
Major Mitchell Cockatoo

Description: 

Similar species: 

Distribution: 

Habitat: 

Seasonal movements: 

Scientific Name: Lophochroa leadbeateri
Atlas Number: 270

The Major Mitchell's Cockatoo is a small, largely white 
cockatoo with pink on the sides of its head, around its neck, on 
its underbody and under its wings. The crest appears white 
when folded but when raised and spread it has a broad red 
band with a yellow stripe through the middle. This cockatoo is 
also known as Leadbeater's, Desert, or Pink Cockatoo;

The stunning light pink colour makes this cockatoo 
unmistakable.  It is much paler than the Galah. 

Major Mitchell's Cockatoo is mainly found in inland arid 
areas, but sometimes strays well outside its normal range. In 
Queensland it is generally found south of 25*S in central, 
southern Queensland. In New south Wales it is widespread 
west of 147*E, but is found further east. In Victoria it is 
mostly restricted to the northwest of the state. It is found in a 
range of arid inland areas in South and Western Australia and 
in the Northern Territory, south of 17*S. (Birds seen near 
Brisbane, Sydney or Canberra are probably escapees from 
aviaries).

Major Mitchell's Cockatoos live mostly in semi-arid and arid 
areas, in dry woodlands, particuarly mallee. They are also 
found in stands of River Red Gum, Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis, or Black Box, E. largiflorens, and on sand 
plains and dunes. Sometimes they are found in other areas 
such as Acacia shrubland with a spinifex (Trioda) ground 
cover, or Banksia heathlands.

Major Mitchell's Cockatoos may live in much the same area 
all year round if there is sufficient water. They can be partly 
nomadic in arid areas, moving in response to the availability 
of food and water.  
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Feeding:
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Living with us

 
Major Mitchell's Cockatoos lives on a range of foods - seeds of 
grasses and herbaceous plants, fruit, roots, bulbs and insect 
larvae.

Major Mitchell's Cockatoos nest in large hollows in trees such as 
River Red Gum, E.  camaldulensis, Black Box, E. largiflorens, 
Coolibah, E. microtheca, or Callitris. The eggs are laid on a bed 
of decayed wood, woodchips and bark. Male and female will 
chew at a tree-hollow to enlarge it, and both will sit on the eggs 
while incubating them. Both male and female feed and preen the 
chicks.

Populations of Major Mitchell's Cockatoos have declined and 
their ranges been reduced by: land clearing, which has 
decreased the availability of nesting hollows; trapping and 
nest-robbing for the captive bird trade; replacement of suitable 
habitats with cereal crops, which reduces food variety.

Bird species cover text courtesy of http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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Wednesday February 8th at 5pm 

Meet at the Pine trees at the end of the roadway to Windang Surf Club at 5pm.  

Bring a picnic tea. Insect repellent is strongly recommended. We will walk out to the entrance and look 

for waders and other seabirds.  

Access is from Shellharbour Rd Windang. Turn east at the traffic lights at the Hotel (Boronia Avenue), 

then take the 2nd right. At the end, cross the road and enter the gateway to the foreshore park. Keep to the 

right hand roadway until you reach the carpark under the pine trees.  

Monday 13th   February at 7.30pm 

Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr. of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way Fairy Meadow. 
For almost forty years IBOC members have been heading for Cape York singly and in organised trips. Over that time the trip 

has become less of a challenge but is still a great milestone in our birding. Exotics like the Palm Cockatoo and Papuan 

Frogmouth have been added to our life-lists. Tonight we will remember the lure of the North with the help of archival images 

from Dave Thomson, Chris & Julie Cartledge, Bill & Joan Zealey and Alan & Anne Cousins and many others.  

 
                                        The First Trip                                                                          1996 Trip 

 
1981 Trip                      2010 Trip                                                           

 

Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup or mug for supper after the meeting. 
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Sunday 19th February at 9am 
 

Lake Conjola 
Meet at 9am at Lake Conjola Community Centre car park and toilets. 54 Lake Conjola Entrance Rd, Lake 

Conjola NSW 2539.  1hr:50 minutes from Wollongong. Bring Morning Tea and Lunch, or we will be 

stopping near the local fish shop adjacent to the Lake for Lunch if you need. 

 

Contact Charles Dove on mobile 0417 422 302 if weather is doubtful. 

 

Tuesday 21st February at 2pm 

 For the next Committee Meeting Please contact Bill Zealey 26 Lang Street Balgownie NSW 2519 

mob 0414747644 

Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting 

 

DEADLINE 24th February 2017 

For all articles & photos in the next IBOC newsletter PLEASE E-mail contributions:  

To Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au   

or post to 3/15 Shepherd Avenue, Mollymook 2539.  

Ph: 0417 422 302 

 

Another eventful and enjoyable year. The IBOC Committee maintained an active programme of 

meetings, mid-week and weekend walks and camps without a President and the frequent absence of 

many of its Committee. I’d like to thank the 2016 Committee for its work. 

   

Vice President:  Bill Zealey Secretary: Pam Hazelwood Treasurer: Ken Brown 

Committee Members:  Anna Knowlson, Darryl Goldrick, Jann Gowans, Betty Hudson. 

 

Our  program of monthly talks covered a wide variety of topics ranging from the more travel related 

talks on birding which took us to Hawaii, Portugal Costa Rica, Japan and Christmas Island, to the 

more practical:- Bird Sound Recording and Seabird Rescue. Members also made short presentations 

and videos of their bird slides at the 2016 AGM. The Christmas meeting reintroduced the Chairman’s 

Awards where deserving members are recognized for the funnier things they have done at camp. 

This year Kara figured prominently for her skills with a TomTom GPS. The Silent Auction raised in 

excess of $150 and everyone was a winner in Bird ID and Site Recognition competitions. 

The Easter and Spring Camps were again well attended and in excellent locations thanks to the 

organisational abilities of Betty Hudson. Easter 2016 camp was in Mount Warning and the Spring 

2016 camp, was planned for the Forbes area. However IBOC managed to synchronise this camp with 

the floods, so we relocated at the last minute to the coast at Narooma. Older IBOC members will 

remember that 15 years ago our camps always used to coincide with flood events…It looks like we 

are back in synchroncity. The final species count for Easter camp was 140 and the count for the 

Spring camp is 134. 

Thanks are due to Alan Cousins, Darryl Goldrick, Ken Brown and Pam Hazelwood who led our 

midweek and weekend walks. These included joint trips with the Cumberland Observers Club to the 

Royal N.P. and visits to the Australian Raptor Centre.    

Sylvia Garlick once again organized the Integral Park, Dapto, Introduction to Birds  and Bush Walk 

for Children which had an improved turnout.  

Kara Eddington led a group of IBOC and ILB members to bird in South Africa. Although not a formal 

Club event this was probably the furthest a group of our members have gone for a birding trip. 

The IBOC Newsletter has maintained its high standard of the Newsletter thanks to Charles Dove. 

Our 2013 edition of 'The Handbook of Birds found in the Illawarra, Shoalhaven and Southern 

Tablelands”, continues to be popular and is still selling well. Copies can be obtained by sending an 

email to zealey@uow.edu.au. 

 

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
mailto:zealey@uow.edu.au
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IBOC elected a new Committee for 2017:  

President- Bill Zealey, Vice President- Ross Gowans, Secretary-vacant, Treasurer- Ken Brown, 

Members- Tom Wylie, Darryl Goldrick, Jann Gowans + 1 vacant committee position 

 

IBOC awarded Betty Hudson Life Membership of IBOC for her outstanding contribution to the 

administration and smooth functioning of the club; a fitting recognition of Betty's sustained 

commitment and contribution to IBOC over the past 25 years. 

Integral Park, Dapto Saturday 10th December 2016  -                                       By Jann Gowans 
 
We arrived early to the Christmas picnic to encounter our two chefs, Tom and Neil, sitting on the tailgate 
of the trailer enjoying cold beers before cooking duties began.  A fantastic turnout rolled up with 33 
members and several guests.  A cohort of 18 of us went off to catch up and spot some birds as well!  It 
was good to see several obligatory Dollarbird on the wires.  No topknots though and no Doves either, 
winged or otherwise!  A pleasant surprise was seeing Varied Sittella in a Jacaranda tree.  We managed 
a great list of 37 species—not bad for an hour’s ramble.  Upon our return, everyone greeted the other 
newly arrived folks and filled their plates to enjoy another very successful Christmas BBQ.  Hopefully, 
everyone had a wonderful holiday with family and friends! 

 

Bird List for Integral Park Walk 10th December 2016  18 Members  37 Species 

Pied Cormorant Laughing Kookaburra New Holland Honeyeater Willie Wagtail 

Australian Pelican Dollarbird White-cheeked Honeyeater Australian Raven 

Australian White Ibis Superb Fairy-wren Eastern Whipbird Eastern Yellow Robin 

Little Corella Yellow Thornbill Varied Sittella Silvereye 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Eastern Spinebill Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Common Blackbird 

Rainbow Lorikeet Lewin’s Honeyeater Rufous Whistler Common Starling 

Australian King Parrot Yellow-faced Honeyeater Olive-backed Oriole Common Myna 

Eastern Rosella Noisy Miner Australian Magpie Red-browed Finch 

Channel-billed Cuckoo Little Wattlebird Grey Fantail European Goldfinch 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo    

 
 

Pam Hazelwood 

 
February 2017 marks the 40

th
 Anniversary of the formation of IBOC. The seed for the idea of the club sprang from 

an “Introduction to Ornithology” course conducted in term 3 1976 at WEA by Doug Gibson. In November of that 
year an informal meeting was held, largely at the instigation of Laurie Williams and Dave Walsh, to decide 
whether there was a need for a bird club in Wollongong. The meeting resolved to call the club Illawarra Bird 
Observers’ Club and to hold the inaugural meeting early in 1977. A group of 5 (Laurie Williams, Dave Walsh, 
Richard Miller, Peter Ison and Joy Appleby) were selected to draft a constitution, decide office bearers needed 
and fees to present to the first meeting. And so it began. 
Over the past 6 months I have been busy scanning our early newsletters. It has taken much longer than it should 
because I have found myself stopping to read reports and articles that have demanded my attention. I was 
impressed by the energy of those involved to conduct bird surveys and travel to see birds. Some of the highlights 
that remain with me are the trip reports of Laurie and Nola Williams, the walk reports of Peggy Merrett, the 
Illawarra Century (100 bird species seen in 24 hours) by Ron Imisides and Kevin Wood, the poems of Wal Emery  
and the articles of interest from Mike Morphett who is still an active contributor to our newsletter. The process of 
scanning and archiving all our newsletters as PDF documents is now complete and members will soon be able to 
have all on a DVD or USB key. There will be more about this later in the year. 
Only six of the original members remain with IBOC (Mary Eskdale, Ron Imisides, Richard Miller, Mike Morphett 
and Life Members, Laurie & Nola Williams. As time has passed our members have aged, we have migrated from 
canvas to cabins, from billy tea to cappuccino however our desire to see and learn from and about our feathered 
friends remains. Over 40 years IBOC has been a source of friendship and enjoyment for many.  
 

Please join us for afternoon tea at 2 p.m.  Saturday 25
th

 February at the Fairy Meadow Community Hall, 
Cnr Cambridge Ave & Princes Highway to renew old acquaintances and celebrate  

‘FORTY FABULOUS YEARS’! 
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Illawarra Bird Observers Club 

 

40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 

The Illawarra Bird Observers Club was founded in 1977 with the aim to join 

together people with a common interest who wish to further their knowledge and 

enjoyment of the bird life around them and encourage bird observing. 

 

The IBOC Committee invites past and present members  

to join us for afternoon tea to help celebrate on: 
 

Saturday 25
th

 February 2017 – 2pm 

 

At Fairy Meadow Community Hall 

Cnr Cambridge Ave & Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow 

 

A donation of a plate of food to share would be welcome. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

RSVP by 14/2/2017 by either E-mail: secretary@iboc.org.au or 

Phone Bill Zealey on 0414747644 or Post to: PO Box 56 Fairy Meadow 2519  

Or let a Committee member know you are coming. 

Please let us know if you require help with transport to the venue. 

 

mailto:secretary@iboc.org.au
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The last meeting of the year always takes a different form from the other meetings. Everyone participates, and this 
year was no different. Andy and Anna put a huge effort into organising the “Silent Auction” that has now become a 
regular attraction. Thanks to the generosity 
of IBOC members we raided over $250 for 
the club. Then followed a whirlwind of poetry, 
quizzes and a really unusual Pass the Parcel 
run by Tera and Neil Wheway. As always 
prizes flowed to  the best  tables for the 
identification of bird silhouettes and bird 
beaks and feet. The really tricky quiz was 
recognizing birding spots from aerial views 
from Google Earth. After the ceremonial 
cutting of the Christmas cake and 
refreshments we had the judging of the 
Come as a Bird competition. The bird of the 
evening was the King Parrot, but we also 
had a dress up section for a  “ Miscellaneous 
Bird”, won by the Cashmans. 

 
We reinstituted the IBOC Puffin Awards, closely modelled on the Hales 
Xmas Court in 1985, for some of the more memorable events/ mistakes 
etc. of the year. Awards went to the following members: 
Pam Hazelwood- for The Most Efficient Secretary of 2016 
Ken Brown- for Holding the fort during my numerous absences 
Betty Hudson – for The Potentially Wettest IBOC Camp……awarded a 
snorkel 
Roger Truscott- for having the largest telephoto lens on an IBOC trip 
Kara- South African Tour 
Guide Extraordinary with 
extreme faith in her 
TomTom….awarded a Michelin 
map of South Africa 
David- for being the most 
relaxed IBOC member on the 
South African trip…awarded a 
neck rest 
Brian and Barbara Hales- for 
being the IBOC members most 
likely to succeed in 
downsizing….awarded a bin bag 
Terry Dawson, Neil McKinley and Neil Wheway-  
The   Lumberjacks….awarded a box of firelighters 
 

The poems that were read included two that were very apt  
for the IBOC males… 

on by Blue The Shearer  
entitled “The Trailer” and “Good Looker” written by Glenny Palmer.  

The latter related a husbands inability to find what they are looking for 
(even when its under their noses)  

had all the ladies turning to their partner as if to say “  
that’s you to a tee”. 

 
Once again it was a great way to ease into Christmas and a busy 2017. 

 
A great thank you to everyone that made the evening such a success. 

Bill Zealey 
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GOOD LOOKER by Glenny Palmer 

 
A Thousand Camp Fires: Australian bush 

verse- past, present, future, 2000  

edited by Royal Agricultural Society, Victoria 

 

I have a place for everything  

And all is in it's place, 

But when my hubby's searching 

Things just vanish without trace. 

 

He opens up the cupboard door 

And says, 'It's not in here'. 

I think he's waiting for the thing 

To wave to him and cheer. 

 

'It must be in there somewhere, 

You just used it yesterday.' 

'Nope,' he says with arms still folded... 

'Not in here,no way'. 

 

By now I'm getting crabby 

'Cause I've got my job to do, 

But for the sake of peace 

I take up searching too. 

 

I reach inside the cupboard 

And I shift a tin to two. 

Do you believe in miracles? 

The thing comes into view. 

 

And does he hug and kiss me 

'Cause the flamin' thing is found? 

Not on your life, that's when 

He turns the situation round. 

 

He accuses me of hiding it: 

'You shouldn't shove it here.' 

'I haven't shoved it anywhere- 

At least not yet, my dear.' 

 

So now I'm an inventor 

And I'm working on a plan 

To make a see-through cupboard  

That will liberate my man. 

 

The shelves are all transparent, 

Things are set to wave and cheer 

Automatically, when 

Someone says, It's not in here.' 

 

 

The Trailer BLUE - the shearer (© Col 

Wilson) 
 
In my very early childhood, I learned to crawl and walk, 

To use the potty on command, to gurgle, goo, and talk, 

And in good time, I went to school, and learned to read and write. 

To co-exist in playgrounds. To run and jump, and fight. 

When I grew up, I got a job. A wife, and family too. 

In short, I did the kind of things that most men get to do. 

And whilst my life may not have gained the ultimate success, 

I can say, with modesty, it's not a total mess. 

That's why I find it difficult to contemplate my failure  

Despite my years of trying to; I still can't back a trailer. 

All my friends who have one, seem to do it well, 

So why do my attempts end up a journey into hell? 

When I bought my trailer, six by four and painted green, 

I thought it was the nicest trailer I had ever seen. 

I hooked it on, and drove it home, determined to arrive 

In a blaze of glory, by backing up the drive. 

I knew the theory, left hand down, to back it to the right, 

Right hand down to guide it left. As I said, I'm bright. 

But theory into practice, though it may sound commonsense, 

For me, seems quite impossible, and so, I hit the fence. 

Quite a crowd soon gathered round. Advice was far from lacking, 

With every new arrival asking: "Having trouble backing?" 

I finally unhooked it, and wheeled it through the gate, 

Up the drive, and round the back, so I could concentrate 

On learning how to back it, this trailer so perverse  

Instead of getting better, I kept on getting worse. 

You can see where I've been learning, my area of practice, 

The woodpile fence is broken, and all the shrubs are cactus. 

The corner of the garage is gone, no trees are left alive, 

And I've completely flattened both the down pipes in the drive. 

The clothes hoist has a nasty bend. The sprinklers are no more, 

And the imprint of the number plate is on the toilet door. 

My backing reputation now, is legend in this town. 

I'm down the street. Some smartarse says: "Hey Blue it's left hand 

down." 

But since I've bought my trailer, I have to persevere. 

Accidents don't worry me. It's ridicule I fear. 

So, when I take it to the dump, I hope no one's around, 

But folk just seem to know I'm there. Spectators abound. 

They hope I'm going to duplicate that trailer backing sin, 

And go too near the edge again, and drop the damn thing in. 

But finally, I've solved it. The problem's not so hard. 

I only drive it forward now, when I'm not in the yard. 

In the matter of reversing, there's really nothing to it. 

When I need to back it, I just get the wife to do it. 

BLUE - the shearer (© Col Wilson) 
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IBOC 1977 TO 2017- THE 40
TH

 ANNIVERSARY    - by Bill Zealey 

Thanks to our Pam Hazelwood, our departing secretary, we now have a complete set of 

IBOC Newsletters in digital form. In celebration of our 40
th

 Anniversary we will be 

publishing an article from past Newsletters each month.  

The early Newsletters were short and to the point. The club’s aims have remained pretty-

well unchanged over the intervening 40 years. Laurie Williams was at the helm in those 

early days. 

 

 

 
 

The first Christmas Party in 1977 set the format for 
things to come. The  Weekend Trips went fairly far 

afield and IBOC members were often warned to be on 
time “or else”. 

 

 
 

Within a year the cartooning talents of IBOC members were coming to the fore. The 
Newsletter grew in size. The 1979 program began to take on an appearance today’s 

members would easily recognise, though we might not be au fait with many of the 

speakers. Of note is a talk by Vince Serventy, the a noted Australian author, 
ornithologist and conservationist . 

 
The first camp occurred in 1978 with a 3 day trip to Bungonia and a 2 day 

“accommodated” visit to Munghorn Gap. 
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In 1979 the Committee 

was composed of   

 

President -Laurie Williams 

Secretary-Terry Dunlea 

Treasurer- Ron Almond 

Field Officer- Mike 

Morphett 

Atlassing- Dave Thomson 

Technical-Doug Gibson 

Librarian- Hazel Emery 

Display Boards- Wal 

Emery  

Supper-Ruby Johnson 

 
Clearly they proved a very 
effective committee and laid 
the foundations for a club 
where all members 
Contributed to its operation. 
Laurie Williams comments 
towards the end of 1979 

continue to be relevant 
almost 40 years later. 

 

 

Roydon Ng  - SMH – 16 Jan 17 

Sydney's prime waterfront real estate is being overrun by squatters looking for free food. 

Cockatoos are flocking to urban areas and city parklands where food scraps left by humans are 

plentiful and waterfront roosts abound. 

Favourite roosts for Sydney's sulphur-crested cockatoos include Mrs Macquarie Road, Royal 

Botanical Gardens and Rushcutters Bay. 

Australian Museum ornithologist Dr Richard Major says that there has been "no major migration for 

cockatoos although [they have] been breeding up more in number". 

The first Birds in Backyards survey found that they were the fifth most commonly reported bird 

species in Sydney, being recorded in 60 per cent of gardens. 

Parrots and cockatoos have a strong cognitive ability and have become "winners of urbanisation" as 

they have adapted to thriving off resources such as food waste discarded by humans. 

Working with Royal Botanic Garden, the University of Sydney and the Australian Museum, Dr Major 

is running a project studying the behaviour of cockatoos called 'Wingtags'. 

In the past four years, more than 100 sulphur-crested cockatoos Cacatua galerita have been 

tagged and tracked across Sydney. 

The project has so far uncovered that Sydney's birds belong to four major social network groups in 

the city, with each having their own unique behaviours when it comes to communicating and 

looking for food. 

Sydneysiders have been told to expect more cockatoos as the birds hone their food scavenging 

skills. 

Retrieving food from rubbish bins in the city is a newly learnt behaviour that continues to fascinate 

researchers, with birds able to open the lids of closed wheelie bins. 

One cockatoo was caught on camera opening the kitchen window of a Mosman home in 2015. 

Acknowledging that large numbers of cockatoos and other birds are sometimes perceived to be 

pests, Dr Major said we need to "be more tolerant [and] learn to live with the birds that are sharing 

the environment with us".  

Touching or hand feeding a cockatoo is not recommended as some may carry beak and feather 

disease as well as bite. 

With the increase in development in the city, the preservation of tree hollows is essential to 

maintaining natural breeding and resting grounds for the birds. 

If you see a tagged cockatoo or a bird behaving unusually, Dr Major recommends getting in touch 

with the Wingtags project so researchers can examine it. 
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Big fall in number of migratory seabirds as rising sea 

covers vital mudflats  
Peta Gilbert – SMH – December 17, 2016 

Birds migrating from the Arctic to Botany Bay for the summer months are dwindling in number due 

to increasing coastal development and climate change, according to experts. 

Philip Straw, an environmental consultant on waterbirds and wetlands, said migration has 

decreased in the Botany Bay area by more than 40 per cent. 

"Some species, like the eastern curlew and curlew sandpiper, have declined by up to 80 per cent," 

he said. "We need to protect this site because it is so important to the migratory shorebirds." 

The construction of a third runway for Sydney Airport and the expansion of Port Botany in 2014 has 

meant less coastal areas for these endangered birds to roost, he said. 

Director of the Centre for Ecosystem Science Richard Kingsford said bird numbers have fallen from 

2000 in the 1970s to fewer than 1400 today.  

"We have data that has been collected since 1944 and we've been able to monitor the numbers of 

these birds," he said. "It's developments like the Port Botany expansion that destroy yet another 

area where migratory birds are declining." 

During the Port Botany Expansion, to compensate for the removal of some of the habitat, Sydney 

Ports renovated and improved areas for the birds, however Professor Kingsford is sceptical that this 

action mitigated the removal of the birds' original habitat. 

Climate change also poses a threat, with the birds feeding on low-lying mudflat areas that are 

increasingly covered by rising sea levels. 

Phil Straw consultant avian and wetlands ecologist with local bird experts from the NSW Wader 

Study Group on the south-east side of Botany Bay on Thursday. Photo: Peter Rae 

"The problem with living in a city like Sydney is that there is limited space, if sea levels rise and 

encroach we can't push the whole city back, there is limited space to work with in the first place," 

Professor Kingsford said. 

The area, which has been deemed a "wetland of International Importance" for more than 40 years, 

hosts about 35 species of migratory birds who stay in Botany Bay from September to April each 

year. 

Eastern curlews at Botany Bay.  Photo: Peter Rae 

"The birds rely on this area of Towra Point Reserve, particularly when they need to fly home 

because in order to 'fuel up' they need to put on 60 per cent of their body weight in fat," Mr Straw 

said. "If there's no land to feed on, they won't have developed enough fat storage meaning they 

won't attempt the journey home and as a result they don't breed." 

HAVE BRUSH TURKEYS TAKEN OVER YOUR GARDEN?  
Brush turkeys have got a bad reputation, but there are good reasons to admire — if not love — this native bird. 
Read the full story  
http://ab.co/2jhFSZk 

 
SCIENCE: NESTING HOLLOWS FOR CARNABY'S COCKATOOS BREED RESULTS 
A Perth university's program to encourage the threatened Carnaby's cockatoo to breed in urban areas by 
installing custom-built nesting hollows is hailed a success, after five chicks hatched this year. 
Read the full story  
http://ab.co/2hNhXjV 

 

  
Capertee Valley Regent Honeyeater Tree Planting: 5 to7th May and 18 to 20th August 

The May and August tree-planting is subject to the availability of funding.  
Our current grant (from the federal government through Central Tablelands Local Lands  
Services) expires in June 2017 although there may be sufficient funds left over to fund an additional planting and we are hopeful 
that additional funding may be secured in the interim. For more information: http://birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-southern-
nsw/projects-initiatives-s 
  
COWRA Woodland Birds Survey Dates in 2017: 

February: Saturday and Sunday 11th and 12th 
April: Saturday and Sunday 22nd and 23rd 
July: Saturday and Sunday 22nd and 23rd 
October: Saturday and Sunday 14th and 15th 
  
ANSTO Feathermap: Become a citizen scientist today by collecting wetland bird feathers you find on the ground or in the water 

and help researchers create the first ever Feather Map of Australia. Details: http://feathermap.ansto.gov.au/  

http://ab.co/2jhFSZk
http://ab.co/2hNhXjV
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FREE Guided Bird Walks around the Newington Armory –    on the last Sunday of the month, for one hour. Please meet 

near the bicycle hire, just inside the gates to the Armory, at 10 am. 
This fascinating walk around the Newington Armory helps people of all ages to identify and spot birds in their natural habitat. 
Tours are led by knowledgeable guides who will open up the world of birds for you. The walk is suitable for all ages. 
Please call (02) 9647 1033 or email southernnsw@birdlife.org.auif you require any information. Bookings are not necessary, just 
meet at the Visitor’s Centre inside the gate to the Armory (near the bicycle hire) at 10am. 

Peregrine Falcon By Pam Hazelwood Square-tailed Kite By Pam Hazelwood 
  

 
Pacific Baza – by Peter Salvair 
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SPECIES N
0
 DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Australian Pelican 9 20-01-17 Balgownie Yard o'head Pam Hazelwood 

Australian Wood Duck 34 22-12-16 Brickworks Estate, Bulli Retention Basin Mike Morphett 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 2 08-01-17 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 

Topknot Pigeon 6 10-12-16 Dunmore Tree K and D Eddington 

Topknot Pigeon 1 31-12-16 Crini's Carpark, Figtree Trees(fruit laden) Joan Zealey 

Tawny Frogmouth 3 12-12-16 Balgownie Residential Melaluca Tree Neil McKinlay 

White-throated Needletail 10+ 20-01-17 Huskisson O'head Peter Salvair 

Eastern Osprey 1 09-12-16 Balgownie O'head Joan Zealey 

Square-tailed Kite 1 16-20/01/2017 Balgownie Yard o'head Pam Hazelwood 

Pacific Baza 1 20-Jan-17 Huskisson O'head Peter Salvair 

Whistling Kite 1 16-Jan-17 Balgownie 
O'head across 
Balgownie Rd 

Joan Zealey 

Peregrine Falcon 2 26-11-16 Mt Keira O'head Mike Morphett 

Peregrine Falcon 1 20-01-17 Balgownie Yard o'head Pam Hazelwood 

Sooty Oystercatcher 5 05-01-17 Sharkey's Beach, Coledale Rock platform Mike Morphett 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 6 5-9 Dec '16 Tarrawanna Trees Alan/Anne Cousins 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 2 28-11-16 Thirroul/Bulli Woodlands Creek Mike Morphett 

Galah several 16-01-17 Balgownie 
Trees (return from 
long absence) 

Pam Hazelwood 

Long-billed Corella >60 all Jan '17 
Reddall Parade,Lake Illawarra 
South 

O'head every day at ~ 
7.00am 

Darryl Goldrick 

Little Corella ~100 All Jan 2017 Primbee 
O'head/Roosting/ 
Grazing 

Ron Imisides 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 1 11-12-16 Rhodedendrom Gardens 
Rainforest Nature 
Walk 

Mike Morphett 

Brush Cuckoo 1 heard All Dec Balgownie Forest Terry Edwell 

Powerful Owl 1 fem 31-12-16 Excelsior Mine Environs Calling - rainforest Mike Morphett 

Dollarbird 1Ad+1 fled 02-01-17 Woonona Residential Trees Joan Zealey 

Superb Lyrebird 1 11-12-16 Rhodedendrom Gardens 
Rainforest Nature 
Walk 

Mike Morphett 

Yellow-throated Scrubwren 5 11-12-16 Rhodedendrom Gardens 
Rainforest Nature 
Walk 

Mike Morphett 

White-browed Scrubwren 4 11-12-16 Rhodedendrom Gardens 
Rainforest Nature 
Walk 

Mike Morphett 

Varied Sittella 3 10-12-16 Integral Park Dapto Trees IBOC 

Golden Whistler 2 11-Dec-16 Rhodedendrom Gardens 
Rainforest Nature 
Walk 

Mike Morphett 

Australasian Figbird 1 10-12-16 Fairy Meadow (Aldi Carpark) Garden Joan Zealey 

Australasian Figbird 9 26-11-16 Gerringong Park, Fern St Mike Morphett 

Australasian Figbird 2 Immat 30-12-16 Corrimal Stocklands Trees Joan Zealey 

Australian Raven 24 26-12-16 Port Kembla Beach O'head Mike Morphett 

Black-faced Monarch 2 11-12-16 Rhodedendrom Gardens 
Rainforest Nature 
Walk 

Mike Morphett 

Eastern Yellow Robin 2 11-12-16 Rhodedendrom Gardens 
Rainforest Nature 
Walk 

Mike Morphett 

Bassian Thrush 2 11-Dec-16 Rhodedendrom Gardens 
Rainforest Nature 
Walk 

Mike Morphett 

Australasian Pipit 1 26-Nov-16 Minnamurra 
Kiama Coastal 
Walkway 

Mike Morphett 

https://www.facebook.com/Illawarra-Bird-Observers-Club-NSW-Australia-223624561002229/

