
TOPKNOT PIGEON

Description:

Similar species:

Distribution:

Habitat:

Seasonal movements

Feeding:

Scientific Name: Lopholaimus antarcticus
Atlas Number: 27

The Topknot Pigeon is a large grey pigeon with a swept back crest
that is grey in front and rusty red behind, giving the head an unique
shape. It is darker grey above, with dark grey, rounded wings, and
lighter grey below, with a pale tail band across the black tail. The eye
and bill are red, and the bill has two large bluish-green bumps at the
base. Females have a smaller, paler crest than males. Young birds
resemble females, with more mottling and have a browner head with
a much smaller crest. This species flies strongly and roosts high in

tall trees. It may be seen feeding acrobatically among fruits, often
hanging upside-down to reach them. It can be located by the sounds
of falling fruit and its sharp screech while feeding.

Young Topknot Pigeons might be confused with young White-
headed Pigeons, but have a darker face, a banded tail and lack the
greenish-black back. The Crested Pigeon, which is not at all similar,
can sometimes be called a Topknot or Topknot Pigeon, but its crest is
erect rather than drooping.

The Topknot Pigeon is found only in Australia, from Queensland,
along the coast to Broken Bay, New South Wales. It is rare in Sydney,
but has been seen as far south as Tathra and Bega, and occurs inland
to Inverell. Some birds have been seen in eastern Victoria and single
birds have been reported in Tasmania.

The Topknot Pigeon is found in rainforests and nearby wet forests
and woodlands, especially along moist sheltered gullies. It can also
be found in drier forests and will fly across open areas to feed in
rainforests or disturbed areas such as remnant forest patches, cleared
farmlands, exotic trees and shrubs, particularly Camphor Laurel and
Privet. It is very rarely seen in suburban areas, but will forage on the
outskirts of urban areas if Camphor Laurel and other fruits are
available.

:
Nomadic and highly mobile, follows seasonal fruiting patterns. In
Sydney, birds arrive from the north in autumn and winter. There is
also some altitudinal migration, from coastal areas to highlands
during spring and summer.

The Topknot Pigeon is frugivorous, feeding on a variety of rainforest
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fruits, as well as those of the introduced Camphor Laurels. They mainly
feed in the upper canopy, hanging from branches, often upside-down, to
reach fruit, flapping their wings loudly to keep balance. They can be
detected by the quantities of fruit they dislodge and the loud screeching
they make while feeding. They will travel long distances to find food,
often in large, straggling flocks.

After an elaborate courtship of bowing and parading displays, with
males also flying very high over canopy to attract females, the Topknot
Pigeon forms monogamous breeding pairs. Both parents build the flat,
loose and often flimsy stick nest in the crown of a tree, usually among
bushy branches or vines, from 2 m to 12 m from the ground. Both sexes
incubate the eggs and feed the young, using regurgitated 'pigeon milk'
from their crops in the earliest stages. Adults call to their young when
returning to the nest, and they are difficult to dislodge from the nest if
disturbed, crouching protectively over their young until an intruder is
quite close.

Topknot Pigeons have lost part of their rainforest habitat to clearing, but
have compensated by feeding on the introduced Camphor Laurel and
they may spread this weed in agricultural areas.

Breeding:

Living with us

Bird species cover text courtesy of http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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Monday 12th September   at 7.30pm 

Fairy Meadow Community Hall - Corner of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way Fairy Meadow. 

 

Two videos will be shown instead of a formal speaker this meeting: 
 

*  A River in Ireland- which mostly covers birdlife along with evocative views of green and misty 

landscapes. 

 

*  Bill Oddies " How to Watch Birdlife" - covering waders, starlings and the tit-family. All set in a 

Welsh background in early Spring. Boy does it look cold! 
 

If anyone has slides or videos to present please see the Master of ceremonies Ken Brown. 
 

Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a mug for supper after the meeting. 

 

           Leader Bill Zealey

Wednesday 14th September at 9.00am 
Gravellia Park Bulli 

 
Meet at 9.00am at the parking area near the entrance. Turn into Gravellia Park Road (lights) Follow road 
straight up to carpark app 400mtres. Carry morning tea 

In the event of inclement weather Contact Tom & Joan on 0407 268 279 – 4284 2051

 

Leader Betty Hudson

Saturday 17th September at 9am

Barren Grounds NR 

 

Meet in the Picnic Area Car Park at 8.30am, this is at the far end of the entry road.  

The entry to Barren Grounds NR is immediately to the left at the top of Jamberoo Pass very shortly 

after crossing a wooden bridge & passing through a narrow cutting. I would recommend travelling 

via Jamberoo Pass as there can be significant delays on Macquarie Pass due to the traffic control 

lights at the top. To reach Jamberoo Pass travel via Albion Park towards Jamberoo and shortly after 

Minnamurra River Bridge turn right on a road marked to Robertson. 

We will do two walks along tracks from the picnic area, one before returning there for lunch and a 

second after lunch. Bring a carry morning tea. 

The walks are through mainly eucalyptus forest with small areas of rainforest and others of heath 

land with the potential for a good variety of birds. We may even be very lucky and spot a Ground 

Parrot. All tracks are fire trails and relatively level but could be muddy after much more rain. 

If the weather is doubtful contact Betty on 4236 0307 before 7.30am or text mobile 0432 892 945 

 

Tuesday 20th September at 2pm  

Next Meeting will be held at Ken Brown’s home 12 Meads Avenue Tarrawanna. 0438 298 057 

Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting 

 

DEADLINE 25th September 2016 
For all articles & photos in the next IBOC newsletter PLEASE E-mail contributions:  
To Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au  or post to 3/15 Shepherd Avenue, Mollymook 2539.  
Ph: 0417 422 302 
 

IBOC WISHES TO WELCOME ITS NEW MEMBERS 

Alistair & Rosemary McIgorm -  Lyn Smith 

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
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August Club Meeting - Anna Knowlson  

 

Guest speaker – Bill Zealey “Evolving Hawaiian Birdlife” 

 

Bill and Joan Zealey lived in Hawaii from 1980 to 1983 working at the Observatory on Big Island; 

they subsequently revisited in 2015 and noticed some changes in bird populations. Bill explained 

that the archipelago of the Hawaiian Islands was formed by volcanic activity over millions of years; 

however Big Island was relatively ‘young’ being only formed about 1million years ago. Hawaii was 

colonised by many populations of peoples from as far away as Madagascar and Polynesia. Fossil 

records show that there were many bird species established on the islands but about half have since 

become extinct. Bill compared the evolution of the various Hawaiian honeycreepers to Darwin’s 

study of finches on the Galapagos Islands. Records show that half of the extinct birds disappeared 

following the colonisation by the Polynesians due to predation for food and the use of feathers for 

decorations. The other half disappeared following location of the islands by Captain Cook. With the 

introduction in 1826 of the mosquito carrying avian malaria and pox many of the remaining birds in 

the low lying areas were eliminated. The mosquito does not survive above 4000ft in elevation but 

some islands are only 5000ft high. Other pressures included clearing the forests for agriculture such 

as sugar and pineapple plantations. Also the introduction of non-endemic birds was encouraged up 

to the 1960’s. But there is hope, as since 1999 there has been conservation programs implemented 

with some endangered birds being released back into the wild and recovery of the Hawaiian endemic 

birds is improving. Thanks to Bill for sharing his experience and understanding of this unique 

habitat. 

 

Report for August Midweek Walk   - by Terry Edwell 

 

Walk at Bass Point 10th AUGUST  

 

We started our walk from the carpark just 

inside the entrance to Bass Point. There is 

usually a good sighting of Mistletoe Birds here 

but not a sign of them this time. The weather 

was fine and sunny with a cool breeze ideal for 

walking.  The usual birds were Spotted Dove, 

Lewin’s Honeyeaters, Eastern Spinebill and a 

Spotted Pardalote also a Eastern Yellow Robin 

could be heard. The wind and storms have 

done a lot of damage to the shrubs and trees 

and also a fair amount of lantana has been 

cleared so there was not as much cover for 

the birds.  

We continued on out to the point where we 

were hoping for some waders and sea birds. 

There were a couple of Oystercatchers and a 

few Terns out further on the rocks. A Gannet 

was spotted and Little Pied and Little Black 

Cormorants along with Pelicans and Gulls. We 

had our morning tea sitting on the rocks as we 

watched about 20 Ravens flying and doing 

dives and turns just enjoying flying.  

After morning tea a few of our Birders walked 

further around the point and the rest of us 

started back. There were not many birds on 

the way back a couple of Superb Wrens were 

seen, one had a really blue tail, and a Willie-

wagtail was dancing along scolding something.  

Back at the cars Tom was reading our list of 

birds and 2 Black-shouldered Kites flew right 

over us.  

Superb Fairy-wren    by Terry Edwell 

Black-shouldered Kite –by Terry Edwell 
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It was a very enjoyable walk on a pleasant 

day. Thanks to Bill for leading the walk and 

thank you for the company of my fellow Bird 

Watchers.       

 

Bird List for Bass Point 10th August 2016         39 Species            15 Members Attended 
Australian Gannet Silver Gull Spotted Pardalote Willie Wagtail 

Little Pied Cormorant Rainbow Lorikeet Eastern Spinebill Australian Raven 

Great Cormorant Crimson Rosella Lewin’s Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 

Little Black Cormorant Fan-tailed Cuckoo Little Wattlebird Silvereye 

Australian Pelican Satin Bowerbird Red Wattlebird Welcome Swallow 

Black-shouldered Kite Superb Fairy-wren New Holland Honeyeater Red-whiskered Bulbul 

Grey Goshawk White-browed Scrubwren Eastern Whipbird Red-browed Finch 

Sooty Oystercatcher Yellow Thornbill Pied Currawong  

Crested Tern Brown Thornbill Australian Magpie  

Additions Laughing Kookaburra European Goldfinch Cattle Egret 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Common Blackbird   

 

 
 

A few more Pic from Bass Point by Pam Hazelwood – 
White-browed Scrubwren T/L  - Australian Pelican B/L   - Australian Raven R 

 

 

Gun Rock Creek & Cecil Hoskins Reserve, Sunday 14th August, 2016 – By Betty Hudson 

 
On a mild sunny morning nine members met in the main street of Moss Vale after enjoying an early coffee in the 
local cafe. While waiting they recorded 8 species of birds feeding in the White Cedar Tree shading the footpath. 
Leaving town we drove to the start of Meryla Road, and then through farmland showing evidence of the previous 
heavy rains. Entering Meryla State forest the road narrowed and became gravel. A long winding drive saw us reach 
Bundanoon Creek Bridge which was under repair with a 20km speed limit, and shortly afterwards reached Gun 
Rock Creek Bridge. Here there was parking for 3 cars in a small area before the bridge and the 4x4’s had to park in 
a rough area over the bridge. At this point the creek was in a low gorge and running well. However due to the 
volume of traffic on the road birds were scarce with it being too dangerous to look from the narrow bridge. We soon 
got under way along the road before taking a fire trail to the left. This was well used by 4x4 drivers and badly 
eroded in places. Steadily climbing up the ridge the bush was bright with Wattle blossom. Several birds were heard 
calling but identification proved uncertain. Leaving the main track we turned left on a lesser track still gently 
climbing reaching an elevation of 600m. Crimson Rosella’s and a flock of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters flew through 
while a Kookaburra was heard calling and a White-throated Treecreeper was watched as it fossicked for grubs 
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hiding in the tree bark, with smaller birds hiding in the low vegetation teased us with quick glimpses. The track now 
led downhill over a series of rock ledges and the creek could be heard. Birds were much more in evidence with an 
Eastern Yellow Robin, Thornbills, Pardalotes and Scrubwrens as well as New Holland Honeyeaters and Eastern 
Spinebills feeding on the Banksia Ericifolia blossom. We found a track along the top of the gorge overlooking the 
creek & waterfall with flat rocks to sit on for morning tea. The waterfall was not visible and only at the point which 
the river flowed over the rock ledge to drop out of sight. Afterwards we explored the creek bank and Mike managed 
to cross to the opposite side where the bank of soil not rock, had been badly eroded by trail bikes. Leaving the 
creek we made our way back to the cars with a list of 16 species from a very pleasant walk. 
Returning to Moss Vale we headed out to Cecil Hoskins Reserve for Lunch. The reserve had dried out after being 
inundated by the recent rain. Sitting eating lunch we watched a small flock of Striated Thornbills diving into a thicket 
of dead bramble and coming out shaking water off their feathers and retreating to a nearby tree to dry and preen, 
thereby giving everyone a good look at them.  A party of Superb Fairy-wrens also had a quick stop there. Finishing 
lunch we walked along the track beside the lake where Pelicans were swimming and several Darters were in 
evidence. An Eastern Great Egret and a Purple Swamphen patrolled the shoreline looking for choice morsels while 
numbers of Coots, Wood Ducks and Pacific Black Ducks, with 1 or 2 Moorhens and an Australasian Grebe were 
feeding out on the water. A Grey Goshawk was seen flying overhead while in the tree along the path a Golden 
Whistler called, and a variety of small bush birds were in evidence. In the picnic area a Pied Currawong, Australian 
Magpie, and Grey Butcher bird patrolled and a Noisy miner made its presence felt. A good afternoons birding with 
27species recorded.  
 
A total of 41 species recorded over 3 locations & while travelling between location. Detailed list for each location 
attached. 
Thanks to Tom for keeping the bird lists and to all for making the long drive. 
 

Bird Lists 
Moss Vale CBD               9 members                     8 species                          8.45am to 9.15am 

Rock Dove Crimson Rosella Pied Currawong Magpie-lark 

Australian King Parrot Eastern Rosella Australian Magpie Common Starling 

 

Gun Rock Creek Falls Fire Trail                              16 Species                       10am to 12.15pm  
Crimson Rosella White-browed Scrubwren Striated Pardalote Grey Shrike-thrush 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo Brown Gerygone Eastern Spinebill Pied Currawong 

Laughing Kookaburra Brown Thornbill Yellow-faced Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 

White-throated Treecreeper Spotted Pardalote New Holland Honeyeater Tree Martin 

 

Cecil Hoskins Reserve                                             28 species                       12.30pm to 3.00pm  
Australian Wood Duck Grey Goshawk Brown Gerygone Golden Whistler 

Pacific Black Duck Purple Swamphen Brown Thornbill Grey Butcherbird 

Australasian Darter Dusky Moorhen Striated Thornbill Pied Currawong 

Little Pied Cormorant Eurasian Coot Striated Pardalote Australian Magpie 

Great Cormorant Crimson Rosella Eastern Spinebill Australian Raven 

Australian Pelican Superb Fairy-wren Yellow-faced Honeyeater Silvereye 

Eastern Great Egret White-browed Scrubwren Noisy Miner Common Blackbird 

 

Travelling around between walks                              6 species  
Australian Wood Duck Australasian Grebe Australian Raven Domestic Geese 

Pacific Black Duck Masked Lapwing   

  
Gun Rock Walkers   by Mike Morphett Gun Rock Creek Falls  by Mike Morphett 
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Book Review 

The Genius of Birds by Jennifer Ackerman 

 (Scribe, $35) 

As Jennifer Ackerman makes clear in her fascinating book, The Genius of Birds, tool use by birds is just one of the 

many areas in which birds display abilities that would have been thought impossible a few decades ago. Birds 

learn and innovate, developing novel solutions to technical challenges and passing them on to other birds. 

Crows remember the faces of people they dislike, and educate their fellows so the offending individual will find 

themselves mobbed years or even decades later. Northern hemisphere Magpies recognise their own reflection, 

suggesting they possess a sense of self. Jays seem to display empathy for their fellows, and to grieve. Crows are 

capable of analogical reasoning.  

The Genius of Birds offers an often awe-inspiring tour of these abilities and 

many more. Crows and Ravens don't just craft tools, they carry particularly 

useful ones with them; other birds have been known to use improvised 

weapons, hurling pine cones, jabbing enemies with sticks and even, in the 

case of one pernickety eagle, using a branch to bludgeon a recalcitrant turtle. 

Astonishing feats of navigation and memory allow birds to fly thousands and 

even tens of thousands of kilometres without getting lost. Birdsong and song 

acquisition rely on the same genes that govern language in humans. 

More deeply though, The Genius of Birds is an eloquent reminder that the 

abilities of birds (and indeed all animals) are ultimately the result of 

evolutionary adaptation, and that making sense of their abilities requires us 

to understand the world on their terms. 

James Bradley - The Sydney Morning Herald – July 22, 2016 (abbreviated) 

 

 

Parrot preschool teaches pet owners how to bond with their birds for life  
Han Nguyen 

The Sydney Morning Herald | 2016-08-13 

 

Forget the dog as man's best friend, why not find a forever companion in a parrot? With more than 

350 species worldwide, some parrots can live up to 80 years if they are well looked after. 

Described as intelligent, charismatic, colourful and musical birds, bird whisperer Patrick Richards 

from Kellyville Pets said parrots were becoming more and more popular as pets because they were 

"challenging animals you can own and the relationship you develop with them is very unique." 

With the popularity of the birds increasing, Kellyville Pets has now started a "Parrot Preschool" to 

teach owners how to look after their feathery friends. 

 

"They [parrots] receive so much benefit from being trained – it's a great source of enrichment in 

terms of building respect between you and your parrot, and it's also a really important way of 

helping avoid certain behavioural problems," Mr Richards said. 

"Dealing parrots for the first time, there's a bit of the parrot sorting you out and you sorting the 

parrot out. What the parrot preschool is about is it's arming you with the tools you need to bond 

with your parrot in a good way." 

 

Topics covered in the classes include building trust, handling techniques, socialisation, basic 

commands and trick training, body language, health and disease, environmental, enrichment, 

exercise and happiness. 

 

Mr Richard said because parrots can live for so long, it was important to train them so that if an 

owner was to pass away it would be easier for the parrot to transition to another family. 

"Birds are naturally monogamous, they bond for life in the wild so what the parrot will do is bond 

with their owner and become really attached to them," he said. 

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/parrot-preschool-teaches-pet-owners-how-to-bond-with-their-birds-for-life-20160812-gqrokx.html
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Dangers of Birdwatching in the bush 
Man to face court after crackdown on illegal  

hunting in Wollongong 
Kate McIlwain@kmcilwain   8 Aug 2016, 2 p.m. 

 
Illegal hunting has become a problem in the 

Illawarra, the NSW Department of Primary Industries 

says. File picture. 

A 31-year-old man will face court on Tuesday after he 

was arrested on the weekend during a crackdown on 

illegal hunting on public land in Wollongong. 

NSW Department of Primary Industries’ Game 

Licensing Unit head Troy Hogarth said the man was 

arrested after he was found to be illegally hunting on 

public land. 

“The man tried to flee and was later apprehended in a residential area,” Mr Hogarth said. 

“He was subsequently arrested and taken to Wollongong Police Station where a compound bow 

was seized along with a range of other hunting equipment.” 

Mr Hogarth said local intelligence had indicated that illegal hunting on private and public land was 

a significant problem in the Wollongong area. 

He said people hunting deer without a licence or permission of the land manger faced significant 

fines and seizure of equipment and motor vehicles. 

“Illegal hunting has a significant impact across the community [which is] fed up with people who 

don’t do the right thing,” he said. 

“The Wollongong operation, combined with the Game Licensing Unit’s recent work in the Liverpool 

Ranges, demonstrates to the community and game hunting licence holders that we are working 

hard to stop illegal hunting, which tarnishes the reputation of licensed, responsible and ethical 

hunters.” 

The man, who was charged with a number of offences, will face Wollongong Local Court on 

August 9. 
 

 

 

Forgotten Songs and a remembered songbird                                                                                    

Mike Morphett 

It was only thanks to Nola and Laurie Williams that I lately became aware of Forgotten Songs, referred to 

as a public art installation, constructed in Sydney’s Angel Place, which underwent a facelift as part of the 

Laneway/City Spaces Project seven years ago. City of Sydney Lord Major Clover Moore described it as 

“one of our secret gems, a laneway that’s fallen between the cracks of surrounding high rises.” Carol and 

I visited there on a July Saturday afternoon: a peaceful setting just down from the chaos of George Street 

roadworks for the reintroduction of tram transport and just round the corner from the City Recital Hall. 

Commemorating the songs of fifty birds once heard in central Sydney, Forgotten Songs is the impressive 

outcome of a collaborative input from a team of contrasting and complimentary specialties, whose 

members included the artist, Michael Thomas Hill, ornithologist and ecologist, Dr Richard Major, and 

Fred van Gessel, who provided the bird call recordings. Fred’s recordings also feature in the profiles of 

individual bird species on the Birds in Backyards website. I first met Fred at Charles Sturt University in 

Bathurst in 2004: he was on his final leg of the Certificate of Ornithology, whilst I had only just begun the 

course and fell by the wayside after completing the first half, content instead to join the bourgeoning 

population of citizen scientists; the course then switched to the current location of Albury Campus. From 

time to time Fred conducts a bird-call identification weekend course at Birds Australia Discovery Centre, 

Newington Armoury, followed by a field trip within the Cattai district, which I have attended and can 

thoroughly recommend. Concerned for the protection of the Illawarra Escarpment, Richard is a Coalcliff 

resident and Principal Research Scientist at the Australian Museum, our country’s oldest museum, and is 

also on the Birds in Backyard Steering Committee. Together with Holly Parsons, in 2007 he undertook a 

research project titled ‘Historical Changes in the Birds of Sydney’, comparing the bird community pre-

1900 with circa 2000, which, whilst still abundant, differed markedly from the time of European 

settlement: the number of parrot, exotic and carnivorous species had increased and honeyeater species 

were larger.  

http://www.illawarramercury.com.au/profile/323/kate-mcilwain
http://www.illawarramercury.com.au/profile/323/kate-mcilwain
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So it was Richard who came up with the list of fifty bird species that have generally disappeared from 

Sydney’s CBD and been banished to its margins and beyond. Their names are engraved in the granite 

pavers in Angel Place. I was surprised to see among them the Regent and Scarlet Honeyeaters, Varied 

Sittella and particularly the Spotted Quail-thrush. Excluded was the White-fronted Chat, Richard’s 

favourite bird and subject of his PhD research; originally it was recorded in 54 locations, but by 2010 in 

just two – Botany Bay and Sydney Olympic Park, but steadily declining in the latter. The opportunistic 

White Ibis, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Rock Pigeon and Common Myna have increasingly held sway in 

the city’s bird community, benefitting from the expanding urbanisation at the expense of the songbirds. 

 

Suspended from wires and forming a canopy above the laneway 

are 120 bird-cages, from which the bird calls emanate, but each 

one is bird-less. “You’ll hear these empty cages echoing with the 

sounds of the birds that once flew through Sydney’s centre,” 

Clover Moore had initially announced. A very brief video of this 

street scene can be viewed on a TreeHugger website.  

 

We went back to Angel Place some five hours later, hoping to 

hear the addition of nocturnal bird calls, such as the Powerful 

Owl’s, as advertised on the wall plaque, but we didn’t detect any; 

perhaps we didn’t stay long enough. For me the sight of those 

cages did evoke a memory going back half a century, when on 

shore leave I walked down one of the main streets of Malta’s 

capital, Valletta, and spotted a small cage hanging above a 

ground-floor window. It housed a canary that had a thin piece of 

wire attaching it by its chest to a perch. How I wished I could 

have emptied that cage.  
 

 
 

Spring 2016 Camp Forbes  15
th

 – 22
nd

 October 2016 
The IBOC Spring 2016 Camp will be held at Forbes Big 4 Caravan Park, 141 Flint Street, Forbes NSW 

2871, from Saturday 15
th

 October to Saturday 22
nd

 October 2016. Ph (bookings) 1800 641 207 or for 

other enquiries 02 6852 1055 

The full information re the venue & booking this camp was in IBOC’s May newsletter. 

Forbes is a large regional centre at the crossing of the Lachlan River by the Newell Hwy. The town has all 

the facilities usually provided such as Supermarket, pharmacy, butcher, baker newsagent clubs, cafes, 

doctor and regional hospital. 

The weather will be very changeable from hot to cold and all in between. Be prepared for cold nights as 

we are inland. 

There are a wide variety of different habitats for us to visit including Gum Swamp – permanent wetland, 

Weddin Mountains NP – mostly Callitris Pine ; Goobang NP between Parkes and Peak Hill with White & 

Yellow Box and Blakey’s Red Gum Grassy Woodlands, (Glossy Black Cockatoos also use the area); 

Nangar NP  near Eugowra with Red Stringybark & Scribbly Gum Woodland  with flowering orchids in 

spring; Conimbla NP nearer to Cowra which has a rich bird list & not forgetting Lake Forbes, the Lachlan 
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River & the Botanic Garden. Also Back Yamma State Park north of Forbes on the Newell Hwy. Other 

attractions are the Radio Telescope at Parkes; Motor Museum & Historical Museum in Forbes; Eugowra 

Historical Museum & Old Wares; Guided Tour Peak Hill Gold Mine; Cowra Japanese Garden & War 

Cemetery; 

With all these places to visit we are spoilt for choice for days out. 

Further information on any of these can be obtained from the Caravan Park or the Visitors Centre. 

For anyone arriving in the area before the 2
nd

 weekend in October there is always the Rankin Springs 

“Birds of the Bush: Festival (www.birdsofthebush.com or ph 02 6966 1215) 

Once you have booked please let Betty know as usual, on 4236 0307, by text on mobile 0432 892 945 or 

by email elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com 

 

 
 

  
Great pics of the Satin Bowerbird in Eclipse by Pam Hazelwood 

 

 
Magpie Geese at Forest Grove Kanahooka by Barbara Hales 

 

http://www.birdsofthebush.com/
mailto:elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com
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THE WHITE FACED HERON 

BILLY BLUE WREN 
My name is Billy Blue-wren, and I’m 

variegated too, 
There’s some that say that I’m superb, 
I think that’s pretty true. 

I’m a flutterer and flitterer, I hop and 
jump around, 

I flut and flit through all the bushes, 
and often on the ground. 

There’s some call me a fairy wren when 
I’m twittering my song, 

But unless I’ve been cuckoo-lded, then 
I can prove them wrong. 

I am a great polygamist, of wives, well 
I’ve got many, 

But I just don’t fancy any bird, they 
must be all called Jenny. 

And there’s people who have cameras, 
with lots of time to kill, 

Who try to take my photo, but I never 
will keep still. 

And if you’d like to see me, well it 
really isn’t hard, 

Just rid yourself of pussy cats- 

And we’ll visit in your yard. 

Billy Blue-Wren  

AKA Bigruss Dec 09 

I am a white faced Heron, 

 And my name is Mr. Jakes, 

I spend my life down on the coast, 

And at the edge of lakes. 

Of course I have a nickname, 

It’s not Curley, Fred or Mike, 

Folk say that I’m an old Blue Crane, 

And that’s a name I like. 

 

I do not dart or flitter, 

With me that’s not the case, 

I am a bird of elegance, 

I walk around with grace. 

 

Unlike those dreadful seagulls, 

I never visit tips, 

I spend my days out eating fish, 

And never beg for chips. 

And when you see me fishing, 

You’ll note I’m quite sedate 

As I move along the shoreline, 

 

Sometimes with my mate. 

I hate those ornithologists, 

They fill me with regret, 

They’ve declared I’m not a heron, 

They say I’m an egret 

Egretta Novaehollandae, 

Is the name they’ve hung on me, 

But I tell you I’m a heron, 

And that’s all I want to be. 

 

And how the hell would they know, 

They’re just a bunch of perves, 

Who hack into your private life, 

They just get on my nerves. 

 

I don’t want to be an egret, 

There’s one here who boasts he’s great, 

Others hang around the rear of cows 

A most unsavoury fate. 

Egrets are all pale or white, 

They are birds I’ll never be, 

If you want to know just who I am, 

You really should ask me. 

 

I am a White faced Heron, 

My name is Mr. Jakes, 

But you can call me ‘Old Blue Crane’, 

‘Cos you’re one of my mates. 

 

Bigruss July 2011 

 

 

 

HOODED PLOVERS 
The Plovers have now started nesting on the 

Beach along with the Pied Oystercatcher in 

the Shoalhaven region and hopefully with a 

bit more success than in recent years they 

might need some assistant in the survival of 

the eggs and chicks.  

The Little Terns should arrive in the next 

couple of Months and will also need help 

when they start to nest on our beaches. 

 
 

 

 

STOP PRESS. 
THERE ARE CHANGES TO ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS FOR BIRDING AT TALLAWARRA POWER 

STATION. I WILL PUBLISH DETAILS IN THE OCTOBER NEWSLETTER. 

HOWEVER, ANYONE WISHING TO VISIT THERE BEFORE THE NEXT NEWSLETTER RELEASE -

RING DARRYL GOLDRICK ON 0409628673 FOR DETAILS 
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SPECIES N
o
 DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Australian Brush-turkey 1 ?/7/16 Marshall Mount Rainforest  Andrew Knowlson 

Black Swan Pair 20-08-16 Factory Lane, Jamberoo Pond Ian McKinlay 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 1 06-A08-16 Tarrawanna Escarpment Ken Brown 

Wonga Pigeon Pair 20-08-16 Jerrara Dam Rd Roadside Ian McKinlay 

Topknot Pigeon 15+ 19-08-16 Thirroul Station Palm/Fig Trees Ian McKinlay 

Topknot Pigeon 5 17-08-16 Yatteeyattah Reserve Figtree Charles Dove 

Eastern Great Egret 1 26-07-16 Wollongong Stuart Park Anne Cousins 

Australasian Gannet 1 26-07-16 Sandon Point Offshore Mike Morphett 

Royal Spoonbill 24 14-08-16 Burrill Lake Lake Charles Dove 

Black-shouldered Kite 1 31-07-16 Maddens Plains O'head Anne Cousins 

Square-tailed Kite 1 04-08-16 Balgownie O'head at residence Pam Hazelwood 

Pacific Baza 1 24-07-16 Jerrara Scrub/Brush D+K Eddington_ 

Whistling Kite 1 11-13/8/16 Balgownie O'head Residential area Joan Zealey 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 08-08-16 Balgownie/Escarp O'head Terry Edwell 

Nankeen Kestrel 1 26-07-16 Slackey Creek, Bulli Norfolk Island Pine Mike Morphett 

Brown Falcon 1 05-08-16 Swamp Rd, Jamberoo Power Lines Kara Eddington 

Lewin's Rail 1 10-08-16 Lake Conjola Wetland Charles Dove 

Glossy Black-Cockatoo 3 10-08-16 Lake Conjola Casuarina Forest Charles Dove 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 70+ 19-07-16 Penrose Village Pine Trees Anne Cousins 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 19-08-16 Thirroul Rainforest Mike Morphett 

Azure Kingfisher 1 24-07-16 Jerrara Creek David Eddington 

Little Corella 5 17-08-16 Lake Illawarra South Casuarina Darryl Goldrick 

Superb Lyrebird 1 07-08-16 Jamberoo Scrub D+K Eddington_ 

Red-browed Treecreeper 3 16-08-16 Lake Conjola Eucalypt forest Charles Dove 

Green Catbird 1 19-08-16 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 

Green Catbird 1 08-08-16 Tarrawanna Garden Sue Brown 

Variegated Fairy-wren 2 08-08-16 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 

Southern Emu-wren 3 07-08-16 Lake Conjola Wetland Charles Dove 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill ~20 20-08-16 Lake Illawarra South Yard Darryl Goldrick 

Spotted Pardalote 9 07-08-16 Lake Conjola Bush Track Charles Dove 

Spotted Pardalote 1 09-08-16 Marshall Mount Raiinforest -creek edge Andrew Knowlson 

Eastern Spinebill 1 07-08-16 Tarrawanna Yard Alan Cousins 

Crested Shrike-tit 4 12-08-16 Narrawallee Eucalypt forest Charles Dove 

Golden Whistler 1 04-08-16 Marshall Mount Rainforest-creek edge Andrew Knowlson 

Grey Butcherbird 1 05-08-16 Dapto Yard Tera Wheway 

Eastern Yellow Robin 2 07-08-16 Al. Park Rail Garden Peter Fackender 

Common Blackbird 1 16-08-16 Lake Illawarra South Yard Darryl Goldrick 

Common Blackbird 1 30-07-16 Balgownie Garden Terry Edwell 

European Goldfinch 20+ 20-08-16 Factory Lane, Jamberoo 
 

Ian McKinlay 

European Goldfinch 8+ 29-07-16 Bellambi Yard Joan Wylie 

 

REMINDER 
For all your bird sightings please remember to send to Darryl Goldrick  

sightings@iboc.org.au  or post to 149 Reddall Parade, Lake Illawarra South 2528. 
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