
Beach stone-curlew: endangered

Common names:

Scientific name:

Family:

Description:

Habitat and distribution:

Behaviour and life history:

 beach stone-curlew or beach thick-
knee

 Esacus magnirostris

 Burhinidae

 The beach stone-curlew is a very large 
thick-set wader that is readily distinguished from all 
other waders by its large size, massive bill with yellow 
patches at the base, and bold black and white pattern 
on the head.

Adult beach stone-curlews have a large head, slightly 

uptilted bill, hunched profile, stout legs and thick 
'knees' (ankles). The upper body, forehead, crown and 
nape is grey-brown with a distinctive black face and 
white eye brown, chin and throat. The shoulder is 
grey-brown and bordered by white, separating it from 
the remainder of the wing which is grey. The throat 
and breast are a paler grey-brown and the belly is 
white.

The bill is predominantly black with a yellow base and 
the eyes and legs are yellow. In flight, the flight 
feathers are mostly black with a large white patch on 
the back of the flight feathers.

 The beach stone-curlew 
has been observed around the north coast of Australia 
and associated islands from Derby in Western 
Australia to the Manning River in New South Wales. 
The species has largely disappeared from the south-
eastern part of its former range, and is now rarely 
recorded on ocean beaches in New South Wales. In 
Queensland, beach stone-curlews are uncommon on 
beaches in the south of the state but numbers 
gradually increase as you travel north. The 
movements of beach stone-curlews are not well 
understood. The beach stone-curlew is usually found 
on open, undisturbed beaches, islands, reefs, and 
estuarine intertidal sand and mudflats, preferring 
beaches with estuaries or mangroves nearby. 

 Beach stone-curlews 
are usually solitarily or in pairs, however occasionally 
small groups of up to five birds can be observed. The 
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activity of stone-curlews is largely dictated by tides. At 
high tide, they can be found roosting in the shade of trees 

or at fringes of mangroves. At low tide they move out 
onto the exposed intertidal mudflats, sandflats, 
sandbanks and sandpits to feed on crabs and other 
marine invertebrates.

Beach stone-curlews breed from September and 
February. Their nests can often be located on 
sandbanks, sandpits, or islands in estuaries, coral 
ridges, among mangroves or in the sand 
surrounded by short grass and scattered 
casuarinas (she-oaks). Typically one egg is laid per 
season but a second may be laid if the first is lost. 
Both parents care for the hatchling who remains 
dependant on them for 7 to 12 months.

During the night, breeding beach stone-curlews 
use a harsh, wailing territorial call which is higher 
pitched, harsher and less fluty than that of the bush 
stone-curlew. When alarmed, the species may 
vocalise with a weal yapping.
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New Year Outing & Picnic                Wednesday February 8th 2012        
Lake Illawarra Entrance 5pm 

Meet at the Pine trees at the end of the roadway to Windang Surf Club at 5pm. Bring a picnic tea. 
Access is from Shellharbour Rd Windang. Turn east at the traffic lights at the Hotel (Boronia 
Avenue), then take the 2nd right. At the end, cross the road and enter the gateway to the foreshore 
park. Keep to the right hand roadway until you reach a carpark under the pine trees. Insect 
repellent is strongly recommended. We will walk out to the entrance and look for waders and other 
seabirds.

Club Meeting:    Monday 13th February 2012 

7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr. of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way, Fairy Meadow.
A presentation by Charles Dove on the Birds of the Illawarra.                  Hosted by Alan Cousins 
Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting. 

Monthly Walk                        Saturday 18th February 2012
Killalea State Park 8.00am                                                     Leader Betty Hudson 

Meet at 8.00am sharp at the car park at the end of the road. After passing the park entrance 
continue right to the end of the road (approx 1.5km) and park. (NB Do not take the right turn 
approx 1km from the entrance) When travelling from either north or south along the Princes 
Highway take the Shellharbour exit and turn towards Shellharbour. At the next roundabout turn 
right and follow the road signs to Killalea.  
Bring a carry morning tea.  
Lunch will be eaten near the cars. Be sure to bring plenty of insect repellent and sunscreen. 
Phone Betty on 4236 0307 or mobile 0432 892 945 

Committee Meeting -        Monday 20th February 2012

Next committee meeting 7.30pm. To be held at Ted & Ellen Simpson's. 18 Covington Green, Dapto 
at 7.30 pm on Monday 20th February. Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome 
to attend the meeting. All welcome. 

Newsletter –
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 21st February 2012. Email contributions to 
Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 Purry Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS     IMPORTANT Renewal of IBOC Membership for 2012 
In order for the club to check and verify the details for all members held in our records, we require that a 
membership form is completed and attached to your membership payment for 2011. This applies to all types of 
payments. Please ensure that you tick the box for electronic newsletters if you wish to continue to have it sent 
this way or wish to change to electronic delivery. You get to see it in glorious colour! 

For your convenience a membership form is attached to this newsletter or it can be downloaded from the club 
web site www.iboc.org.au Please note that fees are due on the 1st January 2012. 

There has been no change to the fees for each type of membership. Singles $30, Family $35 and Juniors $10. 

THE ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB CELEBRATES ITS 
35TH ANNIVERSARY ON THE 1ST OF FEBRUARY 2012 

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
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Report for Christmas party Monday 12th December 2011            
 
Over 40 members turned out for a night of bingo, 
quiz, poem and stage performances followed by a 
magnificent supper provided by members. 
The bingo was good fun and was organised and 
called by Neil Wheway who ran two sessions. As 
well as a great sing along. 
A quiz provided by Charles Dove was a word search 
of bird names and Anne Cousins presented a sheet 
of jumbled letters to reveal 30 Christmas time 
words and phrases and another with some thought 
provoking questions. 
Barbara Hales read a children's poem by Ronald 
Dahl about Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
concerning vandalism. 
We were then treated to a rendering of "Three Little 
Bird Observers We" performed by Robyn Cashman, 

Lyndall Dawson and Ken and Sue Brown ably 
accompanied by John Cashman (Johnny Cash)? on 
his guitar. Ken and Sue then performed a bird 
action song which all members took Part in. 
The tables were provided with drinks and nibbles 
organised by Sylvia Garlick and Betty Hudson. 
Thanks to all who assisted in setting up the hall for 
the night. A generous supper followed and as 
indicated earlier, with plates of many varying types 
of fare provided by members. Our beautiful 
Christmas cake, again provided by Norma Almond 
was cut by Peg McKinlay 'My thanks to all who 
attended and participated in our 2011 Christmas 
celebrations'  

Alan Cousins 

Christmas Bar-B-Q           Integral Park Saturday 10th December 2011           Charles Dove         
 
An excellent roll up once again for the Christmas Bar-B-Q. Another very 
relaxing afternoon, with members enjoying each others company, just what 
one needs as the holiday season begins. Tom and Neil continued the 
tradition of cooking up a great B-B-Q; as many of us wandered around the 
grounds seeking some of the many species of birds that live in the evergreen 
surroundings. Late in the afternoon a number of Topknot Pigeons proved of 
great interest as they feasted on the Figs in a nearby Figtree. 
 
Bird List for Integral Park Walk 10.12.11 
47 Species Seen 
King Quail Galah Superb Fairy-wren Grey Fantail 
Australian Wood Duck Sulphur-crested Cockatoo White-throated Gerygone Australian Raven 
Black Duck Rainbow Lorikeet Yellow Thornbill Magpie-lark 
Spotted Dove Eastern Rosella Yellow-rumped Thornbill Eastern Yellow Robin 
Bar-shouldered Dove Channel-billed Cuckoo Eastern Spinebill Silvereye 
Topknot Pigeon Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Lewin’s Honeyeater Fairy Martin 
Australian Pelican Fan-tailed Cuckoo Noisy Miner Red-whiskered Bulbul 
White-faced Heron Azure Kingfisher New Holland Honeyeater Common Blackbird 
Australian White Ibis Laughing Kookaburra Eastern Whipbird Common Mynah 
Grey Goshawk Sacred Kingfisher Rufous Whistler Red-browed Finch 
Swamp Harrier Dollarbird Grey Shrike-thrush European Goldfinch 
Masked Lapwing Satin Bowerbird Australian Magpie  

 
Amendment to Mylestom Camp Bird List 
Please delete the record for the Little Curlew. 
On close examination of photographs of the bird it was decided that it was a Whimbrel. 

Betty Hudson 

 
BIG APOLOGY – sorry to Terry Edwell for inserting the wrong Pic in the first of our The Birds 
in my Backyard Stories of the Satin Bowerbird and it should have been the Green Catbird.         
Charles Dove 

 
John & Robyn Cashman hosted a BBQ for members on Friday 20th January, about 40 members 
attended for a great social evening catching up. Many thanks to John & Robyn (We thought we 
might make this a weekly event at their house as it was so nice- ha! ha!)=                   Alan Cousins 
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I.B.O.C. PROGRAMME 2012   Newsletter Version 1  11.01.12 
Month Action Date Speaker/Leader Venue 

February Mid week outing 8.02.12  Lake Illawarra Windang 

 Meeting 13.02.12 Charlie Dove Birds of The Illawarra 

 Outing 
Saturday 
18.02.12 

Betty Hudson 
Killalea SRA & Minnamurra 
Spit 

March Meeting 12.03.12 Glennis Wellins Sand Flies 

 Mid week walk 14.03.12 Ted Simpson Bass Point 

 Outing 
Sunday 
18.03.12 

Betty Hudson 
Bellawongera & Red Rock 
Reserve 

 
Joint Outing & BBQ 
Picnic  with C.B.O.C. 

31.03.12 Alan Cousins Audley Weir 

April No Meeting  
Easter 
Monday 

  

 Mid Week Walk 11.04.12 Ted Simpson Kembla Grange J J Ellis 

 Outing 
Saturday 
14.04.12 

Betty Hudson Barren Grounds 

 Autumn Camp 21-28.04.12 Betty Hudson Tumbarumba 

May Meeting 14.05.12   

 Mid week Walk 16.05.12 
Brian & Barbara 
Hales 

Lake Illawarra-Koona Bay 

 Outing 
Saturday 
 19.05.12 

Joan & Tom Wylie Box Vale Track Mittagong 

June Meeting 11.06.12   
 Mid Week Walk 13.06.12 Leader Required Mangerton Park 

 Outing 
Sunday 
17.06.12 

Leader Required 
Clover Hill Rd & Cascades 
Walk Macquarie Pass NP 

July Meeting 9.07.12 Bob Ashford 
Trip to either Bhutan or 
Mexico 

 Mid Week Walk 11.07.12  TBA 

 Outing 
Saturday 
14.07.12 

Leader Required Bargo Gorge 

August Meeting 13.08.12 Jann Gowans American Birds 
 Mid Week Walk 15.08.12  Mt Brown 

 Outing 
Sunday 
19.08.12 

Neil Wheway Carrington Falls 

September Meeting 10.09.12   
 Mid Week Walk 12.09.12 Ted Simpson Hooker Point Park 

 Monthly Walk 
Saturday 
15.09.12 

Betty Hudson 
Granite Falls & Monument 
Beach Walk, Conjola NP 

October Meeting 8.10.12   

 Mid Week Walk 10.10.12 Ted Simpson Hill 60 

 Outing  
Sunday 
14.10.12 

Betty Hudson Lady Carrington Drive 

 Spring Camp 20-27.10.12 Betty Hudson TBA 
November Meeting/ AGM 12.11.12   
 Mid Week Walk 14.11.12 Ted Simpson Slacky Flat Park 

 Outing 
Saturday 
17.11.12 

Betty Hudson 
Bulli Tops to Sublime Point 
return 

December Christmas Picnic 8.12.12   

 Christmas Meeting 10.12.12   

 
 

THE COMPLETE ANNUAL PROGRAMME CAN BE VIEWED ON 
http://www.iboc.org.au/info/IBOCProgram2012.pdf 
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THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By Wal Emery 
 
I enjoyed reading with interest and amusement 
Terry’s account of the birds in her backyard, so much 
so that it has inspired me to write about the birds in 
our backyard. Far from being a humorous account; 
my story, is more a lamentable tale of woe and 
should probably be titled “The Decline of the Birds in 
our backyard”. 
We built our house in 1974 on a coalwash covered 
acre of land with a creek running through it. The 
block was devoid of any vegetation, except for the 
Willow lined banks of the creek and a couple of 
degraded remnant rainforest trees and ferns in the 
back corner. We were determined to make a haven 
for birds and set about planting a mixture of native 
and exotic trees and shrubs. 
Over the next five years, as the garden developed 
our bird list grew. Most of what you expect to see in 
the area and some became resident. However the 
absence of one bird disappointed me, the Little 
Wattlebird. I used to sit on my front patio watching 
them loop through the Willows, using the creek as a 
flyway, but never stopping at our place. How I wished 
they would. 
Through the sightings as the garden continued to 
develop and as a more varied food supply evolved, 
different birds began to appear. The creek provided a 
natural corridor from the escarpment. We got visitors 
like the Emerald Dove coming to feed on falling 
Wattle seeds, Green Catbirds arriving to feed on 
Sandpaper Figs and always the Gang Gangs when 
the Cotoneaster berries were ripe. In Spring migrants 
like White-winged Trillers, Flycatchers, White-
throated Gerygone, Monarchs & Rufous Fantails 
were regular visitors to our maturing Eucalypts. Black 
Bitterns and Nankeen Night Herons were 
occasionally found in the dense Willows. 
A Spectacled Monarch was a present for two 
consecutive summers. Back then this was a new bird 
for many IBOC members and as it always roosted on 
the same branch, we were able to show all who 
wished to see. Another Monarch incident, interesting 
though less enjoyable, involved a Black-faced 
Monarch & a Grey Butcherbird; the Butcherbird 
caught the Monarch and wedged it in a small Myrtle 
fork. It then proceeded to pluck and rip pieces from it 
with its hooked beak, behaviour I had read about but 
never witnessed. Sad to loose such a beautiful bird 
from the garden, but a case of a Butcherbird doing 
what Butcherbirds do. I would have been more upset 
if it had been taken by a cat. 
A big surprise was the arrival of the Brush Turkey. 
This was at a time when they had rarely been seen in 
the Illawarra since around 1900. It started to build a 
mound in the back corner, scraping the place bare. 
Having run out of material it crossed the creek and 
attacked the compost heap, tossing it backwards into 
the creek. Unfortunately it had not taken into account 
the 1 metre vertical bank & try as it may it could not 

toss the litter out; feeling sorry for it Hazel donned the 
gumboots and lent a hand. The happy Turkey joined 
in and scratched it across the flat, building a 
magnificent mound. There was however another 
factor he not taken into account, there appeared not 
to be a female in the area & after several weeks 
forlornly hanging around it left. I heard later six 
Turkeys had escaped from a nearby aviary & I often 
wonder if they were the nucleus of the now thriving 
population on the escarpment. One year a pair of 
Superb Fairy-wrens nested in a secluded corner of 
the courtyard. Seemed like a good spot, 
unfortunately the only way out for the maiden flight of 
the fledglings was straight over the swimming pool. 
Anticipating a problem we kept a constant vigil round 
departure time & a fine leaf net close by. This proved 
a wise strategy as two damp chicks had to be fished 
out, none the worst for their impromptu bath, but 
much to the relief of their agitated parents. Such are 
the hazards of life. 
Terry’s story of the Currawong & Channel-bills 
reminded me of one we had in a similar situation. I 
watched it once ramming dry Eucalypt seeds, twigs 
and all, down the cavernous throats; it even struck a 
Crimson Rosella in flight, dislodging feathers, in a 
desperate attempt to obtain food to silence the 
ravenous squawking tantrums of those two 
freeloaders, which were now much bigger than the 
Currawong itself. 
By the early nineties we had a list of 126 species 
seen either in or flying over our garden and around 
15 species nesting there each year. We were very 
happy with the results of our efforts, but by the mid-
nineties things began to change; once common 
sightings were becoming rarer. There were small 
habitat changes nearby. Half an acre of Lantana was 
removed from behind our back fence and replaced 
with grass, a few more houses were built around us 
with the inevitable increase in cats, and I removed 
the remaining Willows which were choking the creek 
creating a flood hazard. 
The decline in species has a continued up to the 
present day, particularly the small birds, which I can 
number on my hands. There has however been a 
notable increase; beware the old saying “Be careful 
what you wish for”. Oh! How I regret wishing for 
those Little Wattlebirds to stay. They are now the 
most common and certainly the most aggressive 
birds in the yard, I believe a big factor in the demise 
of the smaller birds. They attack everything that 
moves. 
The garden is now a better more mature habitat than 
it has been and we live in hope that one day our little 
feathered friends will return in the variety and 
numbers we once enjoyed. Anyone wishing for a 
garden full of Wattlebirds are more than welcome to 
mine, but a warning. “Beware of what you wish 
for”. 

Wal Emery 
 

Been inspired…………………….. Send in your story of your own backyard garden and the birds. 
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Darwin                                                                                                                                                                 Dave 
 
After last years successful 3 day trip to Kingfisher Park in 
north Queensland, the four intrepid birdwatchers (Martin & 
Penny Potter, Alison Foley & myself) decided on a new 
destination to fill the yawning gaps on our birding lists. The 
place was Darwin, home to over 80 potential new sightings 
for us including the target species of Rufous Owl, Rainbow 
Pitta and Chestnut Rail. 
After flights, hire car, accommodation and dates were set 
we investigated the birding possibilities with Finding Birds 
in Darwin, Kakadu & the Top End by Niven McCrie and 
James Watson. This gives very specific directions to the 
most productive places for birding and it was our bible for 
the duration of our trip.  
On arriving at 5.30pm on Thur April 28 the first trio of our 
quartet (Ali was on babysitting duty until three days hence) 
hastily picked up the hire car and headed straight for the 
Botanic Gardens for the hallowed dwelling of Rufous Owl, 
apparently common according to the bible. However it was 
not to be, the tree holding the Rufous Owl pair we later 
learned had been pruned to death, and their home of five 
years abandoned. We did however get 2 new ticks, White-
gaped Honeyeater and Barking Owl tracked down easily by 
its call at sunset. 
The next full day was going to be a big one, five places to 
visit, the first being Bayview Boulevard which has a great 
cycle track looking down on a large mangrove forest. This 
was our first crack at Chestnut Rail which is tide critical. 
The bible quoted as saying ‘thou shall only see the holy rail 
when tides are below 4 metres and falling in the morning’ 
so our timing was perfect.  
We left Railless but I picked up another 4 ticks including the 
unmistakable Red-headed Honeyeater, as well as Rufous-
banded Honeyeater, Shining Flycatcher and Radjah 
Shelduck. Our next spot was Charles Darwin National Park 
for more mangrove and woodland birds. It was ominously 
quiet, and we left with no new ticks to our life lists, but did 
see Great Bowerbird, Pheasant Coucal and White-throated 
Honeyeater.  
We then decided to visit the hallowed bird watching turf of 
Leanyer Sewerage Works which involved a trip to Power 
and Water NT for key access which ever organised Penny 
had arranged. After the grumpy guard directed us to the 
correct building (‘you’d think there would be better places to 
see birds than sewage ponds’) we received instructions to 
stay inside the car to prevent being crocodile bait. 
In the heat of the middle of the day it was ideal from inside 
an air-conditioned car. At the entrance we saw Masked and 
Long-tailed Finches (2 new ticks!) and on the trip inside we 
picked-up Pied Heron, White-winged Black Tern 
(spectacular in its breeding plumage) and Crimson Finch 
as well as more Radjah Shelduck.   
After a break for lunch at Nightcliff to see some waders 
(Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit and Eastern Reef Egret) we 
headed off to East Point Reserve for the mangrove board 
walk. At the very start we saw Lemon-bellied Flycatcher, 
Bar-breasted Honeyeater (tick) and another Crimson Finch 
which proved to be common around Darwin. The broad-
billed Flycatcher was another tick on the boardwalk, and 
the Mangrove Gerygone appeared just long enough for 
Penny to get views then disappeared. 
The waders at East Point gave me another 2 additions to 
my life list, being the Lesser Sand Plover and Great Knot. It 
was then time to go to ‘the best chance to see Large-tailed 

Nightjar’, according to the bible, at Casuarina Coastal 
Reserve for dusk. It would have been much easier if I 
remembered to pack the spotlight in the car that morning; 
instead we were relying on hand held torches. 
We waited by an electricity substation in an open field and 
waited for the call. We heard it through some trees out into 
another opening, and saw a nightjar type shape zig-
zagging about in the darkened skyline. We were being 
eaten alive by mozzies which hadn’t appeared all day so 
we abandoned the park and ended our first successful day. 
15 new birds! 
The next morning was our last crack at the Chestnut Rail at 
Buffalo Creek. We made our way on the muddy bank in 
prime viewing position for the opposite bank, the most likely 
place our elusive brown bird was going to emerge 
according to McCrie. After seeing the prehistoric sounding 
Black Butcherbird gaggling on the other bank, the Rail did 
not disappoint coming out and gave us sensational views 
of his brownness. It’s always such a thrill to see the bird 
after months of looking at field guides and internet photos, 
it was the highlight of the trip for me. 
A walk up the road produced Yellow White-eye, Green-
backed Gerygone and Arafura Fantail which gave me 5 
more new birds from the one spot! Darwin was proving to 
be legendary. 
We received a tip from a local that Little Kingfisher could be 
seen on a foot bridge on path to a nudist beach, so we 
headed off at once. We couldn’t find the alleged bridge but 
did manage to see a Grey Whistler which was a common 
sighting on the trip. The next target bird was Rainbow Pitta, 
of which Howard Springs was our best chance.  
We visited it in the early afternoon when the heat was at its 
greatest and not a bird was to be seen. After trudging 
about for an hour and waiting at a wooden bridge where 
‘the Rainbow Pitta will turn up within half an hour’ we were 
fruitless. We did see a File snake which Martin managed to 
grab the tail in the stream before slipping away. We cut our 
losses and decided to visit that evening. 
A few hours later when we returned we spotted a trio with 
binoculars walking slowly on the track, whom we 
immediately bombarded with questions about the elusive 
Pitta. They assured us it was around and allowed us to join 
them in their careful stalking of the forest. Again Pittaless 
the Darwin trio left us to continue their search elsewhere 
while we sat in the great open park and rested our dipping 
souls. 
One of the locals returned in a hurry and shouted out his 
car window there was a Rainbow Pitta just around the 
corner. We dashed around too late for the bird was not to 
be seen that day. 
We decided to return the next morning as it was on the way 
to Fogg Dam, our destination for the next night. After an 
early morning rise and scramble out the door for the 8am 
opening time at Howard Springs we finally caught sight of 
the spectacular Pitta, it was the most striking bird of the 
trip. Then it was off to Fogg Dam! 
Two of the promised walking tracks at the start of the dam 
were closed due to flooding, but we decided to go as far as 
water stopped us as the walk tempted us with possible 
sightings of Rose-crowned Fruit-dove and Little Kingfisher.  
We didn’t get far as water covered most of the track and 
the chance of being ambushed by a crocodile was enough 
to dampen our twitching souls.  
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The road over the dam is a single lane dirt track that has 
expanses of water on both sides. We saw plenty of Pied 
Heron, Egrets, Spoonbills and a few Jacanas in the mid 
distance, but at the end was a great viewing platform of two 
ponds spewing with life. One was full of birds and the other 
a solitary crocodile, which splashed when attempting to 
catch the abundant barramundi.  

I caught a glimpse of two Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove in a 
neighbouring fig-tree, giving me my two ticks of the day. 
We met a local at the lookout who conducts bird tours and 
managed to do some spotlighting on the way back, seeing 
a Tawny Frogmouth (which is a lot smaller than the 
southern type).  

Then it was bed and off early in the morning to pick up Alison to fill out our birding quartet. 
 

DAR-WINNER TAKES IT ALL (sorry, Abba)                                                                               by Alison Foley 
2nd May, Day 1 (me), Day 5 (them) 
Armed with a top five wishlist - Rainbow Pitta, Pied Heron, 
Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove, Star Finch and White-throated 
Grasswren (yes, I know!) -  I flew into Darwin on the red 
eye after a round-Australia trip from Sydney (dep 2145h) to 
Melbourne to Darwin (arr 0550h).  As the lowest of the 
lowly, we standbyers have to wait till all have been seated 
(dogs and goats included) before we are allowed to kiss the 
in-flight attendant’s hem and slink into a left-over spot.  As 
the wrinkles increase, so do the “how does it stay up in the 
sky?” nerves, and I must’ve been the only passenger 
ordering a little bottle of red wine at 3am (although where it 
was 3am at that point was hard to decide, especially after a 
glass of wine!).  Later, I opened my eyes and it appeared 
the glass had magically disappeared. My neighbour 
confided “You were asleep.  She had to pry it out of your 
hands”.  “I was just resting my eyes” I humphed.  His talon-
like nails tapped me on the forearm “You were snoring”, he 
gloated and proceeded to do an impression of me only a 
mother could love.  “I said to the wife, ‘Short trip for some, 
eh?’” 
So it was with a certain amount of relief, and apparently 
rest, that we touched down and the birding adventure 
began for me (by the way, this is about the stage where I 
started looking for Rose-crowned Fruit-dove). A bouncy 
Dave met me at the airport and blithely rattled off a barrage 
of precious bird names - things he could see IN the airport 
car-park IN the dark, his keen eyesight having been finely 
honed by intensive birding on the previous four days, while 
I stared into a bush in a vain attempt to unnerve a Brown 
Honeyeater.  Unsuccessful in this my first bird (although 
not a lifer), I was whisked off to better territory and better 
light.  At Tiger Brennan Drive (great name!), dawn and a 
quick walk rewarded my visit with Red-headed and White-
gaped Honeyeater, obliviously busy with the matter of 
breakfast. 
No time to waste, we then drove to the aforementioned 
Eden at Fogg Dam for a massive breakfast with Penny and 
Martin.  Before the infamous four set off for Kakadu, we 
took a walk around the property and the very kind owner 
located a Rainbow Pitta for us.  This was one of the 
highlights as it was the first bird on my top five wishlist and 
also the only Rainbow Pitta I saw on the trip, stomping 
around in the undergrowth as it is wont to do always 
keeping the same distance between your feet and its.  I 
saw my first croc of the trip (a cute little baby) from a 
viewing platform at Fogg Dam. At the end of the drive 
awaited the first pair of Radjah Shelduck (soon to become 
known as “ducks” but the first one was special). Dave and 
Martin spotted a “Paperback” Flycatcher in the “reads” as 
well as what seemed like bushfire sparks alighting, the 
spectacular Crimson Finch.  Whatever happened to 
camouflage?  
I had been hoping I might spy a Pied Heron so I was simply 
unprepared for the hundreds and hundreds which assailed 
the eye (only one was needed to get me bird number 2 on 
the wishlist) and was lucky enough to witness the mating 
dance of a pair of both these and Little Egrets side by side. 
On to Kakadu-du-du-push-pineapple-shake-the-tree for two 
nights in Jabiru with stops at the various rivers along the 
way on the trail of the elusive Zitting Cisticola (we could 
either catch a glimpse or hear it but nary the twain would 
meet).  At South Alligator River, I got my first sighting of a 
Rufous-banded Honeyeater.   
The weather over the next six days was invariable – cool 
pleasant early mornings and late evenings increasing to a 

tolerable 32-34 degrees from midday to 4pm.  Endless blue 
skies and very few pesky bugs – mosquitoes in particular 
were noticeable for their absence. 
At Lakeview, after our customary settling-in period of 3 
minutes 17 seconds (i.e. dump bags on beds), we headed 
out to Ubirr, a sandstone outcrop/art gallery, for the sunset, 
almost running over a lone Partridge Pigeon, out for a night 
on the tiles, judging by the heavy eye make-up.  Ubirr is 
one of the most beautiful places I have ever been.  Any 
time of day is heaven but the sunset there was almost a 
spiritual experience.  Never have green and blue looked so 
good together.  It almost makes you forget about birds for a 
moment.  The trip back was memorable too as the sealed 
road was hopping mad with cut snakes (and uncut), cane 
toads (squish squish) and other amphibians, as well as an 
exciting drive through a long stretch of water half a metre 
deep!  If you like your gin and tonic in a bucket-sized glass, 
I have to recommend the Jabiru Sports and Social Club – 
Jabiru is not too bad for an alcohol-free zone. No Rose-
crowned Fruit-dove on the menu though. 
We closed our eyes, opened them again and it was… 
3rd May, Day 2 (me) Day 6 (them)  
The aim was to get to Nourlangie (40k away) before the 
first tourist bus and we almost made it were it not for Penny 
and Dave spotting some Northern Rosella on the way in.  
Another amazing place, with more rock art, we did a loop 
walk putting the feathers of Leaden Flycatcher, White-lined 
Honeyeater and Arafura Fantail in our caps.  Dave flushed 
a Banded Fruit-Dove on the way in and was the only one 
able to identify it positively. 
Late morning, we drove to one of the bible’s favourite 
places, Gubara, a lovely 3k bushwalk ending at a 
swimming-hole.  I proudly wore the sweat of my labour 
visible through the khaki layers and added Red-Collared 
Lorikeet and Little Woodswallow to my growing list of 
newbies.  We returned hot and hungry to Jabiru for a 
bakery lunch and then drove to Cooinda in the middle of 
the park to take the delectable Yellow Water evening cruise 
– two hours getting up close and personal with crocs, 
Jacana, Jabiru, Magpie Geese, Egrets and raptors.  If I had 
a dollar for every whistling kite I saw on the trip, I could 
retire (for the day!).  The vegetation was sumptuous too, 
starbursts of lotus flowers in every alcove and water plants 
which played optical illusions on us.  The sunset as we 
chuffed back to the point of embarkation was mesmerising.  
According to my records, I saw a Broad-billed Flycatcher 
on the cruise but time and that sunset seemed to have 
wiped out all traces of it from my memory. Rose-crowned 
Fruit-dove sightings – nil. 
4th May, Day 3 (me) Day 7 (them) 
My birthday! A very special one.  Penny and I decided to 
start off the celebrations with another cruise on Yellow 
Water, this time at dawn, while the others would go and 
check out Mardugal, supposed to be good for Black-tailed 
Treecreeper.  My first birthday bird was a female Shining 
Flycatcher which I was particularly proud of as I spied and 
identified it by myself – a rare thing when the rest of the 
group is so competent. There’s no mistaking her in her 
dimorphic chestnut outfit. Feeling pretty mellowed by 8am, 
we met up back at Cooinda for a birthday treat – an all-you-
can-eat buffet breakfast – and with arteries bursting with 
cholesterol, we felt fortified enough to get Black on the Tail 
of that treecreeper.   
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In stultifying heat, we hunted the elusive creature down 
satisfactorily via its characteristic call and the bonus prize 
was great mid-morning views of a pair of wide-awake and 
tremendously startled Southern Boobook brothers.  If 
anyone remembers the expression on Beaker from The 
Muppet Show’s face, you’ll have a mental picture of our two 
freaked-out feathered friends.  Fully rehydrated, we 
zoomed off to Point Stuart Wilderness Resort, a promising 
name if ever there was one.  It was about 200k away so as 
I, the designated driver, sped along the runway which is the 
Kakadu Highway under the midday sun, all around me 
heads were drooping until the interior of the hire car 
vibrated to the sound of gentle, synchronised snoring. I 
must confess, though my eyes were open, I too was on 
auto-pilot.  Just then, Dave raises his nodding head and 
yells “Black Bittern!!!”  What a pleasant dream, I thought.  
But no, out of the corner of his eye, he’d seen a black bird 
fly up from the left-side ditch.  We screeched to a halt, 
back-pedalled and there it was, perched in a low tree.  Pat 
on the back for Dave and a beverage of his choice later. 
Although no one got any lifers at Point Stuart and 
surrounds, it was a lovely place – off the beaten track but 
well set-up for winding down with a good bar and 
restaurant (couldn’t go past the barramundi) and sunset 
cruises on the nearby Mary River. Don’t ask me about the 
Rose-crowned little fiend.  
5th May, Day 4 (me) Day 8 (them) 
Sadly, time for Dave to go home, and so he should, having 
seen a Rose-crowned Fruit-dove at 0559h when I was still 
in the shower (serves me right for spending valuable 
birding time on hygiene!).  We wended our way back to 
Darwin Airport with a profitable side-trip to Palmerston 
Sewage Works. Silver-crowned Friarbird, Mangrove Robin 
(singing its little heart out) and Yellow White-Eye proved 
yet again that ‘water scum is the birder’s chum’, not to be 
confused with the olde seafaring birder’s adage ‘If ye want 
the birds to come, don’t leave port wivout yer chum’.  With 
his appetite suitably sated, Dave left the ground (with a 
total of 36 new species if I remember rightly) and we happy 
few trundled off to Litchfield National Park for a couple of 
nights. We dropped in at Berry Springs Recreational 
Reserve on the trail of the Rufous Owl, almost stalking the 
ranger back to his little house in the woods because he 
boasted of having one in his tree but we refrained at the 
last minute, settling for a Green-backed Gerygone instead.  
We finished the daylight hours with a scoot over to the 
Magnetic Termite Mounds just on sunset (almost running 
over a Frill-necked Lizard which gave us quite a ... OK, I’ll 
be good ... thrill).  There were also cathedral mounds 
present looking like giant citrus juicers.  And then to bed.  
Rose-crowned...oh why bother! 
6th May, Day 5 (me) Day 9 (Penny & Martin) 
Up at dawn’s crack again and beetling through the wonders 
of Litchfield, we arrived at Florence Falls, Martin and I 
picking up Northern Rosella on the way in.  Having looked 
out at the lookout for doves of a particular hue, we shuffled 
(I, in a disappointed manner) through the campground and 
spied a Silver-backed Butcherbird for our pains.  Then we 
tackled the gorgeous and aptly-named Shady Creek Walk, 
just what the doctor ordered as the sun reached over the 
treetops.  I highly recommend this paved, winding track for 
its brevity, ecotones and Red Goshawks.  Well, to be 
precise, just the one RED GOSHAWK! As we rounded a 
bend, Martin took off up a hill in pursuit of his first ever 
Black-breasted Buzzard, and there then followed a great 
example of teamwork – Martin flushed the goshawk, Penny 
saw it in the air and I followed it with my binos till it landed 
in a tree. We had great views of it and all three of us were 
able to view, record and photograph it.  Realising that 

would be the high point of the day and probably the trip, we 
allowed ourselves a picnic lunch at Buley Rockholes, a 
divinely refreshing series of descending freshwater pools 
large enough for 10 or so people, before clambering 
aboard the, by now rather muddy and smelly, rental vehicle 
for a last-ditch attempt at the Rufous Owl.  Arriving back at 
Berry Springs just on dusk, we strode purposefully around 
to no avail save that I picked up a Black Butcherbird 
courtesy of Martin (I put him down again of course!)  Light 
went, so we went and my final memory of that day was 
walking back from the shower block at Litchfield Van & 
Tourist Park trying to avoid stepping on those revolting 
cane toads. And don’t start me on the Rose-crowned Fruit-
doves! 
7th May, Day 6 (me) Day 10 (Penny & Martin) 
My last full day in the Top End.  As you will have gathered, 
at this point I had only seen 2 birds from my wishlist and 
had come to the realisation that the chances of seeing Star 
Finch and White-throated Grasswren had never been that 
great all along. My hopes were pinned on you-know-who 
but time was running out.  We headed back to Darwin, 
stopping off at Leanyer Sewage Ponds on the way - a 
second visit for the Potters.  Despite a promising body 
count, the only new species I saw here was the Bar-
breasted Honeyeater and very beautiful it was though the 
glimpse was fleeting.  We stopped where Channel Island 
Road crosses over the Elizabeth River and my notes 
simply say “Mangrove Gerygone at smelly place where we 
had sandwiches”.  That about sums it up.  The bible 
according to McCrie & Watson indicated Channel Island 
itself as a good place for a variety of birds and we crossed 
the bridge to do this section at about the hottest time of 
day.  I read aloud very specific instructions which told us to 
look out for an ecotone, a clump of she-oaks, on the left-
hand side just after the bridge as a chance for my old 
nemesis, the Rose-crowned Fruit-dove, a last chance I felt. 
Suffice it to say that the weather was so hot and still that 
Penny, who had already seen one, decided not to get out 
and I believe Martin only got out on the off-chance that he 
might see something else.  They were both thinking “she’s 
not going to see one here.”  Lo and behold, one of those 
great personal birding moments.  I entered the clump 
alone.  I saw a flutter and something alight.  I raised the 
binos, found it directly and got a ten-second perfect view of 
a ROSE-CROWNED FRUIT-DOVE!!!!!!  Unmistakable! 
That pasted a fixed grin on my face for the remainder of the 
trip. We got into Darwin in the late afternoon and after a 
quick spruce-up at the Potters’ final accommodation (they 
were staying one more night), we strolled through the 
Botanic Gardens looking out for that cotton-pickin’ Rufous 
Owl.  Still floating along on cloud nine from the afternoon’s 
addition to my wishlist, Penny’s shell-like ears tuned in to 
the call of the Barking Owl and again, in an exquisite show 
of collaboration, she tracked its call to a tree while Martin 
sped off to get the torch from the car and I located it and 
was given the responsibility of keeping my eye on it (in 
almost total darkness, I might add) while Penny went to 
look for Martin.  The owl decided to fly down to the ground 
and for ten minutes I stared into a wall of blackness hoping 
something would be there when a light was shone.  And so 
it was!  What a great ending to a perfect week.  We had a 
celebratory dinner in a Turkish restaurant and I got to the 
airport in transports of ecstasy in plenty of time to catch the 
red-eye (2am) to Brisbane and then Sydney with memories 
of the 30 lifers to keep me warm. Guess what else I found?  
Nothing cures a nervous flyer like 120 hours of non-stop 
birding.  Many thanks to Penny, Martin and Dave for their 
delightful company and invaluable sense of humour 
through all those hours. 
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Boxing Day Squabble - guess some birds aren't into the spirit of Christmas. 

Sandon Point. Mike Morphett 

 

I 

 
I pulled up at the bottom of our 
driveway latish afternoon of 
20/12/11 & spotted 
this juvenile Satin Bowerbird 
 near our front fence. It didn't 
move position, just its head, 
which allowed me to go inside 
& get my camera. Not long out 
of the nest I'd say & waiting for 
next food-drop. Mum obliged 
shortly after with very brief 
feed and then took off. The 
youngster then flew a few 
metres in her direction. 
Mike Morphett 
 

 
The Square-tailed Kite was flying over home and was 

a great surprise but I managed a quick Pic.  
Terry Edwell  

 
 

 

"The Australian Wildlife Conservancy" property at Bowra 
 
I have made a tentative booking arriving June 6th leaving 12th 2012 it would be a self drive. As you will read 
accommodation is limited.  They will hold the booking until the end of January, some interest has 
already been expressed if you are genuinely interested let me know.  
 
Contact Neil Wheway 0409 999 394 email wheway@1earth.net 
 
The property is about sixteen kilometres from Cunnamulla, which has additional accommodation.
There are two levels of built accommodation at Bowra:  
A small self-contained cottage, this accommodates up to four people. The shearers' quarters this 
accommodates up to 10 people. Here cooking facilities are shared. Toilets and showers are nearby. Both 
buildings have 240v power and hot water. Both have a stove, microwave, toaster, cooking pots and utensils, 
crockery and cutlery. 
Detergents and tea towels are supplied. All beds are reasonable with sheets, blankets, pillows, doonas and 
electric blankets for cold winter nights. Towels are provided. 
 
Camping areas are nearby and there is facility for a 4 caravans or camper trailers to access 240v power. This 
power is quite limited and not suitable for air-conditioning, heating, cooking or other power hungry uses. 
Costs: Cottage $45 per person per day 
Shearers' Quarters $35 per person per day 
Camping $10 per person per day 
Caravans $10 per person per day-4sites only 
Power for vans $5 per day 
Camping is restricted to 16 
Numbers are limited because of overloading toilet and shower facilities. 
Maps and other information on getting about the property and suggested 
places to look for birds are supplied to all visitors. 
 
Bookings are essential. Those who turn up unbooked may be turned away. 

mailto:wheway@1earth.net
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Tawny Tales 
Andrew Wood 

Talking to my neighbours in the front yard on 5 December last year I was delighted to glance up and see a Tawny Frogmouth 
sitting on a branch in a large Eucalypt. I retrieved my camera from inside the house and took some photos. I have seen Tawnies 
regularly near home over the years although usually in the early evening or at night. This one was in full view at 11am and 
stayed there most the day. 
On the night of December 16, I heard a strange sound in my front yard. I figured it was probably due to a bird. Venturing out with 
my torch I found to my surprise it was a Tawny Frogmouth, not making its usual ‘oom’ sound but rather a kind of low rasping. 
Checking my Slater Field Guide the Tawny has also been heard to make a ‘grr’ sound when disturbed, which might describe the 
sound I was hearing. (I recorded it on my mobile phone voice recorder, although the quality isn’t great). I have no idea what had 
disturbed the bird before I started shining a torch on it and taking photos. 
It did finally get sick of my attention and flew off, but soon I heard the same sound coming from my back yard. There it was on a 
wall, where I took another couple of photos before leaving it in peace. 
Early the next afternoon, I went to the front yard for the purpose of re-filling my birdbath: and there perched on the bath in full 
view was a Tawny Frogmouth. It seems unbothered by my presence and I took some very close photos. After some minutes it 
did fly off into a nearby tree. I’ve not seen it since. 
I can’t be sure that all three of these sightings were of the same bird, although I strongly suspect those of the Dec 16-17 were. It 
was a very enjoyable series of sightings, though. 
Photo descriptions 
Tawny Frogmouth in tree late morning, Dec 5 2011 
Tawny Frogmouth in tree, night of Dec 16 2011 
Tawny Frogmouth on wall, night of Dec 16 2011 
Tawny Frogmouth on birdbath, Dec 17 2011 

 

 
 

 

Just two days into the new year I came across this nest in the 
narrow space between my carport and aviary in a bird's-nest fern, 
one of a number of hanging plants I was in the process of 
watering; an activity I have hardly had to do during the past wet 
year. Despite all my movements along this side of the house,  
I had no idea the nest was there; no bird activity had aroused my 
suspicion. At first I couldn't find access into the cup (that's 
because one side had collapsed to form a roof) and so very 
gingerly I prodded and lifted with a broken-off branch and 
discovered two very cold eggs. I thought it might have been 
Eastern Whipbird' as they've been doing the rounds of the garden 
on a very regular basis, but the eggs were too small. What did 
match up was the Red-whiskered Bulbul, which is a spasmodic 
visitor. Unfortunately, one of the eggs cracked, as the shell was 
very fragile. How easy it is to miss something right under your 
nose. Mike Morphett  

 
 

Stopping at Dorrigo to try 
for the riflebird but only got 
the Regent Bowerbird in  all 
it's glory. Here is a taste of 
what we saw. We got both 
male and female birds. 
Quite a treat! Oh, and we 
had good views of Topknot 
Pigeons too! What a great 
place. 

Pam Hazelwood 
  

Search and Explore Lamington National Park during O’Reilly’s Autumn Bird Week  
Wednesday, January 18, 2012; From 4 - 9 of March 2012, guests can embrace the comfortable autumn conditions at O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat for Autumn Bird Week. 
This week offers pleasant outings as bird enthusiasts explore the rainforests, eucalypt forests and surrounding valleys and lagoons of this famous birding region. Many of the 
same trips take place in O‟Reilly‟s Annual Bird Week, which celebrates its 35th year this November; however with lower numbers of birdwatchers, this is a more personalised 
birding experience. 
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I went to the Integral Park at Dapto and there were two Variegated Fairy-wrens making a racket and diving into the grass it turned out there was a 
snake which was attacking their nest. Had I realised earlier I would have yelled out or have thrown a rock into the grass and run (not poked a 
stick)   Terry Edwell 
 

Black Currawong, seen at Cradle Mountain National Park, 
Tasmania, Dec 10 2011. I was on holiday with my family. Thought 

this shot might be good for the newsletter. 
Andrew Wood 

 
I had been chasing this bird for over a week, a very shy 
Striated Heron 

 Pam Hazelwood

  
 

  
A couple of interesting visitors over the last couple of days in our backyard.                  Pam Hazelwood 

 

   
I had the opportunity of viewing over 35 Great Egrets in various forms of plumage and doing a number of what looked like 

mating rituals was of great interest, especially seeing them in different plumage with the bright green face markings.  
At Purry Burry Point Primbee…. Charles Dove 

 
A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL MEMBERS FOR THE ARTICLES AND PICTURES FOR OUR NEWSLETTER  
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Members Sightings November- December 2011 
SPECIES NUMBER DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 
Pink-eared Duck 4 21-Dec-11 Tallawarra Ash Ponds Pond Charles Dove-Terry Edwell 
Australasian Shoveler 15 15-Dec-11 Purry Burry Point Primbee Lake Charles Dove 
Black-shouldered Kite 1 29-Nov-11 Bellambi Powerline Mike Morphett 
Square-tailed Kite 1 20-Nov-11 Tarrawanna O'head Wal Emery 
Square-tailed Kite 1 20-Nov-11 Balgownie O'head Terry Edwell 
Whistling Kite 1 05-Dec-11 Corrimal O'head Alan Cousins 
Australian Hobby 1 16-Dec-11 Shoalhaven Heads Sandunes Charles Dove-Terry Edwell 
Buff-banded Rail 1 21-Dec-11 Tallawarra Ash Ponds Entrance Grass Charles Dove-Terry Edwell 
Grey Plover 1 16-Dec-11 Shoalhaven Heads Foreshore Charles Dove-Terry Edwell 
Australian Painted Snipe 2 19-Dec-11 Koona Bay Salt marsh B & B Hales 
Ruddy Turnstone 9 09-Dec-11 Woonona  Rock Shelf Ross Gowan 
Ruddy Turnstone 16 11-Dec-11 Bellambi Harbour Rock Shelf Tom Wylie 
Great Knot 1 16-Dec-11 Shoalhaven Heads Foreshore Charles Dove-Terry Edwell 
Green Catbird 1 30-Nov-11 Balgownie Garden Hazel Emery 
Satin Bowerbird 1Ad,1Juv 20-Dec-11 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 
Superb Fairy-wren 2Ad,3Juv 28-Nov-11 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 
Crested Shrike-tit 1 03-Dec-11 Balgownie Garden Terry Edwell 

Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Darryl Goldrick 
 

   

   
Just a few pics from a great day at the Cashman’s                                  pics by Anne Cousins 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL – Due 1 Jan 2012 
Please print this form, complete and post together with your cheque or Money Order to: 

I.B.O.C. PO Box 56 FAIRY MEADOW NSW 2519 
 

Title Family Name Other Name 
 
 

  
 
 

Telephone Number E-mail address 

H M  
 

� I would like to save IBOC postage costs and the trees for the birds by having my Newsletter delivered by e-mail 
Enclosed is a cheque or Money Order for 

 �$35               �$30                �$10           � Other amount  $.................... 
Family                     Single                Junior under 18yrs                                                         TOTAL 
                                                                             

 
Copyright 2011 All rights reserved. 

While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in it 
and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  



Pink-eared Duck

Description:

Distribution:

Habitat: 

Feeding:

Breeding:

Scientific Name: Malacorhynchus 
membranaceus
Atlas Number: 213

 
The Pink-eared Duck is a small duck with a huge 
square-tipped grey bill and strongly barred brown 
flanks. It has a large brown eye patch on a white 
finely barred face. There is a small pink patch 
behind the eye. Upper parts are brown, underparts 

white barred dark brown. The upperwing is brown 
with a white trailing edge and the underwing linings 
are white, finely barred brown. In flight, there is a 
bold white crescent on the rump.

 
The Pink-eared Duck is found throughout Australia 
but only occasionally in Tasmania.

The Pink-eared Duck is found in timbered areas 
near water. It prefers shallow, temporary waters, 
however open wetlands support large flocks. It is a 
highly dispersive and nomadic species.
Seasonal movements: 
Pink-eared Ducks are birds of the inland swamps 
and will fly great distances in search of water. Huge 
flocks often reach the coast in dry years.

 
Pink-eared Ducks feed in shallow warmish waters. 
The highly specialised bill is fringed with fine 
lamellae (grooves) to filter out the microscopic 
plants and animals which make up the bulk of its 
diet. Pink-eared Ducks often feed in head-to-tail 
pairs swimming in a circle, which concentrates 
small organisms in a rotating column of water.

 
Breeding can take place all year round and is 
dependant on floodwaters. The nest is a rounded 
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mass of down placed in a hollow or on a stump above 
the water. Pink-eared Ducks usually take over nests 
built by other birds, especially the  
Fulica atra, and the  Gallinula 
ventralis. Pink-eared Ducks form monogamous, 
probably life-long pair-bonds. The female incubates 
the eggs, and both parents brood the young.
Clutch Size: 5 to 8
Incubation: 26 days
Minimum Size: 36cm
Maximum Size: 45cm
Average size: 40cm
Average weight: 375g

 Any time of year, influenced by 
rainfall and floods.
A musical chirruping sound that is unusual for a duck, 
both while in flight and on water. When fighting, this 
call becomes almost continuous trilling.
 

Eurasian Coot,
Black-tailed Native Hen,

Breeding season:

information courtesy of   http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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Club Meeting:    Monday 12th March 2012 
7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr. of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way, Fairy Meadow. 
A presentation by Gleniss Wellings entitled "Sand Flies" which will be of significant interest to us all 
as most of us will have had experience of their presence. Gleniss will be followed by Brian Hales who 
will present his "Birds of the UK". If you have seen some of Brian's photographs you will know that 
you are in for a treat. 
Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting. 

 
Midweek Walk:                             Wednesday 14th March 2012 
Bass Point.                                                                                      Leader Ted Simpson. 
Meet at 8-30am at Basset Park on Boolwarroo Pde, where we will check out the lagoon and area 
towards the sea. We will then drive to Bass point. Bring morning tea. 
Contact No. Ted Mob. 0425 121 221.                                                                                                         

 
Monthly Outing:                              Sunday 18th March 2012                          
Bellawongarah and Fitzroy Falls                                                         Leader Betty Hudson 
Meet at 8.30am at the Old Cemetery/RFS Station on Kangaroo Valley Rd, Bellawongarah. Look for 
the bright red mail box on the left. Travel south along the Princes Hwy to Berry and take the 
Kangaroo Valley road at the southern end of the town. After climbing to the top of the escarpment 
pass a left turn and continue for approx 1.25km. The narrow gravel entrance to the concealed 
cemetery is on the left hand side, immediately before the red milk can mail box (It is at the end of a 
straight section of road and before a sweeping right hand bend.) Enter and park in the small reserve 
by the Rural Fire Station ensuring that we do not cause an obstruction to RFS vehicles. 
We will do an easy walk from here, possibly finding the logrunner. When we finish we will continue 
the drive along Kangaroo Valley Road to the Nowra road before turning right to Fitzroy Falls. From 
Fitzroy Falls car park we will walk the Eastern Rim Track through heath and rainforest gullies. 
Both morning tea and lunch will in the vicinity of the cars. 
Please note that there is a small charge for entry to the car park. No parking is allowed on the surrounding streets. 

 
                                       COMBINED PICNIC DAY & WALK   31ST March 2012                       … 
A joint outing and BBQ (BYO) has been arranged with the Cumberland Bird Observers Club on 
Saturday 31st March 2012 in the Royal National Park. Meet at 8.30am at the Audley end of the park 
in the Wattle Forest picnic area. Coming south through the park turn sharp left before NPWS shop 
etc. and follow road across a white painted wooden bridge, turn sharp left into picnic area. NB this is 
before the Weir. 
Leader Jim Dixon: CBOC 9602 9031 M 0415 169 186 or Alan Cousins: IBOC  4283 3197 

 
Committee Meeting -        Monday 19th March 2012  
 
Next committee meeting 7.30pm. To be held Next committee meeting to be held at Alan & Anne 
Cousins, 4 Adelaide Place, Tarrawanna at 7.30 pm. Tel 42833197. Any members with anything they 
wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting. All welcome. 

 
Newsletter –  
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 25th March. Email contributions to Charles Dove 
newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 Purry Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS     IMPORTANT Renewal of IBOC Membership for 2012 
In order for the club to check and verify the details for all members held in our records, we require that a membership form is 
completed and attached to your membership payment for 2011. This applies to all types of 
payments. Please ensure that you tick the box for electronic newsletters if you wish to continue to have it sent this way or 
wish to change to electronic delivery. You get to see it in glorious colour! 
For your convenience a membership form is attached to this newsletter or it can be downloaded from the club 
web site www.iboc.org.au Please note that fees are due on the 1st January 2012. 
 

            IBOC has pleasure in welcoming New members Paul Nesbitt, Eion Peters and Glenda Harvey………… 

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
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CLUB MEETING MONDAY                                                                             13th FEBRUARY 2012 
This presentation was prepared by our editor Charles Dove who unfortunately could not attend so 
his DVD was presented by Alan Cousins ably assisted by Chris Cartledge. The presentation consisted 
of over 400 bird photographs taken in the Illawarra and surrounding areas by Charles. There was a 
very good member attendance albeit a dreadful night weather wise and we were treated to an 
enthralling array of magnificent pictures accompanied by an enchanting music score. The applause 
at the end of the presentation indicated how much we all enjoyed the evening. 

Thank you Charles, for sharing your magnificent photographs with us.
Alan Cousins 

Bird Walk and Picnic.     The Pines Picnic Ground, Lake Illawarra,  
Wednesday 8th February, 2012                                                                            Robyn Cashman 
 
Rats!! No, this is not a rude word, but rats 
seemed to take an inordinate amount of the 
attention of the 26 or so IBOC members who 
came along, in spite of lowering weather, to 
the first walk of the year. Rats were in 
abundance – and often fooled us into “seeing’ 
some strange avian creatures aloft in the 
branches of the trees around the lake – but 
these birds scampered in a very un-avian way!  
So, rats!! Even so, a smaller than usual list of 
real birds was sighted – the tide was too high 
for the sandbanks to be revealed with their 
usual waders, and the half light of a late, 
overcast Illawarra afternoon made it hard to 
be definite about the scarce members of the 
avian world that were spotted. A Figbird 

greeted the early comers, a Whimbrel and a 
White-faced Heron stuck to their territory on 

our side of the lake. So, here is the list; 
 
Bird List for Lake Illawarra Entrance Walk 8th February 2012  
26 members attended and 22 species were recorded 
Crested Pigeon Nankeen Kestrel Little Corella New Holland Honeyeater 
Little Pied Cormorant Whimbrel Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Australasian Figbird 
Great Cormorant Eastern Curlew Rainbow Lorikeet Australian Magpie 
Little Black Cormorant Caspian Tern Superb Fairy-wren Australian Raven 
Australian Pelican Crested Tern Little Wattlebird  
White-faced Heron Silver Gull Red Wattlebird  

 
Monthly Outing - Walk at Killalea  -                                                                    
Saturday 18th February                                                                                              Terry Edwell 
             
It was a glorious day for the I.B.O.C walk, everything was green 
and fresh after so much rain.  We stopped at the first car parking 
area to have a look at the view and here we saw so many birds 
they were flying here there and everywhere.  Our next stop was at 
the end of the road where we all gathered and from here we 
proceeded down the many steps to the beautiful beach which 
stretches from Killalea to Minnamurra.   
The first good sighting was a White-bellied Sea-eagle struggling to 
turn a fish around in the direction he was travelling, we all watched 
till he was out of sight over the trees lining the beach.  There were 
only silver gulls along the beach and more at the entrance to the 
Minnamurra River along with a few different cormorants and a 
small flock of Galahs that flew from a patch of grass.  Some of our Photo by Josh & Bruce Coyte 
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group saw a Whimbrel that landed briefly. We 
had a dog visitor who brought a stick which a 
few of our birdos threw for him. He swam 
across the river from the other side.   
We retraced our steps to half way back along 
the beach and had morning tea in the bush 
where it was lovely and cool.  After 
refreshments we walked along the bush track 
and came across a Gerygones’ nest, a 
beautifully made little hanging nest with 
pieces of lichen on the outside. The bird came 
back several times to feed young which were 
safely hidden inside, what a privilege to 
watch. Many other little birds were seen and 
heard such as Black-faced Monarch, 
Dollarbirds, Grey Fantails and of course New 
Holland Honeyeaters. We then meet two 
members of our group coming the other way 

around. They had a very fruitful morning 
sighting Shrike-tits, Leaden flycatchers and a 
Satin flycatcher.  The birds were gone when 
they took us back to where they had seen 
them. 
After lunch, which we ate at one of the tables 
provided, some of us walked down to the 
lagoon. There were plenty of water birds 
mainly Eurasian Coots, Black Swans and a 
variety of ducks. The swans were so beautiful 
when they flew they showed the white on their 
wings and were so graceful. One of our ladies 
even clapped as they finished their display of 
flying in unison and landing perfectly together. 
We also saw a black snake which was sunning 
itself near some blackberries it took off in a 
hurry. 

 

  
We all had a wonderful day it was so good to be out after all the rain.  Welcome to two new I.B.O.C 
members Mari and Glenda it was great to have you with us and hope you enjoyed the day. Thanks 
to Betty for checking out the walk and leading us once again you do a wonderful job we all 
appreciate you.  
Seventy birds sighted. Seventeen I.B.O.C  Members  attended. 
Bird List for Killalea Walk 18th February 2012  
 
Black Swan White-bellied Sea-Eagle Variegated Fairy-wren Australian Magpie 
Grey Teal Nankeen Kestrel White-browed Scrubwren Grey Fantail 
Chestnut Teal Peregrine falcon Brown Gerygone Willie Wagtail 
Pacific Black Duck Purple Swamphen Striated Thornbill Australian Raven 
Hardhead Eurasian Coot Yellow Thornbill Leaden Flycatcher 
Australasian Grebe Whimbrel Yellow-rumped Thornbill Black-faced Monarch 
Crested Pigeon Masked Lapwing Brown Thornbill Magpie-lark 
Bar-shouldered Dove Crested Tern Spotted Pardalote Eastern Yellow Robin 
Australasian Darter Silver Gull Eastern Spinebill Golden-headed Cisticola 
Little Pied Cormorant Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Lewin’s Honeyeater Australian Reed Warbler 
Great Cormorant Galah Little Wattlebird Silvereye 
Little Black Cormorant Crimson Rosella Red Wattlebird Welcome Swallow 
Pied Cormorant Eastern Rosella New Holland Honeyeater Red-whiskered Bulbul 
Australian Pelican Laughing Kookaburra Eastern Whipbird Red-browed Finch 
Eastern Great Egret Dollar Bird Crested Shrike-tit Australasian Pipit 
White-faced Heron White-throated Treecreeper Golden Whistler European Goldfinch 
Royal Spoonbill Satin Bowerbird Australasian Figbird  
Black-shouldered Kite Superb Fairy-wren Grey Butcherbird  

 
                      Recognition for One of Our Own. 
In our October Newsletter we noted that one of our members, Foundation Member Nola Williams, had been 
nominated by the Embroiderers’ Guild for Senior Australian of the Year, 2012. The competition has now run its 
course and we all know that Geoffrey Rush became Australian of the Year, 2012. Probably less well known is what 
became of the nominations for Senior Australian of the Year. In New South Wales, Nola was beaten by a worthy 
opponent magistrate Barbara Holborow OAM, champion of children in our judicial system. In the final, Ms 
Holborow was in turn beaten by the candidate from the Northern Territory, Ms Laurie Baymarrwangga, an 
indigenous community leader. 

Not many of us get to be nominated for such an honour. Nola was, and she had some stiff opposition. Well done 
Nola, and all other nominees. 

Dave Thomson.   8/2/2012
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I.B.O.C. Autumn  Camp 2012Tumbarumba Creek Caravan Park 21st to 28th April 2012 
 
Additional Information  
I.B.O.C.’s Autumn 2012 camp will be held at Tumbarumba Creek Caravan Park, Lauder St 
Tumbarumba from 21st to 28th April 2012.  Phone 02 6948 3330. (email 
tumbacreek@blue1000.com.au or visit website www.tumbarumbacreek.com.au ) 
Full details were in the December newsletter. 
When travelling from Tumut & Batlow fork right as you enter Tumbarumba into The Parade, pass 
the Showground, then turn right into Lauder Street. The Caravan Park is at the end, on the right. 
Tumbarumba is a main service centre and has the usual facilities including 3 banks, 2 hotels, a 
Club, 2 cafes and a pharmacy& hospital, as well an IGA supermarket which opens from 8am to 8 
pm daily. 
There is a Visitors Information Centre and a Museum, also several specialty shops. 
The town is on the southern slopes of the Snowy Mountains and we should expect the nights to 
be cold considering we will be 650m above sea level. The days will be variable depending on how 
much sun we get and the amount of wind. 
When you have booked  for camp please advise Betty Hudson, either by entering your name on 
the list at a club meeting, by email secretary@iboc.org.au or by phone (42360307) so that we 
can expect you. 
If you have any questions please contact Betty 

 
 
 

 

THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By Lyndall Dawson 

 
      It's not so much the birds in my backyard, as it is the 
ones on my balcony, or even in my house! For as long as I 
can remember I seem to have had a bird around who was 
intent on bossing me around, making sure I am at their 
beck and call. 
It started with Cocky Boy. My mother was walking home 
from school one day (way back in the 1920s) when she 
heard a plaintiff call from bushes on the side of the road -
"Hello Cocky, Hello Cocky". The galah hopped onto her 
shoulder and from that day Cocky Boy became part of our 
family (they tried to find his previous owners with no 
success). When we went to live with my grandparents in the 
late 1940s he was still there and ruled the roost. He lived in 
his cage at night, but during the day had freedom of the 
house and garden. Over the years he became buddies with one or other of the other family pets, 
either the cat or the dog, and would call them by name. But he never really liked us children (he 
clearly saw us as competition). His favourite game was to hide under a chair or table and fly out to 
nip our ankles as we walked past - or better still, wait till we were all settled on the living room floor 
with the Monopoly game all spread out, then fly screeching 
into the middle of the board, scattering notes and properties 
far and wide. Only the broom scared him, and it would 
eventually be used to shepherd him into his cage so the 
game could continue. His wing was clipped, but occasionally, 
when something frightened him, he would fly up into a tree, 
only to be too scared to fly down. We had to throw tennis 
balls at him and knock him off the branch, then he would 
scurry into the safety of his cage and sulk for a day or so. 
Sadly, when I was away at university, 40 years after he 
arrived in our family, Cocky Boy was killed by a neighbour’s 
dog. 
   Believing very much that a bird should be free, I have never wanted to keep another bird as a pet, 
but it seems the birds can sense a soft touch, and continue to make demands on me. Mostly it has 
been the magpies. When we lived in suburban Sydney a pair of maggies (Mrs Mag and Broken wing) 

mailto:tumbacreek@blue1000.com.au
http://www.tumbarumbacreek.com.au/
mailto:secretary@iboc.org.au
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frequented our balcony for 15 years, each year bringing their latest offspring (triplets one year) to 
squark persistently - it was definitely a case of 'when you're on a good thing, stick to it', since we 
fed them cheese and they thrived. They must have a good 
telegraph system, because when we moved to Austinmer a 
pair of magpies arrived on our deck, acting as if they new us 
well, and waited for their cheese. Eight years later our 'new' 
Mr and Mrs Maggie are still coming, bring a batch of 
youngsters every year. Mrs Maggie gets a bit demanding 
every now and then and comes and waits in front of the 
fridge until I attend to the cheese delivery! We don't leave 
cheese out if the maggies are not there, but we've been 
rather amazed to see who else has got in on the deal - a pair 
of Magpie-larks, the occasional Currawong, a Bowerbird or 
two, and most surprisingly, a Superb Fairy Wren with his wife 
and children. 
     While Cocky Boy and the Maggie's are sort of family members, many other balcony visitors 
provide entertainment and even some drama. Because the sliding doors are usually wide open we 
have had Rainbow Lorikeets, King Parrots and a Crested Pigeon fly inside, panic and cause a great 
commotion, but fortunately, in each case they have been removed without too much damage, to 
them or the house. But twice things have not been so benign. Once, while I sat at my dining table, 
there was rush of wings and a flurry of feathers on the deck just near me. I was able to open the 
door in time to scare off the Peregrine Falcon, who dropped the poor stunned Crested Pigeon that 
he'd hoped to have for dinner and flew off. Although he'd lost all his tail feathers, little Whoop, as I 
christened the pigeon, lay stunned for about 20 minutes, then flew off. That was a happier ending 
than the second attack by the falcon, who managed to take an Indian Mynah from under my nose in 
much the same place. But perhaps that time the falcon was doing us a favour. 
     Apart from the many parrots (Crimson Rosellas, King Parrots, 
Rainbow Lorikeets’, and of course Sulphur Crested Cockatoos), 
the list of birds that have come to sit on the railing of my balcony 
while I type, or pay my bills, has included a pair of White Headed 
Pigeons, Brown Cuckoo Doves, Bower Birds, Kookaburras, and 
once, briefly even a White-faced Heron.  
But not another Galah. I wonder if one day I will be sitting here, 
or walking home and hear a call from the bushes - "Hello Cocky, 
Hello Cocky"? Now that would surely (and happily) round off my 
life with the birds, be they backyard, balcony or kitchen. 

 
Be inspired…………………….. Send in your story of your own backyard garden and the birds PLEASE 

 
 

 
NOTICE BOARD 
 
Members will have seen that we have a new 
notice board, kindly made and donated by 
David Garlick. If you have any interesting 
articles etc. to display please bring them 
along to the monthly meeting. 
 
 

 
ASSETS 
 
The club has a number of items of equipment that 
are available for members to use subject to terms 
and conditions. 
eg.  Spotting scope and tripod 
       Binoculars 
       Night spotting torch 
Please contact any committee member for details of 
equipment. 
 

 

THANKS FROM IBOC 
 

It has been very remiss of me during my Presidency not to acknowledge the very important job carried 
out by two of our long standing members. I refer of course to Norma Almond and Peg McKinlay who 
every month without fail fold, insert in envelopes and post out the newsletter to those members who 

receive theirs  by post. 
 

The sincere thanks of the club go to you both. 
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FAR SOUTH COAST BIRDWATCHERS Inc. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
Saturday March 10, 2012 WONBOYN BUSH AND BEACH 
Meet Dot and Phil (6495 1902) at 9:00 am at Myrtle Cove. Turn left at the Wonboyn Store and proceed down to Myrtle Cove at 
the bottom of the hill where there is plenty of parking. There is a short section of rough road so you might like to have portable 
food and drinks ready to car pool. Otherwise we’ll be near cars and facilities. An interesting day of bush and lake birding. 
Monday March 12, 2012 COMMITTEE MEETING 
If you are interested in joining the committee please be at Manna Park Hostel for a 9:30 start. No commitment — just come and 
see if it’s for you. 
Sunday March 25, 2012 CANDELO/MYRTLE MOUNTAIN 
Meet Roger (6493 2208) along the main street of Candelo beside the park at 8:30 am. From here we will convoy to private 
property up the Myrtle Mountain Rd, where FSCB has been previously. Hilly but not necessary to walk, just enjoy. From here we 
will follow Roger’s plan according to bird activity at the time. Bring all provisions for morning tea and lunch as usual. 
Thursday April 12, 2012 EVENING MEETING 
Meet for a 7:30 pm start in the Uniting Church Hall, Henwood St, Merimbula. David Adams from Bermagui will take us birding in 
New Caledonia which will no doubt be a new experience for most members. 
Saturday April 14, 2012 BERRAMBOOL, MERIMBULA 
Meet Max (6495 2698) at 8:30 am near the skate board ramp at Berrambool Oval. Enter off Berrambool Drive, Merimbula down 
to the oval which is signposted. Walking along Merimbula Creek turns up interesting species right next to town. From here maybe 
a visit to Merimbula Lake where the Bar-tailed Godwits should be colouring into breeding plumage prior to departure. Bring the 
usual supplies. 
Saturday April 14, 2012 BIGnet Meeting in COWRA (reps from all Bird Clubs attend) 

 
Latham’s Snipe habitat 
 
BirdLife Southern Highlands is currently providing the Wingecarribee Shire Council with information about an area 
of Latham’s Snipe habitat on the edge of the East Bowral subdivision. This area has been earmarked for the 
establishment of a Botanic Garden and BirdLife Southern Highlands’ members are eagerly awaiting the outcome of 
a referral to the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities. If the Botanic 
Gardens project goes ahead it is hoped that the design of the wetland section of the proposed development might 
be amended to include habitat suitable for use by this migratory species. 

 
Birding access to Tallawarra wetlands 

As there are no security personnel on duty at the gatehouse on a weekend with only mobile 
coverage for the site, members can no longer just turn up on weekends and Public Holidays to be 
Safety Lands Inducted before being issued with a key to the ash pond areas. During the week safety 
inducted visitors must still report to the Security before going on site and return the key and safety 
tag before leaving. Their office hours are week days between 07:30am to 5.00pm. 
 
The Control Room personnel will have a list of all those that have current Safety Lands Induction 
coverage as it lasts 12 months before requiring to be renewed. Those who are authorized to come 
on site must ring the Control Room on 4231 0810 to let them know who you are and what areas you 
are going to. One of the Control Room personnel will bring a key and an information tag to the gate 
to ensure a safe and enjoyable birding outing. Remember you must carry a mobile phone to contact 
Security (security phone is left at the front and will not be answered on weekends) or the Control 
Room in case of an accident. 
When finished you must report again before you actually leave and return the key and safety tag. 
 
If you have not been Safety Lands Inducted you will need to arrange this by visiting the security 
gatehouse during office hours and on completion your name will be forwarded to the Control Room. 
For group visits on weekend prior arrangements must be made with Warren Smith on 
warren.smith@tru.energy.com , or 4231 0839 or 040 170 1363 and the leader must be Safety 
Lands inducted to ensure the outing is safe and enjoyable. 
If you have any questions please ring Chris Brandis on 4296 2837 or email on 
cbrandis@speedlink.com.au . 
Please ensure you follow the correct protocols so that we can continue to enjoy the site into the 
future with the generosity of TRUenergy. 
 
Chris Brandis 
 
 

mailto:warren.smith@tru.energy.com
mailto:cbrandis@speedlink.com.au
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COLLARED SPARROWHAWK  vs  BROWN GOSHAWK   
AN  IDENTIFICATION  COMPARISON  TABLE 

Characteristic COLLARED SPARROWHAWK BROWN GOSHAWK 
Sex Male Female Male Female 
Length (Avg cm) 29-33 35-38 38-45 45-55 
Body Small, lightly built  
Eyes & Eyebrows Boggle-eyed, wide-eyed, stares Frowns, menacing, glares.   

Heavy brow  (beetle-browed) 
Head & Bill Much more robust bill. 

Has the smaller head. 
Female cere grey / cream 

Bill is quite small. 

Female cere yellow/green 
Legs Long, thin, wiry, spindly More solid, sturdier 
Toes Last segment of middle toe projects beyond 

claws of the other toes. 
Finer toes. 

Tip of middle toe does not  project beyond 
claws of the other toes. 

Tail (beware of 
worn tails) 

Sharp cornered tail. 
Tail slightly forked when folded (bird perched). 
Long, square (Female) or notched (Male). 

Longer, rounded. 

Rapid with bursts of quick wing-beats. Rapid, powerful with bursts of quick deep 
wing-beats. 

Low, direct flight is variously flickering and 
jerky (hedge hunting). 

Can go under low canopy at high speed. 
Very manoeuvable 

Flight Action 

Undulating (like cuckoo-shrike).  
Wings - Soaring: 
           - Gliding: 
           - In flight: 

- Horizontal or upswept. 
- Slightly bowed or drooped wings. 
- From front:  Looks longer winged. 
- From under/silhouette:  Curved trailing edge 

to wing. 

- Horizontal or upswept (soars in spirals).  Tail 
fanned. 

- From front:  slightly bowed, with tips bent up. 
- From under/silhouette:  Adult has straight 

trailing edge to wing. 
Landing Rapid tail-wagging on landing. Wags tail sideways on landing. 

Prey usually small passerines - usually in 
flight. 

Less frequently takes pursued small birds in 
flight. 

Regularly patrols territory - in fast, low flight. May hunt in pairs, one flushing, one hunting. 
Prey taken after turning & twisting pursuit. Often hunts from perch, waiting half 

concealed. 

Food / Hunting 

Always waits in foliage, launches attacks at 
small birds passing by. 

Skulks, unobserved in cover.  Takes more of 
its prey from ground than sparrowhawk. 

Behaviour Trusting, approachable Solitary, secretive 
Habitat Woodlands, riverine vegetation, inland scrub, 

gorges, temperate rainforest 
Wooded habitats and riverside, open forest, 
farmland.  Often only glimpsed when flushed 

Nest Small stick nest, usually high but sometimes 
lower (10 metres) 

Large stick nest high in tall tree.  Sometimes 
quite low (6 metres) 

Voice (near nest) Ki-ki-ki-ki  (shrill chattering). 
Kwiek-kwiek-kwiek (slower). 
Higher pitched, weaker, more rapid. 

Keek-keek-keek (pitch rise). 
Kik-kik-ki-kikik (descending). 
ee-you-wick,ee-you-wick (drawn out). 

Recipients of this Guide are requested to support the Royal Flying Doctor Service, PO Box 744, Mount Isa, Qld, 4825.

Based on a table originally prepared by Bob Forsyth (PO Box 933, Mount Isa, 
Qld, 4825) and modified by Irene Denton, Newsletter Editor, NSW Bird Atlassers . 

 
 

15 February 2004
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Birds Australia (BA) and   
         Bird Observation and Conservation Australia (BOCA) disappear 
                      and in their place arises   BirdLife  Australia. 
 
                                                            www.birdlife.org.au 
 
 

The best-known bird organisations in Australia have been the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union (the RAOU, 
better known these days as Birds Australia (BA)) and Bird Observation and Conservation Australia (the BOCA). Both 
have a long history, the RAOU having been formed in 1901 while BOCA (then known as the Bird Observers’ Club) was 
formed in 1905. Both clubs have experienced some “adjustments” to their names. The RAOU in recent years adopted, as 
a more acceptable public face, the title Birds Australia (though its commercial name appears to remain RAOU). The 
BOCA started out as the Bird Observers’ Club (the BOC), later became Bird Observers Club of Australia (the BOCA) 
and more recently became Bird Observation and Conservation Australia (still the BOCA). 

The RAOU has been the more technical of the two while the BOCA has, as its name would suggest, been more of a bird-
watchers’ club. Both have put effort into conservation. In the last few years they’ve felt that their interests were 
sufficiently similar for the two organisations to merge, pooling their resources and their other strengths. Member surveys 
were undertaken and the result was strong support for an amalgamation. 

 
So, on 1st of January this year, the new organisation  BirdLife Australia  came into existence, being a merger of BA and the 
BOCA. The new organisation operates out of what were the BA premises in Carlton, Victoria. The premises at 
Nunawading, Victoria, which had been the headquarters of the BOCA, are being vacated. The popular magazines of the two 
organisations, “Wingspan” of BA and “The Bird Observer” of BOCA, have disappeared and will be replaced by a new 
magazine titled something like “BirdLife Australia”, its first issue being due out in March 2012. 

 
p.s. They’re looking for an acronym to facilitate references to BirdLife Australia (like BA, BOCA, IBOC etc.). 

BLOZ has been suggested but it seems not that popular. 
 
                                                                      Dave Thomson.  Member.  9/2/2012. 

 
 
NSW ORAC Review List May 2011 
 
The following list of species is those considered rare for NSW. The committee of NSW ORAC welcomes anyone sighting these 
species to take careful notes and photographs where possible. Substantiation by another observer whenever possible is 
strongly recommended. Details of the sighting 
should be sent to the Secretary NSW Rarities Committee by way of an Unusual Record Report available from the Secretary 
1/67 Cremorne Road, Cremorne NSW 2090 or email Roger McGovern at  roglou@bigpond.net.au   Ph. 02 9953 3484 
 
This list does not include any of those species on the Birds Australia Rarities Committee List of Species. 
 
Ostrich  (Struthio camelus) except for known population in the Barham region 
Cape Barren Goose    (Cereopsis novaehollandiae) 
Radjah Shelduck     (Tadona radjah) 
Cotton Pygmy-goose    (Nettapus coromandelianus) 
Green Pygmy-goose    (Nettapus pulchellus) 
Garganey     (Anas querquedula) 
Northern Shoveler    (Anus clypeata) 
Flock Bronzewing     (Phaps histrionica) except Upper&Lower far Western NSW. 
Squatter Pigeon     (Geophaps scripta) 
Pied Imperial-Pigeon    (Dulcula bicolor) 
Australian Swiftlet    (Aerodramus terraereginae) 
White-bellied Storm-Petrel    (Fregetta grallaria) 
Grey-backed Storm-Petrel    (Garrodia nereis) 
Sooty Albatross     (Phoebetria fusca) 
Light-mantled Sooty Albatross   (Phoebetria palpebrata) 
Southern Fulmar     (Fulmarus glacialoides) 
Blue Petrel     (Halobaena caerulea) 
Salvin’s Prion     (Pachyptila salvini) 
Grey Petrel     (Procellaria cinerea) 
Kerguelen Petrel     ( Lugensa brevirostris) 
Soft –plumaged Petrel    (Pterodroma mollis) 
Mottled Petrel     (Pterodroma inexpectata) 
Cook’s Petrel                   (Pterodroma cookie) 
Little Shearwater                   (Puffinus assimilis) except Lord Howe Is. 
Fiordland Penguin    (Eudyptes pachyrhynchus) 
Macaroni Penguin    (Eudyptes chrysolophus) 
Great Frigatebird     (Fregata minor) 
Red-footed Booby    (Sula sula) 
Black-faced Cormorant    (Phalacrocorax fuscescens) except for far Sth Coast 
Pied Heron     (Egretta picata) 
Red Goshawk     (Erythrotriorchis radiatus) 

mailto:roglou@bigpond.net.au
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Oriental Plover     (Charadrius veredus) 
Little Curlew                   (Numenius minutes) 
Common Redshank    (Tringa totanus) 
Asian Dowitcher     (Limnodromus semipalmatus) 
Long-toed Stint     (Calidris subminuta) 
Red-necked Phalarope    (Phalaropus lobatus) 
Red-backed Button-quail    (Turnix maculosus) 
Black-breasted Button-quail   (Turnix melanogaster) 
Oriental Pratincole    (Glareola maldivarum) 
Bridled Tern     (Onychoprion anaethetus) 
Fairy Tern     (Sternula nereis) except south of Sydney. 
Roseate Tern     (Sterna dougallii) 
Black-naped Tern     (Sterna sumatrana) 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet    (Glossopsitta porphyrocephala) 
Double-eyed Fig-Parrot    (Cyclopsitta diophthalma) 
Bourke’s Parrot     (Neopsephotus bourkii) 
Elegant Parrot     (Neophema elegans) 
Scarlet-chested Parrot    (Neophema splendida) 
Banded Whiteface    (Aphelocephala nigricincta) 
Thick-billed Grasswren    (Amytornis textilis) except for known population near Packsaddle 
Purple-gaped Honeyeater    (Lichenostromus cratitius) 
Black-eared Miner    (Manorina melanotis) 
Dusky Honeyeater    (Myzomela obscura) 
Banded Honeyeater    (Cissomela pectoralis) 
Red-lored Whistler    (Pachycephala rufogularis) except  Yathong, Nombinne and Round Hill . 
Shining Flycatcher    (Myiagra alecto) 
Pink Robin     (Petroica rodinogaster) except far Sth Coast, Southern Tablelands  
Barn Swallow     (Hirundo rustica) 
Song Thrush     (Turdus philomelos) except Lord Howe Is. 
Metallic Starling     (Aplornis metallica) 
Olive-backed Sunbird    (Nectarinia jugularis) 
Black-throated Finch    (Poephila cincta) 
Painted Finch     (Emblema pictum) 
Green-headed Yellow Wagtail   (Motcilla taivana) 
  
   Roger McGovern Secretary NSW ORAC. 

 
 
 

 
BirdLife  Australia. 

Introduction to Bird Portraiture 
Australian Birds of Prey 

 
10th -11th March 

 
If you are a bird lover wanting to draw and 
paint, or an artist wishing to engage with 

birds, this is the workshop for you. Through 
a simple, step-by-step approach, you will 
learn the fundamental skills you need to 

draw and paint birds alongside 
professional artist,  

Peter Wale. 
 

9:00am - 3:00pm both days.  
 

Price: $99/$119 members/ non-members. 
 

Bookings essential: 02 9647 1033 or 
southernnsw@birdlife.org.au 

 
 

 
BirdLife  Australia. 

Bird Photography 101 
 

9 – 4pm Sunday 29th April 
 

BirdLife Australia Discovery Centre, Newington Armory,  
1 Jamieson St, Sydney Olympic Park.  

 
Presented by Dr Anna Pillich 

Anna teaches photography and has won awards for her 
nature photos. Join our basic digital photography course 

to find out what gear you need and how to use it to 
capture brilliant bird moments. The day will begin with a 
presentation about cameras, equipment and basic digital 
information, and some of Anna’s beautiful bird shots, then 
you will get to do some outdoor photography, followed by 

a discussion and review of your work. Bring your own 
camera equipment and manual.  Participants will be 

provided with a disc of learning material. 
Morning and afternoon tea will be provided but please 

bring your own lunch. 
Numbers are limited for this course so book early by 

returning a registration form to our Sydney office. 
To request a registration form, email: 

southernnsw@birdlife.org.au  
call Pixie on 02 9647 1033. 

Cost is $59 for members and $69 for non-members 
 

 
 
 

mailto:southernnsw@birdlife.org.au
mailto:southernnsw@birdlife.org.au
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Just sheltering 
from the rain, 
fed up with 

getting 
soaking wet 

A couple of Pics from Terry Edwell in her backyard 
The Turkey is not dead just sunning itself with the Topknot 

Pigeon looking on. 

These birds remained under the eaves for 
nearly half an hour. Like us, they've probably 
had a gutful of La Nina-dominated summer. 

Mike Morphett 

Topknot Pigeons up Close 
Twenty plus years ago I grew about thirty Bangalow Palms in a 
rainforest area I was developing. They grew slowly under the 
shade of trees I had already grown & only started fruiting about 
4 years ago. Nothing come to eat the fruit & now mature palms 
are constantly dropping fronds up to 6 metres long. We have had 
to rent a 2nd extra green bin to dispose of them & with the years 
starting to overtake me, I had begun to question my wisdom on 
growing so many high maintenance palms. 
Much to my surprise & pleasure 4 Topknot Pigeons 
Have arrived this summer to feed on the fruit, I have been able 
to observe them feeding up close, The fruits are swallowed whole. 
Once satisfied they retreat to a large Yellowwood tree to digest 
their meal. Sometime later they excrete the hard wooden palm 
marbles minus their less than 1mm thick red skin, almost at the 
same rate at which they consumed them. Not a lot of food is 
digested from each berry, hence, I guess the need to consume so 
many. 
I have now begun to take a more vigorous & cheerful approach to 
disposing of the old fronds & am optimistically looking forward to 
the time when the Pigeons come in such numbers that I will have 
to declare my little rainforest a hard hat area to protect you 
from the falling marbles. 

Wal Emery 

 
I’m Wally the Whip Bird- that is who I are, 
You won’t often see me, I’m not a Galah, 
I don’t have the plumage, of a Crimson Rosella, 
In fact you could say, I’m a plain looking fella. 
 
Though I’m black- I’m no Crow, I think “farking” is rude 
I’d never touch road kill, I like insects for food, 
I’m not a great singer, there’s better you’ve heard, 
But I can ‘crack’ on to- a good lookin bird 
 
I’m not a romantic and “coo-coo” like a dove, 
But when I ‘crack’ my whip, then I’m ready for love. 
To find lady Whip Birds, isn’t hard ‘yakka’, 
When they hear my call, they say ‘Oh! What a cracker’. 
 
At the end of my ‘crack’ – you will hear a ‘choo-choo’. 
It’s a lady’s answer- And it means “Yes Ido’. 
As a bird I’m quite shy, and I am seldom seen, 
But my ‘crack’ tells the girls, that I am ready and keen. 
 
You Know as a lover, I’ve never been slack, 
If you walk through the bush, and hear a whip crack, 
It’s not whips that you hear, midst the Gums and the Ash, 
It’s Wally the Whip Bird and his friend – Madam Lash 
 

Bigruss feb 2012 
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Little Tern Windang - Terry Edwell 

There has not been many seen at Windang this summer 
 

Satin Bowerbird in transition 
Margaret Hannah  

Pam Hazelwood came across 
this Tawny Frogmouth who 
has a slightly deformed or 

injured beak 

Members Sightings January - February 
Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Betty Hudson 

 
SPECIES No. DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Fork-tailed Swift 5 11.02.12 Killalea State Park Parkland Nr 
Entrance Terry Edwell 

Royal Spoonbill 1 18.02.12 Killalea State Park River Estuary IBOC 

Peregrine Falcon 1 18.02.12 Killalea State Park Overhead IBOC 

Buff-banded Rail 2A+Chicks 01-Feb-12 Curramore Garden Daphne & Nick Oudtshoorn 

Australian Spotted Crake 2 9.01.12 Jamberoo Wyalla Rd Garden Rob McKinnon 

Grey-tailed Tattler 1 30.12.11 Woonona  Rock Platform Jann  Gowan 

Little Tern 15 12.02.12 Lake Illawarra South Lake Illawarra 
Entrance Terry Edwell 

Major Mitchell's Cockatoo 1 23.01.12 Albion Park  Garden Rose Puckeridge 

Channel-billed Cuckoo 1 24.01.12 Jamberoo Overhead Betty Hudson 

Sacred Kingfisher 1 5.02.12 Jamberoo Powerlines Betty Hudson 

Dollarbird 1 13.01.12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 

Dollarbird 1 12.02.12 Albion Park Rail Macquarie Rivulet Riverine Casuarinas Paul Nesbit 

Dollarbird 1A+2 Juv 9.02.12 Killalea State Park Minnamurra Spit Riverine Casuarinas Betty Hudson 

Dollarbird 4 18.02.12 Killalea State Park Riverine Casuarinas IBOC 

Australian Logrunner 2 6.01.12 Slacky Flat Bulli Parkland nr entrance Tom & Joan Wylie 

Eastern Whipbird 1 2.02.12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 

Eastern Whipbird 1 16.01.12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 

Crested Shrike-tit 1 18.02.12 Killalea State Park Picnic Area IBOC 

Australasian Figbird 1 8.02.12 Windang Power Lines IBOC 

Leaden Flycatcher 1 18.02.12 Killalea State Park Rain Forest IBOC 

Black-faced Monarch 2 18.02.12 Killalea State Park Rain Forest  IBOC 

European Goldfinch 2 18.02.12 Killalea State Park Lantana IBOC 
Notes  
Major Mitchell's Cockatoo is almost certainly an escapee from an aviary. 
Buff-banded Rail and Australian Spotted Crake are common but rarely seen birds, more likely to be seen beside reed beds in swampy areas. 
Fork-tailed Swifts are rare visitors to the Illawarra sometimes arriving in large numbers in front of storms. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL – Due 1 Jan 2012 
Please print this form, complete and post together with your cheque or Money Order to: 

I.B.O.C. PO Box 56 FAIRY MEADOW NSW 2519 
 

Title Family Name Other Name 
 
 

  

Telephone Number E-mail address 
H M  

 � I would like to save IBOC postage costs and the trees for the birds by having my Newsletter delivered by e-mail 
  Enclosed is a cheque or Money Order for 
 �$35                   �$30                      �$10              � Other amount             $....................  
 Family                  Single                  Junior under 18yrs                                                                 TOTAL 

 
Copyright 2011 All rights reserved. 

While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in it 
and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  



Blue-billed Duck

Description: 

Similar species: 

Distribution: 

Habitat:

Seasonal movements: 

Scientific Name: Oxyura australis
Featured bird groups: Water birds
Atlas Number: 216

The Blue-billed Duck is a compact diving duck 
with males having a large scooped bright, light 
blue bill. Males have a rich deep chestnut 
plumage overall except the dark head and upper 
neck and an orange-brown to white area at the 
centre of the belly. The tail is dark with stiff 

pointed feather tips and is usually held flat on the 
surface of the water except when in display. The 
female has a brown bill with darker plumage than 
the male and each feather is barred with narrow 
bands of light brown. The upper tail is black and 
the chin and throat are speckled black. It is also 
known as Blue Bill, Stiff Tail, Spinetail and Little 
Musk Duck.

The female Musk Duck, Biziura lobata, is similar 
to the female Blue-billed Duck though much 
darker. The Blue-billed Duck floats higher than 
the Musk Duck.

The Blue-billed Duck is endemic to Australia, 
being found in the temperate wetlands of the 
south-east and south-west parts of the continent.

 
The Blue-billed Duck is almost wholly aquatic, 
and is seldom seen on land. Non-breeding flocks, 
often with several hundred individuals, 
congregate on large, deep open freshwater dams 
and lakes in autumn. The daylight hours are 
spent alone in small concealed bays within 
vegetation or communally in large exposed rafts 
far from the shore.

The Blue-billed Duck is seasonally nomadic. 
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Club’s Aim: 
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with a common interest 
who wish to further their 

knowledge and 
enjoyment of the bird life 

around them.

                              photo by Charles Dove                                                                    Gatton QLD      

Young birds disperse each year from their natal 
(birth) swamps on inland New South Wales to non-
breeding areas on the Murray River system and 
coastal lakes of Victoria and South Australia where 
they moult. Experienced breeders tend to be 
sedentary.

The Blue-billed Duck feeds on the surface of the 
water or by diving. It takes aquatic insects including 
chironomid fly larvae, caddis flies, dragonflies, flies 
and water beetle larvae. They may also eat the 
seeds, buds, stems, leaves and fruit of a wide 
variety of plants. Feeding occurs in permanent 
areas of clear fresh water. Late afternoon and early 
morning are common feeding times.

 
Blue-billed Ducks breed in secluded, densely 
vegetated situations with the nest constructed in 
cumbungi (bullrushes, Typha sp.) beds or other 
vegetation generally over water. Nests are usually 
constructed from dead Typha leaves, and are 
sometimes thinly lined with down. Blue-billed Ducks 
are polygamous, and pair-bonds are short-term i.e. 
for the duration of copulation and laying of the eggs.

Feeding: 

Breeding:

information courtesy of   http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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Club Meeting:   EASTER MONDAY  9th April 2012 
 

No meeting due to Easter Holidays 
 

Midweek Walk:                             Wednesday 11th April 2012 
Kembla Grange                                                                                          Leader Ted Simpson. 
 
Meet at 9am at 328 Reddalls Rd, Kembla Grange. This is the private property of John and Jenny Ellis 
and leads to the escarpment. The property is at the end of the road, drive through the gates and we 
will park in a given spot. Be prepared for some slight inclines. Bring morning tea. 
 
Contact Ted on Mob. 0425 121 221                                                                                                        

 
Monthly Outing:                             Saturday 14th April 2012                          
Barren Grounds Nature Reserve                                                         Leader Betty Hudson 
 
The April monthly walk will be at Barren Grounds Nature Reserve Jamberoo. 
Meet in the car park adjacent to the picnic area at 8.30am. Bring a carry morning tea and lunch to 
eat in the picnic area. The exact track we walk will depend on the weather and rainfall between now 
and then.  
Travel via Jamberoo Mountain road and turn left immediately at the top of the pass into the 
Reserve. Alternately you can travel from Albion Park up Macquarie Pass, turn left just before 
Robertson Pie Shop into Jamberoo Road. Continue on until you come to the steep descent sign and 
the Reserve is on the right. The entrance is well marked. 
 
The Leader will be Betty Hudson ph 4236 0307 or mobile 0432 892 945

 
Committee Meeting -        Monday 16th April 2012  
 
The next Committee Meeting will be held on Monday 16th April 2012, at Ken & Sue Brown’s home, 
12 Meads Avenue, Corrimal at 7.30pm. Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome 
to attend the meeting. All welcome. 

 
Autumn Camp  Tumbarumba      21st -  28th April 2012 

 
Newsletter –  
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 27th April. Email contributions to Charles Dove 
newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 Purry Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

 Are you interested in participating in a half day Pelagic trip in July 2012?  Read On 
The club is making preliminary enquiries as to the level of interest in a half day Pelagic Trip between 8th and 21st July 2012. 
This is a good time of the year to sight albatrosses. The cost is likely to be around $45-$50 if we have 20 participants, 
increasing to around $50-$60 for 15 participants. 
At this stage no approach has been made to SOSSA who run the trips, so prices are estimates based on last year. Note the 
cost is for the charter of the boat and has to be shared between participants to a maximum of 20 people. 
The trip leaves Wollongong Harbour wharf at 7.30am prompt and returns at 11.30am. Participants need to be at the wharf at 
7.00am for the safety talk and boarding. The trip can be cancelled if the seas are too rough. 
If you would be interested in participating please contact Betty Hudson by phone or email. Please indicate if there are dates in 
the suggested period when you are not available. Places will be allocated in the order of contacting Betty. Once a booking has 
been made with SOSSA your place on the trip will be confirmed when you pay your money. There will be no refunds unless 
the trip is cancelled. 
At the beginning of May a decision will be made if there is sufficient interest to proceed. SOSSA will be contacted, a date will 
then be chosen, the cost verified and a booking made. Those interested in going will be notified and the date for the payment 
of the money advised. All money has to be paid at least 2 weeks before the date of the trip. 
Further details will be in the June Newsletter. 
Contact details for Betty Ph. 4236 0307 email  elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com 

 
 

            IBOC has pleasure in welcoming all New members  

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
mailto:elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com
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CLUB MEETING MONDAY                      12th MARCH 2012               Alan Cousins 
 
Our evening commenced with a presentation 
by Gleniss Wellings which was relevant to us 
all 'SANDFLIES'(Biting midges). The following 
is a precise of a very interesting subject. 
Biting midges are Class Insecta and have no 
exoskeleton or backbone, three body 
divisions, three pairs of legs, one pair of 
antennae and possess wings. These are the 
adult characteristics and are not always 
obvious. Within the Class Insecta there are 
many different broad types of insects which 
are grouped together in Orders. Sandflies 
belong to the Order called Diptera which are 
insects with only one pair of wings and are 
commonly called flies and form one of the 
largest insect orders which include 
mosquitoes, house flies, blow flies and march 
flies. What we call a sandfly is not really a 
sandfly but a biting midge. The female lays up 
to 40 eggs in wet moist situations and only 

the females take blood which is used for egg 
development. These flies are worldwide except 
for New Zealand and Antarctica. Biting midges 
are well known to humans, their bite can 
cause gross annoyance and allergic response 
and the most important feature in treatment is 
to avoid scratching and local corticosteroids’ or 
oral antihistamines can be helpful. 
Preventative action can include personal and 
outdoor repellants and cover up. lf you live in 
a biting midge area understand when and 
where midges bite, keep out of dense 
shrubbery, keep lawns well mown and 
establish an airflow around the house. 
Contrary to 'Old Wives tales' biting Midges do 
not pee, lay eggs onto or burrow into the skin. 
The presentation generated many questions 
which Gleniss ably answered after we had all 
had a 'scratch'. 

 

Then followed another excellent presentation 
by 'Mr. Puffin' himself (Brian Hales) who 
showed us some magnificent photographs of 
birds in the UK. Brian started by saying that 
Australia is fortunate to have 750+ species of 
bird. Of the UK 250+ species. Brians 
presentation included photographs of some of 
these, too many to list here, but included 

Robin, Chaffinch, Golden Eagle, four types of 
Swan, a Woodpecker, Goldcrest - the smallest 
bird in the UK, Song and Mistle Thrush, the 
odd named Ring Ousel, Black Grouse which is 
indigenous to the UK, numerous water birds 
including the Eider Duck, Goosander and 
Mergans. 
 

 
We were very fortunate to have two totally different and interesting presentations in one evening. 

Thank you Gleniss and Brian

 
Mid-week Walk –     Wednesday 14th March, 2012          Jann Gowans 
Bass Point 
Our group of 19 gathered at Basset Park on a 
beautiful sunny morning. We dispersed as 
some went to check out nearby wetlands and 
others wandered towards the beach for a 
quick look.  We followed a group towards the 
wetlands and alternated between running the 
gauntlet of traffic on the surprisingly busy 
road and wading in the dewy grass by the side 
of the road to see what was about.  A Black-
shouldered Kite sat in a distant tree and many 
Coots were on the water with a single Black 
Swan (later joined by another).  We spent 
some time trying to ID numerous small pale-
yellow-looking birds popping out of the grass 
and ducking back under.  Eventually everyone 
had a good look at what were Golden-headed 
Cisticolas.  Two Black-fronted Dotterels were 

spotted, one on each side of the road, walking 
along the sand edging the water.  A Swamp 
Harrier was also spotted flying low through the 
trees in the background and I learned the best 
way to ID one---the white rump (my raptor 
skills always in need of improving!). 
We then moved along to Bass Point to wander 
through a bit of the bush and along the rocky 
shore.  A young nankeen kestrel was spotted 
perched in a small tree. He dove down to the 
rocks and we watched him nearby curiously 
moving about with one wing extended and 
then the other as we presumed he caught 
something.  He took off and those who 
investigated what he had been eating reported 
a skink cowering in a split in the rock.  Safe 
for another day!!!! 



Issue No 357                                                              Illawarra Bird Observers Club Inc Newsletter                                                           April 2012 

Page 4 

We saw a pair of Sooty Oystercatchers and Crested Terns among the numerous gulls (silver bee-
eaters??!) out and about.  Silvereyes and New Holland Honeyeaters twittered in the adjoining bush 
with further glimpses of the young Nankeen Kestrel. 
We enjoyed our morning tea with the company of 
numerous Superb Fairy-wrens and a young inquisitive 
Magpie.  Further wanderings nearby added several species 
including Bulbuls; a Gannet flying by quite close in was 
fantastic to see.   
Sadly, talk of previously spotted Powerful Owls, Rose-
crowned Fruit-doves and Noisy Pitas did not manage to 
conjure any of them up.  Our morning was capped off by 
the sight of a White-reasted Sea-Eagle being pursued by 
two Ravens as we drove out.  Thanks to Ted and the 
wonderful company of the group for a very enjoyable 
morning.  As someone mentioned, we had a sizeable list 
(as follows) for a few hours of birding. Nankeen Kestrel at Bass Point by Terry Edwell 
 
Bird List for Bass Point Walk                 Wednesday 14th March 2012  
Bassett Park, adjacent beach & wetland 
Black Swan Little Egret Silver Gull Australian Magpie 
Chestnut Teal Black-shouldered Kite Rainbow Lorikeet Magpie-Lark 
Pacific Black Duck Swamp Harrier Yellow Thornbill Golden-headed Cisticola 
Great Cormorant Dusky Moorhen Little Wattlebird Welcome Swallow 
Pelican Eurasian Coot New Holland Honeyeater Common Starling 
Cattle Egret Black-fronted Dotterel Willie Wagtail House Sparrow 

24 species sighted 
 
Bass Point 
Australasian Gannet Satin Bowerbird Red Wattlebird Australian Raven 
Little Pied Cormorant Superb Fairy-wren New Holland Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 
Little Black Cormorant White-browed Scrubwren Eastern Whipbird Red-whiskered Bulbul 
Nankeen Kestrel Brown Thornbill Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Silvereye 
Sooty Oystercatcher Spotted Pardalote Golden Whistler e-race Welcome Swallow 
Crested Tern Lewin’s Honeyeater Grey Shrike-thrush European Goldfinch 
Kelp Gull Little Wattlebird Grey Fantail  

27 species sighted 
 

 
Monthly Outing - Bellawongarah and Fitzroy Falls -                                                                    
Saturday 18th March                                                                                                             Andrew Wood 
 
In yet another case of go bird watching and visit somewhere you otherwise probably wouldn’t have, 
a dozen or so IBOCers gathered at a track near the hamlet of Bellawongarah, just off the road 
between Berry and Kangaroo Valley. The day was promising rain, but was mild and overcast at 
about 8:30 am when we arrived. 
We followed a very nice trail that gave majestic views of the ranges to the west. There was not a 
great deal of bird activity and unfortunately the Australian Logrunner which is known in the area did 
not reveal itself. Some of the other usual suspects were present; however, including the Lewin’s 
Honeyeater and the highlight of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos making a lot of noise and flying 
overhead. 
Back at our starting point for morning tea and a rare burst of sunshine, we were entertained by a 
local RFS member coming to the nearby station to check the fire-truck and turn over the engine. We 
then wandered to the nearby historic cemetery for some more birding. 
Leaving Bellawongarah, we drove on to Fitzroy Falls. This was a case of going to a very well known 
spot you’ve probably been to before but seeing it in a whole new light – for the birds. We wandered 
down some nearby trails near the car park then had lunch in the picnic area, where we were 
entertained by a Rufous Fantail putting on a great show and lots of scrub-birds in a nearby copse of 
trees. Just to show us how adaptable birds can be, a couple of Lewin’s Honeyeaters were acting 
somewhat like gulls at a beach and landing right on the picnic tables. 
The birds of the area had adapted so much to the tourist population, in fact, we saw far fewer birds 
on the 1.2 km walk after lunch to the Warrawong Lookout than we had at the picnic shelter. I think 
we managed to add an Eastern Spinebill to the day’s list. 
A bonus of being there was that after all the recent rain the falls themselves were magnificent. Not 
only the main falls were going strong – several other cascades were flowing on the surrounding cliff 
faces. 
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As we were finishing off for the day some rain was beginning to fall so we had been fortunate to get 
a good day before it set in again. Hopefully we all had a safe trip home. 
             
Bird List for Bellawongarah & Fitzroy Falls Walks Sunday 18.03.12          13 attended 
Bellawongarah   Black Ash Reserve  8.30-9.30am 23 species sighted 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove Yellow-throated Scrubwren Eastern Whipbird Grey Fantail 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo White-browed Scrubwren Golden Whistler  e-race Willie Wagtail 
Crimson Rosella Brown Gerygone Grey Shrike-thrush Australian Raven 
Laughing Kookaburra Brown Thornbill Grey Butcherbird Eastern Yellow Robin 
Superb Lyrebird Lewin’s Honeyeater Australian Magpie Red-browed Finch 
White-throated Treecreeper Eastern Spinebill Rufous Fantail  

 
Fitzroy Falls  Picnic Area & Eastern Rim Track  11.30am -2.30pm 26 Species sighted 

Pacific Black Duck Brown Thornbill Eastern Whipbird Rose Robin 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Spotted Pardalote Varied Sittella Eastern Yellow Robin 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Eastern Spinebill Golden Whistler  e-race Silvereye 
White-throated Treecreeper Lewin’s Honeyeater Rufous Whistler Welcome Swallow 
Yellow-throated Scrubwren Little Wattlebird Rufous Fantail Red-browed Finch 
White-browed Scrubwren Red Wattlebird Grey Fantail  
Brown Gerygone New Holland Honeyeater Black-faced Monarch  

 
 

 

THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By Joan Zealey 

 
BIRDS OF LANGSON AVENUE 
After 26 years we are leaving Langson Avenue, so I pause to remember the highlights of birding in 
my own garden. 
Silvereyes and Yellow Thornbills prospected regularly among the 
bushes along the fence. Superb Blue Wrens courted on the kitchen 
windowsill, nested somewhere in my Hawaiian patch, sang on the 
powerline, and the handsome blue male attacked his reflection in the 
car mirror.  
 No one has been able to identify the bush outside my kitchen, but in 
spring its dark red bell flowers were immediately claimed by Little 
Wattlebirds. While they fended off New Holland Honeyeaters, Spinebills 
sneaked in for a sip of nectar, while the Lewin’s, too big for the 
Wattlebirds to intimidate, shouldered its way through the leaves. 
Bulbuls sang joyously from the plum tree and nested in the hydrangeas, exacting a payment in 
plums – mostly those too high for us to pick – for their work of catching caterpillars and other 
insects. 
One day Bill and I stood on the balcony to watch two Sea Eagles courting in wide circles in the skies 
above Figtree.  On another occasion, while hanging out the wash, I had two Peregrines skim just 
above the Hill’s hoist and over the fenceline.  Late one 
afternoon we traced floating feathers back to a young 
Peregrine, calmly plucking his honeyeater dinner on next door’s 
aerial.   
 Two years ago Grey Butcherbirds nested high in a melaleuca 
at the back.  We didn’t discover the nest until the young were 
nearly fledged, but other eyes had been watching.  We found a 
pile of grey and white feathers on the grass.  Then Bill opened 
the back door and disturbed a Brown Goshawk, just outside, 
which flew off with another luckless Butcherbird in its talons. 
In early days a White-faced Heron used to prospect for 
grasshoppers and skinks on the back lawn.  One day my 
neighbour called me.  The heron had perched on the fence, 
slipped, and was caught upside down with its leg trapped 
between the palings.  While I pried the fence apart, my 
neighbour threw the bird up into the air and it flew off into a 
nearby yard.  It didn’t return for years. 
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Every year Sulphur Crested Cockatoos descended on the garden once the wattle seed had set, 
occasionally bringing a Corella with them.  They left a discarded pile of pods, seeds all removed, on 
the ground.  One year they attacked the apple tree, carried the fruit on to the neighbour’s gable, 
and let most of it bounce down her tin roof.  In late years other parrots discovered the apple tree, 
and Crimson Rosellas, King Parrots and Rainbow Lorikeets all descended for the feast.  Until the pine 
trees three doors up were felled, a family of five Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos would come around 
regularly to inspect the cones and munch on the ripe ones. 
Cuckoos seem to have increased in the area.  Channelbills overfly with their raucous cries, Koels 
move through the tall trees at the back, occasionally a Fantailed Cuckoo calls – birds I never saw in 
the early years. 
For the last few years we have had a pool with an inflatable rim in the back yard in summer.  One 
evening I was greeted by a great rush of water and the indignant calls from the blue gum of a 
Boobook Owl, which had perched on the pool rim, only to have it sag beneath its weight.  Other 
night visitors have included a Tawny Frogmouth, perched quietly on the Hill’s hoist, and bats from 
the Flying Fox colony which have taken up residence near the F6 exit.  
 Altogether the garden has attracted a good selection of Wollongong suburban birds as well as 
lizards, bats and insects all apparently undeterred by our succession of cats and dogs. 

Joan Zealey 
 

Be inspired…………………….. Send in your story of your own backyard garden and the birds PLEASE 

 
 
 

 
 

 
ALLAN SEFTON MEMORIAL LECTURE _ PLEASE NOTE CHANGE TO DAY, 

TIME AND LOCATION FROM PREVIOUS YEARS - RSVP 16 Aprir 2012 
You are invited to the Allan Sefton Memorial Lecture to be held Friday 27 April 2012 at the 
University of Wollongong, Building 35.G45 commencing at 5.30pm. The Allan Sefton Memorial 
Lecture will now be held in conjunction with the School of Earth & Environmental Sciences Prize 
Night (which will commence at 6.30pm with light refreshments in Building 41 first floor foyer.) 
Could you please advise if you will be attending. 
 
RSVP by 16 April 2012 by email sees administration@uow.edu.au or 
wendyw@uow.edu.au   or phone 02 4221 3721. 
The following 
 
 

ALLAN SEFTON MEMORIAL LECTURE 
FRIDAY 27 APRIL 2012    5.3OPM BUILDING 35.G45 

 
The rewards of being persistent: A NSW public servant reflects on 42 years of fauna conservation 
Dr Dan Lunney (Office of Environment and Heritage NSW) 
 
Dan Lunney is a Senior Principal Research Scientist in the Office of Environment and Heritage, 
New South Wales. He started his working life in the Department in 1970, when it was the NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service. For his first three years he was an Education Officer, but was 
drawn into research as the questions kept mounting as to how we might conserve the State's 
wildlife and natural areas. Dan's areas of particular interest include the conservation of forest 
fauna, and koalas in particular, long-term research, ecological history, and the human dimensions 
of wildlife management. He received a Doctor of Science (honoris causa) in 2006 from both 
Murdoch University, in Perth, and the University of Sydney. He is also a council member of the 
Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales, where he has been an honorary editor of Australian 
Zoologist and the Society's fora for the last 25 years. While he has regularly published his own 
research, he is very keen to see the work of others published so that everyone's efforts can 
contribute to understanding and conserving our native animals. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:sees%20administration@uow.edu.au
mailto:wendyw@uow.edu.au
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Australian BirdLife Vol. 1 No. 1 March 2012 
 
Club members will be familiar with the iconic birding magazine 
Wingspan, back copies of which are in our library and available for 
loan at meetings.  In March 2012 a new magazine called Australian 
BirdLife was launched replacing Wingspan.   
The new magazine is published by BirdLife Australia the new 
national birding organisation bought about by the merger of Birds 
Australia and Bird Observation & Conservation Australia (BOCA).  
There is a new website www.birdlife.org.au 
With Sean Dooley continuing as editor the new magazine is 
expected to maintain the very high standard and range of 
interesting articles of the publication it replaces. 
Australian BirdLife Vol. 1 No. 1 has a focus on birds and birders of 
Bass Straight.  Of particular interest to me is the article titled ‘In 
dog we trust’ by John Peters.  The Maremma is an Italian sheep dog 
that can be trained to bond to animal flocks such as sheep.  The dogs actually live with the flock 
protecting it from predators 24/7. 
After a successful ground-breaking trial at Middle Island near Warrnambool Vic where the dogs 
protected a breeding colony of Little Penguins being ravaged by foxes, Maremma have since been 
used with great success to protect Australia’s largest gannet colony at Lawrence Rocks near 
Portland.  This is a great bird conservation story. 

 
I will add Australian BirdLife Vol. 1 No. 1 to the Club’s library at the April meeting. 
Chris. Cartledge 

 
 
The State Library of NSW presents - "Lewin Wild Art". 

  
This major retrospective showcases over 150 beautiful original works by John 
Lewin (1770 - 1919), Australia's first professional artist.  A free exhibition until 
27 May 2012. 
 
In 1813 Lewin produced his first book "Birds of New South Wales," the 
first illustrated book published in Australia.  
  
State Library Macquarie St Sydney  
www.sl.nsw.gov.au 
 

 
  
Attack Claim a Real Hoot               Reported in the Illawarra Mercury 26/03/2012 
 
What does a hooting Barn Owl and a screaming woman have 
in common? A lot, apparently, according to alarmed Victorian 
fishermen who called Police, fearing a woman was being 
attacked on Friday night. The fishermen at Malacoota on 
Victoria’s east coast went on a torchlight search to find the 
woman. Police also investigating found it was a feathered 
offender, a Barn Owl – which can make a scream similar to a 
woman. 
    
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/
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On a mid February stay in Merimbula, the Hales and 
the Cousins planned a day trip to Errinundra Rain 
Forest Board Walk, just over the Victorian border, in 
search of a Pink Robin (not the first time for the 
Hales). Talking it over with Wal previously he was kind 
enough to send us his field notes and also contacted 
his grapevine (The David’s who had also seen it there) 
and it seemed our timing was a bit sus but, as always, 
we lived in hope. We set off on our drive in good 
weather enjoying the scenery of the high country 
along the way and dawdling a bit on the road in when 
a group of Flame and Yellow Robins captivated us. By 
the time we got to the board walk the weather was 
changing and the thunder which had been distant 
suddenly released the loudest clap overhead which 
sent us scurrying on a record breaking circuit of the 
board walk. We made the briefest stop to play the Pink 
Robin’s call, alas, to no avail. In pouring rain Alan 
drove back safely down the mountain, our bird 
watching washed out but we all agreed it had still been 
a great day.  
Thank you Wal, Lydia and Bob for the info. We will 
return Nov/Dec next time.  

 

 

Wal Emery’s Field Notes  
Whilst out walking with birdo’s, there’s a question some pose,  
Hey, is that robin a pink, or is it a rose?  
Now whether they’re perching, or flying about,  
If you’ve ever seen both, you’re left in no doubt.  
Because a rose, well, it’s rose, and a pink, well, it’s pink.  
And there’s really quite a difference, whatever you may think.  
 
It’s grey on the male rose that covers his back,  
But you can’t call the pink grey; it’s a sort of sooty black.  
The pink and rose females they’re both coloured brown,  
With a buff or white spot at the base of the crown.  
Pink wing bars are buff, rose wing bars are white,  
And if you think that’s confusing, you’ve got to get the tail right.  
The white edge on the rose, in the green of a tree,  
Like the grey edge on the pink, is not easy to see.  
 
Now if you find an immature, cute little fellow,  
Well it’s like its mum, except its gape is bright yellow.  
No I shouldn’t have said that, it isn’t quite right,  
Because both their wing bars are buff, there’s none of them white.  
Don’t bother with head spots; they’re also both buff,  
Forget sorting out babies, it’s really too tough.  
 
Let’s get back to the adults, the pink and the rose,  
There’s really no problem when you’re sorting out those.  
Whether you view from the front, or you view from the rear,  
The difference in the two species is really quite clear.  
So, to sum up the rhyme, if you need time to think,  
Just tick off a rose, because it sure ain’t a pink. 
 

 

Pam Hazelwood 
 

Was looking around the 
Scout camp at Mt Kiera 

and came across a 
couple great Pics. 

 
Left - Bassian Thrush 
Right -  Rufous Fantail 

 

 

Alison Foley 
Put in a proud effort 

to create this 
magnificent cake 
with the Crimson 

Rosella icing.  
Double-banded Plover at Windang on 14th March 

arriving for the Winter 
By Terry Edwell 
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King Island                    February 2012                
Neil and Tera Wheway 
 
Tera and I decided that we would like to visit and photograph 
the lighthouses of King Island, which there are four; one 
being Cape Wickham the tallest lighthouse in the Southern 
Hemisphere. The island is part of Tasmania and is in Bass 
Strait about thirty five minutes flying from Melbourne. It is 
also home of the famous King Island cheeses, and a Bull Kelp 
farming industry but not a California quail to be seen. 
 
The many ship wrecks all around the island was the reason 
for the construction of the lighthouses. Early population 
consisted of the lighthouse keepers and their families, also 
scavengers who collected and salvaged from the numerous 
ship wrecks. Four days passed quickly, folk on the island are 
friendly all 1350 of them, no one locks cars or doors car 
drivers all give a cheery wave. 
 
Grass seeds escaped from one of the ships and quickly spread 
all over the island with thick lush green grass, which initiated 
the dairy industry and cheese making. Cheese is the main 
industry because of the abundant green grass, though, whilst 
we were there it was very dry and brown. The weather was 
quite warm and humid with the expectation of rain any time 
soon. A visit to the visitors centre at the cheese factory was a 
necessity and the cheese tasting was a pleasure. 
 
We were there for four nights and allowed ourselves one 
lighthouse per day, along with sightseeing and looking for 
birds. The island is roughly 60klms x 30klms and is mainly 
serviced by gravel roads so distance travelled was not great 
but time taken was. There is a huge population of wallabies 
and possums and the road kill is very considerable even 
travelling at very low speeds. 
 
Birding wasn't too bad we saw lots of turkeys freely roaming 
everywhere, no shortage for Christmas lunch, White-backed 
Magpies, Stubble Quail, Flame and Dusky Robins, Pacific Gulls 
and Pheasants (1 new tick) for us. We saw 7 of the Endemic 
Tasmanian species, Green Rosella, Tasmanian Thornbill, 
Yellow Wattlebird, Yellow-throated Honeyeater, Strong-billed 
Honeyeater and Black Currawong. We had a list of 61 
different species.  There were some Sparrows and thousands 
of Starlings many on the rocky seashore feeding on the flies. 
March flies chased after Neil and were very invasive and in 
large numbers.  
 
On our third day we drove to photograph the islands southern 
light and met a couple kelp farming, which is done at low tide 
and after very rough seas. The couple, a man and his wife 
from South Africa, now Australians. It was an interesting stop 
to learn how the kelp is harvested and what happens to it.  
 
There are no foxes or rabbits on the island but they do have 
leeches which found Neil!! While birding at a water dam, used 
for bushfire fighting, a leach attached itself to Neil. We 
spotted an enormous puddle of  blood on the floor, his 
trousers were soaked along with a sock and shoe. Blood was 
freely oozing from the fleshy part of his calf. Bandaids were 
not very effective; so we drove into Currie Hospital. It was a 
30 minute drive into town constantly on the alert for wallabies 
and possums. Casualty at the hospital was not like here, 
where one waits for hours to get attention, there, we had to 
go and find someone. Tera and the nurse thought it was leech 
bite I thought I had burst a vein because of the amount of 
blood. A doctor on standby, was called to check it out. But it 
was only a leach bite, what shocked Neil the most and quite a 
let down, was that he had red not blue blood, a commoner 
not of noble blood. An eventful end to 4 days of sightseeing 
and birding. 
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Members Sightings  February  & March 2012 
Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Betty Hudson 

 
SPECIES No. DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 3 19.02.12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove 1 5.03.12 Wyalla Rd Jamberoo Bushland Tony Loader 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove 1 18.03.12 Black Ash Reserve Bellawongarah Rainforest IBOC 
Topknot Pigeon 4 24.02.12 Balgownie Rainforest Garden Wal Emery 
Australasian Gannet 1 14.03.12 Bass Point Off Shore IBOC 
Square-tailed Kite 2 6.03.12 Towradgi Overhead Jack Baker & Jean Clarke 
Square-tailed Kite 1 11.03.12 East Corrimal Overhead Tom & Joan Wylie 
Square-tailed Kite 1 8.03.12 Balgownie Overhead Wal Emery 
Whistling Kite 1 23.02.12 Tarrawanna Overhead Anne &Alan Cousins 
Brown Goshawk 1 9.03.12 Albion Park Rail Overhead Peter Fackender 
Grey Goshawk 1 24.02.12 Albion Park Garden Christine Shipp by email  
Swamp Harrier 1 5.03.12 Dunmore Swamp Road Low over paddock Brian & Barbara Hales 
Swamp Harrier 1 14.03.12 Bassett Park Shellharbour Over Swamp IBOC 
Nankeen Kestrel 1 juv 14.03.12 Bass Point Perched in dead tree IBOC 
Australian Hobby 1 10.03.12 Albion Park Rail Overhead Peter Fackender 
Buff-banded Rail 1 2.03.12 Albion Park Rail Grass over fence Brian & Barbara Hales 
Buff-banded Rail 1 14.02.12 Wollongong Botanic Garden Terry Edwell 
Sooty Oystercatcher 2 14.03.12 Bass point on rocky shore IBOC 
Kelp Gull 1 14.03.12 Bass Point Shore IBOC 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 7 11.03.12 Berkeley Overhead on Freeway Tera Wheway 
Pheasant Coucal 1 18.02.12 Carrington Falls Heard Jack Baker & Jean Clarke 
Eastern Koel 1 f 2.03.12 Albion Park Rail Garden  Brian & Barbara Hales 
Azure Kingfisher 1 12.03.12 Balgownie Creek behind house Bill Zealey 
Sacred Kingfisher 1 7.03.12 Oak Flats Perched on chair in garden Sylvia Garlic 
Dollarbird 1 6.03.12 Killalea Minnamurra River Mangroves Paul Nesbit 
Superb Lyrebird 4 18.03.12 Black Ash Reserve Bellawongarah Rainforest IBOC 
Green Catbird 1 6.03.12 Balgownie Rainforest Garden Wal Emery 
Satin Bowerbird 1 f 2.03.12 Albion Park Rail Clothes line in garden Brian & Barbara Hales 
Yellow-throated Scrubwren 1 11.03.12 Austinmer Rainforest Garden Meri Stefanidakis 
Yellow-throated Scrubwren 1 18.03.12 Black Ash Reserve Bellawongarah Rainforest IBOC 
Yellow-throated Scrubwren 1 18.03.12 Fitzroy Falls Rainforest IBOC 
Eastern Whipbird 1 11.03.12 Unanderra Lantana in reserve  Shane Spence 
Varied Sittella Few 18.03.12 Fitzroy Falls Rainforest IBOC 
Grey Shrike-thrush 2 2.03.12 Albion Park Rail Garden  table Brian & Barbara Hales 
Rufous Fantail 1 18.03.12 Black Ash Reserve Bellawongarah Rainforest IBOC 
Black-faced Monarch 1 18.03.12 Fitzroy Falls Rainforest IBOC 
Rose Robin 2 f 18.03.12 Fitzroy Falls Rainforest IBOC 
Golden-headed Cisticola 1 14.03.12 Bassett Park Shellharbour Reed bed by swamp IBOC 
Indian Ringneck 1 26.02.12 Brownsville Garden Mariane Newhouse   

 
 
 

 
 

 
Blue Billed Duck female                                  Black Falcon                                                 Southern Boobook 

just a couple of pics from Toowoomba Charles Dove 

 
 
 

Copyright 2012 All rights reserved. 
While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in it 

and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  



Brown Thornbill

Description: 

Similar species: 

Distribution:

Habitat:

Scientific Name: Acanthiza pusilla.
Featured bird groups: Small insect-eating birds.
Atlas Number: 475.

The Brown Thornbill is a small bird, but is one of the 
medium-sized and more common of the thornbills. 
It has olive-brown to grey upperparts, with a warm 
reddish-brown forehead scalloped with paler 
markings. The rump has a reddish-brown patch, the 
tail is grey-brown with a black band and a pale tip, 
and the underparts are off-white, streaked blackish 

on the chin, throat and chest. The eye is dark red. 
The sexes are similar and young birds are only 
slightly different to adults, with a duller eye.

The Brown Thornbill can be confused with other 
thornbills, including the very similar Inland, A. 
apicalis, and Tasmanian, A. ewingii, Thornbills, but 
has shorter tail and less streaking on breast than the 
former and found in different habitats to the latter. 
Calls can be similar to the White-browed Scrubwren, 
Sericornis frontalis, and the Tasmanian Scrubwren, 
S. humilis.

 
The Brown Thornbill is found only in eastern and 
south-eastern Australia, including Tasmania. There 
is a large overlap with the range of the very similar 
Inland Thornbill along slopes of Great Dividing 
Range from Queensland to Victoria. It is widespread 
in its range from south-eastern Queensland to the 
Mt Lofty Ranges, South Australia, and throughout 
Tasmania, excepting the south-west.

 
The Brown Thornbill is found in dense shrubby 
habitats including wet and dry forests, woodlands, 
shrublands, heathlands and rainforests, as well as 
along watercourses, mainly in the temperate and 
sub-tropical zones. They are found from the coast 
up to 1200 m. They are found regularly in parks and 
gardens, especially close to large patches of 
remnant vegetation and along nature strips in 
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towns and suburbs.

Sedentary.

The Brown Thornbill feeds mainly on insects, but may 
sometimes eat seeds, nectar or fruit. They feed, 
mainly in pairs, at all levels from the ground up, but 
mostly in understorey shrubs and low trees. Will feed 
in mixed flocks with other thornbills out of breeding 
season.

 
Breeding pairs of Brown Thornbills hold territories all 
year round for feeding and breeding purposes, and the 
bonds between pairs are long-lasting. Females build a 
small oval, domed nest with a partially hooded 
entrance near the top out of grasses, bark and other 
materials, lining it with feathers, fur or soft plant down. 
The nest is usually low down, in low, prickly bushes, 
grass clumps, or ferns. The female incubates the eggs 
and both parents feed the young, who stay with the 
parents until early autumn, before being driven out of 
the parental territory.

The Brown Thornbill is adversely affected by fires that 
reduce understorey, but may benefit from any clearing 
activity that increases shrubby vegetation cover. 

Seasonal movements: 

Feeding: 

Breeding:

Living with us

information courtesy of   http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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Club Meeting:    Monday  14th May 2012 
7.30pm at Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way Fairy Meadow. 
A presentation by Alistair Zealey, Animal House Technician, Institute for Applied Ecology, 
University of Canberra. His presentation will be Australian Lizards focusing on Agamids (Dragons 
etc.) Come and enjoy a presentation that will be of great interest as we see plenty of lizards etc. on 
our bird outings.                            Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting. 

 
Midweek Walk:                              Wednesday 16th May 2012 
Koona Bay and Macquarie Rivulet                                              Leaders Brian & Barbara Hales. 
Meet at 9 am at the Hales’ home, 32 Shearwater Boulevarde, Albion Park Rail. Phone for directions if 
needed 4257 4431 or 0409 574 439. You can park outside the house or there is extra parking at 
the end of the Boulevarde, not far beyond the Hales’ place. Koona Bay has turned up some lovely 
birds recently including a Swamp Harrier perching on the back fence, Buff-banded Rail and even a 
Satin Bowerbird visited for the first time. The Painted Snipe that turned up at the back end of 2011 
have been the most exciting ones so far. So let’s hope for a good morning’s birding and don’t forget 
to bring your morning tea. 

 
Monthly Outing:                              Sunday 20th May 2012                          
Box Vale Track Mittagong        Leaders Tom & Joan Wylie 
Meet at the car park at the start of the track at 9.00am. Bring a carry morning tea and lunch, also 
warm clothing. Travelling from Wollongong via Picton, leave the freeway at the Mittagong exit 
and take the Old Highway through Mittagong towards Berrima.  You need to be in the right hand 
lane as you leave Welby. Immediately on crossing the freeway bridge at Welby turn right at the end 
of the median strip over the bridge, the car park is about 200m on the left along a dirt track. 
Coming from Robertson, take the Bowral Road to Mittagong, and turn left at the second traffic 
lights (a crossroad) after crossing the railway line. Turn left onto the Old Highway and follow the 
directions above at Welby. 
It is suggested that a small torch would be useful for when the track goes through the old tunnel. 
The walk is approximately 8km return, with some steps to negotiate at both the beginning and on 
returning. 

 
Committee Meeting -        Monday 21st May 2012  
Betty Hudson’s at 7.30pm at: 1 Drualla Road Jamberoo. Any members with anything they wish to 
raise are welcome to attend the meeting. 

 
Newsletter –  
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 25th May. Email contributions to Charles Dove 
newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 Purry Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

 
Are you interested in participating in a half day Pelagic trip in July 2012?  Read On 
The club is making preliminary enquiries as to the level of interest in a half day Pelagic Trip between 8th and 21st July 2012. 
This is a good time of the year to sight albatrosses. The cost is likely to be around $45-$50 if we have 20 participants, 
increasing to around $50-$60 for 15 participants. 
At this stage no approach has been made to SOSSA who run the trips, so prices are estimates based on last year. Note the 
cost is for the charter of the boat and has to be shared between participants to a maximum of 20 people. 
The trip leaves Wollongong Harbour wharf at 7.30am prompt and returns at 11.30am. Participants need to be at the wharf at 
7.00am for the safety talk and boarding. The trip can be cancelled if the seas are too rough. 
If you would be interested in participating please contact Betty Hudson by phone or email. Please indicate if there are dates in 
the suggested period when you are not available. Places will be allocated in the order of contacting Betty. Once a booking has 
been made with SOSSA your place on the trip will be confirmed when you pay your money. There will be no refunds unless 
the trip is cancelled. 
At the beginning of May a decision will be made if there is sufficient interest to proceed. SOSSA will be contacted, a date will 
then be chosen, the cost verified and a booking made. Those interested in going will be notified and the date for the payment 
of the money advised. All money has to be paid at least 2 weeks before the date of the trip. 
Further details will be in the June Newsletter. 
Contact details for Betty Ph. 4236 0307 email elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com 

 
 

            IBOC has pleasure in welcoming all New members  

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
mailto:elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com
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Combined Illawarra & Cumberland Bird Clubs Walk Saturday 31st March 2012 
On a perfect Saturday morning 8 members of IBOC and 20 members of CBOC met at the 
Wattle Forest Picnic Area at Audley Weir in the Royal National Park. Evidence of the recent 
flooding was very evident with debris several feet up in the trees and water lying in the 
dips behind the banks. Birding was excellent with both Rose Robin and Scarlet Honeyeater 
seen within minutes. Progress up the river bank was cut short for many by the large 
amount of fallen debris almost blocking the track. 
Scanning the sides of the track we were rewarded with 
sighting of an Azure Kingfisher skimming over the 
overflow water and again over the main river channel. 
When everyone returned we drove back across the 
Hacking River to the start of Lady Carrington Drive, and 
enjoyed a convivial morning tea sitting in the sunshine. 
We set out to walk some way south along the drive 
through some good rainforest areas. Again bird life was 
prolific. Scarlet Honeyeaters seemed to call from every 
tree, but few were sighted. The bird list just kept 
growing, Black-faced Monarch; White-browed, Yellow-throated & Large-billed Scrubwrens; 
Noisy Miner; Bassian Thrush; both Superb & Variegated Fairy-wrens amongst others. 

Pic by Tera Wheway 

Returning to the cars for lunch we were treated to the sight of an Azure Kingfisher diving 
into the water from a high tree branch close to us, and then a Rose Robin in the same tree. 
After lunch, a BBQ for some and sandwiches for others, the bird list was read out, with 
many excellent records. 
A great day enjoyed by all and hopes were expressed that it will be repeated again at a 
later date. This is an area well worth another visit. 
                      Betty Hudson 
Bird List 63 Species recorded 
 
Australian Wood Duck Crimson Rosella Brown Thornbill Grey Shrike-thrush 
Pacific Black Duck Fan-tailed Cuckoo Spotted Pardalote Grey Butcherbird 
Chestnut Teal Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo Eastern Spinebill Australian Magpie 
White-headed Pigeon Azure Kingfisher Lewin’s Honeyeater Pied Currawong 
Australian Owlet Nightjar Laughing Kookaburra Yellow-faced Honeyeater Grey Fantail 
Little Pied Cormorant Superb Lyrebird White-eared Honeyeater Willie Wagtail 
Little Black Cormorant White-throated Treecreeper Noisy Miner Australian Raven 
Great Cormorant Green Catbird Red-wattlebird Leaden Flycatcher 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Satin Bowerbird Scarlet Honeyeater Black-faced Monarch 
Wedge-tailed Eagle Superb Fairy-wren New Holland Honeyeater Magpie-lark 
Purple Swamphen Variegated Fairy-wren Noisy Friarbird Rose Robin 
Dusky Moorhen Yellow-throated Scrubwren Eastern Whipbird Eastern Yellow Robin 
Eurasian Coot White-browed Scrubwren Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Silvereye 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Large-billed Scrubwren Crested Shrike-tit Bassian Thrush 
Rainbow Lorikeet Brown Gerygone Golden Whistler Red-browed Finch 
Australian King Parrot Striated Thornbill Rufous Whistler  
    

 
 
Midweek Walk  -- Kembla Grange                                                                                   Ted Simpson 
 
13 members attended the midweek walk at Kembla 
Grange on a cool but dry morning. John and Jenny 
Ellis were kind enough to allow us to park on their 
manicured property. Attention was drawn to their 
corrugated Iron  Emu, which Wal would have been 
inspired to duplicate in earlier years!! He said. 
Everyone managed the inclines well, with one being 
quite steep. It was good to have Brian Thompson 

with us who hasn’t been for a while. A total of 40 
birds were sighted including a Tawny Frogmouth, 
which was sighted by (Eagle Eye) Ross! It was so 
far away it took some time for members to find it 
including myself, but once sighted it was confirmed. 
Also a first for me, a Crested Shrike-tit which 
finished off a very pleasant morning. 
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Bird List for Midweek walk Kembla Grange 11.04.12                     40 species 
 

Australian Wood Duck Australian King-Parrot Brown Gerygone Crested Shrike-tit 
Pacific Black Duck (B) Crimson Rosella Yellow Thornbill Golden Whistler E-race 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove Eastern Rosella Brown Thornbill Grey Shrike-thrush 
Tawny Frogmouth Laughing Kookaburra Spotted Pardalote Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Pelican Superb Lyrebird Eastern Spinebill Grey Fantail 
White-faced Heron Green Catbird Lewin’s Honeyeater Australian Raven 
Collared Sparrowhawk Satin Bowerbird Noisy Miner Magpie-lark 
Grey Goshawk Superb Fairy-wren Noisy Friarbird Eastern Yellow Robin 
Wedge-tailed Eagle Yellow-throated Scrubwren Australian Logrunner Silvereye 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo White-browed Scrubwren Eastern Whipbird Red-browed Finch 

 
 
Monthly Outing - Barren Grounds Nature Reserve 14th April 2012             Lyndall Dawson. 
After the chilly weather of the previous weekend 14 lucky IBOC members enjoyed the mild 
sunny morning and clear air at Barren Grounds Nature Reserve on Saturday morning. We 
started off along the southern track toward Flying Fox Pass. It was immediately apparent 
that there were plenty of honeyeaters about - both Yellow Faced and New Holland 
Honeyeaters were clearly attracted to the many flowering banksias. Crimson Rosellas were 
also plentiful, but not much else. Then our attention was drawn to a distant screeching that 
was getting closer, and before long were able to watch a very large flock of Yellow-tailed 
Black Cockatoos (someone counted 57!) fanning out to start their day’s foraging in the 
reserve. We continued walking to Stone Bridge without a significant increase in the bird 
list. Here we had a peaceful stop for morning tea on the rocks then doubled back toward 
the picnic area, since Betty had been told that the track past Stone Bridge had been badly 
eroded by the summer rains. Lunch was eaten at the picnic area, then we headed north 
toward the lookout. We arrived there to be told by some other people that we had just 
missed a close view of a Wedge-tailed Eagle cruising along the cliff edge. After the lookout 
Terry and I left the group to head back home (a case of sore knee), so we missed sighting 
the Southern Emu-wren and Superb Lyrebird and several other interesting species that 
were in the forest vegetation along that part of the walk. A total of 24 species was seen 
and a pleasant congenial outing was enjoyed by us all. 
 
Bird List for Barren Grounds Walk 14.04.12 
 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo  White-browed Scrubwren Little Wattlebird Grey Shrike-thrush 
Crimson Rosella Brown Thornbill Red Wattlebird  Olive-backed Oriole 
Superb Lyrebird Spotted Pardalote New Holland Honeyeater Pied Currawong 
White-throated Treecreeper Eastern Spinebill Noisy Friarbird Grey Fantail 
Satin Bowerbird Lewin’s Honeyeater Eastern Whipbird Eastern Yellow Robin 
Southern Emu-wren Yellow-faced Honeyeater Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Silvereye 

24 species seen  -- Note:  a flock of 57 Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos was seen flying over the heath. 

 
 

 

You are invited to a celebration to launch the newly revised, 
colour edition of Wollongong’s Native Trees to be held in the 

Grevillea Room @ Corrimal District Library & Community Centre 
(15 Short Street, Corrimal) on Tuesday 8th May, 2012 from 

5.30pm. Plenty of Parking available Please RSVP by 4th May to 
wollongongsnativetrees@gmail.com 

or phone/SMS 0407 910 043 or 0417 490 100 
The book will be on sale (with no obligation to buy) 

at a launch discount of 10%. 
Light refreshments will be served. 
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THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By Tera Wheway 

 
I have lived where I live for 47 years. Our large block of land was flat grassy with a small patch of 
blackberries.  Today it is covered in shrubbery and tall trees creating a great birding environment 
with a resident Satin Bowerbird.  Our idea was permaculture gardening with the planting of fruit 
trees (apple, pears, plums, peach and grapes) unfortunately the seasons were not kind to cold 
weather fruit trees, we then gradually planted Australian native shrubs and trees collected on our 
travels around the country. Our patch slowly became a native garden, along with a large vegetable 
patch, beehives, ducks and chooks. We needed birds to help eat the bugs so started the planting of 
bird attracting Australian natives along the perimeter of the yard. 
 
My interest in birding grew gradually as the 
planting took shape and the bottlebrush 
bloomed.  Silvereyes are my main memory 
dancing on the flowers swinging like a mouse 
plague on all the flower blossoms. Eastern 
Spinebills, New Holland Honeyeaters, Brown and 
Yellow thornbills constantly gained our attention. 
A back verandah was added to the house making 
a pleasant shady spot to view our vista. Five bird 
baths were added and the bird parade 
multiplied. We had lots of little birds with Red-
browed Finches, Silvereyes and lots of sparrows. 
Blue wrens nesting in the tall grasses along the 
fence line, the male chasing his own image in all 
the verandah windows. 
 
Over the years the highlights have been, a 
butcher bird plucking and eating dinner. The fish 
disappeared “fish from the pond where did they 
go?”  Finally a white faced Heron was seen on a 
fishing trip. A pair of Channel-billed Cuckoos 
sitting in the back trees calling (what were those 
ugly big birds with that loud noise?) Little 
Wattlebirds feeding a frantic Koel, constantly 
crying for more: it never seemed to be enough. 
A huge Magpies nest blown out of the 
Queensland Firewheel tree one stormy day had 
wire woven into it. A Spotted Pardalote nesting 
in the compost heap and holding up the garden veggie production. 

 
Southern Boobook Little Corella 

 
Rose Robin Golden Whistler 

 
We have had occasional visits of the Brown Cuckoo-dove, White-headed Pigeon, and Southern 
Boobook. The arrival of the Boobook bought in every Grey Butcherbird in Dapto to hunt it off, along 
with dozens of Noisy Miners. Other unusual birds include Rose Robin, Eastern Yellow Robin, Golden 
Whistler and Grey Shrike-thrush. Plant the environment to attract them and the pleasure is all yours 
to enjoy. Our Satin Bowerbird with his bower entertains us with morning and afternoon displays. A 
little weeding is sometimes necessary to clear the weeds from his territory. We also have a Sun 
Conure called Chico (a South American parrot) on the back verandah in a cage that attracts a Brown 
Goshawk; Chico’s calls of alarm let us know the Goshawk is in the vicinity.  
 
We had bird books and bird lists, but felt we needed more; a phone call to the IBOC club to enquire 
about binoculars invited us to attend a club meeting. Our early interest in backyard birds eventually 
led us to join the bird club. Firm friendships, many outings, camps and many happy memories have 
become the mainstay of our birding adventure. 
 
 

 
Be inspired…………………….. Send in your story of your own backyard garden and the birds PLEASE 
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Spring 2012 Camp Mallacoota  20th to 27th October 2012  
The IBOC Spring Camp will be held at the Shady Gully Caravan Park, Mallacoota from 20th 
to 27th October 2012. Mallacoota is 80km south of Eden just over the border into Victoria.  
Travel south down the Princes Highway and at Genoa, 14km south of the Victorian border, 
take a well marked turning on the left, to Mallacoota. The turning is immediately after you 
cross the Genoa River. The township is on Mallacoota Inlet a large tidal lagoon, and is 
surrounded by Croajingolong National Park. The caravan Park is 1km north of the town at 
Lot 5 Genoa Road Mallacoota. As you approach Mallacoota look for a turning on the left to 
the cemetery, Birrabooka Rd, pass this, and the caravan park is then approx another 2km 
on the left 
Contact the Caravan Park as follows: Ph 03 5158 0233;  
Email shadygully@bigpond.com; or use the web  www.mallacootacaravanpark.com;  
The park has a variety of accommodation: 
Luxury Gunya’s   $130 per night for 2 linen supplied 
3 x 2 bedroom ensuite cabins $75per night for 2 
2 x 1 bedroom ensuite cabins $60 per night for 2 1xDB + 1 triple bunk large verandah 
2 x 1 bedroom ensuite cabins $65 per night for 2 1xDB + 2 triple bunk small verandah 
3 no ensuite cabins   $50 per night for 2 
Powered site    $25 per night for 2 
Unpowered site   $20 per night for 2 
Additional adults in cabins  $7.50 per night   Gunya’s $15 per night 
Note that in the 1 bedroom cabins access to the bathroom is through the room with the 
bunks. When you make a booking let the caravan park know that you are with the 
Illawarra Bird Observers Club and they will try to put us all reasonably close. 
Please let Betty know once you have booked. 
Additional information will be given in a later newsletter…………………. 
 

 
 
Bird flu genetic research sparks alarm - Pt 1 
21 Mar 2012 | By Naomi Selvaratnam 
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/radio/episode/208073/Bird-flu-genetic-research-sparks-alarm-Pt-1 
 
Dutch and US scientists have created a strain of bird flu, so lethal that it could potentially wipe out 
60% of the world's population. 
That's the claim being made about a genetically-engineered virus developed almost simultaneously 
by separate teams of scientists in the Netherlands and the US. 
The teams have agreed to a pause on publication of the details of their findings, while they and the 
rest of the world consider the implications. 
It has raised profound questions about medical research and its potential for evil - and about 
censorship of science. 
 
From link above ---  Naomi Selvaratnam with excerpts from the first of a two-part series.  
 
(Sounds of laboratory): In a high security laboratory in Geelong, south-west of Melbourne, federal 
government scientists are engaged in part of an international effort to avert a potentially 
devastating outbreak of bird flu. 
Nobody can predict when, but experts agree that it's probably only a matter of time before another 
bird flu outbreak becomes a pandemic with far-reaching consequences. 
The focus of the CSIRO research in Geelong, still believed to be several years from completion, is on 
trying to genetically engineer a chicken that would be immune to bird flu.  
Director of the CSIRO's Australian Animal Health Laboratory, Professor Martyn Jeggo, says this could 
be the key to preventing a future pandemic. 
 
 
Other interesting sights on the web: 
http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/news/science/topics/birds/index.html 
 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/news/plants_animals/birds/ 

mailto:shadygully@bigpond.com
http://www.mallacootacaravanpark.com/
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/radio/episode/208073/Bird-flu-genetic-research-sparks-alarm-Pt-1
http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/news/science/topics/birds/index.html
http://www.sciencedaily.com/news/plants_animals/birds/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/news/plants_animals/birds/


Issue No 358                                                              Illawarra Bird Observers Club Inc Newsletter                                                           May 2012 

Page 7 

 
Bird throws up unusual vomit defence 
Wednesday, 7 March 2012 AFP   http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2012/03/07/3447555.htm 

 
Repugnant warning: stand back or we'll vomit on ourselves 
(Source: Nadia Silva /) 
Icky protection Babies of a bird species called the Eurasian Roller vomit 
a foul-smelling orange liquid as a defence mechanism against 
predators, biologists have discovered. 
Offspring of the bright-blue Jackdaw-sized bird (Coracias garrulous) 
throw up the repugnant fluid when they are frightened in their nests, 
according to a paper appearing in the journal Royal Society Biology 
Letters. 
Covered in vomit, the nestlings not surprisingly become less attractive 
as a snack, the team says. 
But the smell also alerts parents, returning to the nest, that a 
threatening incident has happened in their absence, they believe. 
The scientists tested the "olfactory cue" theory by visiting nests with 
10-day-old nestlings inside. 
They used a small paintbrush to daub a tiny amount of either lemon 
juice or vomit on the inside of the nest. Parents returning to a vomit-
treated nest reacted with great caution, delaying the time when they would settle in the home. 
Previous research has found that birds have a surprisingly wide range of defensive reactions. 
For instance, the Northern Fulmar (Fulmaris glacialis) brings up stomach oils against intruders that makes them lose their 
waterproof coating. 
And the Common Eider (Somateria mollissima) and Northern Shoveler (Anas acuta) have the ability to spray faeces on their 
eggs to deter mammal egg-thieves. 
However, the Eurasian Roller is the first bird that has been found to use a scent, derived in response to a threat, as a means 
of communication, says the paper. 
In that regard, it joins many other animals, from insects to humans, that use the "smell of fear" to warn fellow members of 
their species of an attack. 

The study is led by Deseada Parejo of Spain's Estacio Experimental de Zonas Aridas. 
 

    
 

 
Black-shouldered Kite                                                               Superb Fairy-wren – eclipse 

By Terry Edwell 

 
 
Members Sightings   March - April 2012      
Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Betty Hudson 

 
SPECIES No DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 1 11.04.12 Ellis Farm Reddalls Rd Kembla Grange Rainforest IBOC 

Tawny Frogmouth 1 11.04.12 Ellis Farm Reddalls Rd Kembla Grange Woodland IBOC 

Australasian Gannet 1 14.03.12 Bass Pt Reserve Shellharbour Off Shore IBOC 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Collared Sparrowhawk 1 11.04.12 Ellis Farm Reddalls Rd Kembla Grange Overhead IBOC 

http://www.abc.net.au/reslib/201203/r905830_9249611.jpg�
http://rsbl.royalsocietypublishing.org/lookup/doi/10.1098/rsbl.2012.0124
http://rsbl.royalsocietypublishing.org/lookup/doi/10.1098/rsbl.2012.0124
http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2012/03/07/%20http:/www.eeza.csic.es/eeza/default.aspx
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Grey Goshawk 1 11.04.12 Ellis Farm Reddalls Rd Kembla Grange Overhead IBOC 

Grey Goshawk (White form) 1 01-03-12 Lawrence Hargrave Drive Coalcliff Garden Terry Brooks (Email) 

Swamp Harrier 1 14.03.12 Shellharbour Swamp Overhead 
Swamp IBOC 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 11.04.12 Ellis Farm Reddalls Rd Kembla Grange Overhead IBOC 

Nankeen Kestrel 1 Juv 14.03.12 Bass Pt Reserve Shellharbour Dead Tree IBOC 

Sooty Oystercatcher 2 14.03.12 Bass Pt Reserve Shellharbour Rocky Foreshore IBOC 

Sooty Oystercatcher 6 31.03.12 Sea Cliff Bridge Coalcliff Rocky Shore Paul Freeman 
(email) 

Kelp Gull 1 14.03.12 Bass Pt  Reserve Shellharbour Rocky Shore IBOC 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 20+ 01.04.12 Dapto Overhead Anne &Alan Cousins 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 57 14.04.12 Griffith Track Barren Grounds Heathland IBOC 

Eastern Koel 1m, 1 f 14.03.12 Addison St Car Park Shellharbour Figtree Hale's, Garlick's &  
Gowan's 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 1 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Azure Kingfisher 2 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Green Catbird 1 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Green Catbird 1 11.04.12 Ellis Farm Reddalls Rd Kembla Grange Rainforest IBOC 

Southern Emu-wren 1 14.04.12 Griffith Track Barren Grounds Heathland IBOC 

Yellow-throated Scrubwren 1 18.03.12 East Rim Track Fitzroy Falls Rainforest IBOC 

Yellow-throated Scrubwren 1 18.03.12 Black Ash Reserve Bellawongarah Rainforest IBOC 

Yellow-throated Scrubwren few 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Large-billed Scrubwren few 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Scarlet Honeyeater several 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Australian Logrunner 1 11.04.12 Ellis Farm Reddalls Rd Kembla Grange Rainforest IBOC 

Varied Sittella few 18.03.12 Picnic Area Fitzroy Falls Rainforest IBOC 

Crested Shrike-tit 1 11.04.12 Ellis Farm Reddalls Rd Kembla Grange Woodland IBOC 

Olive-backed Oriole 1imm 14.04.12 Griffith Track Barren Grounds Woodland IBOC 

Rufous Fantail 2 18.03.12 Picnic Area Fitzroy Falls Rainforest IBOC 

Rufous Fantail 1 18.03.12 Black Ash Reserve Bellawongarah Rainforest IBOC 

Grey Fantail 1 26.03.12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 

Leaden Flycatcher 1 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Black-faced Monarch 1 18.03.12 East Rim Track Fitzroy Falls Rainforest IBOC 

Black-faced Monarch 1 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Rose Robin 2 18.03.12 Picnic Area Fitzroy Falls Rainforest IBOC 

Rose Robin Few 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

Eastern Yellow Robin 1 26.03.12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 

Bassian Thrush 1 31.03.12 Pt Hacking River Audley Overhead IBOC/CBOC 

 
 
Note: The flock of 57 Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos is one of the largest reported in recent times. The White form of the Grey 
Goshawk was reported from several locations along Lawrence Hardgrave Drive. The Southern Emu-wren is a welcome sighting 
from Barren Grounds as they appeared to have disappeared during the drought.     
 
 

Copyright 2012 All rights reserved. 
While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in it 

and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  
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Club Meeting:    Monday  11th June 2012 
7.30pm at Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way Fairy Meadow. 
 
A presentation by Walter Boles Ornithology Section – retired Australian Museum 
Last year Walter gave us a great presentation on the Night parrot and this year will be no exception 
as his subject will be Mysterious and Lost Parrots followed by an Aboriginal Bird Name Quiz.                 
Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting. 

 
Midweek Walk:                              Wednesday 13th June 2012 
Mangerton Park:               Leader Ted Simpson 
 
Meet at the corner of Eastern Ave, and Meares Ave, Mangerton at 9-0am. This is a small area in 
suburbia but quite dense. Gum’ boots may be required if wet weather has occurred within days. 
Conservation work is currently being carried out there but hopefully that will not have disturbed the 
bird life too much. Bring morning tea. 
Contact Ted on Mob. 0425121221..  

 
Monthly Outing:                              Sunday 17th June 2012                      
Clover Hill Rd & Cascades walk Macquarie Pass NP                              Leader Alan Cousins. 
Meet at 9.00am at the car park on the right hand (northern) side at the bottom of Macquarie Pass. 
From Wollongong take the Freeway south to the Yallah roundabout and turn right onto the Illawarra 
Highway. At the traffic lights in Albion Park turn right and continue until the 100km is replaced by 
60km speed limit. The car park is shortly on the right. Bring a carry morning tea, lunch to be eaten 
either near the cars or carried (depending on which track is taken on the day). 
The first short walk is through rainforest and tall forest along side a creek, which should have plenty 
of water after the prolonged wet. A second walk is either along Clover Hill Road or on the opposite 
side of the road at the bottom of the pass depending on the weather on the day. 
Contact Alan on 0413869534 

 
Committee Meeting -         Monday 18th June 2012  
The next committee meeting is at 7.30 pm on Monday 18th June 2012 at the home of Alan & Anne 
Cousins, 4, Adelaide Place, Tarrawanna. (42833197 - 0413869534) 
Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting. 

 
Newsletter –  
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 20th June. Email contributions to Charles Dove 
newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 Purry Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

 
Details for Half Day Pelagic Trip Friday 20th July 2012 
To date we have 14 members and friends interested. To add your name to the list, contact Alan Cousins, (or Betty Hudson 
after 25 June 2012). 
The cost of the trip will be $50 per person. This money is payable in full no later than 9th July 2012. Money can be paid 
to Alan, Ken or Betty, noting that Ken will be away for 2 weeks & Betty for 4 weeks in June on the trip to Bowra Station. If 
more than 15 people join the trip there will be a small refund of up to $10, made on the day of the trip. 
Payment of your money will confirm your place on the trip. 1st in with their payment best dressed! 
We will be meeting at Bellmore Basin wharf, by the fish market, at 7.00am with the boat leaving at 7.30am and returning at 
11.30 am. There is ample long term parking close to the wharf. The name of the boat is the Sandra K.  
Please ensure that you are punctual as the boat leaves on time and we have to have a safety talk and board. 
I strongly recommend that you prepare for spray coming aboard and bring wet weather gear, including waterproof pants. 
 

 
The club has purchased Leon Fuller's new " WOLLONGONG'S NATIVE TREES"  book. It is available for 
members to loan from the library. This new update is in full colour and contains photographs of birds taken by 

our newsletter editor Charles Dove. It is also available for purchase at Corrimal Library.         Alan Cousins 
 

 
            IBOC has pleasure in welcoming all our New members  

 

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
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REPORT FOR CLUB MEETING     21st MAY 2012 -                                                              Alan Cousins 
Our presentation for May took a different 
angle to that of birds. We were treated to a 
very interesting  and informative evening by 
Alistair Zealey, Animal House technician, 
University of Canberra. Alistair's enthusiasm 
for this subject was very evident and we were 
given a glimpse into the world of dragons and 
lizards (AGAMIDAE). I checked on Google and 
found that we have 66 listed, not bad 
considering that there are only 300 plus 
species in the world in Africa, Asia and 
Australia with a few in Southern Europe. 

One of the key distinguishing features of the 
species is their teeth which are on the outer 
rim of the mouth rather than the inner side of 
the jaws. They generally feed on insects and 
spiders although some larger species may 
include small reptiles or mammals, nestling 
birds, flowers or other vegetable matter and 
most Agamids lay eggs. Alistair covered over 
seven different groups of dragon, lizard and 
monitor, highlighted with a visual presentation 
of many of the species. The subject matter 
was obviously interesting to members as 
many questions were asked following the talk. 
I am sure that those of us present will look 
more carefully at any of these extraordinary 
creatures that we see in the future.  

The variation is startling when explained. We 
have Long Nosed Dragons, Tree Dragons, 
Painted Dragons, Frilled Lizard etc. I noted 
one Ctenophorus in Western Australia called a 
Dwarf Bicycle Dragon (makes you wonder how 
it gets around, WA is flat so it would not be a 
mountain bike!!). Even our good old Eastern 
Water Dragon has a scientific name of 
PHYSIGNATHUS LESUERI I. 

       
Thanks again Alistair.

 
 

Midweek Walk— Koona Bay & Macquarie Rivulet 16-05-2012                                    Sylvia Garlick 
 
We have walked these two walks several times 
over the years and always find a variety of 
birds.  It is a level grassed walk around Koona 
Bay (Lake Illawarra) we enter this area 
through Barbara and Brian Hales back garden 
gate. 
The Rivulet walk is at the end of their street it 
is a concreted bicycle/walking path with plenty 
of opportunity to search the banks and  trees 
for something special.  We stopped for 
Morning tea at the Hales home before the 
Rivulet walk.  Sixteen members took the 

opportunity to walk in the sunshine and 46 
birds were seen in all.  A full list is following. 
The majestic White Bellied Sea Eagle was seen 
flying high over the lake a Striated Heron on 
the opposite bank. Bulbuls were calling 
enjoying the sun. The Red-browed Finch and 
the European Goldfinch were also seen. 
Unfortunately several pest birds were there 
Indian Myna, House Sparrow, Starling and 
Domestic Geese.    
 
Thanks Barbara and Brian for a great morning.

 
Bird List for Midweek Koona Bay & Macquarie Rivulet 16-05-2012   
Black Swan Striated Heron Southern Emu-wren Australian Raven 
Australian Wood Duck White-faced Heron Yellow Thornbill Magpie-lark 
Grey Teal Australian White Ibis Brown Thornbill Welcome Swallow 
Chestnut Teal White-bellied Sea-Eagle Little Wattlebird Red-whiskered Bulbul 
Pacific Black Duck Whistling Kite Red Wattlebird Red-browed Finch 
Spotted Dove Nankeen Kestrel New Holland Honeyeater European Goldfinch 
Crested Pigeon Dusky Moorhen Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike House Sparrow 
Little Pied Cormorant Black-fronted Dotterel Grey Shrike-thrush  Common Starling 
Little Black Cormorant Masked Lapwing Grey Butcherbird Common Myna 
Australian Pelican Galah Australian Magpie Domestic Geese  
Eastern Great Egret Eastern Rosella Grey Fantail  
Cattle Egret Superb Fairy-wren Willie Wagtail  

 
Correction to the phone number for Shady Gully Caravan Park Mallacoota  
The phone number shown in the May Newsletter for Shady Gully Caravan Park, Mallacoota was incorrect. My 
apologies. If you made a phone booking please check that you rang the correct caravan park as the wrong 
number was for another caravan park. 

The correct number is 03 5158 0362 
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Monthly Outing - Box Vale Track Outing, Sunday 20th August 2012                 Bob Ashford
Well, it looked suspicious. After the driest May 
for nearly 150 years it looked decidedly like 
rain. But in fact it turned out to be just about 
perfect. Cool enough for a very pleasant 9 Km 
walk, just enough cloud to tone down the 
glare and encourage the birds out, not a spot 
of rain and terrific scenery. And sixteen very 
companionable souls full of great birding skills 
and good humour. We all enjoyed a great day 
out. 
Of course it started in the track head car park 
with some serious searching for Spotted Quail 
Thrush. Neither sight nor sound, but the 
timely appearance of a Scarlet Robin brought 
the smiles back and off we set. 
As usual we got about 20 metres before being 
totally side ‘tracked’ by Golden Whistlers, 
Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Spotted Pardalotes, 
a great deal of debate over Brown vs Striated 
Thornbills (mostly because there were moving 
fast in the highest parts of the canopy and 
even the sharpest among us were 
struggling…) and several bold Grey Wagtails. 
The Nattai Creek footbridge looked somewhat 
worse for wear after all the earlier rains and 
the dam was still overflowing. Not that the 
Coots, Moorhens, Black Duck and Little Pied 
Cormorants were complaining, nor were a pair 
of Musk Duck. And in the surrounding bush 
more Thornbills, Yellow Robins, Eastern 
Spinebills, New Holland Honeyeaters and at 
least two Eastern Shrike Tits. 
We strolled on along the old railway line 
(completed in 1888 by the Nattai Coal Mining 
Company to haul coal from the Nattai Gorge to 
Mittagong) to Casuarina Cutting for morning 

tea. Birdwatchers are terribly civilised aren’t 
they? Well I thought they were until up went a 
call  - ‘raptor’, whence a robust discussion 
ensued regarding Wedge-tailed vs Little Eagle. 
The bird only presented a vanishing rear view 
so it was a challenge and in the end the 
consensus was Little! Though the discussion 
surfaced regularly for the rest of the day! 
The track was very easy to walk along and as 
we progressed the scenery changed from fairly 
dry and flat (-ish!) to damper with great views 
of well vegetated gullies and eventually 
dramatic valleys. It was about Fern Cutting 
that we spotted the Rock Warbler, heard 
several Lyrebirds, grabbed fleeting glimpses of 
Eastern Whipbirds and spotted several White-
eared Honeyeaters plus the ever constant 
White-throated Treecreepers. Several Yellow-
tailed Black Cockatoos also gave us a fly past. 
At the tunnel we marvelled at the labour that 
must have gone on to create it and the old 
railway, all done by pick and sweat. At the 
Lookout we stopped for lunch in what must be 
one of most scenic views in the Southern 
Highlands. Then the Crimson Rosellas went 
mad and another ‘raptor’ cry went up and 
around the spur slowly glided a Wedgie – no 
robust discussion this time. The hoped for 
Peregrine made no appearance though its 
roosts were abundantly clear on the cliffs. And 
talking of that similar abundance was seen 
below a tall tree on the way back but no sign 
of an owl. Maybe Brian had simply dropped his 
paint brush? 
In all a great outing in excellent company.

                                            Thanks Joan and Tom. 
Bird List for Box Vale Track Walk 20th May 2012       45 Species recorded 16 members attended 
Musk Duck Laughing Kookaburra Yellow-faced Honeyeater Grey Shrike-thrush 
Pacific Black Duck Superb Lyrebird White-eared Honeyeater Grey Butcherbird 
Australasian Grebe White-throated Treecreeper Bell Miner Australian Magpie 
Little Pied Cormorant Superb Fairy-wren Noisy Miner Pied Currawong 
Wedge-tailed Eagle Rockwarbler Red Wattlebird Grey Fantail 
Little Eagle (unconfirmed) White-browed Scrubwren New Holland Honeyeater Australian Raven 
Eurasian Coot Brown Gerygone White-naped Honeyeater Magpie-lark 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Striated Thornbill Eastern Whipbird Scarlet Robin 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Brown Thornbill Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Eastern Yellow Robin 
Little Corella Spotted Pardalote Crested Shrike-tit Welcome Swallow 
Crimson Rosella Eastern Spinebill Golden Whistler Red-browed Finch 
Eastern Rosella    

 
Report on Tumbarumba Camp 21st – 28th April 2012                                            Betty Hudson 

 
27 members of IBOC attended our Autumn Camp at 
Tumbarumba on the southern slopes of the Snowy 
Mountains. It was good to see some new faces 
among the familiar ones. 
Tumbarumba is a thriving timber town with 2 large 
saw mills on the outskirts and is surrounded by state 
forest, comprising mostly pine plantations. 
During the week we visited a number of sites along 
Paddy’s River, and both Tumbarumba and Mannus 
Creeks, as well as renewing our acquaintance with 
the Hume & Hovel Track at Burra Creek and Mannus 
Lake. 

We travelled east to Tooma a very small vestige of a 
town with a pub, only open occasionally and 1 or 2 
houses, sited at the 3 bridges crossing the Mannus & 
Tumbarumba Creeks. We visited a number of places 
on the way over a period of 2 days. 
We travelled west to Laurel Hill to visit Paddy’s River 
Dam and on another day, The Hills State forest via 
Willigobung Road. We went south west to Rosewood 
and travelled the Glenroy Lake Road, MacGinnty’s 
Gap Road and Glenroy Mannus Roads, finishing at 
Mannus Lake, as well on a later day, the Courabya 
Road to Rosewood. 
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A full day out was a visit to Burrowa-Pine National 
Park over the border in Victoria, crossing a very full 
Murray River at Jingellic. Each section of the park is 
dominated by massive granite monoliths rising high 
above the Murray River Plain. The drive through the 
tall eucalyptus forest was well worth the long drive. 
Flood damage in the Burrowa section of the park was 
extensive with some creek crossings scoured out 
several feet by the rock rubble coming down. At Bluff 
Falls the track along the creek to the bottom of the 
falls was closed due to flood damage, as were the 
tracks to the top of the falls and the viewing 
platforms. Disappointing but we had a good view of 
the falls from the end of the road. Stopping by a farm 
on the way out of the park we had several sightings 
of birds not seen elsewhere, Peregrine Falcon, New 
Holland Honeyeater & Jacky Winter. 
Finding a wetland proved elusive as Mannus Lake 
was empty, due to the destruction of the dam 2 years 
previously. It is now reverting to a creek. Lake 
Glenroy is dry and grass covered, and a swamp 
along Willigobung Road was reed covered with no 

open water. Bruce & Josh finally found open water on 
a swamp just outside Tooma after most people had 
left for home. 
The feature of the bird life was the number of 
brilliantly coloured Scarlet and Flame Robins we saw 
and the 40, yes 40 Gang-gang Cockatoos Wal saw in 
3 small trees along a street in Tumbarumba, although 
smaller numbers were seen most days quietly 
feeding in the forest. At Tooma 10 Wedge-tailed 
Eagles were seen riding the thermals over the hills 
around the township-no doubt looking for a feed as 
lambing was in progress in the local sheep flocks. 
Crimson Rosellas were seen at all but 1 of the places 
we visited, while Laughing Kookaburras, White-
throated Treecreepers, Superb Fairy-wrens and the 
Australian Raven were seen at all but 2 places. The 
Southern Boobook was heard around camp and the 
Eastern Barn Owl was sighted by a traveller early 
one evening. 
Despite, the at times inclement weather (snow fell on 
the peaks above us on Anzac Day), we had good 
birding and as well, a good time was had by all. 

Bird List for Tumbarumba 
Black Swan Peregrine Falcon Striated Thornbill Pied Currawong 
Australian Shelduck Purple Swamphen Yellow Thornbill Grey Currawong 
Australian Wood Duck Dusky Moorhen Yellow-rumped Thornbill Grey Fantail 
Pacific Black Duck Eurasian Coot Buff-rumped Thornbill Willie Wagtail 
Hardhead Masked Lapwing Brown Thornbill Australian Raven 
Australasian Grebe Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Spotted Pardalote Little Raven 
Common Bronzewing Gang-gang Cockatoo Striated Pardalote Restless Flycatcher 
Crested Pigeon Galah Eastern Spinebill Magpie-lark 
Little Pied Cormorant Little Corella Yellow-faced Honeyeater White-winged Chough 
Great Cormorant Sulphur-crested Cockatoo White-eared Honeyeater Jacky Winter 
Little Black Cormorant Australian King-Parrot Yellow-tufted Honeyeater Scarlet robin 
Australian Pelican Crimson Rosella Fuscous Honeyeater Red-capped Robin 
White-necked Heron Eastern Rosella White-plumed Honeyeater Flame Robin 
Cattle Egret Red-rumped Parrot Red Wattlebird Eastern Yellow Robin 
White-faced Heron Fan-tailed Cuckoo New Holland Honeyeater Silvereye 
Australian White Ibis Southern Boobook White-naped Honeyeater Welcome Swallow 
Straw-necked Ibis Eastern Barn Owl Spotted Quail-thrush Fairy Martin 
Black-shouldered Kite Laughing Kookaburra Eastern Whipbird Tree Martin 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Superb Lyrebird Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Common Blackbird 
Whistling Kite White-throated Treecreeper Crested Shrike-tit Common Starling 
Brown Goshawk Brown Treecreeper Golden Whistler  Red-browed Finch 
Collared Sparrowhawk Satin Bowerbird Grey Shrike-thrush Diamond Firetail 
Spotted Harrier Superb Fairy-wren Dusky Woodswallow House Sparrow 
Wedge-tailed Eagle White-browed Scrubwren Grey Butcherbird Australasian Pipit 
Nankeen Kestrel Weebill Australian Magpie European Goldfinch 
Brown Falcon Western Gerygone   

 
Total Species Recorded:  102 The detailed list for each location we visited is now on IBOC’s web site. 
 

 
  

Eastern yellow Robin Flame Robin male Scarlet Robin m Red-capped Robin m 
Some of the Beautiful Robins Pam Hazelwood managed to Photograph at Tumbarumba 
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THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By Charles Dove 

 
NO BACKYARD BUT …………………………………. 
 
We do have a front yard. Janina and I moved to Primbee 8yrs ago, and knew that a Seagull was a 
Seagull and a Sparrow was a Sparrow, that’s about all the interest we had in birds. We had a very 
quiet and boring life for over 12yrs after we both succumb to different incidences which changed our 
working life into invalid Pensioners, no place to be at such a young age. We were looking for an 
outlet, to give us a life again, so to speak. I had been given a small digital camera for my Birthday 

from my Daughter which started a chain of 
events starting with taking pics of sunsets, 
trees and flowers which I was enjoying. Then 
one day a Spangled Drongo landed on the 
clothesline; what is that bird it looks strange 
with red eyes and a long tail, I contacted my 
brother-in-law who breeds Pigeons and has a 
general interest in birds with books to look 
them up, telling me it was a Drongo it was hard 
to believe him at first, so he said “go on the 
internet and look it up” and yes it was a 
Spangled Drongo. After many months of birds 
coming into our yard like the Superb & 
Variegated Fairy-wrens, Red-browed Finch, 
European Finch, Yellow & Yellow Rumped 

Thornbill and many others, including the Scarlet 
Honeyeater which looked more like a bird from the 
tropics, it was hard to believe we had so many 
different birds and with so many colours. Soon 
realising the Pics of the birds were too small and 
hard to ID I needed more; so we went out and 
purchased a field guide and I started looking 
around at Cameras; after many months I managed 
to get enough money together to go and buy a 
larger Digital Camera with a Zoom Lens. This 
certainly helped me to really see the birds and my 
obsession, with my love for birds and capturing 
their moments began. I was set: but the problem 
is’ it did not fulfil Janina’s problem, so we started 
thinking about doing indoor bowls or bingo but this was difficult to find close to us, my daughter 
Alice suggested we join a walking club, I went on the internet looking for such a club as well as a 
arden club which Janina enjoys as well. 

oes not matter as the company 

e adjacent Big Gum tree 
and up to it’s nest; that was great to see. 

g
 
What did I find; a Website for IBOC and started reading about the activities etc. I was excited I 
showed Janina about all the walks and camps, this sounded great, so without hesitation we 
contacted the club and went on our first walk with the club to Brokers Nose and it was explained 
that this would be the most difficult walk the club would do! ‘OK’ we settled with that, even though 
many years down the track we have come across a lot worse, but it d
and sites certainly overcome any difficulty we have traversing these. 
After many years and over 100 species in our yard, if I could not wo
send a Pic out on an Email to members of IBOC and the response 
was amazing, with a number of different responses, so continually 
learning what they are is great as well as very informative and to 
share my “Birds in our Backyard” with so many others is a great 
experience. We had one small incident with a New Holland 
Honeyeater chic falling out of the tree into our yard and we had to 
rescue it from the dogs and placed it on a branch in our 
Bottlebrush, the Mother kept on coming down to feed the chic and 
it eventually had a enough strength to climb higher then managed 
to make its way up and crossed over to th

rk out what they were, I would 
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Looking out from our front yard we see a Casuarina Forest and the Illawarra lake which provides 
many species of birds that do not necessarily land in ones front yard, especially all the Raptors, 
White-bellied Sea Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Whistling Kite, Brown & Grey Goshawks Peregrine 
Falcon, Collared Sparrowhawk and the Hobby, a walk across the road; and it is across the road 
means you come across an even larger variety of species, which includes many waders as well as 
the forest birds; really great and I could not ask for more. Even had the Powerful Owl across the 
road for a few days, but could not manage a good photo. 
 
I still take scenery, sunsets, insects and just about most things of interest I come across.  
 

   

   
 

 
 

Be inspired……………………..  
Keep the Stories going….. Send in your story of your own backyard garden and the birds 

PLEASE even a few paragraphs is OK 
 

 

 
 

 
POWERFUL OWL PROJECT 
BirdLife Australia’s Birds in Backyards 
program is continuing and expanding its 
Powerful Owl project based on a pilot 
program run last year. The project will 
help us to understand important new 
information about the status, distribution, 

site fidelity, breeding success and habitat 
requirements of these large forest owls in 
the Sydney region. This information will 
ultimately inform conservation measures 
for this threatened species. 
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The project is again looking for interested 
members of the public to help us find out 
more about these birds. Volunteers within 
the Sydney region are being sought to 
become Owl Observers and participate in 
surveys. Owl Observers will check in on a 
breeding pair of Powerful Owls near them 
and report back regularly on what is 
happening at the nest. Owl Observers do 
not need to monitor at night (although 
some dusk visits may be needed). 

 
The project is also looking for sightings of 
Powerful Owls from Kiama to Newcastle 
and west to the Blue Mountains. To find 
out more, submit a sighting (please 
include where, when and anything 
interesting) or to register as an Owl 
Observer please visit our website 
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/surveys/
Powerful-Owl-Project or email us directly 
at powerfulowl@birdlife.org.au . 

 
I look forward to hearing back from you in relation to the project. 
 
Kind regards 
Dave 
 
David Bain | Powerful Owl Project Officer 
BSc (Hons), Phd 

 
BirdLife Australia 
BirdLife Australia Discovery Centre, 1 Jamieson St, Sydney Olympic Park, NSW 2127 
M 0421337545 | T 02 96471875  
david.bain@birdlife.org.au | birdlife.org.au 
ABN 75 149 124 744 

 

Colour the key to new bird species 
The more colours you have the quicker you evolve - if 
you're a bird.  

Australian scientists have confirmed a 1950s theory 
about the evolution of birds. They found bird species 
with many colours in their plumage evolved into new 
species at a faster rate than those sporting one colour 

olve into new species faster," Dr Stuart-Fox said.  

form.  

Dr Devi Stuart-Fox from the University of Melbourne's 
Zoology Department yesterday said the finding would 
make it easier to understand the processes that led to biodiversity.  "We've basically found 
that species with these different colour forms that co-exist generate new species faster, or 
they ev

The scientists examined five bird families which had a high proportion of colour 
polymorphism and data from birdwatchers and geneticists gathered over 25 years.  

The Gouldian Finch and Australia Grey Goshawk are examples of species which have several 
colours.  

"We used a lot of genetic data to test this idea and found that the prediction that was made 
more than 60 years ago was in fact true," Dr Stuart-Fox said.  "The different colour forms 
are a catalyst for the evolution of different species." 

Illawarra Mercury 11 May 2012                                                             Submitted by Chris Cartledge 

 
   

 

SALE 
Winter is approaching and we have three large size club fleeces for sale at $30   

each. Available at the library table on meeting nights. 
 

 
 

mailto:david.bain@birdlife.org.au
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Australia’s ‘twitterverse’ explored 

Modern storytellers share the early settlers' fascination with birds.  (This is a précis of a review 
by John Huxley – Spectrum SMH 29 Apr 12). 

Now here's a treat for a twitcher: a pretty package of three books markedly different in size and 
scope, perspective and production date, yet each in its own way celebrating the birds of 
Australia.  

Nest: The Art of Birds - Janine Burke.  Allen & Unwin, 183pp, $32.99. 

As Janine Burke proclaims at the outset, "We tend to take birds for granted, in the landscape or 
in our neighbourhoods. The presence of birds communicates the health of a place. When they're 
gone, it's as though there's a hole in the sky."  

A Steady Hand: Governor Hunter & His First Fleet Sketchbook - Linda Groom.  National 
Library of Australia, 229pp, $49.95. 

As Linda Groom explains in A Steady Hand, it was with wonderment and fascination that John 
Hunter, the second governor of NSW, approached his self-appointed task of recording the birds, 
flowers and people he encountered. Indeed, he was overawed. "It would require the pencil of an 
able limner [illuminator of manuscripts] to give a stranger an idea of the parrot tribe ... 
cloathed [sic] with the most beautiful plumage that can be conceived," he said. 

Mr J. W. Lewin: Painter & Naturalist – Richard Neville.  New South, 272pp, $39.99 

As Richard Neville explains in Mr J. W. Lewin: Painter & Naturalist, Lewin was an accomplished 
author, illustrator, printmaker and naturalist.   

Neville, the Mitchell librarian at the State Library of NSW, says that "He struggled at first".   "It 
was as if looking at the region, which he didn't find easy at first, triggered some creative 
response to nature that caused him to suddenly abandon the conventions of his training.”  
"Alone in NSW and without a supporting milieu of naturalists and artists, Lewin developed an 
aesthetic that was at once fresh and completely unlike the typical specimen style of a bird 
profiled on a generic stump or branch." 

Submitted by Chris Cartledge 
A YOUNG GANNET’S GOOSE IS COOKED                                                                                               
Mike Morphett 
Mid-April Carol and I hosted good, long-standing 
friends of ours from Kent on their fourth visit over 
here. Friday the thirteenth we took them along two 
short sections of the six-kilometre Kiama Coastal 
Walking Track, mainly to take in two popular vistas: 
Cathedral Rocks and Rangoon Island, rated 9th and 
43rd out of 100 best views in Australia in the 
Australian Traveller (4/4/12). 
 In fine weather conditions we headed off from the 
boat ramp towards Minnamurra Point and stopped 
to watch people enjoying recreational activities on 
and beside the river. Behind us we spotted 
something lying in the long grass, which raised our 

curiosity. It was then apparent it was something 
dead. A bird. With webbed feet. Pointed wings. 
Tapered tail. But no head. No evidence yet of 
decomposition; just a clean cut across the neck. 
What could it be? How did it come to be there, 
away from water? We had a good look at its 
markings (what Graham Pizzey described as ‘salt-
and-pepper’) front and back and concluded it was a 
young Australasian gannet. But how did it end up 
this way? We conjured up various possible 
scenarios: a misjudged plunge-dive, entangled in a 
fishing net, a sea-eagle’s victim, head removed by 
a human as a macabre form of trophy. 

 

  
The scientific nomenclature for this species is Morus 
serrator, deriving from the Greek moros, meaning 
silly, foolish, and the Latin serrator, a sawyer. The 

former alludes to the tame and confiding behaviour 
of gannets and boobies, allowing themselves to be 
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easily caught for food or sport; the latter to their 
saw-edged bills for seizing fish and squid. 
In his diary for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
1769 aboard the Endeavour, Sir Joseph Banks 
recorded that several gannets were killed near the 
Three Kings Islands, north of North Island, New 
Zealand (where the Maori name for the bird is 
Takapu) and eaten by the crew: “Our goose pie was 
eaten with great approbation; in the evening all 
hands were as drunk as our forefathers used to be 
upon like occasions”.  
‘Gannet’ hails from Old English ganot, meaning 
gander, male goose. This species was originally 
classified as a goose. Colloquially, it denotes a 
person who eats to excess. I recall from my ship 
stewarding days the term was used out of hearing 
for passengers who consumed all or most of the 
items on the restaurant menu.  
About 40 miles in the Atlantic Ocean north of the 
Isle of Lewis in the Outer Hebrides stands a small 
rocky island called Sula Sgeir, derived from two Old 
Norse words meaning goose rock. It is a nature 
reserve and a breeding colony for an estimated 
9000 pairs of northern gannets (Morus bassana) 
and other seabird species. “The ile is full of wild 
fowls,” wrote Donald Munro, Archdeacon of the 
Isles, back in 1549. And so traditionally for about 
500 years  small groups of men from small villages 
in Ness at the northern tip of Lewis have made 
annual trips, usually late August and in hazardous 
conditions, across to the skerry to harvest young 
gannets. There they sleep in stone shelters, called 
bothies, originally built by monks, and nowadays 

housing many an earwig. Each weighing about nine 
pounds, the birds are noosed, given a sharp blow to 
the head, plucked, quartered, salted, put in bags or 
barrels and brought back to Ness, primarily for local 
consumption, where the ‘guga’ (Gaelic for the 
young gannet) is regarded as a culinary delicacy, 
when served with ‘tatties’ and milk. Outsiders tend 
to differ in their opinion. In 2005 celebrity chef 
Gordon Ramsay visited Lewis to review this dish, 
that was once served to sixteenth century Scottish 
kings, and considered it a “strange taste...between 
duck and mackerel”.  On the grounds of cruelty and 
suffering, some conservationists and animal welfare 
campaigners have sought a ban on the culling, 
comparing it to seal-hunting and whaling, but  the 
Niseach tradition has survived, thanks to an 
exemption from the 1954 UK law banning seabird-
hunting by way of a special licence from the 
Scottish Government. The Ness community 
maintains the guga is an important source of 
essential nutrients, including vitamin D, and a 
mainstay, particularly when fish stocks are depleted 
and crops fail. 
The gannet has an estimated life span of between 
25 and 40 years and is among the longest living of 
seabirds. Our decapitated bird was denied that 
distinction, whatever the cause of its demise. After 
researching humans’ impact on the Sulidae family, 
I thought it would be tempting, but in bad taste, to 
concoct a story about the arrival of guga hunters in 
this district and the renaming of Rangoon Island to 
Rank Goose Island. 

 
 

On a cheerier note, we then enjoyed watching two 
gannets, an adult and an immature, coursing the 
coastline and making the occasional spectacular 
dive. Returning from the point, we were amused to 
see an Australian raven fly across the field with a 
golf-ball in its bill, place it near the cliff edge, and 
then head back in the direction of Minnamurra Golf 
Course. Also, some distance apart, two white-faced 
herons were stalking through the grass, 
presumably for grasshoppers or skinks. 
After short walks round The Boneyard, Gerringong 
and Gerroa, we reached Shoalhaven Heads as the 
sun was beginning its descent behind Mount 
Coolangatta. Pelicans and silver gulls were starting 
to lose interest when fish-cleaning operation at the 
boat ramp was winding down. Just time enough for 
John and me to head towards Comerong Island. On 
the mudflats four pied oystercatchers took off to 
keep a safe distance from us. A lone great egret 
followed suit, but then appeared to change its 
mind, coming towards us and walking slowly 
through shallow water in search of possibly its last 
meal of the day, giving its neck vertebrae a good 
workout. Nearby a Willie Wagtail flitted over 
stranded weed at the river’s edge to stir up insects. 

Soon after our return home well into night, the 
hooting of a pair of powerful owls in Flanagans 
Creek forested area rounded off a most memorable 
day for us. 
Postscript: Three weeks later I revisited 
Minnamurra to satisfy my curiosity: to see if I could 
find a cache-clutch of golf-balls in the area where 
the raven had deposited a ball. My search by 
wading through matted kikuyu and stunted two-
veined hickory trees proved unsuccessful. Ravens, 
in groups of up to six, periodically circled over the 
hillside, particularly the old quarry, and seemed to 
enjoy cruising round on thermals. At ground level 
the two herons had paired up, and it was good to 
see Richard’s pipits scurrying along the grassy 
tracks. The young gannet’s carcass was out in the 
open, but unrecognisable, having been plundered 
and scattered. I picked up two wing feathers; 
despite having been on dry land all this time, they 
still had a distinctly sea-salt smell. Over the water 
there were no gannets to be seen. Like Brown’s 
cows, straggling flocks of silver gulls rose and 
dipped along the coastline, all heading south; in the 
same direction as a pair of sooty oystercatchers, 
which seemed to have more urgency in their flight. 
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The book launch of Leon Fuller's WOLLONGONG'S NATIVE TREES was  a well attended affair.  IBOC was 
well represented by attendance  on the night .  Jack Baker and Chris Brandis were acknowledged for 
bringing the section on birds up to date and some of Charles Doves exceptional bird photos have been 
used to illustrate the chapter. 

The wonderful  colour photography by Byron McGregor-Cawthorne of trees and  environment throughout 
this edition  makes identification so much easier. Sue McGregor, well known to many of us for her  interest 
in the environment and restoration work, was an excited surprise visitor on the evening. 

Leon Fuller is to be congratulated for his tenacity in producing this most enjoyable resource.  

Should you need a gift for family or friends this  Third Edition is a recommended purchase for any local 
person concerned about our environment and the identification of local species .   

Val Dolan   

 
 

 

  

     

Pics from the 
 

Tumbarumba  
 

Camp 
 

Courtesy Puffins 

 
 
Some nice Birds from Terry Edwell– Beautiful Firetail @ Barren Grounds –     Glossy Black @ Box Vale Track –                      Bird of Paradise Fly a Scale Insect  
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I was fascinated to watch the  
little Thornbills. 

They wedge their bottoms 
into a twig and use their feet 
like hands to hold the leaves 

so they can get the bugs. 
 

 This photo shows one doing 
just that. I saw it happen 
many times but this is the 

clearest photo of it. 
 

 
 

By Pam Hazelwood 

 
Kookaburra back yard black magic 
 
Malcolm Holland The Daily Telegraph May 11, 2012 12:00AM  
One of the rare black kookaburras in Sydney / Pic: John Grainger Source: The Daily Telegraph 
EVEN the Currawongs and Cockatoos were confused when the strange dark birds started appearing in 
Deborah Winfield's suburban Sydney backyard. 
"They sort of did a double take, staring at them, agitated, as if they were thinking, 'What are they, 
what's going on here?' and I was thinking the same thing," Ms 
Winfield said yesterday. 
"They looked like Kookaburras but were covered in beautiful 
glossy black feathers so I got on the net and it turns out they are 
Kookaburras." 
Australian Museum naturalist Martyn Robinson said: " It's the 
result of a genetic mutation called hyper-melanism - an excess 
production of dark pigmentation and a similar, but opposite, 
mutation to albinism. 
"Not a lot is known about them but it appears it might be more 
common in young kookaburras and that they might change back 
to almost normal colouration on their first moult." 
 
And that's where the story of the visitors, who appeared two 
weeks ago, gets even more strange. 
"The first Black Kookaburra was a young one and turned up with two normal-looking ones, then two 
adult Black Kookaburras started appearing as well," Ms Winfield said. 
"Now the younger black bird is actually getting darker, not lighter, and it only appears and stays with 
the two older black ones, and we even have a fourth darker kookaburra, but not as dark as the others, 
turning up too." 
One of the rare Black Kookaburras in Sydney / Pic: John Grainger Source: The Daily Telegraph 
 

Submitted by Pam Hazelwood 
 
Members Sightings  April - May 2012      
Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Darryl Goldrick 
 

SPECIES No. DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 
Emerald Dove 1 17.05.12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 
Bar-shouldered Dove 5 15.04.12 Farmborough Heights Grassland Chris Blatch 
Whistling Kite  16.05.12 Macquarie Rivulet O'head IBOC 
Grey Goshawk 1 Wh Ph 27.04.12 Bellawongarah Overhead R & D Stadus 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 3 5.04.12 Farmborough Heights Overhead Chris Blatch 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 4 22.05.12 Bellawongarah O'head Ralph Stadus 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher 4 13.04.12 Shoalhaven Heads Mudflat Mike Morphett 
Black-fronted Dotterel  16.05.12 Macquarie Rivulet Foreshore IBOC 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo  20.05.12 Box Vale Track  Woodland IBOC 
Little Corella  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
Eastern Rosella  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
Powerful Owl 2 13.04.12 Excelsior Mine Site Rainforest Mike Morphett 
Eastern Barn Owl 1 15.04.12 Kiama Downs Garden Eucalyptus Craig Scott 
Sacred Kingfisher 1 11.05.12 Jamberoo Residential Betty Hudson 
Superb Lyrebird  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
White-throated Treecreeper Numerous 20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
Southern Emu-wren  16.05.12 Macquarie Rivulet Riparian IBOC 
Rockwarbler  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
White-browed Scrubwren  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
Brown Gerygone  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
Spotted Pardalote  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
White-eared Honeyeater  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
Bell Miner  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
Crested Shrike-tit  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
Grey Shrike-thrush  16.05.12 Macquarie Rivulet Riparian IBOC 
Grey Butcherbird  16.05.12 Macquarie Rivulet Riparian IBOC   
Scarlet Robin  20.05.12 Box Vale Track Woodland IBOC 
Rose Robin 1 14.04.12 W'gong Botanic Gardens Rainforest Mike Morphett 
Bassian Thrush 2 12.04.12 Mt Kembla Ring Track Rainforest Mike Morphett 
Red-browed Finch  16.05.12 Macquarie Rivulet Riparian IBOC 

 
Copyright 2012 All rights reserved. 

While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in it 
and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  



Brown Cuckoo-Dove
Macropygia amboinensis 

Description: 

Similar species: 

Distribution: 

Habitat: 

Scientific Name: 
Atlas Number: 29

The Brown Cuckoo-Dove is a large brown pigeon 
of rainforests, with a very long, tapering tail. There 
is a pale streak below the blue-grey eye and a red 
eye-ring. The female has a brighter chestnut cap 
and a scaly pattern on the breast. The legs and feet 

are red. Their flight is strong and graceful, usually 
low among the trees. This species is also known as 
the Brown, Pheasant or Large-tailed Pigeon.

The large size and graduated tail distinguishes the 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove from any other pigeon in the 
region.

The Brown Cuckoo-Dove is found throughout 
north-eastern and eastern Queensland, including 
off-shore islands, and eastern coastal areas of 
New South Wales. Its range is expanding down the 
coast of New South Wales. This species is also 
found from the Philippines, south through Borneo 
to Sumatra, through the Moluccas and Sulawesi to 
New Guinea.

This is a pigeon of rainforests and wet sclerophyll 
forest, particularly at the forest edges, along 
creeks and rivers. Brown Cuckoo-Doves are often 
found in regrowth along roads, in clearings and in 
weedy areas like lantana.
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Club’s Aim: 
To join together people 
with a common interest 
who wish to further their 

knowledge and 
enjoyment of the bird life 

around them.

                              photo by Terry Edwell                                                               Jamberoo NSW      

Seasonal movements: 

Feeding:

Breeding: 

No large-scale seasonal movement, but move locally 
in search of fruit.

 
Brown Cuckoo-Doves feed on fruit, berries and seeds 

from a variety of rainforest trees, shrubs and vines. 

They usually feed in the trees in the early morning and 

the late afternoon, often hanging upside down to 

reach fruit. They come to the ground to drink and to 

eat grit. They can digest very hard seeds.

Brown Cuckoo-Doves nest in rainforest trees, shrubs 

and the tops of vines and ferns, with the nest being a 

scanty collection of twigs and sticks placed sideways 

on a branch. The young are covered with long thick 

down when first hatched. Both parents share the 

incubation and care of the young.

information courtesy of   http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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Club Meeting:    Monday  9th July 2012 
7.30pm at Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way Fairy 
Meadow. 
 
A presentation by Bob Ashford-  'Birding in Bhutan'  
Bob has birded since he was knee high to a Common Swift and honed his skills around the 
mud flats and sewage farms of the UK. During his school years he happily slaved away as a 
volunteer at RSPB reserves before travelling and birding many parts of the world. He is a 
recreational birder not an expert ornithologist. He still enjoys birdwatching and leads the 
occasional trip around the South Coast. In 1980 he first visited Bhutan and made several 
trips until 1984. He returned again in April this year. Bhutan had changed in many ways 
but the birds were just as exciting.  

Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting. 
 

Midweek Walk:                              Wednesday 11th July 2012 
Wiseman Park:            Leader Ted Simpson 
Meet at 9-0 clock near the tennis courts at the end of Vickory St. off Gipps Rd, Gwynne 
Ville. As the park is a small area, after walking around it we will carry on along the creek. 
Bring morning tea. 
Contact No. Ted. 0425121221.  

 
Monthly Outing:                              Saturday 14th July 2012                      
Bargo Gorge                                                                                   Leader Betty Hudson. 
Meet at 9.00am at the junction of Avon Dam Road & Arina Road Bargo.  Travel from 
Wollongong via Picton road and then south along the Hume Hwy towards Goulburn. Take 
the Bargo exit, turn right and immediately right again where we will meet. From here we 
will drive to the start of the walk. Bring a carry lunch and morning tea. Bring a warm top 
layer in case it is cold. 
Please note that there is no off ramp from the Hume Hwy if travelling north from 
Mittagong. You will need to travel along the Old Hume Hwy and then 
Remembrance Drive to Bargo, crossing the railway on the outskirts of Bargo to 
turn right on to the Avon Dam Road. The walk will finish around 2.00pm. 
Contact Betty Hudson ph. 4236 0307 or mobile 0432 892 945 

 
Committee Meeting -         Monday 16th July 2012  
The next committee meeting is at 7.30 pm at the home of Charles & Janina Dove, 2/39 
Purry Burry Avenue, Primbee. 0417 422 302 
Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting. 

 
Newsletter –  
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 24th July. Email 
contributions to Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 Purry Burry Avenue, 
Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

 
 

 
 

            IBOC has pleasure in welcoming all our New members  
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REPORT FOR CLUB MEETING     11th June 2012 -                                                             Alan Cousins 
Our speaker for this month was our renowned parrot expert Walter Boles. Most of us will remember 
his fascinating presentation last year concerning the Night Parrot. This presentation was no 
exception and was entitled "Mysterious Parrots" followed by an Aboriginal bird name quiz. 
Parrots have been part of history for many years and the first parrot to be seen in Europe was taken 
there by Alexander the Great in c327BC and the first reference to parrots was recorded in 397BC, in 
these early years parrots were treasured birds. 
References are noted in:  
Africa 1550 and by: 
Gerard Mercator 1567 
Francis Willoughby 1678 
Sydney Parkinson 1770 
Australia was also known as the "Land of the Parrots" 
Mysterious Parrots are divided into three categories: 
1) Some extinct - were known to be. 
2) Bones and sub-fossils - identified by bones and sub-fossils. 
3) Hypothetical - May have been but no evidence exists. 
Parrots were traded between islands in the lndies so their actual place of origin cannot be 
substantiated. There is a long list of parrots in danger of extinction due to loss of habitat etc 
(Australia is probably one of the prime candidates for this honour). Walter had some fascinating 
slide prints of parrots, some were painted/drawn long ago and the birds are either unrecognisable or 
extinct (some of John Lewin's paintings recently on show at the State Library prove this point as he 
painted some in England from dead specimens sent over from Australia which were hard to identify 
but fascinating and some very odd looking but those he painted from live specimens whilst he was in 
Australia are recognisable) Parrots are considered to be extinct if they have not been seen for 50 
years. This interesting and informative presentation was followed by a quiz in which the audience 
was shown a bird and its current name and asked whether it was an Aboriginal name or not. Very 
few of our answers were correct but it proved to be an educational as well as humorous exercise. 
Many thanks Walter - what can you come up with next? 

Midweek Walk— Mangerton 13-06-2012                                                                    Robin Cashman 
 
It was the waifs and strays, 8 of us, who MIGHT have been 
sporting with the rare birds of Bowra, who gathered in 
threatening rain for a walk in Mangerton Park. 
We were warned that gumboots would be useful, but mine are 
so heavy that I could see myself sunk irretrievably in the mud - 
so I did without. 
We were met by Lyn Cavanagh, leader of the landcare group, 
whose members are making a determined onslaught on the 
ferocious weeds.  She assured us that no leeches lurk there, 
or ticks!  Does anyone know why not? So, what's a bit of mud 
then! 
 John commented that initially it looked like "slim pickings", but 
Lyn had said that plenty of birds lived in the park, so we 
ventured onwards in faith. 

 
We wasted a lot of time trying to spot the whip birds, teasing us 
unmercifully so close but so invisible. Stomping on under a tall dark 
canopy, we arrived at a mown slope behind some houses, and as we 
peered down into the vegetation, it was on for one and all!  
EasternYellow Robins sat yards from our noses on branches and tree 
trunks, Lewin's Honeyeaters bustled about in the foliage and raced 
off to elsewhere and back, so did Eastern Spinebills. Superb Fairy-
wrens and Red-browed Finches flitted, Brown Gerygones, Pardalotes 
(spotted and striated), Grey Fantails, and Brown Thornbills added to 
the fun. 
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Morning tea was taken in the playground, where Rupert had a swing, and then came the rain, so after a slightly 
faster walk back along the track, we went our separate ways. Thanks Ted for taking us - it was the sort of place you 
could take some sustenance and a chair, and just sit - the birds will come to you! 
                        
Bird List for Midweek- Mangerton 13-06-2012                 21 species 
Peregrine Falcon Brown Gerygone New Holland Honeyeater Grey Fantail 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Brown Thornbill Eastern Whipbird Eastern Yellow Robin 
Rainbow Lorikeet Spotted Pardalote Golden Whistler E-race Red-browed Finch 
Laughing Kookaburra Striated Pardalote Australasian Figbird  
Superb Fairy-wren Eastern Spinebill Australian Magpie  
White-browed Scrubwren Lewin's Honeyeater Pied Currawong  

photos by Charles Dove 
 

 
Monthly Outing – Cascades & Clover Hill Sunday 17th June 2012                 Terry Edwell
Sunday was a beautiful day after all the rain the day before.  We started our walk at the bottom of 
Macquarie Pass where a lot of work has been done since I was last there.  There are good stairs and 
a viewing platform and a decent track to the waterfall.   There 
were not many birds and it was a very cold as the sun had not 
reached the track yet.  The trees are very tall and there is a lot 
of lantana cleared away.  It is sad for all the little birds that use 
it for protection.  On coming back to the clearing we had good 
sightings of a Fan-tailed Cuckoo that sat on a tall tree branch in 
the sun.   We then crossed over the road to the other side 
where the sun was out to warm us up and we saw a pair of 
Bassian Thrushes busy hunting for their breakfast. 
 
We then travelled up the Pass a couple of kilometres to start the walk to Clover Hill.   Again it was 
cold and windy in places, but this didn’t stop all the Lyrebirds calling. They were all the way along 
the track and it was a delight to hear all the different bird calls resounding through the bush.  As we 
continued on we saw quite a few little birds. They are so busy, it 
is very hard to identify them, but some of us managed to. At 
the end of the track we saw Red -browed Finches and a 
beautiful Golden Whistler.  We Turned to retrace our steps and 
an Olive-backed Oriole was seen, a first for one of our 
members. 
There was once an old house near the end of the track, but 
there is no sign of it now.  It seemed a long walk back so it 
must have been very lonely living there years ago.   It was an 
enjoyable day and thank you to Alan and Anne for leading the 
walk.  It is wonderful to be able to walk in our beautiful bush. 
 

Eleven Members Attended 
Bird List Outing- Macquarie Pass – 17/06/2012                           27 species 
Australian White Ibis White-throated Treecreeper Brown Thornbill Grey Fantail 
Straw-necked Ibis Superb Fairy-wren Lewin's Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 
Australian King-parrot Southern Emu-wren Golden Whistler e-race Welcome Swallow 
Crimson Rosella Yellow-throated Scrubwren Grey Shrike-thrush Bassian Thrush 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo White-browed Scrubwren Olive-backed Oriole Red-browed Finch 
Laughing Kookaburra Brown Gerygone Australian Magpie  
Superb Lyrebird Striated Thornbill Pied Currawong Silvereye 

                 
 

 

 

THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By Could be YOU 

 
Be inspired……………………..  

Keep the Stories going….. Send in your story of your own backyard garden and the birds 
PLEASE even a few paragraphs is OK 
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Birdlife Australia – Events List 
Travelling around?  Going interstate?  For a list of forthcoming birding events around Australia visit 
Birdlife Australia’s website and click on ‘What’s On – View all events’ or go to 
http://www.birdlife.org.au/events   There is also a direct link on the IBOC website ‘Bird Links’ page. 
 

 
One of the world's loveliest herons, the Great White Egret, has nested in Britain for the first time, 
as new bird species continue to move here from the south, perhaps because of the warming 
climate. 
A pair of the elegant, Long-necked and Long-legged Waterbirds – a century ago, persecuted for 
their snow-white feathers which were used in women's hats – has set up home in the Avalon 
marshes near Glastonbury in Somerset, and the nest site, deep in a reed bed, is being monitored 
around the clock. 
Activity on the site strongly suggests the birds may already have young and conservationists hope 
to confirm this soon, thus proving that.  
 

 

 
 

8th Australasian Shorebird Conference 
"The Role of Science in the Conservation of Shorebirds" 
Napier Building, University of Adelaide, South Australia, 29/30 September 2012 
The theme for the 8th Australasian Shorebird Conference is the Role of Science in the Conservation of 
Shorebirds. However papers may be presented on any aspect of shorebird research especially relating to the 
East Asian Australasian Flyway. 
Conference Registration 
Registration is encouraged and is open to anyone interested in the study and conservation of shorebirds. To 
avoid disappointment please register early. 
Call for abstracts of papers or posters 
Abstracts, of no more than 200 words, should be sent to the Conference organisers as soon as possible with a 
title, author(s) and affiliation(s). The closing date for all abstracts is 30 June 2012. 
 
Australasian Shorebird Conferences are held every two years at a time and location to focus on local issues and 
to provide the best opportunity for attendees to see shorebirds at key shorebird sites in the company with local 
experts, as well as to hear about the latest research and developments in Australia and the wider East Asian 
Australasian Flyway. 
The conference organisers endeavour to encourage researchers from other countries in the Flyway. However 
opportunities for financial assistance to attend the ASC is limited and is available only to students, or 
researchers in South East Asia, that demonstrate a need for financial assistance after the receipt of an abstract. 
For further information or to apply for funding assistance please contact the Conference Convenor:  

Paul Wainwright 
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Protected native birds released on 
Hauraki Gulf Islands  

Tuesday, 19 June, 2012 - 12:37 
A milestone in re-establishing The Whitehead (Popokotea) in the Auckland region has been achieved with the 
release of the protected native bird on two pest-free islands in the heart of Auckland. 

Whiteheads disappeared from the Auckland mainland in the 1880s, driven 
out by rats, stoats and the loss of native forest. They are being restored to 
the region and the release of 50 Whiteheads on pest-free Motutapu and 
Motuihe islands on Sunday June 17 means these birds are now just 30 
minutes by ferry from downtown Auckland. The Whiteheads were captured 
on pest-free Little Barrier Island (Hauturu) and held in temporary aviaries. 
They were placed in transport boxes and flown to Motuihe and Motutapu 
islands by helicopter. Thirty Whiteheads were released on Motutapu and 
20 on Motuihe. The transfer was carried out by the Department of 
Conservation (DOC) in partnership with the Motuihe Trust and the 
Motutapu Restoration Trust and in consultation with local Kiwi. The 20 
Whiteheads released on Motuihe, were released into native forest planted 
by volunteers organised by the Motuihe Trust. Motuihe Trust chairperson 
John Laurence is thrilled to have Whiteheads on Motuihe. "They're a 
welcome addition to the Tuatara, Little Spotted Kiwi, Kakariki, Bellbirds, Saddleback or Tieke and other native 
wildlife we've released onto the island since it was made pest free in 2005." Thirty Whiteheads released into 
native forest planted on Motutapu by Motutapu Restoration Trust volunteers. Motutapu Restoration Trust 
chair Chris Fletcher says there's plenty of room on Motutapu and Rangitoto for a large Whitehead population. 
"We've been adding to the wildlife on these islands since they were declared pest-free last year and are 
looking forward to having flocks of lively Whitehead for the public to enjoy." Rangitoto and Motutapu were 
declared pest free in August last year. Since then three threatened birds - Takahc, Tieke (saddleback) and 
Shore Plover - and two freshwater native species with declining populations - Koura (freshwater crayfish) and 
Redfin Bullies - have been released on Motutapu. Tieke were also released on Rangitoto. Tieke (saddleback), 
captured on Little Barrier Island over the same period as the Whiteheads, were also released on Rangitoto 
and Motutapu. Ten were released on Rangitoto and 10 on Motutapu, joining Tieke transported from pest-free 
Tiritiri Matangi Island last year. The new arrivals from Little Barrier will increase the genetic diversity of the 
Tieke population on Rangitoto and Motutapu. Tieke were almost wiped out by ship rats, stoats and feral cats. 
By 1964 the population of North Island Tieke had been reduced to 500 living on Hen Island in Northland. 
They were saved from extinction by being moved onto pest-free islands. Today North Island Tieke live on 15 
islands. The Tieke released onto Rangitoto and Motutapu last year began producing chicks just 10 weeks 
after their release. DOC Auckland Area manager Jonathan Miles says creating a genetically robust, self-
sustaining Tieke population on Rangitoto and Motutapu is another step in securing the future of these noted 
songbirds. "Having removed the animal pests we're now able to use these islands to bring our unique wildlife 
to the heart of our largest city." 

Further information on Rangitoto and Motutapu islands- 

Rangitoto is the largest and youngest of the volcanic cones and craters in Auckland. It erupted from the sea in 
a series of dramatic explosions around 600 years ago. Rangitoto has no soil but out of its black volcanic rock 
grows the world's largest Pohutukawa Forest and more than 250 other native trees and plants. A short bridge 
joins Rangitoto to neighbouring Motutapu. Motutapu was one of the first places settled by Maori when they 
arrived in Aotearoa about 800 years ago. Maori were living on the island when Rangitoto erupted. European 
settlers began farming Motutapu in the 1840s, clearing the native forest. 

The Motutapu Restoration Trust began restoring the native forest on Motutapu in 1994. They have 
established a nursery and have planted more than 400,000 native trees creating a home for the wildlife 
released since Motutapu and Rangitoto were declared free of animal pests on August 27, 2011. A number of 
native birds have returned to Rangitoto and Motutapu on their own since the pests were removed. Bellbirds 
(Korimako) and Kakariki have flown from pest-free Motuihe and Rakino islands, and are now breeding on 
Motutapu and Rangitoto. Pateke and Spotless Crakes have also been seen on the islands 

Whitehead and Yellowhead
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Richard Branson bringing native birds back to 
Virgin Islands 
Billionaire philanthropist says the reintroduction of 3 bird species marks the first time they've 
been seen on the island chain in more than 100 years.              Fri, Jun 15 2012  

 

Photo: Charlie Smith/Virgin  

While Richard Branson works to rebuild his fire-damaged home on Necker Island in the Caribbean, he's also 
lending a hand to reintroducing native birds that once dominated the landscape.  
In a recent blog entry, the 61-year-old explained how he's working to rebuild populations of Scarlet Ibis, 
the Flamingo, and the Roseate Spoonbill. All three have not been seen in the British Virgin Islands for 100-
150 years.  
"We have had fantastic success with the Flamingos, with 70 young ones born this year," he writes. "The 
Scarlet Ibis, one of the most beautiful birds in the world, is also doing fantastically — we had our first baby 
born recently." 
"This is the first Scarlet Ibis born in the British Virgin Islands for over 100 years," he continues. "They are 
completely different colour to their parents, which I suspect is so they are not so noticeable to predators 
when they are young. They turn the incredible scarlet colour after a couple of years." 
All three species were either hunted or pushed to extinction in the region due to human development and 
loss of habitat.  
So far, Branson's plan has drawn a lot more praise than the Lemur relocation idea he proposed — and then 
shelved — last year. The businessman was going to offer up his 120-acre Moskito Island as a sanctuary for 
the threatened species, but received flak from some conservation experts.  
"I do think it's a bad idea ... we have experience over and over and over again that when you transplant 
organisms from one part of the Earth to another part of the Earth, the results are usually bad," Anne D. 
Yoder, a Lemur expert and director of the Duke Lemur Centre in North Carolina, told Reuters.  
Other species that Branson is currently working to reintroduce in the Caribbean include the Stout Iguana, 
White-cheeked Pintail (a type of duck), Crested Anole (a reptile), and Red-footed Tortoises.  

 

 

The Rose Breasted Cockatoo 
 
Don’t ever call me a bloody Galah, it’s a thing you might live to rue, 
I’m no Galah, me name is Ralph, the rose breasted cockatoo. 
I think I’d like to find the ‘Galah’, that gave me that awful name, 
‘Spotting him’ would be a delight and he’d never look quite the same. 
As a cockatoo, I’m no show-off – I don’t have that sulphur crest, 
And I don’t have those beady Corella eyes, as a looker I’m the best. 
My colours are pastel, rose and grey. I’m not offensively white, 
And when me and me mates go grazing, we are a wonderful sight. 
There’s Galah’s in all our Parliaments, billionaire Miners too, 
But none of these lay claim to be – a rose breasted cockatoo, 
There is one thing that worries me, it causes me lack of sleep, 
If we’re named after these Galahs, I get depressed and want to sleep, 
So don’t you ever call me a Galah, it’s a name you should eschew, 
For I’m no Galah, me name is Ralph – The Rose Breasted Cockatoo 
 
 
Bigruss April 2012 

 
 
 
 

 

Nola & Laurie  
Williams 

had an 
unusual 

sighting of a 
White 

Barred-tailed Godwit 
this bird at Lemon 
Tree Passage Port 

Stephens 
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Members Sightings May - June 2012      
Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Darryl Goldrick 
 
SPECIES NUMBER DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 
White-headed Pigeon 4 03-Jun-12 Jamberoo Oval Paul Nesbit 
White-necked Heron 1 19-Jun-12 Kangaloon Road  Grass Verge A &A Cousins 
Brown Goshawk 1 19-Jun-12 Primbee Overhead C Dove 
Collared Sparrowhawk  1 19-May-12 Primbee Sand Track Dune forest R Imisides 
Grey Goshawk 2 01-Jun-12 Excelsior site Rainforest Ian McKinlay 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 19-Jun-12 Purry Burry Point Overhead C Dove 
Kelp Gull 2 15-Jun-12 Lake Entrance Estuary C Dove 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 17 05-Jun-12 Koona Bay Casuarina B & B Hales 
Weebill 1 + 10-Jun-12 Clover Hill Pass Rainforest A &A Cousins 
Striated Pardalote 2 06-Jun-12 Albion Park Rail Riparian Paul Nesbit 
Eastern Whipbird 1 19-May-12 Primbee Sand Track Dune forest R Imisides 
Spangled Drongo 1 19-May-12 Primbee Sand Track Dune forest R Imisides 
Bassian Thrush 5 01-Jun-12 Excelsior site Rainforest Ian McKinlay 

 
 

 
KEEEP A LOOKOUT FOR THE UNUSUAL & NOT SO UNUSUAL BIRD SPECIES BUT NOT ALWAYS  

A REGULAR IN YOUR AREA TO REPORT FOR UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Copyright 2012 All rights reserved. 

While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in it 
and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  

I.B.O.C. PROGRAMME: July -September 
MONTH ACTION DATE Speaker/Leader VENUE 
JULY Meeting 09/07/12 Bob Ashford Bhutan 
 Mid-Week Walk 11/07/12 Ted Simpson Wisemans Park 
 Outing 14/07/12 Betty Hudson Bargo Gorge 
AUGUST Meeting 13/08/12 Jann Gowan American Birds 
 Mid-Week Walk 15/08/12 Ted Simpson Mt Brown 
 Outing 19/08/12 Neil Wheway Carrington Falls 
SEPTEMBER Meeting 10/09/12 Peter Fackender TBA 
 Mid-Week Walk 12/09/12 Ted Simpson  Hooker Point 
 Outing 14/09/12 Betty Hudson Walk Conjola NP 
OCTOBER Meeting 08/10/12 Andy & Anna Knowlson TBA 
 Mid-Week Walk 10/10/12 Ted Simpson Hill 60 
 Outing 14/10/12 Betty Hudson RNP Audley Weir 
 SPRING CAMP 20-27/10/12 Betty Hudson Mallacoota 
NOVEMBER Meeting/AGM 12/11/12 MEMBERS  NIGHT  
 Mid-Week Walk 14/11/12 Ted Simpson Slacky Flat Park 
 Outing 17/11/12 Betty Hudson SRA Bulli 
DECEMBER Christmas Picnic 08/12/12   
 Christmas 

Meeting 
10/12/12   

JANUARY Committee 
Meeting 

14/01/13   

     
FEBRUARY Mid-Week Walk 06/02/13  Lake Illawarra 
 Meeting 11/02/13   
     



The Red-backed Kingfisher
Todiramphus pyrrhopygius Scientific Name: 

Atlas Number: 325

Description: 

Distribution: 

The Red-backed Kingfisher (Todiramphus 
pyrrhopygius) is a species of kingfisher in the 
Halcyonidae family, also known as tree 
kingfishers. It is a predominantly blue-green and 
white bird with a chestnut rump. It is found across 

the continent of Australia, mainly inhabiting the 
drier regions.
The Red-backed Kingfisher was first described by 
the ornithologist John Gould in 1841. It was known 
for many years by its old scientific name of Halcyon 
pyrrhopygia before being transferred to the genus 
Todiramphus. 
Measuring 20–22.5 cm (9 in), the Red-backed 
Kingfisher has a streaked green and white crown, 
bluish-green wings and tail, and lower back, rump 
and upper tail coverts chestnut with white breast, 
abdomen and nape. It has a black band stretching 
from the bill, through the eyes and to the ear 
coverts. The female is duller overall in colouration. 
The iris is dark brown and the legs and feet dark 
grey. Immature birds have speckling on their 
breasts. The call is a descending whistle, with a 
harsh alarm call given by birds near the nest.

The Red-backed Kingfisher is native to most of 
Australia. It is a summer visitor to the southeast of 
the country; elsewhere it is resident all year round. 
It inhabits dry forests, mulga and mallee country, to 
savannah. It avoids denser forests. During 

ISSUE No. 361                                                                                                                                        AUGUST 2012

ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB INC.

Club Contacts:
PRESIDENT :
SECRETARY:

TREASURER:
EDITORS:

RECORDS OFFICER:

POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 56  
FAIRY MEADOW, N.S.W. 2519

www.iboc.org.au

 Alan Cousins, T.  02 4283 3197
 Betty Hudson, T  02 4236 0307

   E-mail: secretary@iboc.org.au
 Ken Brown, 

 Charles Dove,  M. 0417 422 302
E-mail: newsletter@iboc.org.au

     Val Dolan, T. 02 4229 6737
 Darryl Goldrick

      Email: sightings@iboc.org.au

T
H

E

IBOC
N E W S L E T T E R

ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB INC NEWSLETTER

CONTENTS:

Club Activities Page 2

Club Reports Pages 3 - 6

The Birds in My Backyard Page

Articles of Interest Pages 6 - 10

Feather Tales Page 10 -12

Monthly Bird Sightings Page 12

'ONE GOOD TERN
DESERVES ANOTHER'

ILLAWARRA

BIRD

OBSERVERS

CLUB Inc

Founded in 1977

Club’s Aim: 
To join together people 
with a common interest 
who wish to further their 

knowledge and 
enjoyment of the bird life 

around them.
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breeding season, birds will move to river courses to 
make use of the earthy banks to dig nesting burrows.

It is found across the continent of Australia, mainly 
inhabiting the drier regions.

Breeding season is October to December in Australia 
with one brood raised, although birds may not breed 
in times of drought. The nest is a burrow 0.5–1.25 m 
(18–50 in) into the top third section of a steep sloping 
or vertical bank overlooking a dry riverbed or one not 
overlooking water. They may vacate the site if the 
riverbed becomes inundated. Occasionally nests 
may be situated in termite mounds in the north of the 
country. 
Three to six white shiny eggs are laid, measuring 25 
mm x 22 mm.

Seasonal movements: 

Breeding: 

No large-scale seasonal movement.
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Club Meeting:    Monday 13th August 2012 
7.30pm at Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr of Cambridge Avenue & Princes 
H’way Fairy Meadow. 
 
Adventures in American Birding: 
A presentation by Jann Gowans and will be based on the photos from two trips that 
Jann and Ross took in America including travels to wetlands in Florida and California 
during the winter. Highlights also include the spring migration this year in Ohio with 
participation in ‘The Biggest Week’ in American birding and bird banding on Kelleys 
Island. 

Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting. 
 

Midweek Walk:                              Wednesday 15th August 2012 
Mt Brown:                         Leader Ted Simpson 
Meet at 9-0clock at the end of Coronet Place, Dapto. This is a no through road but 
the road is wide enough to park easily on the left hand side where we cut through 
onto an incline into the Mount Brown Reserve. Bring morning tea.  
Contact No. Ted. 0425 121 221.  

 
Monthly Outing:                              Sunday 19th August 2012  
Missingham Steps Lookout                                                 Leader Neil Wheway 
Meet at the Nellie Glen carpark, Carrington Falls at 9am. We will carry morning tea 
and lunch.  
The walk is not hard apart from one short section about 250 metres down and up a 
creek crossing. It’s not too hard. Travelling up Macquarie Pass turn left at the 
Robertson Pie Shop, from Jamberoo travel up Jamberoo Mountain Road. Turn into 
Carrington Falls Road and turn right off this road into Nellie Glen carpark it’s a dirt 
road (if you cross the single lane bridge you have gone 300 metres too far). The 
carpark is past the toilets. The Nellie Glen carpark sign is small and not very high 
off the ground. If you require further directions:- Phone 0409 999 394. 

 
Committee Meeting -         Monday 20th August 2012  
The next committee meeting is at 7.30 pm at the home of Betty Hudson, 1 Drualla 
Road Jamberoo ph 4236 0307 at 7.30pm  
Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting. 

 
Newsletter –  
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 24th August. Email 
contributions to Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 Purry Burry 
Avenue, Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

 
 
 

 
            IBOC has pleasure in welcoming all our New Members  
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REPORT FOR CLUB MEETING     9th July 2012 -                                                             Alan Cousins 
Our speaker for July was Bob Ashford a member of the club and whom many are well acquainted. He indicated in 
his resume presented in the July newsletter that he is not an expert ornithologist, a statement which i think we all 
took with a pinch of salt. 
Bob's subject was 'Birding in Bhutan' and he took us on a photographic tour of Bhutan introducing us to the country 
and its culture. Bhutan lies at the eastern end of the Himalaya and is only 350 kilometres wide and 200 kilometres 
long. He first visited Bhutan in 1980 and recently in 2012 and described it as a wonderful country but it is changing 
as is the case in most places today. 
The bird life is extremely varied and the colours are spectacular, he showed us many different species, the well-
known Peacock and Hornbill and a White-throated Heron. To list them all would fill this newsletter. There were 
numerous great shots of the also spectacular views. The bird count in 1999 was 620 species but this number has 
increased to 684 in 2012 with the late addition of the Barn Owl making the number up to 685 which I am sure will 
further increase as time goes on. 
This was a truly enthralling and light hearted presentation, and it was with pleasure that we welcomed three 
members of the group that he took to Bhutan. Bob is an enormously enthusiastic and knowledgeable wit and we 
thank him again. 

Midweek Walk— Wisemans Park 11th June 2012                                             Terry Edwell
The Wisemans Park area was a surprise to me as I had no idea it was such a large area.   The track 
is at the back of houses with a creek on the other side. The area has a good mixture of birds and is 
an easy walk with good access to the creek. The track was very wet due to rain the day before so 
we were lucky to have a beautiful day for our walk. The bush is regenerating after all the rain and a 
couple of the trees had strangler figs growing in them. The blue-bell vines had taken over in lots of 
places, but the bush-care group has been busy clearing the weeds. There were also quite a few 
Illawarra Flame trees starting to grow in between the gums. We started the walk near the tennis 
courts where we spotted a few birds while we waited for our group to arrive.  The first birds to be 
seen were Noisy Miners being noisy and chasing the other birds but a Grey Butcherbird warned them 
off with his loud call.  The next sighting was by Jann who pointed out a small hole in a tree where a 
little pale blue head kept appearing. I don’t know how she saw it.  
After a bit of discussion we decided it was a young Rainbow 
Lorikeet. Good spotting Jann! Down near the creek the Wood Ducks 
were making a lot of noise that sounded like Kookaburras. 
Continuing on we came across quite a few Satin Bowerbirds both 
male and female along with a Lewin’s Honeyeater. There was one 
Common Blackbird that skipped out onto the track and Red-browed 
Finches were busy on the weeds along the edge.  Anne found us a 
male Figbird sitting up on a dead tree a distance away. 
We stopped for morning tea in a sunny spot and noted both yellow and Striated Thornbills high in 
the trees.  Wal spotted a male Rose Robin a beautiful bright little bird which is always a welcome 
sight.  We continued on and kept seeing the Satin Bowerbirds most of the way, there really were a 
lot of them. The birds were mainly the common everyday birds but it is good to see them in an area 
so close to Wollongong.  It was a good day and thanks go to Ted for organizing it for us. 
 
Bird List - Wisemans Park -14/07/2012 43 species 
Australian Wood Duck Galah Yellow Thornbill Grey Fantail 

Pacific Black Duck Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Spotted Pardalote Magpie-lark 

Rock Dove Rainbow Lorikeet Eastern Spinebill Rose Robin 

Spotted Dove Australian King-Parrot Lewin's Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 

Crested Pigeon Crimson Rosella Noisy Miner Silvereye 

Australian Pelican Eastern Rosella Little Wattlebird Welcome Swallow 

Eastern Great Egret Laughing Kookaburra New Holland Honeyeater Red-whiskered Bulbul 

White-faced Heron Satin Bowerbird Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Common Blackbird 

Masked Lapwing Superb Fairy-wren Australasian Figbird Common Myna 

Silver Gull Brown Gerygone Grey Butcherbird Red-browed Finch 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Striated Thornbill Australian Magpie  
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Monthly Outing – Bargo Gorge 14th July 2012                 Andrew Wood
An unexpectedly sunny and warm winter’s morning found eleven club members assembled at the 
meeting point off the Hume Highway. Following Betty in the cars a few km to the starting point, we 
were initially dismayed that some – [probably just a few but they had sure made a mess] - of the 
residents of such a beautiful spot on the Bargo River could use their environment as a dumping 
ground. The car-park area was littered with all sorts of rubbish. 
Luckily, the people who cause such trash aren’t the same kind of people who take the effort to walk 
into the bush for pleasure and so we soon left that behind and were rock-hopping along the river 
bird watching until a large flat area served as morning tea.  
We then ascended a path away from the river that led to a magnificent panorama overlooking 
Mermaid Pool. A little further along a bend in the gorge served as our lunch spot before we returned. 
Along the way of course there were birds. Not a prolific list but some 
very good sightings. The Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters were in 
abundance. Lesser so were the Yellow-faced and there was one 
sighting of a White-eared Honeyeater. There was a raptor seen at 
morning tea but it was too far away to definitely identify. The 
beautiful sound of Bell-miners softened the visual ugliness 
encountered at the car park. 
While we were walking we came across a few other people making 
use of the beautiful area. Once again bird watching led us to a place 
well worth seeing but seen by relatively few. 

Thanks to Betty for once again organising a great day. 
 
Bird List – Bargo Gorge – 14/07/2012                         27 species             11 members attended 
Australian Wood Duck Brown Treecreeper Yellow-tufted Honeyeater Grey Shrike-thrush 
Pacific Black Duck White-browed Scrubwren Bell Miner Pied Currawong 
Crested Pigeon  Brown Thornbill Red Wattlebird Australian Raven 
Little Pied Cormorant Spotted Pardalote New Holland Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 
Crimson Rosella  Eastern Spinebill Eastern Whipbird Common Blackbird 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo Yellow-faced Honeyeater Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Red-browed Finch 
White-throated Treecreeper White-eared Honeyeater Golden Whistler e-Race  

 
Bowra Boggy with Birds                                                                                    Neil Wheway 
Bowra is a property now owned by the Australian Wildlife Conservancy after a talk by Leah Royle at a club 
meeting earlier this year a visit was organised for 6 days 6th-12th June. It is situated 16klms north of 
Cunnamulla in Qld and was a very large pastoral station in its heyday. 
Thirteen travellers arranged to stay in Cunnamulla then all drive into Bowra on the 6th, unfortunately Anna and 
Andy had major car problems in Goulburn which made them many days late getting into Bowra. Joan and Tom 
also had car trouble which did not delay them but did concern them. 
Prior to our arrival date a lot of rain had fallen which caused some flooding, our worry was, would we be able to 
get into Bowra along their dirt roads. The volunteers staying at Bowra contacted us in Cobar to say the roads 
were closed. We decided to go to Cunnamulla anyway. There I made contact with Bowra and was told the road 
was open but very wet and muddy. We arrived without any hassles and settled in to our various 
accommodations; within a very short time we spotted the Painted Honeyeater in a large pine tree and then 
flying overhead the Grey Falcon along with many other birds on the lagoon. All of the internal roads on the 
property were closed; however, some were opened later during our stay, which meant walking to the indicated 
hot spots on their muddy tracks. One creek was home to a dozen or so Night-Herons many White-Necked 
Herons about 20 Darters and very large numbers of Cormorants of various kinds. 
Our second day we decided to drive into Eulo and along the way to stop at Eulo bore and look for the Halls 
Babbler and then onto the Date Farm at Eulo. After sampling and purchasing Date Wine we drove into Eulo 
Swamp where we had glimpses of Halls Babbler. By now some of the tracks were drying out and we were able 
to drive into other parts of the property then walk looking for birds. One trip an Emu’s nest was found with 10 
eggs which was an exciting find. 
Many birds were sighted during our stay along with Emus, Red and Grey Kangaroos and Echidna and some 
small skinks fortunately no snakes. Tera and I stayed in an old cottage which hosted frogs in the toilet cistern. 
We used the cottage for our evening bird count, port and coffee it also boasted a heater which was used, 
evening and nights being very cold. 
Sitting in the enclosed veranda enjoying the late afternoon sun and a beer I was lucky enough to watch the 
Chirruping Wedgebill in the yard. 
Anna and Andy arrived many days late our last days walk was very memorable because we all had a very good 
sighting of 4 Burkes Parrots who sat in plain view. Allowing many photos to be taken of very well behaved 
birds, we all left after a good 15 minutes with the parrots sitting and watching us leave. 
Getting to Bowra is a long drive I travelled 3216 klms. It was a fantastic and rewarding place to visit and would 
be well worth another visit in the future. Even though it was a long drive, we had fun and stopping at many 
interesting places and sights along the way. One I feel needs a mention is the old pub at Barringun which is 
roughly halfway between Burke and Cunnamulla. Our troop pulled up hoping to use the loo for a pit stop, but a 
sign on the fence stated for hotel patrons only, the cold overcast day added to our discomfort. Nothing 
ventured nothing gained I went in and asked for a pie and a pee, Mary the elderly publican replied no pies but 

Photo by Andrew Wood 
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you can have a pee. What an interesting lady and pub, we stayed for about half an hour talking and her taking 
us into back room to view her snooker table and talk about horse racing, just one of our stories. I would to 
thank everyone for making the trip interesting, fun and rewarding. 
 

Bird List for Bowra Station June 2012      117 Species recorded
Emu Wedge-tailed Eagle Brown Treecreeper Rufous Whistler 
Brown Quail Little Eagle Spotted Bowerbird Grey Shrike-thrush 
Guinea Fowl Nankeen Kestrel Splendid Fairy-wren Crested Bellbird 
Australian Wood Duck Brown Falcon White-winged Fairy-wren White-browed Woodswallow 
Grey Teal Australian Hobby Variegated Fairy-wren Black-faced Woodswallow 
Pacific Black Duck Grey Falcon Redthroat Grey Butcherbird 
Australasian Grebe Brolga Western Gerygone Pied Butcherbird 
Crested Pigeon Black-tailed Native-hen Slaty-backed Thornbill Australian Magpie 
Diamond Dove Australian Bustard Yellow Thornbill Grey Fantail 
Peaceful Dove Black-winged Stilt Yellow-rumped Thornbill Willie Wagtail 
Australasian Darter Black-fronted Dotterel Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Australian Raven 
Little Pied Cormorant Masked Lapwing Inland Thornbill Torresian Crow 
Great Cormorant Little Button-quail Southern Whiteface Restless Flycatcher 
Little Black Cormorant Major Mitchell's Cockatoo Striated Pardalote Magpie-lark 
Pied Cormorant Galah Singing Honeyeater White-winged Chough 
Australian Pelican Cockatiel Grey-headed Honeyeater Apostlebird 
White-necked Heron Red-winged Parrot White-plumed Honeyeater Jacky Winter 
Eastern Great Egret Australian Ringneck (Mallee form) Yellow-throated Miner Red-capped Robin 
White-faced Heron Blue Bonnet Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Hooded Robin 
Nankeen Night Heron Red-rumped Parrot Brown Honeyeater Rufous Songlark 
Australian White Ibis Mulga Parrot Little Friarbird Welcome Swallow 
Straw-necked Ibis Budgerigar Painted Honeyeater Fairy Martin 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill Bourke's Parrot Grey-crowned Babbler Tree Martin 
Black-shouldered Kite Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Hall's Babbler Mistletoebird 
Black-breasted Buzzard Pallid Cuckoo Chestnut-crowned Babbler Zebra Finch 
Whistling Kite Fan-tailed Cuckoo Chestnut Quail-thrush Double-barred Finch 
Black Kite Laughing Kookaburra Chirruping Wedgebill Plum-headed Finch 
Brown Goshawk Red-backed Kingfisher Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Australasian Pipit 
Collared Sparrowhawk Sacred Kingfisher White-winged Triller Crows & Ravens 
Spotted Harrier    

Bird List for Eulo, Eulo Bore and the Paroo River at Eulo 
Plumed Whistling Duck Brown Falcon Yellow-rumped Thornbill Black-faced Woodswallow 
Pink-eared Duck Dusky Moorhen Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Grey Butcherbird 
Grey Teal Eurasian Coot Striated Pardalote Australian Magpie 
Hardhead Galah Singing Honeyeater Willie Wagtail 
Diamond Dove Red-winged Parrot Grey-headed Honeyeater Restless Flycatcher 
Australasian Darter Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo White-plumed Honeyeater Jacky Winter 
Pied Cormorant White-browed Treecreeper Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Red-capped Robin 
Australian Pelican Brown Treecreeper Black Honeyeater Hooded Robin 
Australian White Ibis Spotted Bowerbird Little Friarbird Rufous Songlark 
Straw-necked Ibis Weebill White-winged Triller Zebra Finch 
Royal Spoonbill Yellow Thornbill Rufous Whistler Diamond Firetail 
Nankeen Kestrel    

 
Red-backed Kingfisher Emu Nest Chestnut-crowned Babbler 

   
Zebra Finch Brown Treecreeper – Jacky Winter Rufous Songlark 

    
Regards Neil                                                                                                  Pics by Pam Hazelwood 

‘p.s. Tera added 8 new birds to her birding count. Ken and Sue slightly newer member to our club were delighted by how 
many new birds they identified. 
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Report on the Pelagic Trip    Friday 20th July 2012                                                  Betty Hudson 
On a fine but very cold morning 20 members and friends met at Wollongong Harbour ready to board 
the Sandra K for a trip out to sea to find albatrosses and other ocean birds. 
We had scarcely left the harbour when a small group of Black-browed Albatrosses were sighted close 
in shore.  A good start! After leaving the Five Islands astern we started distributing burley to attract 
the birds. At first only Silver Gulls were interested, but soon others joined them, at first at a 
distance and later being tempted really close to the boat. 
As the sun rose higher in the sky the air warmed up to 
make a perfect day for the trip. 
Soon a flock of small white birds were seen at some 
distance from the boat. Lindsay informed us that they 
were Fairy Prion and could never be tempted to approach 
nearer. A Brown Skua and then a Northern Giant-Petrel 
flew over to see what all the activity was about.  
Excitement increased as more and more albatrosses came 
in close, disputing the burley with the Silver Gulls. Black-
browed, Yellow-nosed and the Shy Albatross were 
recorded. A pale eyed form of the Black-browed Albatross, 
the Campbell Island form was also identified. Cameras 
clicked overtime as the photographers amongst us juggled 
for space to take pictures.  
As we returned to harbour, the Yellow-nosed Albatrosses stayed out to sea, to be replaced by large 
numbers of immature and adult Black-browed Albatrosses which came up to the boat squabbling 
over the burley. I counted at least 20 in 1 photograph alone. 
Our thanks to Lindsay Smith and SOSSA for ensuring that we had a memorable morning, without 
Lindsay our knowledge and identification of the birds would have been all the poorer. 
 
Bird List for the trip 19 species recorded 
Black-browed Albatross Northern Giant-Petrel Great Cormorant Crested Tern 
Black-browed Albatross 
Campbell Island Form 

Fairy Prion Australian Pelican Kelp Gull 

Shy Albatross Fluttering Shearwater Sooty Oystercatcher Silver Gull 
Grey-headed Albatross Australasian Gannet Brown Skua Australian Raven 
Yellow-nosed Albatross Little Black Cormorant White-fronted Tern  

                                       

 

THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By Could be YOU 

Be inspired……………………..  
Keep the Stories going….. Send in your story of your own backyard garden and the birds PLEASE even a few paragraphs is OK 
 

 

 

 
The Ten Millionth Atlas Record – Recognition for another of our own. 
 

The second issue of the new bird-magazine “Australian Birdlife” (Vol 1, No 2, June 2012, published by the new 
organisation BirdLife Australia) has an article dealing with a significant aspect of the “Atlas of Australian Birds”. The latest Atlas 
began in August 1998 and ran with some intensity until July 2002, at which time the information gathered (about 4.7 million 
records) became the heart of the very significant RAOU publication “The New Atlas of Australian Birds”. Since then, Atlassing 
information has continued to be gathered, though not driven so hard, and becomes part of the ongoing Atlas. 

The “Australian Birdlife” reference to the Atlas draws our attention to the fact that now 
10 million records have accumulated in the Atlas database. And the Atlasser credited with 
submitting the 10 millionth record is our own Graham Barwell, a long-time member of IBOC 
and a long time Atlasser. And what species became that 10 millionth record? It was a 
Variegated Fairy-wren spotted by Graham at Glen Davis on 14th April this year.  

Congratulations Graham, and keep on Atlassing. 
Dave Thomson.  Member. 5/7/2012 

 

Shy Albatross Pelagic Trip July 2012  
By Betty Hudson 
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BIRDS in SILHOUETTE and all that JIZZ                                                                                Mike MORPHETT           
In identifying an avian species, birdwatchers frequently use the term ‘jizz’ (also spelt ‘giss’); both term and method seem  to be 
steadily gaining popularity. Here is a sample of definitions for the word: 
 
T.A. Coward (Bird Haunts and Nature Memories, 1922): ‘Jizz may be applied to or possessed by any animate and inanimate 
objects, yet we cannot clearly define it...as a rule, it is character rather than characteristics...something definite yet 
indescribable, something which instantly registers identification in the brain, though how or what is seen remains unspecified. It 
is its jizz.’  
 
Ken Simpson & Nicholas Day: (The Claremont Field Guide to the Birds of Australia, 1996): ‘An avid bird-watcher’s word by 
‘twitchers’ to describe everything about a bird in one, all-encompassing term; the ‘essence’  or ‘character’ of a bird in the field.’ 
Graham Pizzey (Field Guide to the Birds of Australia, 1997): ‘the overall impression or character a bird gives: a combination of 
colour, size, shape and movement.’ 
 
Stephen Moss (A Bird in the Bush: A Social History of Birdwatching, 2004): ‘The way in which an experienced birder can identify 
a species on even a brief, distant view,  because of some indefinable quality of its appearance.’ 
Sean Dooley (The Big Twitch, 2005): ‘the intangible essence of a bird that helps to identify it.’ 
 

 
 
Thomas Alfred Coward 1929 

Charlie Chaplin  
By Graeme 
Voigt

  

Where or how ‘jizz’ originated has been the subject of much debate and speculation. According to Stephen Moss, Thomas 
Alfred Coward was the first to define this concept; TAC himself stated he discovered the word had already been in use along the 
west coast of Ireland. He spent most of his life (1867-1933) in Cheshire and, as a journalist, had a regular column - ‘A Country 
Diary’ – in the Manchester Guardian, which helped make birdwatching a popular pursuit in Britain. He neither recorded every 
personal bird sighting nor regularly conducted wildfowl counts; but his notebooks contained detailed observations, particularly 
identification features and behaviour, which he continually revised. Whilst averse to blood sports,  he shot certain birds in the 
interests of science for positive identification. For thirty years his three-volume work, The Birds of the British Isles and their Eggs 
was a major reference point.  
 
Other etymology suggestions include its derivation from ‘gist’, meaning essence, or the German ‘gestalt’, with a soft ‘g’, denoting 
form or shape or wholeness. The strongest counter-claim has been for its association with the acronyms GIS or GISS, 
respectively standing for general identification system and general impression of size and shape, which were employed in 

THIS IS AMAZING 
Bill owns a company that manufactures and installs car wash systems. Bill's company installed a car wash system in 
Frederick , Maryland . Now, understand that these are complete systems, including the money changer and money 
taking machines.  
The problem started when the new owner complained to Bill that he was losing significant amounts of money from his 
coin machines each week.  
He went as far as to accuse Bill's employees of having a key to the boxes and ripping him off. Bill just couldn't believe 
that his people would do that, so they set up a camera to catch the thief in action. Well, they did catch him on film!  
 

That's a bird sitting on the change 
slot of the machine 

The bird had to go down into the machine, 
and back up inside  

to get to the money! 

 
That's three quarters he has in his beak! Another amazing thing is that it was not just one bird -- there were 
several working together. Once they identified the thieves, they found over$4,000 in quarters on the roof of the 
car wash and more under a nearby tree. And you thought you heard of everything!!    This gives a new twist to 
the term "nest egg". 
And to think the phrase 'bird brain' is associated with being dumb. Not these birds.                        Submitted by Mike Deacon 
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military defence in North America and Britain. The latter was used by voluntary aircraft spotters in their detection of enemy 
aircraft within the Royal Observer Corps, which operated between 1925 and 1995. 
Whatever the source of ‘jizz’, its main ingredients seem to be impression, character and essence. To these should perhaps be 
added form, which has several synonyms, including shape. This notion lead me to think of an outline and then silhouette. 
There’s been no controversy over this latter word’s derivative roots. In 1759 about midway through the Seven Years’ War, 
Étienne de Silhouette (1709-67) was appointed Controller-General of Finances, but he survived only eight months in this 
position. His wartime cost-cutting and revenue-raising measures made him highly unpopular, especially among the French rich, 
and a source of ridicule particularly for cartoonists. During this period a new art form was gaining prominence: shadow profiles 
cut from black paper and mounted on a white background, which were much less expensive than portrait paintings and 
sculptures. And so the expression à la silhouette was coined to refer to things seen as cheap. I recall my childhood summer 
visits to the Palace Pier in Brighton, Sussex, and, among the various attractions, including the seaside saucy cartoon postcards, 
that raised a titter or two, looking at silhouettes depicting various celebrities done by an artist, who would make one of a willing 
onlooker at an inexpensive price. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

So, as far as birds are concerned, what can we glean from their silhouettes? On the American website eHow, Sandra Webster 
declares that “knowing a bird’s silhouette is the first step in identifying a species correctly,” and she describes five basic 
groupings it can fall into: perching and tree-clinging birds; predators; songbirds; upland ground birds; and waterfowl and 
marshland birds. What of coastal and pelagic birds? Certainly some birds, like Karen Hatzigeorgiou’s profiles of an owl, 
woodpecker and pelican (taken from her Karen’s Whimsy website) illustrated above, don’t require much guesswork, and non-
birders can make a decent stab at the taxonomic family from their outlines. She continues: “Silhouettes tell you a bird’s body 
shape, size, proportion of the head, wings, tail and legs, the shape of the bill and the bird’s posture [To me this is sounding like 
jizz] without the distraction of colour and pattern. This is a perfect way for beginners to learn to identify birds quickly.” As I am 
red-green colour-blind, species determination by silhouette is a very helpful back-up strategy, particularly when the bird in 
question is in cryptic colours, along with observing behaviour and listening to calls.  
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

American ornithologist, Roger Tory Peterson (1908-1996) devised an identification system, named after him, which placed 
emphasis on the features that are readily observable rather than those that are technically of interest to scientists. According to 
Birding.com website, birders can refer to ‘roadside silhouettes’ inside the front cover of some of his field guides for identification 
clues. 
 
My time-limited research for this article has taken me on a fascinating journey and made me realise the varied practical and 
artistic uses of silhouettes that extend beyond the world of birds. Before coming across the Flickr website, where photographs 
specifically of bird silhouettes can be posted (which are well worth a look at), I had made up a 
computer folder of shots I have taken on field outings, some of which appear above. In order, they are 
of the Spangled Drongo, Black Swans, Little Black Cormorants, Brown Cuckoo-Doves, Great Egret, 
Wedge-tailed Eagle, White-winged Choughs, Eastern Yellow Robin, Australasian Darter, Purple 
Swamphen, and Sooty Oystercatcher. How did you make out – eleven out of eleven? And I shall now 
sign off with an example of a suitably avian road sign.  There are many other traffic and road signs that 
internationally feature silhouettes. 
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Lyrebirds & Logrunners                                                                                                           by Wal Emery 
 
Mid-winter just back from Queensland I decided to walk up Mt. Keira to see if the Pitta’s had returned. Halfway up the exotic 
Cherry Trees were in full blossom and I counted about 20 Eastern Spinebills feeding, along with a handful of Lewin’s 
Honeyeaters. This is a regular occurrence each year when the cherries are flowering. 
I reached the Pitta area having seen only a couple of White-browed Scrubwren and Yellow Robins. It seemed like it was going 
to be a quiet walk. Near the big Stinging Tree a movement on the ground revealed a Bassian Thrush, nice to see but not a Pitta. 
A little further on I stopped abruptly at the sight of a pair of Logrunners and a female Lyrebird feeding just a couple of metres 
from me. I watched for over ten minutes as they fed. Four White-browed Scrubwrens followed close behind the Lyrebird 
collecting the smaller morsels, whilst two Yellow-throated Scrubwrens did the same behind the Logrunners. Not to be left out of 
the banquet the sharp eyed Yellow Robins dropped continuously from low perches collecting leftovers. Out of nowhere few 
Whipbird and attacked the head of the male Logrunner, which ducked quickly then continued on feeding as the Whipbird flew off 
Eventually the Lyrebird moved up the hill and the Logrunners retreated to the thick undergrowth.  
Show over or so I thought! 
I move a short distance to where I had seen the Pittas a number of times. Almost 
as quickly as I arrived the Lyrebird appeared on the scene, scratching its way 
through the litter, metres from me again accompanied by the opportunistic   
Yellow Robins and Yellow-throated Scrubwrens. As I watched a Green Catbird 
flew straight at a low Cabbage Tree Palm with a loud whack, then it landed 
nearby with what seemed like a large insect, although I can find nothing that 
says they eat anything other than fruit and small leaves. Whatever it was it was 
soon devoured. 
This is beginning to sound like a fairy story, but next thing the Lyrebird ran 
several times around another small palm shrieking and madly flapping its wings. 
It then began leaping a metre off the ground making contact with the underside 
of the Palms as if trying to take spiders or insects from them. Eventually it settled down and went back to her normal scratch and 
feed. Though all this the resident old male was going through his song and dance routine in the distance trying to attract some 
female company, but this lady wasn’t about to interrupt her midday meal for some time, amorous old show off. 
I walked away back past the Logrunner spot and on a hundred metres, not much happening, so I returned back for home; as I 
reached the Logrunner spot they were again feeding. This time with a difference! Although both were scratching and feeding 
individually the male kept running back one to three metresevry20-30 seconds to feed the female. Each time she acknowledged 
the gesture with a little squeak. I watched this non-stop for 45min., wondering if it would lead to some other activity. Eventually 
they stopped feeding. Each mounted a low perch and began preening, the male then let out a typical Logrunner call and a flurry 
of wings then all was quiet. Did they consummate the meal? I don’t know, but if I find a party of 4-5 in the next 8 weeks my 
question will be answered. 
Heading back to the car I found my amorous old male Lyrebird calling and displaying from his regular aerial display perch. As I 
stood and watched the performance I decided to record the concert. After 5minutes I stopped and started to move off. Disturbed 
by my movement the Lyrebird hopped down and moved away. Curiosity got the better of me so I decided to see if he would 
react to his own performance. Immediately he re-appeared and began rapidly circling me at a 10 metre radius. He continued in 
ever decreasing circles, down to 3metres. Not wishing to stress him any further I switched it off. The Lyrebird satisfied that he 
had seen off the interloper went straight back to his display perch and began going through his full repertoire proclaiming 
undisputed ownership of his territory. Such a fine performer, but still could not call in his lady friend. Maybe he needs to treat her 
to an intimate lunch like the Logrunner. 
There was so much activity in just a short walk. Such is the luck or otherwise of birdwatching. 

 
Mapping the Purple-crowned Fairy-wren 
 

A major, Kimberley-wide project identifying the distribution and population 
size of a nationally threatened bird, the Purple-crowned Fairy-wren (Malurus 
coronatus), was recently completed by Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC), an 
independent, non-profit organisation dedicated to saving Australia’s threatened 
wildlife and the habitats in which they live. The project sought to address a key issue 
in conservation biology: the delivery of effective conservation for species that occur in 
small, isolated populations. 

 
The Purple-crowned Fairy-wren (PCFW) has very specific habitat preferences.  

It is only found in the patches of lush, dense, riparian vegetation that fringe the 
widely spaced rivers of northern Australia’s tropical savannas. Sadly, their populations 
have declined rapidly in recent years as their sensitive habitat is easily damaged by 
frequent intense wildfires, trampled by introduced herbivores (cattle, donkeys, 
horses) and invaded by weeds.  The increasing distances between suitable patches of 
habitat have seen the species reduced to small, isolated populations that are 
scattered across the landscape. 

 
Given its precarious status and the lack of knowledge about the PCFW (in the 111 years that spanned 1886 – 2007, only 

108 sightings of the species had ever been recorded in the Kimberley and little was known about its distribution and 
behaviour), AWC designed a large-scale research project aimed at: 
 

• Describing the current distribution and population size of the species; 
• Describing its habitat requirements and key threats to habitat quality; 
• Investigating its dispersal ability and identifying the main sub-populations using population genetic techniques; and 
• Predicting the impacts of future habitat loss or degradation on the persistence of this species in the Kimberley. 
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In 2007, AWC scientist, Anja Skroblin, embarked on this ambitious four-year study.  Over the course of a number of 
expeditions into the Kimberley, Skroblin: 
 

• Mapped riparian habitat along more than 4,000km of Kimberley rivers; 
• Surveyed 97 sites across all 14 catchment areas of the Kimberley for suitable 

PCFW habitat; 
• Located PCFW at 34 sites and discovered them for the first time at 17 sites; 
• Recorded 197 territorial groups of PCFW; 
• Obtained genetic samples from an incredible 500 PCFW individuals. 

 
The results 
 

Skroblin detected PCFW on 6 of the 14 Kimberley catchments areas she surveyed.  
She also identified areas where declines have occurred by comparing surveys with 
historical records (see map). She confirmed PCFW had disappeared from sections of river 
where the understorey had been highly degraded by overstocking and intense fires.  
 
The persistence of the species on two of the catchments (Isdell and Pentecost) is precarious because of the limited habitat 
available on those rivers. Most of this potentially suitable habitat occurs on pastoral land with only a small amount occurring 
within conservation areas, such as on AWC’s Mornington Wildlife Sanctuary. Moreover, the wrens were generally only present 
in habitat of the highest quality (dense shrubs and Pandanus for shelter and nesting, with a good overstorey of trees to 
provide refuge during floods).  
Skroblin estimates the rivers she surveyed support between 2,834 - 4,878 PCFW individuals. This is a relatively low number 
for a species with such a fragmented distribution.  
 
Management implications 
 

This study is significant because it provides an accurate picture of the distribution and abundance of a threatened species 
(and its habitat) that can be used as a benchmark for identifying future trends. In summary: 
 

• The genetic analysis showed the bird’s dispersal abilities are limited. This means the quality 
of riparian habitat patches along entire catchments must be maintained in order to retain 
connectivity and thus facilitate dispersal and prevent population subdivision. 

• Management actions (ie preserving riparian habitat) need to occur on a catchment basis. 
Focusing on national parks will not be sufficient as the majority of PCFW are found on 
pastoral land and AWC land. 

• The long term persistence of the PCFW requires a landscape-scale approach to the threats 
of altered fire patterns, introduced herbivores and weeds. Regional initiatives like AWC’s 
EcoFire project, which is successfully reducing the incidence of extensive, intense fires 
across 4 million hectares of the central and north Kimberley, are paradoxically the best 
tonic for a tiny bird that flits within the small and scattered patches of lush vegetation lining 
the Kimberley’s waterways. 

 
Conclusion 
 

The outcomes generated by this research project have defined our knowledge about the distribution, behaviour and 
habitat requirements of the PCFW and have improved our understanding of the impacts that current land management 
practices and future environmental changes have on its survival.  Most importantly, 
they have enhanced our knowledge about how to effectively conserve this bird, and 
the many other species that find refuge along the rivers and creeks of the Kimberley, 
and where to best focus our conservation efforts.  It also provides us with some 
important base-line data against which we can now measure our progress.  AWC is 
proud to be playing a leading role in both the science (this survey) and the on-ground 
delivery of land management (EcoFire) that is required to ensure the survival of this 
beautiful bird. 
 
For more information about AWC, or to donate, please visit www.australianwildlife.org 
or to obtain a full copy of Anja Skroblin’s research paper, please call 02 9324 4209. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Wimbletons Hawk-eye 
 
Thieves recently stole the Harris Hawk ‘Rufous” who patrols 
the skies over Wimbleton Tennis Centre to scare off the 
pigeons from the courts. 
  
The thieves had a guilty conscious and ‘Rufous’ has been 
recently returned to its rightful duties. 
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Peregrine versus rainbow lorikeet 
 
 
 

Submitted by 
Patricia Ross 

 
Photo by 

Steve Anyon-Smith 
 

 
Peacock in Flight 
Have you ever seen a peacock in full flight? This is our 
first opportunity for this. We never imagined that it could 
be so magnificent -- like a phoenix in fairy tale!!
 
We have only seen peacocks flying in a rather 
cumbersome way, into the branches when 
perching for their night’s sleep. 

Submitted Doug and Marie Prosser 
 

Editors comment“ I never imagined it to be such an amazing site” 
 

 

 

 
Lesser Frigate Bird Blue-vented Bulbul Red-headed Parrotfinch 

 
A few photos from a recent trip to Fiji                                Andrew Wood 

 

Rats… 
The paint just won’t stick to the fibrous plaster (the hairy stuff) that was installed in our home in 1927, so here I was 
relining the walk-in wardrobe ceiling recently. 
When I lifted the manhole cover (should it be called something else?) I could hear a scratching sound, OH NO, we 
have rats in the ceiling!  I stuck my head up further and could get a clear view, but no sign of those four legged 
mynahs.  What should I do? 
I heard the postie bike so I went outside to check the letterbox and have a think about the noise in the roof space. 
As I turned to come back inside I saw three Rose Breasted Cockatoos (thanks for the poem Bigruss) cleaning their 
beaks on the barge roll on the edge of our corrugated iron roof.  Great – no rats! 

Chris. Cartledge 
 

I pulled up at the bottom of our driveway latish afternoon of 20/12/11 & spotted this juvenile Satin Bowerbird near our front fence. It didn't move 
position, just its head, which allowed me to go inside & get my camera. Not long out of the nest I'd say & waiting for next food-drop. Mum 
obliged shortly after with very brief feed and then took off. The youngster then flew a few metres in her direction.         Mike Morphett 
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Juvenile Black-browed Albatross Juvenile Black-browed Albatross 1st yr Grey-headed Albatross 

 
Juvenile Campbell Island Albatross Juvenile Campbell Island Albatross Shy  Albatross 

 

 
So many birds and they all look just the 
same or do they. With lots of different 
species of Albatross flying around on 
our Boat trip it was certainly a task 
trying to ID.  
 
Lindsay Smith assisted with ID 

 
by Charles Dove 

Yellow Nosed Albatross Yellow Nosed Albatross 
 
 

 
 

 
Members Sightings June - July 2012      
Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Darryl Goldrick 

 
SPECIES NUMBER DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Black-shouldered Kite 1 3.07.12 Bellambi Beach- lagoon Terry Edwell 

Brown Goshawk 1 1.07.12 Dapto Residential Tera Wheway 

Brown Goshawk 1 20.07.12 Thirroul Garden M. Morphett 

Sooty Oystercatcher 2 13.06.12 Tawradgi Beach Rockshelf S. Garlick 
Hooded Plover 2 4.07.12 Ulladulla-Bombi Beach M. Morphett 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo ~ 70 16.07.12 Dharawal National Park Forest - Heath M. Morphett 

Powerful Owl 1 1.07.12 Balgownie Forest (heard) Wal Emery 
White-naped Honeyeater 10+ 16.07.12 Dharawal National Park Forest -Heath M. Morphett 
Australian Logrunner 2 8.07.12 Mt Keira Track Rainforest Wal Emery 
Dusky Woodswallow 10+ 16.07.12 Dharawal National Park Forest-Heath M. Morphett 

Beautiful Firetail 1 16.07.12 Dharawal National Park Forest - Heath M. Morphett 
 

KEEEP A LOOKOUT FOR THE UNUSUAL & NOT SO UNUSUAL BIRD SPECIES OR BIRDS NOT 
ALWAYS A REGULAR IN YOUR AREA TO REPORT FOR UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS. 

Please note: let us know if you see any birds nesting activity. 
Darryl Goldrick 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Copyright 2012 All rights reserved. 
While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in 

this newsletter and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  



Purple Swamphen
Scientific Name:  

Atlas Number: 58

The Purple Swamphen is a large rail. It is 
mainly dusky black above, with a broad dark 
blue collar, and dark blue to purple below. As 
the Purple Swamphen walks, it flicks its tail up 
and down, revealing its white undertail. The 

bill is red and robust, and the legs and feet 
orange-red. For such a bulky bird, the 
Swamphen is an accomplished flier and will 
readily take to the air to escape danger. In 
flight, the long legs and elongated toes trail 
behind or hang underneath the body. Purple 
Swamphens are proficient swimmers, but 
prefer to wander on the edges of the water, 
among reeds and on floating vegetation. 

 

Purple Swamphens are common throughout 
eastern and northern Australia, with a 
separate subspecies common in the extreme 
south-west of the continent. Birds have 
transported themselves from Australia to New 
Guinea and New Zealand and throughout the 
islands of the south-west Pacific. It has been 
suggested that the New Zealand population of 
Purple Swamphens (locally called the Pukeko) 
originated in Australia.

 

The Purple Swamphen is found around 
freshwater swamps, streams and marshes. 

Porphyrio porphyrio

Description: 

Distribution:

Habitat:

ISSUE No. 362                                                                                                                                SEPTEMBER 2012

ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB INC.

Club Contacts:
PRESIDENT :
SECRETARY:

TREASURER:
EDITORS:

RECORDS OFFICER:

POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 56  
FAIRY MEADOW, N.S.W. 2519

www.iboc.org.au

 Alan Cousins, T.  02 4283 3197
 Betty Hudson, T  02 4236 0307

   E-mail: secretary@iboc.org.au
 Ken Brown, 

 Charles Dove,  M. 0417 422 302
E-mail: newsletter@iboc.org.au

     Val Dolan, T. 02 4229 6737
 Darryl Goldrick

      Email: sightings@iboc.org.au

T
H

E

IBOC
N E W S L E T T E R

ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB INC NEWSLETTER

CONTENTS:

Club Activities Page 2

Club Reports Pages 3 - 4

The Birds in My Backyard Page 5 - 6

Articles of Interest Pages 6 - 8

Feather Tales Page 8 -10

Birdlife media release Page 11

Monthly Bird Sightings Page 12

'ONE GOOD TERN
DESERVES ANOTHER'

ILLAWARRA

BIRD

OBSERVERS

CLUB Inc

Founded in 1977

Club’s Aim: 
To join together people 
with a common interest 
who wish to further their 

knowledge and 
enjoyment of the bird life 

around them.
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The diet of the Purple Swamphen includes the 
soft shoots of reeds and rushes and small 
animals, such as frogs and snails. However, it is a 
reputed egg stealer and will also eat ducklings 
when it can catch them. The Purple Swamphen 
uses its long toes to grasp food while eating.

 

Purple Swamphens are generally found in small 
groups and studies have shown that these 
consist of more males than females. More than 
one male will mate with a single female. All 
family members, and occasionally the young 
from a previous brood, share in incubation and 
care of the young. The nest consists of a platform 
of trampled reeds with the surrounding 
vegetation sometimes being used to form a 
shelter. Often two broods will be raised in a year.

information courtesy of   http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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Club Meeting:    Monday 1Oth September2012 
7.30pm at Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr of Cambridge Avenue & Princes 
H’way Fairy Meadow. 
 
"Two properties - Dry Bush verses Rainforest". 
A presentation by Peter Fackender. It will feature his photography over the last two 
years at two very different properties, one at Balranald in Western NSW and the 
other at Pappinbarra, 40 km in from Port Macquarie in the mid North Coast of NSW. 

Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting. 
 

Midweek Walk:                             Wednesday 12th September 2012 
Meet at 9-0 o’clock in the car park on the corner of Sussex St. and Holborn St. 
Berkeley. This is an easy flat walk no steep hills. Bring morning tea. 
Contact No. Ted. 0425 121 221.  

 
Monthly Outing:                              Saturday 15th September 2012  
Bomaderry Creek                                                               Leader Betty Hudson 
Meet at 8.30am in the Car park adjacent to the tennis courts at the end of Nerang 
Road Bomaderry. 
Travel south on the Princes Highway to the 2nd roundabout in Bomaderry, turn 
right into Nerang Road. Parking is available at the gravel car park by the tennis 
courts on the right hand side of Nerang Road. 
We will then cross over the road into Bomaderry Creek Reserve Picnic Area before 
commencing the main walk. Bring a carry morning tea and lunch. 
This walk has some rocky areas as well as steps. The bridge over the creek has 
been re-opened to eliminate the problem of crossing the stepping stones. We will 
be exploring the heath area of the walk as the flowers should be in bloom, before 
walking the circuit along the creek itself.  A good list of birds is always the reward 
for this walk and include; the Rock Warbler, Azure Kingfisher, a number of 
honeyeaters, and the Olive-backed Oriole. 

 
Committee Meeting -         Monday 17th September 2012  
The next committee meeting is at 7.30 pm at the home Anne & Alan Cousins,  
4 Adelaide Place Tarrawanna on Monday 17th September 2012 at 7.30pm.   
Ph 4283 3197  
Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting. 

 
Newsletter –  
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 20th September 
2012. Email contributions to Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 
Purry Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

 
 

            IBOC has pleasure in welcoming all our New Members  
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REPORT FOR CLUB MEETING     13th August 2012 -                                                             Alan Cousins 
Our presenter for August was club member Jann 
Gowans who along with husband Ross travelled to 
the country of her birth. The presentation was based 
on their trips to America, including travels to wetlands 
in Florida and California. Highlights also included this 
year’s Spring migration in Ohio with participation in 
"The Biggest Week" in American birding and bird 
banding on Kelleys lsland. The presentation included 
not only birds but alligators, fish, beaver, chipmunk, 
deer, squirrel, frog, butterfly, opossum, slug, turtle, 
snake, lizard and fossils. Jann showed photographs 
from California, San Diego, Michigan and Ohio 
including Lake Erie and indicated that billions of 
dollars are being spent on conservation in America!!! 
There are over 30 different species of sparrow in the 
United States, some very colourful, and lots of 

recognisable birds but lots of different looking 
species with unusual names. There is a Brown 
Pelican, Laughing Gull, Little Blue Heron, Pied-billed 
Grebe, Arhinga, Loggerhead Shrike, Vulture, Wood 
Stork, Semipalmated Plover, Woodpeckers, 
Hummingbirds, Towhee, Mockingbird to name but a 
few and now we know where the expression 'My 
Little Chickadee' comes from. We were also shown a 
915 acre Coastal wetland in San Diego which is 
home to 6 plant communities and 300 bird species 
and there is also a 143,874 acre Arm Loxahatchee 
National Wildlife Reserve. Thanks Jann for a very 
interesting and enlightening presentation on some of 
the birds in America, I understand that the species 
number is about the same as Australia. 

Midweek Walk— Mt Brown 15th August 2012                                             Ted Simpson
17 members arrived at the meeting point at 
Mt Brown on a fine crisp sunny morning. It 
was a pleasure looking over the trees and 
houses at the Escarpment. On ascending half 
way up the hill a new sign had been fastened 
to the gate advising against entry, this 
appeared to be a fruitless effort to keep out 
the motorcycles. By the time we reached the 
high point the bird count was rising. We 
walked along the fence which contained the 
water supply tanks like a line of ants because 

of the bushes and steep drop to our right. At 
the end was a great valley view of the Ash 
Ponds full of water and lush greenery. Cattle 
Egret and Ibis were sighted in the valley. 
Reversing our tracks, we headed down the fire 
track where we saw and had many glimpses of 
small birds some giving us time to get better 
viewing, in particular a Variegated Wren and a 
Striated Pardalote, which appeared to be 
ducking in and out of a possible nest. All in all 
a pleasant morning. 

 
Bird List – Mt Brown -15/08/2012 45 species 
Black Swan Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Striated Pardalote Rose Robin 
Rock Dove Rainbow Lorikeet  Eastern Spinebill Eastern Yellow Robin 
Spotted Dove Crimson Rosella Lewin’s Honeyeater Silvereye 
Australian Pelican Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Little Wattlebird Welcome Swallow 
Cattle Egret Satin Bowerbird New Holland Honeyeater Red-whiskered Bulbul 
Australian White Ibis Superb Fairy-wren Eastern Whipbird  Common Myna 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Variegated Fairy-wren Golden Whistler e-race Red-browed Finch 
Whistling Kite  White-browed Scrubwren Grey Shrike-thrush House Sparrow 
Brown Goshawk Brown Gerygone Australian Magpie European Goldfinch 
Grey Goshawk Yellow Thornbill Grey Fantail  
Little Eagle  Brown Thornbill Australian Raven  

Little Corella Spotted Pardalote Magpie-lark  

 
 
Monthly Outing – Missingham Steps Lookouts (Carrington Falls)19th August 2012  Rupert Jarvis
Although the preceding days had been cold and windy, we were blessed with a clear sunny and 
warm day. We first walked down to the pool at Nellies Glen and on the way had sightings in the 
treetops of Crested Shrike Tit and Golden Whistler. Returning to the car park we found that Andrews 
car had arrived. We presumed that he had set off down the Missingham Steps trial. An attempt was 
made to catch him without success. We did meet him later and hope that despite missing the group 
he did enjoy his day. 
Meantime we went down to the Warris Chair Lookout for morning tea. On the track a Rock Warbler 
alighting on the path ahead obliged with some clear, close up sightings. 
The track to Missingham Steps ran along some grazing land and we saw numerous Eastern Yellow 
Robins perched on the fence and flitting in to the trees and back. At this point the track went steeply 
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down to a creek and this area was busy with bird life. At one point we saw a Beautiful Firetail but 
only briefly before it disappeared into the bushes. We had lunch near the Missingham East Lookout 
and here some of us had another brief view of a Beautiful Firetail. We went to the top of the 
Missingham Steps but no-one had any desire to go down them (they looked as difficult as their 
reputation). On the way back the bird life was overall much quieter with the exception of parties of 
Satin Bowerbirds and Pied Currawongs. Alongside the track we came across a Red-bellied Black 
Snake curled up in a warm spot. We watched for a short time and then suddenly took off, amazing 
us by the speed with which it moved. All in all a very pleasant day and our thanks to Neil and Tera 
who had researched it well a few weeks previous. 
P.S. It was a good idea to pick someone to do the write up at the start of the walk. It is much easier to do than when it is a 
surprise at the end.. 
 
Bird List – Carrington Falls Walk 19th August 2012                    13 members attended       26 species  
Crimson Rosella Yellow Thornbill Noisy Miner Australian Raven 
White-throated Treecreeper Brown Thornbill New Holland Honeyeater Magpie-lark 
Satin Bowerbird Spotted Pardalote Eastern Whipbird Eastern Yellow Robin 
Superb Fairy-wren Striated Pardalote Golden Whistler  e-race Red-browed Finch 
Rock Warbler Eastern Spinebill Grey Shrike-thrush Beautiful Firetail 
White-browed Scrubwren Lewin’s Honeyeater Australian Magpie  
Brown Gerygone Yellow-faced Honeyeater Pied Currawong  

 
  
Final Details for Spring 2012 Camp Mallacoota  20th to 27th October 2012  
Just a reminder that the  IBOC Spring Camp will be held at the Shady Gully Caravan Park, 
Mallacoota from 20th to 27th October 2012. Mallacoota is 80km south of Eden just over the 
border into Victoria.  Full details were in the Newsletter. Come and join us for a week of 
good birding and good fellowship. To book accommodation, contact the Caravan Park as 
follows: Ph: 03 5158 0362; or use the web www.mallacootacaravanpark.com; Cabins and 
sites were still available as at 19th August2012. When you make a booking let the caravan 
park know that you are with the Illawarra Bird Observers Club and they will try to put us 
all reasonably close. Please let Betty know once you have booked. Mallacoota is a holiday 
town on the coast just over the Victorian border. There are the usual services, Bakery, 
Butcher, 2 supermarkets, café, 2 petrol stations, 2 ATM (Westpac), and an in-store ATM in 
Foodworks. The climate is cool with the sea breeze keeping temps down. It will range from 
100to 200 on average for October with 50mm rain as average. We are not far from the 
high country so bring some warm clothes. Mallacoota is surrounded by Croajingalong N.P. 
The vegetation ranges from coastal dunes, to heath, tall Eucalyptus forest to Rain Forest 
in sheltered gullies as well as sandy beaches and the shores and islands in the inlet. As a 
result there should be a great variety of bird life. There are many walks that start from the 
town going to places around the inlet as well as those in the national park. Cruises on the 
inlet and out to Gabo Island are also available. If you propose to do at little fishing whilst 
there you will need a Victorian Recreational Fishing Licence, which I am sure will be 
available in the town. 

See you all there. Betty 
 

                                      

IBOC LIBRARY 
2 more Books have been recently donated for lending: 
Bird Watching – Watching by Alex Horne and Songbirds by Ronald Orenstein. 
 
Books left for sale $2.00each:-  
Australian Native Gardens & Birds by Barbara Salter 
 
Videos:  
A Birdseye view – Aus Birds 
Australian Bird Wonders – Harry Frauca 
The Birds of Western NSW Preliminary Atlas RM Cooper @ IAW MA Allan 
Australian Parrots in Colour – Len Robinson 
Sea Birds, Miranda – Mac Quitty 
The White Egret- Shingi Itoh 
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THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By Val Dolan 
 

As an adult I have only lived in two houses. The first at Coniston, down near the school. The block 
was very long and consisted of a double chook yard with a shady gum tree and a long vegetable 
garden then an area with garages and lawn, followed by a gravel driveway along the side of the 
house. One evening we heard strange noises on this gravel drive and rushed out in time to see an 
exhausted Fairy Penguin making its way in the wrong direction towards Auburn St. After some rest 
and recreation in our bathtub and an offer of tinned sardines it was returned the next day to the 
sand and salt water and swam away refreshed and lively. This seemed to be the beginning of my 
encounters with penguins. We were fishing for Garfish from our tinny in a sheltered bay and doing 
well. A bunch of penguins arrived and that was the end of successful fishing. One morning I was in 
the surf at Kiama Beach. Each wave had a tiny penguin enjoying it as much as I was. Another time I 
was collecting shiny white pebbles by standing waist deep in water and leaning over to select them 
wearing a face mask. This was too much for one curious bird that came in close to see what I was 
up to. We frightened each other eyeball to eyeball! 
I had always been interested in birds and asked my mother to buy me Cayley's; What Bird Is That? 
She looked at this strange reference book and declined, which was unusual. When I went teaching 
and had my own money one of my first purchases was this book. My mother, realising that it hadn't 
been a whim, said she was sorry she hadn't taken my request more seriously.  
My second house as an adult is on the edge of the Mt Keira bush. When we moved here in1965 the 
local wildlife were well established and ignored all fences. We had sightings of kangaroos and 
wallabies, possums, flying foxes, echidnas, lizards, snakes, insects and of course a huge variety of 
bird life. Neville Cayley's What Bird Is That? got a real workout . 
Did you know that Kookaburras are phototropic? We had no street lighting. Each time I turned the 
lights on in the middle of the night to attend to my children the cacophony of laughing from the 
bush was a sign that the Kookaburras thought the sun had risen! They just loved our rotary clothes 
line and used it in groups as their very own merry-go-round. On the other hand a beautiful frog that 
had made its home in our letterbox and used to have a cup of water poured on it daily by the kids 
was sadly seen being carried off by a Kookaburra. As the land had been used for grazing dairy cows 
it had not been cultivated and the earthworms were enormous. Patient Kookaburras waited to get a 
grip and took ages to pull one out of the ground leaning back each time a few centimetres were 
gained until final success. My large kitchen window has never been covered and the constant display 
of nature is amazing to watch. Blue Tongue lizards are smart enough to recognise the danger and 
one moved in under the washing machine. It was so tame we fed it snails and watched it spit out 
the shells. The washing machine was next to the toilet and imagine the early morning surprise when 
two heads pop out instead of the usual one. Very soon our yard was the sunning spot for many 
small Blue Tongues.  
Have you ever wondered how mature male bower birds build such perfect bowers? Like most things 
it all takes practice. The outdoor toilet building had a flat roof and grooves covering full of sludge, 
the perfect anchorage for sticks apparently. Several immature green and brown birds set about 
building a bower on top. It was hilarious to watch as they stole each other’s building materials or 
ruined a very good effort when the builder was absent. My neighbours were away at the time and an 
adult bird had constructed a complete bower in their garden while all this rivalry was taking place. 
We soon learned that it was a waste of time buying blue pegs...they disappeared before you came 
back with the clothes basket. One male managed to fly over the back fence with the dark blue 
plastic base of a boat as long as itself. Our Labrador was decorated with the colours of the local kids 
football team. Bright blue crepe paper was nipped off his collar and carried off before our eyes. If it 
is the right colour for decorating the bower then nothing will deter a male bower bird!  
Although we no longer have the mixed bunches of tiny birds that used to twitter from the safety of 
the foliage we have had very friendly magpies that my neighbours named Fred and Fredrika. They 
successfully raised several birds over the years and would trust us enough to introduce the new off 
spring by bringing it into our kitchens. A bit startling! When it was fully raised and time to go they 
didn't hesitate to bash it up and send it on its way to find new territory. Sadly the partnership ended 
one morning when I was up early to catch a train to Sydney I heard a plaintive cry from the high 
electricity pole across the road. A Peregrine Falcon had taken one of the birds and was dealing with 
it from the top of the pole as a few feathers wafted down to the ground and the mate was crying out 
in distress. The Peregrine tucked it up neatly and flew off towards Robinson's Lookout where it 
probably fed the family.  
So what happens in my yard at night? Well WIRES used me over the years as a place to leave 
displaced possums and asked me to leave a little food out for a while as they may need it having 
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been hand fed. The possums soon had me well trained. I fed them at the same time each night and 
down they came in twos and threes. One particularly dry time I went out with vegetable and fruit 
scraps and also a dish of water. I offered this to one and it bit me on the top of my arm! Painful and 
I carried the perfect teeth marks for a while but I was fairly quick thinking and looked the aggressor 
in the eye and growled! I'm the boss. All was forgiven. I had taken a tick out of one possum's eye 
and was trusted enough to be allowed to place my finger into a furry pouch that held a baby whose 
thin tail hung out giving its position away. Then we started to hear stories of possum heads being 
found in backyards. Creature of habit I went out just after dark to be greeted on the feeding branch 
by a huge Powerful Owl! Magnificent bird but I no longer encourage the possums into my yard as 
they would become food for this predator, which is nature's way but I don't want to witness it. 
Wonga Pigeons are skittish but frequent visitors. Living as we do in a bushfire prone area I was 
taking advantage of Sydney Waters instructions that we could use sprinklers to water down our 
fence line. Looking out of my kitchen window I was distressed to see a poor Wonga Pigeon with a 
broken wing. Then it smartly turned around and placed its other 'armpit' under the sprinkler to cool 
off !  
Tawny Frogmouths also hunt from my clothesline and fence and leave their soft feathers behind. 
Once, late at night, I walked out my back door and saw a Tawny Frogmouth sitting on the fence. 
The sound as it moved up into the darkness was soft and memorable.  
My front yard slopes down and the Swamp Mahogany and Iron Bark grew to window height very 
rapidly. One February there was a commotion in the branches and I looked out to investigate. A 
flirtatious female Koel had attracted several male suitors and they were carrying on a treat. Several 
other books have now joined Cayley on my shelves and after watching this performance I went 
inside to read that this behaviour is common, but how many have been lucky enough to sit on their 
front verandah and observe such behaviour? 
Over the years the bird population has definitely changed. We used to have Pardalotes build into the 
clay banks and Yellow Robins hang about so that they could get some pickings when you disturbed 
the soil for gardening. Haven't seen one here for a decade. But new birds arrive to replace them. 
White Headed Pigeons and Brown Cuckoo Doves and the occasional Topknot Pigeon and now 
regularly the Crested Pigeon (arrived 2010) strutts around with confidence. 
Five Brush Turkeys have me well trained. They won't share and each has its own dish. When they 
see me moving in my kitchen they come down and out I go with veg scraps and seed. I wash their 
dishes after each meal in the laundry tub. If I should ignore them they come up to the glass door 
and tap with their beak! However Sulphur Crested Cockatoos sit around and should they decide to 
participate the Brush Turkeys get moved along. And those Rainbow Lorikeets are small but very 
dominant! The pecking order is a joy to watch either among a single group, or different species 
entirely. 
So I have a passion for birds. I was running around Unanderra Library years ago, very excited 
because I'd just spotted a new to me, Scarlet Honeyeater in the garden there. Someone at the 
library told Kevin McGregor and he rang and invited me to join IBOC where lots of people get 
excited about birds. I've learned to say Gerygone correctly and been on some memorable trips with 
wonderful people.  

 
Be inspired……………………..  

Keep the Stories going….. Send in your story of your own backyard garden and the birds PLEASE even a few paragraphs is OK 
 

 

 

Mt Keira Logrunner update: August 2012    
A visit to the Ringtrack by Charles Dove and myself on the 12th 
August located the Logrunners in the same general area where I 
had been finding them. We spent an hour observing there 
activities, whilst Charles clicked rapidly with his camera trying to 
get that perfect shot in the poor light conditions. During that 
time as they fed, the male continued passing food to the female 
and periodically she flew off in the same direction, leading us to 
believe she was going to a nest. Following her path through the 
thick vegetation from our position was unsuccessful. Five days 
later I returned to the location and secreted myself in the area 
where the female had been flying to; after 10minutes I heard some scratching in the undergrowth 
litter and moved quietly to a position where I observed the pair feeding. They were again feeding 
independently with the male still passing food to the female. 

By Charles Dove 
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A further 10minutes later and the female scurried across the litter to a clump of small Cabbage Tree 
Palms and disappeared’ she re-appeared a minute or two later with a faeces sack and buried it in 
the litter several metres away from the palms, then returned to the male where the feeding began 
again. This continued on about 10minute intervals over the next 90minutes.  I changed my position 

to get a better view of the location to which she was going & this 
time was delighted to see her hop into the base of the palm and 
partially enter the entrance of the nest. She remained head in 
entrance for a minute or two before returning to the male. On the 
next trip to the nest she again spent some time half in the 
entrance, longer than it should take to feed insects direct to the 
young, I suspect she may have a mouthful, or else she may have 
been regurgitating food for them. This would explain the constant 
feeding of her by the male. It will be interesting to see if this 
method continues as the young grow, or will she feed the insects 
direct; after this last feed she entered the nest fully and stayed 

there. The following day I returned and found 
the birds feeding where Charles and I had seen 
them before. I went to the nest with a weak 
torch, while the birds were absent and peered 
into the 7 centimetre entrance of the small 
‘Lyrebird like nest’; all I could see nestled in the 
bowl at the end was a pile of grey down. It took 
40minutes before the female came to feed, 
again she took away the faeces sack and buried 
it in the litter. It is a good indication the grey 
down was actually the chicks. Afternoon feeding 
commenced and she now came every 
10minutes. One hour and a half dozen overfed 
mosquitos later I decided to retreat and head 
home. Along the track I again found the birds 
feeding. This time however she flew towards the 
nest with a beak full of bugs. There goes the regurgitation theory or maybe they have just 
progressed to solids. I pose a question at the end of my last article.   Answer: ”Yes, they did 
consummate the meal”. The forest floor is very dry and they are working hard to find food. Will they 
find enough to feed the increasing demands of the chicks to fledglings? Another question! Watch this 
space for the final chapter of “The Logrunners.” 

                                                                                   Wal Emery 
 

NSW and ACT Twitchathon 27-28 October 2012 
Proceeds to go to the Cowra Woodlands Restoration Project 
This year’s Twitchathon aims to raise money for a project to increase both the area and connectivity of native habitats in the Cowra 
District, which is located on the Central Tablelands of New South Wales, c 100 km south west of Orange NSW and 317 km west of 
Sydney. In this area as throughout the agricultural lands of south-east Australia, woodland bird populations have declined, mainly due to 
the removal of woodland habitat. The small woodland fragments that are left are unconnected to others fragments, often degraded and 
suffer from the effects of invasive species. The Cowra Woodland Birds  Group are currently involved in a funded project at “Spring 
Forest” Koorawatha, to rehabilitate (by re-introducing native plant species) a large paddock adjoining Morongla Creek to improve 
connectivity between the creek (which flows into the Lachlan River) and the nearby woodlands to enable bird species to move more 
easily between habitats.  

This Twitchathon 2012 aims to raise about $24,000 to assist this project 
How to join the Twitchathon 27 October – 28 October 2012 
 

• Contact Pixie at the Birdlife Australia Office for your 2012 Twitchathon Kit 
• Form a team with three or even a dozen friends and family and go birdwatching over this October weekend. You can travel anywhere in NSW 

and/or the ACT. See how many species of birds your team can find from 4 pm Saturday 29 October to 4 pm Sunday 30 October 2011.  
• Get sponsors. In the weeks before this event, persuade family and friends to sponsor you so many cents or even dollars for each species your 

team sees. You just need either lots of little sponsorships or a few big ones! 
 
There are prizes for the most species seen by two winning teams in the Main Race and the Champagne Race Sections, as well as prizes for the most money 
raised, the rarest bird seen by an individual, and prizes for children. There are also prizes to the team that sees the most birds in the shortest distance travelled, 
providing that they see over 180 species in the Main Race and 130 species in the Champagne. Participants in the two main races are invited to record the 
distance travelled from 4pm on the Saturday to 4pm on the Sunday. The prizes include Trophies, a pair of Swarovski *.32 Binoculars, a digital camera, 2 
nights for two at Chorleywood B & B, in beautiful Moss Vale, Taronga Zoo family passes, books, book vouchers, champagne, wine, special “T” shirts and 
other prizes to go to the winners in the various categories of the Twitchathon. Contact Alan for a full list. 
Alan Morris 
Twitchathon Co-ordinator (For Birdlife Australia, Southern NSW Group) 
Tel: 02 9647 1033  Fax: 02 9647 2030  Email Birdlife Australia – Sydney    E-mail:     southernnsw@birdlife.org.au 

 

By Charles Dove 

By Wal Emery 

 

By Wal Emery 
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Shooters let loose in NSW parks 
 
BirdLife Australia condemns the NSW government’s decision to allow recreational hunting in the state’s national parks 
and reserves. 
Our national parks and reserves are set aside for the conservation of biodiversity and to foster ‘public appreciation, 
understanding and enjoyment of nature and cultural heritage and their conservation’ (NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Act 1974 - the Act). Recreational shooting in our parks and reserves contravenes the objects of the Act and will put the 
safety of other park users at risk. 
Amendments to the NSW Game and Feral Animal Control Act 2002 will mean that recreational shooters will be able to 
shoot pigs, dogs, cats and goats in 79 of the state’s National Parks, Nature Reserves and State Conservation Areas. 
While the NSW Premier, Barry O’Farrell, claims that the decision was made on the basis that recreational shooting will 
improve feral animal control in conservation reserves, there can be no doubt that it is actually based on politics not 
science. The Premier’s own media release states that ‘... the Government had decided to expand the culling program to 
allow smooth passage of legislation to sell the State’s power generators.’ - a frank admission that this is a ‘political 
deal’ between the O’Farrell Government and the Shooters and Fishers Party rather than a decision based on sound 
conservation management principles. 
BirdLife Australia supports well designed, sustained, targeted and humane eradication strategies. However research 
shows that ad hoc recreational hunting is ineffective in feral animal control because: 
• It can scare feral animals into new areas, make them increasingly wary to the efforts of professional shooters 
and can even increase localised feral animal breeding rates; 
• the numbers of feral animals killed by recreational hunters are insufficient to assist genuine feral animal 
control. For example, Victoria had a fox bounty in 2002-03 that resulted in 170,000 dead foxes. The scheme was 
abandoned because it didn't work. DPI biologists found that it reduced fox abundance in less than 4% of the state and 
that numbers would quickly bounce back or climb even higher as a consequence of hunting; and 
• there is a serious risk that maverick hunters will introduce feral animals into reserves to create better hunting 
opportunities. 
Permits will be issued by the Game Council NSW, a body dominated by recreational shooters that represents 
recreational interests that has no capacity to deliver effective, science-based feral animal control programs. 
BirdLife Australia encourages its members, particularly those who live in NSW, to write to Premier O’Farrell and state 
MPs to let them know that you oppose this decision and that you want the NSW Government to rescind on its 
commitment to introduce recreational shooting in our conservation reserves. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
BATH-BIRDS BEHAVING DIFFERENTLY                                                                                                Mike MORPHETT 

 

 

 

 
Spotted doves have been regular residents around our home for several years now, but it was only recently (namely, August 5th) 
that I observed one make use of a bird-bath. We have two in the front garden and another two at the back and which we can 
clearly see from our ‘hides’; that is through our lounge-room window and from our back verandah. Other ‘locals’ have made good 
use of our facilities; some much more so than others. Little Wattlebirds (clearly the only species to call out during ablution, and 
sounding like a rusty swing seat) and Eastern Spinebills evidently enjoy plunging into the water, even in chilly weather; so I often 
need to top up with stored rainwater. Superb Fairy-wrens, which outnumber the usual ones or twos of other species seen, and 
the Eastern Yellow Robin dive in, but, it seems, only in warmer temperatures. Lewin’s Honeyeaters appear to be more tentative. 
Other species make do with just a drink, like the Satin Bowerbird, Eastern Whipbird and Crimson Rosella. Watching different 
bird-bath behaviours is proving to be a fascinating learning activity. With this thought I nodded in agreement when reading 
extracts from my 1997 edition of John Dengate’s Attracting Birds to Your Garden in Australia: ‘You may notice that some [birds] 
like to splash about or simply drink at the edge, while others will plunge into the deeper areas...you need only sit on your 
favourite chair on the verandah to hone your birdwatching skills.’ 
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And so, my attention was taken by a Spotted Dove that was resting in the middle of the day on the rim of the largest bird-bath. I 
hadn’t bothered to refill this bath, in which wriggling mosquito larvae struggled in only a skerrick of murky water (good reason to 
replace bath water at regular intervals) after the recent dry spell and gusty winds. Evidently this suited this particular bird, which 
then dropped down a number of times for a mini-dunk. Back up on the rim it preened itself from side to side; the position of its 
head alternating between being buried among its feathers and erect while on lookout. Then, typical of some other Columbidae 
members, lifted its wing in full sunlight for several moments. Was it taking in vitamin D? A further means of getting rid of creepy-
crawlies? And after resuming normal resting pose, it took off out of the garden. 
 

  
Besides growing suitable vegetation to attract a variety of birds around our homes, it seems to me a good move is to have bird-
baths of different sizes and depth: the smallest container has so far proved the most popular among our birds. And, needless to 
say, in locations safe from predators, especially neighbouring cats. 
‘Suburban gardens may become one of the most vital domains in which some wildlife can survive. The more natural a habitat our 
gardens and backyards provide, the more our native birds and other creatures can find shelter and protection from the relentless 
clearing that comes with urban sprawl and agricultural development’. John Dengate’s warning expressed fifteen years ago has 
even more relevance today, notably around my northern suburb of Wollongong. 

 
 

Drenching doesn’t dampen Dacelo’s dietary desire                                          Mike MORPHETT          
 
For many years now I’ve had a back-garden aviary housing native species ranging size-wise from Zebra Finches to Cockatiels. A long 
time ago I agreed to accommodating  a pair of Peach-faced Lovebirds that were said to be on death row, but I’ve since kept them in 
solitary confinement;  and in more recent times I extended African exotics to a pair of Cape (or masked) Doves, which have integrated 
well with the mixed indigenous company. 
Either because of the birds themselves or their seed feed, the aviary has periodically attracted various non-human visitors: among the 
welcome ones the Crested Pigeon, Spotted Dove, Superb Fairy-wren and Red-browed Finch. The least welcome have been the Brown 
Goshawk and Grey Butcherbird and, representing non-avians, the house mouse and, worst of all, the rat. 

The Red Tailed Tropic Bird 
nest on Norfolk Island, which we had found 
in use during each of the three trips to the 
island we had over a few years. 
We had our fourth visit there in February 
2012, and sure enough, the nest was again 
occupied; only this time we had the added 
bonus of a large chick also in residence. An 
adult was with the chick on the first day, but 
we did not see it present again for the rest 
of the week. The chick however, maintained 
a visibly steady rate of growth during the 
seven days so I guess the fishing was 
constant and successful. 

 
 Regards, Marie and Doug Prosser 
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Just recently on a mid-August mid-morning a Laughing Kookaburra landed in our bare-branched robinia, facing the aviary. It obviously 
had already sussed out the Cape Dove chick, only a few days old, scarcely more than four centimetres in length, and squatting on the 
scantily made nest beside the wire and shadecloth. Three times it flew down in a concave swoop, clinging to the wire in an attempt to 
stab and grab the nestling and causing consternation among the Cockatiels as well as the parent birds. 
 

 
 

The hunter (note water droplets under lower mandible) The hunted (after protective poles in place) 
 
Nine or ten times from my verandah I threw a jugful of cold water, amounting to several litres, at the predator, drenching it, but it 
remained steadfast on the branch with gaze still fixed on the chick. Now and then it shook its feathers, creating a mini-spray, and 
water trickled down its bill, forming droplets off the hooked end. So I leaned half a dozen poles against the aviary, obstructing its view 
of and access to the nestling. The Kookaburra then turned its attention to other parts of the garden for a substitute meal. At that point 
I had to leave. Some field guides refer to the Laughing Kookaburra’s perching patiently, intently or watchfully for prey, and I can’t think 
of any other bird species that would display such immovability in the presence of an interfering human. 
Five days after this three-way encounter, I heard the all-too-familiar Kookaburra chorus from the same tree and went outside to 
investigate. Two birds took off. On the ground I found a dead Spotted Dove, not long out of its nest I’d say or perhaps even taken from 
it, and at least three times the size of the surviving Cape Dove chick. Its left tarsus was fractured and most of its right wing had been 
consumed, together with its breast and nape. In vain, I guess, I hope the local Dacelo novaeguineae contingent will in future target 
Rattus rattus rather than my aviary occupants or the young wild birds in my neighbourhood. 
 

 
 

A recent trip by Janina Dove, Terry Edwell 
and I to the Royal Botanical Gardens in 
Sydney proved successful, with our search 
for the elusive Powerful Owl. 
 
Even though the information was consistent 
for over a week on the whereabouts of the 
Owl, it is often the case by the time you 
arrive the bird has flown the coop. 
 
Charles Dove  

 
Your committee is at present organising events and speakers for next year. If you have 
anything that you particularly wish us to consider please contact any committee member 
with your thoughts and/or fill in locations that you think would be a suitable venue on the 
form below and hand it to either Betty or Allan at your convenience. 
 
Weekday half day Walk a  

b  
c  

Weekend Day walk a  
b  

Annual Campsite a  
b  

Speaker a  
b  
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Media Release                            
 
17 July 2012 
Woodland birds at risk of extinction found on protected land 
More than 50 Regent Honeyeaters and 30 Swift Parrots – two of Australia’s most threatened 
woodland birds – were spotted on protected bushland property in New South Wales during this 
year’s June surveys. The Hunter Valley property was placed under permanent covenant in 2011 by 
BirdLife Australia’s ‘Woodland Birds for Biodiversity’ project because it contained bushland critical for 
threatened woodland birds. 
Funded by the Australian Government’s Caring for Our Country program, the BirdLife Australia 
project has identified a number of areas around south-east Australia for conservation protection. The 
Hunter Valley property is one of many identified due to the regularity with which Regent 
Honeyeaters and other notable woodland birds have been sighted there. 
Chris Tzaros, co-manager of the Woodland Birds for Biodiversity project comments: “We knew this 
property near Quorrobolong had the hallmarks of a perfect spot for Regent Honeyeaters and Swift 
Parrots but we were amazed to see so many in one place at the same time. The trees are alive with 
the brilliant colours of these birds: yellow and black, green and red”. 
Tzaros continues: “The landholder is delighted to have a permanent covenant on the land so it can 
play a part in conserving these endangered species forever”. 
BirdLife Australia and project partners are set to obtain covenant protection for over 2200 hectares 
of woodland that is important to these birds, exceeding by 800 hectares the covenanting target they 
agreed with the Australian Government in 2010. 
Tzaros comments: “From the Hunter Valley to the south coast, from Orange to Armidale in New 
South Wales and in Victoria and Tasmania, farmers and landholders have agreed to covenant their 
woodland for conservation. This means permanent protection of habitat that is critical for survival of 
our woodland birds.” 
“A positive attitude from farmers towards bird and wildlife conservation means we’ve exceeded the 
project’s target, making sure we focus on the very best quality habitat for birds and wildlife”. 
Project co-manager Dean Ingwersen adds: “It’s marvelous that we are able to protect bush and 
birds with the support of landholders and the Australian Government. This project works. The 
goodwill is there and all we need now is more time and a greater coordinated effort. With these 
species, however, there may not be as much time as we’d like”. 
While woodland bird conservation is the project’s main focus, other species to benefit from the 
protection of these native woodland sites includes Spot-tailed Quolls, Broad-toothed Stag Beetles 
and wildflowers like the Heath Wrinklewort. 
 
1. Birdlife Australia is Australia’s national independent, not-for-profit, bird conservation organisation. 
BirdLife Australia monitors the health of bird populations and their habitats, finds solutions for 
conservation problems, and advocates for birds. 
 
2. BirdLife Australia’s ‘Woodland Birds for Biodiversity’ project partners with Nature Conservation 
Trust (NSW), Trust for Nature Victoria and Tasmania Land Conservancy to identify and establish 
areas for protection under the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country program. 
 
 
 
 
Birdlife Australia – Events List 
Travelling around?  Going interstate?  For a list of forthcoming birding events around Australia visit Birdlife Australia’s website 
and click on ‘What’s On – View all events’ or go to http://www.birdlife.org.au/events   There is also a direct link on the IBOC 
website ‘Bird Links’ page. 
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Members Sightings July - August 2012      
Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Darryl Goldrick 

 
SPECIES NUMBER DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Common Bronzewing 2 4/08/2012 Killalea State Park Forest Paul Nesbitt 
Bar-shouldered Dove 2 22/08/2012 Tallawarra Power Station Shrub-grassy u'cover Darryl Goldrick 
Australasian Darter 1 10/08/2012 Bellambi Boat ramp Tom Wylie 
Striated Heron 1 6/08/2012 Lake Illawarra -Oak Flats Back Yard Mike Taylor 
White-faced Heron 1 16/08/2012 Berrara Rockshelf-Creek Betty Hudson 
Black-shouldered Kite 1 30/07/2012 Russell Vale/Woonona O'Head-Memorial Dr Mike Morphett 
Black-shouldered Kite 1 2/08/2012 Russell Vale/Woonona O'Head - Memorial Dr Mike Morphett 
Black-shouldered Kite 1 8/08/2012 Russell Vale/Woonona O'Head-Memorial Dr Mike Morphett 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 2 1/08/2012 Woonona  Escarpment Mike Deacon 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 2 24/07/2012 Primbee O'head Charles Dove 
Whistling Kite 1 28/07/2012 Dharawal National Park Fire Trail 10H Mike Morphett 
Whistling Kite 1 22/07/2012 Primbee O'head Charles Dove 
Grey Goshawk 2 Wh. Ph 21/07/2012 Avondale Rd Feeding- Road Kill Alan Lowis 
Nankeen Kestrel 2 7/08/2012 Warilla Pub School O'head Charles Dove 
Australian Hobby 1 15/08/2012 Jamberoo Powerlines Darryl Goldrick 
Peregrine Falcon 1 1/08/2012 Primbee O'head Charles Dove 
Sooty Oystercatcher 8 11/08/2012 Sandon Point Rock Platform Mike Morphett 
Kelp Gull 2 11/08/2012 Sandon Point Rock Platform Mike Morphett 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 15 1-13/8/12 Koona Bay Casuarina Brian & Barbara Hales 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 20 15/08/2012 Lake Illawarra South O'head Darryl Goldrick 
Channel-billed Cuckoo 1 8/08/2012 Unanderra O'head Shane Spence 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 13/08/2012 W'gong Science Centre Puckeys Estate forest Anne Cousins 
Brown Treecreeper 1 14/07/2012 Bargo Gorge Woodland IBOC 
Rock Warbler 1 28/07/2012 Dharawal National Park Fire Trail 10C Mike Morphett 
Striated Thornbill 5 3/08/2012 Swamp Rd, Dunmore Trees C and J Dove 
Brown Thornbill 10+ 3/08/2012 Swamp Rd, Dunmore Trees C and J Dove 
White-eared Honeyeater 2 28/07/2012 Dharawal National Park Fire Trail  10H Mike Morphett 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 6 14/07/2012 Bargo Gorge Woodland IBOC 
Scarlet Honeyeater 2(m+fem) 3/08/2012 Swamp Rd, Dunmore Flowering Gum C and J Dove 
White-cheeked Honeyeater 1 9/08/2012 Conjola Nat Park Forest Betty Hudson 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 2 28/07/2012 Dharawal National Park Fire Trail  10H Mike Morphett 
Australian Logrunner 2(m+fem) 16/08/2012 Mt Keira  Scrub Charles Dove/Wal Emery 
Eastern Whipbird 1 13/08/2012 Unanderra Lantana Shane Spence 
Golden Whistler   e-race 1 7/07/2012 Avondale Garden Alan Lowis 
Olive-backed Oriole 1 3/08/2012 Swamp Rd, Dunmore Trees C and J Dove 
Spangled Drongo 1 18/08/2012 Primbee Powerlines Charles Dove 
Eastern Yellow Robin 1 15/07/2012 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 
Fairy Martin 3 18/08/2012 Koorungulla Over Water Charles Dove 
Tree Martin 2 17/08/2012 Primbee O'head Charles Dove 
Bassian Thrush 1 9/08/2012 Woonona Heights Rainforest Mike Deacon 
Mistletoebird 1 m 3/08/2012 Swamp Rd, Dunmore Mistletoe C and J Dove 

 
 

KEEEP A LOOKOUT FOR THE UNUSUAL & NOT SO UNUSUAL BIRD SPECIES OR BIRDS NOT 
ALWAYS A REGULAR IN YOUR AREA TO REPORT FOR UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS. 

Please note: let us know if you see any birds nesting activity. 
Darryl Goldrick 

 
Have your Illawarra, Southern Tablelands or Shoalhaven nice bird photos uploaded onto our Facebook Album;   

to share with the World. 
They will be accredited to the photographer ---  

Email photos and location to the newsletter@iboc.org.au 
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Illawarra-Bird-Observers-Club-NSW-Australia/223624561002229 
 

 
Copyright 2012 All rights reserved. 

While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in 
this newsletter and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  



Eastern Osprey

Description: 

Similar species: 

Distribution: 

o C

Habitat: 

Seasonal movements: 

Scientific Name:  Pandion cristatus
Atlas Number:  241

The Osprey is a medium-sized fish-eating raptor (bird of 
prey). It has dark brown upperparts contrasting with 
pale underparts. There is a black band through the eye, 
separating the white throat from the pale crown. The 
Osprey has a rather small head and neck and typically 
swivels its head around or sways its head from side to 
side. When it is perched, there is a short bristly crest. 
The eyes are placed well forward on the head. The 
fingered wings in flight are narrow and angled 

distinctively. There are dark carpal patches on the 
underwing (at the bend in the wing). The beak is strongly 
hooked and the legs are powerful. The female is similar 
to the male but is larger and has a fuller, darker breast 
band. The Osprey is also called the Fish Hawk or White-
headed Osprey.

The White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Haliaeetus leucogaster, 
is much larger and soars with up-swept wings, rather 
than the sharply bowed wings of the Osprey.

The Osprey is cosmopolitan, being found in many 
coastal and lake areas of the world. In Australia, it is 
found on the north and east coast from Broome to the 
south coast of New South Wales. There is also a 
southern population from Kangaroo Island to the Great 
Australian Bight and a western population from 
Esperance t ape Keraudren. Ospreys are also found 
in the Phillipines, Indonesia and New Guinea.

Ospreys are found on the coast and in terrestrial 
wetlands of tropical and temperate Australia and off-
shore islands, occasionally ranging inland along rivers, 
though mainly in the north of the country.

Ospreys are sedentary, though they will range more 
freely in non-breeding periods. They are frequently 
faithful to a nest site, using the nest for many years. 
Young birds may disperse 20 km - 400 km. In Europe, 
Ospreys are migratory, moving to warmer countries in 
the winter.
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Founded in 1977

Club’s Aim: 
To join together people 
with a common interest 
who wish to further their 

knowledge and 
enjoyment of the bird life 

around them.

                              photo by Judy Baker                                                                                Mylestom

Feeding: 

Breeding: 

Living with us

.

The Osprey feeds mainly on medium-sized live fish, which 
it does not swallow whole, but rips apart to eat. The Osprey 
patrols the coast, searching for prey. It folds its wings, then 
drops headlong, with its feet forward to snatch a fish with its 
talons. It may go right under the water or snatch a fish from 
the surface, before lifting off again, with strong wing 
strokes.

The Osprey may use the same nest year after year. The 
nest is made from sticks and driftwood and may be huge 
after many years. It is usually placed on a cliff, a dead tree 
or even a radio mast. Both birds bring sticks, but the female 
usually places the sticks in the nest. The nest is lined with 
grass, seaweed or bark. The female does most of the 
incubation, while the male brings food to the nest.

Many young Ospreys become entangled in nets or 
seaweed and drown. Persecution, egg collection and 
hunting has threatened European populations. Removal of 
old trees and disturbance has disrupted nesting, but 
Ospreys readily use artificial nesting platforms. Their fish 
prey may be contaminated by pesticides. Few Ospreys 
now breed on the New South Wales coast and they are 
listed as vulnerable

information courtesy of   http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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Club Meeting:     Monday 8th October 2012 
 

"Travels and Birds in Canada" presented by Andy & Anna Knowlson. 
 

7.30pm at Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr of Cambridge Avenue & Princes 
H’way Fairy Meadow. 
 

Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting. 
 

Midweek Walk:                              Wednesday 10th October 2012 
 

Slacky Flat Park.                                                                Leader Ted Simpson. 
 

Meet at the end of Grevillea Park Rd, off the Princes Highway, Bulli at 9-00 am. 
Heading north, look out for Quilkey Place on the left. It is the next turning after the 
sports club.  Bring morning tea. 
 
Contact Ted on mob.0425121221. 

 
Monthly Outing:                              Sunday 14th October 2012 
  
Audley Weir Royal National Park                                       Leader Betty Hudson 
 

Meet at 8.30am at the Audley end of the park in the Wattle Forest Picnic Area. 
Coming north through the park, turn sharp left just before the café, kiosk & 
carpark (NB this is before you reach the weir). Coming south through the park 
from Loftus cross the weir, and immediately after the café & kiosk fork right. In 
either case then follow this road right, across a white painted wooden bridge, turn 
sharp left, following the road for some distance into a large picnic area. 
Morning tea will be at Wattle Forest Flat and then lunch at Willow Tree Flat. 
Remember your sunscreen and insect repellent. 
 
Betty Hudson ph. 4236 0307 or mobile 0432 892 945 

 
Committee Meeting -         Monday 15th October 2012  
The next committee meeting is at 7.30 pm at the home of Ted & Ellen Simpson,  
18 Covington Green, Dapto on Monday 15th October 2012 at 7.30pm.   
Ph 4261 1158 
Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting. 

 
Newsletter –  
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 20th October 2012. 
Email contributions to Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 Purry 
Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

 
 
 
 

            IBOC has pleasure in welcoming all our New Members  
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REPORT FOR CLUB MEETING     10th September 2012 -                                                           Alan Cousins 
We were lucky enough to have another club 
member for this month’s presentation. Peter 
Fackender, who along with his brother, 
Richard have visited many sites and recorded 
many sights in Australia. Peter's presentation 
was entitled "Two Properties - Dry Bush 
verses Rainforest". It featured his 
photography at two very different properties, 
one at Balranald in western New South Wales 
and the other at Poppinbarra, 40 km inland 
from Port Macquarie in the mid north coast of 
New South Wales. The presentation consisted 
of still and video sightings of many bird 
species plus a few other life forms thrown in 
for good measure. It also contained 
commentaries by Peter of what he was doing 
and the species involved. The brothers’ 
patience and daring was evident in the 
amazing scenes and precarious places that 
they put themselves in. A 7metre high hide for 
an example but the end result was definitely 
worthwhile. The scenes of a pair of Wedge-
tailed Eagles feeding their chicks in a nest far 
off the ground and so close to the camera was 

a sight to be remembered by us all. We were 
shown many nesting birds on the Balranald 
property. The list would be too numerous to 
record in a monthly report, a few are listed. 
We were treated to: Crested Pigeon, Little 
Raven, Blue Bonnet, Ground Cuckoo-shrike, 
Pied Butcherbird, Weebill, Striated Pardalote, 
Black-shouldered Kite, Emu, Black-tailed 
Native-hen, Red-backed Kingfisher, Baillon's 
Crake, Australian Spotted Crake, Gull-billed 
Tern and also an Eastern Brown Snake!!! 
Their visits to Poppinbarra have also produced 
many amazing photographs of which again a 
few are listed, Olive-backed Oriole, Regent 
Bowerbird, Black-faced Monarch, Noisy Pitta, 
King Parrot, Noisy Friarbird, Golden Whistler, 
Large-billed Scrubwren, Yellow-throated 
Scrubwren, Spotted Pardalote and Azure 
Kingfisher. Other species other than birds 
were Eastern Water Dragon, Centipede, Ticks 
and Leeches. I apologise to all the bird species 
that have been omitted and again thank Peter 
for his spectacular presentation. 

Midweek Walk  - Wednesday, 12th September, 2012                                            Jann Gowans
Hooka Point, Berkeley 
 
The small car park near Hooka Point was quickly filling up as we arrived on a beautiful sunny 
morning.  Our group of 20 already had a few splinter groups checking out the sights.  Towards 
the lake numerous Pelicans, Silver Gulls, Caspian and Crested Terns, and Cormorants showed 
off their fishing prowess. 
The group set off adding various species including the Superb Fairy-wren, White-faced Heron 
and Galah that were in the scrubby bush bordering the lake and on the grass.  Joan heard a 
Mistletoebird and several people wandered over to try to locate it but were successful only when 
it flew.  Thankfully, we had an excellent sighting later of the male Mistletoebird posing in the sun 
in a dead tree. 
We moved towards Hooka Creek and the bridge and 
comments were made about how few Kingfishers had been 
seen recently.  As we crossed the bridge, Ross spied a 
Nankeen Night-heron and attempted (somewhat futilely!) to 
describe its location to various members of the group.  His 
and others’ attention was drawn to the other side of the 
bridge to the bright blue back of an Azure Kingfisher.  It 
even turned to show off its contrasting breast. 
We walked along the creek towards the phantom Night 
Heron and closer inspection revealed that what many of us took to be a grey rock was actually 
the bird Ross had been talking about.  Pointing out the location was still a bit of a challenge as 
Anne and I looked at two different plastic yellow cups (an easy marker, or so I thought!), each 
trying to figure out why it was so difficult to spot the bird.  Fortunately, Betty took a photo and 
revealed the mix-up! 
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Later, after we had reviewed the bird list, a few late 
comers were added.  A Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
made an appearance and a jet-ski rider on the lake 
drew attention to flocks of small birds on the lake.  
After discussion and examination of photos, it was 
decided they were Hoary-headed Grebes.  Even 
further examination by Charlie revealed a single 
Australasian Grebe also on the lake.  Thank you to 
Ted for leading another enjoyable walk and thanks 
to everyone who came out for the good company!  
We ended up with a fairly impressive final tally of 
60 bird species. 

Photos Charles Dove 
Bird List for Hooka Point Walk 12.09.12 
Black Swan White-faced Heron Rainbow Lorikeet Grey Butcherbird 
Chestnut Teal Little Egret Fan-tailed Cuckoo Australian Magpie 
Pacific Black Duck Nankeen Night Heron Azure Kingfisher Grey Fantail 
Australasian Grebe Australian White Ibis Superb Fairy-wren Willie Wagtail 
Hoary-headed Grebe White-bellied Sea-Eagle Brown Gerygone Australian Raven 
Rock Dove Brown Goshawk White-throated Gerygone Magpie-lark 
Spotted Dove Little Eagle Yellow Thornbill Golden-headed Cisticola 
Crested Pigeon Black-winged Stilt Brown Thornbill Little Grassbird 
Australasian Darter Masked Lapwing Spotted Pardalote Silvereye 
Little Pied Cormorant Caspian Tern Eastern Spinebill Welcome Swallow 
Great Cormorant Crested Tern Little Wattlebird Red-whiskered Bulbul 
Little Black Cormorant Silver Gull Red Wattlebird Common Starling 
Australian Pelican Galah New Holland Honeyeater Common Myna 
Eastern Great Egret Little Corella Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Mistletoebird 
Striated Heron Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Golden Whistler European Goldfinch 

60 species recorded -  including 18 Hoary-headed Grebe in non-breeding plumage 
 

Monthly Outing – Bomaderry Creek   15th September 2012                                Betty Hudson 
 
13 members met at the Nerang Rd entrance to Bomaderry Creek Regional Park on a cool fine 
morning to be greeted by an Olive-backed Oriole calling and a Grey Butcherbird low in an adjacent 
shrub. We then drove round to the western entrance off Illaroo Road. A walk along an old road led 
to the start of the walking track down to the creek, passing through open forest and heath. A pair of 
Variegated Fairy-wrens showed off their brilliant colours close to the road, but otherwise birds were 
scare to start with while a little later two Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos flew silently from a tree. As 
we approached nearer the water the Yellow-face Honeyeaters suddenly filled the air with their calls 
and dominated for the rest of the day. Crossing a boardwalk over a wet area we suddenly come to a 
lookout above the creek. Morning tea! Walking down the track above the creek we came across the 
remains of the new bridge at Mossy Gully which had been removed after being destroyed in a flood. 
The track then entered a rainforest area with large rock cliffs beside the path. Bassian Thrush, 
Brown Cuckoo Dove were seen here and a pair of Gang-gang Cockatoos flew over calling. 
Returning to the lookout we found that those who had turned back early had seen plenty of birds by 
a small damp area in the opposite direction, A Pilotbird spotted on the track as well as many small 
birds. As the track then went steeply downhill we diverted to another lookout with views across the 
gorge, then it was time to return to the cars, passing the 
three Spotted Sun Orchids Thelymitrasp on the way which 
by now opened fully in the warmth from the sun. Crossing 
the board walk we noticed the small pink flowers of 
Bladderwort Utricularia sp. This is an insectivorous plant 
which lives in boggy areas. Both the Sun Orchid and the 
Utricularia are endangered species. 
We returned to the main picnic area for lunch and then 
walked downstream along the Eastern track, which has a lot 
of steep steps. A few of us kept going through the rainforest 
but reluctantly had to turn back without reaching the creek 
crossing or seeing many birds. Those who stopped before 
the first steps saw the Rockwarbler, the Tufted Honeyeater, 
and other honeyeaters. It was a tired but happy group who 
gathered for the bird call. We had seen 50 species as well as 
some amazing scenery. 

Sun Orchard  Photo by Betty Hudson 
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Bird list Bombaderry Creek  15th September 2012     13 members attended        50 species  
Spotted Dove Superb Fairy-wren Yellow-faced Honeyeater Grey Fantail 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove Variegated Fairy-wren Yellow-tufted Honeyeater Australian Raven 
Australian White Ibis Pilotbird Red Wattlebird Magpie-lark 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Rockwarbler White-naped Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 
Gang-gang Cockatoo Weebill Eastern Whipbird Silvereye 
Galah Brown Gerygone Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Welcome Swallow 
Rainbow Lorikeet White-throated Gerygone Rufous Whistler Bassian Thrush 
Australian King Parrot Striated Thornbill Grey Shrike-thrush Common Starling 
Crimson Rosella Yellow Thornbill Olive-backed Oriole Common Myna 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo Brown Thornbill Grey Butcherbird Mistletoebird 
Laughing Kookaburra Spotted Pardalote Australian Magpie Red-browed Finch 
White-throated Treecreeper Eastern Spinebill Pied Currawong House Sparrow 
Satin Bowerbird Lewin’s Honeyeater   

 
 

  
                                     

 

THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By  
 

 
Be inspired……………………..  

Keep the Stories going….. Send in your story of your own backyard garden and the birds PLEASE even a few paragraphs is OK 
 

 

 

The Logrunners Finale.                                        
I continued monitoring the Mt. Keira nest on an almost daily basis. The feeding 
process continued as always, with the male feeding the female and she continued 
feeding the chicks. Not once did the male go to the nest. The action was relentless 
no matter what time of day I went. 
Trip after trip at about 10 minute 
intervals on average, sometimes 
down to 2 minutes when feeding 
close, the longest was about 25 
minutes when further away. Always 
the faeces sacks were buried in the 
litter 2 -3 metres from the nest, 
except one occasion when she 
dropped one on a rock, broke it open 
with her foot and ate something from 
inside it. Waste not, want not. I am 
amazed how hard these birds worked 
on that dry forest floor, the whole area turned over in their endless search for food. 
On one occasion the female shouldered a 30cm x 7cm piece of wood aside to 
scratch beneath. 
On the 3rd September two heads appeared at the entrance to be fed, I arrived at 
10.30am the next day and stayed seated for 45minutes with no sign of the birds; a 
closer inspection revealed the chic’s had vacated the nest! It was now two weeks 
and six days since Charles and I first saw her carrying food, though I am not sure 
exactly when the chicks first hatched. Thirty minutes searching the area I located 
the female feeding one chic, hidden in the dense undergrowth at the base of a 
Palm. Each time she moved away the chic followed a short distance, going straight 
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under cover, usually another Palm, then sometimes under a log. It was barely half 
the size of an adult, scalloped on the front 
with a mottled back and no visible tail. I 
searched 45 minutes for the male and the 
other chic, assuming he had finally taken 
a direct feeding role, but failed to find any 
trace of them, then on a subsequent visit, 
even though the female and her chic were 
again easily found. Why were they not 
together? 
Following strong winds I returned again on 
the 7th to search for the male and missing 
chick. The female and her chick were 
quickly located 75metres from the nest in 
an unworked area, but still no male. After another 45minutes of fruitless searching 
I despondently returned to the track.  My frustration quickly turned to elation when 
I discovered the male feeding the second chic under heavy cover just 15metres 
from where I had earlier seen the female. She was still on the other side of the 
track. At last all four were accounted for. My family was safe.  
Why don’t they feed together? Perhaps two are less obvious to predators than a 
party of four. 
 As the light faded the female and chick, 
with short wings flapping, but unable to 
facilitate lift off, crossed the track towards 
the male. It seems they reunite at night, 
but do they swap siblings each morning? 
This is shared parenting at its best. 
Logrunners have always been special to 
me ever since I first found my first nest as 
a child and my admiration for them has 
only grown after watching their tireless 
dedication to raising their brood. Anyone 
wanting to learn the commitment and 
devotion required to be a parent could do worse than spend a few weeks watching 
a pair of breeding Logrunners, although I do concede they make a few 
modifications to the insectivorous diet. 

Wal Emery                                  photos by Charles Dove 

 
 

 
RECENT BOOKS DONATED TO THE LIBRARY 
 
Oceans of Birds    - Tony Soper 
 
The Herons Handbook   - James Handcock & James Kushlan 
 
The Bird Man , The story of John Gould -  Isabella Tree 
 
Journey of a Lifetime    - Graham Pizzey 
 
The Bedside Book of Birds   - Graeme Gibson 
 
Birds and Their World (2nd edition)  - Joseph Forshow – illustrated by William T. Cooper 
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Ron Imisides managed some really impressive photos from his recent trip 
 

  
478 BOURKE'S PARROT - EULO BORE. 26.8.12 263 VARIED LORIKEET - CORELLA DAM, QLD 1.8.12 

  
503 DIAMOND DOVE. TUEN CREEK, QLD  28.8.12 323 RED-BROWED PARDALOTE. LONGREACH 12.8.12 

  
248 BLACK-NECKED STORK. CORELLA DAM, QLD  1.8.12 394 CHESTNUT-RUMPED THORNBILL. EULO BORE 24.8.12 

 

 

* * * David Holland Shorebirds Book Offer * * * 
If you wish to order a copy of this book, Betty Hudson will be making up an order. You will 

need to give Betty your money of $45 + $10 for postage at the October Meeting.  
A refund of part of the postage will be made depending on the number ordered. 

It is expected that the books will start being mailed out on the 20th October 2012.  
All books will come to Betty and will be available at the November Meeting. 
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Alan Cousins managed a few nice birds Mt Tomah 9-09-12 

Bassian Thrush Satin Bowerbird 

Pied Currawong Common Blackbird 

 

The M
otionless Lyrebird is a bit questionable 

�

�
�

The Coastal Emu is one of the important species 
that Wildlife SOS focuses on. The numbers of 
remaining Coastal Emus are very low - there is one 
isolated group found further north, but the remainder 
are found only here in the Clarence Valley. 
 
Evidence suggests that the Coastal Emu may be a 
distinct species from the Inland Emu due to 
geographical isolation (they are isolated from their 
relatives by several hundred kilometres, and limited 
by the escarpments dividing the range).  
 
Coastal Emus were formerly common, but now face 
the possibility of extinction, which is why Wildlife 
SOS places great emphasis on protecting this 
species. 
 

 

Elderly Birdwatcher Talks About What Moved Him to Peaceful Protest 
Elderly birdwatcher Russ Watts has talked this morning about what moved him to take action in a peaceful protest yesterday at 84 years of age. "I'm not 
against coal mining, but I can't accept the way that governments have manipulated the laws to suit the mining industry and given them free rein to 
destroy the environment" he said. "The area where I was protesting yesterday is a special bird-watching area because it is one of the last intact remnants 
of bushland in the heavily cleared Wheat-Sheep Belt. "I have previously been made a Member of the Order of Australia for my work in eco-tourism and I 
appreciate that Leard State Forest, where these mines are being developed, is a priceless natural asset. "I feel that I can't stand by and watch a public 
forest destroyed for open-cut coal mining when it is such a valuable resource to teach people about the unique values of the Australian bush. "I have 
worked hard during my life to develop local bird routes to encourage people to interact with nature and it is terrible that the NSW Government can 
condone the destruction of an area that is home to as many as 21 threatened species of bird. 
"It seems that there are no areas that are off-limits to coal mining companies and that even our last, most precious wild places are up for grabs" he said. 
Information or comment:  Russ Watts on 67662352 
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Little Penguin 
Sydney's  
Little Penguins got a check-up and the population is 
stable, say experts.  
One of the first of this season's new Little Penguin 
hatchlings gets a health check at North Head in Manly, 
Sydney. (AAP)  
THEY MIGHTN'T BE MUCH more than little balls of fluff 
but they've claimed an enviable view of Sydney 
Harbour. 
Such prime real estate is, however, fraught with danger 
for the newest additions to NSW's colony of endangered 
little penguins (Eudyptula minor), the smallest species of 
penguin, which typically grow about 30cm tall and weigh 
1kg.  
Scientists from the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) on Tuesday inspected the first of this season's 
new hatchlings at North Head in Manly, checking the 
chicks' length, weight and general wellbeing. 
With 120 Little Penguin making up the state's only 
mainland breeding colony, there's the potential for 
hundreds of hatchlings to be born every year - but less 
than 10 per cent of them survive. 
Penguin chicks: "Beautiful balls of fluff" 
"These beautiful balls of fluff have a long road to travel and many obstacles to overcome if they are to make it to 
adulthood and have chicks of their own," said Melanie Tyas of NPWS. 
"The main risks to the penguins are boat strikes - and that's becoming a lot more prevalent unfortunately - (as 
well as) fox attacks and dogs. There seems to be a lot more fast boats (in the harbour) and penguins can't 
predict what those are going to do, so they often fall victim." 
Marine debris such as fishing line and everyday garbage also pose a real threat to the hatchlings. 
Penguin population has stabilised 
Scientist Lisa O'Neill, who has been tracking the Little Penguin population for around seven years, said numbers 
around Store Beach had stabilised over recent years. 
"We've worked hard to try and bring Little Penguin to that area where it's safe and work to increase the numbers 
there, and that is happening slowly," Lisa said. 
NSW Environment Minister Robyn Parker attended the inspection to mark National Threatened Species Day. 
"It's vital that we look after them and protect them; it's a dangerous area and our volunteers have played a critical 
role (in helping them)," the minister said. 
 

 
Some birds, it seems, hold funerals for their dead. 
Ref: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/19421217 
When Western Scrub Jays encounter a dead bird, they call out to one 
another and stop foraging. The jays then often fly down to the dead 
body and gather around it, scientists have discovered. The behaviour 
may have evolved to warn other birds of nearby danger, report 
researchers in California, who have published the findings in the journal 
Animal Behaviour. The revelation comes from a study by Teresa 
Iglesias and colleagues at the University of California, Davis, US. 
They conducted experiments, placing a series of objects into residential 
back yards and observing how Western Scrub Jays in the area reacted. 
The objects included different coloured pieces of wood, dead Jays, as 
well as mounted stuffed Jays and Great Horned Owls, simulating the 
presence of live Jays and predators. 
Alarming reaction  
The Jays reacted indifferently to the wooden objects. But when they spied a dead bird, they started making alarm calls, warning 
others long distances away. The Jays then gathered around the dead body, forming large cacophonous aggregations. The calls 
they made, known as "zeeps", "scolds" and "zeep-scolds", encouraged new Jays to attend to the dead. The Jays also stopped 
foraging for food, a change in behaviour that lasted for over a day. 
When the birds were fooled into thinking a predator had arrived, by being exposed to a mounted Owl, they also gathered 
together and made a series of alarm calls.  They also swooped down at the supposed predator, to scare it off. But the Jays 
never swooped at the body of a dead bird. The birds also occasionally mobbed the stuffed Jays; a behaviour they are known to 
do in the wild when they attack competitors or sick birds. The fact that the Jays didn't react to the wooden objects shows that it 
is not the novelty of a dead bird appearing that triggers the reaction.  
The results show that "without witnessing the struggle and manner of death", the researchers write, the Jays see the presence 
of a dead bird as information to be publicly shared, just as they do the presence of a predator. 
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Extract from Emu - Austral Ornithology  
Volume 112, Issue 3, September 2012 Summaries  

Just a few summaries …. Well worth reading the full versions and highly recommended.  
http://www.birdlife.org.au/education-publications/publications/emu-austral-ornithology 
 
Nesting requirements of the endangered Swift Parrot (Lathamus discolor) Matthew H. Webb, 
Mark C. Holdsworth and Janneke Webb Emu – Austral Ornithology 112(3), 181–188 
http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/96/paper/MU11014  
The Swift Parrot is an endangered migratory species that breeds only in Tasmania. They nest in tree-hollows and forage 
primarily on the flowers of Tasmanian Blue Gum (Eucalyptus globulus) and Black Gum (E. ovata), which provide an 
unpredictable food source from year to year. A primary threat to the species is the loss of breeding habitat in Tasmania. 
To assist in the identification of Swift Parrot nesting habitat, we conducted nesting surveys over three breeding seasons 
to provide a detailed description of nesting trees. We found 117 nesting trees, containing 130 Swift Parrot nests. Sites 
were between 12 and 130 ha in area with up to 49 nests found at an individual site. Nest-trees were characterised as 
being large eucalypts with multiple potential hollows and showing signs of senescence. Reuse of nests was uncommon 
over the 3 years and the infrequency of reuse was most likely related to poor flowering of Tasmanian Blue Gums around 
nesting sites in years following recorded breeding. To protect the species, conservation actions will need to provide 
nesting sites for many pairs of birds and recognise there may be several years between the use of a particular site. This 
requires the management or reservation of forest stands with old-growth characteristics across the landscape rather than 
focussing on historical nesting sites. 
 
Reducing effects of trawl fishing on seabirds by limiting foraging opportunities provided by fishery waste 
Johanna P. Pierre, Edward R. Abraham, John Cleal and David A. J. Middleton Emu – Austral Ornithology 112(3), 244–
254 http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/96/paper/MU12002  
Seabird by-catch in fisheries is a global conservation issue. Seabirds caught in trawl fisheries include albatrosses and petrels. Many of 
these species are classified as threatened by the IUCN. Birds are attracted to feed on fishery waste, and can get caught on trawl gear 
(including on the cables that connect trawl nets to fishing vessels (known as trawl warps) and in trawl nets). Given the attraction of 
seabirds to forage around trawl vessels, careful management of fishery waste can be an effective tool for reducing the risk of by-
catch. In this study, we compared the attraction of seabirds (including albatrosses, petrels and shearwaters) to three forms of fishery 
waste of different particle sizes. Seabirds were generally less attracted to foraging on waste of smaller particle size, compared to the 
largest particle size. However, there were important exceptions. Notably, the abundances of smaller (Thalassarche spp.) and large 
(Diomedea spp.) albatrosses did not consistently decrease when waste of the smallest particle size was discharged. Together with the 
form of discharge, the frequency of waste discharge is also expected to influence seabird attendance at fishing vessels. Finally, the 
risk of by-catch remained lowest when no discharging occurred during fishing. 

 
 

Birds of sunfall 
Birds of sunfall passing in my eyes 
Far off in the patterns of storm clouds, 
How I wish to freeze you in my thoughts 
And paint my poem on skies of yours. 
 
Birds of sunfall singing your song 
Pouring o'er hues at the trees of fall, 
How I wish to flutter with you beside 
And douse my wings at silent shores. 
 
Birds of sunfall, of poets' surmise 
Gliding towards where you belong 
How I wish to predict your paths 
And come to where completeness moors. 
 
Birds of sunfall, this evening dies, 
Come to my windows and prove me 
wrong.  

Dinesh 

A Bird's Paradise 
On a gentle summer day, a tiny bird takes its first flight, 
Doing cartwheels  

in the wind, it sails above ’till day turns to night. 
He rests on a branch for an hour, 
Then reaches for the sky with power. 
He knows not what he’s looking for,  
He just opens his wings and soars! 
But soon enthusiasm turns to doubt, 
As it seems forever he’d been flying about. 
His eagerness just stoops and stoops, 
And he wonders, “Was I right to have flown the coop?” 
But strength soon overcomes him once more, 
For look what lies ahead, behold and before! 
A place so lush and green and nice, 
His brand‐new home his paradise. 

Kate 

 
Have your Illawarra, Southern Tablelands or Shoalhaven nice bird photos uploaded onto our Facebook 

Album;   
to share with the World. 

They will be accredited to the photographer ---  
Email photos and location to the newsletter@iboc.org.au 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Illawarra-Bird-Observers-Club-NSW-Australia/223624561002229 
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I.B.O.C. 2012 Annual General Meeting Monday 12th November 2012  
Nomination Forms for Positions on 2012 Committee 
These forms are included in this newsletter to allow time for completed nomination forms to reach the 
Secretary no later than Monday 5th November 2012. Completed Nomination Forms should be posted to 
the club mailbox, P.O. Box 56 Fairy Meadow or handed to the Secretary prior to this date. 
 
Please note that all nominations must be signed and dated by the Nominee, the Nominator and the 

Seconder, as well as clearly indicating the position sought. 
If any of these are missing the nomination will be invalid. 

 
If no valid nomination forms are received for a position, then nominations will be called from the floor of 
the Annual General Meeting on 12th November 2012. 
The positions to be elected are President; Vice-President; Secretary, Treasurer and 4 Committee 
Members. 
If you are interested in assisting in any of the non elected positions i.e. Records Officer, Activities 
Officer (Monthly Walks), Activities Officer (Mid-Week Walks), Editor, Librarian,  
please let the President know prior to the AGM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Illawarra Bird Observers Club Inc 
 

NOMINATION FOR OFFICE BEARERS  - 2013 
 
The AGM will be held at the start of the November meeting and nominations are invited for the following positions: 
President; Vice-President; Treasurer; Secretary and Four (4) Committee Members.  
 
Nominations should be received in writing by the Secretary no later than 7 days prior to the meeting.  
 
**This year nominations are required to reach the Secretary by Monday 5th November 2012**  
 
 
Position nominated: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Members Name:_______________________________     Signature:_____________________________  Date________________ 
(Nominee) 
 
Nominated by: ________________________________    Signature: _____________________________    Date:  _______________ 
 
 
Seconded by:   ________________________________    Signature: _____________________________  Date:   _______________  
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: All other positions are also available but these are not Committee positions and 
nominations are not required.  
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Members Sightings August - September 2012      
Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Darryl Goldrick 

 
Hardhead 500+ 2.9.12 Berry Farm Dam R and D Stadus 
Hardhead ~2500 3.9.12 Berry Farm Dam C&J Dove-B&B Hales 
Hoary-headed Grebe 18 12.9.12 Hooka Point Lake IBOC 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove 2 25/26.9.12 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 
Brush Bronzewing 2 25.8.12 Dharawal National Park Roadside Mike Morphett 
Brush Bronzewing 1 9.9.12 Dharawal National Park Jingga Track Mike Morphett 
Bar-shouldered Dove 2 29.8.12 Koorungulla Sandy Pathway Charles Dove 
Wonga Pigeon 1 29.8.12 Bomaderry Creek Picnic Area Betty Hudson 
White-necked Heron 1 8.9.12 Koorungulla Swamp Reeds Charles Dove 
Cattle Egret ~100 26.9.12 Berrima Rural Darryl Goldrick 
Striated Heron 1 26.8.12 Primbee Foreshore Charles Dove 
Nankeen Night-Heron 1 29.8.12 Bellawongarah Tree/farm dam R and D Stadus 
Nankeen Night-Heron 4 8.9.12 Koorungulla Swamp Eucalyptus Trees Charles Dove 
Straw-necked Ibis ~20 26.9.12 Moss Vale Pasture Darryl Goldrick 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 2 26.8.12 Primbee O'head Charles Dove 
Whistling Kite 1 30.8.12 Haywards Bay O'head Charles Dove 
Grey Goshawk 1 23.8.12 Thirroul Garden M. Morphett-Anne Young 
Grey Goshawk 2 17.9.12 Jervis Bay  Botanic Gardens R. Emery 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 8.9.12 Primbee O'head Charles Dove 
Peregrine Falcon 1 8.9.12 Primbee Casuarina Charles Dove 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher 7 31.8.12 Koong-Burry Bay Foreshore C&J Dove / T Edwell 
Sooty Oystercatcher 4 17.9.12 Huskisson-Vincentia Rock Platform R. Emery 
Red-capped Plover 1 30.8.12 Haywards Bay Shoreline Charles Dove 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 1 26.8.12 Primbee Foreshore Charles Dove 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 2 11.9.12 Bomaderry Creek Walking Track Betty Hudson 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 4 18.9.12 East Corrimal O'head Mike Morphett 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 12 26.9.12 Berrima Rural O'head Darryl Goldrick 
Long-billed Corella ~20 26.9.12 Robertson Rural Darryl Goldrick 
Channel-billed Cuckoo 1 23.9.12 Thirroul O'head Mike Morphett 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 2 16.9.12 Primbee Casuarina Charles Dove 
Southern Boobook  1 24.9.12 Lake Illawarra South Garden Darryl Goldrick 
Green Catbird 2 17.9.12 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 
Green Catbird 2 25.9.12 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 
Rockwarbler 1 25.8.12 Dharawal National Park Forest Track Mike Morphett 
Rockwarbler 1 2.9.12 Dharawal National Park Stokes Creek Mike Morphett 
Noisy Friarbird 1 nesting 17.9.12 Jervis Bay  Botanic Gardens R. Emery 
Australian Logrunner 2 3.9.12 Excelsior Mine Site Creek-Gully Mike Morphett 
Varied Sittella 2 17.9.12 Jervis Bay  Botanic Gardens R. Emery 
Olive-backed Oriole 2 19.8.12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 
Restless Flycatcher 1 20.8.12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 
Black-faced Monarch 1 17.9.12 Jervis Bay  Botanic Gardens R. Emery 
Little Grassbird 1 12.9.12 Hooka Point Foreshore Grassland IBOC 
Bassian Thrush 1 27.8.12 Thirroul Forest Mike Morphett 
European Goldfinch 12 26.9.12 Berrima Rural Darryl Goldrick 

 
Thank you all for your postings. With the warmer weather members are more active in their excursions and being 
rewarded with increased bird spp and numbers. The 2500 Hardheads reported at Berry is the largest since 1986 at 
the Nowra STW which recorded a similar number.Birdline has also received sightings of large numbers of this 
species and in locations where they haven't been sighted for many years. There has obviously been a breeding 
explosion somewhere - does anyone have any knowledge of where this may have occurred? 
Darryl Goldrick, records officer. 

 
 

 
 

Copyright 2012 All rights reserved. 
While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in 

this newsletter and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  



Eastern Great Egret

Description: 

Similar species: 

Distribution:

Habitat:

Ardea modesta 
Featured bird groups:  Water birds 
Atlas Number:  187 

The Great Egret's overall plumage is white, and, 
for most of the year, when not breeding, the bill 
and facial skin are yellow. The feet are dark olive-
grey or sooty black, as are the legs. During the 

breeding season, the bill turns mostly black and 
the facial skin becomes green. Also at this time, 
long hair-like feathers (nuptial plumes) hang 
across the lower back, and the legs become 
pinkish-yellow at the top. Young Great Egrets are 
similar to the adults, but have a blackish tip to the 
bill.

The Great Egret can be confused with other 
white egrets found in Australia. It can be 
distinguished by the length of its neck, which is 
greater than the length of its body (and with a 
noticeable kink two-thirds of the way up), a dark 
line extending from the base of the bill to behind 
the eye and the overall larger size. 

 
Great Egrets occur throughout most of the world. 
They are common throughout Australia, with the 
exception of the most arid areas.

 
Great Egrets prefer shallow water, particularly 
when flowing, but may be seen on any watered 

ISSUE No. 364                                                                                                                                  NOVEMBER 2012

ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB INC.

Club Contacts:
PRESIDENT :
SECRETARY:

TREASURER:
EDITORS:

RECORDS OFFICER:

POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 56  
FAIRY MEADOW, N.S.W. 2519

www.iboc.org.au

 Alan Cousins, T.  02 4283 3197
 Betty Hudson, T  02 4236 0307

   E-mail: secretary@iboc.org.au
 Ken Brown, 

 Charles Dove,  M. 0417 422 302
E-mail: newsletter@iboc.org.au

     Val Dolan, T. 02 4229 6737
 Darryl Goldrick

      Email: sightings@iboc.org.au

T
H

E

IBOC
N E W S L E T T E R

ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB INC NEWSLETTER

CONTENTS:

Club Activities Page 2

Club Reports Pages 3 - 5

The Birds in My Backyard Page 5 - 6

Articles of Interest Pages 6 - 7

Feather Tales Page 8 - 9

Monthly Bird Sightings Page 10

'ONE GOOD TERN
DESERVES ANOTHER'

ILLAWARRA

BIRD

OBSERVERS

CLUB Inc

Founded in 1977

Club’s Aim: 
To join together people 
with a common interest 
who wish to further their 

knowledge and 
enjoyment of the bird life 

around them.
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area, including damp grasslands. Great Egrets can 
be seen alone or in small flocks, often with other 
egret species, and roost at night in groups.

The Great Egret usually feeds alone. It feeds on 
molluscs, amphibians, aquatic insects, small 
reptiles, crustaceans and occasionally other small 
animals, but fish make up the bulk of its diet. The 
Great Egret usually hunts in water, wading through 
the shallows, or standing motionless before 
stabbing at prey. Birds have also been seen taking 
prey while in flight.

 
The Great Egret breeds in colonies, and often in 
association with cormorants, ibises and other 
egrets. Both sexes construct the nest, which is a 
large platform of sticks, placed in a tree over the 
water. The previous years' nest may often be re-
used. Both sexes also incubate the eggs and care for 
the young (usually two or three).

Feeding: 

Breeding:

information courtesy of   http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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Club Meeting:     Monday 12th November 2012 
 

AGM MEETING – please attend     Plus 2 short Presentations 
 
“Snapshots of Lake Cargelligo” by Ron Imisides   
 
“Some of Birds from the Toowoomba area” by Charles Dove  
 
7.30pm at Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way Fairy Meadow. 

Please bring a plate of ‘goodies’ and a cup for supper after the meeting. 
 

Midweek Walk:                              Wednesday 14th November 2012 
 

Hill 60.                                                                        Leader Ted Simpson. 
Meet at 9-0 am in the car park at the trig point on Hill 60 Kemblawarra. Head south 
from the port down Military road, past the senior college and at the top of the hill 
turn left then left again into the car park. We will spend time here, (a few inclines 
and steps) before driving to the next level for morning tea. We may then drive 
down to the water to see if any sea birds are around. 
Contact Ted on mob. 0425121221. 

 
Monthly Outing:                              Saturday 17th November 2012 
 
Crookhaven Heads and Lake Wollumboola                                 Leader Betty Hudson 
Meet at the Crookhaven Heads Boat Ramp Carpark off Prince Edward Drive at 8.30am. 
Travel south on the Princes Hwy to Nowra, turn left into the Greenwell Point Road. At Pyree 
turn right onto the Culburra Road. As you first come to the outskirts of Culburra passing 
the Police Station & Bowling Club on the right, turn left into Prince Edward Drive. Pass the 
turning to Orient Point and approx. 1km on turn left to the boat ramp carpark.  
Bring a carry morning tea; Lunch will be near the cars. After lunch we will make a visit to 
the entrance to Lake Wollumboola at the other side of Culburra. 
Contact Betty Hudson on 4236 0307 or 0432 892 945. 

 
Committee Meeting -         Monday 19th November 2012  
The next committee meeting is at 7.30 pm at the home of Ken and Sue 
Brown 12 Meads Avenue, Tarrawanna at 7.30pm.   
Ph 4284 0525 
Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting. 

 
Newsletter –  
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 24th November 
2012. Email contributions to Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 
Purry Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

 
 

            IBOC has pleasure in welcoming all our New Members  
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REPORT FOR CLUB MEETING     Monday 8th October 2012 -                                          Alan Cousins 
This year we have been taken by our 
presenters to many places in the world and 
the October presentation was no exception. 
We were presented with "Travels and Birds in 
Canada” by Andy Knowlson who along with 
wife Anna had taken a formal trip to Paris and 
followed it up with a one month informal trip 
around Canada in a Motor Caravan. 
One of Andy’s opening statements related to 
the fact that when his family emigrated from 
the UK in 1960; they had the choice of 
Australia or Canada. Their choice is obvious so 
a visit to Canada in the future was on the 
cards. The introductory picture was of a 
Canadian Goose. Their first trip was by bus to 
Niagara Falls which has the awesome flow of 
567,811 litres per second (Andy mentioned a 
figure which I omitted to record so I did a 
Google search and came up with this figure 
and wondered who stood there and counted!!  
The water flow is 90% in Canada and 10% in 
the USA their visit included walking behind the 
falls and they also took a trip on the "Maid of 
the Mist". 
Their first recorded sighting was the American 
Robin during their visits to such places as 
Vancouver, British Columbia and Alberta. They 
encountered Black Bears on number of 
occasions and also saw signs of other 
dangerous animals fortunately not sighting a 
Grizzly Bear and not so dangerous Chipmunks, 
Beavers, White-tailed Deer, Big-horned Sheep, 
Ground squirrels and also Bison and Elk. We 
were treated to pictures of not only birds and 
animals but the beautiful Landscapes of 

southern Canada as well as a restored Paddle 
Steamer that had helped to develop Canada 
by visiting isolated communities. The 
Canadians appear to value their wildlife and 
there are provincial parks with a great 
environment and with wildlife pamphlets 
available. There are of course many lakes in 
Canada, who hasn’t heard of The Great Lakes, 
Emerald Lake and Lake Louise were a treat to 
see. 
An edited list of the bird photographs shown 
is: Osprey, Bald Eagle, Common Loon, Red-
tailed Hawk, California Quail !l Redhead, 
Eastern King-bird, Brown-headed Cowbird, 
Clark's Nuthatch, Black-billed Magpie, 
Bufflehead (this is a duck!), American Dipper, 
Song Sparrow (30 different types of Sparrow 
in North America), Violet-Green Swallow, 
Killdeer (this is a Plover!!), Hairy Woodpecker 
(14 different types of woodpecker in North 
America), Pine Siskin, Stellars Jay and Gray 
Jay, Rufous Hummingbird, Dark Eyed Junco, 
Cedar Waxwing, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Eastern Phoebe, Mountain Bluebird, Spotted 
Towhee, Townsend Warbler (42 types of 
Warbler in North America), Varied Thrush (6 
different types of Thrush in North America), 
Spotted Sandpiper (14 different types in North 
America all summer visitors), Northern Flicker, 
Black-capped Chickadee (sound familiar?), 
Western Wood Peewee and the Ruddy and 
Ring-necked Duck'  
Thanks again to Andy and Anna for sharing 
their wonderful experiences with us. 

Midweek Walk  - Wednesday, 10th October 2012                                            Ted Simpson
 
Slacky Flack Park I was expecting rain after the 
previous night’s forecast, but it was a nice warm 
sunny morning when 25 members gathered at 
Slacky Flat Park to begin our midweek walk. 
Unfortunately the smell of a dead deer drifted across 
our path as we set off past the locked gates of 
Grevillea Park. The Bottle Brushes attracted a few 
honeyeaters, namely the Lewin’s, New Holland and 
Eastern Spinebill. 
A Gerygone’s nest hung low in a tree on the path. 
We had morning tea at the end of the track, it was a 
leafy incline and the odd leach had to be detached. 
On the return trip we had good sightings of Sacred 
Kingfisher, Black-faced Monarch, and at Grevillea 
Park entrance we were entertained by a Scarlet Honeyeater for quite a while. In all 51 birds were 
recorded on this good mornings walk.  
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Black-faced Monarch Gerygones Nest Scarlet Honeyeater 

Photos by Charles Dove 

 
Slacky Flat Bird list.   Oct 10th 2012                                       51 Birds. 
Spotted Dove Laughing Kookaburra Little Wattlebird Willie Wagtail 
Brown Cuckoo-dove Sacred Kingfisher Scarlet Honeyeater Australian Raven 
Wonga Pigeon White-throated Treecreeper New Holland Honeyeater Black-faced Monarch 
Topknot Pigeon Green Catbird Noisy Friarbird Magpie-lark 
Australian White Ibis Satin Bowerbird Eastern Whipbird Eastern Yellow Robin 
Silver Gull Superb Fairy-wren Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Silvereye 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo White-browed Scrubwren Golden Whistler e-race Welcome Swallow 
Little Corella Brown Gerygone Grey Shrike-thrush Red-whiskered Bulbull 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Striated Thornbill Olive-backed Oriole Common Blackbird 
Rainbow Lorikeet Brown Thornbill Grey Butcherbird Common Myna 
Crimson Rosella Spotted Pardalote Australian Magpie Red-browed Finch 
Channel-billed Cuckoo Eastern Spinebill Pied Currawong House Sparrow 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo Lewin's Honeyeater Grey Fantail  

 
 

Monthly Outing – Royal National Park Audley   14th October 2012                  Lyndall Dawson 
 
After a week of cold wintry weather it was a pleasure to get outside on a day that promised to be 
cool but fine. Sixteen walkers met near Audley Weir in a very pleasant area of parkland where 
almost immediately the bird list sprang to life with sightings of a pair of Purple Swamphens with 
chicks, an Azure Kingfisher coming and going from its nest in the riverbank, a Wedge-tailed Eagle, 
Little Corellas and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos and many ducks, cormorants and grebes. Before 
morning tea we walked close to the river through dense riverine forest typified by palms, ferns, 
vines, several rainforest tree species and towering eucalypts. It was a perfect morning for birds – 
cool with no wind, and by morning tea Tom had recorded 50 species! A close look at a Superb 
Lyrebird was one of the highlights of this time, and Ross’s sharp eye provided more interest and 
entertainment when he spotted what he first thought was a quail, but that turned out to be a very 
compliant and docile Australian Bush Rat (Rattus fuscipes) in the litter on the floor of a palm grove. 
We returned to the parking area for morning tea, where we got a good view of two Topknot Pigeons 
and a cryptic Pallid Cuckoo.  
Following morning tea we moved to 
the other side of the river where we 
walked through drier bushland along 
Lady Carrington Drive, busy with 
cyclists, walking families and 
striding ‘serious’ walkers.  But these 
didn’t prevent us seeing many more 
birds, including the Scarlet 
Honeyeater. Once again we 
returned to the parking area for a 
pleasant lunch break and were 
entertained by greedy Kookaburras, 
a Satin Bowerbird, and the parent 
Purple Swamphens, who 
demonstrated at close quarters their 
method of feeding their young by 
pulling up reeds, stripping their 
base of the tough outer layer and 
feeding the pulp of the stem to the 
babies. 
 
After lunch we moved back across the weir to walk along the shore of the saltwater inlet, where 
Joan had previously seen a Crested Shrike Tit. Sadly that one didn’t re-appear, but a drama was 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo – Eastern Spinebill – Goanna     by Alan Cousins 
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enacted when we came across some very angry and noisy Sulphur-crested Cockatoos who had 
bailed up a large Lace Monitor (goanna), who was keeping perfectly still on the trunk of a large tree, 
evidently considering that if he didn’t move neither we nor the Cockies could see him! 
All-in-all it was a most enjoyable and productive day (70 species of birds!). Thanks again to Betty 
for organising it and to all participants for their sharp eyes and pleasant company. 
 
Bird List for Audley Weir  Bird List       Sunday 14thOctober 2012           70 Species 
recorded 
Australian Wood Duck Australian King Parrot Brown Gerygone Grey Shrike-thrush 
Pacific Black Duck Crimson Rosella White-throated Gerygone Olive-backed Oriole 
Chestnut Teal Eastern Rosella Striated Thornbill Grey Butcherbird 
Australasian Grebe Pallid Cuckoo Brown Thornbill Australian Magpie 
Wonga Pigeon Fan-tailed Cuckoo Spotted Pardalote Pied Currawong 
Topknot Pigeon Shining  Bronze-Cuckoo Eastern Spinebill Grey Fantail 
Australasian Darter Azure Kingfisher Lewin’s Honeyeater Willie Wagtail 
Little Pied Cormorant Laughing Kookaburra Yellow-faced Honeyeater Australian Raven 
Little Black Cormorant Sacred Kingfisher White-eared Honeyeater Leaden Flycatcher 
Great Cormorant Dollarbird Noisy Miner Black-faced Monarch 
Brown Goshawk Superb Lyrebird Little Wattlebird Magpie-lark 
Wedge-tailed Eagle White-throated Treecreeper Scarlet Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 
Purple Swamphen Green Catbird New Holland Honeyeater Silvereye 
Dusky Moorhen Satin Bowerbird Noisy Friarbird Welcome Swallow 
Eurasian Coot Superb Fairy-wren Eastern Whipbird Bassian Thrush 
Little Corella  Variegated Fairy-wren Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Mistletoebird 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Yellow-throated Scrubwren Golden Whistler Red-browed Finch 
Rainbow Lorikeet White-browed Scrubwren   
 
Assorted other wildlife seen 
Lace Monitor; Koi Carp; Turtle; Southern Bush Rat; Water Dragon; Fox Cub. 

 
 

                                     

 

THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By Norma Almond 
 
YES INDEED THEY COME AND GO 
 
My backyard was given over to the birds some years ago. Planted with shrubs, both 
native and exotic (including 2 self-sown flowering peach trees, one magnificent 
white & the other deep pink) a few clumps of special grasses and no lawn. I try to 
keep some semblance of paths with thick papers covered with eucimulch, so it is 
safe for small children and old ladies, but with the unenviable crop of unwanted 
weeds, this is not easy. So to compensate for my limited eyesight, I allow a ration 
of sun-flowered seeds (one pressure pack top) when the birds are evident and for 
this I am rewarded with some entertainment ‘THINK ENTERTAINMENT’ says the 
A.B.C. Just this last week I had a particularly good show. With the ‘bird-table’ 
occupied by several lorikeets , who regard it as their own, a King Parrot, who also 
regards it as their own. A King Parrot alighted on the clothes line on the back porch, 
so I placed some seed in a flower pot saucer just on the concrete; joined by his 
girlfriend he was enjoying an uninterrupted treat when a Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 
arrived showing interest. Not willing to share; Cocky was given the cold shoulder. 
So, aiming to keep things fair, I placed a little container with the last of the seeds 
on the concrete even closer to the door. Cocky decided he needed to take matters 
in hand and with the container in his beak, he few up onto the pergola just to the 
right of the porch and proceeded to eat from the container held in his hand. Mind 
you, I’m all heart; Cocky is no doubt just one of several birds, who began to 
demolish my crop of juicy lemons some time back; Making a hole, extracting the 
seeds then dropping the ruined lemon to the ground. A slow time colourful windmill 
on a stick, hoisted above the tree acted as a deterrent and I managed to save some 
lemons! What I see is all a matter of timing, at this moment 7a.m. there’s not a 
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bird to be seen, but I can hear a Lewin’s Honeyeater. Since the really good show I 
have discovered Cocky quite likes his seeds individually served and sits on the 
Pergola, dish in hand. 
Then of there are the bathers. The Bower-bird loves an all-in dip and makes quite a 
splash, likewise the Butcherbird when he calls and the Pee-wee a gentle splash. The 
Wattlebirds prefer a quick dip as does the Spinebill. I have only once seen the 
Lorikeets in the water and that was with a circle of his kin on the rim of the dish, 
perhaps he was pushed. My front garden is also bird friendly, offering a very large 
Gum, 2 more self-sewn pale pink Peach blossoms and other shrubs together with a 
bird bath, which is not as popular as the one at the back. With this literary effort it 
is obvious I am not a serious bird-observer, but the birds in my backyard (or the 
front) certainly give me pleasure! 
 

Norma Almond  
 

Be inspired……………………..  
Keep the Stories going….. Send in your story of your own backyard garden and the birds PLEASE even a few paragraphs is OK 
 

 

 
 
Hi all shorebird lovers 
 
The shorebirds are a little late starting up to nest this season, possibly due to the unsettled weather with wind storms and 
cold snaps turning off their desire to nest (or maybe they were waiting for me to start work again!). It seems many pairs 
are not sure if it is breeding season yet or not. Plus much of the beaches are heavily eroded and backed by sand cliffs, 
which makes them unsuitable for nesting. Despite this, numerous shorebird pairs have been sighted along the south coast, 
and some have settled down and made nest scrapes in the sand, but only a small number have actually nested so far….. 
Hooded Plovers 
Current nests are at Inyadda Beach, Narrawallee Inlet and Pockets Beach (near Rennies). Volunteers have fenced all three 
nests and Terry + Carol even installed a nest cage at Inyadda due to past nest losses to predators. 
A nest has already been lost to an unknown predator at Monument Beach (Conjola National Park). A real pity as we had 
high hopes for this remote area and it was a beautiful nest, all camouflaged in the shells. 
Further pairs have been sighted at Bherwerre Beach, Sussex Inlet (north Cudmirrah Beach), south Berrara Beach, 
Manyana Beach, Lake Conjola, north Buckley’s Beach (Narrawallee Creek Nature Reserve), south Rennies Beach, Burrill 
Beach, Lake Tabourie, Meroo Beach, Willinga Lake and Avenue Beach (Kioloa). 
Hoodie tracks and nest scrapes reported at further locations Racecourse Beach (Ulladulla), Wairo Beach, Murramarang 
Beach, Racecourse Beach (Kioloa), Island Beach and Dawsons Beach. 
So as you can see the Hoodies are still quite unsettled, are moving around a lot and trying out different locations. A solid 
spell of warm weather should see more nesting. 
Pied Oystercatchers 
Current nests are at Shoalhaven Heads, Lake Conjola, Burrill Lake and Batemans Bay Marina. This last pair has already 
hatched out a chick!  
Volunteers have fenced all nests with the Shoalhaven Heads nest even getting a small electric fence to protect the eggs 
from foxes in the area. The eggs rolled out of the Lake Conjola nest in the windstorms a week and a half ago. Both eggs 
were cold and separated by 8m so unable to be sat on. Col the local volunteer, put both eggs back together near the 
original nest location and the birds are continuing to incubate. Hopefully the eggs will survive. 
A nest at Comerong Island has already been lost, probably to a raven. 
Further pairs sighted along the coast but no more nests reported yet. Please report any sightings or suspected nesting’s. 
Hope you all had a good winter J 
Jodie Dunn 
Shorebird Recovery Coordinator 
National Parks & Wildlife Service 
Office of Environment & Heritage 
Department of Premier & Cabinet 
Lot 9 Collers Rd (PO Box 72) 
Ulladulla 2539 
Ph: 44549516 
Mob: 0427012960 
Fax: 44551850 
jodie.dunn@environment.nsw.gov.au 
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Sykes’s warbler has twitchers tweeting in delight 
The Sykes’s warbler was spotted on a piece of waste ground in the island of Tresco 
Dick Filby/Rare Bird Alert/SWNS.com 
 
The Sykes’s warbler was spotted on a piece of 
waste ground in the island of Tresco Dick 
Filby/Rare Bird Alert/SWNS.com  
Simon de Bruxelles Times 
Published at 12:01AM, October 10 2012  
A small brown bird whose most remarkable 
attribute is that it is a long, long way from 
home has had hundreds of “twitchers” flocking 
to the Scilly Isles.  
The Sykes’s warbler was spotted on a piece of 
waste ground in the island of Tresco on Friday 
evening and within minutes bird watchers 
across Britain were packing their cameras and 
heading southwest. By Saturday more than 300 had descended on the islands with a couple of 
hundred more trailing in their wake. 
 
The sighting was one of only nine recorded in Britain since 1970 making the Sykes’s warbler 
one of our rarest visitors. The reason its arrival was so unexpected is because it is normally in 
transit from the Arabian Peninsula and Afghanistan to Sri Lanka at this time of year.  
 
The Sykes’s warbler had either taken a wrong turn or been blown off course when it was seen 
by Dick Filby in the hamlet of Old Grimsby on Tresco. Mr Filby, 54, a keen birdwatcher from 
Norwich, has spent the past 38 autumns in the Scillies in the hope of just such a rare sighting.  
The islands, 22 miles off Land’s End, are a prime spot for blow-ins. With the arrival of the rare 
warbler the total number of bird species recorded on the Scillies rose to 438. 
  
Mr Filby said: “It is definitely one of the rarest birds I have ever found. As soon as I realised 
what it was, I became excited. It will probably be the only opportunity I have to see one.”  
The bird stayed around long enough for the main group of bird watchers to get an eyeful on 
Saturday but by Sunday when a further 200 turned up it was nowhere to be seen. Mr Filby 
informed other twitchers using his own Rare Bird Alert system which gives sightings website, 
phone apps, and SMS text.  
 
He said: “I saw the bird late on Friday so there wasn’t time for people to get over then but, on 
Saturday, the message had got out and hundreds came to the island. It was not re-located on 
Sunday so we believe it may have left.”  
Will Wagstaff, honorary president of the Isles of Scilly Bird Group, said one theory why the bird 
ended up so far off course was “reverse migration”. This is when a young bird gets confused 
and flies the opposite direction to one it is meant to.  
Mr Wagstaff said some twitchers had travelled hundreds of miles to Tresco to see the bird, 
“from Reading, Dorset and Devon, as well as St Mary’s”.  
The Sykes’s warbler was the second feathered first for the island in the past month after the 
arrival of a short-billed Dowitcher, an American wader, in September. It was only the third 
ever sighting in Britain but a simultaneous sighting in Dorset meant Tresco had fewer visitors 
than this time.  
 
The biggest number of bird watchers to descend on the Scillies was when 900 arrived to see a 
Philadelphia vireo.     

(submitted by Pam Hazelwood) 
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In 1982 the Dept Main 
Roads proposed a ban on 

fishing from Lake Illawarra 
bridge - here is a cartoon 

by Jack Waugh from 
Community Voice 

Submitted by 
Chris. Cartledge 

 

‘WHO’ am I – cute Owl of Facebook- submitted  
by Barbara Hales 

 
 
The Spotted Harrier is a large, slim-bodied raptor (bird of prey) with a striking white-spotted 
chestnut breast and mainly blue-grey upper parts. It has an owl-like chestnut coloured facial disc 
with a narrow light grey ruff around it and yellow eyes. It has long slender yellow legs and a long 
tail, with a wedge-shaped tip. Its long, broad wings have dark, well rounded, 'fingered' tips. The 
female Spotted Harrier is larger than the male. The Spotted Harrier glides slowly, with up-swept 
wings. It is also called the Allied or Jardine's Harrier or the Spotted Swamp-hawk. 
The similar Swamp Harrier, C. approximans, has striped rather than dark wing tips and a more finely barred tail. 
The Swamp Harrier's white rump is also distinctive. 
The Spotted Harrier is found in mainland Australia and Indonesia. It is widespread but sparsely distributed. 
The Spotted Harrier is found in open wooded country in tropical and temperate Australia, particularly in arid 
and semi-arid areas. (text courtesy http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/) 
 

Excellent Photos by Brian Johnston submitted Jack Baker
In recent times in the Illawarra and Shoalhaven Coast we are hearing about more and more sightings of the 
Spotted Harrier keep your eyes out for the Harriers and have a close look if you get a chance 
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First morning back home from our Norfolk Island trip I went 
to our driveway to pick up our newspapers & spotted a 
smallish bird heading up the bank alongside our front 
fence. I thought at first it was then offspring of two chooks 
belonging to a bloke down the road, who evidently believes 
in free range in its most literal sense. (There are countless 
feral chickens roaming all over Norfolk Island.) The birds 
had been regularly targeting our property & scratching the 
topsoil & mulch covering. My creation of a bird-friendly 
garden has its limits. A closer observation gave me a most 
pleasant surprise: a painted button-quail, which is listed as 
scarce in our neck of the woods. It has spent at least nine 
hours in this secluded & shaded area, of which it has 
occupied about five square metres, at times pecking  the 
ground for seed & invertebrates & at others resting in or 
beside the grass & fern border; but always on the alert. In 
his field guide, 
Graham Pizzey refers to the 'soup plate depressions' created 
by this species when scratching & feeding. This form of 
excavation I'm more than happy to tolerate. 

Mike Morphett
Painted Button Quail 

 

 
 
Terry Edwell sent  an unusual pic of a flower at round hill 
that looks like a Humming bird the plant is very prickly but 
the honeyeaters love it 

        
Green Catbird 
Taken through our front window: one was attacking the window, but 
other decided not to. My first opportunity to capture them after some 
similar visits here of late.  
I can't recall seeing so much bird activity here in such a brief period of  
time.                                                                               Mike Morphett 

 
 

DECEMBER Christmas Party 
TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT CHRISTMAS AND IF YOU ARE GOING TO DO A SEGMENT OF 

ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE MEMBERS AT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY IN DECEMBER. 
 

THERE WILL BE A DOOR PRIZE 
AS WELL AS THE BEST DRESSED HAT 

ONE FOR THE LADY AND ONE FOR THE MAN 
 

EARLY START OF 7.OOPM WITH AN INTERVAL BREAK  
FOR A CUPPA OR! 

 

Midweek Walk leader Wanted FOR 2013 PLEASE 

Having done this for two years it is necessary for me to relinquish the position. Whilst I 
have tried to organise and Lead to the best of my ability I feel that new blood is needed. I 
am sure that there are several members who would do a good job and get the satisfaction 

that I have had over these two years. This is a volunteer position so give it a go. Regards Ted. 
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Members Sightings September - October 2012      
Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Darryl Goldrick 

 
 

Hoary-headed Grebe 1 26.9.12 Griffins Bay Water C&J Dove 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove ~ 12 6.10.12 Woodhill Mountain Rd Bushland Carol Eddington 
Tawny Frogmouth 1 11.9.12 Primbee Garden Ron Imisides 
White-necked Heron 1 22.9.12 Primbee Swamp/marsh C Dove 
Nankeen Night-Heron 1 7.10.12 Primbee Sand Dune Forest C&J Dove 
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 29.9.12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 
Grey Goshawk 1 Wh. Ph. 4.10.12 Jamberoo Powerlines Alan Cousins 
Swamp Harrier 1 7.10.12 Dunmore Over Swamp area Tom Wylie 
Swamp Harrier 1 8.10.12 Coolangatta O'head Carol Eddington 
Buff-banded Rail 1 30.9.12 Botanic Garden Garden Wheways/Wylies 
Bar-tailed Godwit 2 9.10.12 Purry Burry Point Foreshore C Dove 
Common Greenshank 1 5.10.12 Lake Illawarra  Whyjuck Bay C Dove 
Ruddy Turnstone 5 15.9.12 Woonona Beach Rockshelf Ross Gowan 
Red Knot 6 3.10.12 Primbee Foreshore C Dove 
Red-necked Stint 1 9.10.12 Purry Burry Point Foreshore C Dove 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 4 3.10.12 Primbee Foreshore C Dove 
Painted Button-quail 1 6.10.12 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 
Glossy Black-Cockatoo 3 16.10.12 North Nowra Upper Grotto Sheila Emery 
Eastern Koel 1 m+f 3.10.12 Koona Bay Casuarina B&B Hales 
Channel-billed Cuckoo 2 6.10.12 Balgownie O'head Terry Edwell 
Shining Bronze-cuckoo  1 26.9.12 Joe's Bay Casuarina  C&J Dove 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 1 26.9.12 Kully Bay Eucalyptus Trees C&J Dove 
Powerful Owl 1 15.9.12 Balgownie Garden Wal Emery 
Sacred Kingfisher 1 2.10.12 Balgownie Garden Wal Emery 
Sacred Kingfisher 1 3.10.12 Primbee Power lines Walter Boles 
Dollarbird 2 10.10.12 Thirroul O'head Mike Morphett 
Green Catbird 1 7.10.12 Balgownie Garden Wal Emery 
Green Catbird 2 8.10.12 Thirroul Garden Mike Morphett 
Satin Bowerbird 1 24.9.12 Kanahooka Brooks Creek Gleniss Wellings 
White-browed Scrubwren 2+3 nestlings 6.10.12 Thirroul Hanging Basket Mike Morphett 
Spotted Pardalote 1 1.10.12 Minnamurra Rainforest Hole in bank+Tree Carol Eddington 
Striated Pardalote 1 22.9.12 Nowra district Bushland Carol Eddington 
Australian Logrunner 4 2.10.12 Mt Pleasant Mt Keira Track Wal Emery 
Rufous Whistler 2 26.9.12 Kully Bay Park Eucalyptus Trees C&J Dove 

Rufous Whistler 1 16.10.12 Bellambi Dune forest Alan/Anne 
Cousins 

Rose Robin 1 4.10.12 Balgownie Garden Wal Emery 
Australian Reed-Warbler  numerous 26.9.12 Kully Bay Reeds C&J Dove 

 
 
Thank you all for your postings. With the warmer weather members are more active in their excursions and being 
rewarded with increased bird spp and numbers. The 2500 Hardheads reported at Berry is the largest since 1986 at 
the Nowra STW which recorded a similar number.Birdline has also received sightings of large numbers of this 
species and in locations where they haven't been sighted for many years. There has obviously been a breeding 
explosion somewhere - does anyone have any knowledge of where this may have occurred? 
Darryl Goldrick, records officer. 

 
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING SOME MEMORAMABLE FROM MEMBERS  

OF THE RECENT MALACOOTA CAMP TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE DECEMBER 
NEWSLETTER 

 
 

Copyright 2012 All rights reserved. 
While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in 

this newsletter and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  
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Christmas BBQ:          Saturday 8th December 2012 
Christmas BBQ at Integral Park, Darkes Road, Dapto on Saturday 8th December at 
4pm. See map for route instructions as there is a road closure on part of Darkes 
Road. Sausage sizzle provided. Bring your own salad, special meat requirements 
and eating irons. 

 
 

Christmas Meeting:           Monday 10th December 2012 
 

Christmas Meeting Monday 10th December at 7pm (NOTE; EARLY START). No guest 
speaker but instead for your entertainment there will be a best hat competition 
(male & female) so get to work. There will be a lucky door prize, slide show, verse, 
quizzes etc. and great prizes. So come along and bring that extra special plate for 
supper (soft drinks and nibbles provided) and be assured of a happy and fun filled 
evening. 
7.00pm at Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr of Cambridge Avenue & Princes H’way Fairy Meadow. 

 
Committee Meeting -         Monday 14th January 2013 
The next IBOC Committee Meeting will be held on Monday 14th January 2013 at 
7.30pm at Betty Hudson’s home, 1 Drualla Road Jamberoo. Any members with 
anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting.  Ph 4236 0307 

 
Newsletter –  
Deadline for Articles and Photos in the next IBOC newsletter is 24th January 2013. 
Email contributions to Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au or post to 2/39 Purry 
Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502. Ph: 0417 422 302 

 

A BIG THANK YOU 
 I wish all those who assisted with our Newsletter as well as all those who 

supported the Newsletter with their Pictures, Reports & Articles  
a most Joyous and Healthy New Year 

Charles Dove 
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REPORT FOR CLUB MEETING     Monday 12th November 2012 -                                   Alan Cousins 
The November presentations followed our 
2012Annual General Meeting and were photo 
shots by Ron Imisides and Charles Dove. 
Ron's presentation was entitled "Snapshots-
Lake Cargelligo - Round Hill. The first few 
shots showed us around Lake Cargelligo e.g. 
High Street and Campsite. The list is extensive 
but worth recording. Australasian Darter, 
Magpie, Dollarbird, Dusky Woodswallow, 
Superb Fairy-wren (m&f),Rufous Songlark, 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo, Red-rumped 
Parrot, Yellow-throated Miner, Major Mitchell's 
Cockatoo, Restless Flycatcher, Brown Quail, 
Brown Treecreeper, White-winged Fairy-wren, 
Swamp Harrier, Superb Parrot, Pink-eared 
Duck, "Albino" Pacific Black Duck, Hardhead, 
Glossy lbis, Black-shouldered Kite, Whistling 

Kite, Baillon's Crake, Spotted Crake, Spotless 
Crake, Red-necked Avocet, Black-winged Stilt, 
Red-kneed Dotterel, Whiskered Tern, 
Australian Reed-Warbler, Little Grassbird, 
Speckled Warbler, Yellow Thornbill, Spiny-
cheeked Honeyeater, Noisy Friarbird, Black 
Honeyeater (m&f), Striped Honeyeater, White-
eared Honeyeater, Mistletoebird, lnland 
Thornbill, Malleefowl (Photo - Terry Edwell), 
Gilbert's Whistler, Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, 
White-fronted Honeyeater, Chestnut Quail-
thrush (m&f), Weebill, Shy Heathwren, 
Southern Scrub-robin, Spotted Pardalote 
(yellow rumped form), Splendid Fairy-wren, 
Red-capped Robin. Ron also had a picture of a 
Common Eggfly Butterfly and a "Warbird" an 
historic bomber plane flying overhead. 

 
The second presentation was around 
Toowoomba with Charles Dove entitled "Some 
of the Birds" and again the list is extensive but 
worth recording even though some are 
repeats from Ron's record. 
Apostlebird, Brown Quail, Cockatiel, Eastern 
Rosella (apparently unusual for this area), 
Eastern Whipbird, Eastern Yellow Robin, Fan-
tailed Cuckoo, Galah, Golden Whistler, 
Golden-headed Cisticola, Grey Fantail, Grey 
Shrike-thrush, Jacky Winter, Little Corella, 
Musk Lorikeet, Pale-headed Rosella, Plum-
headed Finch (m&f), Rainbow Lorikeet, 
Redcapped Robin, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, 
Rufous Fantail (m&f), Rufous Whistler, 
Scalybreasted Lorikeet, Zebra Finch, 
Cicadabird, Australasian Grebe, Blue-billed 
Duck (m,f&Juv.), Cotton Pygmy-Goose, 
Hardhead, Magpie Goose, Australasian Darter, 
Cattle Egret (breeding plumage), Intermediate 
Egret, Little Egret, Royal Spoonbill, Brush 
Turkey, Australasian Pipit, Restless Flycatcher, 
Spangled Drongo, Tawny Grassbird, Torsion 
Crow, White-breasted Woodswallow, Tree 
Martin, Varied Triller, White-headed Sittella, 
White-winged Chough, Grey-crowned Babbler, 
Ground Cuckoo-shrike, Blue-faced 
Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, Brown-
headed Honeyeater, Figbird (m&f), Fuscous 
Honeyeater, Lewin's Honeyeater, Little 
Friarbird, Noisy Miner, Rainbow Bee-eater, 
Scarlet Honeyeater, White-eared Honeyeater, 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Yellow-throated 
Miner, Collared Kingfisher, Double-barred 
Finch, Little Bronze-Cuckoo, Pied Butcherbird, 
Koel, Red-backed Fairy-wren (m&f), Striated 
Pardalote, Australian Reed-Warbler, Black 

Swan, Australasian Darter, Glossy lbis, 
Laughing Kookaburra, Purple Swamphen, Red-
necked Avocet, Straw-necked lbis, Masked 
Lapwing (chicks), Tawny Frogmouth, Common 
Bronzewing, Peaceful Dove, Pink-eared Duck, 
White-headed Pigeon, Black Falcon, Black-
shouldered Kite, Nankeen Kestrel, Wedge-
tailed Eagle, Bar-tailed Godwit, Caspian tern, 
Whimbrel, Satin Bowerbird, Striped 
Honeyeater, White-naped Honeyeater, White-
throated Honeyeater, Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeater, Azure Kingfisher, Dollarbird, Grey 
Butcherbird (m&f), Pheasant Coucal, Large-
billed Scrubwren, Red-browed Finch, Superb 
Fairy-wren, (m&f), Banded Lapwing, Comb-
crested Jacana, Eurasian Coot, Latham's 
Snipe, Little Black Cormorant, Little Pied 
Cormorant, Royal Spoonbill, White-necked 
Heron, Musk Duck, Southern Boobook, Brown 
Cuckoo-Dove, Cotton Pygmy-Goose, 
Australian Pelican (infrequent visitor), Plumed 
Whistling-Duck, Wood Duck, Black Kite, 
Brahminy Kite, Pacific Baza, Whistling Kite, 
Grey-tailed Tattler, Great Knot, Beach Stone-
curlew, Silvereye, Black-faced Monarch, Brown 
Gerygone, Mangrove Gerygone, Brown 
Thornbill, Buff-rumped Thornbill, Spectacled 
Monarch, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Dusky 
Woodswallow, Speckled Warbler, White-
browed Scrubwren, Tree Martin. Charles also 
included a cluster of Autumn Moths, Hare, 
Brisbane Short-necked Turtle, Wallaby and 
beautiful Water Snowflake. 
 
Thank you to Ron and Charles for a very 
interesting and entertaining evening. 
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Midweek Walk - Wednesday, 14th November 2012                                            Ted Simpson

Heading towards hill 60 the rain was light and steady with prospects of the walk 
being cancelled. I arrived to find three members eagerly waiting in their wet gear 
as the rain had all but stopped at that time. The bird count was slow, they must 
have been sheltering. A Yellow Thornbill gave us a good display, hovering like a 
honeyeater, when Ann saw the reason. It was trying to get a caterpillar off a 
branch. We moved down to a lower level and had morning tea in a shelter as the 
rain returned. 31 birds were recorded by 14 members on this rather dismal day. 

As the walk was not called off it finished up pleasant under the circumstance. 

 
Bird List for Hill 60 Port Kembla Walk 14.11.12                                              32 species recorded 
Australasian Gannet Kelp Gull Little Wattlebird Magpie-lark 
Little Pied Cormorant Silver Gull New Holland Honeyeater Silvereye 
Great Cormorant Rainbow Lorikeet Eastern Whipbird Welcome Swallow 
Little Black Cormorant Eastern Koel Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Red-whiskered Bulbul 
Australian Pelican Superb Fairy-wren Australian Magpie Common Starling 
Australian White Ibis White-browed Scrubwren Grey Fantail Common Myna 
Nankeen Kestrel Yellow Thornbill Willie Wagtail Red-browed Finch 
Sooty Oystercatcher Spotted Pardalote Australian Raven House Sparrow 

 
 

Monthly Outing –        Crookhaven Heads – Lake Wollumboola   17th November 2012     
Terry Edwell

The weather was overcast to start our walk, but the clouds soon cleared and we had a 
beautiful day after the wet day on Friday. 
We started the walk at the boat ramp and walked as far as we could along the shore to 
Orient Point.  We had a good sighting of a Whimbrel, which was a first for a couple of us.  
The usual Cormorants and a Darter were present along with Masked Lapwings. The bush 
track on the way back produced Whipbirds, an Olive-backed Oriole and many more of the 
more common bush birds. 48 different species were seen here. 
We stopped for morning tea overlooking the sea, where we spotted a lone Garnet sailing 
along in the wind. We saw some beautiful Yellow-Tailed Black-Cockatoos here feeding on 
Banksia Trees of some kind.  We then walked up to the old Crookhaven lighthouse, where 
we saw a Grey-Shrike Thrush on a nest just under the eaves.  Looking out from the lookout 
we saw a seal floating with one flipper in the air, obviously having a rest; he just kept 
floating over the waves and poking his head up every now and then for a breath of air.  
Seventeen different species of birds were seen here.  
 A leisurely Lunch was eaten in the park at Lake Wollumboola, which was the starting point 
for our next walk for the day which was a stroll out to the estuary. There were not many 
water birds but the two Little Terns made our day, they are such beautiful little birds and 
look so small up against a Silver Gull and a Caspian Tern.  There were a few Red-capped 
Plovers around too.  Sixteen different species were seen here. 
It was a really pleasant day, thanks to my twelve companions and a special thankyou to 
Betty who looks after us so well.  Also a big welcome, to Carol (Kara) Eddington, the 
newest member of our club to join us. 
 

   
Lighthouse Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Little Terns 

  Pics by Terry Edwell 
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Grey Shrike-thrush on nest Grey Shrike-thrush with grub Whimbrel 

By Alan Cousins Charles Dove Charles Dove 
 
 
Bird Lists for Crookhaven Walks 17.11.12                     A total of 60 species for the day 
Walk from Boat Ramp to Orient Point                                                  48 species Recorded 
Brown Quail Silver Gull Eastern Spinebill Australian Magpie 
White-headed Pigeon Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Lewin’s Honeyeater Pied Currawong 
Spotted Dove Rainbow Lorikeet Yellow-faced Honeyeater Grey Fantail 
Bar-shouldered Dove  Australian King-Parrot Little Wattlebird Rufous Fantail 
Australasian Darter Crimson Rosella Red Wattlebird Willie Wagtail 
Great Cormorant Channel-billed Cuckoo New Holland Honeyeater Australian Raven 
Little Black Cormorant Laughing Kookaburra Eastern Whipbird Magpie-lark 
Pied Cormorant Superb Fairy-wren Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Eastern Yellow Robin 
Australian Pelican Variegated Fairy-wren Golden Whistler e-race Silvereye 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher Brown Gerygone Australasian Figbird Red-whiskered Bulbul 
Masked Lapwing Striated Thornbill Olive-backed Oriole Common Starling 
Whimbrel Yellow Thornbill Grey Butcherbird Red-browed Finch 

Crookhaven Lighthouse Walk                                               17 Species Recorded
Australasian Gannet Masked Lapwing Little Wattlebird Grey Fantail 
Little Pied Cormorant Crested Tern New Holland Honeyeater Welcome Swallow 
Great Cormorant Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Grey Shrike-thrush  
Little Black Cormorant Laughing Kookaburra Grey Butcherbird  
Eastern Great Egret Brown Thornbill Australian Magpie  

Walk to Lake Wollumboola Estuary                                    16 Species Recorded 
Black Swan Great Cormorant Caspian Tern Superb Fairy-wren 
Chestnut Teal Australian Pelican Crested Tern Brown Thornbill 
Pacific Black Duck Red-capped Plover Silver Gull Grey Fantail 
Little Pied Cormorant Little Tern Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Australian Raven 

 
                                     

 

THE BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD 

By ?????? What about you? 
 

INVITATION TO IBOC MEMBERS 
To a BBQ at the Cashmans 

on Friday 25th January, 5pm onwards.  
Please bring your own meat, drinks and a picnic chair.  

Salads will be supplied but if anyone wants to bring a SMALL plate 
of eats, it will be happily accepted. 

Rain or shine. 
 

RSVP 
5 Madden St. Fernhill -  Ph 4284 0538 or cashman5@bigpond.com 

thanks, Robyn and John Cashman 
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Illawarra Bird Observers Club 2013 Committee 
President     Alan Cousins  
Vice President    Roger Bogaert 
Secretary     Betty Hudson 
Treasurer     Ken Brown 
Committee Members (4) 
      Ann Cousins 
      Charles Dove 
      Sylvia Garlic 
           Bill Zealey 
 
Ex Officio positions: 
Public Officer     Chris Cartledge 
Newsletter Editor     Charles Dove 
Activities Officer Monthly Walks & Camps Betty Hudson 
Activities Officer Mid-Week Walks  Rupert Jarvis 
Records Officer      Darryl Goldrick  
Librarians      Ann Cousins & Judith Baker 
Web Master      Chris Cartledge 
 
Name Tags       Neil Wheway 
Hall   `     Tom Wylie 
Notice Board      David & Sylvia Garlic 
Supper      Sylvia Garlick 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
The 21st NSW Coastal Conference  
was held in Kiama in November this year 
to bring together town planners and other 
interested participants for the purpose of 
discussing issues relating to coastal 
management and put forward solutions to 
the various problems facing the NSW 
coastline such as overdevelopment. The 
Club was asked to give a guide tour of 
Spring Creek Kiama to delegates 
attending the conference and explain the 
various habitats found in the lagoon. The 
club was fortunate in getting Chris 
Brandis and Charles Dove to conduct the 
guided tour and to provide their expert knowledge on the day. This was a great 
opportunity to promote the club to a cross section of people from all over NSW. 
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Snippets from BIGnet                                                                                             – from Darryl Goldrick 

• COG (ACT Group) advise that urbanisation of woodlands in their area is a major issue as is the 
spread of solar farms. 

• CBOC (Cumberland Group) have written letters and made representation to the appropriate 
authorities re hunting in NPs and SFs, government’s sale of surplus land in CBOC area, changes 
to planning laws. 

• A NSW private members bill is soon to be presented that will permit duck and quail hunting in NPs. 

• BASNSW reported serious problems with Dieback in mature Eucalypts (Grey Box, I think) in 
western Sydney. 

• There  are plans to implement certain reforms to the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act (Federal legislation).Government is attempting to have States administer the 
EPBC Act and to handle “Areas of National Significance” 

• Important Birding Areas (IBA’s) Project no longer has a full time Manager at BirdLife Australia. 
BIGnet resolved to seek funding  for a Project Officer to coordinate the IBA Project in NSW. 

• The Environmental Defenders Office is in danger of  not  being able to continue due to lack of 
sufficient funding from the State and Law Society of  NSW.  The EDO is the NSW community’s 
only resource of accessible, independent, expert, public interest legal advice on planning and 
environmental matters. It has been in operation since 1985. It is seeking the public’s help in 
making representation to your local State members and other appropriate authorities. For more 
info and details see their website – www.edonsw.org.au 

 

Autumn Camp 2013  Barney’s Caravan Park Gilgandra 
The IBOC Autumn Camp will be held at Barney’s Caravan Park & Acropolis Motel Gilgandra from 6th 
to 13th April 2013. 
Gilgandra is 508km from Wollongong and 70km north of Dubbo on the edge of the NW Slopes.  
The Caravan Park is situated on Lower Miller Street (the Castlereagh Hwy) approx. 1.5km NW of the 
junction with the Oxley & Newell Hwys., at the intersection with Clark Street 
Due to the camp being over the week between Easter Week and the start of the NSW School Holidays, 
cabins are limited. I have been advised that 4 ensuite cabins and 3 or more motel style units are available 
for this period. Both cabins and the units have full kitchens and one queen size bed only. You will need 
to check if linen is provided. The motel units are very spacious. 
I was advised that there are plenty of powered and unpowered sites available 
The prices are as follows: 
Cabins   $65 per night i.e. $455 for 7 nights for 2 people including linen 
Motel Style Units  $80 per night i.e. $560 for 7 nights for 2 people including linen 
Powered sites  $25 per night i.e. $175 for 7 nights for 2 people 
Unpowered sites $23 per night  i.e. $161 for 7 nights for 2 people 
The Manager of the Park has requested that we make our bookings as soon as possible.  
To book a cabin, unit or a site phone 02 6847 2636.  
Some additional information and photographs are available on their web site; 
www.barneysandakropolis.com.au  
It is important that you let me know as soon as you have booked. (email secretary@iboc.org.au or ph. 
4236 0307). For late comers there is plenty of alternative accommodation in Gilgandra if required. 
Contact me for details 
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MALLACOOTA 
Report on Mallacoota Camp October 2012.                                                  Betty Hudson 
29 members attended our Spring Camp at Mallacoota. Shady Gulley was an apt name for the site as 
it was surrounded by Shady Gulley Bush Reserve and planted with many flowering bottlebrush trees. 
After the long drive from Wollongong everyone was pleased to arrive on a great afternoon, settle in 
and have an early night before the activities started. 
Sunday dawned fine but with a strong wind as we investigated the tracks through Shady Gulley 
Reserve. Wonga Pigeons visited the camp area regularly, as did the occasional Common Bronzewing, 
both feeding quietly along with Australian Wood Duck & Galahs on the grassy areas. The bottlebrush 
by my tent was the home to two newly fledged Red Wattlebirds, whose parents kept all other birds 
at bay for most of the week. Our walk showed many interesting birds including, Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo; Fan-tailed Cuckoo; Superb Lyrebird; Bell Miner; Varied Sittella; Black-faced Monarch; & 
Rose Robin. Later in the week Wal saw the Lyrebird fly up, perch in a tree, throw his head back and 
give a perfect imitation of a rooster crowing! Over the entire camp 65 species of birds were recorded 
in the reserve and adjoining caravan park 
After lunch we headed into Mallacoota to the Pittosporum Forest Walk along the cliffs and on to 
Bastion Point. Few birds were seen in the forest but some good sightings on the lagoon below and 
off the point, including: Australasian Gannet; Pied & Sooty Oystercatchers; Great Knot; Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper; Caspian Tern; White-throated Treecreeper feeding young; White-fronted Chat also 
feeding young; 38 species recorded. 
Monday was a different tale. We awoke to steady rain. After some deliberation, the days outing was 
postponed for an hour. As the skies lightened we decided that Gypsy Point would be a sensible 
choice as it was inland and the roads were all sealed. The rain had stopped when we arrived so we 
walked back up the hill to where Rupert had seen a Crake or Rail as he drove in. Great excitement 
as we identified it as a Buff-banded Rail. Everyone got a good look and the obligatory photographs. 
Reaching the hilltop and debating which way to go, we realised that there was a heavy shower 
approaching very fast so we made a very hasty retreat back to the cars for morning tea. Driving to 
the end of the road past the lodge we walked along a spit between two rivers. Where to look! Birds 
everywhere! Many were either already nesting or building nests. The return point was decided when 
a large black snake made an appearance on the track. 58 species of birds including Topknot Pigeon; 
Purple Swamphen; Shining Bronze-Cuckoo; Brush Cuckoo; Fan-tailed Cuckoo; Brown Gerygone; 
Golden & Rufous Whistlers; Rufous & Grey Fantails; Leaden Flycatcher; Fairy Martin; Red-browed 
Finch;  
The afternoon saw us at Double Point Nature Reserve about 7km West of Mallacoota. This is a small 
patch of rainforest with a sheltering hill of very dry Eucalyptus Forest.  The highlight was the 
sighting of a Pink Robin by Andy & Anna. Red-browed Treecreeper; Azure Kingfisher; and on a visit 
the previous week Betty saw a Pilotbird. A very photogenic Koala kept cameras busy as we returned 
to the picnic area. The reserve together with the downstream portion of the creek saw us record 34 
species of birds. 
The rain having now blown through, Tuesday was a fine but cold day as we headed south along the 
coast. First stop was Betka River Estuary & Beach to find the Hooded Plover. Yes it was still sitting 
on a nest where it was very vulnerable to interference from people, & dogs as well as predators. 
Trying not to get too close to take photographs, we made a hasty retreat when it rose and walked a 
short distance from the nest which contained 3 eggs. Let’s hope it returned very speedily. 
Australasian Darter; Australasian Pipit; were also seen.  
The next stop was to an interesting restored RAAF WWII Operations Bunker Museum. The Bunker 
was used for Coastal Surveillance amongst other duties. It is beside what is now Mallacoota Airport. 
A quick visit here gave us an interesting sighting with 2 Grey Plovers walking beside the runway. 
After enquiring at the office we were permitted to walk across the airfield looking for Ground Parrots. 
No luck. 14 Species recorded including Stubble Quail; Rufous Songlark; Australasian Pipit.  
On again, looking for Quarry Beach, with interesting rock formations, to have lunch. The track in 
was closed for repairs. Secret Beach was the next place. Secret indeed, down a long flight of steps 
through the dune forest before the sea was sighted. A deserted beach what luck. Finding a spot out 
of the wind was the greater challenge. A White-bellied Sea-Eagle was among 15 species recorded 
After lunch we left the good gravel road to enter the National Park on an old forest road – just wide 
enough for 2 vehicles to pass in places. This was the access road to Shipwreck Creek Camp Site. A 
spot of excitement in the car park as a large black snake was spotted moving between the cars and 
our group We were looking for the heath walk in the hopes of finding Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters. 
Some people were lucky just turning a corner and there they were. The eucalyptus forest has a wide 
variety of flowers including orchids and the Butterfly Iris. Once we reached the heath the wildflowers 
especially the small plants were very colourful and varied. A White-bellied Sea-Eagle was circling 
overhead and whales were seen from the cliffs. 19 species recorded. 
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Wednesday was the highlight of the week, a boat trip on the Inlet. After spending an hour checking 
for waders in the vicinity of the harbour we boarded the Lochard and met the crew who explained 
the routine for the morning. As we were bird watchers the skipper was taking us as near as possible 
to the wader roost and then to look for the White-bellied Sea-Eagles. A leisurely pace saw a seal 
basking on the water and waders in the distance on the sand banks. Frustratingly, the tide was too 
low to approach nearer. Moving into a cove on the northern side of the inlet a loud “Come on” 
brought a Sea Eagle into sight then a large salmon was thrown into the water. With no hesitation 
the eagle swooped on the fish, grabbed it in its talons and flew off. A second Eagle was similarly fed. 
Next a Whistling Kite appeared and was tempted with a smaller fish. It took several attempts to 
hook the fish with cameras clicking all the time. The skipper even called an extra Eagle in later in 
the trip as Terry had missed out on a photo. Morning tea at the original settlement ruins was a very 
welcome interlude. This was very worthwhile trip which lasted 3 hrs instead of the scheduled 2hrs. It 
was then a race back to camp for a hasty lunch as we had arranged to be let into the sewage ponds 
at 3pm. A great birding spot with several young Australian Shelduck causing much speculation as to 
their identity. Someone even suggested that they were moulting Garganey! A large Lace Monitor 
completed the picture along with a distant Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo identified with the aid of the 
spotting scope. While most of us went on the cruise Barry walked to the Heath just before Betka 
Beach and was rewarded with sightings of 2 groups of Southern Emu-wrens. A perfect day was 
completed with a good meal and fellowship at the local hotel. 
Next day, Thursday, we had a change of habitat, heading north of Genoa along the Wangarabell 
Road climbing all the time through state hardwood forest, crossing several creeks and then through 
cleared farmland with a large dam. Stopping where parking permitted, we heard & saw Gang-gang 
Cockatoos, Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos, Little Lorikeets, Pilotbird, Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, 
Leaden Flycatcher, Rose Robin, Reed Warbler, amongst many others.  We also learnt the value of 2 
way radios, as we contacted the grader driver working on road repairs to advise him that we were 
coming past. Returning to Genoa we explored the Historic Old Bridge. Returning to the highway to 
drive back to Mallacoota were just fortunate not to be using the highway as this was being closed 
due to a bush fire. Shortly afterwards the Mallacoota road was also closed for several hours! 
Friday we returned to NSW to visit Nadgee National Park. This was on a well-made forest drive but 
with few opportunities to stop. Morning tea was beside the road where the ground was covered with 
purple lilies, but few birds. The next stop was at Maxwell’s Flora Reserve a pocket of rainforest in a 
steep gulley. A walking track led down into the gully but due to the recent high winds there was a 
lot of debris to be negotiated. The variety of tree ferns by the creek was amazing, but birds were 
few until returning to the eucalyptus forest. A Crested Shrike-tit was seen as well as a Golden 
Whistler, Lyrebirds were heard calling as was the Eastern Whipbird, and the ever present Wonga 
Pigeon. 
Continuing on we eventually found Maxwell’s Lookout with a remarkable view of Mallacoota Inlet. 
Despite the stiff cold wind we all sat in the open to watch the scenery for lunch.  After saying 
farewell to Barry Virtue we then headed back to camp to prepare to leave the next morning.  
The last evening the three juvenile Glossy Black-Cockatoos were brought by their parents to feed in 
the Casuarina behind my tent. What a special moment.  
142 species were recorded during the week. A detailed list of what was seen, where, will be posted 
on the web site. 
This was a great camp, in a fantastic spot, which had everyone hoping to be able to make a return 
visit. 
Mallacoota Bird List                                                                        142 species recorded 

Stubble Quail Little Egret Crested Tern White-throated Gerygone Dusky Woodswallow 

Black Swan Eastern Reef Egret Silver Gull Striated Thornbill Australian Magpie 

Australian Shelduck Australian White Ibis Glossy Black-Cockatoo Yellow-rumped Thornbill Pied Currawong 

Australian Wood Duck Royal Spoonbill Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Buff-rumped Thornbill Rufous Fantail 

Pink-eared Duck White-bellied Sea-Eagle Gang-gang Cockatoo Brown Thornbill Grey Fantail 

Grey Teal Whistling Kite Galah Spotted Pardalote Willie Wagtail 

Chestnut Teal Brown Goshawk Rainbow Lorikeet Striated Pardalote Australian Raven 

Northern Mallard Swamp Harrier Musk Lorikeet Eastern Spinebill Leaden Flycatcher 

Pacific Black Duck Wedge-tailed Eagle Australian King-Parrot Lewin's Honeyeater Restless Flycatcher 

Hardhead Nankeen Kestrel Crimson Rosella Yellow-faced Honeyeater Black-faced Monarch 

Australasian Grebe Australian Hobby Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Yellow-tufted Honeyeater Magpie-lark 

Hoary-headed Grebe Purple Swamphen Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Fuscous Honeyeater White-winged Chough 

Spotted Dove Buff-banded Rail Pallid Cuckoo Bell Miner Rose Robin 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove Eurasian Coot Fan-tailed Cuckoo Little Wattlebird Pink Robin 

Common Bronzewing Australian Pied Oystercatcher Brush Cuckoo Red Wattlebird Eastern Yellow Robin 
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Crested Pigeon Sooty Oystercatcher Southern Boobook White-fronted Chat Australian Reed-Warbler

Wonga Pigeon Grey Plover Azure Kingfisher Scarlet Honeyeater Rufous Songlark 

Topknot Pigeon Red-capped Plover Laughing Kookaburra Tawny-crowned Honeyeater Silvereye 

Tawny Frogmouth Black-fronted Dotterel Sacred Kingfisher New Holland Honeyeater Welcome Swallow 

Australasian Gannet Hooded Plover Superb Lyrebird White-naped Honeyeater Fairy Martin 

Australasian Darter Masked Lapwing White-throated Treecreeper Noisy Friarbird Common Blackbird 

Little Pied Cormorant Bar-tailed Godwit Red-browed Treecreeper Eastern Whipbird Common Starling 

Great Cormorant Eastern Curlew Satin Bowerbird Varied Sittella  Red-browed Finch 

Little Black Cormorant Ruddy Turnstone Superb Fairy-wren Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike House Sparrow 

Pied Cormorant Red Knot Southern Emu-wren Crested Shrike-tit Australasian Pipit 

Australian Pelican Red-necked Stint Pilotbird Golden Whistler E-race  European Goldfinch 

White-necked Heron Sharp-tailed Sandpiper White-browed Scrubwren Rufous Whistler  

Eastern Great Egret Little Tern Weebill Grey Shrike-thrush  

White-faced Heron Caspian Tern Brown Gerygone Olive-backed Oriole  

 
Mallacoota Moment                              Alan Cousins 

 
 

Is this bird waiting for a feed at the 

 

 Mallacoota golf club, he didn't get 

 

 much from us lot 

 
 

 
Mallacoota Moment                                                            Pam Hazelwood 
Double Creek. I had walked away to find the Rosé Robin. When I rejoined Anna, Andrew and Neil 
they told me I had just missed a Pink Robin. "The Pink went all down the front" said Anna. How 
close!  

 
Spotted 
Pardalote 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pam 
Magic Moments 
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Mallacoota                                                                                                             Barbara Hales  
You  just  had  to  be  there  to  experience  the  absolute  thrill  of 
close  up  encounters  with  White‐bellied  Sea  Eagles  and 
Whistling Kites. Once again  the  IBOC camp came up with  the 
goods,  this  time  at Mallacoota. Our  skipper, George,  aboard 
the MV Lochard was able to call in these magnificent, majestic 
birds  to  encircle  our  boat  at  close  quarters  causing  lots  of 
oooos and ahhhs,  rapidly clicking cameras and happy,  smiling 
faces all around. I am still on a high just recalling the trip. There 
were other magic moments too  like seeing a  lace monitor as  it strolled  lazily across the road just  in front of our 
vehicle. There was also the great excitement of hearing of the sighting of a Pink Robin at the very pleasant Double 
Creek Nature Walk. After numerous visits I still wasn’t lucky enough to see it but the chase was fun and I did see 
the Rose Robin and also saw a tiny thornbill type bird feeding a big, fat baby Cuckoo plus a  lovely sighting of a 
koala feeding  in one of the gum trees though when I took my camera the next day  it absolutely refused to turn 
around for a photograph. A stroll around the airport and runway was interesting giving me a Grey Plover to add to 
my  list and  there was a buzz around  camp as discussions  took place over a  suspected Gargeny at  the  sewage 
works that turned out not to be. A big thank you to Betty for her dedication to IBOC and to my other birdo friends 
thanks  for sharing your bird knowledge, camera  techniques, your stories and your upbeat attitude which make 
our camps such special occasions and so much fun. 

 
Mallacoota Murmurings                                                                                              Neil Wheway 
 
I was a happy little (well not so little) vegemite after setting up our newly acquired caravan it was a 
peaceful and tranquil caravan park until. One morning after I had made the beds, done the washing 
and hung it out to dry and was happily sweeping out the annexe. I was approached by two angry and 
intimidating male bird club members. They introduced themselves as staunch members of the 
Husbands Union and that I was breaking down their hard won conditions i.e. that no married man 
should lower himself to carry out work and tasks that they considered should be done by wives. I 
was instructed (that’s probably not the right word) I was ordered to stop this practice 
immediately. What’s a bloke to do under this tirade from these belligerent union members? The 
solution came quite quickly, form my own union so that’s what happened, at the moment we have two 
members of the Good Husbands League, members will pay no financial dues and the fringe benefits 
for members of our league are extremely good. 
In all seriousness the camp was very good with a tick for Tera and me with the Grey Plover and 
nearly a tick with a Garganey. We normally carry our spotting scope and leave it the car but this 
time we set it up and used it for the Grey Plover. We had some interesting walks; one on the 
Mallacoota airstrip looking for the Ground Parrot but alas it was the wrong time of day and no 
parrots. A boat cruise on Mallacoota Inlet made for a very relaxing morning with the boat skipper 
calling in the Sea Eagles and Whistling Kites for a feed of fish. We were very fortunate weather 
wise having morning showers and a thunderstorm one morning luckily we never lost very much time 
for bird watching. Lightning strikes started bush fires that caused the Mallacoota Road to be 
closed one afternoon luckily we all had arrived back at camp before that happened. The fire was 
stopped before it crossed the road and caused concern for the residents of Gypsy Point. The bush 
fire people do a bloody good job. 
 
Many thanks for our secretary Betty Hudson for her map reading skills and finding walks in 
unfamiliar country. She had us in some quite interesting places and not all on level ground. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pic by Barbara Hales
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Some Memorable Moments at Mallacoota Autumn Camp        Charles Dove 
It was looking good as soon as we arrived in the park at Mallacoota with birds jumping everywhere one looked. I suppose on reflection the 
moments mounted day by day with the walk down to the beach to see the Hooded Plovers with 3 eggs in the nest, other nesting birds were 
another delight- Eastern Yellow Robin, Brown Gerygone, White-throated Treecreeper and Rose Robin. Koalas showing up time to time even in 
the Town Centre. The Sea Eagles and Whistling Kites were great excitement. No new birds on this trip but still managed a few ‘Ticks’ 
So many memorable moments at Mallacoota definitely worth a return trip.           Thanks Betty and all members for a great week      

  
Hooded Plover White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

  
Glossy-black Cockatoo Koala 

 

My Most Memorable Moment in Mallacoota                Chris Cartledge 
 
It was Maxwell’s Flora Reserve on the way to 
the Mallacoota Lookout, a magical little walk in 
a fern-filled gully.  As we ascended a startled 
Superb Lyrebird made a hasty retreat with a call 
like a turkey gobble. 
 

 
 
 
 
The Glossy Black-Cockatoos that came into the camp to 
feed their young around 7pm the night before we left comes 
in a close second.   
 
Photos by Chris Cartledge 
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Mallacoota Camp.                                                                      Terry Edwell  
I have a few special moments to recall from our Mallacoota Camp 
The evening when Charlie and I watched a family of 
Glossy Black Cockatoos drinking from a waterhole was 
very special.  We had missed seeing the birds in the 
camping area and could hear their calls away in the 
distance. We risked life and limb racing down a bush 
track (cameras in hand) through two barbed-wire 
fences, up an embankment, into the middle of a 
paddock to find the birds in the trees lining a creek.  By 
this time it was nearly dark and I could not get my 
camera to work so I just ended up watching in awe as 
these beautiful birds drank from the creek fanning their 
red tails out and calling to two young ones to join them 
before flying off for the night. Then we had to retrace 
our steps (in the dark) but very happy to have seen 
those birds. 
Another special moment was when we walked up a 
beautiful bush track where the wildflowers were just 
lovely. We found a Gerygone nest and watched as the 
parent bird leaned into the opening on the side of the 
nest and fed young.  A King Parrot was a very bright 
spot in the bush and watched us silently as we went 
passed. We stopped to rest on a seat along the track 
and there right in front of us a little Yellow Robin flew in 
and sat on a perfect little nest in the fork of a tree. 
Gypsy Point was another good spot. The track itself was 
thick moss and so soft to walk on. Here one of the 
Birdo’s found a female Rose Robin on a nest.  We 
watched as the Male came in and fed her. The nest was 
right over the track and impossible to see if you didn’t 
see one of the birds fly in. Kangaroos were everywhere 
here, some with young in their pouches. 
We went on a wonderful boat trip around the lake at 
Mallacoota. The captain was full of information about 
the history of the district all very interesting and 
enjoyable. He was able to call in the Sea Eagles and 
threw them fish to catch. They were so quick and so 
accurate the fish was gone in a flash.  The Whistling 
Kites came in as well and got a fair share of the fish. It 
was all a really great experience.  I think the Captain 
must have enjoyed it too, as the trip was supposed to 
be for two hours, but ended up being three hours. 
As you can see I really enjoyed Mallacoota and so did 
Mark my husband. There was even something for him 
The World War 2 Airforce Bunker Museum.  Avro Anson 
aircraft flew out of Mallacoota on patrol duties during 
WW2 reporting on enemy shipping/submarines.  The 
museum is rich in early shipwreck history and we all 
enjoyed reading interesting newspaper clippings from 
early day history. 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos by Terry Edwell 
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Members Sightings October - November 2012      
Please keep your sightings coming in, everything you consider unusual or interesting.                           Compiled By Darryl Goldrick 
 

White-headed Pigeon 2 05-Nov-12 Marshall Mount Rainforest Anna Knowlson 
Topknot Pigeon 26+ 04-Nov-12 Primbee Parkland Ron Imisides 
Topknot Pigeon 8 10-Nov-12 Tarrawanna Suburban Trees Ian McKinlay 
White-necked Heron 1 07-Nov-12 Russell Vale/Woonona Golf course Ian McKinlay 
White-necked Heron 1 09-Nov-12 Sheaffes Rd West Dapto Rural Darryl Goldrick 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1 8/11/2012 Hooka Point Park overhead Charles Dove 
Whistling Kite 1 20-Nov-12 Tarrawanna O'head Mike Morphett 
Whistling Kite 1 22-Oct-12 Balgownie/Fernhill O'head residential Mike Morphett 
Brown Goshawk 1 10/11/2012 Primbee overhead Charles Dove 
Brown Goshawk 2 19/11/2012 Primbee overhead Charles Dove 
Grey Goshawk 1 10/11/2012 Primbee overhead Charles Dove 
Little Eagle 1 09-Nov-12 Sheaffes Rd West Dapto Rural Darryl Goldrick 
Nankeen Kestrel 2 12-Nov-12 McCauley’s Beach Sand Dune Forest Mike Morphett 
Australian Hobby 1 05-Nov-12 Primbee O'head Walter Boles 
Australian Hobby 1 09-Nov-12 Sheaffes Rd West Dapto Rural Darryl Goldrick 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher 2 11/11/2012 Windang foreshore Charles Dove 
Sooty Oystercatcher 1 11/11/2012 Windang foreshore Charles Dove 
Sooty Oystercatcher 4 18-Nov-12 Shellharbour  Rockshelf Darryl Goldrick 
Black-winged Stilt 42 20/11/2012 Whyjuck Bay Lke Illawarra  Sth wading Charles Dove 
Black-winged Stilt 27 20/11/2012 Purry Burry Point Primbee wading Charles Dove 
Red-capped Plover 2 13/11/2012 Lke Entrance Sth Side foreshore Charles Dove 
Red-capped Plover 17 20/11/2012 Pelican View Reserve Lke Sth foreshore Charles Dove 
Bar-tailed Godwit 150+ 18/11/2012 Pelican View Reserve Lke Sth wading Charles Dove 
Bar-tailed Godwit 17 20/11/2012 Whyjuck Bay Lke Illawarra  Sth wading Charles Dove 
Bar-tailed Godwit 5 20/11/2012 Purry Burry Point Primbee wading Charles Dove 
Common Greenshank 2 20/11/2012 Whyjuck Bay Lke Illawarra  Sth wading Charles Dove 
Red Knot 2 18/11/2012 Pelican View Reserve Lke Sth wading Charles Dove 
Red Knot 1 20/11/2012 Whyjuck Bay Lke Illawarra  Sth wading Charles Dove 
Red-necked Stint 2 13/11/2012 Lke Entrance Sth Side foreshore Charles Dove 
Red-necked Stint 5 20/11/2012 Pelican View Reserve Lke Sth foreshore Charles Dove 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 3 20/11/2012 Purry Burry Point Primbee wading Charles Dove 
Little Tern 2 13/11/2012 Windang foreshore Charles Dove 
Little Tern 4 20/11/2012 Lke Illawarra Entrance Sth Side foreshore Charles Dove 
Eastern Koel 2 15-Nov-12 Lake Illawarra South Suburban Trees Darryl Goldrick 
Brush Cuckoo 1 12-Nov-12 Primbee Backyard Walter Boles 
Sacred Kingfisher 2 06-Nov-12 Shoalhaven Heads Adj Treatment Plant Carol Eddington 
Dollarbird 1 09-Nov-12 Tarrawanna Riparian/Creek Ken Brown 
Dollarbird 1 06-Nov-12 South Shoalhaven Heads Riparian/River Carol Eddington 
Dollarbird 1 12-Nov-12 Marshall Mount Roadside Anna Knowlson 
White-throated Gerygone 1 06-Nov-12 Balgownie Garden Wal /Hazel Emery 
Scarlet Honeyeater 1 06-Nov-12 Balgownie Garden Wal/Hazel Emery 
Scarlet Honeyeater 1 04-Nov-12 Tarrawanna Garden Pam Hazelwood 
White-winged Triller 1m 12-Nov-12 Dapto Park Terry Edwell 
Australasian Figbird 15 10/11/2012 Primbee Figtree Charles Dove 
Olive-backed Oriole 1 27-Oct-12 Excelsior Mine Site Forest Edge Mike Morphett 
Olive-backed Oriole 1 5-12Nov-12 Jamberoo Garden Betty Hudson 

 
At the time this list went to print I have an unconfirmed sighting of Painted Snipe at Shellharbour Swamp. I will 
confirm either way in next newsletter. I would encourage all members who have computer facilities to send their 
postings through the club web site. There has been a trend in recent months of sightings to be reported by only a 
handful of 'regulars'. Please share your info so all can benefit and particularly to enable the club's database to 
accurately record as many sightings as possible. This information is also a valuable resource for future research 
purposes. 

Darryl Goldrick Records Officer 
 

Copyright 2012 All rights reserved. 
While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current, there may be errors or omissions in 

this newsletter and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter.  
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