
LONG-BILLED CORELLA
Scientific Name: Cacatua tenuirostris
Atlas Number:  272

Description: 
The Long-billed Corella is a medium-sized white 
cockatoo with a short crest (not always visible) and 
short tail, stocky body and a distinctive long upper 
mandible to its bill. There is a faint yellowish wash on 
the undersides of its wings and tail, and orange-red 
splashes on its forehead, throat and an orange-red 

crescent across its upper breast. The eye ring is pale 
grey-blue. It is a conspicuous and gregarious species, 
often seen foraging in large flocks on the ground.

Similar species: 
The Long-billed Corella might be confused with the 
Little Corella, C. sanguinea, but can be distinguished by 
its long slim upper bill, bright orange-red head patches 
and orange-red markings on its breast. It is also slightly 
larger and heavier, and has a shorter tail than the Little 
Corella.

Distribution: 
The Long-billed Corella is normally found only in the 
extreme south-east of Australia from south-eastern 
South Australia through western Victoria to southern 
New South Wales. However, it has established 
populations in other parts of eastern Australia (probably 
from escaped cage birds).

Habitat: 
The Long-billed Corella prefers grassy woodlands and 
grasslands, including pasture and crops, as well as parks 
in urban areas.

Feeding: 
Grass seeds are the preferred diet of Long-billed 
Corellas, particularly those from grain crops. They also 
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eat corms, bulbs and roots, especially from the weed onion 
grass, Romulea. Insects are also eaten. Native food plants 
include Murnong, Microseris lanceolata, but about 90 % of 
the diet now includes introduced food plants.

Breeding: 
Long-billed Corellas form monogamous pairs and both 
parents prepare the nest, incubate the eggs and feed the 
young. Nests are made in the hollows of large old 
eucalypts, and sometimes in cavities of loose gravelly cliffs 
(scoria). The eggs are laid on a lining of decayed wood.

Living with us
The Long-billed Corella can become a pest of grain crops 
and fruit trees, and permits are sometimes issued for 
shooting pest birds. It is quite successful in areas where 
feral populations have established themselves. However, 
the overall population may be in decline because of loss of 
suitable nesting sites (old trees with hollows) throughout 
its original range.

Bird species cover text courtesy of http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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MARCH ACTIVITIES 

CLUB MEETING: 
Monday 12th at 7.30pm 

Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr. of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way Fairy Meadow. 

 
The Impact of the Noisy Miner presented by Richard Major 
The Noisy Miner, also known as the Soldierbird, is well known to residents of eastern Australia because it seems 
to appreciate our landscape designs. Whether in urban or rural settings, this pugnacious Australian honeyeater 
thrives in the mixture of trees and grasslands that humans tend to nurture. Noisy Miners have reputations as 

bullies, attacking birds that are smaller than themselves and driving them from their territories. Noisy Miners 
reduce the abundance of small insect- and nectar-feeders by more than 50 %, even at densities as low as 0.65 
miners per hectare. 
Noisy Miners are a serious biodiversity problem, and “Aggressive exclusion of birds from woodland and forest 
habitat by abundant Noisy Miners” has been listed as a key threatening process both in New South Wales and 
nationally.  But how do we manage this threat?  Due to their complex social structures, Noisy Miners are expected 

to be slower to recolonise areas from which they have been removed than are the small, pair-nesting species 

that they threaten.  Accordingly, culling of Miners has the potential to be a cost-effective method of habitat 
restoration for small, declining birds.  This talk reports on the results of an experimental study in 24 remnant 
woodlands in rural New South Wales, which investigates the feasibility of Noisy Miner control. 
 

Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a mug for supper after the meeting. 

 

Wednesday 14th   at 9.00am                    Leader Charles Dove 
 

Audley Weir - Royal National Park 

COMBINED PICNIC/BBQ WITH CUMBERLAND BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB – 

COME AND JOIN US FOR A GREAT DAY 

Meet at 9.00am at the Audley end of the park in the Wattle Forest Picnic Area. Going north through 

the park, turn sharp left just before the café, kiosk & carpark (NB this is before you reach the weir). 

Going south through the park from Loftus cross the weir, and immediately after the café & kiosk 

fork right. In either case then follow this road right, across a white painted wooden bridge, turn 

sharp left, following the road for some distance into a large picnic area. 
 

National Parks parking fee. entry fee of $12 unless you have a National Parks pass. 

Remember your sunscreen and insect repellent. 
 

In the event of inclement weather phone Charles Dove 0417 422 302 7am or after 

 

Sunday18th at 9am         Leader Alan Cousins 
 

White Sands Walking Track (Greenfields Beach to Plantation Point) 

Meet at 9am at Greenfields Beach car park. 

Follow Princes Highway from Wollongong to Jervis Bay left lane turning and travel for approx. 12km’s 

(avoid left turn for Huskisson) take left turn off roundabout to Vincentia (The Wool Road) to Vincentia 

roundabout, take second exit going east on Elizabeth Drive, follow to end and turn left into Sutton 

Street which is Greenfields Beach car park. 

Bring morning tea and lunch. We will carry morning tea and return to Greenfields Beach for lunch. 

There are facilities at Greenfields Beach picnic area, Blenheim Beach and Plantation Point. 
 

Contact Alan or Anne on 42833197 or 0413869534 before 7am if the weather is doubtful 

 

Next Committee Meeting on the 19th March 2018  

The next committee meeting will be at 2pm on Monday 19th March 2018 at the home of Terry & Mark 

Edwell.  28 Blanchard Crescent Balgownie 2519. 

Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting. 

 

DEADLINE 28th March 2018 

For all articles & photos in the next IBOC newsletter PLEASE E-mail contributions:  

To Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au  or post to 3/15 Shepherd Street, Mollymook 2539.  

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
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MEETING REPORT 
 
First meeting for 2018 and we have a good turnout for 
the second instalment of Bill and Joan’s excellent 

adventure South American version. They had 

previously presented the North America section of this 
trip as there were fewer images to sort and this was 

actually the second instalment even though they had 
travelled there first. 

They had travelled from home to the Pantanal region of 
Brazil; even this involved other tourist type activities 

with stops at Igauzu Falls. They had gone a long while 
without hearing from their tour leader but were 

pleasantly surprised with the accommodation and other 
arrangements on arrival. 

Being the first arriving birdos for the season, straight 
after the wet, they found the area still with high water 

levels with some roads still closed which made for lots 
of adventure reaching bird watching sights by road and 

boat. 

So with all this going on, their twice daily bird and wildlife watching, dawn starts and 
late evening finishes in the Pantanal and other bordering areas, delivered up a total 

of 250 species for the week. This provided great material and images for an excellent 
presentation. 

Thank you, Bill and Joan. 
 

Ross Gowans 
 

Windang February Evening Walk – 7th February 2018-                                          Bill Zealey 

 

Seventeen of us met at the end of the roadway to Windang Surf Club at 5pm on a 

warm clear evening...very different from our Windang walk last year. There weren’t 
many birds about, even at mid-tide, but the walk out to the lake entrance was 

enjoyable. The shoreline had continued to be eroded back to the rock barrier which 
was now totally exposed for much of its length. We all enjoyed meeting up again 

after what seemed a long, hot January. 

Bird List for Windang Estuary Walk 7/02/2018    33 Species                        24 Members  

Rock Dove Black-shouldered Kite Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Rufous Whistler 

Spotted Dove White-bellied Sea-Eagle Rainbow Lorikeet Australasian Figbird 

Crested Pigeon Masked Lapwing Eastern Koel Grey Butcherbird 

Little Pied Cormorant Caspian Tern Superb Fairy-wren Australian Magpie 

Great Cormorant Crested Tern Eastern Spinebill Willie Wagtail 

Little Black Cormorant Silver Gull Little Wattlebird Australian Raven 

 Pied Cormorant Long-billed Corella Red Wattlebird Silvereye 

Australian Pelican Little Corella New Holland Honeyeater Welcome Swallow 

White-faced Heron    
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Tallawarra Ash Ponds, Saturday 17th February 2018              By Jann Gowans 

 
It was an early start (only 8:30 but you know me!) and we pulled up to a nearly full car park.  There 

were 15 of us, including newer members, Carol and Patsy, hoping for cloud cover and breeze to keep 

the heat tolerable.  There were numerous Dollarbirds occupying the wires and various other species 

in the surrounds of the car park and at the gate where we gathered prior to heading off.  Twittering 

White-browed Scrubwrens and Yellow Thornbills were glimpsed in the She-oaks and an Azure 

Kingfisher observed on the creek as we made our way out to head counter-clockwise around the loop.  

A pair of Australian Hobbies were briefly sighted and re-joined us later on, with everyone seeing them 

fairly closely.  Superb Fairy-wrens leapt about in the bushes and Willie Wagtails seemed to be filling 

the gap for cattle egrets as they danced around near the horses. 

Thankfully, the ponds on the western side had water and numerous species were tallied including 

Black Swan (one with cygnets), Coots, several Cormorants, Purple Swamphen, Australasian Grebe, 

Wood Ducks, Shovelers and Pacific Black Ducks.  It was good to see Black-winged Stilts and Black-

fronted Dotterel as well.  There were ongoing calls to look up and identify Raptors, including an adult 

and an immature White-bellied Sea-Eagle swooping over us.  Around morning tea time, one pond 

delivered a bonanza with great views of Pink-eared Ducks and Freckled Ducks.  As we walked further, 

it was apparent why the ducks were closer in the smaller pond:  the largest pond was nearly bone dry 

and only held a smattering of Ravens!  By this time, the heat was more evident and we walked the 

rest of the way around with limited sightings---although the Hobbies were great to see.  Another 

highlight was a small group of White-throated Needletails circling overhead.  Thankfully, despite a bit 

of wind, no storm seemed imminent…  We returned to the cars and had lunch at the picnic shelter on 

the lake with a lovely breeze.  Great Egret and Spotted Dove were added to the list for a tally of 62 

species.   

Thanks to Anne and Alan for leading and our fellow birdos for their company on a fine Saturday outing! 

 

  

 
Bird List for Tallawarra Walk 17.02.18         62 Species Recorded  15 Members attended

Freckled Duck  Eastern Great Egret Little Corella New Holland Honeyeater 

Black Swan White-faced Heron White Cockatoo Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Australian Wood Duck White Ibis Rainbow Lorikeet Grey Shrike-thrush 

Pink-eared Duck  Straw-necked Ibis Crimson Rosella Grey Butcherbird 

Chestnut Teal Royal Spoonbill  Azure Kingfisher Australian Magpie 

Pacific Black Duck White-bellied Sea-Eagle Dollarbird Grey Fantail 

Australasian Grebe Brown Goshawk Superb Fairy-wren Willie Wagtail 

Spotted Dove Nankeen Kestrel Variegated Fairy-wren Australian Raven 

Crested Pigeon Australian Hobby White-browed Scrubwren Magpie-lark 

Bar-shouldered Dove Purple Swamphen Yellow Thornbill Silvereye 

White-throated Needletail Black-winged Stilt Brown Thornbill Welcome Swallow 

Australasian Darter Black-fronted Dotterel Spotted Pardalote Red-whiskered Bulbul 

Great Cormorant Masked Lapwing Eastern Spinebill Common Myna 

Little Black Cormorant Silver Gull Lewin’s Honeyeater European Goldfinch  

Pied Cormorant Galah Noisy Miner  

Australian Pelican Long-billed Corella Little Wattlebird  
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OUR NEW WEB-SITE 
 

I as President and the entire committee would like to give a big THANK YOU to the IBOC IT crew 

Charles Dove, Chris Cartledge and Ken Brown for efforts in getting the new Web-Site up and 

running. Everybody has been very pleased with new site so far, but if any one has any feedback to 

offer feel free to contact Charles webmanager@iboc.org.au 
 

Once again thank you very much. 

Ross Gowans 

 

 

As in most countries, with rising disposable income and better, and cheaper, equipment entering the market every year, bird 
photography is becoming more and more popular in China.  This should be welcomed – after all, anything that connects people 
with nature and broadens the appreciation for the natural world must be good for conservation.  China has rich birdlife and 
many species have been caught on camera for the first time only recently thanks to the growing army of photographers.  Not 
to mention that most of the recent additions to the list of bird species recorded in Beijing have been found by photographers. 
However, as in every country, there is a minority that acts irresponsibly, putting the image ahead of the welfare of the 
bird.  There are some horrific stories of photographers taking young Asian Paradise Flycatchers from the nest and lining them 
up on an open perch in order to get frame-filling shots of the parents feeding them without any annoying twigs or branches in 
the way.  And deliberate flushing of Cranes in order to secure flight images.  There was even a story of one photographer, after 
having secured superb images of (Endangered) Scaly-sided Merganser, throwing fireworks into the river to make them fly 
away so that no other photographer could obtain better images.  Then, of course, there was the image below that went viral on 
social media outraging tens of thousands of people. 
 

The image that shocked Chinese social media – a so-called man 
holding a Great Crested Grebe by the neck in order to take a 
photograph. Copyright Weibo.com  
 

In many countries where bird photography is well-
established, guidelines or codes of conduct have been 
developed.  For example, in the United States, Audubon 
has a set of guidelines for ethical bird photography.  British 
Birds magazine has a ‘code of practice‘ and  BirdLife 
Australia has Ethical Guidelines for Birding which include 
photography.  In most cases the guidelines or codes of 
conduct are common sense.  They address issues such as 
use of playback, the need to steer clear of breeding birds, 
avoiding deliberate flushing and habitat modification and 
condemning the use of live animals to attract birds of prey. 
Of course, although in some countries there are laws and regulations that prohibit some of the more intrusive bird 
photography, particularly at the nest, most of these guidelines and codes of conduct have no legal basis.  To be effective, they 
require photographers willingly to respect the guidelines and for others to challenge bad behaviour when they see it.  It is only 
through self-policing that a code of conduct can be truly effective. 
 
That is why it was heartening to see some of China’s top birding and conservation organisations, led by China Wildlife 
Conservation Association (CWCA), come together to develop their own code of conduct for bird photography in 
China (Chinese only).  The authors have sensibly drawn on the codes of conduct in the US, Europe and elsewhere to put 
together a comprehensive set of guidelines that cover all of the most important issues – putting the welfare of the bird first, 
avoiding birds at the nest, no deliberate flushing, judicious use of playback and condemning the use of live animals as bait. 
A code of conduct won’t change bad behaviour overnight and, as we see in the West, even with codes of conduct in place for 
several years, there will always be a minority of irresponsible people willing to ride roughshod over the rules to obtain an 
image that is better than their peers. 
 
However, this is another step forward for the conservation of wild birds in China and the organisations should be 
congratulated for putting together such a sound set of guidelines.  CWCA has 31 provincial level branches across China with 
more than 260 prefecture or county level organisations and the Code has already been circulated far and wide on social media 
and in bird photography, and birding, chat groups. 
 
Bird photographers do a great deal of good to promote the wonder of wild birds and bring them closer to the public; 
hopefully these guidelines will help keep bird photography in the headlines for the right reasons and images such as the 
‘man’ with the Great Crested Grebe above will be few and far between. 

 

mailto:webmanager@iboc.org.au
http://www.audubon.org/get-outside/audubons-guide-ethical-bird-photography
https://britishbirds.co.uk/article/bird-photography-a-new-code-of-practice/
http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/POL-Ethical-Birding-Guidelines.pdf
http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/76PwiIUYXkSJgtWrWoriOw
http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/76PwiIUYXkSJgtWrWoriOw
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“No D for Duck?” 
A Review of The Australian Bird Guide.  

By Peter Menkhorst, Danny Rogers, Rohan Clarke, Jeff Davies, Peter 
Marsack & Kim Franklin.     CSIRO Publishing 2017. 

 
Let’s face it, I am a sucker for any new book about birds and this new guide promises much. On 
this basis I bought a copy for my husband for Christmas so I could read it too. This book has been 
compiled afresh, no rehash of old editions, so the authors have consulted widely to write new text 
and also used atlasing data collected over many decades to draw new distribution maps. Many 
vagrant species have been included for the first time.  
 
Though it is smaller than the Readers Digest bird book it is definitely NOT a field guide. The size 
and weight of this book means it is one to be left at home or in the caravan and to be consulted 
over a glass of refreshment later.  
 
Inside the front cover is a visual reference to bird groups which, once you have identified the grouping to turn to the 
appropriate pages. My problem is that a lot do look the same to my poor eyes. 
 
The Acknowledgements caught my eye with a mention (among others) of our own Charles Dove! Then follows notes 
on how the guide was constructed and how to use it together with notes on identification of birds. I skimmed through 
this as I was keen to see the guide proper. Besides, I don’t read instructions normally, not unless things go wrong, 
so for me a guide has to be intuitive. 
 
Once into the book proper I am greeted by one page of information opposite a page of illustrations. Where birds have 
a known distribution, there is a small map showing the range. What I have found useful are the illustrations showing 
plumage variations and key species differences. The sequence of listings groups bird family according to where they 
may be most likely found - marine, freshwater and terrestrial with the different categories identified by colour tabs on 
the edge of the pages.  
 
Before the Index is a thoughtful checklist of species so you can record your sightings and keep track of your life list. 
I have transferred my sightings from a app on my phone and tablet and can clearly see now the birds I am missing 
and can target if I so desire. The Checklist doesn’t always follow the order of the birds in the book so I did spend 
considerable time searching and when I did locate the family Honeyeaters they were not in alphabetical order - now 
that would have made it too easy wouldn’t it? Apparently, the birds are presented in taxonomic order consistent with 
IOC version 5.4 (Gill & Donsker). 
 
I have noticed that some birds have been renamed so we will all have to get used to using the new names so as not 
to confuse each other. For example, the Black-winged Stilt is now known as the White-headed Stilt, Purple 
Swamphen is now the Australasian Swamphen and the Emerald Dove is now the Pacific Emerald-Dove. Somebody 
could make a fortune selling stick-on names so we could correct our old books. 
 
Then comes the Index. Scientific and common names are listed together. OK so far. The problem I face is that 
sometimes I know it is a duck but what duck? The Index only works if you know that it is a Freckled Duck for instance, 
as this is indexed under F, not D with a list of ducks following. This aspect I have found not to be user friendly, or at 
least an issue for a bad birder like me. Maybe this will be corrected in the next edition. 
 
Inside the back cover is a double page spread of the Australian continent, Australia’s Exclusive Economic Zone and 
political dependencies so you can plan your next birding cruise. 
 
What I missed in my first few readings was the single page alphabetical listing of bird groups (Page VI) that may have 
been better placed inside the front or back cover. I will mark it with one of those sticky tabs so it is easier to locate. 
Maybe I should have read all the instructions to begin with, but who does that these days? Now I know that there is 
a “D for Duck” now I know how to find it. 
 
Pamela Hazelwood 
 
PS. I am currently reading How to be a Bad Birdwatcher by Simon Barnes that a dear friend found for me in a bargain 
bin at Vinnies. It makes me feel I know much more than I really do and is hilarious. I am happy to loan it. 
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Love is in the air as elusive Port Kembla sea birds 
breed in time for Valentine’s Day  
Illawarra Mercury 15 Feb 2018 

 
For the first time in over 50 years, an elusive nocturnal sea bird is breeding on the 
Five Islands Nature Reserve, off Port Kembla. Environment Minister Gabrielle 
Upton announced several White-faced Storm Petrels had been seen emerging from 
their underground burrows this week, just in time for Valentine’s Day. 
 
The elusive birds were last seen breeding on the island in 1962. 
“These birds have been seen on and off since 2014 but haven’t been able to burrow to make nests on the island 
because it was covered with weeds,” Ms Upton said. “The National Parks and Wildlife Services (NPWS) and 
Friends of Five Islands volunteer group have spent the past four years eradicating weeks from the area and 
planting more than 12,000 native plants by hand.  “And it’s paid off!” 
Three adults and three chicks have been observed in and around the burrows on the island this month. 
Two of the breeding adults were caught and fitted with approved bands around their legs this week, to determine 
if the birds are among others that might return to breed next season. 
“This is a fantastic opportunity to show how on-ground conservation efforts are working,” Ms Upton said. 
“Programs like this are an important part of the NSW Government’s commitment to conservation. 
“There is not much known about this species so this will contribute enormously to understanding the small, but 
significant bird.” 
White-faced Storm Petrels breed on remote islands in the south Atlantic, Canary Islands, Australia and New 
Zealand.  They nest in colonies close to the sea in rock crevices where they lay a single white egg each season, and 
then spend the rest of the year at sea.  
The birds are nocturnal at their breeding sites to avoid predators. 
The NSW Government has committed over $240,000 to the conservation work at the Five Islands Nature Reserve. 
 

Last-ditch effort to save mysterious 
orange-bellied parrot from extinction 
By Felicity Ogilvie 
Posted 6 Feb 2018, 7:53pm  
 
Photo: Almost 300 Orange-bellied Parrots are already being bred in captivity in 

case the wild population dies out. (Supplied: Adelaide Zoo)  

 

A last-ditch effort to save one of Australia's most endangered but 

least understood birds from the brink of extinction is underway. 
 

 

JUST A REMINDER TO PLEASE RETURN ITEMS 
BORROWED FROM THE CLUB LIBRARY 

All items borrowed from the club library must be 
signed out in the book.  

 

We are missing 2 donated very good birding DVD’s 

 

 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-02-06/last-ditch-effort-to-save-orange-bellied-parrot-from-extinction/9401180
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-02-06/last-ditch-effort-to-save-orange-bellied-parrot-from-extinction/9401180
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-02-06/last-ditch-effort-to-save-orange-bellied-parrot-from-extinction/9401180
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-02-06/orange-bellied-parrot/9402496
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$8000 pet Macaw rescued from South Coast 

treetop 

Rebecca Fist - Local News 

A Sanctuary Point arborist rescued a baby Macaw, that had escaped from its owner and flown to the top of a gum 
tree on Thursday. 
The hand-reared Macaw, worth $8000, flew away and was chased up the tree by other birds, stranded for more 
than six hours on Thursday. Neighbours called around to find someone able to reach the bird. 

 
REUNITED: Wayne from Bay and Basin Tree Services, the hero of the day, hands 
back the baby Bacaw to her owner. Picture: Jade Davies-Bonham 
 “I got rung up by a mate, another arborist, who had too many drinks to go 
climbing, and I hadn’t had any beers at that stage,” Bay and Basin Tree Services 
arborist Wayne Beehag said. 
“It was a beautiful bird, I couldn’t get out on the limb, so I used a long swimming 
pool pole, and she stepped onto it after 25 minutes. 
“The owner said, ‘she won’t bite,’ and I said, ‘are you sure? She has a bloody big 
beak.’ 
“I said, hello, she said hello straight back, and hopped on my shoulder.” 
Wayne lowered the bird down to an ecstatic owner. 

 

Nigel The Bird Found Dead Next To The Concrete Partner 

He Tried To Woo For Years 

Matt Novak  Feb 3, 2018, 1:00pm birds  

 
Twenty years ago, conservationists in New Zealand 

placed 80 fake Gannet birds on Mana Island in an 

attempt to attract some real-life Gannets. But only 

one bird finally showed up in 2015. That bird, which 

locals named Nigel, spent years in a futile effort to 

woo a mate who was made of concrete. Sadly, Nigel 

has now been found dead next to his stone-cold 

partner.  

Nigel the gannet bird and his concrete love. 

Conservationists were incredibly excited when Nigel 

arrived on the island in 2015, the first Gannet to make Mana its home in 40 years. But Nigel's story 

quickly turned depressing when it became clear that not only was Nigel tragically alone, but that he 

was trying to woo one of the concrete birds. 

Nigel, perhaps the loneliest bird on Earth, even built a nest from seaweed, mud and twigs for his 

concrete love. But his affection was never reciprocated, no matter how hard he tried. The relationship, 

and all his prattling, was doomed to remain one-sided to his death. 

The Guardian reports that Chris Bell, a ranger for the New Zealand Department of Conservation, was 

the one who found Nigel's body last week. 

"I think it must have been quite a frustrating existence," Bell told The Guardian. "Whether or not he 

was lonely, he certainly never got anything back, and that must have been very strange experience, 

when he spent years courting." 

"I think we all have a lot of empathy for him, because he had this fairly hopeless situation," said Bell. 

The story becomes even more tragic when you learn that three more gannets showed up on the island 

only recently. It seemed to be a Christmas miracle when the birds arrived on the island. But the other 

birds stayed on the opposite end of the colony, while Nigel ("no mates Nigel", to be exact) was stuck 

with his concrete friends and stuck close to his immovable partner. 

https://www.gizmodo.com.au/author/matt-novak
https://i.kinja-img.com/gawker-media/image/upload/t_original/fiqxdosnkbq2dlfezsho.gif
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When the three birds first arrived, Bell told the New Zealand Press Reader that Nigel "may be a weirdo" 

and that the other birds probably didn't want to have anything to do with him. 

"He definitely has some sort of fetish," Bell said of Nigel's futile attempt to woo his concrete partner. 

"It's tragic." 

A conservationist group called Friends of Mana Island has been posting video of Nigel for years, and 

you can even see the work they have done painting fake bird poo in their efforts to attract more than 

just Nigel to the island. 

Friends of Mana Island penned a poem for Nigel that they posted on Facebook - a touching tribute to 

the bird that couldn't find a single friend: 

 

To Nigel  

You stayed a while on Mana Island,  

Attracted by your concrete mates 

You built a nest, you did your best 

But only Norman dropped on by. 

We weeded, we painted, we sprayed guano around.  

We hoped you'd find the real thing.  

Three newbies arrived, a Christmas surprise,  

But suddenly you are gone.  

 

RIP 'no mates' Nigel  

 

Volunteers on the island have been keeping up the fake birds for years, painting their yellow heads 

and black feathers, but they believe that a new speaker system with fake bird calls was what finally 

attracted the three new gannets to the island. 

And with any luck, Nigel's tragic existence wooing a bird that could never comfort him back will still 

do some good. Conservationists point out that if the three new gannets lay eggs on the island, those 

chicks are likely to come back after they reach maturity. 

"He was an attraction that helped bring in other birds," Bell told The Guardian. "Gannets like to nest 

where a gannet has nested before. It's really sad he died, but it wasn't for nothing." 

According to the New Zealand news outlet Stuff, Nigel's body is being sent to Massey University to 

determine precisely how Nigel died. And while I'm no scientist, I dare say it was from a broken heart. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

February 1st brought the first time I've witnessed a family of Spotted Doves in my back garden, with 

parent birds feeding two juveniles, one more advanced than the other. 

 

  
 

The Spotted Doves by Mike Morphett 
 

https://www.facebook.com/manaislandfriends/photos/a.907233789297734.1073741829.894884840532629/1753008544720250/?type=3&theater
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MONTHLY SIGHTINGS: – January/February 2018   compiled by Darryl Goldrick 
 

SPECIES N0 DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Australian Brush-turkey 6 12/02/2018 Mt. Keira Backyard Val Dolan 

White-headed Pigeon 1 12-Feb-18 Marshal Mount Farm Garden Alan/Anne Knowlson 

Spotted Dove 2ad+2juv 1/02/2018 Thirroul Yard Mike Morphett 

Tawny Frogmouth 3 30/01/2018 Tarrawanna Backyard Tree Sue Brown 

Little Tern 7+4juv 22/01/2018 Wairo Beach Sand dunes Charles Dove 

Little Tern 25+7juv 8/02/2018 Lake Conjola Sandunes Charles Dove 

White-throated Needletail  50+ 26/01/2018 Ulladulla-Mollymook overhead Charles Dove 

White-throated Needletail  20 5/02/2018 Mollymook Overhead Charles Dove 

White-throated Needletail  15 15/02/2018 Mollymook overhead Charles Dove 

Eastern Great Egret 1 2/02/2018 Tallawarra P.S Outlet channel edge Darryl Goldrick 

Red-capped Plover 2+1chc 22/01/2018 Wairo Beach Sand dunes Charles Dove 

Striated Heron 1 2/02/2018 Tallawarra P.S Outlet Channel edge Darryl Goldrick 

Glossy Black-Cockatoo 5 17/01/2018 Ulladulla Casuarina Charles Dove 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 27 28/01/2018 West Mittagong O'head -Woodlands  Max Davies 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 3 29/01/2018 Thirroul O'head-flying NE Mike Morphett 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 3 02-Feb-18 Tallawarra P.S Pine trees  Darryl Goldrick 

Australasian Darter 1ad+1juv 2/02/2018 Tallawarra P.S Outlet Channel edge Darryl Goldrick 

Latham's Snipe 1 23/01/2018 Milton wetland Charles Dove 

Royal Spoonbill 9 19/01/2018 Dolphin Point Dam Charles Dove 

Black-shouldered Kite 1 02-Feb-18 Tallawarra P.S Roosting Darryl Goldrick 

Square-tailed Kite 1juv 14/02/2018 Ulladulla overhead Charles Dove 

Square-tailed Kite 2 1+5/02/2018 Balgownie Circling high o'head Pam Hazelwood 

Whistling Kite 1 9/02/2018 Tarrawanna O'head Alan/Anne Cousins 

Australian Hobby 1 2/02/2018 Tallawarra P.S O'head Darryl Goldrick 

Australian Hobby 1 2/02/2018 Tallawarra P.S O'head Darryl Goldrick 

Long-billed Corella 12 12/02/2018 Mollymook Grass Charles Dove 

Little Corella 45 12/02/2018 Mollymook Grass Charles Dove 

Eastern Koel 1 juv 19/01/2018 Dolphin Point Open Bushland Charles Dove 

Eastern Koel 1 juv 8/02/2018 Dapto Backyard Tera Wheway 

Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo 2 2/02/2018 Milton Rainforest Charles Dove 

Shining Bronze-cuckoo 3 2/02/2018 Milton Rainforest Charles Dove 

Pallid Cuckoo 1 2/02/2018 Milton Rainforest Charles Dove 

Sacred Kingfisher 1/01/1900 5/02/2018 Shellharbour Sq.  
 Injured-released 
successfully 

Patsy Nagle 

Dollarbird 3 1/02/2018 Ulladulla Open Heath Charles Dove 

Dollarbird 2 7/02/2018 Albion Pk Rail Backyard Peter Fackender 

Superb Lyrebird 1 heard 8/02/2018 Excelsior Mine Environs Flanagan's Ck Mike Morphett 

Spotted Pardalote 1 11/02/2018 Thirroul Backyard Mike Morphett 

New Holland Honeyeater 1 7/02/2018 Jamberoo 
Yard-after a lapse of 
several years 

Betty Hudson 

White-naped Honeyeater 3 18/01/2018 Burrill Lake Forest Charles Dove 

Crested Shrike-tit 2 25/01/2018 Yattee Yattah Rainforest Charles Dove 

Olive-backed Oriole 1 1/02/2018 Thirroul Yard - Robina Mike Morphett 

Dusky Woodswallow 5+2juv 30/01/2018 Ulladulla Grass field Charles Dove 

Rufous Fantail 2 18/01/2018 Kings Point - Ulladulla Forest Charles Dove 

Rufous Fantail 1 8/02/2018 Balgownie Yard shrub Terry Edwell 

Black-faced Monarch 3 25/01/2018 Yattee Yattah Rainforest Charles Dove 

Red-whiskered Bulbul 1 2/02/2018 Tallawarra P.S Roadside verge Darryl Goldrick 

Diamond Firetail 1 30/01/2018 Ulladulla Grass field Charles Dove 

Australasian Pipit 12 21/01/2018 Milton Grass Paddock Charles Dove 

European Goldfinch ~100 9-10/2/18 Jamberoo-Browns Lane Paddock Kara Eddington 

NB: There has been reports of Letterwing Kites at Jamberoo, but we need to wait on confirmation 

from the rarities committee before we can add to our list. 
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