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ACTIVITIES
EARLY Midweek Walk: Wednesday 6" February
Windang

5pm at

Pelican View Reserve
Reddall Parade Lake
lllawarra South.

Bring afternoon tea. X
Contact Charles Picnic Area
0417 422 302

Reddall Parade

= Oak Flats

<= HNOHYYHTIIHS WOLLONGONG =

Club Meeting:

Monday 11" February

Dr. Greg Clancy, has 31 years’ experience as an Environmental/Ecological Consultant/Birding
Guide. His Ph.D was Ecology, conservation and management of the Black-necked Stork. He has
carried out to date 124 surveys and reports on fauna and flora also has had to date 57 published
papers and 40yrs bird banding research. Dr. Clancy has maintained records of birds, mammals,
reptiles and amphibian sightings; he is also a member of many committees and societies regarding
ecology and environment.

We are very fortunate to be able to secure Dr. Clancy for this presentation so please make an effort
and come along to support him and your committee in what should be a very interesting and
educational experience.

7.30pm at Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H'way Fairy Meadow.
Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting.

Monthly Walk Sunday 17" February Leader Betty Hudson
Shell cove Wetlands & Blackbutt Forest

Meet at 8.30am sharp at the Shallows, Shell cove.

When travelling from either north or south along the Princes Highway take the Shellharbour exit and
turn towards Shellharbour. At the second roundabout turn right into Cove Boulevarde, (do not turn
towards Killalea at the 1 roundabout). Continue along the boulevard to the end turn right into
Shallows Drive, and park beside the road adjacent to Shallows Park. We will have morning tea
before travelling late morning to Blackbutt Forest where we will have lunch before a walk. Lunch will
be in a picnic area near the cars.

Be sure to bring plenty of insect repellent and sunscreen.

Phone Betty on 4236 0307 or mobile 0432 892 945

Committee Meeting - Monday 18" February
The next IBOC Committee Meeting will be held at 7.30pm at Sylvia and David Garlicks home, 6A
Lyne Street, Oak Flats. Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the
meeting. Ph 4257 9750

Newsletter —

Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 20" February Email contributions to
Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 Purry Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502.

Ph: 0417 422 302

2013 Membership Fees are now due

Family: $35 - Sir:ngle: $30 - Junior: $10
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CHRISTMAS MEETING Monday 10™ February 2012 - Alan Cousins

Our 2012 Christmas party was well attended by members who enjoyed an evening
of fun and entertainment. We started the evening thirty minutes earlier than
normal to allow us to fit everything in. We kicked off with two sessions of Bingo,
which was ably controlled by Bill Zealey, who had to hand all the calling
expressions. We had a fancy hat competition that was well supported. The prize for
best male effort went to Brian (Puffin) Hales and for the female effort to Robyn
Cashman.

Joan Zealey and Ann Cousins gave a reading of entertaining Poems, the tables were
provided with a thought provoking quiz for each half of the evening. Ken and Sue
Brown, ably assisted by Robyn Cashman, with another of their usual funny
recitations relevant to the bird club, and Charles Dove again came up with his bird
recognition quiz.

Catering was organised by Betty Hudson and Sylvia Garlick, using “goodies”
provided by members, which was very well received.

A big THANK YOU to all members who attended the evening and making it such a
pleasant evening.

CHRISTMAS BBQ Saturday 8" December 2012 Charles Dove

Another very successful Christmas BBQ at Integral Park Dapto. Many members and
their family enjoyed each other’'s company, some catching up on those who have a
problem attending our normal meeting. A very casual walk around the park
produced a good number of bird species; then being added to by the observation of
members sitting around the tables during the following hours in the BBQ area. Joan
and Linda went for another walk and also managed to increase the bird list
numbers. Head Chef Tom and assistant Chef Ken provided us with perfect cooked
sausages and onions, no complaints at all. Thanks to all who attended shared in a
in wonderful afternoon.

Integral Park Christmas BBQ 39 Species

Topknot Pigeon Brush Cuckoo Red Wattlebird

Little Pied Cormorant Laughing Kookaburra Scarlet Honeyeater
Australian Pelican Sacred Kingfisher New Holland Honeyeater
Black-shouldered Kite Dollarbird Eastern Whipbird
Brown Goshawk Satin Bowerbird Australian Magpie
Collared Sparrowhawk Superb Fairy-wren Grey Fantail

Swamp Harrier Variegated Fairy-wren Australian Raven
Australian Hobby White-throated Gerygone Magpie-lark

Little Corella Brown Thornbill Eastern Yellow Robin
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Eastern Spinebill Welcome Swallow
Rainbow Lorikeet Lewin's Honeyeater Red-whiskered Bulbull
Australian King-Parrot Noisy Miner Common Blackbird
Eastern Rosella Little Wattlebird Red-browed Finch
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lllawarra Bird Observers Club 2013 Committee

President Alan Cousins
Vice President Roger Bogaert
Secretary Betty Hudson
Treasurer Ken Brown
Committee Members (4)
Ann Cousins
Charlie Dove
Sylvia Garlic
Bill Zealey
Ex Officio positions:
Public Officer Chris Cartledge
Newsletter Editor Charles Dove
Activities Officer Monthly Walks & Camps Betty Hudson
Activities Officer Mid-Week Walks Rupert Jarvis
Records Officer Darryl Goldrick
Librarians Ann Cousins & Judith Baker
Web Master Chris Cartledge
Name Tags Neil Wheway
Hall ) Tom Wylie
Notice Board David & Sylvia Garlic
Supper Sylvia Garlick

Autumn Camp 2013  Barney’s Caravan Park Gilgandra

The IBOC Autumn Camp will be held at Barney’s Caravan Park & Acropolis Motel Gilgandra from
6" to 13" April 2013.

Gilgandra is 508km from Wollongong and 70km north of Dubbo on the edge of the NW Slopes.

The Caravan Park is situated on Lower Miller Street (the Castlereagh Hwy) approx. 1.5km NW of the
junction with the Oxley & Newell Hwys., at the intersection with Clark Street

Due to the camp being over the week between Easter Week and the start of the NSW School
Holidays, cabins are limited. | have been advised that 4 ensuite cabins and 3 or more motel style units
are available for this period. Both cabins and the units have full kitchens and one queen size bed only.
You will need to check if linen is provided. The motel units are very spacious.

I was advised that there are plenty of powered and unpowered sites available

The prices are as follows:

Cabins $65 per night i.e. $455 for 7 nights for 2 people including linen
Motel Style Units $80 per night i.e. $560 for 7 nights for 2 people including linen
Powered sites $25 per night i.e. $175 for 7 nights for 2 people

Unpowered sites $23 per night i.e. $161 for 7 nights for 2 people

The Manager of the Park has requested that we make our bookings as soon as possible.

To book a cabin, unit or a site phone 02 6847 2636.

Some additional information and photographs are available on their web site;
www.barneysandakropolis.com.au

It is important that you let me know as soon as you have booked. (email secretary@iboc.org.au or ph.
4236 0307). For late comers there is plenty of alternative accommodation in Gilgandra if required.
Contact me for details Betty Hudson.
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ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB PROGAMME FOR 2013

Month Action Date Speaker/Leader | Venue
Lake lllawarra
February Mid week outing 6.02.13 Charles Dove Reddall Parade Lake
lllawarra South
Meeting 11.02.13 Dr. Greg Clancy Black Neck Stork
. Shell cove Wetlands &
Outing Sunday 17.02.13 Betty Hudson Blackbutt Eorest
March Meeting 11.03.13 Lindsay Smith Pelagic Birds
Mid week walk
Joint Outing With 13.03.13 Charlie Dove Audley Weir
Cumberland BOC
. Fitzroy Falls Dam &
Outing Saturday 16.03.13 Betty Hudson Belmore Falls
. No Meeting Due to
April Camp
Autumn Camp 6.04.131t0 13.04.13 Betty Hudson Gilgandra
No Mid Week Walk
No Outing
May Meeting 13.05.13 David Winterbottom | Zambia
Mid week Walk 15.05.13 Rupert Jarvis Minnamurra Billabong
Outing Saturday 18.05.13 Leader Required Tallawarra
June Meeting 10.06.13 Mick Derrington
Mid Week Walk 12.06.13 Rupert Jarvis Mt Kembla
. Wattamolla
Outing Sunday 16.06.13 Betty Hudson Coast Walk
July Meeting 8.07.13 Bill Zealey
Mid Week Walk 10.07.13 Rupert Jarvis Korrongulla Wetlands
& Primbee Dunes
outin Saturday Mt Keira Track from
9 13.07.13 New Mt Pleasant Rd
Additional Outing TBA Possible half day
Pelagic Trip
August Meeting 12.08.13 Phil Straw Waders & Climate
Change
Mid Week Walk 14.08.13 Rupert Jarvis Gibson Track
. Mt Annan Botanic
Outing Sunday 18.08.13 Betty Hudson Garden
September | Meeting 9.09.13 TBA
Mid Week Walk 11.00.13 Rupert Jarvis Koona Bay &
Macquarie Rivulet
Monthly Walk Saturday 14.09.13 | Betty Hudson Red Rock Nature
Reserve Cambewarra
October Meeting 14.10.13 Kirsten Hort Sea Bird Rescue
Mid Week Walk 16.10.13 Rupert Jarvis TBA
No Outing due to camp
Spring Camp 19.10.13 t0 26.10.13 | Betty Hudson Murray Valley
November | Meeting/ AGM 11.11.13 TBA
. . William Brack Park &
Mid Week Walk 13.11.13 Rupert Jarvis Mullet Creek
Outing Saturday 16.11.13 Leader Required Comerong Island Via
Numbaa Ferry
December | Christmas Picnic 7.12.13 Integral Park
Christmas Meeting 9.12.13
Februar Lake lllawarra
y Mid Week Walk 5.02.14 Reddall Parade Lake
2014
lllawarra South
February .
2014 Meeting 10.02.14
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The UK has lost 44 million birds since 1966
Tue, Dec 18, 2012
Europe, News

State of the UK's Birds 2012 report says the house sparrow population is now
around 10 million — 20 million fewer than in 1966 (c) Ray Kennedy, RSPB
(BirdLife in the UK)

The UK has lost more than 44 million breeding birds in less than half a century,
including an average of 50 house sparrows every hour, according to the State of
the UK’s Birds 2012 report.

Scientists estimate the number of nesting birds has plummeted from 210 million
in 1966 to 166 million today. The shocking statistics are contained in the report,
charting the ups and downs of Britain’s bird populations.

There have been winners as well as losers.

One of the biggest losers is the House Sparrow, with a population of around 20 million fewer than in 1966, when
the first reliable all-species bird-monitoring scheme was conducted — despite numbers starting to increase in the
last 10 years.

Some explanations can be found in the changes in land use while management of the coastal waters are believed
to have contributed to the losses. In some cases, birds have found it difficult to locate suitable places to nest, or to
forage for food in the summer or winter.

Cold weather has impacted, too, and is believed to have had a startling effect on the Winter Wren. Still the UK’s
most numerous bird, an average of 835 wrens have been lost each day since 2000. The reasons behind the House
Sparrow decline are still not fully understood.

The populations of farmland bird species is now less than half what it was in 1970, according to the report, which
draws on data from leading organisations including the RSPB, the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), the Wildfowl
and Wetlands Trust (WWT) and BirdLife International, as well as government agencies.

Experts say breeding birds have vanished from the British countryside at an average rate of one pair every minute.

Mark Eaton, an RSPB scientist, who worked on the report and says of it: “It is shocking to think we’ve lost one in
five of the individual birds that we had in the 1960s, especially when you think that the 44 million birds we have lost
since 1966 is equivalent to the current adult human population of England and Wales.”

Sadly, two of the UK’'s Seaducks — the Velvet Scoter and the Long-tailed Duck — are now considered globally
threatened with extinction.

However the good news is that Great bitterns, Corncrakes and Eurasian Nightjars have shown steady recovery in
numbers, thought to be due to conservation measures to protect them.

The Eurasian Chaffinch has increased at a rate of 150 individuals a day over the period.

The Eurasian Collared-dove, whose numbers were very low as the species only started nesting in the UK in 1955,
has seen its numbers explode to around 1 million pairs.

The closely related European Turtle-dove, which in 1966 was widespread with around 140,000 breeding pairs,
however, has been decimated. Today there are thought to be just 14,000 nesting pairs.

The report, which also examined bird populations of the UK’s overseas territories, highlighted concern over the
Northern Rockhopper Penguin, found on the remote south Atlantic volcanic islands of Tristan da Cunha and Gough
Island. Once to be found in their millions, the numbers of the distinctive penguins have crashed, with food
resources, disease and predation all being possible causes.

DECEMBER 2012 MEDIA RELEASE

NSW & ACT TWITCHATHON 2012 PRIZEWINNERS
2012 was again the biggest NSW/ACT twitch ever with 173 participants in 48 teams. Most of the prize winners for
the Twitchathon 2012 have now been decided. The big news is that already $13975 of the expected $26,000 has
already been received at the Sydney Birdlife Office for this year’s project "The Cowra Woodland Bird Project”. The
winners of the Main Race were the Menacing Monarchs (Robert McDonald, Michael Kearns & Robert Struik) who
with 225 species, were 4th time winners! Runners up were the Hunter Home Brewers (Mick & Steve Roderick &
Lucas Grenadier) who saw 224 species, while another Hunter Team, the Dodgy Drongos (Grant Brosie, Nick
Livanos, Robert Kilkenny and Max Breckenridge) saw 223 species thus capturing 3" prize in the Main Race. The
Prize for the team with the lowest ratio of kms travelled per bird seen (minimum 180 species, excluding 1* & 2
place-getters), went to the Complete and Utter Bustards team (Peter Higgins, Julian Wall, Phil Gilmour & Peter
Richards) who saw 184 species in 292 kms travelled. Across the board, the number of species seen by all teams
was well down on recent years, do doubt due to the dry spring right along the Coast.
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Winners of the Champagne Race were the Night Poirots (Peter West, Sue Proust, Clive Meadows and Louise
Earnshaw) with 150 species, while second prize went to the Raven Lunatics (Bill Moller, Nella Smith & Ada Stoll)
with 148 species. The prize for the team with the lowest ratio of kms travelled per bird seen in the Champagne
Race was the Which Is It? team (Margaret & Kay Pointer, Michael Breheny) with 144 species seen in 140 kms.

In the Children’s Section, Dollarbirds Division, the Malcom’s Falcons Team (Jack and Kate Malcolm) won with 70
species while Megan, Paige & Bridie Tilse of the Galloping Grebes team, took out the prize for the most funds
raised with $231. In the Little Curlew Division, the Noisy Minors team (Eleena & Alex Cheers-Flavell and Pixie &
Reuban Hayman) won by seeing 59 species, while Kate Richards of the Young Young-ones, raised $100.
Independent expert Dion Hobcroft chose the 12 Pied Honeyeaters, seen at the Woggoon NR west of Condobolin
as the “Rarest Bird” for the Rare Bird prize, by Neil Courtance of the Cowra Woodland Birdbrainers Team; The
Biggest Dip Prize went to Darren Lyons of the Dry-throated Buzzards, whose team failed to find a Leaden
Flycatcher. The Lucky Twitchers Prize was won by Robert Kilkenny of the Dodgy Drongos Team. The latter two
prizes were drawn from the hat at the Christmas meeting of Birding NSW Central Coast by a Allan Richards, a
former president of BNSW.

Dion Hobcroft, Judge for the Rarest Bird prize wrote “The NSW Twitchathon certainly racked up an amazing
number of great sightings. Some of these included previously reported rarities like the Stockton Banded Stilt, the
long staying Bulahdelah Radjah Shelducks and the fabulous female Painted Snipe at Sydney Olympic Park. In my
final analysis | went for sighting of the Condobolin Pied Honeyeaters as the Rarest Bird. These are scarce irruptive
nomads and particularly scarce this far east. Next was the Port Macquarie Beach Stone-Curlew at Pelican Island
as this species has a tiny population in NSW and this location is not a regular haunt for this bird. Third place was
for the Australasian Bittern at Campbells Swamp, Griffith, always a major rarity, Congratulations to all the birders
who participated and discovered so many great birds”. It was Neal Courtance (Cowra Woodland Birdbrainers) who
saw the Pied Honeyeaters first; David Whitfield (Bassett's Allsorts) who saw the Beach Stone-curlew, and Max
O’Sullivan (Silly Galahs) who spotted the Australasian Bittern.

As the sponsorship funds don’t have to be acquitted until 30 January 2013, it is not possible to say for certain who
has won the prizes for the most money raised, however Warren Chad ($ 3895), Tiffany Mason ($1678) &
Margaret Harmon ($1399) are the leaders so far in respect for money received. Other people who have raised
over $1000 include Alan Morris ($1108) & Neil Courtance ($1050). So far the Cowra Woodland Birdbrainers
have remitted $5895, an exceptional effort, while the Wooden Spoonbills have forwarded $1719.

A big thank you to our major sponsors, Swarovski Binoculars, Alison Green T-Shirts, Andrew Isles (Booksellers),
Fred Van Gessel Professional Wildlife Sounds, Chorleywood B & B Moss Vale, Cockatoo Ridge Wines (Barossa),
& Follow That Bird Tours and a special thanks to all the team members and their sponsors too for making this, a
most successful twitch!

In 2013 it will be the members of Birdlife Southern NSW Branch who will be putting their thinking caps on to give
consideration to proposing the bird conservation project for which the Sponsorship Funds can be directed.

Alan Morris.
NSW & ACT Twitchathon Co-ordinator
10 December 2012

Worldwide, the most important places for habitat-based conservation of birds are the
Endemic Bird Areas (EBAS).

Most species are quite widespread and have large between the location of EBAs and areas which are
ranges. However, over 2,500 are restricted to an similarly important for endemic plants globally. The
area smaller than 50,000 km2, and they are said to unique landscapes where these species occur,
be endemic to it. BirdLife has identified regions of the amounting to just 4.5% of the earth's land surface,
world where the distributions of two or more of these are high priorities for broad-scale ecosystem
restricted-range species overlap to form Endemic conservation.
Bird Areas.

The natural habitat in most EBAs (83%) is forest,
EBAs contain nearly all of the world's restricted-range especially tropical lowland forest and moist montane
bird species only 7% of restricted-range species do forest. Altogether, remaining suitable habitat within
not overlap with other such species and therefore do the EBAs now covers only 7,300,000 km2, a small
not occur in EBAs. The EBAs also support many of proportion of the Earth's land area. Geographically,
the world's more widespread bird species. Half of all EBAs are often islands or mountain ranges, and they
restricted-range species are globally threatened or vary considerably in size, from a few square
near-threatened and the other half remain forever kilometres to more than 100,000 km2, and in the
vulnerable to the loss or degradation of habitat owing numbers of restricted-range species that they support
to the small size of their ranges. The majority of (from 2 to 80). EBAs are found around the world, but
EBAs are also important for the conservation of most (77%) of them are located in the tropics and
restricted-range species from other animal and plant subtropics.

groups. For example, there is an overlap of 70%
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Embryonic learning of vocal passwords in superb fairy-wrens reveals intruder cuckoo nestlings.
Colombelli-Négrel D, Hauber ME, Robertson J, Sulloway FJ, Hoi H, Griggio M, Kleindorfer S.

Source

School of Biological Sciences, Flinders University, GPO Box 2100, Adelaide 5001, Australia.

Abstract

How do parents recognize their offspring when the cost of making a recognition error is high [1-3]? Avian brood parasite-
host systems have been used to address this question because of the high cost of parasitism to host fitness. We
discovered that superb fairy-wren (Malurus cyaneus) females call to their eggs, and upon hatching, nestlings produce
begging calls with key elements from their mother's "incubation call." Cross-fostering experiments showed highest
similarity between foster mother and nestling calls, intermediate similarity with genetic mothers, and least similarity
with parasitic Horsfield's bronze-cuckoo (Chalcites basalis) nestlings. Playback experiments showed that adults respond
to the begging calls of offspring hatched in their own nest and respond less to calls of other wren or cuckoo nestlings.
We conclude that wrens use a parent-specific password [4] learned embryonically to shape call similarity with their own
young and thereby detect foreign cuckoo nestlings.

) Fecather

Hi, my mother wrote this about her beloved Willy Wagtail — ‘Fat Willie’ who came to visit her for many years. My
mother, Joyce Pinch from Bulli is eighty five years old.
Lynette Pinch

"Fat Willie"

by Joyce Pinch

Despotic, demanding, delightful, our wonderful Willie Wagtail, together with "Square-head" (aptly named), her husband,
subservient, henpecked, a perfect partner for a dictatorial matriarch.

They nested in the beautiful silky oak tree four doors away, where there was a good view of our back door and landing rails.
When the eggs hatched, Fat Willie would fly to and fro onto the rail with her staccato chattering until she'd had enough
meat, when completely exhausted, catch her breath recuperating on the clothesline.

During meal times Square-head and the fledglings wouldn'+ dare to land on the rails or clothesline, but were always relegated
to the back fence.

Fat Willie was as pleased as we were when the breeding season finished, respite and recuperation were badly needed. Now
and again she came to survey her ferritory and claim it. A large brown hawk, (I nearly had heart failure watching her), was
worried and tormented repeatedly about the head until she eventually moved him.

The next few years they had two sittings of four, busy buzzy bees had nothing on them, Fat Willie flat out collecting mince,
Square-head catching insects and anything edible.

We don't know how many years they stayed with us, it just seemed they were always here. That last year, hard to believe,
they nested three times, twelve baby willies!

A very weary, slim Fat Willie and Square-head were completely worn out, but for the first and only time, they all flew up on
the clothesline, fourteen gorgeous willies thanked us for looking after them. Then miraculously, as if it had been prearranged,
they headed off in all directions. Our elation was indescribable.

It wasn't too long before Fat Willie came to say goodbye, we knew it was her final curtain call and tried to catch her, but
typical Fat Willie had other ideas, goodness knows how she found the strength, still insisted on doing it her way right to the
end, and disappeared into the lantana.

Vale Fat Willie, Square-head and all of your family, you won our hearts. The greatest compliment anyone could ever receive is
to be called a bird brain, a Willie Wagtail, naturally!
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A hot day cetainly tested some of our Birds - Tera Wheway

Frogmouths by Glen Moore director of the Science Name that bird
Centre in his garden in Gwynneville. courtesy of Brian Hales
SHELLHARBOUR MARINA SITE SHOWED UP W‘IIH A FEW SURPRI!SIESI

'TRTH \ \ A ey

Black Fronted Dotterel
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STRICTLY FOR THE BIRDS by J Pinch

Beautiful birds, black, brown, brindle and blue

Heavenly soaring, the world at their feet, stark reality too The Pied Currawong with imaginative song

Feral cats and foxes, people with guns

Along with his grey cousin, who is also strong

Teach children right from wrong, both daughters and sons Did you see the albino who was at Taronga Zoo?

Some birds live on water, others run on the ground
wherever you go, there are birds to be found
Magnificent colouring in fine or wet weather
Perfection itself - down to the last feather

A common old Sparrow, look closely at him

The intricate patterns know just where to begin
Glossy Black Starling, satin backs gleaming

Compete with a Crow, on whom sunshine is streaming

The cry of a Curlew, so mournful, forlorn
Followed by a kingfisher early at dawn
Swamp Harriers, Sea Eagles, majestic in flight
Sensational serenity - 'til they're out of sight

A black shouldered kite swooping for his kill

The downward lilt of a cuckoo, an unmistakable trill
An undulating Blue Jay zooming merrily on his way
The cooing of an Indian dove, as twilight comes to stay

Kookaburras laughing, in skies cloudy or grey
Harmoniously living, sharing every day

The tinkling of a Bellbird, a pearl of delight

A warning from a plover wing thru' the night

My marvelous Magpie brings her brood back each year
During the past decade she's become very dear

'Tis said some are vicious, I've never found her so
She's fed from my hand giving me quite a glow

Our Willy Wagtail, so demanding a boss

Will impatiently chatter, until meat, him, you toss
His courage unquestionable, he'll worry a hawk
The bigger they are the louder he'll squawk!

Wagtails and Peewees, our black and white Mudlarks
Build nests close together even in parks

The lovely blue Wren, his hen tiny and brown

A gregarious group the parents never let down

He looked completely different - his eyes were blue!

Goldfinches pecking in a patch of clover

Welcome Swallows twittering as they fly over
Parrots, Pigeons, Peacocks, a bird of Paradise
Kaleidoscoping colours, right there before your eyes

Butcher birds, Bower birds, a Lyrebird's tilting tail
Superlatively splendid - an artist's brush must fail
Honey eaters. Lotus birds, Sandpipers on the shore
Brolgas, lbis, Pipits, there are so many more

Ravenous, raucous, Silver Gulls, no better garbage can

Will never feel hungry whilst ever there's a man!

Ducks, Coots, Swans and Redbills, feeding they all mix

Perhaps if we could learn from birds, we wouldn't be in this fix!

Streamlined for water, ungainly on land

Pelicans and Penguins, your sight they command
Study the stately heron, maybe a Royal Spoonbill
Two rules only to recall, keep quiet and be still

A Barn Owl on the clothesline, an unexpected vies

Blinking in the blinding light, wondering what to do
Jabirus, Bustards, Emus, Cassowaries too

Help preserve their habitat, not only me, but YOU!

Goliaths, Gang Gangs, Gouldians, Galahs, a numberless
flock of budgerigars

Cockatoos, Chats, Corellas, Cockatiels, sunrise greeted with
lively shrieks and squeals

Wheeling and whirring, fancy free not a care

Lock them in cages? NO! Don't you dare!

Murderous smugglers to suit their own ends

Strangle and suffocate our fine feathered friends
They should receive the same medicine handed out
The racketeering would stop, of that there's no doubt

In the world of nature, the birds all play a part

Even to the birds of prey, who hover, dive and dart

So needless to ringbark or cut down any tree

Plant and protect one, give back to birds their sanctuary

On the Murray River during the first week in December 2012, which involved
passing upstream, through five lochs from Mannum. At each loch we were
impressed with the number of pelicans and cormorants waiting for a feed of
fish which obviously must be easier to catch when they come over the
spillway. Late one afternoon we observed the largest number of cormorants
in one group that we have ever seen. Being almost dusk, we can only
presume they had caught their quota and were drying out for the night.

Doug and Marie Prosser
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Members Sightings November - December 2012
Great Crested Grebe 2 29-Dec-12 | Wingecarribee Reservoir Aguatic lan McKinlay
Brown Cuckoo-Dove 2 early Dec | Austinmer Garden-balcony Lyn Dawson
Topknot Pigeon 45 21-Nov-12 | Swamp Rd, Dunmore Mixed Tree Spp C&J Dove
Topknot Pigeon 6 early Dec Marshall Mount Rainforest Edge Anna Knowlson
Topknot Pigeon 20+ 17-Dec-12 | Churchill St, Jamberoo Revegetated Area Betty Hudson
Tawny Frogmouth 1+juv 27-Nov-12 | Lindsay Park PS Eucalyptus Trees Deon, Paris & Demi Hales
Tawny Frogmouth 4 12-Dec-12 | Russell Vale/Woonona Casuarinas/golf course lan McKinlay
Tawny Frogmouth 2 29-Dec-12 | Tarrawanna Garden Village Eucalypts/Driveway lan McKinlay
White-necked Heron 1 23-Jan-12 | Thirroul Backyard Pond Ross Gowans
Striated Heron 1 22-Dec-12 | Kanahooka Mullet Creek lan McKinlay
Black-shouldered Kite 1 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Dead Tree T Edwell +C&J Dove
Whistling Kite 1 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex O'head T Edwell +C&J Dove
Whistling Kite 1 08-Dec-12 | Towradgi O'head-F6 Joan Zealey
Brown Goshawk 1 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex O'head T Edwell+ C&J Dove
Grey Goshawk 1 wh ph 29-Dec-12 | Robertson Roosting lan McKinlay
Swamp Harrier 1 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex O'head T Edwell+ C&J Dove
Nankeen Kestrel 1 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex O'head T Edwell+ C&J Dove
Sooty Oystercatcher 13 17-Dec-12 | Coledale Sharkeys Beach lan McKinlay
Bar-tailed Godwit 100+ 02-Dec-12 | Whyjuck Bay Foreshore C Dove
Eastern Curlew 8 02-Dec-12 | Whyjuck Bay Foreshore C Dove
Ruddy Turnstone 1 22-Nov-12 | Lake Entrance-Sth side Beach C Dove
Red Knot 2 02-Dec-12 | Whyjuck Bay Foreshore C Dove
Little Tern 4 06-Dec-12 | Lake lllawarra Entrance Beach C Dove
Crested Tern 12 10-Dec-12 | Shoalhaven Heads Foreshore Kara Eddington
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo ? 29-Dec-12 | Robertson O'head lan McKinlay
Eastern Koel 1 09-Nov-12 | Fernhill Hakea shrub Robyn Cashman
Eastern Koel 1imm 13-Dec-12 | Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson
Channel-billed Cuckoo 2 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
Channel-billed Cuckoo 2 10-Dec-12 | Balgownie O'head Joan Zealey
Channel-billed Cuckoo 3 30-Dec-12 | Shoalhaven Heads Riparian Woodland Pam Birchall
Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo 1 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
Brush Cuckoo 1 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
Sacred Kingfisher 2 29-Nov-12 | Jamberoo Power Lines Betty Hudson
Superb Lyrebird 3 29/11/2012 | Balgownie Yard/rainforest Terry Edwell
Superb Fairy-wren 10+ 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
Variegated Fairy-wren 5+ 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Creek T Edwell +C&J Dove
White-browed Scrubwren 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
Yellow Thornbill 5 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 12 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
Eastern Whipbird 1imm 06-Dec-12 | Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson
White-winged Triller 2 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
Rufous Fantail Pr+nst+2eggs | 17-Dec-12 | Excelsior Mine Site Forest +pond Mike Morphett
Common Blackbird Im+1f 29-Dec-12 | Jamberoo -Drualla Rd Garden Betty Hudson
Red-browed Finch 20 04-Nov-12 | Dombarton Adj rainforest Sue Brown
Red-browed Finch 10+ 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
European Goldfinch 1 29-Nov-12 | Croome Sporting Complex Mixed Tree Spp T Edwell +C&J Dove
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Channel-billed Cuckoo 3 07-Jan-13 |Primbee Mixed Tree spp T Edwell + C&J Dove
Eastern Koel 5+ juv 07-Jan-13 |Primbee Mixed Tree spp T Edwell + C&J Dove
Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo 1 07-Jan-13 |Purry Burry Point Mixed Tree spp C Dove

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 07-Jan-13 |Primbee Mixed Tree spp C Dove

Sacred Kingfisher 1 09-Jan-13 [Jamberoo Powerlines/Park [Betty Hudson
Australian Hobby 2 12-Jan-13 |Shellharbour O'Head T Edwell + C&J Dove
Australian Spotted Crake 4 12-Jan-13 |Shellharbour Reeds/mudflats T Edwell + C&J Dove
Black-fronted Dotterel 2 12-Jan-13 ([Shellharbour Reeds/mudflats T Edwell + C&J Dove
Red-kneed Dotterel 2 12-Jan-13 |Shellharbour Reeds/mudflats T Edwell + C&J Dove
Latham's Snipe 5 12-Jan-13 |Shellharbour Reeds/mudflats T Edwell + C&J Dove
Pectoral Sandpiper 1 12-Jan-13 |Shellharbour Reeds/mudflats T Edwell + C&J Dove
Australian Painted Snipe 2 12-Jan-13 |Shellharbour Reeds/mudflats T Edwell + C&J Dove
Cicadabird 3 7-9/1/13 Calderwood Valley Rural/Garden Pauline Duren
Black-faced Monarch 1 7-9/1/13 Calderwood Valley Rural/Garden Pauline Duren
Beautiful Firetail 1 Imm 21-Jan-13 ([Dharawal Nat Park 10H Firetrail Mike Morphett
Rockwarbler 1 21-Jan-13 |Dharawal Nat Park 10H Firetrail Mike Morphett
Rockwarbler 1 21-Jan-13 ([Dharawal Nat Park Maddens Falls Mike Morphett
Long-billed Corella 50+ 19-Jan-13 |Lake lllawarra Sth PCYC Reserve Darryl Goldrick
Australian Pied Oystercatcher 1 23-Jan-13 |Lake lllawarra Entrance |Sand Bar Darryl Goldrick

Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.
Compiled By Darryl Goldrick

IBOC is on Facebook --
Have some of your Photos added to our Photo Albums with your accreditation.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/lllawarra-Bird-Observers-Club-NSW-Australia/223624561002229

Little Egret changing to breeding colour — Charles Dove Royal Spoonbills getting close — Charles Dove

Copyright 2012 All rights reserved.
While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in
this newsletter and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.
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