
Double-barred Finch
Scientific Name:  Taeniopygia bichenovii
Atlas Number: 655

Description: 
The Double-barred Finch is one of the long-tailed 
grass-finches and is notable for its 'owl-faced' 
features, having a white face bordered black. It is 
grey-brown, with white underparts banded black 
above and below the chest, giving the species its 
name. The wings are black, spotted white, the tail is 

black and the bill and legs are blueish-grey. 
Juveniles are dulller, with indistinct chest bars. 
These grass-finches usually feed in flocks and have 
a bouncing, undulating flight pattern.

Similar species: 
There are two subspecies of Double-barred Finch: 
the eastern race has a white rump and the western 
race has a black rump. Otherwise, distinguished 
form other finches by its 'owl-face'.

Distribution: 
The Double-barred Finch is found in the Kimberley 
region through to west of the Gulf of Carpentaria 
(the western race annulosa), and then from Cape 
York down the east coast to south-eastern Victoria 
(the eastern race, bichenovii).

Habitat: 
The Double-barred Finch prefers dry grassy 
woodlands and scrublands, open forests and 
farmlands. It is never far from water.

Seasonal movements: 
Nomadic; only an occasional visitor to extreme 
south-eastern part of range.

                              photo by Charles Dove                                                                    
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Feeding: 
The Double-barred Finch feeds on the ground on 
seeds. It will also take insects, especially when 
breeding. It usually feeds in groups or flocks of up to 
40 birds.

Breeding: 
The Double-barred Finch builds a rounded nest, with 
a side entrance and short tunnel into a inner chamber 
lined with fine grass, feathers and plant down. The 
nest is placed between 1 m to 5 m from the ground in 
pandanus or thick shrubs, or even in the eaves of a 
building, often close to an active wasps' nest. Both 
parents incubate and feed the young.

Bird species cover text courtesy of http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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CLUB MEETING:  
Monday 8th July 2019 
Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr. of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way Fairy Meadow at 7.30pm 
 

Guest Speaker - Peter Nolan 

Most members will remember Peter as a member of IBOC until his spell in the USA. He will give a 

general talk on his travels in America mainly the top end of Colorado but also including Wyoming 

and Texas etc 

 

Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a mug for supper after the meeting. 

 

Wednesday 10th July 2019                                                                      Leader Rupert Jarvis 

 

Gibson Track 

Meet at 9 am in Foothills Road, Austinmer.  From Austinmer Station drive up Hill Street which leads 

to Foothills Road. Park at this point which is the southern end of Foothills Road. Bring morning tea. 

 

If weather is doubtful contact Rupert on 0403 932 635 

 

Sunday 14th July 2019        Leader Alan Cousins  

 

Barren Grounds Nature Reserve 

Meet at 9 am at the Barren Grounds car park by the picnic area about 1km from the entrance. From 

the Princes Highway at Yallah take the Illawarra Highway towards Albion Park. At the crossroads 

(Tongarra Road) keep straight on along Terry Street towards Jamberoo. Turn right towards 

Minnamurra and proceed up Jamberoo Mountain Road towards Robertson. The entrance to Barren 

Grounds is on the left a good way up the pass.  

Bring and carry morning tea, lunch will be back at the picnic area. 

 

In the event of inclement weather contact Alan or Anne on 0413869534 by 7.30am 

Monday 15th July 2019 at 2pm 

 

Next committee meeting will be held at Alan and Anne Cousins – 4 Adelaide Place, Tarrawanna 

 
Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting. 

 

 

DEADLINE 25th July 2019 

For all articles & photos in the next IBOC newsletter PLEASE E-mail contributions:  

To Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au  or post to 3/15 Shepherd Street, Mollymook 2539.  

 
 

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
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Monday 10th June 2019                                                                                     by Alan Cousins 

 

Our guest speaker for June was Glenn Smith, a resident of Campbelltown who spends a lot of his 

time photographing birds in the Australian Botanic Gardens, Mount Annan. He is trying to get a 

portrait shot of all of the birds recorded in the gardens and to date has only 39 species to go! Glenn 

was accompanied at the meeting by his wife Anna. He started the presentation by showing us a 

photograph and informing us of the main equipment that he uses: Camera with 500mm lens, Tripod 

and Gimbal. He then proceeded to show us the birds, the first being a Superb Fairy-wren, then 

followed a series of explanations of the different ways of photographing birds. 

ACTION SHOT - A raptor on a dead tree watching for prey. 

PORTRAIT SHOT - Getting a pose type shot. 

FLIGHT - Birds in flight. 
 

He then outlined good advice for getting good shots by: 

i) Allowing birds to get used to you being there - waiting 

ii) Whilst waiting for the birds to come, photograph other things around you ie mushrooms. 

iii) Find food, water or flowers to wait by. 

iv) Ponds good for action shots - be patient. 

 

SUBJECT SEPARATION - He showed us a Rose Robin and Fan-tailed Cuckoo. 

If possible, get to eye level with the subject. He then went on to show us a great photograph of a 

Crested Pigeon with its wings spread showing all the magnificent colours in their wings. He reckoned 

that the best time to photograph birds is being in the early morning or late afternoon light. He also 

said that birds always face into a wind so that their feathers stay flat. We were then treated to 

some sunset pictures and were able to admire the golden hues. 

COMPOSITION OF PHOTOGRAPH - His example was a perfect eastern Yellow Robin. 

KEEP EYES OPEN - Great shot of a Powerful Owl. 

Glen then showed us Post Processing ie images played with and painting used with the photograph 

to produce different aspects. 

WHAT TO DO WITH IMAGES? - He uses social media and produces calendars and explained that 

this is his hobby not profession but he does do workshops at various locations during the year.  

 

This was a very enjoyable presentation supplemented by lots of great photographs and technical 

information and I thank the many members who attended on the evening of a public holiday. 

Wednesday 12th June 2019                 by Rupert Jarvis 

  

North Bombo Headland                        

We were blessed with a fine clear day and sea calm like a millpond. We were a 
small party of six members and we made our way down to the Boneyard beach 

where we saw a pair of Sooty Oystercatchers on the rocks. We climbed up from 
the beach to the main path leading to the headland. This headland has trees and 

vegetation in abundance as distinct from the South Bombo Headland which is open 
with only sparse vegetation. 

Pressing on we encountered a pair of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo and were struck 
by how such a large, distinctive bird could blend into the bushes so as to pass 

unnoticed to the casual passer-by. In this area with excellent cover there were 

many small birds as for example the Silvereye which was in small parties and of 
the Tasmanian race with the russet flanks. We also saw the occasional Red-browed 

Finch which is unusual as there are often big flocks in this area. Some of us got a 
sighting of the Eastern Whipbird which we had clearly heard really close by without 

catching a glimpse. 
Just before reaching the headland we had an excellent view of a Black-

shouldered Kite holding its position by hovering right above us. At the headland 
we got a clear view over the ocean but the downside of a fine calm day is that 

there were hardly any seabirds. Notably absent were Gannets and Albatross often 
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observed from this point. However, we did see a number of whales making their 
way north. 

Just before concluding the walk we looked down on to the sewage treatment plant 
where we saw a few Black-fronted Dotterel and some larger waders which we were 

unable to identify from this distance. 
  
Bird List for  

North Bombo Headland Walk   12th June 2019        26 Species                  6 Attended 
Spotted Dove Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo New Holland Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 

Little Pied Cormorant Rainbow Lorikeet Eastern Whipbird Silvereye 

Black-shouldered Kite Crimson Rosella Golden Whistler Welcome Swallow 

Sooty Oystercatcher Superb Fairy-wren Australian Magpie Red-whiskered Bulbul 

Black-fronted Dotterel White-browed Scrubwren Grey Fantail Common Blackbird 

Crested Tern Lewin’s Honeyeater Magpie-lark Red-browed Finch 

Silver Gull Little Wattlebird   

 

 

Saturday 16th June 2019                                by Terry Edwell  

 

Dharawal National Park – Darks Forest  
 
It was another beautiful day as 16 I.B.O.C Members started out for our walk. The 
bush was silent and still with only a few calls to begin with but as we walked, we 

started to hear the Yellow-faced Honeyeaters calling. Amongst the call of the 

honeyeaters we could hear and see beautifully coloured Silvereyes in little flocks 
feeding on the big orange coloured Banksia. There were plenty of Wattle Birds both 

Yellow and Little. We had good sighting of a couple of male Golden Whistlers, 
Yellow Thornbills, Brown Thornbills, Brown Gerygones, and Lewins’ Honey eater. 

 
We stopped for morning tea in a sunny spot before continuing further along the 

road which eventually leads to a river. There were more birds seen and heard, 
Spotted Pardalotes, White-browed Treecreeper, Yellow Robins, a little flock of 

Varied Sittellas and a Scarlet Honeyeater. We then turned around to walk back to 
where we had parked the cars. In the car park we saw Red-browed Finches, more 

Yellow Robins along with a Grey Shrike-thrush. We had walked seven kilometres 
all together. 

 
We then drove to the local Fire Station where we were able to have lunch in the 

grounds. While eating our welcome lunch Joan looked up and saw 2 Brown 

Goshawks circling overhead which was a good end to our birdwatching. 
 

Some of the group called in on the way home to a track leading to a small waterfall 
and some of them went to the Apple Shack to taste apple cider. It was a good walk 

and thanks to Alan and Anne for leading the way.            
 
Bird List for  

Dharawal N P Saturday 15th June 2019             30 Species            16 Attended  
Wood Duck Yellow-rumped Thornbill Red Wattlebird Olive-backed Oriole 

Brown Goshawk Brown Thornbill Scarlet Honeyeater Grey Fantail 

Australasian Swamphen Brown Gerygone New Holland Honeyeater Willie Wagtail 

Australian King Parrot Spotted Pardalote Varied Sittella Magpie-lark 

Laughing Kookaburra Eastern Spinebill Golden Whistler Eastern Yellow Robin 

White-throated Treecreeper Lewin’s Honeyeater Grey Shrike-thrush Silvereye 

Variegated Fairy-wren Yellow-faced Honeyeater Pied Currawong Red-browed Finch 

Yellow Thornbill Little Wattlebird   
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MEDIA RELEASE 

Tuesday 18th June 2019 

EMBARGOED UNTIL 10am 

 

 

NEW ALLIANCE FORMED TO PROTECT ESCARPMENT 
 

Representatives from over twenty local organisations and community groups joined forces this morning 

to announce their shared commitment towards the future protection of one of the region’s most defining 

natural landscapes – the Illawarra Escarpment. 

 

The newly formed Illawarra Escarpment Alliance (EscA) seeks to continue the tradition of citizens and 

communities protecting the Illawarra Escarpment from current and emerging threats such as 

inappropriate or unsustainable development. 

 

“EscA is an independent not-for-profit alliance with a vision to promote and preserve the cultural and 

environmental heritage values of our treasured Escarpment. This includes protecting the area against 

threats to those values by collaborating with other groups and agencies to identify creative, culturally 

appropriate and ecologically sustainable solutions”, Group Spokeswoman Catherine Moyle said. 

 

“Membership is open to any individual or group that shares our values and commitment to working 

together for the benefit of both the Escarpment and the communities of the Illawarra”, she added. 

 

Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council Chairman Jade Kennedy welcomed the creation of the 

Alliance, in particular the group’s emphasis on protecting and conserving places of Aboriginal cultural 

heritage within the Illawarra Escarpment. 

 

“The Escarpment is central to the Alcheringa, the Dreaming, of the Illawarra area. It represents the 

interrelationships between our sacred mountains of Mount Keira (Djera) and Mount Kembla (Djembla) 

to the Sea (Gadhu)”, Mr Kennedy explained. 

 

“The Escarpment has protected this area for over 30 million years, and we want to ensure it can continue 

to fulfil this function in the years to come”, he added. 

 

Alliance Member and President of the Illawarra Branch of the National Parks Association (NPA) of 

NSW Graham Burgess stressed that the Escarpment must be a destination only for ecologically sensitive 

activities. 

 

“The Illawarra Escarpment has high biodiversity values, a fragile geology and significant cultural 

heritage”, Mr Burgess said. 

 

"We are particularly concerned about the impact urban development close to the Escarpment is having 

on our special places”, he added. 

 

“The Illawarra Escarpment Alliance provides the opportunity for a strong community voice on these 

issues while allowing environmental groups and the Aboriginal community to speak with one voice”. 

 

The formation of the group follows in the footsteps of previous alliance initiatives such as the Illawarra 

Escarpment Coalition. Former Coalition member Irene Tognetti supported the new initiative and 

described the vital need for the ongoing protection and restoration of the natural icon, 
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“We must continue to protect and conserve the unique ecological communities contained within the 

Escarpment, and prevent activities that threaten slope and soil stability”, said Ms Tognetti. 

 

Wollongong Councillor Cath Blakey congratulated Alliance representatives on the initiative, indicating 

that the group would be a valuable point of reference for council on matters pertaining to the 

escarpment’s cultural and environmental heritage. 

 

Those interested in learning more about the Illawarra Escarpment Alliance or how to get involved can 

visit www.facebook.com/IllawarraEscarpment or email 

  info@illawarraescarpment.org. 

Communities protecting our cultural and environmental values 
 

Terms of Reference 
 
The Illawarra Escarpment Alliance (EscA) is an alliance of like-minded community based 

organisations and individuals, established to focus collaborative efforts to protect the Illawarra 
Escarpment's cultural and environmental heritage. 

Background Information  
The Illawarra Escarpment has major cultural and conservation significance and is regarded as a natural 
icon of the region. The escarpment is central to the Alcheringa, the Dreaming, of the Illawarra. It 
continues to be of cultural, spiritual, ecological, historical, educational and social significance for 
Traditional Custodians, local Aboriginal people and the wider community. The Alcheringa shows the 
interrelationship of Mt Keira, Mt Kembla and the escarpment Dreaming to Gadhu, the Sea; presenting 
the protection and preservation of all things within this boundary. 
 
EscA was established in 2019 in response to the release of a draft Illawarra Escarpment Mountain Bike 
Strategy that proposed 82km of mountain bike trails in the Illawarra Escarpment State Conservation 
Area. EscA seeks to continue the tradition of citizens and communities protecting the Illawarra 
Escarpment from inappropriate or unsustainable development. 

Vision 

We are an independent not-for-profit community alliance that works for the protection of the cultural and 
environmental heritage values of the Illawarra Escarpment and against threats to those values. We are 
committed to working together in Caring for Country and support culturally appropriate and ecologically 
sustainable tourism and community engagement on the Escarpment. 

Objectives 

• Protect and conserve places of Aboriginal cultural heritage within the Illawarra Escarpment 

• Protect and conserve the ecological integrity and unique vegetation communities of the 

Illawarra Escarpment, and prevent activities that negatively affect slope and soil stability  

• Amplify Illawarra voices supporting protection of the Illawarra Escarpment 

• Increase public awareness and understanding of Illawarra Escarpment issues through a 

range of information-sharing, education and communication activities 

• Ensure adherence to the planning framework for the Illawarra Escarpment and contribute 

to improving the framework 

• Advocate for appropriate resources from all levels of government for management of E1 

and E2 zoned escarpment lands.  

http://www.facebook.com/IllawarraEscarpment
mailto:info@illawarraescarpment.org
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Membership 
Membership of EscA is open to community groups and individuals across the Illawarra whose 

aspirations and objectives demonstrably align with those of EscA.  

Each member will provide EscA with a nominated contact person (for groups) and contact details.  

Role 
Focusing on community-based collaborative efforts, EscA will help coordinate activities including:  

• Work planning - coordinate the development of strategic priorities, agreed by the members, 
to guide the activities of the EscA; 

• Information sharing and capacity building - hold meetings and workshops and act as a 
forum for exchange of information and discussion among members on issues relating to the 
protection of the environmental and cultural heritage values of the Illawarra Escarpment and 
threats to those values; 

• External communications - communicate to Government decision-makers, other 
stakeholders, the media and the public on issues and reports relating to the protection of the 
Illawarra Escarpment. This may include media statements, press releases, reports, letters-to-
the editor, social media and blogs about the Alliance and its support for the Illawarra 
Escarpment. External communications do not replace or exclude those of its members; 

• Outreach and consensus building - reach out to stakeholders and communities that have 
diverse perspectives about the Illawarra Escarpment to identify likely allies, enhance 
education and mutual understanding, and build consensus.  

Meetings 

• EscA meetings will initially be held monthly, or otherwise as agreed by members. Meetings will 
generally not exceed two hours in length.  

• Sub-groups and working groups established by EscA may meet separately.  

• A Convenor will be decided annually by the members. The Convenor will be responsible for 
notifying members of meeting dates and for chairing meetings.  

• All agenda items should be submitted to the Convenor no later than one week prior to the 
notified meeting date. 

• A minute recorder will be decided at each meeting, and will take minutes of that meeting. A 
record of the meeting will be circulated by the minute recorder no later than one week after the 
meeting. 

• Meetings are open to all members (including the individual members of member groups). 

• Decisions will be made by consensus if possible. If necessary to resolve differences, the 
decision will be made by majority of those members present (show of hands), with one vote for 
each person present who is either an individual member of a member of a member group. 

• The EscA Convenor will maintain a register of EscA members. 

 

Communications 

• Position statements for emerging issues will be developed and agreed upon by the group. 

• EscA position statements do not replace members’ individual messaging or focus. Members 
are encouraged to communicate their individual messaging and areas of interest providing 
they are congruent with EscA positions. 

• A spokesperson for EscA will be agreed by members, and will respond to media enquiries. 

• Members may agree on spokespeople on particular issues and areas of expertise. 

Policy failure and conservation paralysis for the critically endangered Swift Parrot 
2018  Accepted: 20 May 2018   Published: 17 July 2018 
  

Abstract: The critically endangered Swift Parrot (Lathamus discolor) is among the best studied 

Australian threatened species. Despite extensive outreach to the public and policy makers, 

conservation management has not kept pace with advances in knowledge and scientific evidence. 

Here we summarise policy and management failings that allow Swift Parrot breeding habitat in 

Tasmanian forests to continue to be logged. This practice continues in spite of extensive evidence 

demonstrating that the cessation of logging of Swift Parrot breeding habitat in Tasmania is urgently 

required to secure the species. 
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Bruny Island cracks down on feral cat numbers through strict new by-laws 
ABC Radio Hobart  By Georgie Burgess  

 

Photo: Cat owners who continue to let their cats 

stray could face large fines. (Supplied: Kingborough 

Council)  

Cat owners on Bruny Island who continue to let their 

felines stray could be slapped with a $600 fine under 

tough new laws to crack down on wildlife killings 

and feral populations. 

 

 

Key points: 

• Kingborough Council passes new by-laws to help reduce the killing of wildlife 

• Cat owners will have to register cats and have them de-sexed before six months of age 

• Owners face $600 fines if they fail to comply 

Every year in the Kingborough Council region in southern Tasmania, 180,000 native animals are killed by domestic cats 
alone. The new laws will be exclusive to Bruny Island, which contains an estimated 2,000 feral cats, and be the toughest in 
Tasmania. They include compulsory registration, de-sexing of domestic cats before six months of age, and a limit of two 
cats per household in the absence of a permit. Council's cat management officer, Kaylene Allan, said while most owners on 
the island were doing the right thing, action was needed. "It's the first comprehensive by-law in Tasmania and we're hoping 
it might be a model for other councils," she told Leon Compton on ABC Radio Hobart. 
Cracking down on wandering cats Globally, cats are listed as one of four species that threaten the greatest number of 
endangered native animals. Feral cats kill 466 million reptiles and 272 million birds in Australia annually. Most cat owners 
surveyed on Bruny Island already de-sex and microchip their cats, but almost 60 per cent were letting them roam. "They 
need to keep their cats on their property," Ms Allan said. She said it would be up to owners to decide how they restrict their 
cats; whether it was by keeping them inside, using better fences or constructing outside enclosures. "All cats that either 
reside permanently on the island or regularly visit the island will need to be registered with council. "They have to be kept 
within their owner's property boundaries at all times, unless they are on a lead or restrained in a car."If there is a complaint 
against your cat and your cat roams regularly on your property boundary then we will be taking action," she said. 

 

Photo: This cat was spotted with a shearwater in 

its mouth at The Neck Game Reserve. (Supplied: 

Kingborough Council )  

Ms Allan said the impact of domestic and stray cats on 

native mammals and birds was greater where cats lived 

adjacent to bushland areas and reserves. 

Under the laws, the feeding of stray cats will also be 

prohibited. 

 
 

 
"We're trying to make it as consistent as possible with the control and management of dogs so it's fair and 
reasonable," she said. "We believe we've got the balance right." Laws are 'strict' Mayor Dean Winter said he 
didn't personally agree with the by-law. "It is quite strict — cat owners have been tasked with an onerous set of 
responsibilities," he said. "I think we'll see how that plays out in terms of whether council is able to educate the 
community about these new by-laws." The laws on Bruny Island will come into effect later this year. 

https://www.abc.net.au/hobart
https://www.abc.net.au/news/georgie-burgess/7880586
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-12/a-cat-and-a-bird-on-bruny-island-1/11202472
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-12/a-cat-and-a-bird-on-bruny-island-1/11202472
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-12/a-cat-and-a-bird-on-bruny-island-1/11202472
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/hobart/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-12/a-cat-with-a-native-bird-in-its-mouth-on-bruny-island-1/11202400
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-12/a-cat-with-a-native-bird-in-its-mouth-on-bruny-island-1/11202400
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-12/a-cat-with-a-native-bird-in-its-mouth-on-bruny-island-1/11202400
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-12/a-cat-with-a-native-bird-in-its-mouth-on-bruny-island-1/11202400
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-12/a-cat-and-a-bird-on-bruny-island-1/11202472
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Golden Bowerbirds' building prowess helps scientists monitor climate 

change, and alarm bells are ringing 
ABC Mid North Coast  By Emma Siossian  

 
Photo: The Golden Bowerbird builds a huge bower, which it decorates with lichen, 

flowers and seedpods. (Supplied: Anne Collins)  

Key points: 
The huge bowers of Golden Bowerbirds are being used to 

monitor the impact of climate change. 

Researchers say the golden bowerbirds and other highland 

rainforest species are already being pushed to higher 

altitudes. 

They say more monitoring and adaptation research is 

needed to prevent some species becoming extinct. 

They build intricately constructed, brightly decorated bowers, which become the stage for a 

ritualised performance of dancing and singing, all designed to attract a female.  

Dr Clifford Frith, Australian ornithologist and bowerbird expert, said the fascinating behaviour was 

part of a powerful evolutionary process of sexual selection. 

"The males of the species build bowers that are architecturally so complex and beautiful," he said. 

"The early explorers to New Guinea and Australia refused to believe when they were told by the 

native people that they [the bowers] were made by birds — they assumed they were made by 

parents to entertain their children," he said. 

 
Photo: The Great Bowerbird, with striking magenta plumage, 
displays his bower and grey decorations. (Supplied: John 
Henderson)  

The smallest of the 10 species of bowerbirds in Australia, the 

Golden Bowerbird, builds the largest bowers. 

The towering maypole-type structures can rise to three 

metres and are constructed around two trees. 

The giant bowers are then maintained in the same place for 

decades.  

"Our studies show that some Golden Bowerbird bowers will 

persist for up to 40 years in the same spot. Generation after generation take over the bowers," Dr 

Frith said. 

"It does mean of course that each male at his bower is constantly under pressure from younger 

males seeking to establish themselves; they are literally waiting for dead man's shoes." 
 

Indicators of climate change 
 
Photo: Golden bowerbirds build huge bowers that form tall columns 

of sticks around trees. (Supplied: Jennifer Dickinson)  

The Golden Bowerbird bowers are helping researchers 

monitor the species as part of climate change studies. 

Professor Stephen Williams, from the College of Science and 

Engineering at Townsville's James Cook University, said the 

Golden Bowerbird lived in the highland rainforests of north-

east Queensland. 

For many years, he has been monitoring the bowerbirds, as 

well as other Australian highland rainforest species that are 

restricted to small, high-altitude areas. 

"They've adapted to wet, tropical mountain tops. As the 

temperature increases it pushes them up the mountain and 

they really have nowhere to go," he said. 

"The Golden Bowerbird is a classic example of that. It 

typically only occurs on mountain tops above 900 metres of 

elevation. The mountains are not very high here, so it has 

really got nowhere to go.  

"With the monitoring of the bowerbirds, because they use the 

bowers and during the breeding season, they are very 

obvious and easy to survey, you can find them and see if they 

are using those same bowers from one year to the next." 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/midnorthcoast/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/emma-siossian/7148568
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-08/golden-bowerbird-in-its-bower/11193382
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-08/golden-bowerbird-in-its-bower/11193382
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-08/great-bowerbird-with-bower/11193460
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-08/great-bowerbird-with-bower/11193460
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-08/great-bowerbird-with-bower/11193460
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-08/golden-bowerbird-bower/11193106
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-08/golden-bowerbird-bower/11193106
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-08/great-bowerbird-with-bower/11193460
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-08/golden-bowerbird-in-its-bower/11193382
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-08/golden-bowerbird-bower/11193106
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MONTHLY SIGHTINGS: –May/June 2019                   compiled by Darryl Goldrick 

SPECIES No DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Hardhead 20 6/06/2019 East Woonona Lagoon  Ian McKinlay 

Australasian Grebe 2m/f 8/06/2019 Dolphin Point Dam Charles Dove 

Bar-shouldered Dove 1 29/05/2019 Hewitts Ck, Thirroul Estuary Ian McKinlay 

Striated Heron 1 8/06/2019 Woonona East Lagoon Alan/Anne Cousins 

Hooded Plover 5 29/05/2019 Dolphin Point Tidal Rocks Charles Dove 

White-faced Heron 4 15/06/2019 Bellambi Holy Spirit Oval Mike Morphett 

Australasian Darter 1 6/06/2019 East Woonona Lagoon Edge Ian McKinlay 

Australasian Darter 1 3/06/2019 Ulladulla Harbour Charles Dove 

Royal Spoonbill 14 3/06/2019 Dolphin Point Dam Charles Dove 

Eastern Osprey 1 3/06/2019 Ulladulla Overhead Charles Dove 

Eastern Osprey 2 8/06/2019 Burrill Lake Roosting on Pole Charles Dove 

Black-shouldered Kite 1 8/06/2019 Bellambi Park Hovering O'head Alan/Anne Cousins 

Black-shouldered Kite 2 8/06/2019 Ulladulla overhead Charles Dove 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1 22/05/2019 Russel Vale Golf Club O'head Ian McKinlay 

Long-billed Corella 8 12/06/2019 Bellambi Sellers Cres  Mike Morphett 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 35 13/06/2019 Beaton Park, W'gong Open grass field Chris Cartledge 

Musk Lorikeet 10+ 22/05/2019 Russel Vale Golf Club Eucalypts  Ian McKinlay 

Azure Kingfisher 1 28/05/2019 Dolphin Point Dam Charles Dove 

White-throated Treecreeper 1 28/05/2019 Fishermans paradise Mixed Forest Charles Dove 

Green Catbird 1 3/06/2019 Thirroul Backyard Mike Morphett 

Superb Fairy-wren 3 6/06/2019 Thirroul Front garden Mike Morphett 

Variegated Fairy-wren 2 6/06/2019 Macauleys Beach Cycleway verge Ian McKinlay 

White-browed Scrubwren 1f 9/06/2019 Thirroul Front garden Mike Morphett 

Brown Gerygone 5 30/05/2019 Mollymook Mixed Forest Charles Dove 

Striated Thornbill 7 29/05/2019 Mollymook Mixed Forest Charles Dove 

Brown Thornbill 1 3/06/2019 Thirroul Backyard Mike Morphett 

Spotted Pardalote 1 29/05/2019 Hewitts Ck, Thirroul Light Forest Ian McKinlay 

Spotted Pardalote 2 12/06/2019 Mollymook Nesting Charles Dove 

Eastern Spinebill 1 26/05/2019 Dempster St  W'gong Residential Chris Cartledge 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 2 3/06/2019 Thirroul Backyard Mike Morphett 

Fuscous Honeyeater 1 7/06/2019 Kiola Dead Tree Charles Dove 

Fuscous Honeyeater 7 13/06/2019 Currarong Heath Scrub Charles Dove 

White-naped Honeyeater 7 3/06/2019 Kiola Mixed Forest Charles Dove 

Crested Shrike-tit 3 3/06/2019 Burrill Lake Mixed Forest Charles Dove 

Golden Whistler 3f 28/05/2019 Fisherman’s Paradise Mixed Forest Charles Dove 

Eastern Yellow Robin 1 10/06/2019 Thirroul Backyard Mike Morphett 

Silvereye 2 3/06/2019 Thirroul Backyard Mike Morphett 

Silvereye 20 4/06/2019 Thirroul Backyard Mike Morphett 

Bassian Thrush 1 3/06/2019 Burrill Lake Pathway Charles Dove 

 
Please remember to forward all your sighting that you think would be appropriate and not necessarily a rare 
sighting to Darryl Goldrick. 
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