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EARLY Midweek Walk:                leader Betty Hudson 
Outing & Picnic Wednesday 4th February 2015 
Berkeley Boat Harbour Wetlands & Lake Foreshore 
Meet in the car park at the intersection of Holborn St & Northcliffe Drive Berkley at 5pm. 
When travelling from either north or south leave the Freeway at the Northcliffe Drive exit and turn 
towards Warrawong (R from the South & L from North). Continue to the roundabout after the traffic 
lights at St Mary’s Retirement Village. Turn right into Holborn St. The car park is by the children’s 
playground on the corner. 
Bring a picnic tea to eat after the walk. There are under cover tables etc adjacent to the car park, as 
well as toilets. 
For those so inclined a Fish & Chip shop is located at the boat harbour! An easy meal anyone?  
Check opening Hrs. Insect repellent is strongly recommended. We will walk along the edge of the 
park to the boat Harbour, check the harbour itself and then continue along the pathway to Wollamai 
Point and look for waders and other seabirds. Return is the same way or along the road. 
Contact Betty Hudson on mobile 0432 892 945. If the weather is bad a decision to cancel is made by 
3pm to enable people to travel to the venue. It is your responsibility to contact Betty.  

 
Club Meeting:    Monday 9th 

Mark Edwell- The Kokoda Trail. 
The campaign in Papua from July 1942 to January 1943, of which the fighting on the Kokoda Track 
formed a large part was, with respect to the direct security of Australia, the most important ever 
fought by Australian soldiers. Mark, a military historian, is the President of the Friends of Kokoda 
and has been active in the school's program. He plays a role in the Kokoda Memorial Walkway that 
has seen  increasing numbers of schools attending for excursions.  Mark will describe the Kokoda 
Track and discuss its significance to Australia and the outcome of WWII. 
Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting.

 
Monthly Outing:    Sunday 15th     Leader Charles Dove  
Booderee National Park, Jervis Bay. Meet at the pay station car park at 9 am. (Entry fees are 
payable as this is not a NSW NP - $11 per car or $5.50 with Concession Card i.e. pension or 
disabled. NB Seniors Card not accepted).  
Travel south along Princes Highway to Nowra, continue south to Jervis Bay turn off, take the left 
turn to Jervis Bay and continue several kilometres to a roundabout and go straight ahead. After 
payment at entry station take left hand lane to car park. Bring morning tea and lunch. As it is a 
February day it may be quite hot so we will probably go first to Murray’s Beach and then on to the 
Botanic Gardens. 
If the weather is bad a decision to cancel is made by 7.15am to enable people to travel to the 
venue. It is your responsibility to contact Charles 0417 422 302. 

 
 

Next Committee Meeting:   Monday 16th     February 
at Bill & Joan Zealey's home, 26 Lang Street, Balgownie, at 7.30 pm - Ph 4283 4687 
Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting.

 
 

Newsletter: 
Deadline for articles and photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 21st February 2015 
Email contributions to Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 8 Carroll Avenue, 
Lake Conjola 2539. Ph: 0417 422 302. 

 
 

Fees for 2015 
 

A motion at the AGM to increase the fees was passed. 
So fees will be Singles $40 & Families $50 as from 1.01.2015 

Renew at next meeting or download membership form from website iboc.org.au 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 2014      Report for End of Year Activities 
The 2014 activities for IBOC ended first with the Annual BBQ and bird walk at Integral Park, Dapto 
on Saturday 6th December. 32 members attended but unfortunately the weather took a hand and 
the walk was cut short. However, a good number of species were observed on the curtailed spotting. 
The BBQ was again well catered for by Neil Wheway where he and Tom Wylie cooked the sausages 
etc. to perfection, thanks again to you both. The late afternoon / early evening was enjoyed by us 
all and was evident by the hearty chatter around the tables. 
The Annual Christmas party followed on Monday 8th December and was again attended by 32 
members who all appeared to enjoy themselves. Members were issued with a lucky door prize ticket 
on admission. The prize draw was again carried out by Peg McKinlay who last year drew out son 
Neil’s ticket, this year she drew out daughter-in-law Pam’s ticket - coincidence? A table quiz from 
“Birds in Backyards” was well answered with one table getting all 10 questions correct. A silent 
auction was set up on tables at the rear of the hall with items donated by members. The result of 
the auction was a total of $150 for club funds, thanks to members who donated items and to Anna 
Knowlson for organising this auction. 
Bill Zealey conducted a brilliant photo quiz involving recognising and naming 32 different parrots. 
The quiz was won by Peter Fackender who identified 29! Joan Zealey gave us a very interesting 
story of their early life and Mark Edwell assisted by me in his sketch about Nelson and Hardy 
concerning life in the sailing ship navy as it would be today. An item about a Bull Ant by Neil 
McKinlay assisted by Anne Cousins ended with a presentation to her of a metal sculpture of a Bull 
Ant mounted on a wooden plaque with an inscribed foot, could this have been aimed at me? I 
believe that this little item was concocted by Neil McKinlay, Pam Hazelwood and Andrew and Anna 
Knowlson. The best dressed members awards went to Tera Wheway and Andrew Knowlson, thank 
you for taking the time to dress up. For most of the evening the screen was filled with the great 
photographs of Charles Dove. 
The evening was split into two parts with the break at 8pm., for us all to enjoy the food provided by 
members. The tables were also provided throughout the evening with soft drinks and nibbles 
organised by Sylvia Garlick. At the end of the proceedings the incoming President, Bill Zealey 
presented me with a card signed by members and a Tea Towel from Norfolk Island which has the 
club motto ‘One good tern deserves another’ printed on it, how appropriate. 
Thank you all for your friendship and support during the 5 years of my Presidency which I am sure 
you will continue to give to Bill Zealey. 
 
Have a safe, happy and prosperous 2015, see you all then. 
Alan Cousins 

 
PRESIDENTS INCOMING MESSAGE                                                      
Welcome to all IBOC members and those considering joining us for 2015. I was somewhat surprised 
last year, upon joining up with the IBOC Lake Cargelligo camp at the end of our seven month trip 
around Australia, to be asked to stand as President.  Joan and I have been members of IBOC since 
coming out to Australia in 1985. We have gained a lot from the friendship and support of IBOC 
members. We have gained an insight into aspects of the Australian countryside and outback a result 
of the many camps and trips we have been on with IBOC.  The older members of IBOC may not 
have realised that they played the role of surrogate grandparents to our three and later four 
children. In doing so they instilled a lifetime interest in birds, mammals and insects in our now adult 
children. 
I welcome the opportunity to repay some of that time and effort that has made IBOC events so 
much a part of our life. 
2015 brings a lot of new members to the IBOC Committee. If we are to succeed in making 2015 as 
successful as previous years we need your continued support and ideas. Unfortunately we have had 
to raise our subscriptions to cover our outgoings. How can we reduce our cost; how can we raise 
funds. These are some of the challenges we will need to consider over the next year. 
What interests you.. what turns our members on? We need input into possible speakers; not just for 
2015 but for future years. Grab a committee member and make some suggestions.  
Finally enjoy the program of talks and walks we have put together for the year ahead and have a 
great year of birding. 
 
Bill Zealey 
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Illawarra Bird Observers Club 2015 Committee 
 
President     Bill Zealey  
Vice President     Betty Hudson 
Secretary     Pam Hazelwood 
Treasurer     Ken Brown 
Committee Members (4) 
      Anna Knowlson 
      Darryl Goldrick 
      Jann Gowans 

Terry Edwel 
 
Ex Officio positions: 
Public Officer     Chris Cartledge 
Newsletter Editor    Charles Dove 
IBOC Facebook Site    Charles Dove 
Activities Officer Monthly Walks  Alan & Anne Cousins 
Activities Officer Camps   Betty Hudson 
Activities Officer Mid-Week Walks  Rupert Jarvis 
Records Officer     Darryl Goldrick  
Librarians     Ann Cousins & Terry Edwell 
Web Master     Chris Cartledge 
 
Name Tags      Neil Wheway 
Hall       Tom Wylie 
Notice Board     David & Sylvia Garlic 
Supper      Joan Wylie & Tera Wheway 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Hunter Wetlands Trip 23-26th February 2015 

 
REMINDER Our trip to the Hunter Wetlands is this month from Monday 23rd to Thursday 26th 
February 2015.  Accommodation is at Karuah Jetty Caravan Park, 30 km north of Hexham. 
 
We will meet for a get together before dinner somewhere in the park. Full details of the trip were 
in the September Club Newsletter. In case you missed out they are also on IBOC’s web site. 
I am looking forward to seeing you all there. 
 
Any queries  please phone Betty on 4236 0307 or mobile 0432 892 945 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Library DVD’s. 
Would all members please check their DVD library 

for any that might belong to IBOC, there are a 
number missing that have not been recorded as on 

loan, thank you 
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Report for Lake Cargelligo Camp October 2014              by Betty Hudson 
25 members enjoyed a hot dusty camp in a drought stricken Lake Cargelligo Caravan Park where the new managers Kate & 
Dan, who had taken over the previous week, made us very welcome. The only surface water was irrigation supplies from the 
Lachlan River which was full & fast flowing. 
After setting up camp, my 1st outing was an early morning visit to the nearby sewage ponds, where I was rewarded with the 
sight of 100+ red-necked Avocet; 60+Black-winged Stilt; 90+ Gull-billed Terns among many others. The highlight was my 
first sighting of a Ballion’s Crake feeding close to the path. Subsequent visits with the group & individually gave us a 
remarkable list of 67 species including 2 not on lists for the area- Plum-headed Finch; and Common Sandpiper. 
Due to the hot very dry weather it was agreed that our best hope for birds was in the vicinity of water- so some well known 
spots as well as a few new ones were explored with mixed results. We also decided to leave early in the morning, return for 
lunch and then head out again in the late afternoon where possible. Afternoon’s at the swimming pool were very popular, as 
well as cabins with air-conditioning! 
The sprinklers trying to green up the grass in the caravan Park were popular with the birds especially a pair of Mallee Ring 
Neck’s and Common Blackbirds. Water was unlimited as the lake was full and the Lachlan River was also very high & 
running fast. 
An afternoon visit to Booberii Creek Bridge on the Mt Hope Road (29 species), where a little stagnant water remained gave a 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle; Whistling Kite & Black Kite all flying over, while in the forest a number of small birds were seen 
including Sacred Kingfisher; Brown Treecreeper; Chestnut Thornbill; Striped Honeyeater; Restless Flycatcher; Grey-crowned 
Babbler; and a number of Parrots. 
On a day which promised to be marginally cooler, we headed out early to Round Hill & Nombinnie NR via Euabalong. The 
first stop was at the old road works depot on the northern side of the road opposite the Whoey Tank Track. The dam which we 
have always found with some water was dry. With the resulting scarcity of the small birds we had hoped to see. Some time was 
spent searching and when I looked around no-one was in sight & I had trouble orientating myself to get back to the cars! After 
morning tea in sparse shade we headed over the road to Whoey Tank where after a short walk we recorded a Southern 
Whiteface; Singing Honeyeater; and 6 species of Thornbills. After lunch in some welcome dense shade we decided to head to 
Nombinnie NR with those in 4x4’s continuing along the track and the rest returning to the sealed road before turning off on the 
Murrin Bridge road. Very corrugated & rough. Meeting at the corner of the old wheat paddock we spent some time trying to 
keep in the shade while looking for birds. Ken, Cara & Rupert were rewarded with a Southern Scrub-robin Only 10 species 
were recorded that afternoon but the Zealey’s added the Chestnut Quail-thrush later in the week. A further stop was made at 
the railway crossing to let us recover from the bone jarring ride from Nombinnie. A small dam provided water for thirsty birds 
and Charlie was lucky enough to see the ghostly shape of a Malleefowl drifting away through the vegetation. The last stop at 
Chat Alley again produced some surprises. A flock of Banded Lapwings blending in until almost invisible in a cow pat dotted 
bare brown paddock, as well as an Australian Pratincole for the lucky ones at the front as we drove away. 
A windy morning saw us at the new bird hide on the eastern shore of the lake off the road to Lake Cargelligo Weir. This 
proved to be a good spot with 25 species recorded, including Spotted Harrier; Black-fronted Dotterel; Whiskered Tern; Little 
Friarbird on a nest; Rufous Songlark. A short drive then took us to the back end of Sheet of Water and Lake Cargelligo Weir, 
51 species recorded at the 2 adjacent locations where the strong wind made conditions less than ideal. 5 ducks including the 
Australian Shelduck; 4 species of cormorants as well as the Darter & Pelicans, one with a juvenile and a number of Glossy Ibis 
were seen around Sheet of  Water as well as Herons Egrets  & Spoonbills. Gull-billed, Caspian & Whisked Terns; Noisy 
Miners joined the usual local Yellow Throated ones by the weir,  
Another hot morning saw us at Euabalong finding the Spotted Bowerbird. Driving through Euabalong West we followed the 
railway and then crossed the Lachlan at Kiacatoo Bridge to the Monument on the Condobolin Road just short of Kiacatoo 
Weir. A small picnic area in dry open forest, provided seats for morning tea and then we explored the area. The weir was very 
small but gave access to water for the birds, including Dollarbird, Varied Sittella, and our only sighting for the trip of an 
Eastern Rosella. 
With each day getting hotter we paid a visit to Brewster Weir (58 species), no water was flowing along the channel to Lake 
Ballyrogan (now officially named Lake Brewster), but the river behind the weir was high. Cormorants, Herons & Egrets 
dominated our list with parrots & cockatoos close behind including our only sighting of the yellow form of the Crimson 
Rosella. We also had a great sighting of a Nankeen Night-heron in flight with the colour perfectly illuminated in the sunshine. 
The other notable sightings were Swamp Harrier; Bar-shouldered Dove; Western Gerygone; Brown-headed Honeyeater; 
Varied Sittella; Rufous Songlark. The weather started to change with thunder storms passing north of camp during the evening 
but only a great lightening display-no rain 
For our last day we had a free day with everyone choosing their own place to go. However most people joined Charlie in going 
to Yelkin State forest where 25 species were recorded, including Grey Goshawk; Speckled Warbler; White-browed Babbler; 
and the only sighting of both the Grey Fantail and Jacky Winter. 
A very hot afternoon, 390C, ended with another thunderstorm preceded by a sandstorm leaving us with orange coloured cars. 
Last minute visits to the sewage ponds gave Peter a sighting of a small flock of birds unknown to him. Photographs showed 
them to be Plum-headed Finches. A visit the next morning while others were packing up gave me a perfect look at Major 
Mitchell Cockatoos. 
I would like to thank everyone for contributing to a great camp, in spite of the hot weather. You will be pleased to note that the 
morning after you all left a southerly buster arrived and took the temperature well down, but made folding the tent, tarps and 
covering the trailer an interesting exercise!  We recorded 166 species for the week, our highest total so far for a camp. 
Staying at Leeton for a few days on the way home, I made 2 visits to Fivebough Wetlands. What a difference since my last 
visit when all was flooded. The wetlands had had a lot of remedial action with reeds & weeds cleared, paths remediated so that 
birds were easier to find. They had also had two water allocations this year to bring the grasslands to peak condition for the 
birds. Again Ballion’s Crake’s were seen as well as 100+ Australian Shelduck; large numbers of Glossy Ibis, and Black-
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winged Stilts. Another first for me was an Australasian Bittern which flew out of the reeds behind me while I was watching 
Ballion’s Crakes! I recorded 36 species despite the very strong wind making use of the scope impossible. 
I had a very informative chat to a “birdo” from Wagga Wagga who was carrying out monthly 2020 surveys of the swamp. 
These took 7hrs during the day and an additional evening visit. But he told me that there were a least 5 Australasian Bitterns 
resident in the swamp and knew just where they had their territories. He could also recite the numbers of various species 
resident in different areas but was interested that I had counted 100+ Australian Shelduck that morning as his largest number 
so far was 60. A very low flying plane had spooked them by the time he arrived but he had seen the plane and was reporting it 
to Dept Environment & Conservation. 
The detailed bird list showing our sightings at each location is available on the IBOC web site    www.iboc.org.au 
 
Bird List for Lake Cargelligo Camp October 2014                                     166 species recorded 
Emu Little Eagle Fan-tailed Cuckoo Chestnut Quail-thrush 
Malleefowl Nankeen Kestrel Southern Boobook Varied Sittella  
Black Swan Brown Falcon Laughing Kookaburra Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Australian Shelduck Australian Hobby Sacred Kingfisher White-winged Triller 
Australian Wood Duck Purple Swamphen Rainbow Bee-eater Gilbert's Whistler 
Pink-eared Duck Baillon's Crake Dollarbird Rufous Whistler 
Grey Teal Australian Spotted Crake Brown Treecreeper Grey Shrike-thrush 
Chestnut Teal Spotless Crake Spotted Bowerbird Crested Bellbird 
Pacific Black Duck Black-tailed Native-hen Splendid Fairy-wren Olive-backed Oriole 
Hardhead Dusky Moorhen White-winged Fairy-wren White-breasted Woodswallow 
Australasian Grebe Eurasian Coot Variegated Fairy-wren Masked Woodswallow 
Great Crested Grebe Black-winged Stilt Shy Heathwren Grey Butcherbird 
Rock Dove Red-necked Avocet Speckled Warbler Pied Butcherbird 
Common Bronzewing Red-capped Plover Weebill Australian Magpie 
Crested Pigeon Black-fronted Dotterel Western Gerygone Grey Fantail 
Peaceful Dove Red-kneed Dotterel Striated Thornbill Willie Wagtail 
Bar-shouldered Dove Banded Lapwing Yellow Thornbill Australian Raven 
Australasian Darter Masked Lapwing Yellow-rumped Thornbill Little Raven 
Little Pied Cormorant Latham's Snipe Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Restless Flycatcher 
Great Cormorant Common Sandpiper Inland Thornbill Magpie-lark 
Little Black Cormorant Marsh Sandpiper Brown Thornbill White-winged Chough 
Pied Cormorant Red-necked Stint Southern Whiteface Apostlebird 
Australian Pelican Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Spotted Pardalote Jacky Winter 
White-necked Heron Australian Pratincole Striated Pardalote Red-capped Robin 
Eastern Great Egret Gull-billed Tern Singing Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 
White-faced Heron Caspian Tern White-eared Honeyeater Southern Scrub-robin 
Nankeen Night Heron Whiskered Tern Yellow-plumed Honeyeater Australian Reed-Warbler 
Glossy Ibis Silver Gull Grey-fronted Honeyeater Little Grassbird 
Australian White Ibis Major Mitchell's Cockatoo White-plumed Honeyeater Rufous Songlark 
Straw-necked Ibis Galah Noisy Miner Brown Songlark 
Royal Spoonbill Little Corella Yellow-throated Miner Welcome Swallow 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Fairy Martin 
Black-shouldered Kite Cockatiel White-fronted Chat Tree Martin 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Crimson Rosella (Yellow Form) Brown-headed Honeyeater Common Blackbird 
Whistling Kite Eastern Rosella Blue-faced Honeyeater Common Starling 
Black Kite Australian Ringneck (Mallee Form) Noisy Friarbird Mistletoebird 
Grey Goshawk Blue Bonnet Little Friarbird Zebra Finch 
Spotted Harrier Red-rumped Parrot Striped Honeyeater Plum-headed Finch 
Swamp Harrier Mulga Parrot Grey-crowned Babbler House Sparrow 
Wedge-tailed Eagle Budgerigar White-browed Babbler Australasian Pipit 

 

  
Australian Pratincole Red-necked Avocet Glossy Ibis 
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Annual Programme 
Month Action Date Speaker/Leader Venue 

February Mid Week Outing 4.02.15  Berkeley Boat Harbour 

 
Meeting 9.02.15 Mark Edwell The Kokoda Trail 
Outing Sunday 15.02.15 Charles Dove Booderie N P Jervis Bay 
Hunter Wetland Trip 23/02/15 to 26/02/15 Betty Hudson Karuah 

March Meeting 9.03.15 Bill & Joan Zealey Bill & Joan’s Excellent Adventure 

 

Mid Week Walk 
Joint Outing With  
Cumberland BOC 

11.03.15 Charles Dove R.N.P. Audley Weir 

Outing Saturday 14.03.15 Alan Cousins Killalea 
April No Meeting or Mid Week Walk Due to Camp 
 Autumn Camp 11.04 – 18.04.15 Betty Hudson Gloucester CVP 
May Meeting 11.05.15 Heather Milroy Wires: The Rehabilitation of Birds  

 
Mid Week Walk 13.05.15 Rupert Jarvis Karoo Bay & Koona Bay Lake Illawarra 
Outing Saturday 16.05.15 TBA Tallawarra 

June Meeting 8.06.15 TBA  

 Mid Week Walk 10.06.15 Rupert Jarvis Puckey’s Estate 
Outing Sunday 14.06.15 Alan Cousins Wirrimbirra Sanctuary Bargo 

July Meeting 13.07.15 Mark Fuller Birds North & NW 

 
Mid Week Walk 15.07.15 Rupert Jarvis Corrimal Escarpment 
Outing Saturday 11.07.15  Wilson’s Creek Dam & Garrawarra SRA 

August Meeting 10.08.15 Members Night Slides – Stories from members 

 
Mid Week Walk 12.08.15 Rupert Jarvis Koomaditchy Lagoon & Hill 60  Pt 

Kembla 
Outing Sunday 16.08.15 Alan Cousins Thirlmere Lakes 

September Meeting 14.09.15 TBA  

 Mid Week Walk 16.09.15 Rupert Jarvis Croome Road  Sporting Complex 
Albion Park 

Monthly Walk Saturday 19.09.15 Alan Cousins Mt Kembla Ring Track 
October Meeting 12.10.15 TBA  

 Mid Week Walk 14.10.15 Rupert Jarvis Rhododendron Gardens Mt Pleasant 
Spring Camp 17.10 – 24.10.15 Betty Hudson Ballina/Lismore area 

November Meeting/ AGM 9.11.15 Slides and Memories of the 
Spring Camp  

 Mid Week Walk 11.11.15 Rupert Jarvis Minnamurra Billabong 
Outing Sunday 15.11.15 Alan Cousins Conjola NP & Swan Lake Cudmirrah 

December Christmas Picnic 12.12.15  Integral Park 
 Christmas Meeting 14.12.15   
Feb. 2016 Mid Week Walk 3.02.16  Lake Illawarra 
Feb. 2016 Meeting 8.02.16   

 
Autumn 2015 Camp Gloucester  11th – 18th April 2015 
The IBOC Autumn 2015 Camp will be at Gloucester Holiday Park, Denison Street, Gloucester from 
Saturday 11th April to Saturday 18th April 2015. Nb this is the second week of the school holidays 
and the week after Easter. 
This is a large holiday park on the banks of the Gloucester River close to the centre of the town. 
Travel north along the freeway to Newcastle and then north on the Pacific Hwy towards Taree. Take 
the Gloucester road (The Buckets Way) a left turn 18km north of Raymond Terrace. 
Accommodation: 
Cabins:   There are 9 ensuite cabins @ $90 for 2 people per night.  
               Configurations vary but 2 have 2 bedrooms and the rest 1 bedroom. Bedding is      
                provided for the main bed only. Few details & no plans are available on their web site. 
Powered Site: $35 for 2 people per night 
Unpowered sites   $14 per person per night  
(note these sites cannot be booked in advance but are plentiful). 
Additional people are an additional charge for all accommodation. 
To make a booking you will need to phone the park as there are no online booking facilities.  
Phone 02 6558 1720 or email info@gloucesterholidaypark.com 
 
They charge a $2 fee for credit card payments 
The Park has suggested that we make bookings as soon as possible due the school holidays. 
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Another Night Parrot mystery 
BY: DR WALTER BOLES, CATEGORY: SCIENCE, DATE: 28 NOV 2014 
Rare Night Parrot feathers have been obtained by the Australian Museum through unsolved circumstances. 
 
The Night Parrot (Pezoporus occidentalis) is 
one  of  Australia’s  most mysterious  birds, 
with  few  confirmed  records,  and  fewer 
specimens of  the bird since 1912.  In 2011, 
some  feathers  of  belonging  to  the  Night 
Parrot  were  donated  to  the  Australian 
Museum  via  an  unusual  route, 
accompanied  by  ambiguous  information. 
Determining just where these rare feathers 
originated  has  proved  to  be  a mystery  in 
itself. 
The Night  Parrot  feathers  in  question  are 
mounted on a  small  cardboard plaque. Together with  similarly mounted  feathers of  two other  rare Australian 
birds, the Rufous Scrub‐bird  (Atrichornis rufescens) and Noisy Scrub‐bird  (A. clamosus), they were anonymously 
donated  in 2011  to  the University of New South Wales Book Fair, which quickly passed  them  to  the Australian 
Museum. 
The label on the back of the feather plaque was the first clue to the feathers’ origin. Details of how the specimens 
were obtained were written in the hand of Sidney W. Jackson, renowned field ornithologist. Jackson was hired by 
the wealthy collector, Henry L. White of ‘Belltrees’, near Scone, to curate his own growing collection of bird skins 
and eggs (this collection was presented to Museum Victoria, Melbourne, in 1917). 
The  two  sets of  scrub‐bird  feathers were able  to be matched  to  specimens  in  the White Collection by Wayne 
Longmore, collection manager at Museum Victoria and  research associate of  the Australian Museum Research 
Institute, based on information given in their labels. The Night Parrot feathers prove more problematic. 
Jackson’s  label on  the  back of  the plaque  attributes  the  feathers  to  the naturalist Richard Helms,  supposedly 
obtained during  the Horn Expedition  to Central Australia  in 1894. The  trouble  is, Helms was not on  the Horn 
Expedition, nor did the Horn Expedition acquire any specimens of Night Parrot (it did, however, note Night Parrot 
feathers adorning the walls of the Alice Springs Telegraph Station, brought in by the operator’s cat!). 
If not  from Helms, where,  then, did  Jackson get  these  feathers?  It  is most  likely  that he also  took  these  from 
specimens in the White Collection, although this cannot be confirmed by the label or examination of specimens. 
Hopefully, more  information will emerge  that helps  resolve  lingering questions, one of  the biggest of which  is, 
how did the feathers get into the Book Fair in the first place? 
  
Walter Boles 
Senior Fellow, Ornithology 
‐ See more at: http://australianmuseum.net.au/blogpost/Science/AMRI‐Another‐Night‐Parrot‐
mystery#sthash.btjO2AMN.dpuf 
 

 
Study Finds Feral Cats Likely Driving Disease Among Deer 
By TWS Government Affairs    Posted on December 27, 2014 
Free-roaming domestic cats (Felis catus) are widely understood to have substantial negative impacts on wildlife. 
The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) lists cats among the world’s worst non-native 
invasive species, and cats on islands worldwide have contributed to 33 species extinctions (Lowe et al. 2000, 
Medina et al. 2011). In the United States free-roaming cats are the top source of direct anthropogenic mortality to 
birds and mammals, killing approximately 2.4 billion birds and 12.3 billion mammals each year (Loss et al. 2013). 
The indirect impacts of cats on wildlife are less obvious, but one of the greatest emerging threats from free-roaming 
cats is infection with Toxoplasma gondii. T. gondii is a parasitic protozoan that can infect all warm-blooded species 
but relies on felids to complete its life cycle. According to a new study published in EcoHealth, feral cats are likely 
driving white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) infections in northeastern Ohio (Ballash et al. 2014). Cats that 
host T. gondii excrete oocysts into the environment in their feces, and a single cat can deposit hundreds of millions 
of oocysts, which may remain infectious for up to 18 months (Tenter et al. 2000). 
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The study’s authors collected white-tailed deer samples at the Cleveland Metroparks as part of a deer management 
program. Cat serum samples were collected from cats in a trap, neuter, release (TNR) program in the Greater 
Cleveland area. TNR programs spay/neuter feral cats and then release them into the environment. Nearly 60% of 
white-tailed deer and 52% of feral cats tested positive for T. gondii. Older deer and deer in urban environments 
were more likely to be infected, suggesting horizontal transmission from environmental exposure. 
The study’s findings have implications for people as well. Widespread environmental contamination increases the 
likelihood of human infections. In people, infection has been linked to schizophrenia and can lead to miscarriages, 
blindness, memory loss, and death (Torrey and Yolken 2013, Gajewski et al. 2014). Due to the creation of tissue 
cysts in infected deer, people that consume undercooked venison can also acquire T. gondii and the subsequent 
disease, toxoplasmosis. 
The Wildlife Society actively supports the humane removal of feral cats from native ecosystems. See our position 
statement and fact sheet for more information on how feral and free-ranging domestic cats impact wildlife. 
This article was written in cooperation with the American Bird Conservancy 

 
 

And the mimicry award 
goes to 
 
The European Marsh Warbler. It can 
mimic the calls of 78 different birds 
native to its breeding grounds in Europe 
and its overwintering sites in Africa. 
Whilst it’s unknown why these birds 
imitate so many species, one theory 
suggests that it’s to give the impression 
that the area is crowded, so rival birds 
stay away 

 

THE ‘BLACK SHAG’ 
Gloucester Advocate 1919 

 
Referring to the Cormorant for “black “shag” Mr Palon Inspector of Fisheries at 
Port Stephens, once saw a Cormorant raid in Smiths Lake.. a small sheet of 
water to the north of Myall Lakes, that was most remarkable. On the lake were 
thousands of Cormorants 
“mostly the Black Shag”. 
They worked in flocks of 
from 100 up to thousands. Mr 
Palon saw one flock of 2000 
driving a school of fish from 
the weedy bottom of the lake 
into shallow water at the 
edge, and they did this 
working together like a 
regiment of well-drilled 
soldiers. They would form up 
in close order and then dive 
together so the water was in a regular boil, in this way the fish were chased out 
of the weeds and then the birds surrounded them, then worked them in shore and 
hemmed them in as though in a net. Then they would gorge, it is easy to 
understand how an army of shags working that way would clear the fish out of a 
small lake as any netting could do 

 
 
Native noisy miners cause more damage than introduced Indian Myna, research finds 
By Eric Tlozek 
PHOTO: The noisy miner, left, is regularly confused with the introduced 
Indian myna, as both are similar in size and aggressive. (Supplied: La Trobe 
University) 
The native noisy miner is causing more damage than the 
invasive, introduced species of Myna bird, new research 
has shown. 
The research paper, to be published 2015, assessed the 
impact of the native species on other native birds. 
It found the noisy miner was taking over the declining 
woodlands from smaller birds, causing steep declines. 
The birds have become such a big problem they have been 
nominated as a threat under the national environment 
protection act. 
One researcher recommended a trial cull of the aggressive animal. 
Dr Martine Maron from the University of Queensland said scores of different species were being impacted. 
"We're quite worried about the flow-on effects of that for ecosystems, because without those small woodland 
birds, then there's the risk that tree and woodland health could decline," Dr Maron said. 
Dr Maron said while the introduced Indian myna – also known as the Common Myna – tends to be the focus of 
control efforts, controlling the noisy minor should be prioritised. 
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The number of brush turkeys has exploded in Brisbane and they have got their eyes 
on Sydney. Behavioural ecologist Professor Darryl Jones said nothing - not cats or cars - was stopping the rise 
of the birds, which are also commonly known as bush turkeys, in urban Brisbane. "They've increased by 700 per 
cent in the last 20 years [in Brisbane]," he said. 
The birds had gone from being unknown in Brisbane except in a few parts, to owning virtually every suburb. "I'm 
supposed to be the expert on brush turkeys and I still can't explain why that's going on," Professor Jones said. 
Prior to the 1970s, brush turkeys were a major game bird and were hunted actively. But once they were granted 
legal protection, they made a remarkable comeback from being an endangered species. "Biggest news for me – 
I saw a brush turkey walking down the main street of [Fortitude] Valley this year," Professor Jones said. In the 
bush the birds faced habitat destruction, but in Brisbane people could think they were an invading army. John 
Carthew, a homeowner who lives about one kilometre from Brisbane's city, snapped 13 outside his back gate. 
"I've seen 19 of them roosting in a tree just over in a park here," he said. Professor Jones said the abundance of 
brush turkeys was especially surprising given that eggs were abandoned in nests. "The chicks hatch by 
themselves, dig their way to the surface of the mound and spend their first 20 days of their lives absolutely alone 
with no parental care and no-one to tell them what a predator looks like, no-one to tell them what food looks like - 

nothing," he said. "I'll be the first to admit they're not smart birds but they 
can actually deal with whatever been thrown at them." 
It might come down to the sheer weight of numbers, with each female 
laying 30 eggs a year. Professor Jones said brush turkeys were now 
invading Sydney "in a huge way". "I'm constantly getting reports from 
down in Sydney about 'what the hell are we going to do about these big 
birds - they're destroying our gardens', which we've known about for 30 
years," he said. Sydney can expect an avalanche in the next 20 years of 
more and more brush turkeys because they love it – somehow or other 
they survive." 

 
PHOTO Brush turkeys outside the back gate of the home of John Carthew, about one kilometre from Brisbane's city. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHOALHAVEN BIRDERS OUTINGS 2015 Every Third Sunday, meeting at 8.30 am 
Feb‐15  Shoalhaven Heads/Comerong Island Meet Shoalhaven Heads entrance 

carpark 
Mar‐15  Boyd Lookout/Granite Falls Meet Bewong Roadhouse 
Apr‐19  Ben's Walk Meet Nowra Showghround lookout
*MAY 1‐4  Weekend at Moruya Meet highway riverside caravan park
May‐17  Cudmirrah/Berrara Meet Bewong Roadhouse 
Jun‐21  Jerrara Dam/Spring Creek Meet north side Berry Apex Park
Jul‐19  Vincentia  Meet roundabout, Vincentia shops
Aug‐16  Bellawongarah Meet north side Berry Apex Park
Sep‐20  Florence Head Meet Bewong Roadhouse 
*OCTOBER 6‐12  Lake Cargellico/ Round Hill Meet Lake Cargelligo Van Park
Oct‐18  Bundanon Meet Illaroo Rd northern end of 

bridge 
Nov‐15  Lake wollumboola Meet entrance to lake, Culburra
Dec‐20  Bomaderry Creek 5 pm Xmas party Meet picnic area, Narang Rd.BYO 

picnic/bbq 
Moruya Weekend. Friday night to Monday. Riverbreeze Tourist Park, Moruya. Cabins, powered and unpowered sites. 
Book your own accommodation. We will visit a variety of habitats at the golf course, Moruya Heads, Deua NP 
Lake Cargellico trip. Half way, maybe 2 nights, at Temora (Ingleba NR, lake/wetland). 4 or 5 nights Lake View Van Park
Book your own accommodation. We will visit a variety of habitats at sewerage treatment ponds, Round Hill  
and weirs on the river and lake. More details closer to the time.
Contacts: Stan and Su Brown 44434828. Peter and Julie Hale 0402076548. Barry and Susan Virtue 44641389 
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Food for Thought  
(Letter to Australian Birdlife Vol 3 No 4 Dec 14) 
Birdbath  use  is  not  without  risk.  I  share  with  your  readers  the 
following event. A number of years ago Salmonella  typhamurium 
phage  160  was  introduced  into  south‐eastern  Tasmania.  It 
originally  involved  the  House  Sparrows  and  is  now  considered 
endemic here. Once established it spread to other birds and greatly 
reduced  the  numbers  of  native  species  that  shared  the  same 
habitat as the Sparrows.  
Infected Sparrows bathing and defecating in the bath water spread 
this fatal infection to other birds drinking from the birdbaths. If one 
feels  it  necessary  to  install  a  birdbath  in  one's  yard  it  should  be 
thoroughly cleaned daily and have fresh water.  If there are any  ill 
or  dead  birds  in  the  area  the  use  of  the  birdbath  should  be 
discontinued.  
Birds do not need our help feeding and watering them. They need 
protection  from our domestic pets and habitat  to  complete  their 
life  cycles.  If  readers want  to  be  very  bird  friendly  they  should 
establish  native  gardens  on  their  property  and  volunteer  with 
conservation organisations to work on public projects.  
James M. Harris, Sandy Bay, Tasmania 
 

 
After reading the adjacent article Chris Cartledge says he will 

be changing the water in his birdbath daily. 
 

 

Mike was enjoying sharing his favourite Publication with a few 
feathered friends 

Scary Bird by Chris. Cartledge 

Just back from 2 weeks in Mylestom. Just the usual birds 
but always love the Tawny Frogmouth babies. 

Judy Baker 

Lots of birds at Jerrabomberra Wetlands in Canberra  
including the Pink-eared Duck. 

Betty Hudson 
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MONTHLY SIGHTINGS: December/January 2015                              compiled by Darryl Goldrick 
 

SPECIES NUMBER DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 
White-headed Pigeon 1 13/1/'15 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 1 27/12/'14 Balgownie 
Residential (telegraph 
pole) Joan Zealey 

Wonga Pigeon 1 calling 30/11/'14 Old Excelsior Mine Site Rainforest Mike Morphett 
Topknot Pigeon 1 5/12/'14 Balgownie O'head Pam Hazelwood 
Topknot Pigeon 3 27/12/'14 Balgownie Residential (palm tree) Joan Zealey 
Tawny Frogmouth 2 + fledgling 6/1/'15 Balgownie Garden Terry Edwell 
Australasian Darter 1 10/1/'15 Macquarie Rivulet Riparian Ian/Peg McKinlay 
White-necked Heron 2 25/11/'14 Old Bulli Brickworks site Pond Mike Morphett 
Striated Heron 1 11/1/'15 Berkeley Boat Harbour Mike Morphett 
Striated Heron 1 12/11/'14 Warilla Little Lake IBOC 
Little Egret 1 12/11/'14 Warilla Little Lake IBOC 
Nankeen Night-Heron 1 12/11/'14 Warilla Little Lake IBOC 
Square-tailed Kite 1 13/1/'15 Balgownie O'head Pam Hazelwood 

Pacific Baza 1 + Juv 11/1/'15 Balgownie Garden Terry Edwell 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 14/1/'15 Albion Park O'head residential Darryl Goldrick 
Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher nest 9/12/'14 Berrara Beach Beach Kevin Mills 
Sooty Oystercatcher 1 12/1/'15 Bellambi Rockshelf/harbour Mike Morphett 
Red-necked Avocet 49 9/12/'14 Lake Wollumboola Lake Kevin Mills 
Lesser Sand Plover 1 3/12/2014 Lake Conjola Sandbar Charles Dove 
Bar-tailed Godwit 3 3/12/2014 Lake Conjola Sandbar Charles Dove 
Eastern Curlew 1 3/12/2014 Lake Conjola Sandbar Charles Dove 

Common Greenshank 1 12/11/'14 Warilla Little Lake IBOC 
Sanderling 2 3/12/2014 Lake Conjola Sandbar Charles Dove 
Red-necked Stint 20+ 3/12/2014 Lake Conjola Sandbar Charles Dove 
Little Tern 30 3/12/2014 Lake Conjola Sandbar Charles Dove 
Crested Tern 30+ 3/12/2014 Lake Conjola Sandbar Charles Dove 

Long-billed Corella 4 21/1/'15 Lake Illawarra South Grassed Reserve Darryl Goldrick 

Eastern Rosella 2 12/1/'15 Jamberoo 
Garden  
(rare in residential yard) Betty Hudson 

Eastern Koel 1 21/1/'15 Lake Illawarra South Garden Darryl Goldrick 
Channel-billed Cuckoo 4 20/11'14 Balgownie O'head Joan Zealey 
Azure Kingfisher 1 10/1/'15 Macquarie Rivulet Riparian Ian/Peg McKinlay 
Sacred Kingfisher 1heard 13/1/'15 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 
Dollarbird 1 22/11/'14 Balgownie O'head Pam Hazelwood 
Dollarbird 1 3/1/'15 Balgownie Residential Bill Zealey 
Dollarbird 6 10/1/'15 Macquarie Rivulet Riparian Ian/Peg McKinlay 
Superb Lyrebird 1 calling 26/11/'14 Old Excelsior Mine Site Rainforest Mike Morphett 
Green Catbird 12 12/11/'14 Bulli Heights Rainforest Ian McKinlay 
Satin Bowerbird 3m 14/12/'14 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 
Superb Fairy-wren 2 (non blue) 13/1/'15 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 
White-browed Scrubwren 2 17/11/'14 Balgownie Garden Pam Hazelwood 
White-plumed Honeyeater several 10/1/'15 Macquarie Rivulet Riparian Ian/Peg McKinlay 
New Holland Honeyeater 11 17/12/'14 West Wollongong Bird Bath-Garden Chris Cartledge 

Australian Logrunner 2 12/11/'14 Bulli Heights Rainforest Ian McKinlay 

Olive-backed Oriole 1 10/1/'15 Macquarie Rivulet Riparian Ian/Peg McKinlay 
Rufous Fantail 1 11/1/'15 Balgownie  Garden Terry Edwell 
Magpie-lark Pr + 2 chics 10/1/'15 Macquarie Rivulet Riparian Ian/Peg McKinlay 

 
REMINDER 
The bird sightings reported to our sightings officer have dropped off considerably in the last few months, please remember to 
pass to Darryl Goldrick on sightings@iboc.org.au  or to 149 Reddall Parade, Lake Illawarra South 2528 any that you see. 
 
 
 
 

Copyright 2015 All rights reserved. 
While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in this newsletter 

and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter. 




