Bower Bird, Yellow Robin, Lewins’ Honeyeater and a friendly Laughing Kookaburra flying 

around. 

 

We reached the forest and a few of us had a wander around where the creek was just about empty 

except for a couple of small pools. The park now has high fences to keep feral deer from entering 

and eating all the scrubs and plants.  We saw some evidence here of where the deer had been 

trying to eat the cabbage palms as it was still open to the escarpment and they could go where 

they wanted. The forest was fairly quiet we saw Yellow-tailed Black-cockatoos, Brown Cuckoo-dove, 

Brown Gerygone, Crimson Rosellas and at the end of the walk was a Superb Lyrebird giving its 

alarm call. 

 

When we came out of the forest walk into a grassed area, we had a good sighting of a small flock 

of Red-browed Finches.  Eastern Spinebills were seen and Eastern Whipbirds were heard and a 

Grey Fantail was dancing around from tree to tree. Other birds to be noted were White-browed 

Scrub Wrens and Yellow-throated Scrub Wrens, Wonga Pigeons calling and the beautiful call of the 

Grey Shrike-Thrush.  

 

We had our morning tea in a sheltered B.B.Q area where lovely flowering trees grew along the 

front. Our friendly Kookaburra joined us and perched on an old tree stump where the sun shone on 

his wings showing all the blue feather. It was a really enjoyable morning thanks go to Rupert for 

finding all our morning walk places and to Tom for writing down all our sightings. 

 

Bird List 

 

Rhododendron Park - 11th September 2019           12 Members            35 Species 

Australian Wood Duck Crimson Rosella Yellow Thornbill Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Pacific Black Duck Laughing Kookaburra Brown Thornbill Golden Whistler 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove Superb Lyrebird Spotted Pardalote Grey Shrike-thrush 

Wonga Pigeon White-throated Treecreeper Eastern Spinebill Pied Currawong 

Dusky Moorhen Satin Bowerbird Lewin’s Honeyeater Grey Fantail 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Superb Fairy-wren Yellow-faced Honeyeater Australian Raven 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Yellow-throated Scrubwren Little Wattlebird Eastern Yellow Robin 

Rainbow Lorikeet White-browed Scrubwren Red Wattlebird Red-browed Finch 

Australian King-Parrot Brown Gerygone Eastern Whipbird  

Sunday 15th September 2019                                                by Alan Cousins 

 
Australian Botanic Garden, Mount Annan 
 
17 members gathered at 9am in the main car park, the Australian Botanic Garden, Mount Annan on a clear crisp 
Spring morning. The displays of spring flowers were magnificent and attracting many visitors to the garden. As 
the carpark tends to become very busy on the weekends especially now that the spring blooms are out, we 
decided to leave the cars and walk over to and around Lake Sedgewick and Lake Fitzpatrick to see the water 
birds. Australian Wood Duck, Purple Swamphen, Pacific Black Duck, Eurasian Coot, Dusky Moorhen etc. We 
were treated to the sight of a pair of Masked Lapwings with two growing chicks. After traversing the lakes, we 
returned to the then full car park to the cars and proceeded around the one-way system to the Banksia Garden. 
The temperature had by now steadily climbed much higher and it was pleasant to sit and have morning tea. After 
this satisfying interlude we walked along the road to the track which led to a small pond where Swift Parrots had 
been seen previously by some members, we had also been informed that the parrots were still around. Much to 
our delight they were still there and most of us got a good sighting and also some photographs. After a fair time 
watching and photographing the Swift parrots (a Red-rumped Parrot was also spotted along with numerous other 
species) we returned to Banksia Garden for lunch. 
Following lunch we again drove the one-way system to Lake Nadungamba which is up by the main entrance to 
the garden in the hope of seeing the Baillon’s Crake which had been reported there, unfortunately it had departed 
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but we did manage to see a magnificent Mistletoebird and Scarlet Honeyeater and our bird count had steadily 
climbed to 59 species. By now the time was going by so we decided to call it a day. It was a lovely day spotting 
and enjoying others company.  
 
Thank you, all members who attended. It was very nice to have one of our newest member Sheena McGhee join 
us. 
 

Bird List  

Mt Annan      15th September 2019                17 Members             59 Species 
Australian Wood Duck Purple Swamphen Eastern Spinebill Grey Fantail 

Grey Teal Dusky Moorhen Yellow-faced Honeyeater Willie Wagtail 

Pacific Black Duck Eurasian Coot White-plumed Honeyeater Australian Raven 

Hardhead Masked Lapwing Bell Miner Magpie Lark 

Australasian Grebe Galah Noisy Miner White-winged Chough 

Spotted Dove Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Little Wattlebird Australian Reed Warbler 

Crested Pigeon Rainbow Lorikeet Red Wattlebird Welcome Swallow 

Little Pied Cormorant Australian King-Parrot Scarlet Honeyeater Fairy Martin 

Little Black Cormorant Eastern Rosella Noisy Friarbird Red-whiskered Bulbul 

Cattle Egret Swift Parrot Eastern Whipbird Common Blackbird 

White-faced Heron Red-rumped Parrot Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Common Myna 

Australian White Ibis Laughing Kookaburra Olive-Backed Oriole Mistletoebird 

Royal Spoonbill Satin Bowerbird Grey Butcherbird Red-browed Finch 

Grey Goshawk Superb Fairy-wren Australian Magpie European Goldfinch 

Nankeen Kestrel Spotted Pardalote Pied Currawong  

 
 

  
Swift Parrot                                                                                           Owlet Nightjar 

By Ross Gowans 

 
 

More Murray & Mallee Memories                                                        by Ken Brown 

 

At the time of writing for the last newsletter, our little band of birders had arrived in Gol Gol, having 

crossed the Murrumbidgee at Wagga Wagga and meandered down the Murray, with three nights in 

Echuca and two nights in Swan Hill.  Up to that point our most productive sites for species had been 

the Marrambidya Wetland at Wagga Wagga and the riverbank walk from the caravan park at Swan 

Hill.  However, for a number of birds it was hard to go past Round Lake (south of Swan Hill, just 

east of the larger Lake Boga).  There were several hundred Coots on the water with over 60 Black 

Swans and many other water birds.  At Kow Swamp we were almost blown away with the wind 

coming off the water but it didn’t seem to worry the large number of Whistling Kites in the area.  

The Gunbower town was a delightful spot for lunch beside the river, but the national park there 

was rather dry of water and birds, apart from a Brown Falcon sitting right beside the road as we 

drove in. 

Around Mildura the Etiwanda Wetland was a very pleasant walk with a good number of birds, 

including Variegated Fairy-Wrens, which were also at the delightful Mildura Botanic Gardens.  From 

Mildura we motored down into South Australia, lunching at Renmark, overlooking the intriguingly 

eccentric houseboat of the Chookman and listening to his songs. 

Arriving at Waikerie we were joined by Peter and Judy and our band of 8 was now complete.  With 

good weather forecast we headed out to Gluepot the next day and were pleased to find the grader 

had been on the road recently so we had an easy drive in.  Our first walk was the Airstrip Walk and 

almost our first bird to see was a Gilbert’s Whistler.  The other birds on this walk included the 

Splendid Fairy-Wren and the Southern Whiteface, so while we did not see a lot of birds, we were 
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very pleased with those we saw.  We spent the day moving around another 6 sites in Gluepot and 

saw a number of interesting birds, including some we did not see elsewhere on the trip, such as 

the Chestnut-rumped Thornbill and the Brown-headed and White-eared Honeyeaters. 

The next morning, we started at Banrock Station where we had one of our longer walks (earning a 

nice morning tea) but the wetlands were completely dry so the water birds were not about.  We 

moved on to Moorook Game Reserve for a very pleasant lunch on the riverbank with the ubiquitous 

Whistling Kites and yellow rosellas.  Here we also had our first viewing of White-fronted Chats.  The 

following day Hart Lagoon, just down the road from the caravan park, gave us one of our largest 

species counts with a wide variety of raptors and water birds.  Morning tea at Ramco Lagoon was 

a pleasant spot, watching hundreds of swallows and two families of Shelducks with young. 

After four nights in Waikerie we had one of our longest drives to Naracoorte and then went out to 

Bool Lagoon the next day.  A bit breezy when we were there, but a great spot for birdwatching with 

good vantage points for views out over the water and reed beds.  The Magpie Geese were here and 

also our only sightings of Beautiful Firetail and European Goldfinch.  Some of us went on to the 

Naracoorte Caves where the rangers pointed out a pair of Tawny Frogmouths before leading us 

underground.  We left Robyn and John there to make their way home while the remaining six of us 

went on to Dimboola.  Two nights in Dimboola gave us time to look at sites in the Little Desert NP.  

Different environments with sandhills, river banks and woodland gave us a good variety of birds, 

but not the elusive Mallee Fowl we had been hoping for. 

Further up the road and two nights at Hopetoun gave us access to Wyperfield NP.  The first 

afternoon we entered on the southern side and saw a number of birds, but still not the Mallee Fowl, 

despite doing the walk named in their honour.  The next day Peter and Judy left us for home, 

leaving just Peter & Mavis and Sue & Ken to enter Wyperfield from the Patchewollock side, where 

we did see a pair of very large Mallee Fowl, but maybe they don’t count as they were made from 

corrugated iron.  In the park we saw Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos and had morning tea watching a 

pair of Striped Honeyeaters building their nest.  Ken then foolishly suggested making a round trip 

from the Snowdrift campground to the Casuarina campground which resulted in us getting stuck in 

some very soft sand.  Fortunately, Peter had the equipment and experience to get us out and we 

eventually had a late lunch watching a large number of White-winged Trillers. 

Our last stay was two nights at Robinvale where the walk around the wetlands to Euston was 

productive, showing up a pair of Regent Parrots and two pairs of nesting Whistling Kites.  We had 

a pleasant last day together at Hattah-Kulkyne NP where there were a number of interesting water 

birds, particularly at Hattah Lake. 

Overall, we had a wonderful 3 weeks, with great company and very good caravan parks and birding 

sites.  Many thanks to Betty for her thorough planning and organisation.  It was a great pity she 

could not join us on the trip. 
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Bird list Murrumbidgee Trip 2019                                                          134 Species 

Emu Whistling Kite Pallid Cuckoo Rufous Whistler 
Helmeted Guineafowl Black Kite Fan-tailed Cuckoo Grey Shrike-thrush 
Magpie Goose Brown Goshawk Southern Boobook Dusky Woodswallow 
Musk Duck Spotted Harrier Laughing Kookaburra Grey Butcherbird 
Black Swan Swamp Harrier Brown Treecreeper Pied Butcherbird 
Australian Shelduck Wedge-tailed Eagle Superb Fairy-wren Australian Magpie 
Australian Wood Duck Little Eagle Splendid Fairy-wren Grey Currawong  
Pink-eared Duck Nankeen Kestrel Variegated Fairy-wren Grey Fantail 
Australasian Shoveler Brown Falcon White-browed Scrubwren Willie Wagtail 
Grey Teal Peregrine Falcon Weebill Australian Raven 
Chestnut Teal Purple Swamphen Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Little Raven 
Northern Mallard Dusky Moorhen Yellow-rumped Thornbill Magpie-lark 
Pacific Black Duck Eurasian Coot Buff-rumped Thornbill White-winged Chough  
Hardhead Black-winged Stilt Southern Whiteface Apostlebird 
Australasian Grebe Red-necked Avocet Striated Pardalote Jacky Winter 
Hoary-headed Grebe Black-fronted Dotterel Singing Honeyeater Red-capped Robin 
Rock Dove Masked Lapwing White-eared Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 
Crested Pigeon Gull-billed Tern Yellow-plumed Honeyeater Australian Reed-Warbler 
Peaceful Dove Caspian Tern White-plumed Honeyeater Little Grassbird 
Tawny Frogmouth Silver Gull Noisy Miner Rufous Songlark 
Australasian Darter Major Mitchell's Cockatoo Yellow-throated Miner Silvereye 
Little Pied Cormorant Galah Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Welcome Swallow 
Great Cormorant Long-billed Corella Red Wattlebird Fairy Martin 
Little Black Cormorant Little Corella White-fronted Chat Tree Martin 
Australian Pelican Sulphur-crested Cockatoo New Holland Honeyeater Common Blackbird 
White-necked Heron Cockatiel Brown-headed Honeyeater Common Starling 
Eastern Great Egret Rainbow Lorikeet Blue-faced Honeyeater Mistletoebird 
White-faced Heron Musk Lorikeet Noisy Friarbird Red-browed Finch 
Nankeen Night-Heron Regent Parrot Little Friarbird Beautiful Firetail 
Australian White Ibis Crimson Rosella Striped Honeyeater House Sparrow 
Straw-necked Ibis Eastern Rosella White-browed Babbler Australasian Pipit 
Royal Spoonbill Australian Ringneck Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike  
Yellow-billed Spoonbill Blue Bonnet White-winged Triller  
Black-shouldered Kite Red-rumped Parrot Gilbert's Whistler  

 

 
 

 
A few images from the 

Murrumbidgee Trip  

By Peter Salvair 

 

Laughing Kookaburras 

 

Superb Fairy-wren male 

 

Yellow Plumed Honeyeater 

 

Southern Whiteface 
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Above: Peter Fackender pulling us out of the sand 

 

Right: Ken tobogganing down the sandhill at the 

Wyperfield Snowdrift campground 

France stops hunting curlews 

The French Council of State has modified the decree allowing the legal hunting of some 6,000 

Eurasian Curlews during the 2019/20 season, fixing the quota at zero to meet France's obligations 

under the EU Birds Directive. 

 
No more Eurasian Curlews will be shot in 

France during the 2019/20 season (W 

Schulenburg). 

The ruling will kick in with immediate 

effect, meaning that no more curlews will 

be legally shot in France this autumn and 

winter. Only weeks ago, the French 

government dismissed expert advice – 

including recommendations from their 

own committee (Comité d’Experts sur la 

Gestion Adaptative) – regarding 

renewing a moratorium suspending the 

hunting of the threatened wader, which 

expired on 31 July. 

This decision, which caused uproar among conservationists and birders across Europe, was also in 

contravention to its obligations under the African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird Agreement (AEWA). 

As a result, the turnaround by the French government comes as sensible and welcome news. 

https://www.birdguides.com/species/redirect/24955
https://www.birdguides.com/news/legal-hunting-of-eurasian-curlew-to-go-ahead-in-france/
https://www.birdguides.com/news/legal-hunting-of-eurasian-curlew-to-go-ahead-in-france/
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RARE, 'DALMATION-LIKE' SPOTTED MAGPIE 
PHOTOGRAPHED BESIDE VICTORIAN ROAD 

ABC Mid North Coast  By Emma Siossian  

Sandy Goddard was travelling from work this 
week, on a road she uses most days, when an 
unusual sight caught her eye. 
"I spotted him on the side of the road just outside 
of Geelong, in Victoria," Ms Goddard said.  
"I thought it was a weird looking rock at first. Then 
he moved!" 
Ms Goddard enjoys bird photography and said she 
was lucky to capture some clear images, after 
stopping on the side of the road.  
"I really hope he doesn't get hit by a car, it's a 
bloody busy road," she said. 
"He was right out the front of a house and they 
probably see him everyday and don't even realise 
how special it is." 
Magpie a rare bird 
Birdlife Australia's Mick Roderick, said the bird's 
unusual spots were caused by a rare condition 
called leucism, a genetic variation in the cells 
responsible for producing black pigment. 
"Birders would probably describe [it] as being 
'piebald', but its plumage is explained by a 
condition called 'leucism'," he said. 
"It's very uncommon. 
"This bird has a good mix of dark (normal) and 
leucistic feathers, which is what makes it look 
piebald." 
Last year, a rare white leucistic magpie was found 
in Adelaide Parklands. 

Almost one-third fewer birds in North America than in 1970 
SMH – Seth Borenstein - 21/9/19 
 

Washington: North America's skies are lonelier and quieter as nearly 3 billion fewer wild birds soar in the air than 
in 1970, a comprehensive study shows.The new study focuses on the drop in sheer numbers of birds, not 
extinctions. The bird population in the United States and Canada was probably about 10.1 billion nearly half a 
century ago and has fallen 29 per cent to about 7.2 billion birds, according to a study in Thursday's journal Science. 
"People need to pay attention to the birds around them because they are slowly disappearing," said study lead 
author Kenneth Rosenberg, a Cornell University conservation scientist. "One of the scary things about the results 
is that it is happening right under our eyes. We might not even notice it until it's too late." Rosenberg and 
colleagues projected population data using weather radar, 13 bird surveys going back to 1970 and computer 
modelling to come up with trends for 529 species of North American birds. That's not all species, but more than 
three-quarters of them and most of the missed species are quite rare, Rosenberg said. Using weather radar data, 
which captures flocks of migrating birds, is a new method, he said. "This is a landmark paper. It's put numbers to 
everyone's fears about what's going on," said Joel Cracraft, curator-in-charge for ornithology of the American 
Museum of Natural History, who wasn't part of the study. "It's even more stark than what many of us might have 
guessed," Cracraft said. 
 
Every year University of Connecticut's Margaret Rubega, the state ornithologist, gets calls from people noticing 
fewer birds. And this study, of which she wasn't part, highlights an important problem, she said. "If you came out 
of your house one morning and noticed that a third of all the houses in your neighbourhood were empty, you'd 
rightly conclude that something threatening was going on," Rubega said in an email. "Three billion of our 
neighbours, the ones who eat the bugs that destroy our food plants and carry diseases like equine encephalitis, 
are gone. I think we all ought to think that's threatening." Some of the most common and recognisable birds are 
taking the biggest hits, even though they are not near disappearing yet, Rosenberg said. The common House 
Sparrow was at the top of the list for losses, as were many other Sparrows. The population of Eastern 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/midnorthcoast/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/emma-siossian/7148568
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-22/what-is-a-leucistic-magpie/10019352
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-22/what-is-a-leucistic-magpie/10019352
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Meadowlarks has shrivelled by more than three-quarters with the Western Meadowlark nearly as hard hit. 
Bobwhite quail numbers are down 80 per cent, Rosenberg said. Grassland birds in general are less than half what 
they used to be, he said. 
 
Not all bird populations are shrinking. For example, Bluebirds are increasing, mostly because people have worked 
hard to get their numbers up. Rosenberg, a birdwatcher since he was three, has seen this firsthand over more 
than 60 years. When he was younger there would be "invasions" of evening Grosbeaks that his father would take 
him to see in Upstate New York with 200 to 300 birds around one feeder. Now, he said, people get excited when 
they see 10 Grosbeaks. The research only covered wild birds, not domesticated ones such as chickens. 
Rosenberg's study didn't go into what's making wild birds dwindle away, but he pointed to past studies that blame 
habitat loss, cats and windows. "Every field you lose, you lose the birds from that field," he said. "We know that 
so many things are killing birds in large numbers, like cats and windows." Experts say habitat loss was the No.1 
reason for bird loss. A 2015 study said cats kill 2.6 billion birds each year in the United States and Canada, while 
window collisions kill another 624 million and cars another 214 million. That's why people can do their part by 
keeping cats indoors, treating their home windows to reduce the likelihood that birds will crash into them, stopping 
pesticide and insecticide use at home, said Sara Hallager, bird curator at the Smithsonian Institution. 
 
"We can reverse that trend," Hallager said. "We can turn the tide." 

 

 

Evolutionary drivers of seasonal plumage colours: colour change by 

moult correlates with sexual selection, predation risk and seasonality 

across passerines 
Read the full text 

 

Abstract 
Some birds undergo seasonal colour change by moulting twice each year, typically alternating 

between a cryptic, non‐breeding plumage and a conspicuous, breeding plumage (‘seasonal 

plumage colours’). We test for potential drivers of the evolution of seasonal plumage colours in 

all passerines (N = 5901 species, c. 60% of all birds). Seasonal plumage colours are 

uncommon, having appeared on multiple occasions but more frequently lost during evolution. 

The trait is more common in small, ground‐foraging species with polygynous mating systems, 

no paternal care and strong sexual dichromatism, suggesting it evolved under strong sexual 

selection and high predation risk. Seasonal plumage colours are also more common in species 

predicted to have seasonal breeding schedules, such as migratory birds and those living in 

seasonal climates. We propose that seasonal plumage colours have evolved to resolve a trade‐
off between the effects of natural and sexual selection on colouration, especially in seasonal 

environments. 

 

 

RARE, WHITE FAIRY-WREN PHOTOGRAPHED IN WESTERN VICTORIA 
By Australian Geographic | September 25, 2019 

  

Photographer Wendy Bernhardt was in the right 

place at the right time to capture this rare, white 
Superb Fairy- wren. 

 
PHOTOGRAPHER Wendy Bernhardt had heard 
rumours that there was a white Fairy-wren 

around certain parts of western Victoria, and 
after a few weeks, she managed to come across 

it. 
 
Based on the length of the tail feather, the bird 

is a Superb Fairy- wren (Malurus cyaneus) with 
leucism, and most likely male. 

 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ele.13375
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 Twitchathon 2019 registrations are open!  

  
Is spring your favourite time to head out birding?  
Do you like getting together with your friends to see how many birds you can see?  
Would you like to raise money for threatened bird conservation? 
Then the Twitchathon is the race for you! 
  
 For over 30 years, hundreds of passionate birdwatchers have been racing around the countryside, 

last year 120   teams competed in this unique sporting event. The aim? To see or hear as many 

bird species as possible and help   protect our birdlife for years to come.  
 In 2019, the BirdLife Australia National Twitchathon is back, bigger and better than ever. Whether 

it’s your   first-time   spotting or you’re a fully-fledged twitcher, the Twitchathon caters for all 

birders.  
  

This year, the event will be held on the weekend of 26–27 October in all states and territories. 
  

 
  

JOIN THE RACE 
 This year there are three different events, all you have to do is, choose an event, form a team, 

and start   planning a   route and fundraising strategy! 
 The Big Weekend is a marathon bird-race where teams try to collect as large a species total as 

possible   with   maximum habitat coverage—winning teams regularly record over a quarter of all 

Australia’s birds. 

 
 For those with less time, The Big Day race gives teams half a day to spot as many birds as they 

can. This   more   relaxed event avoids the need for teams to camp overnight, and even includes 

an optional lunch   break. 
 The Birdathon is suitable for everyone, young and old, experienced and novice. Each team has 

three 1-   hour blocks to birdwatch over the course of the day, which they can choose to use at any 

time, and in any place. So, one hour (or more) could be spent at your local park or wetland, or it 

could be that patch of mallee or rainforest that’s a few   hours’ drive away. register a team here. 
  

 SPONSOR A TEAM OR A STATE BIRD! 
Each year, the Twitchathon raises funds that go towards a different bird conservation initiative in 

each   state.  

 
In 2018, we raised over $45,000 for our most threatened species, this year we're aiming higher, 

our goal is $60,000. Even if you are busy on  the race weekend, you can still play an important 

role by sponsoring a team or by donating  directly to your state cause.  
  
 To learn more about each state’s conservation project, please visit our 2019 action page 
 We look forward to seeing you out and about.  
  

 

Cheers 
The Twitchathon team. 

 

 

https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2ftwitchathon.birdlife.org.au&srcid=143071&srctid=1&erid=17781250&trid=dd26c6dd-bc0a-4d61-ba7a-8b90abab574e
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2ftwitchathon.birdlife.org.au&srcid=143071&srctid=1&erid=17781250&trid=dd26c6dd-bc0a-4d61-ba7a-8b90abab574e
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2ftwitchathon.birdlife.org.au&srcid=143071&srctid=1&erid=17781250&trid=dd26c6dd-bc0a-4d61-ba7a-8b90abab574e
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2ftwitchathon.birdlife.org.au&srcid=143071&srctid=1&erid=17781250&trid=dd26c6dd-bc0a-4d61-ba7a-8b90abab574e
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2ftwitchathon.birdlife.org.au&srcid=143071&srctid=1&erid=17781250&trid=dd26c6dd-bc0a-4d61-ba7a-8b90abab574e
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2ftwitchathon.birdlife.org.au&srcid=143071&srctid=1&erid=17781250&trid=dd26c6dd-bc0a-4d61-ba7a-8b90abab574e
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2ftwitchathon.birdlife.org.au&srcid=143071&srctid=1&erid=17781250&trid=dd26c6dd-bc0a-4d61-ba7a-8b90abab574e
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2ftwitchathon.birdlife.org.au&srcid=143071&srctid=1&erid=17781250&trid=dd26c6dd-bc0a-4d61-ba7a-8b90abab574e
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2ftwitchathon.birdlife.org.au&srcid=143071&srctid=1&erid=17781250&trid=dd26c6dd-bc0a-4d61-ba7a-8b90abab574e
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Terry Edwell 

was lucky to find the Powerful 

Owl roosting behind their 

property in Balgownie 

  

Brown Falcon 

 

 

Red-necked Avocet 

Crimson Chat 

 

 

Pam Hazelwood 

Enjoyed their recent trip 

around Bourke to Lake 

Cargelligo 
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MONTHLY SIGHTINGS: - August/September 2019    compiled by Darryl Goldrick 

SPECIES NUMBER DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Australian Shelduck 1 fem  03-Sep-19 Moss Vale area Farm dam David Eddington 

Black-winged Stilt 4 10/09/2019 Lake Illawarra Sth Foreshore mudflats Darryl Goldrick 

Australasian Grebe 2 24/08/2019 Dolphin Point Dam Charles Dove 

Brown Cuckoo-dove 6 15/09/2019 Burrill Lake Forest Charles Dove 

Sooty Oystercatcher 2 2/09/2019 Bellambi Rockshelf Tom/Joan Wylie 

Intermediate Egret 1 10/09/2019 Lake Illawarra Sth Foreshore mudflats Darryl Goldrick 

Red-capped Plover 7 5/09/2019 Dolphin Point Tidal Rock Charles Dove 

Hooded Plover 3 8/09/2019 Ulladulla Beach Charles Dove 

White-faced Heron 1 10/09/2019 Lake Illawarra Sth Foreshore mudflats Darryl Goldrick 

Eastern Reef Egret 1 7/09/2019 Ulladulla Tidal Rock Charles Dove 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 2 22/08/2019 Fairy Meadow Roadside, Memorial Drive Mike Morphett 

Pacific Baza 1 9/09/2019 Yallah Roadkill Steve Dillon 

Whistling Kite 1 11/09/2019 Milton Overhead Charles Dove 

Brown Goshawk 2 14/09/2019 Mollymook Forest Charles Dove 

Brown Goshawk 2(pr) 1-4/9/19 Balgownie Escarpment Rainforest Joan Zealey 

Nankeen Kestrel 2 11/09/2019 Milton Paddock Charles Dove 

Australian Hobby 1 8/09/2019 Swamp Rd, Jamberoo Powerlines K&D Eddington 

Peregrine Falcon 1 27/08/2019 Keiraville O'head - sportsfield Ian McKinlay 

Bar-tailed Godwit 4 10/09/2019 Lake Illawarra Sth Mudflats Darryl Goldrick 

Eastern Curlew 1 10/09/2019 Lake Illawarra Sth Foreshore mudflats Darryl Goldrick 

Long-billed Corella 8 10/09/2019 Lake Illawarra STH Grassy foreshore Darryl Goldrick 

Australian King-Parrot 15 15/09/2019 Burrill Lake Forest Charles Dove 

Australian King-Parrot 2 7/09/2019 Avondale Residential? Neil Wheway 

Eastern Rosella 2 20/09/2019 West Wollongong suburban Backyard Chris Cartledge 

Eastern Koel 1heard 3/09/2019 Bellambi Residential Tom/Joan Wylie 

Eastern Koel 1heard 30/08/2019 Avondale Backyard Neil Wheway 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 10/09/2019 Ulladulla Forest Charles Dove 

Powerful Owl 1 6/08/2019 Balgownie Roosting - adj creek Terry Edwell 

Azure Kingfisher 1 20/09/2019 Ulladulla Creek Charles Dove 

Variegated Fairy-wren 4 26/08/2019 Thirroul-McCauleys Beach Native Rasberry/Lomandra Ian McKinlay 

Brown Gerygone 7 25/08/2019 Burrill Lake Forest Charles Dove 

Spotted Pardalote 2 26/08/2019 Milton Rainforest Charles Dove 

Scarlet Honeyeater 1m 8/09/2019 Mollymook Shrub Charles Dove 

Scarlet Honeyeater 1m 20/09/2019 Ulladulla Forest Charles Dove 

Eastern Whipbird 2m/f 7/09/2019 Mollymook Bush Charles Dove 

Golden Whistler 2m/f 25/08/2019 Burrill Lake Forest Charles Dove 

Golden Whistler 1m 20/09/2019 Lake Tabourie Forest Charles Dove 

Rose Robin 1 25/08/2019 Burrill Lake Forest Charles Dove 

Golden-headed Cisticola 14 11/09/2019 Milton Paddock Charles Dove 

Silvereye 50 25/08/2019 Burrill Lake Forest Charles Dove 

Bassian Thrush 1 24/08/2019 Lake Conjola Paddock Charles Dove 

Red-browed Finch 30 24/08/2019 Fishermans Paradise Clearing Charles Dove 

Australasian Pipit 4 11/09/2019 Milton Paddock Charles Dove 

 

Thank you for all of your postings, unfortunately I had to omit some due to lack of space. Nonetheless, all will be entered 
into the club database. The migrants are on their return journey with a few early Koel postings. Keep a sharp eye out for 

the unexpected given the continuing drought conditions west of the Escarpment. Darryl Goldrick. 

 

 

Copyright 2017 All rights reserved. 
While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors 

or omissions in this newsletter and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter 
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I.B.O.C. 2019 Annual General Meeting 
Monday 11th November 2019 

 
Nomination Forms for Positions on 2020 Committee 

These forms are included in this newsletter to allow time for completed nomination forms to reach the 
Secretary no later than Monday 4th November 2019. 

Completed Nomination Forms should be posted to the club mailbox 

P.O. Box 56 Fairy Meadow 2519 or handed to the Secretary prior to this date. 

Please note that all nominations must be signed and dated by the Nominee, the Nominator and 
the Seconder, as well as clearly indicating the position sought. 

If any of these are missing the nomination will be invalid. 

If no valid nomination forms are received for a position, then nominations will be called from the floor of 
the Annual General Meeting on 11th November 2019. 

The positions to be elected are: 

President; Vice-President; Secretary, Treasurer and 4 Committee Members. 

If you are interested in assisting in any of the non-elected positions 

i.e. Records Officer, Activities Officer (Monthly Walks), Activities Officer (Mid-Week Walks), 
Activities Officer (Camps), Editor, Librarian, please let the President know prior to the AGM. 

 

NOMINATION FOR IBOC OFFICE BEARERS - 2020 

The AGM will be held at the start of the November meeting and nominations are invited for the 
following positions: 

President; Vice-President; Treasurer; Secretary and Four (4) Committee Members. 

Nominations should be received in writing by the Secretary no later than 7 days prior to the 
meeting. 

**Nominations are required to reach the Secretary by Monday 4th November 2019** 

 
Position nominated: ________________________________________________+ 

 

Members Name:_______________________________ Signature:_______________________    Date____________ 

 

Nominated by: ______________________________ Signature: ___________________Date: __________ 

 

Seconded by: _____________________________ Signature: _____________________Date: __________ 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: All other positions are also available but these are not Committee 
positions and nominations are not required. 
 


