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FORTHCOMING IBOC EVENTS February 2008 MID-WEEK
WALK – Wednesday 6th February. 5.30pm – Wingdang. Leader Chris Bogaert.
Meet under the pine trees trees on the north side of Windang Estuary, east of the bridge,
at 5.30pm. Bring along a picnic supper for after the walk. At Windang take Acacia St east
off Windang Rd, then take second right (south), Waratah St. Ahead of you should be the
combined entrance to Windang caravan Park & Windang Surf Club. Follow the arrow
towards the surf club and meet at the eastern end of the Norfolk Island Pines.
CLUB MEETING – Monday 11th February 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community
Hall. Speakers: Chris Brandis and a Consultant for the Killalea Accomodation
Development. Please remember to bring a plate of goodies and your cup for supper.
MONTHLY OUTING –Saturday 16th February 2008 Robertson Rainforest &
Belmore Falls : Leader Betty Hudson.
Meet at the entrance to Robertson Rainforest Reserve at 8.00am sharp.
To reach the reserve turn left immediately after the Robertson pub, cross the railway and
turn left again. Park cars on the grass by the entrance. This will be a short walk before we
move onto Belmore Falls. Morning tea & lunch will be by the vehicles.
I aim to finish after an early lunch or if the day is cool and anyone is interested we could
continue to Fitzroy Falls Dam. Betty’s mobile number is 0423 892 945
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COMMITTEE MEETING This will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 19th February at
the Cashman’s, 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519 4284 0538. Members of the club are
always welcomed to attend Committee Meetings
MARCH NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Thursday
21st February. Please send items to the editor, cashman5@bigpond.com (Please note our
newish email address) or mail them to 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519

‘How to tell whether you are your Mum’s favourite !’
Penny Potter found this great photo on the web

APRIL CAMP 19 to 26 April at the Grenfell Caravan Park, some 300 k from
Wollongong. There are just 3 cabins available, but plenty of room for tents and vans.
There are also motels in the town. More details next month. But to book early, phone
the Park (02) 6364 1194. More information too, from Betty Hudson or the editor
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IBOC TALE COVERTS
Greenshank vs. Marsh Sandpiper
Recently there have been reports of
Marsh Sandpipers from Why Juck Bay
on Lake Illawarra.
This ID, from
photos, has subsequently proved to be
incorrect. In case others may be drawn
into the same incorrect assumptions this
edition of “Tale Coverts” points out
some tips to separate these sometimes
confusing species. Firstly it is apparent
that
shorebirds
or
waders
as
transcontinental migrants are facing
major universal challenges through

Martin Cocker
climate change and loss of habitat. In
our own domain the current drought and
the improved environment of Lake
Illawarra will promote population
movements
and
provide
added
attractions for these birds to “stopover”
in our area. Improved identification
skills will enhance our collective
knowledge of the impact of these
pressures and changes on these
populations.

First the sighting at Lake Illawarra of Greenshank:

Length: 30-35cm (Compared to Bar Tailed Godwit of 37-39cm)
Australian Population Estimate: 19,000
A shorebird with long neck and legs, and long tapering slightly upturned bill.
Legs pale greenish grey.
Pale plumage with slight dark mark before and behind eye, upper parts pale grey brown
with white underparts with streaking on sides of breast.
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In flight shows white rump and white wedge up back which contrast with dark unbarred
wings. Feet extend beyond tip of tail.
Seen at tidal flats.
This bird is described in A Handbook of Birds found in the Illawarra, Shoalhaven and
Adjacent Tablelands by Chafer, Brandis and Wright. (Buy your copy at IBOC library!)as a locally common summer migrant with flocks of up to 60 birds in Lake Illawarra and
Shoalhaven Heads.
Now for the Marsh Sandpiper

This bird is sometimes called the “Little Greenshank” so there is an excuse for confusion!
Length 22-26cm
Australian Population Estimate: 9,000
A shorebird with very long legs, long neck and long needle shaped bill.
Whiter than Greenshank, heavily streaked crown and white supercilium
In flight shows white rump and white streak up back which contrast with dark unbarred
wings. Feet extend beyond tail much further than Greenshank and has much sharper
pointed wings. Occurs in fresh or saltwater wetlands avoiding intertidal mud flats
This bird is described in A Handbook of Birds found in the Illawarra as a rare summer
migrant with one to seven birds recorded each year from Killalea, Lake Illawarra,
Shellharbour Swamp and Lake Wollumboola
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Hope this helps folks to clear up what can be a difficult ID. Good Birding and send in all
your records to: cocker@speedlink.com.au
References: Shorebirds of Australia by Geering, Agnew and Harding
Field Guide to the Birds of Australia by Pizzey and Knight
The Shorebird Guide by O’Brien, Crossley and Karlson

Surveying at Scotia
At the end of September 2007, I spent a
week in the Australian Wildlife
Conservancy
property
of
Scotia
surveying for the endangered Blackeared Miner, a few of which had been
released from the nearby Gluepot area
several years ago trying to establish as
many independent populations around
the mallee region as possible. Scotia is
on the NSW/SA border some 100 Km
north of Wentworth and was once an
Earth Sanctuary run by Warmsley, the
cat hat man, and is mainly there to save
endangered mammals. This was the third
of a 3 week project with some 40 people
taking part doing 6 days of surveying
after an initial introduction into using a
GPS to negotiate 6 to 8 km transects
through the, almost, featureless mallee.
We were guided by Richard Jordan, who
many remember from Barren Grounds
and Emu Tours, but who now organises
surveys for the AWC. We were well
accommodated and took turns to prepare
the main meal at night with the
afternoons often spent birding looking
for missed species others had seen.
We recorded many other birds as we
went also and most people saw mallee
species including Gilbert’s Whistler,
Southern Scrub Robin, Shy Heathwren
and Striated Grasswren with some lucky
ones seeing Spotted and Owlet Nightjars,
but Mallee Fowl was only seen by a
lucky few. Although very dry, with birds
quite sparse, the group saw 84 species
within the sanctuary, and even the

Chris Brandis
inexperienced people partnered with the
more experienced saw most of the
species. We found a few Black-eared
Miners, but mostly in the company of
Yellow-throated Miners with hybrids of
various amounts of each. Hybridising
with the more common Yellow-throated
Miner appears to be one of the main
causes of decline of a species that was
confined to old mallee without open
areas but the development of grazing
opening up many of the areas letting in
the Yellow-throated Miners. These
surveys will indicate if it is worth
continuing to relocate birds in good areas
but within close proximity of Yellowthroated Miners and under what
conditions Black-eared Miners survive
best.
Some of the people managing the place
gave talks on what was being achieved
within the large feral free enclosures and
it was great to go spotlighting and seeing
Greater
Bilbies,
Bridled
Nailtail
Wallaby, Burrowing Betong (Boodie),
Brush-tailed Betong (Woylie) and
Rufous Hare Wallaby (Mala) breeding so
well that you had to be careful driving
around not to run over them. There were
also Numbat and I was lucky enough to
see one of these run across the air field
one afternoon; it is amazing what a
difference no cats and foxes make with
some input from the dedicated ecologists
that live in quite some isolation and
make it all happen. The ground in places
is ploughed up by Bilbies looking for
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food which allows vegetable matter to
become buried and rain to enter the soil
with minimal run off. It will be
interesting to see what Australian mallee
use to be like before white man.
While travelling there and back I
managed to atlas 3 grids that had not
been covered before but these required

BIRDING ABROAD

Brazil
David and Elizabeth Winterbottom have
often been overseas to look at birds and
other things. Here is a vignette from a
voyage they made in August 2007.
The Iguacu Falls, between Brazil and
Argentina near the border with
Paraguay, are the most spectacular we
have ever seen. Of course the scene was
heightened by watching the Great Dusky
Swifts coming into roost behind the
waterfall and Parakeets apparently flying
straight into the walls of the cliff to
disappear into tiny crevices. Then an
obliging Bat Falcon seemed to
supervising matters with busy Snail
Hawks patrolling the rapids above and
Black Vultures gathering below.

The Pantanal is a huge seasonal swamp
with an area of 100,000 square
kilometres! The banks of the waterways
and ponds were crammed with caimans
– there were literally thousands of them
in view. They eat only fish and so took
no notice of the ten different species of
Heron we saw, nor the four species of
Ibis, the storks, Limpkins or the Roseate
Spoonbills, which pottered around in
between them.
The dozens of
Capybaras, juicy prey for any other
crocodile, were equally ignored. The
most striking of the water birds is the
Sun Bittern which exhibits large bright

travelling along farm tracks and fence
lines for up to 15 km as there were no
roads through the areas.
Australian Wildlife Conservancy have a
number of sanctuaries around Australia
and mostly available to volunteers so for
a not so relaxing holiday I recommend
spending time at one.
David Winterbottam
yellow “suns” on its wings when taking
off.
The huge Southern Screamers look like
oversized geese but there were few
ducks – we saw the beautiful Whitefaced Whistling Duck, Brazilian Teal
and that farmyard ancestor, the
Muscovy. Black, Turkey and Yellowheaded Vultures were much in evidence
overhead, as were the similar sized Great
Black Hawk together with Plumbeous
Kites, Roadside, Savannah, Blackcollared and Crane Hawks. The most
common raptors, especially near
settlements, were the noisy Southern
Caracaras.
Most unusual to our eyes were the
Chaco Chachalacas, Guans, Piping
Guans and Curassows. All huge birds,
mostly black, ground dwelling and noisy
particularly at dusk when they fly into
trees to roost. Cowbirds and three
species of Oropendula – striking birds
also with loud calls – were not quite as
common as their cousins the Chopi
Blackbirds.
Hummingbirds, always
difficult, were not as common as
expected but have lovely names –
White-tailed Goldenthroat, Glitteringthroated Emerald and Blue-tufted
Starthroat were all seen.
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The forests make for difficult birding.
There are Antbirds, Antthrushes,
Antpittas, Antshrikes, Antwrens and
Tinamous mostly skulking in the
undergrowth
and
Woodcreepers,
Spinetails,
Treehunters,
Foliage
Gleaners sidling through the middle
storey with Manakins, Flycatchers,
Tyrants, Tyrannulets and Tanagers
flitting mostly in the canopy. Crick go
your necks!
However, pride of place must go to the
Psittacidae. The Hyacinth Macaw was

perhaps the most gorgeous, but the Red
and Green and the Yellow-collared
Macaws are great too. Then seeing the
White-eyed,
Peach-fronted,
Blackhooded,
Monk,
Yellow-chevroned
Parakeets and Blue-headed, Scalyheaded and Blue-fronted Parrots, leaves
one dizzy and a little bemused. Finally
the bizarre, but common, Toco Toucan,
the smaller Yellow-ridged Toucan and
the Blue-crowned Trogon add to the
kaleidoscope of colour and sense of
wonder.

Hyacinth Macaw

Photo David Winterbottom

A Few More Special Recoveries of Banded Birds.
In earlier newsletters, most
recently April 2006, we’ve listed some
interesting records of birds banded and
then turning up a long way from the
banding place, a long time after banding,
recaptured many times and so on. These
records give us a sense of the lifespan
and mobility of some of our birds.
Corella, the journal of the Australian
Bird Study Association from which

Dave Thomson
these records were taken, continues to
show interesting records and below are a
few from the Corellas of March ’06 (Vol
30 No 1) to Sept ’07 (Vol 31 No3/4. As
before, “oldest” means the longest time
since original banding and “furthest”
means the greatest distance from the
banding place, both for the species
concerned. The website of the ABSA,
www.absa.asn.au
, lists the oldest /
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furthest records for bird species banded

and recaptured.

Southern Giant-Petrel. Banded in March, 1970 on Macquarie Is and recovered dead at
banding place in June 2006, 36 years later. Oldest.. (Corella Vol 31/No 1).
Herald Petrel. Banded on Raine Is, Qld in July 1984 and recaptured on Mauritius, Indian
Ocean, in April 2006, 21 ½ years after banding and 9,186 km away. Oldest and
furthest. (Cor.31/2).
Wandering Albatross. Banded as adult on Crozet Islands, Indian Ocean in Jan 1962 and
recovered dead on beach, Yorke Peninsula, SA, in Jan 2006, 44 years after banding.
Oldest. (Cor.30/1).
Red-tailed Tropicbird. Banded as nestling on Raine Is, Qld, in April 1984 and
recaptured twice at banding place, latest in Dec 2006, over 22 years after banding.
Oldest. (Cor.31/1)
Australian White Ibis. Nestling banded on Phillip Is, Vic, in Sept 1980 and recovered
dead on Pt King Beach, Vic, in Oct 2006, only 53 km away but 26 years later.
Oldest. (Cor.31/1).
Pied Oystercatcher. Adult banded at South Arm Neck, Tas, in Oct, 1977 and noted in
field nearby in Dec, 2004, 27 years after banding. Oldest. (Cor.31/1).
And a crop of fairy-wren records.
Splendid Fairy-wren. Immature banded near Capel, WA, in Nov, 1990 and recaptured at
banding place in Nov 2001, 11 years later. Oldest. (Cor.31/2)
Variegated Fairy-wren. Adult banded at Bungwahl, NSW, in Feb 1993 and observed in
field at banding place in March 2002, 9 years later. Oldest. (Cor.31/2).
Red-winged Fairy-wren. Nestling banded at Middlesex Study Centre, WA, in Nov 1990
and recaptured at banding place in April, 2000, over 9 years later. Oldest.
(Cor.31/2).
White-winged Fairy-wren. Adult banded at Brookfield CP, SA, in Dec, 1993 and
recaptured at banding place in Dec, 1999, 6 years later. Oldest. (Cor.31/2).
Red-backed Fairy-wren. Adult banded at Mt Cotton, Qld, in June 1990 and recaptured
at banding place in Jan, 1995, 4 ½ years later. Oldest. (Cor.31/2).
Inland Thornbill. Immature banded at Charcoal Tank NR, West Wyalong, in Dec 1989
and recaptured at banding place 13 times, most recently in June 1998. (Cor.31/2).
Striated Thornbill. Adult banded at Bridgewater, SA, in Feb, 1978 and recaptured at
banding place in Aug, 2001, 23 ½ years after banding. Oldest. (Cor.31/3.4).
White-browed Babbler. Adult banded at Charcoal Tank NR, West Wyalong, in May,
1996 and recaptured at banding place 8 times, most recently in Oct, 2006, 10 ½
years after banding. (Cor.31/2).
Silvereye. Adult banded at Bridgewater, SA, in April 1981 and recaptured at banding
place in Dec, 1999, 18 ½ years after banding. Oldest. (Cor.31/3.4).
Common Myna. Immature banded at Deakin, ACT, in Feb 1995 and recovered dead at
Deakin in April 2007, 12 years later. Oldest. (Cor.31/3.4).

Lord Howe: Here we come !!
A group of 28 IBOC club members and friends are setting off on Saturday 9th Feb for a
week’s birding on Lord Howe Island. Have fun! And tell us all about it! Make sure you
also have a go at snorkling among the tropical fish at Ned’s Beach. They are fantastic !
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IBOC UNUSUAL/INTERESTING SIGHTINGS DECEMBER 2007
Compiled by Martin Cocker
cocker@speedlink.com.au.
SPECIES

NUMBER

DATE

LOCATION

HABITAT

OBSERVER

Black Swan

50

3-Dec

Purrah Bay, Kanahooka

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Pink-eared Duck

3

2-Jan

Tallawarra Ash Ponds

wetland

Chris Brandis

Great Crested Grebe

2

23-Dec

Fitzroy Falls Reservoir

scrub/water

Nigel Jackett

Darter

2. M and F

21-Dec

Macquarie Rivulet

river side

Michelle Rower

Great Egret

3

7-Dec

Balorang

creek side

Lorraine Pincus

Striated Heron

2

3-Dec

Minnamurra River

creek side

Lorraine Pincus

Striated Heron

1

9-Dec

Koonawarra Bay

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Striated Heron

1

9-Dec

Why Juck Bay

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Striated Heron

2

17-Dec

Lake Illawarra Entrance

coastal

Tera Wheway

Striated Heron

1

30-Dec

Mullet Creek, Kanahooka

estuarine

Lorraine Pincus

Striated Heron
Nankeen night Heron

1
2

1-Jan
2-Jan

Why Juck Bay
Tallawarra Ash Ponds

Martin Cocker
Chris Brandis

Osprey

2

22-Dec

Pacific Baza

1

17-Dec

Comerong Island
Devil's Glen, Kangaroo
Valley

estuarine
wetland
nesting
behaviour
rural

Nigel Jackett

White-bellied Sea-Eagle

1

1-Jan

Kanahooka Point

overhead

Martin Cocker

White-bellied Sea-Eagle

1

2-Jan

Unanderra

overhead

Martin Cocker

Australian Hobby

1

11-Dec

Figtree

urban

Lorraine Pincus

Australian Hobby

1

16-Dec

Windang Estuary

overhead

Martin Cocker

Peregrine Falcon

1

1-Dec

Mount Warrigal

overhead

Norma Burke

Peregrine Falcon

23-Dec

Kanahooka Point

overhead

Martin Cocker

Nankeen Kestrel

1
2 Adult, 4
fledglings

4-Jan

Figtree

suburban

Lorraine Pincus

Black-tailed Native-hen

1

29/10, 1/11

Why Juck Bay

estuarine

Gleniss Wellings

Latham's Snipe

2

9-Dec

Purrah Bay, Kanahooka

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Bar-tailed Godwit

10

9-Dec

Why Juck Bay

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Common Greenshank

4

9-Dec

Why Juck Bay

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Common Greenshank

3

1-Jan

Why Juck Bay

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Nigel Jackett

Grey-tailed Tattler

1

24-Dec

Little Lake, juvenile bird

estuarine

Michelle Rower

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

17

3-Dec

Purrah Bay, Kanahooka

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

200+

2-Jan

Tallawarra Ash Ponds

wetland

Chris Brandis

Curlew Sandpiper

1

2-Jan

Tallawarra Ash Ponds

wetland

Chris Brandis

Curlew Sandpiper

1

9-Dec

Shoalhaven Heads

estuarine

Martin, Penny Potter

Pied Oystercatcher

8

16-Dec

Windang Estuary

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Black-winged Stilt

2 plus 1 chick

12-Dec

Why Juck Bay

estuarine

Lorraine Pincus

Black-winged Stilt

10+3 chicks

5-Jan

Hooka Point

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Grey Plover

1

22-Dec

Comerong Island

estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Black-fronted Dotterel

2

9-Dec

Bellambi Lagoon

lake side

Tom and Joan Wylie

Kelp Gull

1. Juvenile

24-Dec

Little Lake

estuarine

Michelle Rower

Crested Tern

70

16-Dec

Windang Estuary

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Little Tern

2

22-Dec

Comerong Island

estuarine

Nigel Jackett
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Brush Bronzewing

1

23-Dec

Barren Grounds

heath/forest

Nigel Jackett

Long-billed Corella

few

13-Dec

Barrack Point

parkland

Michelle Rower

Long-billed Corella

150+

22-Dec

Shellharbour Square

parkland

Norma Burke

Musk Lorikeet

few

13-Dec

Shellharbour

parkland

Michelle Rower

Superb Parrot

1

18-Dec

Lake Illawarra High School

Escape??

Cheryl Akhurst

Ground Parrot

1

23-Dec

Budderoo National Park

forest

Nigel Jackett

Brush Cuckoo

2

23-Dec

Black Ash Reserve

forest

Nigel Jackett

Channel-billed Cuckoo

2

3-Dec

Purrah Bay, Kanahooka

parkland

Martin Cocker

Powerful Owl

1

`14/11

Bass Point

woodland

IBOC

Azure Kingfisher

1

21-Dec

Macquarie Rivulet

river side

Michelle Rower

Sacred Kingfisher

1

November

Blackbutt Reserve

parkland

Michelle Rower

Sacred Kingfisher

1

26-Dec

Jerra Dam

water edge

Tera Wheway

Sacred Kingfisher

1

3-Jan

Figtree

suburban

Lorraine Pincus

Sacred Kingfisher
Red-browed
Treecreeper

1

2-Jan

Mullet Creek, Dapto

water edge

Martin Cocker

1

23-Dec

Barren Grounds

heath/forest

Nigel Jackett

Southern Emu-wren
Yellow-throated
Scrubwren

5

23-Dec

Budderoo National Park

forest

Nigel Jackett

2

23-Dec

Black Ash Reserve

forest

Nigel Jackett

Large-billed Scrubwren
Chestnut-rumped
Heathwren
White-plumed
Honeyeater

2

23-Dec

Black Ash Reserve

forest

Nigel Jackett

1

23-Dec

heath/forest

Nigel Jackett

Numerous

21-Dec

Barren Grounds
Macquarie Rivulet, feeding
young.

river side

Michelle Rower

White-fronted Chat

6

22-Dec

Comerong Island

estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Flame Robin

2

23-Dec

Budderoo National Park

forest

Nigel Jackett

Varied Sittella

1

23-Dec

Fitzroy Falls Reservoir

scrub/water

Nigel Jackett

White-winged Triller

1, female

1-Dec

Dapto

urban

Bruce O'Brien

White-winged Triller

1, male

9-Dec

Why Juck Bay

parkland

Martin Cocker

Beautiful Firetail

1

23-Dec

Barren Grounds

heath/forest

Nigel Jackett

Common Blackbird

1

28-Nov

Blackbutt Reserve

parkland

Norma Burke

Nigel Jackett reports “Osprey1-2, possibly have a nest on the island as 1 or 2 Osprey were catching fish in
the lagoon and heading to the same spot on the island”. This would certainly be a new record as the
southern most breeding record for NSW is currently Narrabeen Lakes. So if you are visiting the
Shoalhaven Heads/ Comerong Island area then keep your eyes open!
Also Lorraine Pincus was lucky enough to see a pair of Nankeen Kestrels with four fledglings in the
Figtree area. All reports of successful breeding are welcome and now is the time, particularly keep careful
note of any fledgling and immature raptors in your area.
If you would like to join the 30+ members who have given me their email address and so receive more
regular updates than is possible through the Newsletter then please advise me: cocker@speedlink.com.au.
Happy New Year and Good Birding!

Volunteers!
Birds Australia seeks all kinds of volunteers, for short or long term to help out at the
Discovery Centre at the Sydney Olympic Park. See Chris Brandis for more details
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FORTHCOMING IBOC EVENTS MARCH 2008
CLUB MEETING – Monday 10th March 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall.
Speaker: David Winterbottom and his subject “How bird numbers in the Illawarra are
changing over the years”. Remember to bring a plate of goodies and your cup for supper.
MID-WEEK WALK – Wednesday 12th March. 9am – Brokers Nose. Leaders Tom
and Joan Wylie Meet at the Rest Area/Car park near the top of the Mount Ousley road,
about opposite Clive Bissell Drive. Please note: the Rest Area is on the Eastern side of
the road, and because of a dividing wall you can’t turn around there. Proceed further to
the Picton turnoff. A short way along it, you can turn around, and then rejoin the Mount
Ousley Road on the Eastern side and proceed to the Rest Area.
MONTHLY OUTING –Sunday 16th March 2008. Wilson Creek Dam, Garrawarra
State Conservation Area, Helensburgh. Leader Betty Hudson.
Meet at the outer end of the car park at Helensburgh Station at 8.00am sharp.
To reach the car park, take the freeway to the Helensburgh exit and follow the signs to
the town turning off the Old Hwy into Parkes Street. Go straight ahead at the roundabout
and continue for 2.4 km. Turn left into Tunnel Road (There is a State Rail sign for the
Station on the Corner), and then right into the carpark. Park cars in the outer section of
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the car park. We will carry morning tea and lunch. This is a full day walk with some short
steep & rough sections. I aim to be back at the cars no later than 2.30pm.
COMMITTEE MEETING This will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 19th March at Tom
and Joan Wylie’s, 4 Daphne Street, Corrimal. (4284 2051) Members of the club are
always welcomed to attend Committee Meetings.
APRIL NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Thursday 21st
March. Please send items to the editor, cashman5@bigpond.com (Please note our newish
email address) or mail them to 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519
WELCOME to new club members, Peter Rowland, Ros Costa & Piet Van Opstal, and
Chas & Janina Dove. It’s nice to have you join us.

Robertson & Belmore Falls Walk 16th February 2008.
Four members met at Robertson Rain
Forest on a cool cloudy & misty
morning, to be greeted by a Wonga
Pigeon feeding in the carparking area.
Donning shower proof jackets we
entered the magical world of the
rainforest with the mist swirling between
the trees. Birds were very scarce but this
was more than made up for by the
scenery & plants.
Leaving here we drove on to Belmore
Falls lookouts, the road being very
potholed and slippery due to the recent
weather. Again birds were very scarce
but the falls were roaring down and
26 birds for the day
Australian Wood Duck
Pacific Black Duck
Little Pied Cormorant
White-faced Heron
Latham’s Snipe
Masked Lapwing
Wonga Pigeon
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella

Betty Hudson
provided good photo opportunities with
the mist cloaked gorges
We then proceeded on over the rather
deep water on the causeway to Fitroy
Falls Dam. A walk along the shores of
the water and through the forest
provided plenty of birds including
several Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos.
The highlight was a Latham’s Snipe
flushed twice from long grass in swampy
areas. Due to the inclement weather we
moved on the main picnic area at the
dam wall for an early lunch, taking
advantage of the picnic shelter with
boiling water on tap.

Eastern Rosella
White-throated Treecreeper
Superb Fairy-wren
Spotted Pardalote
White–browed Scrubwren
Brown Thornbill
Little Wattlebird
Eastern Spinebill
Eastern Whipbird

Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Fantail
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Australian Raven
Satin Bowerbird

Little Terns
Local Windang resident, Ian Shaw, is committed to protecting Little Terns on Windang
Island. He observes them and keeps extensive records. The 2007 year has seen more
chicks than usual survive to the fledgling stage. Below are some figures to show this
Between 16th November 2007 to 25 January 2008
• 16 nests were laid on the island, with 40 eggs laid
• 3 nests were lost, and 7 eggs were lost
• 26 chicks hatched
• 14 chicks fledged
7 eggs to hatch to this date. 6 chicks not fledged
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Bristlebirds on the move
Those Feathered Rats, the endangered Eastern Bristlebirds, are on the move. This time
they will be leaving their home at Barren Grounds to set up digs further north. Jack Baker
and Jean Clarke will be selecting the lucky birds for translocation. It’s all going to happen
from March to May. Saturday, 1 March is the first moving day. If you would like to know
more about it or get involved, give Jack a call on 0417 663 519.

A Prayer for Birds

Michael Leunig

Dear God,
We pray for birds. All types of birds. Small birds and
large birds. Domestic fowls, migratory birds and birds of
prey, hooting birds, whistling birds, shrikes, coloured
parrots and dark darting wrens. Birds too numerous to
mention. We praise them all.
We mourn the loss of certain species and pray for the
deliverance of endangered ones. We pray too for farm
birds, that they may be released from cruelty and suffering.
We give thanks for eggs and feathers, for cheerful songs in the morning and the
wonderful haunting, night prayers of owls, mopokes, and all nocturnal fowls.
We praise the character of birds, their constancy, their desire for freedom, their flair for
music and their talent for flying. May we always marvel at their ability to fly. Especially
we praise their disregard for human hierarchy and the ease with which they leave their
droppings on the heads of commoners and kings regardless. Grant them fair weather,
fresh food and abundant materials for building their nests in spring. Provide them too,
with perches and roosts with pleasant aspects. Dear God, guide our thoughts to the joy
and beauty of birds. Feathered angels. May they always be above us. Amen
From Michael Leunig’s A Common Prayer

ORDER PLEASE !
The Systematics and Taxonomy of Australian Birds by Les Christidis and Walter E
Bowles has recently been published ($65). This will become the standard for the names
and order of recording birds seen. There are 740 birds on the list, and it varies somewhat
from the existing order. We will swap over to it in the future.

COMMITTEE NEWS
-The Treasurer reported a balance of $839.02 at 31 January 08. If you haven’t paid your
subs yet, please do so. Cut off date is the 30 April.
- Bank signatures for cheques were agreed on.
- In principal agreement was given to change our Insurance Policy to BOCA (Bird
Observers and Conservation of Australia) Some details still to be confirmed but it should
cost us quite a bit less
- Chris Brandis reported that BigNET would meet in Canberra on 4,5 April. Any takers?
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I.B.O.C. PROGRAMME 2008
March

April

May

June

July

August

September

Meeting
Mid week walk
Outing
Meeting
Mid Week Walk
No walk due Camp
Autumn Camp
Meeting
Mid week Walk
Outing
Meeting
Mid Week Walk
Outing
Meeting
Mid Week Walk
Outing
Meeting
Mid Week Walk
Outing
Meeting
Mid Week Walk
Outing

Meeting
Mid Week Walk
Outing
Spring Camp
Meeting/ AGM
November
Mid Week Walk
Outing
Christmas Picnic
December
Christmas Meeting
January 2009 Committee Meeting
February 09 Mid Week Walk
February 09 Meeting
October

10.03.08
David Winterbottom
12.03.08
Joan & Tom
Sun 16.03.08
Betty Hudson
14.04.2008
16.04.08
Joan & Tom

Illawarra bird population
changes
Brokers Nose
Wilson Ck Helensburgh

19.04 - 26.04.08 Betty Hudson
12.05.08
Martin Cocker

Grenfell Caravan Park
Bird Identification & Field
Craft

14.05.08
Sat 17.05.08
9.06.08
11.06.08
Sun 15.06.08
14.07.08
16.07.08
Sat 19.07.08
11.08.08
13.08.08
Sun 17.08.08
8.09.08
10.09.08
Sat 13.09.08
13.10.08
15.10.08
Sun 19.10.08
25.10 - 1.11.08
10.11.08
12.11.08
Sat 15.11.08
Sat 6.12.08
8.12.08
13.01.2009
4.02.09
9.02.09
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Tom Thumb Lagoon

Betty Hudson

Southern highlands

Chris Brandis
Chris Brandis

Jerrara Dam & Dunmore
Tallawarra

Betty Hudson

Macquarie Pass NP

Betty Hudson

Bangadilly NP Canyonleigh

Betty Hudson

Booderie NP & Gardens

Betty Hudson
Betty Hudson

Illawarra Area
South Coast

??

Waders Waterbirds TBA

Bird of the Month
Betty Hudson, our erstwhile Secretary, introduced this feature to our meeting last month.
Betty spoke about the habits and characteristics of the Pink-eared Duck. In March, the
Bird of the Month will be the Red-necked Stint. Martin Cocker will speak about it.

LORD HOWE ISLAND
Chris Cartledge As a pleasant place
to discover new birds Lord Howe
Island will take some beating! Day
1, five added to my list, Day 2
another five and Day 3 six more.
One of the highlights was my final
new sighting. It was a wet round
trip to the viewing platform
opposite Mutton Bird Island and
there the Masked Booby were
plentiful. Another delight was the
numerous sightings of the Redtailed Tropicbird. Thanks again to
Barbara and her ‘other half’ for a
Val cooking fish for dinner Photo Tera Wheway
very memorable holiday. PS: I won
the LHI Museum raffle (a framed photograph of three local birds flying in formation).
Tom and Joan Wylie Treasured moments of Lord Howe Island
• The first sight of the deep blue colour of the water
• White Terns perched on tree branches with their chicks
• Snorkelling in North Bay and seeing the beautiful coral and fish
• Playing with the turtle at Settlement Beach
• The fishing was an added bonus. Thanks Val for cooking the catch for the group
Sylvia and David Garlick The captain on our glass bottomed boat gave a good
commentary on the corals, fish and changes in water temperature around the island. The
coral colours ranged from cream to brown to green-blue and pink. All shapes and sizes:
some soft and moving, others hard and still. The water was crystal clear. There were
large and tiny beautifully patterned and coloured fish – truly amazing.
Our list of birds increased by 15. The favourites were White Terns, Sooty Terns and the
Red-tailed Tropicbirds.
Anne Cousins I enjoyed the ease of going around the island by walking and cycling and
seeing numerous wading birds on North Bay and the Red-tailed Tropicbird at the Gulch.
In fact I enjoyed it all with lots of good people
Alan Cousins The week was memorable: everyone got on so well with each other. It was
both structured and unstructured: we were able to do as little or as much as we wanted.
The boat trip, snorkelling, followed by a beach walk to see waders was great, as was the
tea and coke ! And the views from Kim’s Lookout were memorable.
Tera Wheway Highlights of Lord Howe Island
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The excitement of seeing a new bird: another tick in my book. White Terns
feeding whole fish to their young. Young birds of all ages and stages-some fluffy,
some mottled, some flying, all calling for food.
2. Picture postcard views at every walk or climb.
3. Snorkelling in an underwater garden. The beautiful colour and shapes of fish, the
different coral formations and the fright of swimming with a shark.
4. The feeding of fish Ned’s Beach and fish for the people. Tom, Pam and Neil
providing fish for dinner for all 29 of us. Val cooking, me eating Yum Yum!
5. After dinner a stroll to see the Flesh-footed Shearwater arrive at dusk.
6. Good company, good food, good birding.
Neil Wheway Lord Howe Island is a
sub tropical paradise and all aspects are
memorable and leave a lasting impression
in my mind. The Woodhen on the brink
of extinction some years ago can now be
seen wandering around at many locations
on the island. On arriving at our
accommodation we were informed that
no keys were used there or anywhere on
the island. After coming from a culture
where everything that isn’t nailed down
must be locked, it took a little time to
adjust to this. After a while I just left
everything I didn’t want to carry where it
was in the room. A push bike, the mode
of transport, was left at the start of walks
or at the beach with anything not wanted
left in the basket, on returning nothing
White Tern with fish for dinner. Tera Wheway
disturbed. The local policeman set up a
speed camera for the 25 klm limit. His main concern was to ensure all bike riders wore
crash helmets and rode on the correct side of the road. It wasn’t until I returned home that
I realized how good it was no speeding, no litter and the complete absence of graffiti,
friendly passers bye saying hello and waving to each other.
1.

Lord Howe Island Sightings
Australian Shellduck
(Hybrid) Mallard
Pacific Black Duck
Black-winged Petrel
Wedge-tailed Shearwater
Flesh-footed Shearwater
Red-tailed Tropicbird
Masked Booby
White-faced Heron
Nankeen Kestrel
Buff-banded Rail
Purple Swamphen

Bar-tailed Godwit
Whrimbrel
Ruddy Turnstone
Red-necked Stint
Pacific Golden Plover
Double-banded Plover
Masked Lapwing
Caspian Tern
White Tern
Grey ternlet
Sooty Tern
Common Noddy
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Black Noddy
Emerald Dove
Sacred Kingfisher
Magpie-lark
LHI Golden Whistler
LHI Pied Currawong
Welcome Swallow
Silvereye
Song Thrush
Common Blackbird
LHI Woodhen

19th to 26st April 2008.

Autumn Camp 2008 Grenfell NSW
The IBOC Autumn camp is to be at the
Grenfell Caravan Park, Henry Lawson
Drive (Mid Western Hwy) Grenfell. Ph
(02) 6364 1194. The Caravan Park is
about 1km west of Grenfell town centre
just off the Mid Western Hwy. The
access from Wollongong is via
Goulburn, Yass, Harden & Young a
distance of 300km. From the Hume Hwy
take the 3rd exit after Yass, the Burley
Griffin Way to Cootamundra, Young &
Harden (This is approx 10kms from
Yass)
You are advised to make your bookings
with the Caravan Park as soon as
possible, for caravan & tent sites, as the
last weekend of camp is Anzac Day. All
cabins have already been booked by
IBOC members.
Costs: Powered sites $20 & unpowered
sites $16 for 2 people per night

Additional people in cabins & vans etc is
$5 per person, more than 1 car per
site/cabin is an extra $7per vehicle
Please note that the caravan park does
not have EFTPOS facilities but will take
Mastercard, Visa or cash. There is an
auto bank in Grenfell at one of the
hotels.
There is plenty of other accommodation
available in Grenfell. The Grenfell
Motel, (02) 6364 1333, at $60 per night
(single). They have BBQ facilities and
microwaves in rooms. You would need
to supply plates & cutlery. There are also
5 hotels offering accommodation, as
well as some B&B’s all in the town
centre. Contact Betty for phone numbers
and details.
Once you have booked please let Betty
know either by email or phone 4236
0307
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Proposed Killalea Developments
Chris Brandis filled us in about the proposed
developments at the Killalea State Park at
our IBOC February meeting. Chris again
represented IBOC members, in discussions
with the Developers at Killalea. As well as
overall plans and concepts for the
development, Chris filled us in on some of
the history of the park, (it was originally a
dairy), possible effects and problems
resulting from the development, as well as
showing us maps and photos of some of the
birds and the flora seen in the park. Some
177 bird species have been seen in the park
since records began in 1985.
Only 7% of the park area is allocated to the
development which will contain 202 ecolodges for visitors, as well as a restaurant, an

John Cashman
Administration building and no doubt a
camp store. Moreover the Developer has
given an undertaking to tackle the noxious
weeds which have invaded some areas of the
park. Chris reported that at the meetings he
attended, the Developer had been
cooperative.
But should difficulties arise, there could be
problems of accountability, as the
leaseholder, the builder, and the manager of
the development are three separate
companies. Some members wondered too,
can a Developer really be ‘green’ and a
developer at the same time? But initially, so
far so good. Special thanks to Chris for all
the work he has put in on our behalf.

IBOC UNUSUAL/INTERESTING SIGHTINGS. JAN/FEB, 2008
Compiled by Martin Cocker
Species

Number

Date

Location

Habitat

Observer

Australian Brush-turkey

1

08-Jan-08

Balgownie

Crossing the road!

Danie Ondinea

Black Swan

500+

20-Jan-08

Why Juck Bay

estuarine

Martin Cocker

White-faced Heron

2A2F

10-Feb-08

Illawarra Sports High School

suburban

Michelle Rower

Little Egret

1

20-Jan-08

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Little Egret

1

Jan.

Why Juck Bay
Myambar Wetland,
Shellharbour

wetland

Michelle Rower

Striated Heron

1

25-Nov-07

Gerroa, Crooked River

estuarine

M & P Potter

Striated Heron

1

01-Jan-08

Why Juck Bay

lakeside

Martin Cocker

Striated Heron

2

03-Feb-08

Mullet Creek, Kanahooka

lakeside

Martin Cocker

Nankeen Night Heron

4

25-Nov-07

Gerroa, Crooked River

estuarine

M & P Potter

Straw-necked Ibis

200

20-Jan-08

Woonona/Bulli

overhead

Roger Truscott

Osprey

1

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

overhead

Michelle Rower

Black-shouldered Kite

2

15-Feb-08

Primbee Oval

overhead

Ron Imisides

White-bellied Sea-Eagle

1

Kanahooka Point

estuarine

Martin Cocker

White-bellied Sea-Eagle

1

01-Jan-08
1-Jan and
28-Jan

Purrah Bay, Lake Illawarra

overhead

Martin Cocker

White-bellied Sea-Eagle

1

29-Jan-08

Primbee

overhead

Ron Imisides

Grey Goshawk
Grey Goshawk (White
Morph)

1

18-Dec-07

Bulli Tops

urban

M & P Potter

1

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

forest

Michelle Rower

Little Eagle

1

13-Jan-08

Plantation Point, Jervis Bay

Overhead

Nigel Jackett

Peregrine Falcon

1

27-Dec-07

Brokers Nose

overhead

M & P Potter

Peregrine Falcon

1

Kanahooka Point

overhead

Martin Cocker

Peregrine Falcon

1

Primbee

overhead

Ron Imisides

13-Jan-08
14-Feb-08

Page 8 of 10

Nankeen Kestrel

2

04-Feb-08

Tullimbar Riparian Corridor

overhead

Darryl Goldrick

Nankeen Kestrel

2

27-Jan-08

Primbee Beach

overhead

Ron Imisides

Australian Spotted Crake

1

26-Jan-08

rural/swamp

Darryl Goldrick

Latham's Snipe

3

22-Jan-08

Tallawarra Ash Pond
Five Islands Road,
Unanderra

storm water drain

Darryl Goldrick

Latham's Snipe

1

04-Feb-08

Tullimbar Riparian Corridor

Creek side

Darryl Goldrick

Eastern Curlew

12

20-Jan-08

Windang Estuary

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Common Sandpiper

1

20-Jan-08

Shoalhaven Heads

estuarine

M & P Potter

Grey-Tailed Tattler

2

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

estuarine

Michelle Rower

Ruddy Turnstone

1

15-Feb-08

Barrack Pont

coastal

Michelle Rower

Pied Oystercatcher

15

06-Feb-08

Windang Estuuary

estuarine

IBOC

Pied Oystercatcher

2

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

estuarine

Michelle Rower

Sooty Oystercatcher

6

08-Feb-08

Barrack Pont

coastal

Michelle Rower

Black-winged Stilt

2A, 2J

20-Jan-08

Why Juck Bay

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Black-winged Stilt

2A, 4J

03-Feb-08

Purrah Bay, Lake Illawarra

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Kelp Gull

1

07-Feb-08

Barrack Pont

breaking shellfish
dropping from height

Michelle Rower

Caspian Tern

1

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

estuarine

Michelle Rower

Crested Tern

200+

20-Jan-08

Windang Entrance

estuarine

Martin Cocker

Little Tern

6

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

estuarine

Michelle Rower

White-headed Pigeon

1

03-Feb-08

Bulli

suburban

Mike Morphett

Brown Cuckoo-Dove

4

13-Jan-08

Scarborough

rain forest/garden

Danie Ondinea

Peaceful Dove

1

07-Jan-08

Bargo

forest

Michelle Rower

Wonga Pigeon

2

29-Jan-08

Scarborough

rain forest/garden

Danie Ondinea

Glossy Black-Cockatoo

3

11-Jan-08

Bomaderry Creek

woodland

Nigel Jackett

Glossy Black-Cockatoo

2

13-Jan-08

Shoalhaven Heads

woodland

Nigel Jackett

Glossy Black-Cockatoo

1

05-Jan-08

Yattah Yattah NR

woodland

Richard Allen

Red-rumped Parrot
Horsfield's BronzeCuckoo

1

11-Jan-08

Figtree

tennis courts

Joan Zealey

05-Jan-08

Yattah Yattah NR

woodland

Richard Allen

Channel-billed Cuckoo

1
2
Juvenile

11-Feb-08

Mt. Warrigal

Currawong feeding

Chas Burke

Sooty Owl

1

14-Jan-08

Kembla Hights

forest

Jill Molan

White-throated Needletail

Flock

13-Jan-08

Overhead

Nigel Jackett

White-throated Needletail

6

25-Nov-07

Old Erowal Bay
Husskinson, Lady Denman
Reserve

overhead

M & P Potter

White-throated Needletail

12

20-Jan-08

Windang Entrance

overhead

Martin Cocker

White-throated Needletail

12

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

overhead

Michelle Rower

Fork-tailed Swift

1

13-Jan-08

Old Erowal Bay

Overhead

Nigel Jackett

Azure Kingfisher

1

25-Nov-07

Gerroa, Crooked River

estuarine

M & P Potter

Sacred Kingfisher

3

07-Jan-08

Bargo

forest

Michelle Rower

Dollarbird

10+

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

forest

Michelle Rower

White-fronted Chat

3

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

salt marsh

Michelle Rower

Logrunner

3

11-Jan-08

Cambewarra Ranges NP

forest

Nigel Jackett
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Crested Shrike-tit

1

05-Jan-08

Yattah Yattah NR

woodland

Richard Allen

Crested Shrike-tit

2

05-Feb-08

Lady Fuller Park/Excelsior

forest

Mike Morphett

Rufous Whistler

1

05-Jan-08

Yattah Yattah NR

woodland

Richard Allen

Black-faced Monarch

1

05-Jan-08

Yattah Yattah NR

woodland

Richard Allen

Black-Faced Monarch

4

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

forest

Michelle Rower

Spectacled Monarch

2

05-Jan-08

Yattah Yattah NR

woodland

Richard Allen

Leaden Flycatcher

1

05-Jan-08

Yattah Yattah NR

woodland

Richard Allen

Restless Flycatcher

3A 2J

Bargo

forest

Michelle Rower

Rufous Fantail

1

07-Jan-08
7-10-Jan08

Scarborough

rain forest/garden

Danie Ondinea

Rufous Fantail

2

10-Jan-08

Scarborough

rain forest/garden

Danie Ondinea

White-winged Triller

4

26-Jan-08

Tallawarra Ash Pond

rural/swamp

Darryl Goldrick

Figbird

2A 6J

14-Feb-08

Comerong Island

forest

Michelle Rower

Figbird

1A1F

02-Feb-08

Barrack Pont

Pied Butcherbird

1

19-Jan-08

North Engadine, Sutherland

suburban
present for several
months

Michelle Rower
J&M
Blomstedt

Green Catbird

1

12-Jan-08

Kangaroo Valley

woodland

Nigel Jackett

Satin Bowerbird

1

12-Jan-08

Primbee (full coloured male)

garden

Ron Imisides

Double-barred Finch

9

13-Jan-08

Nowra Hill

woodland

Nigel Jackett

Rufous Songlark

1

05-Jan-08

Yattah Yattah NR

woodland

Richard Allen

Thank you for all you records! You may be
interested to know what happens to all this
information and how it fits into the State and
National record structure. Every month I send
our records to Alan Morris who is Editor of the
Birding NSW Annual Bird Report in which all of
our Unusual Sightings are included. In addition
Chris Brandis uses the lists compiled from our
monthly and mid week walks as a basis for
sending records to NSW Bird Atlassers. In
addition, of course, Birds Australia is the
guardian of the national “Atlas of Australian
Birds” and
can be reached
through
www.birdata.com.au.
Unfortunately these
entities do not appear to talk to each other and
data bases are jealously guarded. However I will
send our monthly and mid week walk records to
Birds Australia so all avenues are covered.
The question often asked is what sightings are
worthy of being recorded and what is not? This
depends on what the question is! Atlassers
should be recording all sightings within each of
their nominated squares whereas Annual Bird
Reports normally only include interesting or
unusual observations. Chris Chafer has put
together a listing of the species and the suggested
minimum number of individuals that he suggests
should be used as a basis for reporting “Unusual
Sightings”. The web page can be found by
“Googling” for “Wild Illawarra”. However I am

always wary about restricting the species or the
minimum numbers of birds that should be
reported for unless someone is monitoring the
commoner birds how will we know when they
have become uncommon or rare? For instance it
has been reported that Kestrel numbers have
dropped by 50% in the last few years but this
species is excluded from our current reporting
listing, I have not seen one for months! The more
observant of you may have noticed that I have
changed the title of this listing to
“Unusual/Interesting sightings” as this is what
our monthly Newsletter should include.
In the end you have to be the best judge regarding
the birds of your locality. If a sighting is unusual
for your locality or the bird is exhibiting unusual
behaviour, just because the species is common in
our study area is no reason to exclude the sighting
from your records. The external parties who have
access to our data base can extract what they
want from it and we can you use it as a valuable
record of the ebb and flow of bird populations in
our area. If in doubt, send it in
If you would like to join the 40+ members who
have given me their email address and so receive
more regular updates than is possible through the
Newsletter
then
please
advise
me:
cocker@speedlink.com.au.
Good Birding!
Martin Cocker
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Grey Butcher Bird

Photo Chris Chafer

Chris Chafer, a previous long time Records Officer, now living in Sydney, has agreed
to return to his old stamping ground and speak to us in September
Page 1 of 10

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS for the Club due 1st January each year: FAMILY $30 SINGLE
$25. JUNIOR $5. If you are overdue with your subs, please promptly pay Bronwyn Wilson,
our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order

IBOC NEWS CONTENTS

CLUB CONTACTS

Lord Howe Island, p2
Birding Abroad - Thailand, p3
Club Talk and Walks, p4
A Swallow’s Journey, p5
Brokers Nose Walk, p6
Garrawarra Walk, p6,7
Unusual/Interesting Sightings, p8, 9,10

PRESIDENT: Roger Bogaert, tel: 02 4237 8742
SECRETARY: Betty Hudson, tel: 02 4236 0307
email: elizabethhudson@bigpond.com.
TREASURER: Bronwyn Wilson, tel: 02 4283 4744
EDITOR:
John Cashman, tel: 02 4284 0538
email: cashman5@bigpond.com
Val Dolan, tel: 02 4229 6737
RECORDS OFFICER .Martin Cocker
email: cocker@speedlink.com.au

LORD HOWE ISLAND The Director’s Cut
Wow! This was one very special IBOC
trip. Phones ran hot on the day of
departure, due to Qantas misinformation,
but eventually 29 members arrived late
afternoon safe and sound on the island
after only a slightly? bumpy flight that
saw the cabin attendant beaming
confidence (from the safety of his seat).
Bird watching commenced immediately.
Eyes were looking everywhere as we
were transported from the airport to
Somerset Apartments near the CBD with
our driver showing us the White Tern
chicks sitting quite comfortably on their
precarious perches.
Accommodation
allocated, a run to the shops to buy
essential supplies and a get together in
the barbecue area led to a quick decision
for all of us to have dinner at the bowling
club followed by a walk to Ned’s Beach
to watch the shearwaters fly in at dusk.
This was an amazing experience as we
sat by the beach watching hundreds of
birds gathering in the bay before coming
to land among us then waddling off to
their burrows and babies. One landed in
Brian’s lap, hard to know who was most
surprised. You can get up close and
personal with lots of the birds which is
why this island is so exceptional. Lord
Howe Island Woodhen, White Tern and
Buff Banded Rail were very easy to see

Barbara Hales
and noddies and other terns nesting along
the beaches were within arms length and
not disturbed by our presence. Even the
Red-tailed Tropicbird flew low over our
heads at one point. This first day pretty
much set the pattern for the rest of the
week. Decisions would be made during
“happy hour” for the next day with
everyone free to join which ever activity
they pleased with one day being declared
a “free day” which happened to start off
raining. It was a good day to visit the
museum and meet up with Ian Hutton
who showed various films throughout the
day as more and more people drifted in.
This turned out to be the best day for me.
After a very pleasant lunch Brian and I
decided to feed the fish at Ned’s beach
again (another special experience) but as
we
passed
Neil
and
Pam’s
accommodation they invited us to go to
Settlement Beach with them in search of
turtles which we had seen fleetingly the
previous day from our boat when we
were coming back from the North Bay
snorkelling
trip
(another
special
experience). So off we went with Neil
and Pam and in knee to waist deep water
the rock I spotted what turned into a
Loggerhead Turtle.
It is such a
wonderfully beautiful creature and I was
on an instant high. Luckily other people
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came to share our delight and it was
happy to swim around us for some time
even swimming through Tom’s legs at

Lord Howe Island

one stage. My absolute high was to swim
a few strokes underwater with it. Magic!
Magic! Magic!
The trip was also memorable
because of the funny, lovable,
caring people we went with, so a
big thank you to everyone for all
the laughs and for sharing the load
to organise trips, walks, dinners etc.
Thanks also to Pam, (your face said
it all) Neil and Tom for catching the
fish and Val for cooking it giving
us a tasty barbecue night, to Julie
for sharing her little purple taxi and
yeah the tomatoes were 1’#>*+!!
expensive, sorry about the bird poo
Anne but it really was funny.
Thanks everyone, where to next?

Photo Tera Wheway

Birding Abroad - Thailand
David and Elizabeth Winterbottom have
been going overseas regularly to look at
birds and other things. Here is a vignette
from a voyage in February 2006.
Although it boasts a huge variety of
birds, they are mostly confined to the
National Parks. Elsewhere, most have
been eaten and poaching in the Parks is
still a problem. Nevertheless, to give an
idea of the variety, we identified 270
species in 12 days – most of them new to
us.
Raptors are the most difficult to
identify with juveniles, in particular,
showing unbelievable variations in size,
colour and even shape. Fortunately our
guide specialises in them, so we did
better than most – some sixteen species in
all.
The first thing to strike one in the forests
is the incessant racket of the Barbets – so
hard to see high in the treetops.
The
Coppersmith Barbet is reported to send
people crazy, but the Great, Lineated,

David Winterbottom
Green-eared, Golden-throated, Bluethroated and Blur-eared were all seen
adding their voices to the chorus – or is it
cacophony? Bulbuls are also abundant.
In addition to the familiar Redwhiskered, we saw another dozen
different Bulbul species making it quite
bewildering to keep tabs on them all.
Two rare Grey Partridges nearly knocked
us over as we flushed them in the forest.
Blossom-headed, Vernal Hanging and
Red-breasted Parrakeets remind one of
Lorikeets in Australia. The very similar
Pompadour,
Thick-billed
and
Wedgetailed Green Pigeons all have
bright pink feet, but then so do most of
the nine or ten other Green Pigeons
which we missed. The Rangers’ kitchens
proved as irresistible to birders as the
water draining from them was to the
‘hard-to-see’ forest birds such as the
Coral-billed Ground-Cuckoo, a huge (70
cms – half of this tail) striking uncuckoo-like bird which skulks in the

Page 3 of 10

undergrowth nearby and the Chestnutcrowned Laughing Thrush.
However,
more exciting to us were the iridescent
Indian Jungle Fowls behaving for all the
world like the domestic chickens which
derive from them.
A Blue Whistling
Thrush, Emerald Cuckoo and Canary
Flycatcher all added to the colour of the
forest edge.

Near the coast, the remaining saltbush
pans are being converted to prawn ponds
at an alarming rate so the twenty or so
wader species we saw may not be there
that much longer – always supposing
birds like the Black-tailed Godwits have
not all been eaten (they are caught in
large mist nets) before the habitat
disappears. Regretfully we missed the
illusive Spoon-billed Sandpiper, and are
unlikely to have better luck next time.

FORTHCOMING IBOC EVENTS April 2008
CLUB MEETING – Monday 14th April 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall.
Lord Howe Island pictures. The paparazzi were out in force in February when
numerous club members descended on Lord Howe. Here is a chance to see the best and
some less than the best (Sorry! ‘homely’) shots of the paparazzi. Please remember to
bring a plate of goodies to share with the paparazzi and your cup for supper.
MID-WEEK WALK – Wednesday 16th April. 9am – Tom Thumb Lagoon. Leaders
Tom and Joan Wylie From Springhill Road, turn south at the lights into Tom Thumb
Road. Park and meet at a paddock, some 100m further along on the right
Due to the Club Camp at Grenfell (19-26 April)there will be no MONTHLY OUTING
in April, or COMMITTEE MEETING. The next Committee Meeting will be May 20th
MAY NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Thursday 24th
April. Please send items to the editor, cashman5@bigpond.com or mail them to 5 Madden
Street, Fernhill 2519
WELCOME to new member Han (Hong Quin) Liang. Nice to have you join us
Best Wishes to long time member, Judith Parkinson, who is currently unwell, but still
enjoys reading about her friends in our Newsletter..
Volunteers Needed at Barren Grounds. Jack Baker has already relocated a number of
Eastern Bristlebirds from Barren Grounds. If you can help at weekends in this exciting
project, please contact Jack on 0417 663 519
FINANCES. Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer reported that our Bank Balance stood at
$1045.52 at the end of February. With two bills for the Website and PO Box rent
approved, the book balance is $876.52
ANOTHER DEVELOPMENT ! A huge Tourist development is planned for Great
Keppel Island, off the south Queensland coast. This will affect various bird species.
Worried ?? For more information see the Notice Board and/or Penny Potter
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A Swallow’s Journey.

From “Country Living” June 2006 (UK) pp71-74
“One swallow does not a summer make.”
barely a fortnight and is done mainly by
Many country people would disagree.
the female. But once the young hatch,
We know the first fork-tailed arrival
both adults work hard to cope with
before Easter - (Spring, here) will rapidly
prodigious appetites, returning every few
be joined by dozens of others,
minutes with food balls of tiny insects
symbolizing the true arrival of warmer
(plus larger prey, such as damselflies
weather, just as the flocks of twittering
which are brought back whole.)It has
young birds on telephone wires in
been calculated that in one day an adult
September will loudly declare that the
swallow catches up to 10,000 insects –
good times are over. Swallows in colder
one more reason farmers often welcome
climes are nature’s way of punctuating
their presence.
the summer.
Life alongside man is not without its
They are beautiful, with an iridescent
drawbacks. Journeys to and from Africa
blue-black back and deeply forked tail,
take the biggest toll. Quite apart from
complete with two little streamers on
the rigors of a return trip of up to 15,000
either edge, (the easiest way to
miles, specialist predators such as
distinguish them from their short-tailed
Eleanora’s falcons lurk on route. But the
cousins, the martins.)
lure of Britain is up to 18 hours of
daylight in which to find food for their
Swallows were originally cliff-nesting
growing brood, and in a good year, this
birds and their association with man
allows the pair to rear up to three
probably began when they shared the
clutches.
same caves as our Neolithic ancestors.
By the time of the Pharaohs they were
Swallows typically hunt in low-flying
depicted
regularly
in
Egyptian
runs, their long tails giving them great
hieroglyphs. At about this period they
manoeuvrability, scooping up insects as
must have begun abandoning their
they skim just above the grass –
natural habitat in favour of mans’
particularly where cow pats have
temples and palaces.
attracted a rich array of insect life to feed
on. Similarly, they are drawn to water
Victorians knew them as chimney
where they harvest nymphs and midges.
swallows. Increasing numbers began
The heavy use of insecticides is bad news
nesting in outbuildings, particularly on
for swallows. They seem to be holding
farms (as indicated in their scientific
their own in Britain overall, but numbers
name Hirundo Rustica.) As a result, their
are declining in the rest of Europe. The
common name changed to barn swallow.
good news is that swallows have proved
Modern nests, which are rebuilt annually
their ability over the last five millennia to
by the same pair, are fashioned from
adapt their habits to fit in with man
mouthfuls of mud and saliva, but are
.Provided we modify our farming
crude in comparison with the carefully
methods slightly and don’t make life
moulded constructions of house martins.
impossible for them, there is every
chance they will continue to announce
The female lays four to five tiny darkboth summer’s overture and its finale for
blotched white eggs. Incubation lasts
years to come.
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Brokers

Nose Walk

12th
A new walk attracted 21 keen bird
watchers, some being new club members.
The parking area was easily accessible.
Once the traffic noise faded away, the
bird calls were many, but due to the over
growth and thickness of the bush the
sightings were scarce. The path was
difficult in some areas due to the muddy
potholes and soil erosion, and a couple of
small leeches were flicked from boots.
The sun was out, and this helped the
Rufous Fantail as it gave a display of its
beautiful
tail
feathers.
Lewin’s

March 2008
Lorraine Pincus
Honeyeater and Eastern Spinebill are
always a welcoming sight too.
.
We finally reached the top with its
magnificent view of Wollongong. Here
we were refreshed by morning tea and
delighted by the sound of many
Silvereyes, as they flew over head before
disappearing The walk down rewarded
us with some of the smaller birds,
Yellow Robin, White-browed Scrubwren
and Red-browed Finch. Joan suggested
that we do the walk again in Spring or
Summer to compare the bird lists.

25 bird species sighted
Australian Pelican
Topknot Pigeon
Crimson Rosella
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Laughing Kookaburra
White-throated Treecreeper
Spotted Pardalote
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Thornbill

Striated Thornbill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Eastern Spinebill
Eastern Yellow Robin
Eastern Whipbird
Golden Whistler
Rufous Whistler
Rufous Fantail
Grey Fantail

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Raven
Satin Bowerbird
Red-browed Finch
Welcome Swallow
Silvereye

Garawarra State Conservation Area Walk 16, 3 2008
Twelve people came, and we had good
weather for this walk. As it was very hot
and humid we were glad of the cloud
cover for most of the day. The birds
were scarce, with thornbills being seen
most often. The bush was beautiful with
little heaths and flannel daisies out in
flower. The dam gave us good sighting
of Australasian Grebe in full breeding
plumage, with one actually seen on her
nest.
The track was steep in places and very
rocky most of the way. The birds we saw
were in little groups along the way. Male
and female Rufous Whistlers were good
to see. Joan and I saw a young koel
cheeping away, with a parent wattle bird

Terry Edwell
having a well earned rest in a tree next to
it. Twenty pelicans were seen flying in
formation overhead.
An early lunch was taken near a creek
where Tera spotted a very large yabbie.
There were also some interesting spiders
and insects over the track. Back in the
car park at Helensburg Station we saw
Australian King-Parrots, Superb Fairywrens and Red-browed Finches
Betty did a wonderful job in leading us
with some help from Mike who brought
along a more detailed map. Thank you to
all my fellow bird watchers for another
enjoyable day.

Page 6 of 10

Lunch break
38 bird species sighted
Pacific Black Duck
Australasian Grebe
Australian Pelican
Masked Lapwing
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Australian King-Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Common Koel
Laughing Kookaburra
Superb Lyrebird
White-throated Treecreeper

Superb Fairy-wren
Spotted Pardalote
White-browed Scrubwren
Weebill
Brown Thornbill
Striated Thornbill
Red Wattlebird
Little Wattlebird
Noisy Friarbird
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Eastern Spinebill
Eastern Yellow Robin

Photo Mike Morphet
Eastern Whipbird
Golden Whistler
Rufous Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Fantail
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Australian Raven
Satin Bowerbird
Red-browed Finch
Silvereye

March Meeting
David Winterbottom presented an
extraordinary series of graphs and maps
based on bird sightings that he and
Elizabeth made in the last eight years.
The sightings were regularly made in six
specific areas or walks ranging from East
Corrimal, to Windang. Overall they
recorded a slight increase in bird
numbers over the eight years. Numbers

in individual species varied, with smaller
birds generally declining, while larger
birds slightly increased. Our thanks for
their dedication in observing and making
these records.
Martin Cocker with the help of photos
and maps outlined the habits and special
points of identification of the Bird of the
Month: the Red-necked Stint
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IBOC UNUSUAL/INTERESTING SIGHTINGS MARCH 2008
Compiled by Martin Cocker
Species
Black Swan
Canada Goose
Australian Shelduck
Darter
Little Egret

Number
76
4
11
3 Juv
1

Date
24-Feb-08
04-Mar-08
03-Mar-08
17-Feb-08
19-Feb-08

Little Egret
Eastern Reef Egret
Striated Heron
Striated Heron
Striated Heron
Striated Heron

up to 4
1
2
1
2
1

31-Mar-08
01-Mar-08
19-Feb-08
02-Mar-08
03-Mar-08
05-Mar-08

Striated Heron
Striated Heron
Black-shouldered Kite
Square-tailed Kite
Whistling Kite
White-bellied SeaEagle
Swamp Harrier
Brown Goshawk
Collared Sparrowhawk
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Brown Falcon
Australian Hobby
Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Nankeen Kestrel
Nankeen Kestrel
Bar-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Eastern Curlew
Ruddy Turnstone
Red-necked Stint
Curlew Sandpiper
Pied Oystercatcher
Pied Oystercatcher
Sooty Oystercatcher
Grey Plover

1 and 2
1 and 2
2
1
1

31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
15-Feb-08
02-Mar-08
07-Mar-08

1
1
2
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
100+
55
19
1
60
1
5
16
6
1

27-Feb-08
17-Feb-08
17-Feb-08
08-Mar-08
09-Mar-08
19-Feb-08
02-Mar-08
18-Feb-08
02-Mar-08
25-Feb-08
07-Mar-08
24-Feb-08
24-Feb-08
03-Mar-08
24-Feb-08
15-Feb-08
24-Feb-08
28-Feb-08
24-Feb-08
03-Mar-08
02-Mar-08
23-Feb-08

Location
Shoalhaven Heads
Killalea Lagoon
Joadja
Primbee Wetlands
Fred Finch Park
Fred Finch Park, several
birds over March
Nth Port Kembla Beach
Fred Finch Park
Shoalhaven River, Nowra
Windang Estuary
Macquarie Rivulet
Fred Finch Park, several
birds over March
Puckey's Lagoon
Primbee Oval
Shoalhaven River, Nowra
Albion Park Rail
Bulli, Sandon Point
Austimer Sublime Point
Perkins Beach
Barren Grounds NR
Mt. Kembla Ring Track
Balgownie
Menangle
Coniston
Shoalhaven River, Nowra
Puckey's Lagoon
Bombo
Shoalhaven Heads
Shoalhaven Heads
Windang Estuary
Shoalhaven Heads
Barrack Pont
Shoalhaven Heads
Comerong Island
Shoalhaven Heads
Windang Estuary
Coalcliff Road bridge
Comerong Island
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Habitat
Estuarine
lakeside
farm dam
swamp
Channel

Observer
Martin & Penny Potter
Chris Brandis
Darryl Goldrick
Chas Burke
David Winterbottom

mudflats
Rocky Shore
Channel
riverine
estuarine
riverine

David Winterbottom
Chris Chafer
David Winterbottom
Martin & Penny Potter
Lorraine Pincus
Lorraine Pincus

mudflats
mudflats
overhead
riverine
urban

David Winterbottom
David Winterbottom
Ron Imisides
Martin & Penny Potter
Peter Fackender

Overhead
overhead

Jill Molan
Jill Molan
Chas Burke
Jean Clarke
Michelle Rower
David Winterbottom
Chris Chafer
David Winterbottom
Martin & Penny Potter
David Winterbottom
Roger Bogaert
Martin & Penny Potter
Martin & Penny Potter
Lorraine Pincus
Martin & Penny Potter
Michelle Rower
Martin & Penny Potter
David Marshall
Martin & Penny Potter
Lorraine Pincus
Glennis Wellings
David Marshall

bush
overhead
Overhead
Rural
Golf Course
riverine
overhead
overhead
Estuarine
Estuarine
estuarine
Estuarine
coastal
Estuarine
Estuarine
Estuarine
estuarine
rocky shore
Estuarine

Red-capped Plover
Red-capped Plover
Double-banded Plover

12
30, 9Juv
1

24-Feb-08
03-Mar-08
03-Mar-08

Black-fronted Dotterel
Kelp Gull
Caspian Tern
Crested Tern

2
2
3
32

31-Mar-08
03-Mar-08
24-Feb-08
03-Mar-08

White-headed Pigeon
Bar-shouldered Dove
Wompoo Fruit-Dove

1
2
1

27-Feb-08
17-Feb-08
09-Mar-08

Bar-shouldered Dove
Topknot Pigeon
Topknot Pigeon
Topknot Pigeon
Glossy Black-Cockatoo

1 and 2
1
6
1
2

31-Mar-08
16-Feb-08
15-Feb-08
20-Feb-08
24-Feb-08

Yellow-tailed BlackCockatoo
Little Corella
Little Corella
Musk Lorikeet
Musk Lorikeet
Powerful Owl

2
100+
100
20
30+
1

10-Mar-08
10-Mar-08
05-Mar-08
02-Mar-08
18-Mar-08
11-Mar-08

Southern Boobook
Azure Kingfisher
Sacred Kingfisher
Rainbow Bee-eater
Rockwarbler
Noisy Friarbird
Logrunner

1
1
1
2
2
1
1

03-Mar-08
05-Mar-08
02-Mar-08
02-Mar-08
02-Mar-08
09-Mar-08
08-Mar-08

Spotted Quail-thrush
Black-faced Monarch
Black-faced Monarch
Black-faced Monarch
Leaden Flycatcher
Restless Flycatcher
Leaden Flycatcher
Rufous Fantail
Rufous Fantail
Rufous Fantail

5
2 M&F
1
1
1
1
1
12+
1
1

15-Feb-08
05-Mar-08
02-Mar-08
17-Feb-08
01-Mar-08
14-Mar-08
03-Mar-08
09-Mar-08
05-Mar-08
05-Mar-08

Rufous Fantail

1

03-Mar-08

Shoalhaven Heads
Windang Estuary
Windang Estuary
Fred Finch Park, several
birds over March
Windang Estuary
Shoalhaven Heads
Windang Estuary
Jamberoo 3 separate
sightings
Perkins Beach
Yatteyattah NR *
Windang, frequent
sightings over March
Mt. Ousley
Thirroul
Figtree
Boxvale Track Mittagong
Albion Park Rail
Bellambi
Windang Park
Shoalhaven River, Nowra
Albion Park Rail
Excelsior Coalmine
Mittagong, dead bird
collision with fence
Macquarie Rivulet
Budderoo Plateau
Nepean River, Wallacia
Shoalhaven River, Nowra
Avondale
Excelsior Coalmine
Bangadilly NP Canyon
Leigh
Macquarie Pass
Shoalhaven River, Nowra
Perkins Beach
Bulli
Thirroul **
Bulli
Mt. Kembla Ring Track
Jamberoo
Macquarie Pass
Bulli, evidence of
successful breeding
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Estuarine
estuarine
estuarine

Martin & Penny Potter
Lorraine Pincus
Lorraine Pincus

mudflats
estuarine
Estuarine
estuarine

David Winterbottom
Lorraine Pincus
Martin & Penny Potter
Lorraine Pincus

Rural
rainforest

Betty Hudson
Chas Burke
Marnix Zwankhuizen

scrub
Garden
Garden
garden
Forest

David Winterbottom
Jim Robinson
Mike Morphett
Melissa Markham
Chris Chafer

overhead
urban
urban park
riverine
garden
forest

Brian Hales
Tom and Joan Wylie
Margaret P.
Martin & Penny Potter
Peter Fackender
Mike Morphett

rural
riverine
forest
riverine
riverine
garden
forest

Darryl Goldrick
Lorraine Pincus
Betty Hudson
Chris Chafer
Martin & Penny Potter
Alan Lowis
Mike Morphett

Rainforest
garden
rainforest
rainforest
garden
Rainforest

Chris Brandis
Neil Wheway
Martin & Penny Potter
Chas Burke
Roger Truscott
Mike Morphett
Roger Truscott
Michelle Rower
Betty Hudson
Neil Wheway

rainforest

Roger Truscott

Rainforest
riverine

Bassian Thrush
Indian Ringneck

1
1

17-Mar-08
27-Feb-08

Scarborough
Albion Park

rainforest
Playing field

Danie Ondinea
Bruce Coyte

* This record is with the BA Rarities Committee. If confirmed, it is the first sighting in our area for many
years. Marnix Zwankhuizen
** "the first record in 28years of local observations" Mike Morphett

Those of you who attended our camp last November will remember our collective excitement at
seeing a Wompoo Fruit Dove, a lifer for many of us. This bird has a range that extends from
Cape York to the lower Hunter valley and formerly to the Illawarra. In the Illawarra it was
moderately common in the 1840’s but was last recorded from Mont Cambewarra in 1890 and
Mount Keira in 1920, Since then there have been several unconfirmed sightings in 1977, 1982,
1986 and 1994. The current observation is based entirely on the identification of the call that
came from a “massive old fruiting fig tree located in a small deep valley surrounded by warm
temperate rain forest”. This habitat is of course not unknown in our area so some extra vigilance
and tuning of hearing skills may be appropriate!
Other news from the grape vine is the presence of a House Crow in Dee Why a species from
India and Sri Lanka that sometimes finds its way to Australia by ship assisted passages.
According to Pizzey and Knight, “Should immediately be reported and destroyed wherever
identified”. Those of you still hoping to see the Canada Geese at Killalea have left it too late as
the four birds have met the same fate as recommended for the House Crow!
However there seem to be plenty of action in our own neck of the woods judging from the
volume and content of the records I have received. Sorry I have not been able to send out any
interim reports this month, the domestic move has limited my free time. However things are
returning to “normal” in the Cocker household! If you would like to join the 40+ members who
have given me their email address and so receive more regular updates than is possible through
the Newsletter then please advise me: cocker@speedlink.com.au. Good Birding!

Lord Howe Island’s BlackNoddy
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Photo Alan Cousins
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Photo Tera Wheway

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS for the Club due 1st January each year: FAMILY $30 SINGLE
$25. JUNIOR $5. If you are overdue with your subs, please promptly pay Bronwyn Wilson,
our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order
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FORTHCOMING IBOC EVENTS April 2008
CLUB MEETING – Monday 12th May 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall.
Brian Hales on ‘What Bryan (Oops), Brian (Oops), Bird is that? And Martin Cocker to
speak on Bird Identification and Fieldcraft. Please remember to bring a plate of
goodies to share and your cup for supper.
MID-WEEK WALK – Wednesday 14th May. 9am – Bellambi Dunes. Leaders Alan
and Anne Cousins. Meet at the end of Bott Drive, Bellambi. Bott Drive goes off
Rothery Street where it swings from running in an east-west to a north-south direction.
MONTHLY OUTING – Saturday 17th 2008 Mt Alexander Circuit Track Mittagong
Leader Betty Hudson. Meet at the Picnic Shelter in Lake Alexandra Reserve 8.30am
sharp. To reach the reserve from Wollongong via Picton. Exit from the freeway at the
Mittagong exit and take the Old Hume Hwy towards Bowral. Immediately after passing
the Information Centre turn right into Helena St, take 4th left into Alfred St, and then 2nd
right into Victoria St. Park here and walk into reserve. From Bowral, take the first left
immediately after the traffic lights at the intersection of the Bowral Road and the Old
Hume Hwy, this is Victoria St. NB get into the left lane at the lights - there is no left turn.
This is an 8km medium to strenuous walk in sandstone gorges of the Upper Nattai River,
as it makes its way around Mt Alexandra. There are 5 creek crossing - no bridges, many
fallen trees to get around and several steep ascents and descents. Most of the walk is on
narrow walking tracks skirting the cliffs.
Carry morning tea, lunch and bring afternoon tea to have back at the cars. We should
finish about 3pm. This walk is well worth the effort for the scenery without the birds.
COMMITTEE MEETING. The next Committee Meeting will be at 7.30 on Tuesday
May 20th at Alan and Anne Cousins, 4 Adelaide Place, Tarrawanna. Phone 4283 3197.
Club members are welcome to attend Committee meetings
JUNE NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the June IBOC News is Thursday 22nd
May. Please send items to the editor, cashman5@bigpond.com or mail them to 5 Madden
Street, Fernhill 2519

Page 2 of 10

Tom Thumb Lagoon Walk.
There were several new faces as we set
off on an overcast morning. Falling in
the school holidays meant that some of
our members, usually at the "chalk face",
joined us in the great outdoors. This
particular patch of the outdoors is
completely artificial: a wonderful
example of restoration of a previously
degraded site. Having grown up in
Auburn Street, Coniston I know that the
council dump was a source of "treasure"
for the local kids long before the days of
the annual cleanups. Now imaginative
landscaping and copious plantings
provide an attractive home for 35 bird
species sighted in just a few hours.
Nerida suggested that some of the
thriving young figtrees were plantings
from the original figtree from which the
suburb is named. Call me sentimental,
but I hope this is so!
There was plenty of evidence of ongoing
maintenance of the area with bundles of
invasive weeds in several spots.
Unfortunately not everyone appreciates
the hard work of the people who care, as
ugly graffiti had defaced some signs and
seating.
Waterways were home to White-faced
Heron, Chestnut Teal, Pacific Black

Wednesday, 16/4/08
Val
Dolan
Ducks, Black-faced Cormorant and Pied
Cormorant. A distant Eastern Great
Egret was first thought to be a plastic
bag until people checked it out with
binoculars and powerful camera lenses.
Although the paths are well used by
cyclists and walkers some of the birds
seemed comfortable with humans and a
New Holland Honeyeater put on a great
display on a bare branch close to the
path. During morning tea one of our
new members pointed out where a
family of Brown Quail had been noted
on a previous visit.
I had to leave after morning tea but Joan
led the group on to sight a Yellow-faced
Honeyeater, Red Wattlebird, Black-faced
Cuckoo-shrike, Australasian Pipit and a
pelican. Back at the car parking spot,
oblivious to the coal trucks, a Willie
Wagtail and a Yellow-rumped Thornbill
played together in the long grass and
obligingly flew onto a low branch to
allow identification.
Thanks to Joan and Tom Wylie for
organising this walk while they were
busy preparing for camp and adventures
further afield. Tom said it was well
worth it when 16 keen IBOC members
turned up to join in the morning.

Bird Sightings ( with names and order according to the new C & B ‘08 listing)
Chestnut Teal
Pacific Black Duck
Spotted Dove
Little Pied Cormorant
Black-faced Cormorant
Australian Pelican
Eastern Great Egret
White-faced Heron
Masked Lapwing
Silver Gull
Rainbow Lorikeet
Superb Fairy-wren

White-browed Scrubwren
Yellow Thornbill
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-plumed Honeyeater
Little Wattlebird
Red Wattlebird
New Holland Honeyeater
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Olive-backed Oriel ??
Australian Magpie
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Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Golden-headed Cisticola
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Common Myna
House Sparrow
Australasian Pipit

Birds around Berry
I received a request a couple of weeks
ago from Jeanne Highland, a resident of
Bong Bong Road. ‘Would I take her
visiting American friends, John and
Alice, out birding?’ I received another
from Les, a dairy farmer whose property
lies adjacent to the Coolangatta Estate
winery. ‘What the hell can I do about
these damned Starlings and Indian
Mynas?’
I considered meeting Les at the winery
but relented and took John and Alice to
Shoalhaven Heads to check out the
shorebirds. Next to the resting flocks of
Bar-tailed Godwits and Crested Terns
was a pair of Pied Oystercatchers,
striking black and white waders with
long, thick, red bills, and a restless
contingent of Little Terns. In amongst
the Godwits we found a lone Gull-billed
Tern, a nomadic inland breeding bird
rarely seen around here. Like other
species, it may have been influenced by
the continuing drought to visit the coast,
though it is unlikely to stay.
Les’s ‘damned’ Starlings and Indian
Mynas were introduced to Australia in
the late 1880’s by homesick settlers.
Initially confined to the Sydney region
they very slowly expanded their range.
It’s only recently, as they hit critical
mass, that they discovered the South
Coast and the insect-laden pastures that
Les’s property provides. I’ve no doubt
many Berry residents can recall the days
when there were no Starlings or Mynas
around.
So altered has the landscape around
Berry become that many of the birds we
see around here are originally from
‘somewhere else’. Global warming is
having an effect but it’s human impact

Bob Ashford
that is creating the greatest change. We
have made it very easy for some birds to
thrive in this altered environment – often
at the expense of other species.
The same paddock landscape has
encouraged an explosion of Galahs,
Long-billed and Little Corellas, all drier
country open woodland species. Les’s
gripe is that the Starlings and Mynas
have evicted the smaller native species
from his property. Culling and planting
low indigenous bush will help. Rather
more alarmingly in some parts of
Australia Long-billed Corellas have been
seen raiding remaining nesting holes and
pulling out the eggs and chicks of the
endangered Glossy Black Cockatoo. By
felling trees, building dams and planting
crops we have encouraged new settlers
who in turn have made it tough, if not
terminal, for the original inhabitants.
Other new settlers include the Crested
Pigeon, another dry country bird that
arrived on the South Coast in the late
1980’s. You’d be pushed to find a
telephone line around Berry now without
a Crested Pigeon. Another is the Whiteheaded Pigeon, a forest bird from
northern Australia. It has flourished as an
introduced tree, the Camphor Laurel, has
spread southward either through
deliberate plantings or via bird
droppings. The winter berries of the tree,
along with dog and cat food leftovers,
feed the Pied Currawong too. Come
spring increasing populations of fattened
Currawongs wreak havoc on the
nestlings of smaller bush birds to feed
their own young.
Silver Gull populations have exploded
too, nurtured by rubbish tips and picnic
chips, and they regularly attack the nests
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and young of the endangered Little Tern.
So Les, you may win a battle but I doubt
No wonder the ones we saw at
you’ll win the war. There is some good
Shoalhaven Heads were so restless. The
news though. The Powerful Owl, a huge
Gull-billed Tern may have made its way
owl that traditionally needed vast tracts
here through natural occurrences. Far
of forest to survive, is adapting very well
more species have made it here through
to the urban sprawl by taking a new prey
our altering of the landscape.
species – the cat!
A historical note. Hugh Boyd Osborne notes that in Bob’s article about the Wonga
Pigeon (IBOC News July 07) the art endowed Bundernon Boyds are comparatively
recent arrivals to the Shoalhave. They are not related to his family, who have farmed,
loved, and lived in the valley with its wonderful birds for over 100 years

The New Bird List

Chris Brandis
Just as you thought you had the bird names and list sequence down pat the new
Systematics and Taxonomy of Australian Birds by Les Christides and Walter E Boles has
been released which has thrown this into quite a change, mainly in the list sequence. The
listers will have to check as some species have been split and others lumped together but
many of these were predicted some time ago.The main changes are as follows.
Splits :
- Short-tailed from Striated Grasswren
- Kalkadoon from Dusky Grasswren
- Kimberly from White-lined Honeyeater
- Western from Little Wattlebird
- Arafura from Rufous Fantail
- Buff-sided Robin from White-browed Robin
Lumped together :
- Lesser Sooty with Sooty Owl
- Gould’s with Little Bronze-Cuckoo
- Black-backed with White Wagtail
Name changes because of world splits:
- Australian Swiftlet from White-rumped Swift
- Australian Little Bittern from Little Bittern
- Eastern Great Egret from Great Egret
- Eastern Osprey from Osprey
- Pale-vented Bush-hen from Bush-hen
- Australian Painted Snipe from Painted Snipe
- Brown Skua from Great Skua
- Eastern Koel from Common Koel
- Eastern Barn Owl from Barn Owl
- Eastern Grass Owl from Grass Owl
- Australian Logrunner from Logrunner
- Australian Pipit from Richard’s Pipit
- Eastern and Green-headed Yellow Wagtails from Yellow Wagtail
The albatrosses were not split as many
hoped and there are mentions of reports

of species that were not submitted to a
rarities committee or published in a
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reviewed publication and therefore can
not be considered which makes it
important to report your sightings and if
they are significant write them up for
assessment or publication.
The publication costs about $60 but is
full of technical discussion on the
reasons why decisions were made,
mainly on DNA type analysis which I
found a bit daunting to say the least.

The main problem for our Unusual
Records Officer, the Editor and those
writing trip reports is the new species
sequence
which
has
changed
considerably since the last list.
If you need the list I can email it to you
or you can purchase the publication from
Andrew Isles in Melbourne.
Chris Brandis
cbrandis@speedlink.com.au

As well as Chris’ FULL LIST (with Common and Scientific Names of Birds and Atlas
Numbers) Tera Wheway and Martin Cocker have prepared a Common Names bird list
which you can get from Martin by email. cocker@speedlink.com.au.
Some copies will also be available at the Library
Nerida Hudsmith reports that Bintel, the Binocular and Telescope Shop has moved from
York Street in Sydney to 84 Wentworth Park Road in Glebe. Phone 9518 7255 and their
Inet address is www.bintelshop.com.au. Some other club members also recommend
looking at the Inet when considering buying or upgrading binoculars
Lyn Walker reports that on a recent trip to Norfolk Island she observed at least six of the
endangered Green Parrots trying to get into the aviary at the Botanic gardens. She also
reports seeing an Azure Kingfisher and lots of Fairy Terns.

Of Birds and Poems

John Douglas Pringle

The Scot, John Pringle, came to Australia, shortly after World War 11. Pringle was
editor of the Sydney Morning Herald, and later editor of the Canberra Times. This essay
was published 35 years ago, in his book, On Second Thoughts, and records his
astonishment at seeing the birds of Australia, which we so easily take for granted.
It has often been said that Australian
open your ears to a new experience, are
birds are unmusical and have no true
no less beautiful. But it is like listening
song. This is a gross libel, though it
to contemporary music, say, of Messiaen
conceals a genuine difference from
or Boulez after listening to Schubert or
British birds.
Britain has many
Mozart. To sit in the bush and hear the
songsters, like the blackbird, thrush,
ringing notes of the currawongs, the
blackcap, and other warblers, not to
whistle and crack of the whipbird, and
mention the nightingale, which do
the amazing variety of whistles and cries
whistle and trill recognizable melodies.
of the parrots, wattlebirds, cuckoos, and
To listen to them is, in a sense, like
honeyeaters is to me as wonderful as to
listening to classical music. Australian
wake up in southern England to the dawn
bird-song, on the other hand, is made up
chorus of blackbirds and thrushes.
of innumerable calls and cries, some
strange and bizarre, others soft and
Moreover Australia has some birds
melodious, which, if you are prepared to
which sing a pure melody that can rival
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any English bird.
I have already
mentioned the curious yodeling call of
the magpie. A closely related bid, the
grey shrike or butcherbird, is even more
beautiful. The butcherbird reminds me
of the well-known Australian tenor,
Donald Smith. Stolid, stocky, plaincoloured, uncompromisingly Australian,
with a slightly hooked beak, it stands
boldly on a branch, as Donald Smith
stands on the stage, the last creature one
might expect with song and music. Then
it opens its bill wide and pours out an
incredible stream of notes in a pure
contralto voice. At times it can sound
exactly like a virtuoso flautist, and the
variety and invention of its grace-notes
are staggering. It also has the agreeable
and unusual characteristic of singing
more and better as the year goes on until
in autumn, when other birds tend to fall
silent, it reaches the perfection of its art.
I would be prepared to back the
butcherbird against the nightingale in an
ornithological Singspiel or Eisteddfod!

There are, of course, many small
Australian birds of equal interest and
beauty which are hard to see. The many
species of honeyeater, in particular, are
maddeningly difficult both to see and
identify. Most of them find their food in
the branches of the eucalypts and they
seem to have a special knack of always
keeping at least two gum-leaves between
them and the watcher with his fieldglasses. They are also always on the
move, slipping from branch to branch, so
that they will not stay in one spot to see
them properly. The same thing is true of
the tiny jewel-like pardalotes and the
silvereyes. But the lovely little finches –
my favourites are the diamond firetail
and the red-browed finch – are both
fairly common and fairly easy to see, and
the marvelous blue wrens, tiny delicate
birds with brilliant blue enameled on the
heads, breasts and backs of the male
birds, can be found in every suburban
garden. Douglas Stewart share my love
for the little finches. He has written two
poems on the firetails: after much
hesitation I have chosen this one:

Flit flit flit they cry in their bright voices
Showering upon the lawn, the firetail finches
Bowing from nowhere like broken leaves and berries
From some fat briar-bush that the wind harries
In a flurry of soft green bodies, red beak and tail;
And flit they do when they have picked what they wanted,
Miles through the mountains again, so small, so undaunted,
As if they can see some sweet and sheltering briar
Formed of their own green flight and tips of fire
Where finches are safe wherever they blow with the gale.
Readers will be pleased to hear that I do not intend to go through the 700-odd species of
birds that are found in Australia. I will not even try to deal with the bowerbirds and the
extraordinary mallee fowl whose feat of hatching its eggs in a mound of leaves – keeping
the temperature correct to within two degrees – is one of the zoological wonders of the
world.
To be continued
The Grenfell Camp was fine, well organised, and well attended: interesting in a drought
stricken land. Impressions, reports, feelings and Bird Lists next month.
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ALSO FROM THE SKY
The earth is gaining in weight, thanks to meteorites! Most meteorites are about the size
of a grain of sand, and they vaporize on the way down. But each year about 6000 rocks
weighing between a few grams and a few kilograms make it to the earth. But only five or
so are seen to fall and are then collected. The heaviest meteorite known is the 60 tonne
Hoba West meteorite which fell in southern Africa. The oldest meteorite on record is one
that fell in Japan in AD861. And in the city of Ensisheim in France the locals have a
party each November celebrating a 127kg meteorite that was seen to land in a wheat
field, over 500 years ago in 1492.
The things birds have to put up with !
From Field Notes of the Dubbo Field Naturalist and Conservation Society May 2006

presentation, and it was certainly
appreciated.
The call of the Blue-winged Kookaburra
is described as maniacal and a raucous
cacophony; like a scream
Interesting facts related included the
kookaburra being featured on the third
stamp of the Commonwealth. While the
Laughing Kookaburra was originally
mostly confined to the East coast of the
continent, the early white settlers soon
appreciated it’s snake catching abilities
and introduced it into SA, WA, and
Tasmania.
Tera also thought about
getting us all to singTera Wheway (her photo) entertained us
last meeting with photos, recorded bird
calls and anecdotes about the Bluewinged and Laughing Kookaburras. Tera
seemed to have enjoyed preparing her

Kookaburra sits on the old gum tree
Merry, merry king of the bush is he
Laugh, kookaburra, laugh kookaburra
Gay your life must be

IBOC UNUSUAL/INTERESTING SIGHTINGS APRIL 2008
Compiled by Martin Cocker
Species

Number

Date

Location

Habitat

Observer

Brown Quail

5

05-Apr

Haywards Bay

scrub

Martin Cocker

Chestnut Teal

2A 6Y

30-Mar

Why Juck Bay 6 ducklings

lakeside

Martin Cocker

White-headed Pigeon

2 A 1J

25-Mar

Thirroul

garden

Mike Morphett

White-headed Pigeon

6

27-Mar

Figtree

garden

Kevin McGregor

White-headed Pigeon

10

19-Apr

Jamberoo

rural

Margaret Atkinson

Brown Cuckoo-Dove

6

05-Apr

Avondale

garden

Neil Wheway
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Tawny Frogmouth

1

19-Apr

Austinmer

garden

Graham Meany

White-necked Heron

1

22-Mar

Haywards Bay

rural

Martin Cocker

White-necked Heron

1

29-Mar

Haywards Bay

rural

Martin Cocker

Striated Heron

2

23-Mar

Little Lake

estuarine

Michelle Rower

Little Egret

2

06-Apr

Haywards Bay

overhead

Martin Cocker

Little Egret

4

19-Apr

Purrah Bay, Lake Illawarra

lakeside

Martin Cocker

Pacific Baza
White-bellied SeaEagle
White-bellied SeaEagle
White-bellied SeaEagle
White-bellied SeaEagle

2

12-Apr

Bulli

overhead

Roger Truscott

1 Imm.

07-Apr

Windang Estuary

estuarine

Jill Molan

2

06-Apr

Thirroul

overhead

Mike Morphett

4

12-Apr

Thirroul

overhead

Ian McKinley

1 Imm.

19-Apr

Koonawarrah Bay, Kanahhooka

lakeside

Martin Cocker

Whistling Kite

1

06-Apr

Haywards Bay

overhead

Martin Cocker

Grey Goshawk

1

21-Apr

Bulli

rainforest

Roger Truscott

Swamp Harrier

1

06-Apr

Haywards Bay

overhead

Martin Cocker

Swamp Harrier

1

16-Mar

Haywards Bay

rural

Martin Cocker

Wedge-tailed Eagle

2

08-Mar

Mt. Kembla Ring Track

overhead

Michelle Rower

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

30-Mar

Maddens Plains

Bush

Alan Cousins

Wedge-tailed Eagle

2

20-Apri

Haywards’s Bay

suburban

Martin Cocker

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

05-Apr

Bellambi

overhead

Alan Cousins

Nankeen Kestrel

2

21-Mar

Barrack Point

overhead

Michelle Rower

Peregrine Falcon

1

02-Mar

Haywards Bay

rural

Martin Cocker

Pied Oystercatcher

10

07-Apr

Windang Estuary

estuarine

Jill Molan

Sooty Oystercatcher

8

29-Mar

Barrack Point

shore

Michelle Rower

Sooty Oystercatcher

10

08-Apr

Austinmer

shore

Graham Meany

Black-fronted Dotterel

4

07-Mar

Myambar Wetland, Shellharbour

wetland

Michelle Rower

Latham's Snipe

1

29-Mar

Myambar Wetland, Shellharbour

wetland

Chris Brandis

Eastern Curlew

1

07-Apr

Windang Estuary

estuarine

Jill Molan

Ruddy Turnstone

6

29-Mar

Barrack Point

shore

Michelle Rower

Kelp Gull
Yellow-tailed BlackCockatoo

1

08-Apr

Austinmer

shore

Graham Meany

38

16-Mar

Primbee Primary School

urban

Ron Imisides

Gang-gang Cockatoo

2 M&F

17-Feb

Perkins Beach

scrub

Norma Burke

Musk Lorikeet

6

09-Mar

Illawarra Sports High School

urban

Michelle Rower

Musk Lorikeet

12

28-Mar

Barrack Point

garden

Michelle Rower

Musk Lorikeet

4

23-Mar

Warilla Grove

urban

Michelle Rower

Musk Lorikeet

2

01-Apr

Avondale

garden

Tera Wheway

Musk Lorikeet

20

06-Apr

Lake Illawarra

garden

Peter Nolan

Ringneck

1

10-Apr

Albion Park

suburban

Bruce Coyte

Azure Kingfisher

1

29-Mar

Myambar Wetland, Shellharbour

wetland

Chris Brandis

Azure Kingfisher

1

29-Mar

Little Lake

estuarine

Michelle Rower
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Sacred Kingfisher

1

29-Mar

Myambar Wetland, Shellharbour

wetland

Chris Brandis

Noisy Pitta

1

09-Apr

Bass Point

Rainforest

Lorraine Pincus

Southern Emu-Wren

2

07-Mar

Barren Grounds

Bush

Norma Burke

Scarlet Honeyeater

2 Female

29-Mar

Primbee Dunes

scrub

Michelle Rower

Scarlet Honeyeater
White-naped
Honeyeater

12

03-Apr

Regal Heights Albion Park

woodland

Joshua Coyte

3

28-Mar

Primbee Dunes

scrub

Michelle Rower

Golden Whistler

2

07-Apr

Scarborough

rainforest

Danie Ondinea

Figbird

14

17-Mar

Primbee

garden

Ron Imisides

Figbird

5

13-Apr

Wollongong

urban

Lorraine Pincus

Grey Currawong

1

06-Apr

Budderoo Plateau

Bush

Rufous Fantail

1

27-Mar

Barren Grounds

Bush

Betty Hudson
Norma Burke/Jean
Clarke

Rufous Fantail

4

06-Apr

Staffords Farm Walk, Mt. Keira

Bush

Jill Molan

Rufous Fantail

1

13-Apr

Darkes Forest

Woodland

Ian McKinley

Rufous Fantail

1

27-Mar

Figtree

garden

Kevin McGregor

Grey Fantail

20+

06-Apr

Staffords Farm Walk, Mt. Keira

Bush

Jill Molan

Little Raven

1

30-Mar

Hooka Point

lakeside

Lorraine Pincus

Leaden Flycatcher

1 female

08-Mar

Mt. Kembla Ring Track

rainforest

Michelle Rower

Leaden Flycatcher

2 Female

27-Mar

Primbee Dunes

scrub

Michelle Rower

Spectacled Monarch

1

21-Mar

Yatteyattah NR

Bush

Richard Allen

Rose Robin

1-female

30-Mar

Hooka Point

lakeside

Lorraine Pincus

Rose Robin

1 Female

30-Mar

Primbee Dunes

scrub

Michelle Rower

Rose Robin

1 female

30-Mar

Bulli

rainforest

Roger Truscott

Rose Robin

2, M F

13-Apr

Bulli

rainforest

Roger Truscott

Brown Songlark

1

20-Feb

Austinmer

rural

Alan Lowis

Bassian Thrush

1

06-Apr

Staffords Farm Walk, Mt. Keira

Bush

Beautiful Firetail
Chestnut-breasted
Mannikin

3

08-Mar

Barren Grounds

Bush

Jill Molan
Norma Burke/Jean
Clarke

4

29-Mar

Myambar Wetland, Shellharbour

wetland

Chris Brandis

Thank you for all you records! The Club is back from a very successful trip to Grenfell.
An excellent number of species including Turquoise Parrot, Speckled Warbler, Superb
Parrot, Spotted Harrier, Hooded Robin. See your future Newsletters for more details!
The highlight of this month must be the Noisy Pitta at Bass Point. Well done Lorraine
Pincus for observing and reporting this bird. At this time of the year immature birds are
seeking to establish their own territories and may be seen well outside their “normal”
distribution so keep your eyes open for these travellers of many species.
If you would like to join the 40+ members who have given me their email address and so
receive more regular updates than is possible through the Newsletter then please advise
me and send all your records to:cocker@speedlink.com.au. Good Birding!
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CLUB’S AIM: To join together people with a common interest who wish to further their knowledge
and enjoyment of the birdlife around them.

Issue No. 315

June 2008

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS for the Club due 1st January each year: FAMILY $30 SINGLE $25.
JUNIOR $5. If you are overdue with your subs, please promptly pay Bronwyn

Eastern Great Egret
Photo Charles Dove
Charlie and Janine joined us at Grenfell for their first IBOC Camp
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FORTHCOMING IBOC EVENTS June 2008
CLUB MEETING Monday 9th June 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall. A Mystery
Film Night. Please remember to bring a plate of goodies to share and your cup for supper.
MID-WEEK WALK – Wednesday 11th June– Jerrara Dam & Dunmore. Leader Chris
Brandis. Meet in the car park at 9 am. There are construction works at Dunmore so turn off the
highway at Dunmore into Swamp Road by veering left to Kiama Downs then right towards
Jamberoo. At the end of Swamp Road turn right and then you will see a turn to the left to Jarrara
Dam. After here we can go to the Dunmore Lakes for a quick look. Chris Brandis 0427962837
MONTHLY OUTING – Sunday 15th June Tallawarra. Leader Chris Brandis.
Meet in the small car park about 300 m down the road to Tallawarra off the old highway at 9am.
Tallawarra have requested we park in the ash pond so I will open the gates and cars can go in and
the gate will be locked afterward, so don’t be late. To leave we can drive around for another
look and if time walk into the section near the Lake. Chris Brandis 0427962837
COMMITTEE MEETING. The next Committee Meeting will be at 7.30 on Tuesday 17th
June at Tom and Joan Wylie’s, 4 Daphne Street, Bellambi. Phone 4284 2051. Club members are
welcome to attend Committee meetings
JULY NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the July IBOC News is Thursday 19th June.
Please send items to the editor, cashman5@bigpond.com or mail them to 5 Madden Street,
Fernhill 2519

Bellambi Dunes walk Wednesday 14 May 08
A beautiful morning saw 23 and 1/3
members and grandchild (Matilda – Nanna
and Pop Wylie. How she stayed on her feet
without complaint for three hours would put
us to shame) assembled in Bott Drive
carpark, Bellambi.
The walk commenced at the northern end of
the western fence line of the treatment works
where numerous species were sighted
including the European Goldfinch. We
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Alan Cousins
continued to skirt the dune area and followed
around the outside of the bush area seeing
Superb Fairy-wrens and Red-browed
Finches
and
ambled
along
the
footpath/cycleway
past
the
pond
reconstructed for the green and golden bell
frogs (now an endangered species. They do
not appear to have returned to this habitat
following the upheaval when the pond was
destroyed during water work construction)
and along past the lagoon where a number of

water birds were present: Eurasian Coot,
Dusky Moorhen, Pacific Black Duck,
Australian White Ibis, Purple Swamphen,
Australian Grebe, Little Pied Cormorant etc.
On reaching Corrimal East beach we rested
for morning tea.
Sustenance over we
continued along the beach, spying Sooty
Oyster Catcher, White-faced Heron, little
Pied Cormorant, Crested tern and Silver
Gull. Then up and over the dune and along
the eastern track to return to the oval where
Bird Sightings
Chestnut Teal
Pacific Black Duck
Australasian Grebe
Spotted Dove
Bar-shouldered Dove
Little Pied Cormorant
Pied Cormorant
Australian Pelican
White-faced Heron
Australian White Ibis
Brown Goshawk
Australian Hobby
Purple Swamphen
Dusky Moorhen

we followed the western track into the bush.
It was quiet here. The birds seemed to have
known we were coming and had gone home
to lunch.
In all 42 species were sighted and the
Eastern Whipbird and Spotted Pardalote, to
name two, were heard but not seen. Anne
and I would like to thank all who attended
our first led walk and hoped they enjoyed it
as much as we did.

Eurasian Coot
Sooty Oystercatcher
Masked Lapwing
Crested Tern
Silver Gull
Rainbow Lorikeet
Crimson Rosella
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Superb Fairy-wren
Yellow Thornbill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Little Wattlebird
New Holland Honeyeater
Australian Magpie

Report on IBOC Grenfell Camp April 2008.

Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Common Starling
Common Mynar
Red-browed Finch
House sparrow
Australasian Pipit
European Goldfinch

Betty Hudson

28 members including 2 Canadian visitors attended the IBOC Camp at Grenfell in April 2008. The weather was
superb with cool nights and warm sunny days. Weddin Shire Council especially Mark at the Caravan Park and
Auburn, the Tourism Officer, went out of their way to make our stay exceptional. On the Saturday night we
attended a Dinner with the council and local birdos to mark the launch of the Weddin Shire Bird Trails, which
IBOC was to road test.
The Shire had produced a pamphlet showing the bird trails including a map marking the locations and details of
birds to be expected there. Each trail had a beautiful large sign marking the start of the trail. These were easily
visible when driving and ensured that we found the correct roads. I just hope that they are not souvenired too
quickly.
Each day we visited one or more of the trails in a variety of habitats including Callitris Pine Forest, grassy box
woodland, roadside vegetation and wetlands. Visits were made to the Weddin Mountains, both Ben Halls Cave and
Holy Camp Road Picnic areas north & south of the mountains. On the way to Ben Halls Cave we stopped at a
lagoon on Emu creek to see the Darter’s nest with three chicks. Calling in at Weddin State Forest we found Brian’s
favourite bird the Red-capped Robin and Southern Whiteface on a fence in the full sun. Didn’t the cameras click.
Everyday we kept hoping to see the Superb Parrots which were in the area feeding on the ironbark blossom. On
Monday afternoon a visit to 2 short access roads to properties just outside town, rewarded us with good sightings
but only of females. On the entire trip no males were seen. A visit to Gum Swamp at Forbes rewarded us with Pinkeared Ducks, and Australasian Shovelers as well as the sad site of a newly dead Whistling Kite.
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On the whole camp we saw 10 species of raptors, with Brown Falcons being especially common, feeding on the
grasshoppers in the paddocks, the Spotted Harrier, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Black Kite and Grey Goshawk also
being seen. After leaving Forbes we headed to Nangar National Park to follow up a report from Jill Molan of
Cumberland BOC sighting Ground Cuckoo-shrikes. Arriving at 4.30pm we had almost given up hope when 2 birds
flew down from a distant tree landing against the light, making identification hard. It was an excited group that
realised we had found them. A first for all the group. Cameras clicked but the distance and the light only gave poor
results. The race was then on to get back to camp in time to go out for a meal at 6.30pm, as well as getting off the
roads before the roos started moving.
The last day of camp we visited a Trail that wasn’t the road to Coninbla NP as Betty had expected from the map. It
proved very good bird watching as there was water in the creek and good vegetation for small birds. This trail
proved the most productive of the trip with 43 species recorded, including the Hooded Robin, Double-barred Finch
and the Turquoise Parrot.
Weddin Shire and especially Auburn are to be congratulated on the Bird Trails and the large colourful signs. Also
IBOC’s thanks go to Ross Armstrong and Mikla Lewis for allowing us to visit their properties as well as Mark at
the caravan park for making our stay memorable and arranging an evening meal for us at the hotel.

Bird Sightings
Brown Quail
Black Swan
Australian Wood Duck
Pink-eared Duck
Australasian Shoveler
Grey Teal
Pacific Black Duck
Hardhead
Australasian Grebe
Hoary-headed Grebe
Rock Dove
Common Bronzewing
Crested Pigeon
Diamond Dove
Peaceful Dove
Australian Darter
Little Pied Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
White-necked Heron
White-faced Heron
Australian White Ibis
Straw-necked Ibis
Yellow-billed Spoonbill
Black-shouldered Kite
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Whistling Kite
Black Kite
Grey Goshawk
Spotted Harrier
Wedge-tailed Eagle

Nankeen Kestrel
Brown Falcon
Australian Hobby
Purple Swamphen
Dusky Moorhen
Eurasian Coot
Black-fronted Dotterel
Masked Lapwing
Galah
Little Corella
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Cockatiel
Superb Parrot
Eastern Rosella
Blue Bonnet
Red-rumped Parrot
Turquoise Parrot
Barking Owl
Southern Boobook
Laughing Kookaburra
White-throated Treecreeper
Brown Treecreeper
Superb Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Speckled Warbler
Western Gerygone
Striated Thornbill
Yellow Thornbill
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill

Buff-rumped Thornbill
Inland Thornbill
Southern Whiteface
Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater
White-plumed Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
Red Wattlebird
White-fronted Chat
White-cheeked Honeyeater
Brown-headed Honeyeater
Blue-faced Honeyeater
Noisy Friarbird
Little Friarbird
Striped Honeyeater
Grey-crowned Babbler
White-browed Babbler
Ground Cuckoo-shrike
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Crested Shrike-tit
Golden Whistler - E Race
Rufous Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Dusky Woodswallow
Grey Butcherbird
Pied Butcherbird
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Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Little Raven
Restless Flycatcher
Magpie-Lark
White-winged Chough
Apostlebird
Jacky Winter
Red-capped Robin
Hooded Robin
Eastern Yellow Robin
Australian Reed-Warbler
Rufous Songlark
Silvereye
White-backed Swallow
Welcome Swallow
Fairy Martin
Common Blackbird
Common Starling
Mistletoebird
Zebra Finch
Double-barred Finch
Red-browed Finch
Diamond Firetail
House Sparrow
Australasian Pipit

Typical Grenfell Bird Trail Sign……………. Double Barred Finch Photos Kathryn Sullivan

More Grenfell camp Impressions
Tera Wheway
Each camp I've been to has many highlights. Grenfell was no exception. My highlight was the
excitement of a twitching exercise. Led by Jill we were on the trail of the elusive Ground
Cuckoo-shrike. We made a special detour home from a trip to Forbes Swamp to search for this
hard to find bird, and behold, just as I was getting despondent the cry went up Ground Cuckooshrike. Sure enough there they were, in flight and then on the ground feeding. Delightful after a
bird watching lifetime of searching. Thank you Jill.
Campfires at night put a glow on all our cheeks but the damper made by Trish added to our
experience - Yummy in Tummy. On the last day of bird watching, to flush 5 Turquoise parrots
(beautiful birds) certainly ended another extremely enjoyable camp. As usual good company,
great laughter and companionship and good birding.
First Impressions Tony and Sylvia Loader
We really enjoyed our first camp at Grenfell, and would like to thank everyone for being so
friendly and helpful. Sincere thanks to Betty for all her planning and organizing. Grateful
thanks to those who replenished us with sandwiches and a cuppa, especially Nerida and Trish
when we discovered we had left our picnic bag on the grass in the caravan park.
We were amazed at the unbelievable number of birds sighted and new binoculars are now on top
of our shopping list ! It was a fantastic week !
Neil Wheway
It was indeed another great and successful camp with many wonderful and happy memories; the
memory that sticks in my mind was the day we went out along bird route No3. It was a pristine
autumn day and to make it better, I was chauffeured. The route was a typical farm road for the
area which led to several properties it was gravel winding and snaked around.the surrounding
hillside. We stopped frequently to observe the birds our lunch was taken on the banks of a
mainly dry creek and what little water was left became a haven for the birds. On our drive back
out the sighting of Turquoise parrots were a colourful prize, and capped off a perfect day for me.
Trish Law
"This was my first camp, so it was a cinch to double/ treble/ quadruple the number of birds that I
have seen and sort of identified, with lots of help from Betty or Joan or Tom or whomever I was
trailing at the time. So it goes without saying that the birds were a highlight. What I will always
remember, though is the friendship and camaraderie I felt with the group. The IBOC crew is a
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most welcoming and inclusive club, making me feel very welcome and assisting me with bird
identification. Thank you everyone.
P.S. Joan and Tom have the best caravan oven for apple strudel! Love that oven..."
Robyn Cashman
Families can be such bullies! I was perfectly happy with my little Olympus Superzoom 80G
NON_DIGITAL camera – oh, sure, I wasted rather a lot of film, owing to an excitable nature,
but so what! “You wouldn’t know yourself with a digital Mum, blah blah “on they went, and,
sure enough, Grenfell camp included another member of the Digital Revolution.
And guess what lovely bird was first to take advantage of my fumbling fingers. a Red capped
Robin, sitting so long on the fence I couldn’t fail – a great shot for the album.
We grew quite blasé about the Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters residing beside our tent, and the
flocks of darting, whizzing thornbills which arrived each afternoon. Another joy was the sight of
Diamond Firetails at Company’s Dam.
But an enduring memory will be of Joan and Tera, showered and dressing-gowned, like two
maharanis, braving the chilly night to share a morsel of Tricia’s wonderful damper!

Bird Interest Group Network report……………………………Chris Brandis
The biannual BIGnet meeting was held in
Canberra on the 5th and 6th of April at the
picturesque Botanic Gardens being hosted
by the active Canberra Ornithologists Group
and attended by some 12 NSW/ACT birding
groups and subgroups with the national
Birds Australia and Birds Observation and
Conservation Australia also present.
Discussions were held on how regional and
national birding organisations can better
focus on long term conservation of our birds
and their habitats. Some of the clubs
reported on the conservation issues in their
area, the actions being taken and progress
made, which raised the effectiveness of
networking with other organisations.
Dr Adrian Manning outlined a research
project being planned for the Mulligan’s
Flat/Goorooyarroo conservation areas and
funded by the Territory Government. On the

Sunday morning we birded the area and saw
preliminary predator proof fencing and the
return of fallen timber as well as some good
birds in the endangered open box woodland.
Lauren Van Dyke gave a presentation on the
ambitious Kosciuszko 2 Coast Project which
is trying to develop a natural corridor from
the mountains to the coast across the
Murrumbidgee, Molonglo and Shoalhaven
valleys for movement of wild life. The
property of Scottsdale was purchased and
being
revegetated
and
surrounding
properties are being encouraged to keep and
improve
existing
vegetation.
More
information is available on www.k2c.og.au
.
As we hosted the meeting in 2004 it is now
getting close to IBOC hosting again and
plans of where and how will need to be
thought of shortly.

Alexandra Circuit Track. Mittagong… 17 May 2008………………… Wal Emery
Eleven participants met at Lake Alexander
Reserve on a pleasant slightly overcast
morning. The reserve is a well maintained
area dominated by a sizeable lake and
bordered on two sides by forest. Quite a
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number of waterbirds were present on the
lake, some identifiable, and some hybridised
beyond recognition. A pleasing sight near
the carpark, was a pair of Rose Robins
flitting in and out of a pine tree: a good start

to the day. There was conjecture as to
whether or not they had a nest, as they kept
returning to the same spot but nothing was
confirmed.
After studying the map board, we set off
down the track, which bordered a gully lush
with tree ferns. From here we traversed a
small section of firetrail where we sighted
Yellow Robins and other small birds before
diverting to a walking track which led us
along the edge of another deep fern clad
gully with high sandstone outcrops on the far
side. Before long the air was filled with a
variety of birdcalls, parrots cockatoos,
whipbirds, shrike-thrush and many more,
enough to build a sizeable bird list. But alas,
we could record only one species, the
Superb Lyrebird, master of mimicry.
Reluctantly we left the impromptu concert
and continued along the track. To our
delight a Rockwarbler appeared, not on the
outcrop, but on the track ahead. A good
viewing was had by all..I think a first for
Trish. Always good to get a new sighting.
Morning tea was taken under a rock
overhang, after which we passed beneath the
expressway and descended a multitude of
steps, twisting and turning snakelike to the

Gibbergunyah Creek; a delightful spot spoilt
by the milky pollution of the water. By
contrast the tributory creek along which we
next walked was lovely and clean. Not
many birds were seen as we progressed
along the Upper Nattai River, but the wattles
dotted with Banksia spinulosa were breaking
into flower everywhere, creating a colourful
scene.
Suprising was the number of
waratahs along the walk, many with buds
swelling for an October flowering. Perhaps
the fire which swept through six years ago
germinated these healthy plants.
Under the expressway again and up a steep
climb past the Sixty Foot Falls. Just a
trickle, but I imagine well worth seeing after
rain. Out of the forest and a short walk
along the road passed some beautiful autumn
coloured trees took us back to the cars,
perfect timing as rain began to fall. A very
enjoyable walk amongst enjoyable company.
Hazel and I have not been active in the club
for a few years, and it was pleasing to find
that although many of the faces were new,
the same friendly atmosphere we have
enjoyed throughout the history of the club is
still present. Thanks must go to Betty for
her great effort in single handedly
reconnoitering the track and leading us on
the walk. Thanks Betty. Well done.

Bird Sightings (names and order according to the new C & B ’08 listing)
Australian Wood Duck
Northern Mallard
Pacific Black Duck
Hardhead
Australasian Grebe
Crested Pigeon
Little Pied Cormorant
Dusky Moorhen
Eurasian Coot
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo
Little Corella
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Australian King Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Fan-tailed Cuckoo

Azure Kingfisher
Laughing Kookaburra
Superb Lyrebird
White-throated Treecreeper
Satin Bowerbird
Rockwarbler
White-browed Scrubwren
Buff-rumped Thornbill
Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
Bell Miner
Red Wattlebird
Golden Whistler – E Race
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Grey Shrike-thrush
Olive-backed Oriole
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Rose Robin
Eastern Yellow Robin
Common Blackbird
Common Starling
Common Mynah
Red-browed Finch

Welcome to recent new member Dawn Smith : nice to have you join us
Walk on the Web A video of the Mt Alexandra walk (Sat 19 May 2008), shot by Bruce Coyte
is now on the IBOC website www.iboc.org.au Go to the 'Activities - Current' page and look in
the 'Monthly Outing' section for a link to the video. Turn up the sound and listen for the Rock
Warbler, Bell Miner & Lyrebird calls.
Bird Cinema - Bird Videos Sharing Site This site has recently been renovated and relaunched. Their mission is to create a community for bird enthusiasts and gather video of every
species on the planet. Birdcinema.com is looking for documentaries, educational videos, how-to
videos and other digital birding material. Go to www.birdcinema.com or the IBOC website and
'Contacts', 'Bird Links'. (Source 'Bird Notes' No66 March 2008).

October Camp 25th October to 1st November 2008 Wallaga Lake nr. Bermagui
The October 2008 camp will be at Regatta Point Holiday Park Wallaga Lake near Bermagui.
There are 9 cabins etc available as well as powered and unpowered sites. All accommodation has
lake views, with sites being on the lake edge.
All cabins etc have linen supplied for the double bed only.
Costs (per 2 persons inc discount) Studio Unit $65 per night (All Booked)
2 brm cottage $85 per night or $510 per week
2 brm cabin $80 per night or $480 per week.
Additional persons (cabins etc)
$15 per night or $90 per week
Powered sites $26 per night or $156 per week
Unpowered sites
$24 per night or $144 per week
Additional persons (sites)
$8.0 per night or $48 per week
A deposit is required to confirm bookings. All bookings direct to Regatta Point Holiday Park on
(02) 6493 4253. Ensure that you advise the Park that you are from IBOC so that you get the
group discount and are sited near everyone else.
Other Accommodation may be available at the following if Regatta Point is fully booked.
1
Ocean Lake Caravan Park (next door to Regatta Pt)
6493 4055
2
Wallaga Lake Park
(1km on main rd)
6493 4655
3
Motels etc contact Bermagui Visitors Information Centre 6493 3054 or 1800 645 808
(Bermagui is 4km)

May Meeting Reports
Peter Nolan doesn’t go in for high-tech
equipment, but brought along the real thing.
Out of his ice box came bodies of Brown,
Grey and White Goshawks. Peter loves
goshawks. ‘They are really smart!’ ‘They
can take on ducks and other birds up to twice
their own weight, and bring them down’.
Peter said that the White Goshawks can
camouflage themselves by flying with white
cockatoos, lulling their unsuspecting prey
before they swoop down on them.
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Former President Brian Hales spoke about
the Bird of the Month: his beloved puffins.
In spectacular fashion Brian flung open his
coat to reveal his Tee shirt emblazoned with
two puffins (suitably padded too!) Brian,
with slides, showed us the differences
between the Crested, Horned and Atlantic
Puffins. ‘Puffins,’ he said, ‘are not great
flyers, but are excellent swimmers and very
skillful at diving and catching fish.’

Martin Cocker talked about Bird
Identification and Fieldcraft. As a young
chap Martin learnt from members of the
Bristol Ornothological Club who taught him
to really look at birds, and at all their parts,
rather than rely on a general overall
impressions. It has stood him in good stead

ever since. He also learnt to keep notes and
notebooks and to come to trust his own
experience and identification skills rather
than always diving for a field guide. Martin
had several lists and hints to help with
identification and I trust we will see more of
them in the future.

MEMBER”S SIGHTINGS- MAY 2008

Compiled By Martin Cocker
especially along the coast. Past locations for
sightings are in areas with flowering
eucalypts such as Primbee Dunes, Bass
Point, Mt. Warrigal, Lake Heights and
Warrawong. So please keep a look out in
favourable locations and send in your
records.

An interesting month as we slide into winter!
Many birds are flocking and there have been
reported large congregations of several
species including such diversities as Little
Corella, White-faced Heron and White
Headed Pigeon.
The month’s sighting has to be of the
Wompoo Fruit-Dove seen at Thirroul by
Mike Morphett. Mike has been working a
regular patch for over twenty years and
consequently must have an intimate
knowledge of the birds in his area so it must
have been a heart stopping experience! The
other rarity must be the Pink Robin found by
Roger Truscott in his Bulli Garden. Our
Illawarra Handbook describes this species as
rare and nomadic and lists seven sightings
between 1981 and 1996.
As announced by Jill Molan at our last
meeting this time of the year is the annual
Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater survey
time. Swift Parrots are classified as a rare,
nomadic winter visitor that frequents open
eucalypt forest and Banksia woodlands
Species
White-headed Pigeon
Wompoo Fruit-Dove
Buller's Albatross
Striated Heron
Striated Heron

No.
14
1
1
1
1

Date
02-May-08
05-May-08
26-Apr-08
04-May-08
20-Apr-08

Nankeen Night Heron
Eastern Osprey
Eastern Osprey

1
1
1

24-Apr-08
27-Apr-08
18-May-08

The other regional news of note is that an
Osprey’s nest has been found on a mobile
phone tower in the Ulladulla area. This must
be the most southern breeding record for
NSW. Funny, but I have a hazy recollection
of a member suggesting a tower be provided
at Shoalhaven Heads to attract these birds, a
suggestion that was received with much
cynicism. Perhaps this idea has merit or we
contact the phone companies who may be
more “receptive” than the wildlife
authorities!! The Unusual/Interesting listing
for the month is below. Other records were
received from:
Lorraine Pincus, Alan
Lowis, Martin and Penny Potter, Anne
Cousins, Tera Wheway, and Jane Kinsella.
Many thanks to you all for your records.
Good Birding!!

Location
Jamberoo
Excelsior Mine Thirroul
Off Wollongong
Crooked River Gerroa
Little Lake, Barrack Pnt
Huskisson, Lady
Denman Reserve
Hayward's Bay
Hayward's Bay
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Habitat
Parkland
Forest
Pelagic
Estuarine
Estuarine
Estuarine
Estuarine
Estuarine

Observer
Betty Hudson
Mike Morphett
Graham Barwell
M & Penny Potter
Graham Barwell
Marnix
Zwankhuizen
Martin Cocker
Martin Cocker

Pacific Baza
Whistling Kite
Brown Goshawk
Grey Goshawk
Grey Goshawk
Swamp Harrier
Swamp Harrier
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Australian Hobby

3
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1

04-May-08
18-May-08
13-May-08
29-Apr-08
23-May-08
06-Apr-08
10-May-08
20-Apr-08
30-Mar-08

Bulli
Hayward's Bay
Tallowarra
Bellambi Dunes
Barren Gnds-Griffiths T
Croome Rd, Albion PR
Reed Park, Dapto
Hayward's Bay
Little Lake, Barrack Pnt

Rainforest
Estuarine
Bush/forest
Overhead
Heath/Forest
Bush
Sportsfield
overhead
Estuarine

Australian Hobby
Peregrine Falcon

1
1

08-Apr-08
23-May-08

Dapto
Barren Gnds-Griffiths T

Suburban
Heath/Forest

Grey-tailed Tattler
Grey-tailed Tattler
Musk Lorikeet
Shining BronzeCuckoo

3
1
1

24-Apr-08
06-Apr-08
09-May-08

Estuarine
Estuarine
Park

1

10-May-08

1

23-Apr-08

Crookhaven Heads
Little Lake, Barrack Pnt
University of Wollngng
Berry.( Possible NZ sub
species)
Hyam's Beach Jervis
Bay

Heath/Woodland

Bob Ashford
Marnix
Zwankhuizen

1

05-May-08

Excelsior Mine Thirroul

Forest

Mike Morphett

1

30-Mar-08

Parkland

1

25-Apr-08

1
Num.
Sevrl
Sevrl

25-Apr-08
23-May-08
15-Apr-08

Ldy Fuller Pk, Austinmr
Hyam's Beach Jervis
Bay
Hyam's Beach Jervis
Bay
Barren Gnds-Griffiths T
Barren Grounds

Heath/Woodland
Heath/Forest
Heath

Graham Barwell
Marnix
Zwankhuizen
Marnix
Zwankhuizen
Jill Molan
Chris Brandis

Barren Grounds
Balgownie (Dead
specimen)
Towradgi Park
Primbee Dunes

Heath

Chris Brandis

Parkland
Heath/Woodland

Jean Clarke
Jill Molan

Croome Rd, Albion PR
Thirroul
Ldy Fuller Pk, Austinmr
Bulli
Excelsior Mine Thirroul

Bush
Garden
Parkland
Garden
Forest

Graham Barwell
Mike Morphett
Graham Barwell
Roger Truscott
Mike Morphett

Eastern Bristlebird
Large-billed
Scrubwren
Large-billed
Scrubwren
Fuscous Honeyeater
Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater
Crescent Honeyeater
Crescent Honeyeater
White-cheeked
Honeyeater
Logrunner
Dusky Woodswallow
Spangled Drongo
Leaden Flycatcher
Rose Robin
Rose Robin
Pink Robin
Bassian Thrush

15-Apr-08
1
1
1

10-May-08
27-Mar-08
11-May-08

2
Imm
1M
1
1M
1

06-Apr-08
09-May-08
30-Mar-08
03-May-08
1, 2 May 08
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Garden

Heath/Woodland

Roger Truscott
Martin Cocker
Martin Cocker
Alan Cousins
Jill Molan
Graham Barwell
Bruce O’Brien
Martin Cocker
Graham Barwell
Bruce and Kelsey
O'Brien
Jill Molan
Marnix
Zwankhuizen
Graham Barwell
Jill Molan
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Dusky Moorhen

Photo Chris Chafer
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FORTHCOMING IBOC EVENTS July 2008
CLUB MEETING Monday 14th July 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall. Tiffany
Mason, NPWS Threatened Species Officer, will speak about the Regent Honeyeater Recovery
Program. Please remember to bring a plate of goodies to share and your cup for supper.
MID-WEEK WALK – Wednesday 16th July– Macquarrie Rivulet and Koona Bay.
Leaders Barbara and/or Brian Hale. Meet at 9 am at the Hale’s home, 32 Shearwater
Boulevarde, Albion Park Rail (4257 4431) You can park in the street or there is some extra
parking at the end of the street, not far beyond the Hale’s place.
MONTHLY OUTING –: Saturday 19th July 2008 Clover Hill Road, Macquarie Pass N.P.
Leader Betty Hudson. Meet at the car park at the start of Clover Hill Rd at 8.45am sharp.
To reach Clover Hill Road proceed approximately half way up Macquarie Pass, to where there is
a left turn at Clover Hill road. There is a large red & yellow RTA left turn road sign just before
the actual road. It is only a narrow gravel entrance. Please ensure that you fill your cars where
possible as there is only parking for 7 small cars or 6 large ones. Bring a carry morning tea and
lunch. This is an easy walk, through rainforest, along a firetrail that slowly ascends for approx
3km to the creek. We will be back to the cars by just after lunch.
COMMITTEE MEETING. The next Committee Meeting will be at 7.30pm on Tuesday 22nd
July at Sylvia and David Garlick’s home, 6A Lynn Street, Oak Flats. Phone 4257 9750. Club
members are always welcome to attend Committee meetings
AUGUST NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles and reports for the August IBOC News is
Thursday 24th July. Please send items to the editor, cashman5@bigpond.com or mail them to 5
Madden Street, Fernhill 2519

Review - Rainforest Birds of Australia’s "Wet Tropics"

Neil Wheway
Watching the DVD gave a wonderful insight to some of the birdlife of wet tropical Australia. It
gave living pictures of both male and female birds in their natural habitat, birds that are often
heard but not seen. Looking at field guides to identify birds is not always the most helpful
because colour is not always true to life. However DVD's colour and clarity make them an
excellent tool to help with bird identification. There is plenty of time to observe the birds with no
interrupting commentary watching food being eaten or nest building. Also shown is some of the
flora that the birds live amongst There are 2 DVD's in the set and the club is going to
purchase them for our library. So members can borrow and watch at their leisure.
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WOW! $2000
Mr
Jason
Welsh,
Branch Manager of the
IMB Fairy Meadow
Branch
at
the
presentation on Friday
13 June (lucky day for
us) to Penny Potter and
IBOC President Roger
Bogaert.
Penny’s
original request was
submitted in January,
with a full application
in March. The IMB
decided to give us
sponsorship
through
the Fairy Meadow
branch and it is
specifically to fund a
leaflet promoting bird
watching in the local area though it will be aimed at both local and national level. It will target the tourist
market rather than be about the club. Work on the brochure will take place over the next six months.
Special thanks both to IMB and to Penny

Welcome to new members, Anna and Tony Williams. Nice to have you join us
Wednesday Walk to Jerarra Dam, 11 th June
It was a good turn up with 25 members
coming to this well vegetated arboraream
amongst the dairy farms of the Jamberoo
area with Eastern Whipbirds calling in the
undergrowth and a Satin Bowerbird in the
tree overhead. It was a bit wet underfoot and
as we were away from the rainforest area
few precautions were taken for leeches, but a
few of us learned not to be so complacent.
There were not too many waterbirds on the
dam but numbers of Cattle Egrets,
Australian White and Straw-necked Ibis flew
over in small flocks. A track ‘up the hill to
no-where’ only turned up a couple of Barshouldered Doves. On the return Hazel heard
and found a Rose Robin and we later noticed
a very dead Australian Wood Duck that
appeared to be the remains of a raptor’s meal
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Chris Brandis
with the head, all the breast and some of the
innards gone, probably something as large as
a Peregrine Falcon
.
During morning coffee Tom trained a leech
to sit up and beg but was reluctant to take it
home, so it was left to wander off, much to
Joan’s relief. With many eyes and several
feeding parties of small birds and two
Goshawks overhead brought the bird list to
50 species, and although the sun did not
shine it stayed dry and allowed Charlie to
take some photos that showed details that
could not be seen by binoculars. As I had to
go to Nowra to sick-relieve one of our
workers a few others continued on to
Dunmore Lakes, but being winter no
cormorants were nesting.

Bird List (names and order according to the C&B ’08 listing)
Black Swan
Pacific Black Duck
Topknot Pigeon
Little Black Cormorant
White-faced Heron
Straw-necked Ibis
Grey Goshawk
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella
Superb Fairy-wren
Yellow Thornbill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Eastern Whipbird
Grey Butcherbird
Willie Wagtail
Rose Robin
Common Blackbird

Australian Wood Duck
Australasian Grebe
Darter
Australian Pelican
White-necked Heron
Black-shouldered Kite
Dusky Moorhen
Galah
Laughing Kookaburra
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Thornbill
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Golden Whistler
Australian Magpie
Australian Raven
Eastern Yellow Robin
Red-browed Finch

Chestnut Teal
Bar-shouldered Dove
Little Pied Cormorant
Cattle Egret
Australian White Ibis
Brown Goshawk
Eurasian Coot
Australian King Parrot
Satin Bowerbird
Brown Gerygone
Eastern Spinebill
Red Wattlebird
Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Fantail
Magpie Lark
Silvereye

Bird of the Month Tom Wylie gave us a description, accompanied by some delightful photos
of Little or more popularly known Fairy Penguins. New Zealand has three sub species of Little
Penguins, while we Australians make do with one. Little Penguins nest predominantly around
Tasmania and coastland Victoria, but some venture quite a way up the NSW coast. When we
lived at Balmain a couple of pairs used to nest in a breakwater at Cameron’s Cove in the inner
harbour, and the locals swore they could hear them chattering away.

Sunday Walk to Tallawara, 15 th June

Chris Brandis
Brown Quail were sighted scurrying through
the grass patches.

Despite the strong wind and the threat of
rain 21 members arrived for a walk around
the TRUenergy site at Tallawarra. We had
expectations of a good list of raptors and we
After morning tea in the shelter of a patch of
were not disappointed. We parked inside the
trees we moved to the track beside the Lake
ash pond 3 security gates and after a short
and continued through rather muddy
safety induction walked around the top of
conditions around the old ash ponds 1 and 2,
the bund wall. Small birds were keeping
but only adding a few more to the growing
their heads down in the windy conditions but
list of sightings, mainly of small birds. We
we had a Swamp Harrier, Whistling Kite,
finished the day having lunch in the Lake
White-bellied Sea-Eagle and an Eastern
Illawarra Authority shelters. A toilet block
Osprey to start the raptor list. When we
is needed here, but due to the problem of
arrived at the ash pond we were surprised to
vandals, this may not happen for a while yet.
find Pink-eared Duck amongst the good
Thanks to TRUenergy for allowing us onto
range of waterbirds even though the water
this site and with a total of 70 species
levels were high and along the bank on the
sighted we hope access to this wonderful
edge of the Haywards Bay site, a party of
place so close to home will continue.
Bird List (names and order according to the C&B ’08 listing)
Brown Quail
Australian Wood Duck
Grey Teal
Hardhead

Musk Duck
Pink-eared Duck
Chestnut Teal
Australasian Grebe
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Black Swan
Australian Shoveler
Pacific Black Duck
Hoary-headed Grebe

Spotted Dove
Darter
Australian Pelican
Australian White Ibis
Black-shouldered Kite
Swamp Harrier
Australian Hobby
Eurasian Coot
Masked Lapwing
Silver Gull
Eastern Rosella
Variegated Fairy-wren
Brown Thornbill
Noisy Miner
Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Fantail
Magpie-lark
Little Grassbird
Common Myna
European Goldfinch

Crested Pigeon
Little Pied Cormorant
Eastern Great Egret
Royal Spoonbill
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Little Eagle
Peregrine Falcon
Black-winged Stilt
Caspian Tern
Rainbow Lorikeet
Azure Kingfisher
White-browed Scrubwren
Spotted Pardalote
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Grey Butcherbird
Willie Wagtail
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Red-browed Finch

BIRDS and WARFARE

Bar-shouldered Dove
Little Black Cormorant
White-faced Heron
Eastern Osprey
Whistling Kite
Nankeen Kestrel
Purple Swamphen
Black-fronted Dotterel
Crested Tern
Crimson Rosella
Superb Fairy-wren
Yellow Thornbill
Eastern Spinebill
Golden Whistler
Australian Magpie
Australian Raven
Golden-headed Cisticola
Welcome Swallow
House Sparrow

Mike MORPHETT

Hushed is the shriek of hurtling shells: and hark!
Somewhere within that bit of deep blue sky –
Grand in his loneliness, his ecstasy,
His lyric wild and free carols a lark.

While attending the subdued Anzac Day dawn memorial
service at the Thirroul cenotaph, I was mindful of flocks of
screeching Sulphur-crested Cockatoos heading out into the
suburbs from their escarpment foothills roosts. And during the
I in the trench, he lost in the heaven afar,
days surrounding that occasion, I read A Bird in the Bush: A
I dream of Love, its ecstasy he sings;…
Social History of Birdwatching by Stephen Moss (Aurum Press
A song that touches in this place remote
2004). Based in London, the author traces the history and
Gladness supreme in its undying note…
development of the pastime of birdwatchers, once described by
’Tis strange that while you’re beating into life
Bernard Levin as ‘the incredible in pursuit of the inedible’,
Men here below are plunged in sanguine strife!
focusing mainly on both sides of the Atlantic. Two chapters he
From ‘A Lark Above the Trenches’
devotes to the First and Second World Wars, which had me
by Sgt Will (John William) Streets, 12th
thinking about the significance of birdlife in wartime and led
Battalion Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment
me to another interesting read: Birds and the War by another
(France 1916)
London writer, Hugh Stewart Gladstone
(Skeffington & Son Ltd 1919). This book, which can be downloaded from the net, is devoted entirely to
the Great War and considers the utility and economy of birds in the war as messengers, crop
protectors, and food; the suffering effects on birds in captivity and severe weather and of air-raids and
aircraft; the behaviour of birds in war zones; and the effects of war on birds in regard to migration and
change of habit and habitat. Accounts from war memoirs, poems and reports clearly indicate the value
birdlife gave to both those in armed combat and at home in practical, inspirational and spiritual terms.
Probably the foremost example of birds’ utility is the homing pigeon as a means of communicating vital
intelligence information. Back in 1871 in the Franco-Prussian War this species had been transported in
hot-air balloons past enemy lines into Paris during a four months siege. In WW1 they delivered messages
(‘colombograms’) for the military in pill box forts and command posts. To relieve boredom from sending
countless practice messages, an Australian battalion quipped: “In view of the shortage of paper, what
about crossing these birds with cockatoos and teaching them to deliver verbal messages?” In WW2 in
Germany there was a prohibition against keeping pigeons, which were killed and eaten. Many allied birds
were dropped behind enemy lines by parachute in an attempt to dodge German falcons. Several that
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delivered crucial intelligence for the elite M1-14 Secret Service were awarded the Dickin Medal (the VC
for animals) for their gallantry. They were similarly used by the Australian Corps of Signals Pigeon
Service in Papua New Guinea and other islands to help overcome the obstacles of rugged terrain and
humidity. In 1942 alone 135000 birds were donated by their owners. Sadly, quarantine laws prevented
their return after the war effort and the majority of birds had to be put down.

Pigeon to be released for a training session from basket at
HQ 1st Pigeon Section
– Aust. War Memorial
073819

An armed guard escorting natives carrying baskets of pigeons
through jungle during a patrol in Tsimba area, Bougainville Is.
- AWM 079122

To be continued

COONABARABRAN OR BUST! April 3-22, 2008
After two years trapped in the dense
undergrowth of Albion Park, the intrepid
explorers of 2527 set off for three weeks in the
Victorian Alps. However, the high road soon
became the “bye” road after the first night at a
roadside stop on the Numeralla River near
Cooma. Zero temperatures? Now that, our little
tent-trailer can withstand, but MINUS TWO
with a big rip in the canvas roof sent us scooting
north to warmer climes before we’d even
defrosted the binoculars. Nonetheless, some
sixteen bird species approached us at that spot
(for bodily warmth, I suspect) including the
Rufous Whistler and the White-eared
Honeyeater, bringing us to a grand total of 25 in
the first 24 hours of the trip. We always have a
guess as to how many species we’ll see in total
and after careful perusing of past totals from our
misadventures (she’s a great secretary!) divided
by days of trip, multiplied by days of current trip
(it’s a fatal combination being both a qualified
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Alison Foley

statistician and a birdwatcher – Dave, not me),
we came up with 115.
Back on the road, two days of the holiday gone,
we approached Sydney with a car stuffed full of
(now, useless) maps of Bright, Mt. Buffalo,
Beechworth, etc. We did consider spending the
second night at home but sensibly opted for
Bent’s (oops, hope I’ve got the apostrophe right)
Basin State Recreation Area near Warragamba
Dam, and an overnight stop became two at this
beautiful location. If you are into luxury
camping ($14/adult + $7 per car per night), it’s
cordon bleu! A balmy 4 degrees at night, hot
showers to help you come out of stasis, huge
grassy areas, picnic tables, firewood baskets (for
BBQs), fireplaces and of course, le Basin, for
water sports and Caley’s Lookout. The birds
were reasonably classy too – Double-barred
Finches and the unforgettable Azure Kingfisher
in flight low over water, its back so richly

purple, it should be fringed with ermine; a
Wonga Pigeon plumping about on the lakeshore
and the White-winged Chough gangs,
gatecrashing campsites in turn, headed by Tough
Chough and his sidekick, Rough Chough. Right,
that’s enough chough.
After a brainstorm as to our next move, there
were two votes in favour of Smoky Cape in Hat
Head National Park near Kempsey with a night
at Myall Lakes National Park on the way, and
two abstentions from those more interested in
how much water a sock can hold if you jump in
puddles or how far a small pebble can be pushed
up a nose which is only two years old.
Neranie (Little Lake) Campground at Myall
Lakes NP was disastrous for us. We arrived late
in pouring rain and rushed to set up the trailer
and cook an evening meal before dark, ripping
the canvas further in our haste. We cooked in the
pouring rain, ate in semi-darkness, two fractious
children got soaking wet from running around
but, as we wrestled them into their straightjackets, I mean sleeping-bags, the rain stopped.
We got out the soggy wine cask and sat on our
damp camp-chairs breathing a deep sigh of
relief. A second later, a cloud of mosquitos
enveloped us. So, we got the Rid out, sprayed
ourselves from head to toe and sat down, picking
up the wine mug for a first sip. Then it seriously
started to rain. The Scaly-breasted Lorikeet has
obviously developed gills to cope with this as it
was the only species we saw there.
Next morning, off to Hat Head NP as fast as
wellies could trot, in particular, to a little haven
we know which guaranteed us sightings of
Brahminy Kite, osprey and Crested Tern and
possibly White-cheeked Honeyeater, which
Dave had seen for the first time when we were
there six months ago. I had yet to see His
Cheekiness. But when we got to paradise, rain
stopped play for five days straight and with no
sign of easing up, we had to take shelter in an
apartment in South West Rocks for 24 hours to
dry out. We spent the time glued to Austar’s
weather channel looking for those funny yellow
circles with the flames leaping out (what did
they call that phenomenon again?). Still, it gave
us the chance to go fishing for the first time as a
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family, an experience which lasted only ten
minutes for two reasons: Keira’s apprehension
(despite our reassurance) about “getting a bite”
and Tess eating all our bait (3 slices of white
bread). However, we had some great views of
Striated Heron, Brown Honeyeater and best of
all for me, ol’ white cheeks. Boy, this is another
bird that illustrations can’t do justice to. I
always thought it looked much like a New
Holland but that white splash spills over from
cheek to shoulder à la Veronica Lake.
So, the forecast said “go west, young fam” and
we crossed the Great Dividing Range on the
Oxley Highway, the forests drily pinging with
those ventriloquial Bell Miners, heading for the
un-personally-charted
territory
of
Coonabarabran and the Warrumbungles. At an
overnight stop in Bendemeer on the way, sitting
post-prandially in the dark, heavy flapping close
by betrayed a Tawny Frogmouth caught in the
Dolphin’s spotlight as he perched on a low
branch right over the picnic table, giving us upclose-and -personal views. A lovely moment though he may not have shared our delight.

The highlight of the trip was five days in
Warrumbungle NP. The most enormous rooscattered camping area was the amphitheatre for
a host of beautiful birds to delight us with their
calls and colour, as the Breadknife and other
volcanic fingers of rock pointed our attention
upwards to the skies. A Black-shouldered Kite
nailed to a fixed point in the fiery air of a
spectacular sunset; a Pacific Heron - metres from
me – gobbling up tadpoles (or “deadpoles” as
Keira called them more appropriately) from the
shrinking pools of a dry creek bed; six
kookaburras at twilight, flying in and huddling
close on a branch overhanging our campfire in
the hope of fallout from dinner; the defining
moment of the holiday from a birding point of
view, a pair of sticky-beak (pardon le pun)
Turquoise Parrots whom I’d swear flew down to
near the track to check us out. Actually that
moment is a story in itself featuring Speckled
Warblers, White-throated Treecreepers and
Striated Pardalotes. And there were so many
other glorious moments unrelated to birds, (if
you can believe that!). On the night we arrived,

the first tree we spotlighted revealed a koala
wedged in its fork and another occasion yielded
a “sugar-coated glider”; a discovery night in the
astronomical capital of Australia, hugging portmug for warmth, with only eyes visible from
woolly swaddling, revealed the jewels of the
heavens to us – Saturn’s rings, the horse-head
nebula and the craters of the moon, seeming
close enough to walk on.
North to Narrabri and Mt. Kaputar NP, and a
stop-off at the melted-Gruyere-like Sandstone
Caves revealed a Striped Honeyeater, though the

Regent had abdicated. We chased the latter back
through Munghorn Gap NR near Mudgee, the
highlight of which was a sign for what is usually
unimaginatively called “Horse Poo”, but some
creative thinker had delightfully advertised it as
“Clip-Clop Plop”! A last ditched attempt for an
audience with His Regentship near his fortress in
Capertee Valley at Glen Davis but to no avail, so
we headed for home, the last bird on the list
being a Yellow-billed Spoonbill, bringing our
total to…….115!!!! Now, seeing the Regent
Honeyeater would’ve spoilt that, right?

Bird List (names and order according to the C&B ’08 listing)
Emu
Black Swan
Wood Duck
Northern Mallard
Pacific Black Duck
Australasian Grebe
Rock Dove
Spotted Dove
Common Bronzewing
Crested Pigeon
Peaceful Dove
Wonga Pigeon
Tawny Frogmouth
Darter
Little Pied Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Australian Pelican
White-necked Heron
Eastern Great Egret
Cattle Egret
Striated Heron
White-faced Heron
White Ibis
Straw-necked Ibis
Yellow-billed Spoonbill
Eastern Osprey
Tawny Frogmouth
Darter

Black-shouldered Kite
White-bellied Sea-eagle
Whistling Kite
Brahminy Kite
Black Kite
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Nankeen Kestrel
Australian Hobby
Buff-banded Rail
Dusky Moorhen
Eurasian Coot
Masked Lapwing
Crested Tern
Silver Gull
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Galah
Little Corella
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet
Scaly -breasted Lorikeet
Australian King-Parrot
Red-winged Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Red-rumped Parrot
Turquoise Parrot
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Azure Kingfisher
Laughing Kookaburra

Nightjar
One day in June this year I was at Boondah
wetlands in Brisbane about 8.15am when I
saw a nightjar perched about 4 metres above
ground lengthways along a horizontal bare
branch of a dead sapling. The sapling was in
the midst of some casuarina saplings just
behind the mangroves along the edge of the
creek, with a few eucalypts. It was side-on to
my position, so I had an uninterupted view
of it. It was in a cryptic posture with wings
drooped, neck extended and eyes closed into
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White-throated Treecreeper
Brown Treecreeper
Spotted Bowerbird
Variegated Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Speckled Warbler*
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
Buff-rumped Thornbill*
Inland Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin's Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater
White-plumed Honeyeater
Bell Miner
Noisy Miner
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
Little Wattlebird
Red Wattlebird
Brown Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
White-cheeked Honeyeater
White-naped Honeyeater
Blue-faced Honeyeater
Noisy Friarbird
Striped Honeyeater

Grey-crowned Babbler
White-browed Babbler
Varied Sittella Orange Winged
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
White-bellied Cuckoo-Shrike
Rufous Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Olive-backed Oriole
Grey Butcherbird
Pied Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-Lark
White-winged Chough
Apostlebird
Jacky Winter
Scarlet Robin
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Common Blackbird
Common Starling
Common Mynah
Mistletoebird
Double-barred Finch
Red-browed Finch

Jill Molan
a slit. I identified it as a White-throated
Nightjar from it's field marks but I guess it
couldn't really have been anything else.
It didn't move during the 40 minutes or so
that I watched it although I made myself as
inconspicuous as possible in the hope that it
would relax. I returned about 11am with a
volunteer guide from the wetland centre.
While we were watching it, a Grey Shrikethrush approached the nightjar, first landing

on another dead branch, then approaching in
a series of small hops until it positioned
itself on the same branch about 8 inches
behind the bird's tail. After a couple of
minutes (while we waited with bated breath),
the GST hopped forward and seemed to peck
the nightjar on the tail.
Although the nightjar hadn't moved a feather
up to this point, it immediately twisted it's
body toward the GST, without moving its
feet, so that it was fully face-on to us. Both
wings were opened fully and lifted up and
out, making it look huge. The head went
back and the bill opened widely. As the neck
extended, the white patches of feathers on
the side of the throat stood out noticeably

further than the surrounding dark feathers
which seemed to fold back flat against the
neck. This gave the distinct impression of a
ruff of the Elizabethan type (although it
didn't go all the way around of course). The
whole display was so startling that I honestly
can't say whether any sound was made or
not, but I think there was some sort of noise
that accompanied it.
The GST was also startled because it
skedaddled quick smart to another tree and
didn't go back again during the time we
stayed, another 10 minutes or so - although it
stayed in the area. The nightjar held the
position for maybe a full minute then settled
back to its previous posture.

A Question from the ABC1’s Einstein Factor Quiz: ‘Which bird can imitate human speech
better than parrots? Is it the Godwit, the Goosande, or the Grackle? (spelling ? ) (Answer p10)
MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS-JUNE 2008
Shortly after complaining about the cold
weather that had kept you all indoors and
resulted in a paucity of records, at the
eleventh hour I was deluged with emails that
have tied me to the computer, Such is a
Records Officers life! However thank you
for all the contributions to our data base.
The Masked Booby seen by Josh and Bruce
Coyte as they emerged from the surf at
Minnamurra Beach reminded them of their
recent sightings at Lord Howe and is a new
bird for the area probably blown by the
recent gales. Not listed are several sightings
of Shoveller that is classified in our area as
uncommon and nomadic. Several pairs were
on the freshwater lake at Griffins Bay on
Lake Illawarra a new sighting for me at this
local patch and they have also been present
at Fred Finch park and Lake Tallawarra.
The latter venue also had several Pink-eared
Duck for the IBOC monthly walk.

Compiled by Martin Cocker
In the Bega area there has been a sighting,
with photo, recorded on Birding-Aus of a
Pied Heron a species that is normally located
in the Top End with casual sightings as far
south as Roma and the Macquarie Marshes.
Wings are a wonderful invention which
shows that anything can turn up anywhere!
Chris Chafer recently commented upon the
finding of a dead Logrunner reported last
month. Chris has pointed out that there have
been no sightings for quite some time and as
the Illawarra population is so isolated then it
would be worthwhile to do a targeted survey
along the escarpment rainforest. With this in
mind can you dig out all the sightings of this
species that you have in your records so I
can compile a list of target sights. I will then
coordinate teams of people to visit these
areas over a few weekends so please contact
me if you would like to participate.
Below is the Unusual/Interesting listing for
the month. Other records were received
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from: Betty Hudson, Jill Molan, Tom Wylie,
Richard Fackender, Roger Bogaert and
Species
Brush-turkey
Bar-Shouldered Dove
Bar-Shouldered Dove
Tawny Frogmouth
Tawny Frogmouth
Tawny Frogmouth
Buller's Albatross
Masked Booby
Black Bittern
Striated Heron
Striated Heron
Striated Heron
Eastern Osprey
Eastern Osprey
Whistling Kite

No.
1
2
Many
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1

Date
23-May-08
31-May-08
01-Jun-08
01-Jun-08
01-Jun-08
13-Jun-08
24-May-08
06-Jun-08
17-May-08
29-May-08
04-Jun-08
25-Aug-09
01-Jun-08
08-Jun-08
08-Jun-08

Brown Goshawk
Brown Goshawk
Brown Goshawk
Grey Goshawk
Grey Goshawk
Swamp Harrier
Hobby
Brown Skua
Major Mitchell's Cockatoo
Superb Parrot

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
5
1
1

June 08
16-May-08
01-Jun-08
14-May-08
11-Jun-08
08-Jun-08
08-Jun-08
24-May-08
03-Jun-08
15-May-08

Azure Kingfisher
Southern Emu-wren

1
10+

30-Apr-08
04-May-08

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater

many

24-May-08

Bell Miner
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater
White-cheeked Honeyeater
Brown-headed Honeyeater
White-bellied
Cuckooshrike
Figbird
Leaden Flycatcher
Rose Robin
Beautiful Firetail

many
20+
2
1

24-May-08
04-May-08
04-May-08
04-May-08

2
3+
1
1
1

24-May-08
18-Jun-08
06-Mar-08
05-Jun-08
04-May-08

Lorraine Pincus. Many thanks to you all for
your
records.
Good
Birding!
Location
Mt. Kembla Ring Track
East Corrimal
Windang
Dapto
Blackbutt Reserve
Thirroul
Off Wollongong
Minnamurra Beach
Gwynneville
Fed Finch Park
Fred Finch Park
Little Bay
Haywards Bay
Haywards Bay
Haywards Bay
Thirroul
Garden
inspecting aviary birds
Bellambi Lagoon
Haywards Bay
Kanahooka Point
Yallah
Haywards Bay
Haywards Bay
Off Wollongong
Albion Park
Balgownie
Mullet
Creek,
Kanahooka
Maddens Plains
Pot Holes Crossing,
Bargo River
Pot Holes Crossing,
Bargo River
Maddens Plains
Maddens Plains
Maddens Plains
Pot Holes Crossing,
Bargo River
UOW Campus
Windang
Balgownie
Maddens Plains

The Common Grackle !
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Habitat
Rainforest
Scrub
scrub
Urban
Parkland
suburban
Pelagic
Seaside
Creek side
Tidal Creek
Tidal Creek
Estuarine
Overhead
Overhead
Overhead

Observer
Wal Emery
David Winterbottom
David Winterbottom
Tera Wheway
Chris Brandis
Mike Morphett
Graham Barwell
Bruce Coyte
David Winterbottom
David Winterbottom
David Winterbottom
Martin Cocker
Martin Cocker
Martin Cocker
Martin Cocker

garden
Overhead
Overhead
overhead
rural
Overhead
Overhead
Pelagic
overhead
garden

Mike Morphett
Graham Barwell
Martin Cocker
Richard Fackender
Martin Cocker
Martin Cocker
Martin Cocker
Graham Barwell
Bruce Coyte
Terry Edwell

estuarine
Bush

Richard Fackender
Graham Barwell

Bush

Graham Barwell

Bush
Bush
Bush
Bush

Graham Barwell
Graham Barwell
Graham Barwell
Graham Barwell
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FORTHCOMING IBOC EVENTS August 2008
CLUB MEETING Monday 11th August 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall. Records
Officer, Martin Cocker, will speak about Australian Shore Birds. Please remember to bring a
plate of goodies to share and your cup for supper.
MID-WEEK WALK – Wednesday 13th August– Primbee Dunes. Leaders Joan and Tom
Wylie. Meet at 9 am at the small parking area near the Southern end of the Port Kembla Golf
Course, off Windang Road, near the radio towers. This is a gentle dunes walk.
MONTHLY OUTING – Sunday 17th August 2008 Bangadilly NP, Canyonleigh. Leader
Betty Hudson.
Meet at the layby immediately after Hoddles Cross Roads (where the Illawarra Hwy joins the
Hume Hwy. Proceed over the bridge to the layby) at 8.30am. From here we will drive another
22km to the western end of the park and walk to the summit of Mt Penang. This is an easy walk
along fire trails, except for the last ¼ km scramble up to the summit. We will return the same
way. On the return trip we will visit the eastern section of the park for an easy walk along a level
fire trail. Bring a carry morning tea. Lunch will be at the cars. We aim to finish about 2.30pm.
COMMITTEE MEETING. The next Committee Meeting will be at 7.30pm on Tuesday 19th
August at Sylvia and David Garlick’s home, 6A Lynn Street, Oak Flats. Phone 4257 9750. Club
members are always welcome to attend Committee meetings
September NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles and reports for the September IBOC News is
Friday 22nd August. Please send items to the editor, cashman5@bigpond.com or mail them to 5
Madden Street, Fernhill 2519

Regent Honeyeater Talk
Tiffany Mason, Threatened Species Officer
at the Department of Environment &
Climate Change in Bathurst, is managing the
Regent Honeyeater Recovery Project.
Tiffany gave a fascinating talk with many
illustrations through photos, diagrams and
graphs. She described the ecology of the
Regent Honeyeater, and the reasons it is
endangerd. The Regent Honeyeater is
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Jill Molan
nationally endangered through habitat
fragmentation and loss, and the Recovery
Project aims to reduce fragmentation of
habitat through twice yearly planting days in
the Capertee Valley, one of the main
strongholds of the species. The Capertee
Valley is located on the western side of the
ranges, north of Lithgow. The outcomes of
the planting will be long term. In addition, a

captive breeding program has recently been
movements. Tiffany also described the
commenced, and earlier this year a number
species' feeding habits, seasonal movements
of captive bred Regent honeyeaters were
and other species that are commonly
released into Chiltern forest in northern
confused with the Regent Honeyeater,
Victoria, one of the other strongholds for the
pointing out the identification features to
species. Radio tracking devices were
look for.An article on the Regent Honeyeater
attached to the birds and volunteers have
will be published in a later newsletter.
been out assisting in daily tracking of their
Members who would like to participate in the tree planting on 16-17 August can contact Tiffany:
Regent Honeyeater Recovery Project
Next treeplanting Capertee Valley - 16th and 17th August 2008
To register and arrange accommodation, contact Tiffany Mason
Tiffany.Mason@cma.nsw.gov.au Tel: (02) 6332 7640 Fax: (02) 6332 7650

Adventure Birds and Volunteers
Anzac Day 2008 - IBOC members Jack
Baker and Jean Clarke with Rover and
Digger the 49th and 50th Eastern Bristlebirds
to be caught for translocation.
With much encouragement and support from
23 volunteers, Jack and Jean have completed
the project to translocate 50 Eastern
Bristlebirds from Barren Grounds Nature
Reserve north to the Sydney Catchment Area
in the Cataract catchment. Outstanding
among the volunteers were Chris Brandis
and Norma Burke from IBOC together with
Laura Raynor (student from the Australian
Catholic University, Sydney) and Andrew
Ley (Birds Australia, Armidale). Our
President Roger Bogart spent one day with
us and, although the weather was glorious,
the Bristlebirds refused to cooperate that day.
Kelsey and Bruce O’Brien also turned up
one rainy day to experience the frustrations
of not catching Bristlebirds.
Altogether, 75 days worth of extra volunteer
help went towards making this project a
success. The project was managed by Jack as
a DECC employee in a voluntary capacity
during his long-service leave. DECC
provided lots of other support including a
4WD vehicle and seven employees
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Jack Baker
undertaking various support jobs. The
University of Wollongong provided logistic
support for the project. Professor Rob
Whelan was the principal collaborator. Jean
was employed as an expert trapper and she
also
coordinated
the
University’s
involvement. Three casual employees were
used as couriers to transport and release the
birds using a University 4WD vehicle.
It was an arduous 56 days with only four
days off, 22 days without a Bristlebird in the
bag – although they were always there
taunting us, working in the rain and wind and
cold, a lot of foot-slogging, Tiger and Redbellied Black Snakes to extract from the nets,
rampaging Potoroos destroying our nets,
ravinous leeches and ticks, the rising damp
in the old rangers’ residence … Ah, but
looking back, it was great fun. There was
also a sense of privilege both in working to
save a threatened species and to have so
much willing help from so many other
concerned conservationists. See the box for
more info on the Eastern Bristlebird.
It may take you a little longer now to spy a
Bristlebird at Barren Grounds but hopefully
this project will give the species a better
chance of survival for many years to come.

Jean Clarke with Jack Baker, and Eastern Bristlebirds-‘Rover and Digger’ Photo Ford Kristo

Macquarie Rivulet and Koona Bay Walk

Wednesday, 16 July 2008

Bird Sightings
Black Swan
Australian Wood Duck
Grey Teal
Chestnut Teal
Pacific Black Duck
Spotted Dove
Crested Pigeon
Australian Darter
Little Pied Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Australian Pelican
White-necked Heron
Eastern Great Egret
White-faced Heron
Australian White Ibis
Straw-necked Ibis
Eastern Osprey
Purple Swamphen
Dusky Moorhen

Black-winged Stilt
Masked Lapwing
Silver Gull
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet
Eastern Rosella
Laughing Kookaburra
Superb Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Yellow Thornbill
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Lewin's Honeyeater
White-plumed Honeyeater
Little Wattlebird
Red Wattlebird
New Holland Honeyeater
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Golden Whistler - E Race
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Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Rose Robin
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Common Starling
Common Mynah
Red-browed Finch
House Sparrow
European Goldfinch

Macquarie Pass National Park Walk
Eleven very cold people walked along the
track in the shade of the trees: no sun in
sight. High in the tallest trees some birds
moved about, but too fast for us to identify
them. Growing along the track were ferns
and bright yellow flowers of Hibbertia. Some
mounds had been worked over by lyrebirds
earlier in the morning.
White-throated Treecreepers were sighted,
followed by Brown Thornbills, Lewin’s
Honeyeaters and a Wedge-tailed Eagle. In
the tall trees by the old bridge was a Grey
Shrike-thrush. Superb Lyrebirds called from
deep in the understorey.
We stopped for morning tea at a grassy
clearing: beautiful sunshine and great views
to the coast. Nearby, at the edge of the
clearing was an interesting derelict stone
cottage. After photos were taken we moved
on to the Rainbow Falls. Very pretty, the

Sylvia Garlick
water was crystal clear tumbling down into
pools large and small, before disappearing
behind the rocks and making its way to the
Macquarie Rivulet. Lunch was at the old
picnic grounds with nice sunshine and two
Grey Fantails.
In the turpentine forest we found several
stumps in which we saw the notches that
tree-fellers had used when cutting down trees
for timber. No birds in this area. On the
walk back to the cars were two Yellow
Robins and two Yellow-throated Scrubwrens
searching for food on the track. This was a
great opportunity for a close-up look, and the
scrubwren was a first sighting for some of
us. Unfortunately, not all of us saw a male
Satin Bowerbird: perhaps next time! All told
23 bird species were seen. Around two
o’clock we packed up and headed for home
after another pleasant walk. Thanks Betty!

Bird List for Macquarie Pass NP Walk 19.07.08
Brown Cuckoo-Dove
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Laughing Kookaburra
Superb Lyrebird
White-throated Treecreeper
Satin Bowerbird
Superb Fairy-wren
Varigated Fairy-wren

Yellow-throated Scrubwren
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Gerygone
Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Lewin's Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Eastern Whipbird

Crested Shrike-tit
Golden Whistler - E Race
Grey Shrike-thrush
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Eastern Yellow Robin
Red-browed Finch

Note re Ben Hall
At the Grenfell Camp several campers
ridicule on them, rather than through
visited Ben Hall’s Cave in the Weddin
bloodshed. Hall never killed anyone but the
Mountains
remarkably bloodless reign of his gang
“The bushranger Ben Hall (1837-1865) had a
ended when Johnny Gilbert shot and killed
‘run’ (squatter property) called Cubbin Bin
Sergeant Parry near Jugiong in November
on Sandy Creek in the Weddin Mountains.
1864. Hall’s enemy, the police commander,
When police persecution drove him from his
Sir Frederick Pottinger died, allegedly of an
settled life there, he began his depredations
accident while cleaning his pistol, while en
with the stated object of destroying the
route to Sydney to face charges of cowardice
power of the police by bringing popular
in pursuing the bushrangers.
Les A Murray The Venacular Republic. Poems 1961 – 1981
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Club Website
The traffic to the Club’s website site is
increasing. In May 2008 the website had
more than 400 visitors. Although some of
these ‘callers’ are automated search engines,
indications are more people are having a
look at us.
On the site, members can check coming
activities (when you can’t find the

Chris. Cartledge
Newsletter) as well as additional information
on Camps etc. Previous IBOC Newsletters
are archived on the site.
Recently, 'Members Monthly Sightings' as
produced by Martin Cocker has been added.
Go to 'Member Services', 'Sightings'. Also
worth a look are the new links to 'Bird
Cinema' and 'Birdway' sites.

The Human Nature of Birds, Theodore X Barber (1999) reviewed by Penny Potter
This book has kindly been donated to the
library by a club member. It sets out to prove
that birds are in many ways as intelligent and
feeling as humans are, and that they are not
simply creatures of instinct with no
consciousness beyond their own need for
preservation. The author argues that birds are
intelligent beings capable of flexible thought
and discusses different types of intelligence,
some of which are found in both humans and
birds, including musical, social and practical.
He feels that although humans are better at
symbol using (eg writing) and tool making,
we are not necessarily superior in other kinds
of intelligence or alone in possessing such
qualities as the ability to feel the feelings of
others or in experiencing joy and grief.
Written in 1937, the author was trying to
raise people’s awareness of the “human
qualities” of birds and other animals, at the

same time raising awareness of human
destruction of the earth’s flora and fauna.
The author had a long career as a
behavioural scientist and at first glace the
book may seem daunting because of its
academic flavour. If you persevere you’ll
find it’s packed with examples of birds
demonstrating both their intelligence and
their ability to cope with changing life needs.
It includes numerous examples of
communication between humans and birds,
and later in the book between humans and
signing apes. I’m sure many of us these days
would agree with the author but whether you
do or not it does make interesting reading. If
you don’t want to read the whole book,
Chapter 8 on personal friendships between
humans and birds is fascinating, particularly
the touching story of Blue Bird a male
parakeet.

THE PLIGHT OF
THE PELICANS…
Pelicans and other seabirds are frequently injured by accidental hooking. The hooks do not
simply rust away, and fishing line can sever limbs and wings. If left unattended, these injuries can
cause infection, gangrene/loss of limbs and a slow, painful death.
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If you’d like to learn how to rescue these beautiful big birds and become a member of
Australian Seabird Rescue, or just learn more about pelicans and other seabirds, you are invited
to attend Australian Seabird Rescue’s PELICAN & SEABIRD RESCUE WORKSHOP on
Saturday 23 August 9am to 4.30pm at the Illawarra Yacht Club, 1 Northcliffe Drive,
Warrawaong. Cost $30, includes Manual, lunch and M & A teas. Topics covered include
 Understanding pelicans, recognising/locating injured pelicans, handling, first-aid.
 Capture techniques for pelicans that can still fly (and any bird that can be lured).
 Seabird handling and first-aid; and rehabilitation issues for pelicans and seabirds.
Note: You will not be required to leap into the water on to a pelican!
Contact Julie to register Phone: 0431 282 238 •Email: julieclarke.ica@bigpond.com

Migrating Birds

Reuters News Release 25.9.2007

Migrating Birds may ‘see’ the Earth’s magnetic field.
Migrating birds, it seems may ‘see’ the
Oldenburg in Germany has started to unravel
Earth’s magnetic field which they use as a
the mechanism at a neuroanatomical level –
compass to guide them around the globe.
and it shows that the eye is the key.
Specialized neurons in the eye, sensitive to
magnetic direction, have been shown for the
Magnetic sensing molecules in the eye,
first time to connect via a specific brain
known as cryptochromes, appear to stimulate
pathway to an area in the forebrain of birds
photo-receptors depending on the orientation
responsible for vision.
of the magnetic field. This strongly suggests
that birds perceive the magnetic field as a
Scientists have known for many years, from
visual pattern. ‘It is a pity that we cannot ask
behavioural experiments, that birds use an
them, but what we imagine is that it is like a
internal compass to navigate on their epic
shadow or a light spot on the normal vision
journeys. But exactly how the system works
of the bird,’ Heyers said. The German team
has been a mystery. Now work by Dominic
based their research on laboratory studies of
Heyers and colleagues at the University of
the garden warbler, a highly migratory bird

BIRDS and WARFARE

Mike MORPHETT

Continued from the July IBOC News
Through their behaviour other avian species have
effectively served as a warning sign against
danger in the air, on and in the ground, and at
sea, but with some exceptions. Pheasants crowed
some 15 to 30 minutes prior to zeppelin raids;
wild birds and canaries helped in the detection of
poisonous gas; and seagulls revealed the
presence of floating mines and the protruding
periscope of submarines. Confusion caused
soldiers to dive for cover in the Great War when
starlings mimicked the three shrill whistle blasts
given to warn of approaching enemy aircraft. In
the ‘Battle of Barking Creek’ late in 1939
formation enemy aircraft was thought to be
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detected by radar over the Thames Estuary,
which turned out to be a flock of geese in flight,
but not before two defending fighter squadrons
attacked each other. Parrots were kept at the
Eiffel Tower to announce enemy approach until
they became unreliable when unable to
discriminate between French and German
aircraft.
In the Great War farmers viewed pheasants with
some ambivalence: such birds were useful as an
insect-killer, but harmful as a grain-eater. The
problem of the proliferation of insects and
vermin in the trenches was eased by some birds.

Even when the guns were active, by day kestrels
caught mice, and swallows and martins circled
closely to take advantage of insects disturbed by
the troops, whilst at night brown and little owls
hawked mice and rats. Gladstone suggested that,
although bird casualties must have been heavy,
their dead bodies were seldom seen as they
would have been quickly eaten by the
“numberless armies of vermin which swarmed
the country”.

by the disturbance of fish, gulls were killed by
shell-fire. Many wild birds, insectivorous ones in
particular, perished during the successively
severe winters, which brought about further food
shortages. Fines could be imposed for feeding
birds. In such conditions it was hard to keep
birds in captivity, including zoos. Consequently,
birds became a food source: in London smoked
seagull was added to the diet. In response to the
sale of certain song-birds for food in English
shops, Ralph Hodgson wrote the poem ‘Stupidity
Street’, which appeared in the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds 1918 Annual Report.
During and after WW2 muttonbirds (short-tailed
shearwaters) were canned and sold as squib in
aspic; their feathers and down were used to make
pillows and quilts and stomach oil for medical
products.

Besides human suffering, birds were adversely
affected too. In WW1 there were accounts of
mixed responses of some species to approaching
aircraft: curiously pursuing them or becoming
terrified, mistaking them for huge raptors.
Seabirds were disabled by oil spill from the
sinking of oil-carrying/using vessels. Attracted
Stupidity Street

Birds in the Trenches

I saw with open eyes
Singing-birds sweet
Sold in the shops
For people to eat:
Sold in the shops of
Stupidity Street.

Ye fearless birds that live and fly where men
Can venture not and live, that even build
Your nests where oft the searching shrapnel shrilled
And conflict rattled like a serpent, when
The hot guns thundered further, and from his den
The little machine-gun spat, and men fell piled
In long-swept lines, as when a scythe has thrilled,
And tall corn tumbled ne’er to rise again.

I saw in a vision
The worm in the wheat,
And in the shops nothing
For the people to eat:
Nothing for sale in
Stupidity Street

Ye slight ambassadors twixt foe and foe,
Small parleyers of peace where no peace is,
Sweet disregarders of man’s miseries
And his most murderous methods, winging slow
About your perilous nests – we thank you, so
Unconscious of sweet domesticities.

- Ralph Hodgson (1871-1962)

- (Harry) Willoughby Weaving (1885-1977)

Despite the hardships brought about by the two
wars, it seems from eye-witness accounts that
birds in general displayed remarkable resilience
and adaptation, at times to the point of
indifference amid the din of battle, as shown in
the above lines written by (Harry) Willoughby
Weaving while serving in the Royal Irish Rifles.
Some swallows took to nest-building in billets,
using shell-holes for access and mud gathered
from old shell-holes and canal banks, whilst
others used caves and trees when buildings were
levelled. Magpies settled for small trees where
large ones had been felled, and woodpeckers
moved out to more timbered areas. Chaffinches
nested in barbed-wire entanglements in lieu of
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briars. A blackbird was reported to have nested
with four eggs on a siege gun that was in daily
action on the front; a robin nested in a dugout,
having been seen perching on a French soldier’s
bayonet; and song thrushes took up residence in
a tree close to a large artillery gun.
As shown in the introductory poem, the presence
and behaviour of birds gave much relief,
diversion and comfort to their observers, be they
in the corridors of power, combat or captivity or
when confined by curfew. Among statesmen
who were keen ornithologists were Sir Edward
Grey, British Foreign Secretary and author of a
best-selling book, The Charm of Birds; he shared

his interest with American President Theodore
Roosevelt. Similarly, birds promoted relations
between Field Marshall Lord Alanbrooke and
General Eisenhower. In the field of combat, the
skylark was welcomed for its singing above noman’s-land, as was the nightingale during
London air-raids at night. Fighting over in Italy
in 1944, rifleman Alex Bowlby became aware of
the perfection of a nightingale’s song and its
affirmation: “And as if showing us and the
Germans that there were better things to do it
opened up until the whole valley rang with
song”. Twenty-seven years earlier on, a frontline soldier, J.C. Faraday was similarly
impressed during the temporary night-time
stillness amid the hostilities: “Out come the
nightingales, right about the guns… And another
kind of love music is introduced to our ears and
souls, which does us good…and beautiful
thoughts come along to relieve you from the
devilment of war and the men who cause it”. In
that same year serving as a front-line army
chaplain in northern France, Charles Earle Raven
came across a swallows’ nest in the entrance to

their makeshift HQ in an old signalling station
and wrote: “These birds were angels in disguise.
It is a truism that one touch of nature makes the
whole world kin: those blessed birds brought
instant relief to the nerves and tempers of the
mess”. Canaries were put on board WW1
ambulance trains to cheer the wounded soldiers.
Prisoners of war also gained benefit: John
Buxton, who later published a book on redstarts,
was detained for five years in a Bavarian camp at
Eichstätt from 1940 and enlisted the help of
fellow captives to conduct a systematic study of
this species that regularly visited their area,
despite the shortage of note-paper. “One of the
chief joys of watching them in prison,” he wrote,
“was that they inhabited another world than
I;…They lived wholly and enviably to
themselves, unconcerned in our fatuous
politics…They lived only in the moment”. Peter
Conder, another Eichstätt prisoner, made similar
detailed studies of goldfinches and crested larks;
the call of the latter to him amusingly sounded
like ‘God Save the Queen’.

Illustrations from Birds and the War by Hugh S. Gladstone

Perhaps in recognition of birds some of their
names have been given to certain sections and
personnel in the armed forces both here and in
Britain. In the Great War the Women’s Royal
Naval Service became the WRENS whilst
women attached to the Royal Air Force were
called Penguins. Not surprisingly, flying
attracted avian nomenclature: males who could
fly were Roosters, those still learning were
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Fledglings, and a staff officer unable to because
of duties on the ground was a Kiwi. When the
Australian military units entered WW2 against
Japan, the forces operating in Timor, Ambon and
New Britain were respectively named Sparrow,
Gull and Lark. In the vernacular of Vietnam
veterans, ‘bird’ referred to any aircraft, usually
helicopters; and American soldiers called any
airplane that returned them home at the end of

duty in Vietnam freedom birds. Outside the
theatre of war we have in Australia two avian
species that have earned combat epithets on

account of their agonistic behaviour: the
frigatebirds and noisy miners, known as man-o’war birds and soldierbirds respectively.
To be concluded

MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS-JULY 2008

Compiled by Martin Cocker
Obviously a quiet time of the year for us all!! Many thanks to those brave souls who have been
out and about and below are all the records received. Several of you have sent me past records
of Logrunner sightings and I will use these to base our proposed survey. I am hoping that we can
have some additional field trips to target this species. Good Birding!!
Species

No.

Date

Brush-turkey
White-headed Pigeon

1
1

10-Jul-08
08-Jul-08

Shy Albatross

1

15-Jul-08

Southern Giant Petrel
Pacific Baza
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Brown Goshawk
Collared Sparrowhawk
Powerful Owl
Green Catbird

1
1
1
1
1
1
2

17-Jul-08
23-Jun-08
08-Jul-08
09-Jul-08
03-Jul-08
30-Jun-08
10-Jul-08

Location
Wollongong
Botanic
Gardens
Balgownie
From boat off
Bellambi
From boat off
Bellambi
Bulli
Figtree
Lake Illawarra
Jamberoo
Excelsior Mine Thirroul
Mt. Pleasant

Southern Emu-wren

1

06-Jul-08

Budderoo Firetrail

Eastern Bristlebird

1

06-Jul-08

Budderoo Firetrail

Brown-headed Honeyeater
Bassian Thrush

1
2

06-Jul-08
08-Jul-08

Budderoo Firetrail
Mt. Pleasant

Habitat

Observer

Park
garden

Penny Potter
Terry Edwell

Ocean

Tom Wylie

Ocean
Overhead
Overhead
Suburban
Rural garden
Forest
rain forest
Heath/Wood
land
Heath/Wood
land
Heath/Wood
land
rain forest

Tom Wylie
Roger Truscott
Kevin McGregor
Peter Nolan
Betty Hudson
Mike Morphett
Wal Emery
Jill Molan
Jill Molan
Jill Molan
Wal Emery

SWEET SUFFOLK OWL Thomas Vantour (c1580 – 1620)
Sweet Suffolk Owl, so trimly dight
With feathers like a lady bright,
Thou singest alone sitting by night,
Te whit, te whoo.
Thy note that forth so freely rolls,
With shrill command the mouse controls,
And sings a dirge for dying souls,
Te whit, te whoo.
OOPS !
From the 2006/7 Annual Report of the President of a Bird Observers Club somewhat to the
southwest of the Illawarra. “However my biggest failure as President has been the inability to
spend more of our large surplus of funds!…” Eat your hearts out Roger and Bronwyn !
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Spotted Pardalote

Photo Charles Dove – photo taken during the Primbee Dunes walk
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FORTHCOMING IBOC EVENTS September 2008
CLUB MEETING Monday 8th September 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall. Chris
Chafer will speak on ‘Birds & other critters of the Jungles of Belize and Costa Rica.’
Please remember to bring a plate of goodies to share and your cup for supper.
MID-WEEK WALK – Wednesday 10th September– Mt Pleasant Track. Leader Wal
Emery. Meet at 9 am at the Parish Ave car park, 200m south of the Rhododendron Park. The
walk is a 3 km loop, 2.5 hours approx. and the grade is moderate in parts with a number of steps.
From Parish Ave the track goes up through open acacia scrub, then passes through tall open
Peppermint Bluegum forest to some rainforest on the Mt Keira Ring track, before returning via
the Mt Pleasant Management Trail, with views over Wollongong. Bring your morning tea.
MONTHLY OUTING – Saturday 13th September 2008- Booderei NP, Jervis Bay Leader
Betty Hudson (mobile 0432 892 945)
Meet at 9.00am at the Carpark at the entry station on Jervis Bay Road.
Travel south along the Princes Hwy to Nowra, continue south to the Jervis Bay turn off. (You
will need to allow additional time for the journey due to extensive roadworks at Oak Flats/
Dunmore & south of Nowra.) Take the left turn to Jervis Bay and continue for several km to a
roundabout where you go straight ahead. On reaching the entry station take the lefthand lane
into the carpark. Entry fees are payable at a machine, $10 per vehicle or $5 for concessions.
These passes are valid for 2 days. Bring a carry morning tea, and lunch which I anticipate we
will eat, a little late, at the Botanic Gardens. The walk will finish around 3.00pm.
COMMITTEE MEETING. The next Committee Meeting will be at 7.30pm on Tuesday 16th
September at Tom and Joan Wylie’s home, 4 Daphne St, Bellambi. Phone 4284 2051. Club
members are always welcome to attend Committee meetings
October NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles and reports for the October IBOC News is
Friday 19th September. Please send items to the editor, cashman5@bigpond.com or mail them to
5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519
Allan Sefton Memorial Lecture 2008
This lecture will be on Tuesday, 23rd September 2008, in UniCentre, Building 11, University of
Wollongong at 6.30pm Lecture by Professor Lesley Hughes entitled “Impacts of Climate Change
on Australian Terrestrial Biodiversity”. RSVP by 18th September to Sandra Quinn 4221 4396 or
email sandra@uow.edu.au Full information on the club noticeboard at the September meeting.
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Welcome to new members, Brian & Noreen Thompson. Nice to have you join us.
AWAKENING by Joan Zealey
Yodelling magpies alight on the dewy grass
Lorikeets call as they speed through the pearly skies
Cockatoos shriek as they spill from the tall gum trees
Superb wrens trill to the whispering silvereyes
"Currawong" floats from the top of the turpentine
“Stock whip" the wattlebird shouts from the bottlebrush
Neighbour's car coughs as she backs down her steep driveway
"Time" the alarm shrills "to join in the morning rush."

Identifying Australian Shorebirds with Martin Cocker. Val Dolan
One has only to look at the lines of
shorebirds' migration on a world map to be
in awe of these small creatures. After a short
summer in the far northern hemishere, where
their nesting may be hampered by late snow
falls, migrating birds head south. Flying
non-stop at heights of 3000 to 8000 metres
and at air speeds from 30 to 60 kph they can
burn one gram of body fat per hour due to
the exertion. Bar-tailed Godwits have been
recorded making such a journey from Alaska
to New Zealand in just nine days. And we
humans complain over jet-lag and cramped
conditions in economy class!
How do these migrating birds navigate?
Studies now show that the position of
the sun and stars, earth's magnetic field and
landmarks all play a part. It is agreed that
both memory and an innate force both
contribute. Unfortunately the huge flocks
that could once be seen and even heard
migrating have been reduced due to human
development.
How do we identify shorebirds and waders?
Usually they have long legs; most often they
have long bills and are found near water (not
necessarily
the
shoreline).
Martin
recommends Shore Birds of Australia by
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Andrew Geerin, Lindsay Agnew and Sandra
Harding to assist us to distinguish between
Common
Greenshanks,
Turnstones,
Sanderlings, Hooded Plovers, Eastern
Curlews and the other 50 birds that visit or
live in Australia. Eighteen species live and
breed in Australia while another 36 species
migrate. Most of these begin to arrive from
next month from the far northern hemisphere
but the Double-banded Plover arrives from
New Zealand and the Australian Praticole
flys to Indonesia. Identification of species
and even within species is made difficult
because we often have trouble getting close.
Another difficulty is the colour within a
single species that can vary greatly because
of breeding plumage and other conditions
.Martin suggests that taking note of leg
proportions, shape, colour, bird movement
and behaviour can be helpful.
Martin personalised this presentation, which
he downloaded from the web, with some of
his excellent shots of Sharp-tailed
Sandpipers taken off Kanhooka Point, Lake
Illawarra. Richard Fackender thanked Martin
for his informative presentation on behalf of
the 35 club members who braved the chilly
conditions to listen and learn.

Primbee Dunes Wednesday Walk

Graham Meany
around one of the radio masts much to our
amusement. As the walk progressed the wind
dropped (or we became more protected) and
we were left with a very pleasant morning.
The two highlights of the morning were the
sighting of a Scarlet Honeyeater and a
Spotted Pardalote perched on a fence wire
above its nest. It stayed there for several
minutes giving us all the opportunity to
admire this attractive little bird. Joan and
Tom had seen a Nankeen Kestrel and
Variegated Fairy-wren on their recce walk
but, unfortunately, they were not to be seen
on the day.

13th August 2008

18 keen birdwatchers gathered at the
southern end of Port Kemble Golf Course on
a clear, cool and quite windy Wednesday
morning. The walk covered areas of dune
vegetation and eucalypt woodland. One of
the features of the morning was the large
amount of bird noises heard combined with
the difficulty of spotting the birds making the
noises. Heard but not seen were the Fantailed Cuckoo, Bar-shouldered Dove and
Olive-backed Oriole. New Holland and
Yellow-faced Honeyeaters along with Red
Wattlebirds were the predominant species,
particularly through the dune vegetation.
Large numbers of Silvereyes flittered rapidly
through the eucalypts while Grey Fantails
performed their aerial acrobatics in pursuit of
prey. A number of magpies played games

Overall, 30 species were seen (or heard) and
the morning was rated a success. Thanks to
Tom and Joan for leading the walk.

Bird List Primbee Dunes Wednesday 13th August
Spotted Dove
Yellow Thornbill
Bar-shouldered Dove
Spotted Pardalote
Australian Pelican
Eastern Spinebill
Australian White Ibis
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Crested Tern
Little Wattlebird
Silver Gull
Red Wattlebird
Rainbow Lorikeet
Scarlet Honeyeater
Crimson Rosella
New Holland Honeyeater
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
White-naped Honeyeater
Superb Fairy-wren
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

Grey Shrike-thrush
Olive-backed Oriole
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Grey Fantail
Australian Raven
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Red-whiskered Bulbul

BIRDS and WARFARE

Mike MORPHETT
This concludes Mike’s article. Earlier sections of ‘Birds and Warfare’ can be found in the July and
August copies of the IBOC News

There have been reports that birds and other
wildlife are slowly returning after the
extensive damage caused during the
Vietnam War, especially through the use of
Agent Orange and other toxic herbicides.
Surveys have revealed avian species in areas
untouched by conflict to outnumber those
affected by those chemical agents by a ratio
of at least six to one. Warfare has continued
in other parts of the world, notably the
Middle East, where concerns were raised by
ornithologists about its impact on
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biodiversity and particularly migratory birds
during the months of March and April, as
Iraq and the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers are
important stopover areas along their route
from their African wintering to the breeding
grounds of Europe east to Central Asia.
Serving in the medical unit with the
Connecticut National Guard in the Iraq war
zone for a year from March 2004, Sgt
Jonathan Trouern-Trend conducted a bird
survey in his free time, recording in excess
of 100 species. What began as an internet

blog grew into a book: Birding Babylon: A
Soldier’s Journal (Sierra Club Books 2006).
According to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology
website, birdwatching made life bearable for
him as a distraction from the almost daily
mortaring and rockets. “There’s something
comforting in knowing that, even in the
midst of this conflict,” he states, “I could sit
down with some guy and we could chat

about the storks.” Often confined to their
homes, the Iraqi civilians have also been
comforted by their contact with birds. On
Friday mornings many have ventured out to
the Al-Ghazl Bird Market in central
Baghdad, which originally specialised in
textiles and garments, to buy exotic birds,
mainly parrots from Africa and Brazil.

In the preface to his book, Hugh Gladstone
conceded that “my work is but an imperfect
sketch of the finished picture…its
publication is premature [prior to the
declaration of peace] until the whole subject
can be studied internationally”. Likewise, I
acknowledge that “much is lacking” in this
monograph. As there is most unlikely to be a
finished picture with war still being waged
somewhere in our world, whether civil or
between countries, it seems to me that close
monitoring of the ongoing impact on birdlife
by human warfare is vital; although some

may consider that the demands of our
increasing population constitute an equal, if
not greater, threat. Just as importantly, we
should acknowledge the many forms of
benefit that birds, whether rare or common,
wild or domesticated’ free or captive, can
give to us humans, especially when we are
confronted by extreme stress, particularly in
time of war, be we perpetrators or victims.
Those of us who are bird enthusiasts have a
duty to press home this point to those less
cognisant of their value.

Lake Illawarra Map (Memory and Place) Film Project
Val Dolan
Adrianna, a worker for this project, spoke to us briefly about this interesting idea. Although the
official launch is to be held on the 24th August, before you receive this newsletter, the group are
keen to contact people with stories about Lake Illawarra, and this includes bird life. If you wish
to be involved contact phil-crawford@optusnet.com.au, Louise McBryde 42213384, or Ali
Smith scwc@1earth for more information. Some pages of information will be available at the
library next meeting should you wish to find out more.
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The Bird-Bath Study Danie Ondinea noticed this study and thought some members may like
to participate. Below is an edited letter from Dr Darryl Jones, the study co-ordinator.
‘I am interested in hearing about the use of
yards are of great importance for the survival
bird-baths in any setting – suburban,
to many species. Remarkably, almost
backyard, farm, inner-city apartment. As
nothing is known about this potentially
described in the Wildlife Australia article
significant activity. This project aims to start
(2008 45(2)), in the context of the prolonged
the long process of understanding faunal use
drought that much of eastern Australia has
of bird-baths, as well as the motivations of
been experiencing, it is likely that the
the people involved. There are three ways to
birdbaths provided by people in their house
be involved.
First level: Starting simply
Even the most straight-forward observations can be important. For example, a simple list of the
species that are known to have visited your bird bath/s will be useful. Even better would be
information on when and how often – there are often specific times of the day or the year when
birds come. A simple note describing these things would be very helpful to us.
Second level: A bird-bath diary
For people with more time and interest, we invite you to keep a slightly more detailed diary of
bird-bath visits. While most people can’t watch their birdbath throughout the day, it may be
possible to keep a note-book handy and jot down the species, how many individuals came, the
time of day and other relevant notes. For example, your diary entries might look like this:
12/7/08 7.35am Noisy Miner 3 Chased away the Crested Pigeons
12/7/08 8.05am Crested Pigeon 2
12/7/08 4.45pm Silvereye 4 Bathing vigorously
Third level: Timed observations
For those able to watch their bird-bath/s regularly or for extended periods of time – say an hour
or so. These observations aim to record more detail about the visit, such as how long the birds
stayed and whether there were any interactions with other species – especially displacements.
Why do you have a bird bath?
Finally, we are inviting everyone to write a simple explanation of why your have bothered to buy
and maintain a bird-bath at your place. There is no ‘correct answer’ to this; we genuinely would
like to know why you like to provide water for wildlife.
Please send all information, queries and questions to:
Darryl Jones
Griffith School of the Environment
Griffith University Nathan Qld 4111[or D.Jones@griffith.edu.au]
OCTOBER CAMP Regatta Point Holiday Park
The October Camp this year will be at the
Regatta Point Holiday Park, Wallaga Lake near
Bermagui.
Travel to camp is via the Princes Hwy to
Narooma, continue south approx 19km to approx
1km past the 2nd right turn to Tilba Tilba. Take
the left turn to Bermagui & Wallaga Lake.
Continue along here, over the bridge and
causeway over Wallaga Lake Entrance. After
approx 2km there is a right turn (Regatta Pt Rd)
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25th October to 1st November 2008

with a large sign for Ocean View Park and
Regatta Point Park. The Park is at the end of the
road.
If you have not already added your name to the
list of members attending the camp, please let
Betty Hudson know on 02 4236 0307 or email
elizabethhudson@bigpond.com if you intend
coming to the camp, and book your
accommodation with the park. EFTPOS facilities
are available at the park.

The nearest supplies and petrol are in Bermagui
3km away
A possible Montague Island Trip has been

cancelled due to the high cost -$130 per
adult for a 4 hr trip. If you still wish to go
while at camp, please make your own

Bangadilly NP Walk 17 August 2008
(am) Although sparklingly sunny, the air
was very nippy as 20 IBOC members left
their cars to climb Mt Penang in Bangadilly
National Park. Perhaps because of the cold,
there were not many birds about, although
we all got excellent views of White-eared
Honeyeaters, and a Wedge-tailed Eagle and
the morning was enlivened by a mixed flock
of Golden Whistlers, Spotted Pardalotes and
honeyeaters. There were splashes of bright
yellow wattle, and on the hill slope, purple
boronias. We admired superb views from the
summit of Mt Penang of the surrounding
dissected sandstone valleys Then Nerida
called out as a pair of Peregrine Falcons
soared into view. Betty’s map was not quite
accurate, and we returned to the road around
the bend from our cars, and had to work out
which way to go. We looked for robins
along the fenceline but failed to spot any. A
pleasant walk, but perhaps more bird friendly
in warmer weather.
(pm) After a late lunch we drove back east
along the road finding the unmarked gate to
the track leading to another section of the
park. With the NP sign more than 1 km from

arrangements and bookings with Narooma
Visitors Centre on 02 4476 2881. Tours leave
at 9.30am or 3pm to 4pm for the trip to watch
the Little Penguins return to land. Camp is
approx 40mins from Narooma.
(am) Joan Zealy, (pm) Betty Hudson
the road the forest is well hidden unless you
know where to find the gate.
With the weather still warm we set off along
the faint track through the forest which here
has a different mix of white barked gums,
woollybutt type eucalpts and casuarinas with
a more open understorey. As expected there
were some different bird species from the
morning area. We spend some time chasing
White-eared Honeyeaters and Brown-headed
honeyeaters through the canopy to get a
positive identification. Finding the even
fainter return track we wended our way back
to the main track suddenly realising that our
hands were getting cold as the afternoon
progressed and birds became scare. On the
main track the paddocks the other side gave
several new species of birds boosting the
total for the walk to 30. A good result
considering that bird numbers seemed to be
very few and far between. Returning to the
cars we realised that it was 4pm! A late
finish to a great days birding and bush
walking.

Bird List Bangadilly NP Walk 17 August 2008
Australian Wood Duck
Pacific Black Duck
Australasian Grebe
Crested Pigeon
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Peregrine Falcon
Gang-gang Cockatoo
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella

Laughing Kookaburra
White-throated Treecreeper
Superb Fairy-wren
Yellow Thornbill
Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
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Noisy Miner
Red Wattlebird
Varied Sittella
Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Welcome Swallow

Regent Honeyeaters Paper by Tiffany Mason who spoke at the July IBOC meeting
Here is an edited, brief account of the Regent Honeyeater project in the Capertee Valley.
Tiffany, the Recovery Project officer, first prepared this article for the Canberra BOC
The Regent Honeyeater is known as a “rich
local nursery-folk, Sue & Mike Pridmore,
patch”
specialist
and
has
been
was established.
disproportionately affected by habitat loss,
particularly of high volume nectar-producing
The Pridmores, who ran a native nursery in a
eucalypts on fertile soils, those soils most
beautiful and secluded valley north of
valued for agriculture (not for the trees they
Rylstone, had many years experience in seed
support). Consequently, it is now listed as a
collection and propagation, and were willing
nationally endangered species, with a current
to take on the challenge of producing
estimated population of 1,000 individuals. It
seedlings for the project. They grew the
may come as some surprise that, in living
seedlings in used 1 litre milk cartons, rather
memory, the species was seen forming
than the traditional tube-stock, giving each
roosting
flocks
of
thousands
of
seedling a larger root-ball and a better
birds…remember the sorry history of the
chance at quick establishment and long-term
Passenger Pigeon?
survival. Although the Pridmores handed
over the propagation to Kerry Cooke &
Waning numbers of Regent Honeyeaters
Dominic Della Libera (Capertee Valley
were first noted in print by D.E. Peters in the
residents) in 2005, they still collect and
Australian Bird Watcher, although it was
supply seed of the best provenance plants for
some time before serious studies on the
the project. Kerry & Dominic continue to
species’ ecology were prompted by this
use the milk cartons, so please save all your
warning.
The observation that the
empties and bring them out to the valley next
population was dwindling did not convince
time you visit.
all ornithologists at the time..
Over the years, funding for the project has
Before the publication of the first Regent
been granted from a number of different
Honeyeater Recovery Plan in 1994, a group
agencies, including Save the Bush Fund,
of concerned individuals was already taking
NSW Environmental Trusts, NSW National
action: they took the radical step of
Parks & Wildlife Service, Natural Heritage
establishing woodland habitat, by planting
Trust
and
the
Hawkesbury-Nepean
locally grown seedlings, on private land.
Catchment Management Authority. It is part
Members of the Capertee Valley Landcare
of the Operations Group’s responsibility to
Group and Birds Australia formed a
apply for funding on an annual basis to
committee, and applied for a “Save the
guarantee the continuity of the project. In 14
Bush” grant to help pay for seedlings and
years of operation, only 1995 missed a
tree guards. Planting commenced in 1994.
planting event due to lack of funding.
Through the efforts of the Landcare Group’s
James Blackshaw (then co-owner & manager
You can see evidence of the success of some
of “Huntingdale”, one of the valley’s largest
of the Recovery Group’s earliest plantings at
properties) suitable sites and willing
the corner of Glen Davis & Crown Station
landholders were found and the long and
Roads (1994) and on the Glen Alice Road
successful partnering of the project with
(1996), where signs have been erected to
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inform locals and visitors about the purpose
of these plantings.
The first Saturday night dinner, which has
become a tradition, was put on by Caroline
Lus in the Lus’ shed near Glen Davis. In the
first year of plantings, volunteers were so
highly prized that even lunch was handdelivered to each worker on site! There have
been rumblings at recent plantings that a
Cappuccino Cart with attendant muffins
would be most welcome at around
10:30am…now, which grant application
would that be?
In the Summer of 2000/2001, I first became
involved in the National Recovery Program,

MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS-JULY 2008
Many thanks for all your records. It has been
very cold recently, as if you need reminding,
but it is an interesting time for birding as
there is an overlap of our winter visitors and
spring migrants. The first Latham’s Snipe of
the season was reported from the
Hawkesbury on the 19 August so keep your
eyes peeled for this elusive bird in swamps
and marshes and look out for the first Sharp
Tailed Sandpipers. Now is the time to be
recording the first date seen for our summer
migrants so I would welcome records of
these and also breeding activity for our
commoner birds.
Birds Australia is looking for people to
participate in their Australian National
Waterhole Count on 11 October. All you
need is a pair of binoculars, a place where
birds come to drink whether it is a leaky tap
in your back yard or a water trough on the
Canning Stock Route. More details can be
obtained
from
Birds
Australia
on
www.birdsaustralia.com.au.
The ABC will televise the Twitchathon based
film “Chasing Birds” on Thursday the 23rd
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joining David Geering and Carol Probets
radio-tracking nine Regent Honeyeaters in
the Capertee Valley. These birds revealed
some previously unknown facts about their
ecology as we raced frantically around the
valley after them, such as a predilection for
sitting very still in the Grey Gum
(Eucalyptus punctata) canopy, watching the
trackers stagger up steep scree slopes (one
hand clutching for balance on the rocks, the
other held high, swinging the receiving
antenna back and forth, trying to hone in on
the transmitter’s “bleeps”) in 400 heat, and
then flying down to the Casuarinas on the
river just before we pin-pointed their
position…these birds have a well-developed
sense of humour.
To be continued
Compiled by Martin Cocker
October. This film traces the experiences of
three teams in the 2003 Twitchathon and will
be a must see for all birders. No time slot
has been announced as yet but keep a look
out for the advertised time.
Several of you have provided me with
sightings and equally important nonsightings of logrunners in suitable habitat.
The most sightings have been provided by
Bob Ashford at Lothlorien and Black Ash
Reserves. Obviously a good place to start to
hone our ID skills on this bird for a planned
census later in the year.
Jann and Ross Gowans have sent me a record
of a Barn Owl at Bellambi Dunes. Their
sightings were of a bird perched close to the
path, a good view of a bird in flight and the
immediate sighting of a freshly dead
individual.
I hope that there was one
survivor. It is not uncommon to see Barn
Owls hunting in daylight hours, however,
these sightings may be the result of extreme
food shortages when the birds are desperate
for food which could have decided the fate of
the dead individual found by Jann.

Below are the unusual and interesting
sightings for the month, other records have
been provided by: Ian McKinley, Alan
Cousins, Mike Morphett, David Bourke, Jean
Clarke, and Tom Wylie

Note that our webmaster Chris Cartledge,
places these records on our web page so
don’t forget that this resource is available at
www.iboc.org.au

SPECIES
Eastern Osprey
Collared
Sparrowhawk

NO.
1

DATE
August

LOCATION
Corrimal Beach

HABITAT
Seashore

OBSERVER
Jack Baker

1F

23-Jul-08

Bellawongarah

Forest

Swamp Harrier
Swamp Harrier

1
1

Dunmore
Gerroa

Reedbeds
Reedbeds

Wedge-tailed Eagle
Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
White-fronted Tern
Musk Lorikeet

1
1
1
4
21

13-Jul-08
12-Aug-08
30/07/08 &
17/08/08
20-Jul-08
12-Aug-08
August
04-Aug-08

Bob Ashford
Martin and Penny
Potter
Martin Cocker

Forest
Overhead
Overhead
Pelagic
Riverside

Superb Parrot
Eastern Barn Owl
Eastern Barn Owl
Rockwarbler
Crescent
Honeyeater

1
1
1
2

August
18-Aug-08
19-Aug-08
04-Aug-08

Bellawongarah
Foxground
Foxground
Off Wollongong
Ben's Walk Nowra
Wollongong Botanic
Gardens
Bellambi Dunes
Berry North Street
Ben's Walk Nowra

Several

August

Logrunner

5

07-Aug-08

Logrunner

1

July

Logrunner

1

June

Varied Sittella
White-bellied
Cuckoo-shrike
White-bellied
Cuckoo-shrike
Figbird

2

Garden
Dunes
Rural/Urban
Riverside

Bob Ashford
Martin, Penny Potter
Martin Cocker
Chris Brandis
Martin, Penny Potter
Jann
and
Ross
Gowans
Jann Gowans
Bob Ashford
Martin , Penny Potte

Forest

Bob Ashford

Forest

Bob Ashford

Forest

Bob Ashford

Forest

Bob Ashford

17-Aug-08

Bellawongarah
Last record in 2003
in this location
Bellawongarah
&
Black Ash Reserve
Bellawongarah
&
Black Ash Reserve
Bellawongarah
&
Black Ash Reserve
Pioneer
Park
Kangaroo Valley

Rural

1

August

Thirroul

Garden

Bob Ashford
Jann
and
Gowans

1
1M

10-Aug-08
16-Aug-08

Garden
Garden

Ian McKinley
Norma Burke

Rose Robin

2 Pair

18-Aug-08

Rural

Bassian Thrush
Bassian Thrush
Bassian Thrush
Common Blackbird
Common Blackbird

1
1
2
1
1

23-Jul-08
28-Jul-08
August
07-Aug-08
14-Aug-08

Thirrroul
Mount Warrigal
Pioneer
Park
Kangaroo Valley
Wollongong Botanic
Gardens
Carrington Falls
Austinmer
Thirroul
Kanahooka Point

Bob Ashford
Martin and Penny
Potter
Jill Molan
Joan Wylie
Mike Morphett
Martin Cocker
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Parkland
Picnic Ground
Bush
Garden
Garden

Ross
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CLUB’S AIM: To join together people with a common interest who wish to further their knowledge and
enjoyment of the birdlife around them.
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS for the Club due 1st January each year: FAMILY $30 SINGLE $25. JUNIOR $5.
If you are overdue with your subs, please promptly pay Bronwyn

Peaceful Dove

Photo Chris Chafer
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FORTHCOMING IBOC EVENTS October 2008
CLUB MEETING Monday 13th October 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall. Lyndall
Dawson will speak on ‘Big Dead Ducks: a Who’s Who and Why of some extinct big Birds.’
Please remember to bring a plate of goodies to share and your cup for supper.
,

MIDWALK WALK Wednesday 15th October 2008 - Croome Park. Leaders Michelle Rower
and Terri Edwell. Please meet at the Croome Road Sporting Complex, Albion Park. Note if coming
from the Albion park Rail end of Croome Rd ( near the railway museum) take the turn with Tennis in
the list of sports. Drive past the driveway (dirt) on the left that leads to the car park for the tennis courts
and travel a further 100-150 metres to where there is a large carpark near an oval on the RIGHT. Meet
in this carpark at 9.00am. If coming from Jamberoo way you go past the basketball stadium and
through the roundabout into Croome Rd. Go past the cemetery on the right and take the next driveway
LEFT into the Croome Rd Sporting Complex and park in the first carpark you come to on the RIGHT.
Bring morning tea and Mosquito repellent – the mozzies can be brutal here. You can contact Michelle
on 0409071815.
Barren Grounds Nature Reserve. Leader
MONTHLY OUTING Sunday 19th October 2008 Betty Hudson (mobile 0432 892 945) Meet at 8.30am sharp at the Visitors Centre Carpark at Barren
Grounds on the Jamberoo Robertson Road approx 4km south of the Knights Hill turn off (if coming via
Macquarie Pass) or immediately at the top of the pass (if coming from Jamberoo.).Turn off Macquarie
Pass at the Robertson Pie Shop. The walk is along the Griffith Track & is about 8km. It is undulating
with one or 2 sharp hills and passes through a variety of habitats including heath & rainforest. It could
be quite cold on the top of the mountains, so bring warm clothes. Bring morning tea, a carry lunch and
the walk will finish around 1.30pm.
OCTOBER CAMP will be located at the Regatta Point Holiday Park, Wallaga Lake and held from
the 25th October to the 1st November 2008. Leader Betty Hudson 4236 0307 or email
elizabethhudson@bigpond.com .
COMMITTEE MEETING. The next Committee Meeting will be at 7.30pm on Tuesday 21st
October at Betty Hudson’s home, 1 Drualla Road, Jamberoo. Phone 4284 2051. Club members are
always welcome to attend Committee meetings
NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles and reports for the November IBOC News is
Friday 24th October. NB Please send items to the November Guest Editor, Penny Potter
pennyp@uow.edu.au or mail them to her at 1/23 Houptun St, Woonona 2517 (4284 6916)
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Welcome to new club members Christine Linegar and Mathew Nicholson.
Nice to have you join us
MT PLEASANT TRACK WALK 10 September 2008
The early arrivals at the Parrish Ave car park
were greeted with plenty of action with a
number of King-Parrots and Brown CuckooDoves feeding and flying around the area. A
pleasant surprise was a beautiful Scarlet
Honeyeater perched right above the car park
17 members assembled for the moderately steep
climb up to the rainforest track with its
numerous steps. Fortunately 17 returned to the
cars three hours later; I hope with not too many
aching backs and knees!
The first sighting to catch everyone’s attention
was the Crested Shrike-tit, always a lovely bird
to see. A party of whipbirds flitted about in full
view, not the quick glimpses you usually get of
these birds furtively skulking about in the dark
undergrowth. Two Green Catbirds were seen,
and all three species of scrubwrens.

Wal Emery
Three Brush-turkeys were sighted along with
two nesting mounds. It was good to see this
species, once moderately common in the
Illawarra, but close to extinction in the region
by 1900, re-establishing itself along the
escarpment.
There was much evidence and one sighting of
deer in the area. They seem to have an effect
on the lantana, trampling and degrading it. On
the surface this seems to be beneficial, but I
wonder if they will also graze on the new
rainforest seedlings, preventing the forest from
renewing itself.
A total of 37 species were sighted, a few not
usually seen on the mid-week walks reflecting
the different rainforest habitat through which
we walked.
Thanks everyone for your
enjoyable company on a pleasant morning walk.

Bird Sightings
Australian Brush-turkey
Brown Cuckoo-Dove
Wonga Pigeon
Galah
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet
Australian King-Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Laughing Kookaburra
Green Catbird
Satin Bowerbird
Superb Fairy-wren

Yellow-throated Scrubwren
White-browed Scrubwren
Large-billed Scrubwren
Brown Gerygone
Brown Thornbill
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Little Wattlebird
Scarlet Honeyeater
Eastern Whipbird
Crested Shrike-tit

Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Magpie-lark
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Common Blackbird
Red-browed Finch

BOUDERIE N.P. WALK, Jervis Bay - Saturday 13th September
On fine warm morning 11 members met at the
visitors centre on Jervis Bay Road where a
friendly ranger at the pay station handed us
several pamphlets on the park. While waiting
for late comers we compiled quite a list of
birds. Arriving at Murrays Beach car park we
added some water birds from a small wetland,
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Betty Hudson
before taking the track to Governor Head. This
track passed through a tall eucalyptus forest
alive with the sounds of birds, so that a short
walk took a long time. Morning tea was had at
the lookout at Governor Head. A White-bellied
Sea-Eagle and an Australasian Gannet were the
only sea birds seen here, but the pair of Fantail

Cuckoos serenaded us the whole time we sat,
with everyone getting a good look.
Leaving here we walked through tall tea tree
forest along the seaward edge of the park.
Suddenly turning a corner we came to the area
burnt in earlier fires where we had extensive
views of the sea and the cliffs. The heath was
regenerating well and the wild flowers were
spectacular. This brought a change in the birds
we were seeing with New Holland Honeyeaters
becoming common. A sighting of a brown bird
moving through the dead banksias had us all
grabbing binoculars, a Southern Emu Wren
lead us on a merry chase until everyone had a
good look. Charlie had wandered over to the
other side of the track and found 15 more.
Further along another small group were seen.
A Tawny –crowned Honeyeater was sighted a
little later. Betty and Neil watched a raptor
soaring on flat wings in the updraught from the
cliffs, but it just kept getting further away all
the time and proved impossible to identify.
Getting views of the ruined St George
lighthouse on the next headland, we turned a
corner leaving the cliffs behind. There was
water in several of the drains under the road
and Lyndall, stepping down to look for a frog
that was croaking, almost stepped on an Eastern
Bristlebird, which scurried away into the heath,
but returned briefly for others to get a glimpse.

Entering once again, the eucalyptus forest, we
found a shady spot for lunch, where we had
plenty of birds to listen to while we ate. A
Brown-headed Honeyeater was heard and
found in the foliage of a large tree. Along the
edge of the road was a wide gutter full of water
and a variety of bog plants, including mosses,
sundews and a small but beautiful violet half
fan flower (probably a Utricularia Sp. or
Bladderwort, one of the insectivorous plants
found in bogs).
On returning to the cars we then drove to the
Bouderie Botanic Garden (part of the National
Botanic Garden in Canberra) for a quick look.
On the way Lyndall & Terry stopped to watch
an Eastern Bristle Bird on the side of the road.
The garden is well worth a visit, with a raised
board walk in a rainforest gulley and all the
plants labelled, with both common & Scientific
names. There is also a large perched lake which
supplies water to the garden. Birds were
plentiful and several were added to the list.
Here we met up with Trish & Judy who had
missed us earlier and due to phone problems
couldn’t contact us.
A great days outing and birding with 47 species
being recorded, 7 of which were only seen at
the Botanic Garden and 26 only on the Murray
Track, 14 species occurring at both sites.

Bird List
Grey Teal *
Chestnut Teal *
Pacific Black Duck *

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet
Crimson Rosella

Yellow Thornbill
Brown Thornbill #
Spotted Pardalote

Eastern Whipbird #
Golden Whistler #
Rufous Whistler

Hardhead *

Fan-tailed Cuckoo

Eastern Spinebill #

Grey Shrike-thrush #

Australasian Grebe *
Laughing Kookaburra #
Lewin's Honeyeater
Australasian Gannet
White-throated Treecreeper
Yellow-faced Honeyeater #
Little Pied Cormorant
Satin Bowerbird #
Little Wattlebird
Great Cormorant
Superb Fairy-wren #
Red Wattlebird
White-faced Heron
Variegated Fairy-wren #
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Southern Emu-wren
New Holland Honeyeater
Masked Lapwing
Eastern Bristlebird #
Brown-headed Honeyeater
Crested Tern
White-browed Scrubwren #
Noisy Friarbird #
* Birds only at Botanic Garden;
# Birds at both sites

Olive-backed Oriole *
Australian Magpie *
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail #
Australian Raven
Eastern Yellow Robin
Welcome Swallow

Bird of the month The Boobook Owl was the bird of the month presented by Betty Hudson and
well illustrated by a road kill specimen in a well preserved condition which Peter Nolan took home to
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add to his raptor collection. Betty’s presentation was informative and she interestingly compared the
Boobook Owl with the similar Barking Owl.
Chris Brandis

Birds and critters of the jungles of Belize and Costa Rica
The speaker for our September meeting was a
previous long time member who has since
moved to Penrith for work, Chris Chafer. He
returned to give us a very impressive
presentation on his trip, with the author, to
Belize and Costa Rica in December 2007,
recording an impressive 395 bird, 17 mammal,
25 reptile and 58 butterfly and dragonfly
species.
One of the side reasons for the trip to Belize
was to see some of the Mayan buildings that
became ruins after the decline of the civilisation
in about 900 AD, ironically from climate
change. Some of the more important ruins have
been uncovered from the jungle since the
1950s, preserved and used to promote tourism
and, being in the jungle, has good range of bird
life. Belize was once called British Honduras
and is a laid back country with a couple of
tarred main roads and there are the very bad
and shocking side roads. Visiting Crooked
Tree, Orange Walk and San Ignatio, Chris
obtained some great shots of the wildlife that is
often very different from what we are used to,
making first visitors new comers to bird
watching. We often think we have a lot of little
brown jobs but they have many more,
especially the warblers which are out of
\

Chris Brandis
breeding plumage and are just as difficult to pin
down a good view.
Costa Rica was also laid back country once
away from the capital and has made tourism
one of the main industries with many national
parks and estates catering for all grades of
birders. Many put out food, mainly bananas,
and nectar feeders that attract many birds as
well as some of the animals. With these feeders
one can see the spectacular variety of
Hummingbirds, which change with altitude and
side of the country, that are virtually impossible
to see in the jungle. Chris managed to get some
great in flight shots of these tiny jewels. He also
had shots of poison dart frogs, dragonflies, an
Olinga, Grey Fox and other creatures showing
the huge variety of natural life in the area. At
Carara, on the west coast, one of the highlights
of the trip were the Scarlet Macaws that flew
and fed around the town, even at the back of the
hotel. Although we used a few local guides and
river boat trips much of the time birding was
done on our own but locals and guides were
always keen to proudly point you in the right
direction for specialties.
Martin Cocker
thanked Chris from us all for a very impressive
presentation and wishing him good birding for
his new life in western Sydney.

Proposed Trip to the Flinders Ranges S.A. August 2009
A trip is being planned to the Flinders Ranges
for 20th August to 10th September 2009.
All proposed stopping places will have both
motel/cabin and caravan park accommodation.
The motel/cabin accommodation I have looked
at is all in the $65-75 per night price range. It is
proposed that we will stay at Rawnsley Park
Station in the Flinders as it has a variety of
accommodation suitable for IBOC at
reasonable prices. At this stage it is envisaged
that we will be at Rawnsley Park from 26th
August to 5th September a total of 9 nights. We
plan to visit Wyperfield NP to see if we can
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Betty Hudson
find Mallee Fowl on the way out and to visit
“Gluepot”, a Birds Australia Conservation
Property, on the return trip, spending 2 nights
in adjacent towns. If members wish to make a
quicker trip each way or have a shorter stay in
the Flinders they can meet the main party at
Rawnsley Park or leave earlier.
Members who are interested in joining the trip
are requested to let Betty Hudson know on
telephone 4236 0307 or by email
elizabethhudson@bigpond.com
A meeting
will be held for interested members on

Wednesday 15th October immediately after the
mid week walk (bring lunch). We need to
discuss the proposed itinerary, especially the
suggested distances to travel each day. We will

need to book accommodation in the Flinders
before the tour operators block book the
accommodation and put out their 2009
brochures.

A BASNA Book Bash
contributed by Chris Cartledge
Having difficulty finding a good home for your unwanted books and journals, or those of someone
else? Search no more! Donate them to the BASNA library! The new library building has shelves just
waiting for books which fall within the guidelines set by the BASNA committee.
Should we already have a copy of any book you donate, it won't go to waste - we will accumulate any
books surplus to requirements and have a book sale once a year, the proceeds of which will allow us to
purchase other suitable books or provide funds for library maintenance.
For enquiries please contact: Frances Czwalinna, BASNA librarian, at
secretarybird@bigpond.com, telephone (02) 9872 4185, or telephone the BASNA office.
Myna Traps Available from Wollongong City Council
contributed by Chris Cartledge
“No romp for pesky Mynas” was the heading in the Mercury article on 13 Sep 09. The article reported
that Wollongong City Council had purchased several traps for catching Indian Mynas and they are
lending the traps to ratepayers. The Council then arrange the euthanisation of these pesky birds.
Lynne Kavanagh, Council’s Bushcare Office mentioned in the Mercury article advises the Council
contact for this project is Paul Formosa – phone 4225 2638 or email
pformosa@wollongong.nsw.gov.au to join the waiting list.

BIRDING ABROAD – PERU
Over the past few years David and Elizabeth
have been going overseas to look at birds and
other things. Here is a vignette from a voyage
in September 2007.
With the Pacific Ocean on one side of the
Andes and the Amazon basin on the other, Peru
has a bewildering variety of birds. Our daily
check list had 907 birds to go through each
evening and even then we had no fewer than 20
“write ins” including, joy of joy, an Andean
Condor. We personally saw over 400 species
in a fortnight, which was pretty mind numbing.
The Andes still had some patches of snow and
an upland lake near Cuzco yielded a good range
of water birds. Several familiar Egrets (it was
nice to start with something we could recognise
– a Cattle Egret!), Puna Ibis, Speckled, Puna
and Cinnamon Teal (gorgeous bird), Yellowbilled Pintail and Andean Duck were seen,
together with a Plumbeous Rail, Andean Coot,
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David Winterbottom
Andean Lapwing, Andean Gull and,
unexpectedly, a pair of Wilson’s Phalaropes.
Well before dawn we were driven on the
ancient Llama track, which passes as a road, up
the slippery Andes, with eyes tight shut. At
the top of the pass (3,600 metres) was a party of
cyclists who had been driven there so that they
could cycle all the way down.
I bet they
missed seeing the Green Violet-ear, Shining
Sunbeam and other Hummingbirds as well as
three species of Flowerpiercer. However, they
could hardly have missed the ubiquitous Great
and/or Chiguanco Thrushes.
Down the other side we had excellent views of
half a dozen magnificent Cock-of-the-Rocks.
They are even brighter than the gaudy Crested
and Golden-headed Quetzals.
The lusher
vegetation provided for many more Hummers:
Brilliants, Sylphs and Woodstars.
In the
evening we had a quick glance at the

unbelievable Lyre-tailed Nightjar – 20 cm of
bird plus 60 cm of tail!
Once in the lowlands the forests crowd in and
travel is only by boat – there are no roads.
Some 70 huge Red-and-Green Macaws
squawked at a salt lick in a waterside
embankment.
However, they were
outnumbered by hundreds of Blue-headed,
Orange-cheeked, Tui and (meanly named)
Mealy Parrots. Quite a spectacle. A lagoon in
the forest is the home of Giant Otters and we
also saw a rather different set of water birds –
Orinoco Geese, Horned Screamers, Wattled
Jacana, Sungrebe and many of those most
ancient of birds, Hoatzins.

Regent Honeyeaters

Chestnut-fronted Macaws are very common in
the area as are Scarlet Macaws and Cobaltwinged and White-eyed Parakeets, but we also
saw Blue-and-yellow, Red-bellied and Blueheaded Macaws.
Forest walks yield more
birds heard than seen both on the ground, peer
down, and in the canopy, strain up, except on a
tree-top platform where good views of
Tanagers, Foliage Gleaners and others were
possible. Never mind, we did see a Tapir and
were nearly run down by a couple of hundred
stampeding Peccari.
Oh, I forgot to say that Machu Picchu is an
unforgettable sight!
Tiffany Mason

Continuing (from last month News) the report of the Regent Honeyeater project in the Capertee Valley.
Tiffany, the Recovery Project officer, prepared this article for the Cumberland BOC, not the Canberra
Ornithologists Group, as wrongly reported last month. The Editor apologises.
The tracking project took us all over the valley,
with pumps. The bladder lies in a trailer towed
and I became familiar with some of the planting
by a 4WD and can be manoeuvered between rip
sites and heard stories of the Herculean tasks
lines, allowing easy access to the seedlings.
involved (soil as friable as cement, torrential
The pump ensures that water can be delivered,
rain, last plant in the ground after dark on
via long hoses, to plants above the height of the
Sunday etc. etc.). Perhaps it was the vivid
trailer.
It was an exceptionally timely
descriptions of these hardships that made me
investment, since the Glen Alice fire brigade,
somewhat reluctant to join in. It wasn’t until
who had been providing an excellent wateringApril 2003 that I personally took up the
in service, decided that the fire trucks were
challenge of tree-planting and joined the 80 or
needed elsewhere (for official fire truck
so other volunteers on “The Crown”, where the
business). The watering-in process, as every
combined forces of muscle, mattocks and mugs
gardener knows, provides seedlings with a good
of tea came together to revegetate a 5 hectare
start not only by supplying water to the plant
patch with 3,500 trees and shrubs. Gazing out
but also by eliminating air pockets, which
over the hundreds of rip-lines that striped the
prevent contact between soil and roots,
site first thing that morning, it all looked very
impeding nutrient uptake.
daunting, but by afternoon tea, all the plants
were in the ground and the sight was
2007 has been a very productive Spring for the
magnificent; it was difficult not to feel both
Operations Group (if not for the Regents, which
pride and awe as the barren paddock took on a
decided to shun the Valley and breed near
whole new life.
Cessnock instead) as we began monitoring the
planting sites in earnest. After spending so
Constantly on the look-out to improve the
many years revegetating the area, it was
effectiveness and efficiency of the tree planting
important to find out if everybody’s efforts
weekends, the Operations Group gratefully
were having the desired effect, that is, are
accepted money raised from the 2004
woodland birds (in general) and the Regent
Twitchathon to purchase four 250 litre bladders
Honeyeater (in particular) using the sites for
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shelter, to find food and to breed? Firstly, we
needed a methodology, and one that was (a)
repeatable, (b) statistically rigorous and (c) easy
to establish (we only had a few months before
Christmas!).
After some investigation, Greg Lollback (a
post-doc at ANU) was identified as a
biostatician of some calibre and he proceeded
to design the monitoring programme for us.
Carol Probets conducted pilot surveys of 4 sites
(to test the methodology) and then Stephen
Debus surveyed the remaining sites in October
& November. A total of 78 species were
observed across all sites, including threatened
species such as the Diamond Firetail, Hooded
Robin and Turquoise Parrot, the latter two
found on very recently planted sites, no doubt
taking advantage of the ample open ground
available for foraging.
Initial analysis of the results are giving the
Operations Group some food for thought…it

became apparent that the single most important
factor negatively affecting species richness on
the planted sites was neither the age of the site
nor the height of the trees, but the presence of
Noisy Miners. And the Noisy Miners occurred
on those sites where the understorey had been
lost (usually to hungry cattle!). To rectify the
problem (and prevent it happening in the
future), the group must focus more energy on
landholder education and consider going back
to these sites to replant an understorey. Since
Noisy Miners like to walk, rather than hop,
creating a heterogenous ground layer of
grasses, forbs, rocks, logs and shrubs may
prove
the
most
effective
deterrent.
Transforming the environment is a slow
process, at least it is when the purpose of the
transformation is to increase biodiversity (the
other way about takes rather less time!), but it
will be the long-term solution to eliminating
Miners from, and therefore ensuring greater
species richness in, the planting sites
To be concluded

MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS- September 2008
Many thanks for all your records. Obviously
Spring is now well under way as evidenced by
sightings reported in Birding-Aus and by IBOC
members. Reed Warbler, Koel, Channel-billed
Cuckoo, Whiskered Tern, Latham’s Snipe and
Black faced Monarch are but a few examples
that you have sent in. Thank you to you all and
SPECIES

NO.

Brush-turkey

1

Brush-turkey

3

White-Headed Pigeon

2

Bar-shouldered Dove

2

White-necked Heron

2

White-necked Heron

1

Eastern Osprey
White-bellied SeaEagle

2
1

DATE
22Aug
10-Sep
24Aug
25Aug
24Aug
29Aug
11Aug
22Aug

Compiled by Martin Cocker
keep notifying me of your “firsts” as the season
progresses.
I have bent the rules in preparing this month’s
list and included sightings that do not strictly fit
within the normal rules of “unusual” but
because they are the first sightings of Spring
then they are noteworthy!!

LOCATION

HABITAT

OBSERVER

Mt. Keira Ring Track
Mt. Pleasant Track. Mt.
Keira

Rainforest

Michelle Rower

Rainforest

IBOC

Berry

Urban

Kevin Mills

Primbee

Bush

Charlie Dove

South of Berry

Paddock

Kevin Mills

Yatteyattah

Paddock

Kevin Mills

Lake Illawarra

Display flight

Bruce Coyte

Coledale/Austinmer

Littoral/residential

Mike Morphett
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White-bellied SeaEagle
Brown Goshawk
Grey Goshawk
Collared
Sparrowhawk
Swamp Harrier
Wedge-tailed Eagle
A. Hobby
Double-banded
Plover
Latham's Snipe
Red Knot
Painted button-quail
Painted button-quail
Whiskered Tern
Pacific Gull

1
1
1

07-Sep
21-Sep
11-Sep

1
1

08-Sep
07-Sep

2
1

21-Sep
19-Sep
31Aug
20-Sep
12-Sep
17-Sep
24-Sep
21-Sep

2
1
4+
1
1
10
2
Imm

09-Sep

Kelp Gull
Glossy BlackCockatoo
Glossy BlackCockatoo
Superb Parrot
Eastern Koel

1

2
1
1

15-Sep
29Aug
30Aug
02-Sep
21-Sep

Eastern Koel

1

20-Sep

Eastern Koel
Channel-billed
Cuckoo
Channel-billed
Cuckoo
Channel-billed
Cuckoo
Shining BronzeCuckoo

1

18-Sep

1

21-Sep

1

20-Sep

1

08-Sep
26Aug

Brush Cuckoo
Azure Kingfisher
Sacred Kingfisher
Sacred Kingfisher

1
1
1
1

Green Catbird
Green Catbird
Yellow-throated
Scrubwren
Yellow-throated
Scrubwren

2
1

21-Sep
24-Sep
21-Sep
07-Sep
27Aug
19-Sep

1

08-Sep

1

10-Sep

Fuscous Honeyeater

5

22-Sep

1

1

Robertson ( Seen from
Pie Shop!!)
Bulli Showground
Bulli Tops

Pie Watching
Overhead suburban
Rainforest

Brian Hales
Mike Morphett
Roger Truscott

garden
Rural

Elizabeth Hudson
Graham Barwell

Jamberoo
Killalea Lagoon
Florence Head Morton
NP
Hooka Point
Windang ( Breeding
Plumage)
Kanahooka Point
Primbee Lake Illawarra

Heath/Woodland
Bush

Bob Ashford
Lorraine Pincus

Shoreline
Marsh
Shore

Berry
Primbee, Lake Illawarra

Rural
Estuarine

Bruce and Kelsey O'Brien
Martin Cocker
Charlie Dove
Joan Zealey
Bob Ashford
Martin Cocker

Windang Lake Entrance
North Beach.
Wollongong

seaside

Chris Brandis

Seashore

Lorraine Pincus

Forest

Kevin Mills

forest
garden
Suburban

Kevin Mills
Elizabeth Hudson
Graham Meany

Forest

Mike Morphett

suburban

Cheryl Akhurst

Urban

Kate Cocker

Forest

Mike Morphett

Rural
Rainforest
/paddocks

Graham Barwell

South Ulladulla
Long Beach, Batemans
Bay
Jamberoo
Austinmer
Excelsior Coalmine
Thirroul
Lake Illawarra High
School
Wollongong City
Heard Calling
Excelsior Coalmine
Thirroul
Bulli
Bellawongarah
Illawarra Escarpment
SCA
Minamurra River
Hooka Point
Little Lake
Bellawongarah
Bellawongarah
Bellawongarah
Mt. Pleasant Track. Mt.
Keira
Florence Head Morton
NP
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Rural
Riparian
Bush
Estuarine
Rainforest
/paddocks
Forest
Rainforest
/paddocks
Rainforest
Heath
/Woodland

Bob Ashford
Graham Barwell
Lorraine Pincus
Lorraine Pincus
Graham Barwell
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
IBOC
Bob Ashford

29Aug
13-Sep

Scarlet Honeyeater
Scarlet Honeyeater

Few
1

Scarlet Honeyeater

1

Crescent Honeyeater
Logrunner

1
1

Rufous Whistler
Rufous Whistler

1
1

Dusky Woodswallow

8+

Spangled Drongo
Rufous Fantail
Black-faced Monarch

1
1
2

24-Sep
30Aug
20-Sep
20-Sep

Black-faced Monarch

1

18-Sep

Black-faced Monarch

1

Rose Robin

1

22-Sep
30Aug

Rose Robin

1

08-Sep

Rose Robin

23-Sep

Reed-Warbler
Reed-Warbler

1
1
First
Migra
nt
1

Bassian Thrush

1

04-Sep
07-Sep
13Aug

Common Blackbird

1

08-Sep

Beautiful Firetail

1

25-Sep

10-Sep
Aug.
Daily
19-Sep
24Aug
18-Sep

South Ulladulla
Slacky Creek, Bulli
Mt. Pleasant Track.
Mt. Keira

forest
Riparian

Kevin Mills
Roger Truscott
IBOC

Bellawongarah
Bellawongarah

Rainforest
Rainforest
/paddocks
Forest

Blackbutt Reserve
Hooka Point
Florence Head Morton
NP

Park
Bush
Heath
/Woodland

Chris Brandis
Lorraine Pincus
Bob Ashford

Primbee Dunes
Lindsay Park School
Hooka Point
Bellawongarah ( 1st of
season)
Excelsior Coalmine
Thirroul

Dunes
Urban
Bush

Michelle Rower
Joan Zealey
Lorraine Pincus

Forest

Bob Ashford

Forest

Mike Morphett

Primbee Dunes

Dunes
Rainforest
/paddocks
Heath/
Woodland

Michelle Rower

Bellawongarah
Florence Head Morton
NP

Purrah Bay, Lake
Illawarra
Killalea Lagoon
Bellawongarah
Bellawongarah
Florence Head Morton
NP

Reedbeds
Rural
Rainforest/
paddocks
Rainforest/
paddocks
Heath/
Woodland

That Woodpecker has to go!!! The Hobby Turner
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Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford

Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford

Martin Cocker
Graham Barwell
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
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FORTHCOMING IBOC EVENTS NOVEMBER 2008

CLUB MEETING & AGM – Monday 10th November 2008 - 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community
Hall - Col Markham will be presenting some of the photos of birds and animals he took on his
trip to Arnhem Land and the Kimberley. Please remember to bring a mug and a small plate for
supper afterwards.
MID-WEEK WALK – Wednesday 12th November 2008 – Cordeaux Dam – Leaders: Tom and
Joan Wylie (Tel: 4284 2051) Meet at 8.30am sharp at the turning for Cordeaux Dam off Picton
Road ie corner of Picton Road and Cordeaux Dam Road. Bring morning tea, hats, sunscreen etc.
NOVEMBER MONTHLY OUTING - Saturday 15th November 2008 - Shoalhaven Heads/
Comerong Island Wetlands - Leader Betty Hudson.
Meet at 8.00am sharp in the River
Road foreshore carpark at the eastern end, adjoining the Holiday Haven Tourist Park. Travel via
Gerringong, Gerroa, Shoalhaven Heads Road. Turn off to the left at the second turning to
Shoalhaven Heads (just beyond the speed camera). Take the first on the right (Bailey Rd) and then
left again at the end into River Road. Bring eats, drinks etc also insect repellent in case of
sandflies. Be prepared to get your feet wet to get close up views of waders/shorebirds and to test
your identification skills. The tide will be coming in, to a very high tide about 10.45am, pushing the
birds up to us. For those who are interested we may return to the marshes after a walk through the
forest and along the beach. This may mean a later than usual finish
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING - Tuesday 18th November, at 7.30pm at the home of Sylvia and
David Garlick, 6a Lyne St, Oak Flats (Tel: 4257 9750). As usual, members are invited to attend.
DECEMBER 2008 NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Thursday
21st November. Please don’t leave submitting your contributions to the last minute and where
possible please submit by email to John Cashman: cashman5@bigpond.com.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $30, Single $25, Junior $5.
Please pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.

AUTUMN CAMP 2009 Lake Burrinjuck Leisure Resort, Yass NSW - 18th to 25st April 2009
The IBOC Autumn camp is to be at the Lake Burrinjuck Leisure Resort, 560 Woolgarlo Rd Yass.
Ph (02) 6227 7271. The Resort is about 20km south of Yass and then 10km west of the Hume Hwy
along the Burrinjuck Dam road. The access from Wollongong is via Goulburn, and Yass, a distance
of 250km. The resort has 4 large 1 bedroom cabins and 1 (3 bedroom) house as well as powered
and camp sites. The house would be suitable for members to share as there are 3 separate
bedrooms.
Charges House
$140 per night sleeps 12 persons in 3 bedrooms
Cabins
$65 per night 2 double beds and triple bunk 1 b/rooms
$15 per night per site
Powered sites
PLEASE NOTE WE HAVE RESERVED THE CABINS AND HOUSE UNTIL 30TH NOVEMBER
only. You are advised to make your bookings with the Resort as soon as possible, especially for
the cabins and house. Once you have booked please let Betty know either by email or phone 4236
0307 detailing the accommodation you have booked. Further details and the map in February’s

newsletter.
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Vale Esme Gay
It is with sadness that I write to tell you of the passing of Esme Gay on the 28th September,
her 87th birthday. When her three children flew the nest Esme signed on for Doug Gibson’s
WEA course and became a founding member of I.B.O.C. Until the last few years she was a
very active person in our club, very passionate about her birds and her gardening. “Birdos”
added a new direction and she joined in all of our activities including camping. Esme was one
of the people who introduced the mid-week walks to our programme and for many years she
faithfully carted the bulletin boards back and forth to our Monday meeting nights and kept
them supplied with various interesting newspaper clippings and information. Over the years
our friendship grew and when tenting was no longer an option Brian and I had the pleasure of
sharing road trips and various accommodations with Esme and she proved to be a very
pleasurable, warm, funny and caring companion who could always make us laugh and kept us
entertained with endless hours of conversation. We had so many happy days and nights
together and we will miss her dearly. At Esme’s funeral the family asked me to thank I.B.O.C
members for making her “birding” days so enjoyable.
Barbara Hales

Barren Grounds Walk, Sunday 19 October 2008
Val Cooper
Early last Sunday morning nineteen of us assembled at the Barren grounds car park with leader
Betty Hudson before starting out on the eight kilometre walk along the Griffith track. Weather was
magic and everyone in high spirits as we encountered our first sighting - a Fan tail cuckoo which
flew from tree to tree along the path enabling everyone to have a good view. Birds were not
plentiful but the wild flowers more than made up for this, and Betty proved that her knowledge of
the bush extended beyond our feathered friends. She was most generous in sharing this
knowledge naming many of the flowers as we all admired the variety and colour of the natives. We
enjoyed our morning tea at the Stoney Bridge and lunch overlooking the escarpment. Late
morning saw the weather become hot and humid making the walk more difficult for some of us.
Betty kept a check from time to time to ensure none strayed from the mob and was pleased to find
the number was the same at the end of the day.
Welcome to Paul Newman a new club member who joined us and many thanks to Betty and the
group for a great day.
Australian White Ibis
Grey Goshawk
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Superb Lyrebird
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill

White-eared Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
Eastern Whipbird
Golden Whistler
Rufous Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Black-faced Monarch
Beautiful Firetail
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MID-WEEK WALK –Croome Road - Terry Edwell
Wednesday 15th October 2008
Croome Road is a big area with several creeks and scattered bushland. There are many different sporting
fields and work has recently been carried out to limit access to some of the bush tracks to prevent vandalism,
rubbish dumping and allow for regeneration. This meant we could no longer access one of the areas we
visited last year where there were four different bird species nesting in close proximity.
Eighteen IBOC members enjoyed a walk which saw us find almost fifty species of birds. A pair of resident
Nankeen Kestrels have made one of the ovals theirs, and are often found perched on the light towers or the
cricket nets. They provided us with a beautiful display as we enjoyed morning tea. Welcome Swallows are
nesting in the ladies toilets and swoop at anyone unsuspecting as they walk in – warm, dry, yet with water
‘on tap’ and mostly very quiet – an ideal location for them.
A highlight for some was an Azure Kingfisher which was seen several times in one section of creek. Both
male and female Mistletoe birds were also observed here and Charlie was kept busy trying to photograph
them – frustrating as they just don’t sit still.
We also had the chance to observe and photograph the rare Illawarra Greenhood orchid in flower which only
grows in five areas in NSW and is becoming a victim of habitat destruction.
A decision was made to hold a further walk at this location in a different season on next year’s calendar.
Spotted Dove
Crested Pigeon
Australian Pelican
Cattle Egret*
White-faced Heron
Australian White Ibis
Brown Goshawk
Nankeen Kestrel
Galah
Long-billed Corella
Little Corella
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Eastern Koel
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Azure Kingfisher
* denotes seen on test walk 7-10-08

Laughing Kookaburra
Sacred Kingfisher*
Satin Bowerbird
Superb Fairy-wren
Variegated Fairy-wren
Yellow Thornbill
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote*
Striated Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Little Wattlebird
Red Wattlebird
Scarlet Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
Eastern Whipbird

Birds Around Berry – November 2007

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike + nest
White-winged Triller*
Rufous Whistler*
Olive-backed Oriole + nest
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Common Myna
Mistletoebird
Red-browed Finch

Bob ASHFORD

A Fan-tailed Cuckoo was trilling nearby verbally jousting with the rising whistle of a Shining
Bronze-cuckoo. They were certainly a threat. But even closer was a rather long Redbellied Black Snake sunning itself in casual loops over a tangle of fallen branches close to
the creek that runs just behind our house. It, I decided, was the cause of all the
commotion. I was wrong.
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Crossing the creek is a small bridge and underneath, hanging from a thin green creeper,
was a nest, a small oval bundle of leaves, grass and twigs. You could easily miss it unless
you were specifically looking for it. And something was. Not the snake or the cuckoos but
three sneaky little brown birds, Large-billed Scrubwrens, one of which was carrying grass
in its beak. Attacking them was a close relative, a larger and very indignant Yellowthroated Scrubwren.
Both birds are regulars round our bit of rainforest but the Yellow-throated is a real damp
gully skulker. Occasionally I see it but mostly I only hear it. This one, however, was highly
visible sporting a bright lemon-yellow throat and a black Zorro-like mask. It was a male and
a feisty fighter giving the Large-billed Scrubwrens a right scalding. What was going on?
It was a takeover attempt. Large-billed Scrubwrens regularly attempt to seize ownership of
a Yellow-throated Scrubwren’s nest. If successful they will lay a fresh lining over the
original eggs and raise their own brood on top of them. Occasionally a truce is declared
and I believe there are records of both species sharing the same bundle of leaves, grass
and twigs with two separate nesting chambers.
Surrounding the Scrubwrens was a noisy rabble of Superb Blue Wrens, Lewin’s
Honeyeaters, Rufous and Grey Fantails, Yellow Robins and more close relatives, a pair of
White-browed Scrubwrens who showed not the slightest interest in helping their cousin. It
seemed the Large-billed Scrubwrens were about to score a try but the Yellow-billed was
having none of it. Size and sheer energy triumphed and he deservedly won the day. The
crowd dispersed.
A couple of days later I was standing on the mud flats at Shoalhaven Heads watching a
pair of Pied Oystercatchers streak over the sand, ‘peep,peep,peeping’ furiously, to evict
another intruding Oystercatcher from their territory. With me was Rex Worrell, a highly
respected Parks and Wildlife volunteer who, for the past eleven years, has been keeping
an eye the Oystercatchers. “It’s probably last year’s chick they’re kicking out” he said.
What is it with families and relatives in the bird world? Though I confess a sneaking
admiration of the Oystercatchers in pushing their prodigy out in to the big wide world to
look after itself!
Rex regularly surveys the birdlife of Shoalhaven Heads and each spring fences off part of
the beach to allow the Oystercatchers to breed. Once they have nested he surrounds the
nest with another electrified netting fence and checks them every day.
It’s a constant battle against marauding Silver Gulls, Ravens and Magpies all attempting to
steal the eggs and the chicks. Foxes try to dig under and through the fence and in eleven
years only three chicks have made it through to adulthood.
Often the biggest challenge is humans and their dogs. Most follow the Parks and Wildlife
guidelines and share the shoreline keeping well away from the fenced areas. But not all
and big lumbering dogs cause havoc and death.
As a crowd of young energetic cyclists approached Rex took up his position at the fence
line gently guiding the kids away from the Oystercatcher’s nest. Then he called out to the
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Oystercatchers. In they came, the male casually ‘bombing’ Rex who told him to behave
himself. The female landed and slowly walked past Rex and settled on the nest. As Rex
walked round her checking the fence he chatted to her and she preened her feathers.
Making a home, raising the kids, dealing with the relatives can be tough and sometimes
having a friend you can rely on makes all the difference.

BIRD CALLS of the GREATER SYDNEY REGION

Mike MORPHETT

“Nature offers beauty to ears as well as eyes, but less abundantly. A world without pleasant sounds might be
almost as drab and depressing as a world without pleasing sights…Birds are nature’s chief musicians,
producing by far the greater part of its audible beauty…The tropics, with only one-third of Earth’s land
surface, contains about half of its highly musical species…Song, the highest, most complex, and most
carefully controlled manifestation of voice is an art virtually confined to birds and humans…Song is very
unequally developed among the families of birds…The flexibility of songbirds’ voices enables them to
express a wide range of emotions…We admire the range and fluency of the mimic’s voice more than his
taste; he entertains, and challenges us to test our own bird lore by identifying the originals of his copies. It is
evidence that birds take an alert interest in the sounds they hear, including many that appear to be wholly
unrelated to their basic vital needs. In addition to the high aesthetic value of bird song, it might be said to
have moral value. Birds often settle their disputes by their voices instead of by fighting. One method is
countersinging.”

The above extracts are from Origins of Nature’s Beauty (1992) written by Alexander F. Skutch, an
American ornithologist and natural history philosopher, who died four years ago one week short of
his 100th birthday; much of his work was carried out in Costa Rica. My recent reading of this book
dovetailed with my attendance last weekend (18 & 19 October), along with 16 others, of a BASNA
course titled Bird Calls of the Greater Sydney Region and run by Fred van Gessel. In his Saturday
afternoon talk at the Discovery Centre, Newington Armory, he played just a fraction of the quarter
of a million-plus recordings he has made, with particular reference to the cuckoo, corvid, flycatcher,
wren and honeyeater families. He also featured the accomplished mimicry of the Chestnut-rumped
Heathwren, a species not unfamiliar to him in his local patch of Brisbane Water National Park. He
spoke of the vast number of elements, up to 1000 in some cases, that can make up the song
repertoire of an individual species and that elements from various species could be interwoven into
music. I immediately thought of the French composer, Olivier Messiaen, whose Little Sketches of
Birds and Catalogue of Birds I find is an acquired taste. I took the advantage of buying two more of
Fred’s CDs ($20 each) to complete his series of four under the same heading. I regard such
resource as an invaluable complement to my various observation field guides for the identification
and knowledge of birds.
The following morning required a very early start for the 120 km journey to Mitchell Park, part of
Cattai National Park, for a field excursion set for 0730. Around my home I tuned in to pre-dawn
calls of the Channel-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Koel and Australian Magpie while breakfasting, and the
Common Myna when hitting the main road. Fog lay quite thickly along stretches of the Northern
Road before the sun took over, raising the temperature to 33°C in the Windsor area during the
course of the day. I wish I’d had time to stop to photograph a pair of Black Swans silhouetted in the
mist hanging over a pond in a roadside paddock.
After the good winter rains the vegetation in Mitchell Park looked quite lush, which may explain the
abundance of vocal Scarlet Honeyeaters with their ‘tiddly-tiddly’ (Fred’s gloss) calls. Pizzey likens
the voice to a ‘falling leaf’ while Slater describes it as ‘plid-o-willy-erk’. In the classroom Fred had
said we each have our own perception and interpretation of bird song and calls and we should use
our own mnemonic aid. Just as common were Golden and Rufous Whistlers. A pair of male
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goldens took their border dispute a little further than Skutch’s counter-singing by tumbling down to
the understorey in a brief clinch. Much activity accompanied the dawn chorus and we quickly ticked
off different species. During the morning Fred drew our attention to differences between bird song
and calls within some individual species, like the Silvereye, and interspecific comparisons, notably
the Superb Blue and Variegated Wrens, together with plumage and tail-length characteristics. Also
we noted the different alarm calls made by Australian Ravens, Noisy Friarbirds and Noisy Miners,
announcing the presence of a raptor; at intervals we observed a young White-bellied Sea-Eagle,
Australian Hobby and Grey Goshawk. For me the highlight was my first clear view of a male
Cicadabird, so often heard but not seen, issuing its Cicadidae-like buzzing call. The purposeful
movements of some species also grabbed our attention, especially the contrasting foraging
methods of the Varied Sittella and White-throated Treecreeper and nest-making by a pair of Brown
Gerygones and two pairs of Sacred Kingfishers. Whilst we missed out on mimicry, in all we
recorded just over 60 bird species in the time before and during lunch; proof of the benefits that
can be gained from surveying a location like Mitchell Park and from an early morning visit, and
having an expert like Fred van Gessel as guide.

Regent Honeyeater Project

Tiffany Mason, Project Officer

Final part of the article written for Cumberland Bird Observers Club

As yet, we have no record of Regent Honeyeaters using the planting sites, but Mugga Ironbarks,
Eucalyptus sideroxylon, a favourite foraging species of the bird, have flowered on two sites when
the trees had been only 3 or 4 years in the ground. A similar project (re-establishing box-ironbark
woodlands on cleared land) has been running in the Lurg Hills, Victoria for as long as the Capertee
Valley events. In Lurg, they have replanted a phenomenal 800 hectares and have seen the return of
many birds to the area, including threatened species like the Grey-crowned Babbler and, yes, they
have a record of a Regent in one of their planting sites.
Thanks to the Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment Management Authority, we now have a GIS layer of
all the sites planted to the end of 2007, an invaluable aid to the planning of future plantings as it
gives a clear picture of those patches of vegetation that could be linked to provide more
opportunities for dispersal by all wildlife and makes glaringly obvious those areas yet to be
despoiled by trees!
The next planting in the valley will be on the first weekend of May, the 3rd & 4th, and by a strange
co-incidence, it will be on the same property that hosted one of the very first Regent Honeyeater
plantings on Crown Station Road. The CBOC has a long history with the project, both at the treeplanting events (organisers and volunteers) and by conducting the annual census in September, and
we hope it continues that way. So come and spend a fabulous weekend in the spectacular Capertee
Valley, boost your 2008 bird list, get rid of your old milk cartons and perhaps even consider putting
a little something back for the birds…go on, plant a tree or two!
Thanks to Jane Miller, Iain Paterson & Dick Turner for providing invaluable background
information on the early planting
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IMPING

Hunter BOC Newsletter June-July 2008, from the Sydney Morning Herald 23.2.2008
With six sets of Wedge-tailed Eagle wings, Gillian Hogendyk’s chest freezer is a spare
parts shop for Australia’s greatest bird of prey. ‘I keep them all in different sizes for
different birds,’ Mrs Hogendyk said. At her home in Warren NSW there are also the
frozen wings of other hunting birds such as Brown Goshawk, Boobook Owl and
Whistling Kite.
Mrs Hogendyk – a vet and a volunteer with the wildlife rescue group WIRES – has
become an eagle wing mechanic skilled in the ancient art of ‘imping’: Whereby
feathers from dead birds help injured ones to fly again. Armed with her spare parts, a
knife, a drill, a wooden kebab skewer and Araldite, she can return an injured wedgetail to the wing in a flash.
Most of this has been done on wedge-tails, but Mrs Hogendyk has also fixed kites and
falcons and has used wedge-tailed feathers to repair the wing of a sea eagle.
Imping is very important for birds of prey because it reduces immensely the amount
of time the birds have to be kept in care before regaining the precision flying skills
needed to hunt. You do the operations one day and release them the next.
The flight feathers are the last ten on each wing and Mrs Hogendyk cuts the wings
from dead birds at what is ‘effectively the wrist joint’ for her frozen parts collection.
She says the most common cause of flight feather damage is barbed wire fences.
They are pretty fatal for flight feathers. People turn up from all over the place with a
Wedge-tailed Eagle wrapped up in an old towel or blanket.
If a bird has a damaged flight feather, Mrs Hogendyk gets out her spare parts and
selects a matching feather. The end of the damaged feather is cut off – as is the
matching length of the spare parts feather. Then she uses the drill to clean out the
quill of both feathers, so that the kebab skewer can be inserted and glued to join the
new flight feather to the base of the old damaged feather still on the wing. With
smaller birds it can be done with toothpicks.

BIGnet Meeting Report September 13 and 14 - Chris Brandis
The 34th meeting of the birding groups of NSW and ACT was hosted by the Blue Mountains Bird
Observers Club in the beautiful settings of Leura Gardens of an old the heritage home which over
looked the bush on the edge of Leura. Representatives of 10 clubs, including BOCA, were
attended but some 20 groups receive the minutes and have input.
There were presentations on the use by birds on revegetated sites, the project to be supported by
the Twitchathon, over abundant native and pest species, the Bird Discovery Centre progress, Blue
Mountain hanging swamps, bird and wildlife databases, wildlife rescue, advocacy training and
other matters affecting birders and birding.
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After the Saturday session we checked Evans Point unsuccessfully for Rockwarblers but the
sunset view was spectacular on the huge sandstone cliffs and then we had a delicious Japanese
meal in Leura. On the Sunday morning we had a short birding walk at Narrow Neck but the wind
and rain kept the migrating honeyeaters hugging the heath and then on to the morning session
after breakfast.
These meetings let birding groups see what others are doing, what problems they are facing and
how others are approaching similar problems, current conservation issues and meeting birders
from all over the state. It will be IBOC’s turn to host a meeting, probably in March/April 2010,
hopefully with the birding groups from the Shoalhaven area.

Unusual Records for October 2008

Martin Cocker

A good month for birding with plenty of migrants around and records of breeding activity. The
Spotted Crakes are still in the drain and foreshore of Kanahooka Point together with a Buff-banded
Rail. Some great photos of the Crakes have been taken by Glenniss Wellings that you will
undoubtedly see in the near future. David Winterbottom has seen a Black-tailed Native-hen, in
Fred Finch Park, Berkeley at the same time of the year I first saw this species in Why Juck Bay,
other sightings at that time were at Killalea so keep your eyes open in suitable places. Other
records have been sent in by: Michelle Rower, Fae and Kevin McGregor,Jane Kinsella, Cheryl
Akhurst, Elizabeth Hudson, Danie Ondinea and Jill Molan.
Good Birding, Martin Cocker
Species
Brush-turkey
Brush-turkey
Shelduck
Peaceful Dove
Tawny Frogmouth
Striated Heron
Striated Heron
Striated Heron

No.
1+
Mound
1
2A 5Y
1
Calling
1
1
1
1

Date

Location

Habitat

Observer

24-Sep
02-Oct
26-Sep

Tarrawanna
Uni of Wollongong Campus
Moss Vale

Lantana Thicket
Park

Wal Emery
Penny Potter
Chris Brandis

12-Oct
08-Oct
25-Sep
06-Oct
06-Oct

Keiraville
Figtree
Kanahooka Point
Hooka Creek, Berkeley
Mullet Creek, Brownsville

suburban
nesting
estuarine
tidal creek
tidal creek

Striated Heron

1

07-Oct

Puckey's Lagoon

tidal creek

Striated Heron

1

13-Oct

Puckey's Lagoon

tidal creek

Striated Heron

1

09-Oct

lakeside

1
1
2
Breeding
1
1
1

18-Oct
21-Oct
19-Oct
16-Oct
11-Oct
08-Oct
21-Sep

Joes Bay, Primbee
Purrah Bay/Kanahooka
Point
Little Lake
Barrara
Murray's Beach Jervis Bay
Cecil Hoskins Reserve
Fox Ground
Bulli

Robyn Wilson
Peter Fackender
Lorraine Pincus
Lorraine Pincus
Lorraine Pincus
David
Winterbottom
David
Winterbottom
Lorraine
Pincus'

lakeshore
Estuarine
Estuarine
Bush
swamp
rural
overhead

Martin Cocker
Lorraine Pincus
Sheila Emery
Michelle Rower
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
Mike Morphett

Striated Heron
Striated Heron
Eastern Osprey
Whistling Kite
Brown Goshawk
Brown Goshawk
Brown Goshawk
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Swamp Harrier
Swamp Harrier
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1
1
1
1
1
1
1

11-Oct
07-Oct
28-Sep
08-Oct
20-Oct
20-Oct
05-Oct

Bellawongarah
Mt. Ousley
Brownsville
Ooarree Creek, Gerroa
Ooarree Creek, Gerroa
Kanahoooka, over Hway
Kanahoooka, over Hway
Lake Yarrunga Kangaroo
Valley
Bellawongarah

Paddock/rainforest
Forest
overhead
swamp
swamp
swampside
swampside

Bob Ashford
Joan Zealey
Peter Fackender
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
Martin Cocker

1 Ist Yr.
2

14-Oct
11-Oct

overhead
Paddock/rainforest
woodland
overhead

18-Oct

East Corrimal
Bomaderry
Purrah Bay/Kanahooka
Point

Lorraine Pincus
Bob Ashford
David
Winterbottom
Bob Ashford

Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon

1
1

09-Oct
17-Oct

Buff-banded Rail

1

Reedbeds

Spotted Crake
Black-tailed
Native-hen

2

October

Purrah Bay, Kanahooka
Point

Lakeside drain

1
Pair
+chick

30-Sep

Fred Finch Park

Channelside

10-Oct

Racecourse Beach Ulladulla

1
1
4
2

24-Sep
22-Sep
06-Oct
06-Oct

Berry
Regal Heights Albion Park
Mullet Creek, Brownsville
Berkeley Boat Harbour

Beach
Kangaroo Valley
Road
school grounds
tidal creek
Lakeside

Azure Kingfisher

1

11-Oct

tidal creek

Azure Kingfisher
Azure Kingfisher
Azure Kingfisher
Southern EmuWren
Chestnut-rumped
Heathwren
White-plumed
Honeyeater
Scarlet Honeyeater
Logrunner
Logrunner
Logrunner
White-winged
Triller
White-winged
Triller

2
1
1

14-Oct
21-Sep
19-Oct

Crooked River Gerroa
Lake Yarrunga Kangaroo
Valley
Minnamurra River
Barrara

Bob Ashford
Bruce Coyte
Lorraine Pincus
Lorraine Pincus
Martin &
Penny Potter

lakeside
tidal creek
Creekside

Lorraine Pincus
Lorraine Pincus
Sheila Emery

1

16-Oct

Murray's Beach Jervis Bay

Bush

Michelle Rower

Breeding

16-Oct

Murray's Beach Jervis Bay

Bush

Michelle Rower

2
1
1m, 1f
1
1

12-Oct
10-Oct
27-Sep
22-Sep
29-Sep

Kanahooka Point
Regal Heights Albion Park
Balgownie
Bellawongarah
Bellawongarah

parkland
Bottlebrush
Lantana Thicket
Paddock/rainforest
Paddock/rainforest

1

04-Oct

regrowth

1

28-Sep

Parkland

Michelle Rower

2
1

06-Oct
16-Oct

Tom Thumb Tip
Croome Road, Albion Park
Rail
Illawarra SCA Excelsior
Mine
Murray's Beach Jervis Bay

Martin Cocker
Bruce Coyte
Wal Emery
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
David
Winterbottom

Forest
Bush

Mike Morphett
Michelle Rower

Wedge-tailed Eagle
Wedge-tailed Eagle

Hooded Plover
Painted buttonquail
Swift Parrot
Azure Kingfisher
Azure Kingfisher

Crested Shrike-tit
Leaden Flycatcher

Martin Cocker
Lorraine
Pincus/Glennis
Wellings
David
Winterbottom
Martin &
Penny Potter

Please send in your sightings to cocker@speedlink.com.au and don’t forget that these lists are on our website
www.iboc.org.au
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The Newsletter of the ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB INC.
POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 56 FAIRY MEADOW, N.S.W. 2519
http://www.iboc.org.au/
Founded in 1977
Club’s Aim: To join together people with a common interest who wish to further their
knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them.
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Hooded Plovers – Photo Charles Dove

The Editor and the Committee wish all members and friends a merry Christmas and
a happy New Year. ‘For unto us a child is born..…’

Page 1 of 10

Issue No. 321

December 2008

Christmas BarBQ Saturday 6th December 4pm at Byarong Park, Mt Kiera Road, opposite the Archery
club. Sausages and onions provided. Bring other goodies to eat and share around
CLUB MEETING Monday 8th December 2008 - 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall - Mad
Hatters Christmas Party. Wear a mad hat (sane hats also permitted, ,just) an evening of quizzes, games,
items and raffles, so bring your cash, some Christmas fare, and a cup for supper.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING Tuesday 18th January, 2009 at 7.30pm at Betty Hudson’s home 1
Drualla Road, Jamberoo. Phone 4284 2051 (This initial meeting will be simply for the Committee)
FEBRUARY 2009 NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Thursday 21st
January 2009. Please don’t leave your contributions to the last minute! Submit them by email to the editor:
cashman5@bigpond.com. or post them to 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10. Please pay
Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.

President’s Report For 2007-2008
It is a pleasure to provide a report on the activities
of the Illawarra Bird Observers Club last year.
The club has continued to provide an excellent
program of field trips, camps and monthly
presentations. Betty Hudson has taken a proactive
role in maintaining an effective bird program
assisted by other members. The committee has
recognized the importance of providing a varied
program to ensure that field trips appeal to the
majority of members. Field trips help members
learn about the environment and how it affects the
birds of the Illawarra. They are also important
social and conservation activities.
What activities did the club implement last year
that raised the profile of the club in the Illawarra
and NSW? The Illawarra Mutual Building Society
has sponsored the club enabling it to produce a
birding brochure of the Illawarra. The brochure
will be distributed to all tourist information centers
in the area for use by visitors. Penny Potter is to
be congratulated on obtaining the sponsorship. The
brochure will profile many bird locations enabling
visitors to access hot spots for bird watching.
The Mt Keira Scout camp continues to develop
their birding program at the camp. Kevin
MacGregor has been working with the group to
create a bird hide and education centre to enable
the scouts to learn more about their environment.
Other resources have been provided by club
members such as binoculars and photographs.
During the year John Cashman, Penny Potter and
Val Dolan did a great job editing and publishing
our newsletter. Thanks also to Norma Almond and
Peg McKinlay who helped to send it out. The
website continues to expand thanks to the expertise
of Chris Cartledge who has developed a
professional website to promote the club activities
to the public and members.
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Martin Cocker has managed the unusual sightings
data base a valuable resource for the club,
recording members’ sightings each month.. Thank
you Martin for providing this service in this region.
The Lake Illawarra bird survey is being
coordinated by Chris Brandis who is currently
monitoring the Little Terns at Windang in
partnership with National Parks mad Wildlife.
Chris is also the club’s representative at BIGNET,
a network of interested birdwatchers in NSW.
Special thanks for his support and commitment.
Much of our activities are carried out by keen
members who are not on the committee but make a
huge contribution to the success of the club. My
special thanks to these many unnamed helpers as
well as those I have named.
The committee has worked effectively together to
ensure the club continues to provide a variety of
activities for members. A club can only be
successful if it is financial secure and has active
members. Bronwyn Wilson continues to do a great
job as Treasurer. Thank you Bronwyn.
The committee has approved an increase in fees for
2009. The increase will be $5 per membership and
will enable the club to purchase more audio
resources for our monthly meetings.
The club has affiliated with the Bird Observers
Conservation Association to promote the club’s
activities. The club will now obtain insurance
cover under BOCA saving the club a considerable
amount of money each year.
Finally I thank everyone who assisted me over the
last year. I will not stand for President this year,
but I have enjoyed working with the committee,
and I look forward to working with the new
President and committee.
Thank you, Roger Bogaert.
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AGM 2008
Previous President, Kevin McGregor conducted the elections with precise aplomb. Elected were:
President:
Martin Cocker
Vice-President Lorraine Pincus
Secretary:
Betty Hudson
Treasurer:
Bronwyn Wilson
Committee:
Anne Cousins, Jill Molan, Penny Potter and Tom Wylie
Numerous members were appointed or volunteered for other positions, namely Activities Officer Betty Hudson, Badge Officer Neil Wheway, IBOC Representative and Public Officer
Chris Brandis, Librarian Anne Cousins, Hall Manager Tom Wylie Editor John Cashman, Noticeboard
Officer Martin Potter, Records Officer Martin Cocker, Supper Supervisor Betty Hudson, Webmaster,
Chris Cartledge, Official Bouncers and Small Beastie Extractors Neil Wheway and Tom Wylie (The editor
has poor hearing, but he thinks he heard this last appointment correctly )

Finances
Treasurer Bronwyn Wilson presented the Financial report for July 2007 to June 2008. In summary Income
was $5,021.00 (Largest items were Subscriptions $2,510 00 and IMB Grant $2,000) while Expenditure was
$3,637.97 (Large items were Postage/Envelopes $737.50, Stationary/Printing $486.70, Rent - Hall & PO
Box $565.00, Insurance $700.00, Equipment $315.05.) The Opening Balance in July, 2007 was $2,226.80
and the Closing Balance in June, 2008 was $3,609.83. As well, over the year our Term Deposit increased
from $1,699.26 to $1,796.54.

The President
Roger Bogaert has served the club as President for
the last three years. Avoiding excess words, he
chaired club meetings with precision and direction.
Likewise at the Committee Meetings, while
allowing ample discussion he brought the more
loquacious members back to the point at issue.
And rather than just discussing items he
encouraged all both to make decisions and to find
ways to implement them.

Roger has always encouraged us to make the
club’s various activities relevant and educational as
well as informative and entertaining. He called us
to explore different ways to make the club
appealing to members and to the community. He
has been very supportive too. Roger, our thanks to
you for your Presidency. Well done Sir!

"Big Dead Ducks: giant extinct Australian birds" Oct meeting - Lyndall Dawson
Lyn's interest in the extinction of Australia's
marsupial megafauna led unexpectedly to an
interest in the extinct giant birds from Australia
and the rest of the world. A famous fossil bone
from Wellington Caves in NSW, discovered in
1830, was so big it was thought then to be from an
elephant. It wasn't till over 150 years later that it
was finally identified as part of a huge bird, one of
a totally extinct group, the dromornithids, or
mihirungs, that only occurred in Australia. About
8 species are now known. Most became extinct by
about 5 million years ago, but the smallest known
species, Genyornis newtoni, survived in eastern
Australia until about 30,000 years ago. What sort
of birds were dromornithids? First of all, most
were huge, among the largest birds to ever have
lived, with the biggest species, Dromornis stirtoni
possibly weighing 500 kg. Of course, they were
flightless, so it was initially assumed that they
were related to the ratites, the group of birds that
includes the emu, ostrich, kiwis and moas of New
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Zealand, and the elephant bird from Madagascar.
But the discovery of well preserved skulls of
dromornithids from the Northern Territory
showed they were not close to the ratites, but
indicated that their closest relatives in the living
fauna are in the Order Anseriformes, the ducks,
geese and screamers. In fact they were most like
giant geese, heavy bodied, with thick limbs, short
'toes', and stout beaks. Their skulls also
distinguished them from another group of giant
extinct birds, the phorusrachids, or Terror Birds of
South America. These birds were carnivores and
scavengers, possibly eating mainly rodents. They
flourished in South America during the Miocene
period, becoming extinct there about 5 million
years ago. Although it has been a matter of some
debate, it seems that dromornithids were not
ferocious carnivores, but rather vegetarians with
relatively narrow food preferences. They lacked a
sharp hooked beak and clawed talons that would
be expected if they were predators, and their

Issue No. 321

December 2008

heavy limbs suggest that they were not fast
runners. Analysis of the carbon in their fossil egg
shells has suggested that they specialised in
herbaceous plants, reeds and grasses. Unlike the
emu, that eats a wide range of plants and insects,
they may have required higher quality food, and
this may explain in part, why they (the
dromornithids) all became extinct while emus
survived to this day. There are many theories as to
why these giant birds became extinct. The last

survivor in Australia, Genyornis, may have
succumbed to aboriginal hunters, or may have
been unable to adapt to changing vegetation
caused by aboriginal fire practices. The debate
continues. Perhaps one day we will find the
'Rosetta Stone' - a fossil that helps us put all the
pieces of the puzzle together. But one thing's for
sure - we won't spot one of these 'ducks' on any of
our walks with the IBOC!

Wallaga Lake Camp
First Impressions
Jann & Ross Gowans
Finally, it seemed that the planets aligned properly
to allow Ross and me to arrange our schedules to
attend our first IBOC camp! We arrived safely on
Saturday afternoon with our new-to-us Kamparoo
pop-top camper and quickly slipped into the
rhythm of the camp. Our first bird walk on Sunday
found me reaching for tissues more frequently than
my binoculars, but nevertheless, it was very
exciting to see a nesting Hooded Plover and a
perched Black-shouldered Kite (who sat patiently
for awhile but not long enough for the crack
photographers to see him).
Whistling Kites
seemed abundant and a sea eagle soared overhead
highlighting the difficulties the Hooded Plovers
would face in protecting their chicks. During our
stay we visited numerous different habitats from
the beach, coastal lagoons and lakes to several
different forest environments. Not only did we see
numerous birds (and heard many more), we also
saw a wide variety of wild-life including wallabies,
kangaroos, an echidna, goannas and masses of
rabbits at the campground. One goanna made both
a nuisance and fantastic photo op for itself by
begging food at the picnic area at Mumbulla Falls
(more of a trickle). We continued to learn more
about identifying birds from their calls, appearance
and behaviour, especially regarding the cuckoos.
Tuesday felt a bit like ‘Where’s Wally’,
particularly with the fan-tailed cuckoos calling
right along the path. Thankfully, Joan spotted one
in the thick forest. Perhaps rivaling the pink/rose
robin identification controversy was the

Other Impressions
Sylvia & Tony Loader

appearance in Bermagui of a pair of white-rumped
brown-breasted waders or greater white tits out of
season. We really enjoyed the camaraderie and
fun of the camp, picked up some ideas to enhance
our camp set-up (thanks Neil and Tera!) and had a
wonderful time.
Thanks to Betty for her
organization, not only of the camp, but keeping
track of endless bird lists and to everyone for their
great company. We look forward to our next
camp!

Terry & Mark Edwell
We thoroughly enjoyed our first Bird camp. We
stayed in a little self contained cottage overlooking
Wallaga Lake (the only way to camp!) There were
many highlights during the week We enjoyed
sitting in a big circle around the campfire and
discussing the day’s sightings -the trips way out in
the bush to places we would never have been able
to see - the dinner outing - Happy hour each night the goannas that came out of the bush to scavenge
food right under our feet - The last day we went to
Merimbulla with Charlie and Janina. We walked
around the lake on a board walk and saw many
Rufus Whistlers while bell birds chimed all the
way. Charlie took a great picture of an Osprey Neil and Tera were wonderful and took us in their
4WD each journey - Betty did a marvelous job
mapping our trips and leading the way. Thanks to
all who organised things. It was a great way to get
to know our fellow Birdos, see plenty of birds and
enjoy a great holiday

Charles & Janina Dove

Tony and I really enjoyed our second camp.
Sincere thanks to members continuously spotting
and identifying birds. We’ll endeavour to
remember some of them ! The happy and friendly
atmosphere of the week was fantastic, with lots of
laughter. As usual Betty’s organization and
planning was exceptional. Thank you Betty !
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Janina and I enjoyed the many happy occasions
that arose on the trip, Janina was particularly
thankful that all the walks happened to have the
benefits of a convenient place to relieve oneself
instead of going behind a tree. I enjoyed the many
sightings of birds from all different species as well
the many splendid views and animals encountered
during our walks, goannas, echidnas, whales etc
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and the many floral wonders that abounded in the
forests.
Great walks, Great people, Great Happy Hours,
Great surroundings. What more do you need.

then, the winding road around the mountain. On to
the picnic area for morning tea and the final part of
the journey, over the Wadbilliga River causeway
for lunch.
The red belly black snake by the water, the lace
monitor in the tree and of course, the Golden
Whistler in full sun, the Black-faced Monarch (a
first for me) and the near ‘adventure’ with the large
grey kangaroo on the way home. A wonderful
day, now in my memory - thanks Betty!

Alan & Anne Cousins

We saw more than birds at camp!

Barbara & Brian Hales
This was another terrific camp, members spotting
140+ different species of birds in a location being
as close to perfect as you could wish for. We added
a newbie to our list: the Hooded Plover, viewed
from just a few metres away. Lots of raptors were
seen including the majestic White-bellied Sea
Eagles often with no need for binocs. Spotting
echidnas, long-necked turtle, lace monitors, roos,
wallabies, snakes, scenery and flowering plants
added to our enjoyment. Words don’t adequately
describe the high we got watching the magnificent
whales as they made their way south along the
coast, so easy to see off the headland in Bermagui.
Of course it is the people attending camp that
really make it so successful. Dinner at the Country
Club was good, lunch at Tilba pub was good, and
fish n chips at the wharf were good. Our thanks go
especially to Betty for her unwavering dedication
to our camps, to Dr. Neil and Nurse Tom for
sharing their life-saving talents, to Tony and Sylvia
for offering to help the nearly homeless, to David
and Sylvia for dragging us into those coffee shops
and to everyone else in camp for providing us with
side splitting laughter for the week. Hope you can
all make it to Burrinjuck

Chris. Cartledge
The highlight for me was the day we spent in the
Wadbilliga National Park. The drive through
Cobargo and Yowrie, the stop in the cow paddock
by the creek for our first look at the locals and

Another great camp with a high number of
attendees - the word must be spreading. The walks
were really good as usual and the surroundings
"MAGIC". Anne is still talking about her close
encounter with that big brown snake! The days
were kind to us weather wise and lots of different
bird species seen. We enjoyed the "Happy Hour"
and "Campfire" which most people attended each
evening as a high sense of camaraderie existed.
On the bird front, which we went to camp to see,
the Whistling Kites were numerous and the sound
of the bell birds is still ringing in our ears. Thanks
again Betty.

Neil Wheway – Ticked Off
In recent years we have had accidents at camp,
slipping and tripping causing a sore back and a
broken limb. However these pale in significance to
this year's emergency. While at the Country Club,
my soup course was interrupted by a member in
great distress. It appeared that a Wee Beastie was
gnawing away in a delicate areaof his anatomy .I
approached a club official for some surgical
instruments and we were joined by the Wee
Beastie inspector. A pair of tweezers were found.
We suggested that barbeque tongs and a filleting
knife might be needed if an amputation was
necessary, At this point the patient collapsed. He
quickly recovered but was in great pain. The Wee
Beastie inspector assisted with the procedure by
holding him down and in due course the Beastie
was removed. After leaving the gents cum
operating theatre we three triumphantly rejoined
the party to sustained cheers. I should mention that
the club official offered her services as a nurse but
we declined because she was laughing too much.
Later she announced over the club PA system that
the operation was a great success. So, now should I
forward
this
report
to
the
Lancet?
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Report on Wallaga Lake Camp- 25 October to 1 November - 2008 Betty Hudson
34 members of IBOC enjoyed a week of good
birding at Regatta Point Holiday Park, Wallaga
Lake, Arriving on a cold showery afternoon the
advance party soon settled in, started checking the
local birds and potential walks. And by Saturday
the weather was fine and warm.
The early arrivals visited Akolele, a settlement
over Wallaga Lake Bridge, where Scarlet
Honeyeaters, and a Wonga Pigeon were seen , as
well as a Superb Fairy-wren with a nest in dense
grass. This was the first of many nesting birds that
were seen during the week.
On a fine but windy Sunday morning a walk to the
entrance of Wallaga Lake via the board walk and
headland added a Black-shouldered Kite which sat
in the top of a tree letting the budding
photographers snap away. At the headland, we saw
a pair of Masked Lapwings chasing a Whistling
Kite away. Pied & Sooty Oystercatchers, Redcapped Plovers, Bar-tailed Godwits & Red-necked
Stints were seen on the near shore. On the sand
bank that has built up over the entrance, a pair of
Hooded Plovers were nesting in the protected area.
Although windy this was a great morning to start
camp, with many members seeing Hooded Plovers
for the first time. A short afternoon walk in the
forest behind the coastal dunes to Camel Rock
added an Emerald Dove, and an Eastern Reef
Egret, & the remains of a Shy Albatross and a
Wedge-tail Shearwater were found on the beach.
As we returned a white phase, Grey Goshawk flew
overhead.
Monday saw the first long excursion: to Mimosa
Rocks N.P. near Tathra. After crossing a
succession of narrow wooden bridges we found the
track to Middle Inlet picnic area. A cool sea breeze
stirred the trees as we set off to explore the camp
ground and picnic area with a small dam. As usual
the Eastern Whipbird was one of the first calls
heard. These birds were found throughout the area.
The chorus of Bell Miners almost drowned out the
smaller calls, but a number of good sightings were
made including both Golden & Rufous Whistlers.
With the morning warming up, morning tea in the
shade was appreciated before we made our way
along the track to the entrance to the inlet. Black
Swans monopolised the lagoon with Chestnut Teal
& an Eastern Great Egret, as well as Little Pied &
Little Black Cormorants and a Great Cormorant.
Continuing on we stopped to check the
whereabouts of a Red-capped Plover’s nest before
walking over a small sand dune alongside the dry
entrance channel. On cautiously checking over the
dune, we found that a pair of Hooded Plovers had
decided to nest right in front of us, some way from

the marked and protected nesting area, and
extremely vulnerable to big seas – a wonderful
photo opportunity for all. We checked the Redcapped Plovers nest, before proceeding along the
beach, where Hooded Plovers were again seen but
in the protected area, where the nests were
protected by wire netting to prevent avian
predators and foxes etc.
It was decided to go on to Mumbulla Falls in the
inland section of the park for lunch. A drive along
forest roads brought us to the falls picnic area..
Opening car doors everyone exclaimed at the heat the sea breeze had masked this earlier. After lunch
at the delightful picnic area, we followed graded
paths to look down on the falls, which despite the
low rainfall had a small flow. On the way we had a
sighting of a robin, which caused much discussion.
Was it rose or was it scarlet? The consensus was a
Rose Robin. This was confirmed the next day
when 3 members returned and found it again. As
the heat was building we left for camp by a
different track with some cars stopping at
Barragoota Lake, being rewarded with a good list
of waterbirds and raptors, including the Musk
Duck, Intermediate Egret, and Collared
Sparrowhawk.
Tuesday and the weather was cool and overcast for
our visit to Bermagui Nature Reserve. Parking by
the track we walked along a less used trail into the
reserve. Birds were scarce at first then a small
pocket of denser vegetation was found with many
calls, a fine spot for morning tea. Moving on again
birds were scare and only one further bird friendly
area was found, where Wonga Pigeon, Shining
Bronze-Cuckoo, & Fan-tailed Cuckoo were heard
as well as Sacred Kingfisher, Dollarbird, Blackfaced Monarch & White-throated Treecreeper. The
afternoon was spent by all going their own ways.
Many went whale hunting from the headlands and
had good luck getting close views of adults and
calves. Others visited Bermagui Swamp, the
Harbour and the town park. Swamp Harrier,
Australian Figbird and Latham’s Snipe, amongst
others were seen.
Wednesday was a short day as we were to dine at
the Country Club. We parked just off the main
road and walked the 2km along the Bermagui State
Forest Scenic Drive, following a small back water
of the lake to a Picnic Area. Birds were plentiful
with White-naped Honeyeater, Rufous Fantail, and
Black-faced Monarch, being seen amongst others.
A side walk along a rainforest bordered dry creek
produced unexpected results – large ticks! as well
as the Bassian Thrush.
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Thursday was the very long trip to Wadbilliga N.P.
NW of Cobargo (65km each way). Travelling on
bitumen roads we made good time to reach the
Yowrie River, where we continued on gravel
roads. Just before entering the park we stopped in a
paddock along side the river to check the birds,
finding Yellow Robin & Grey Fantail nests. This
small area had water and plenty of bird life
including an elusive Sacred Kingfisher. Moving on
we started the long 300m climb up the ridge on a
narrow track with a steep drop one side down to
the river. Crossing the saddle we changed to the
Wadbilliga River Valley. The forest was still very
dry open forest with little understorey. We now
descended the 300m. As we approached the river
the vegetation thickened with a good understorey.
Suddenly we reached the camp site area, high
above a flowing river– morning tea. Where to look,
birds were everywhere, as were the March flies.
An Azure Kingfisher, and a Cicada Bird were the
highlights here. As it was very hot, and there were
no picnic tables it was decided to move onto the
picnic area at the river crossing 5 km along the
road. Fording the river in a patch of good rainforest
with a dense fern understorey we parked and then
went for a stroll back along the river, first fording
the crossing. As we reached the far side a rustling
was heard- a Red-bellied Black Snake slipped
along the rocks beside the road before heading
bush. Along the road a Rose Robin kept flying
down to feed on something on the road, providing
more photo shots – if you were quick. Many other

birds were seen or heard here including the Bell
Miner, the only Sulphur-crested Cockatoo we saw
and one of the few Pied Currawongs of the trip. A
Brown Quail was flushed into the grass beside the
track where it quickly got lost. A check of the time
saw us reluctantly start the long trip back. Lace
Monitors were seen frequently and a Superb
Lyrebird scuttled across the track at one point tail
up and looking for all the world like a raptor
landing. This was a long but very worthwhile day
out both birding and scenery wise.
Friday was another very hot and windy day, and
our trip to Bodalla State Forest, along the Mt
Dromaderry access track was cut short after
morning tea. We stopped by 2 fords with running
water where birds were plentiful. At the second
ford a large brown snake was seen crossing the
road close to one member. Everyone was then very
wary of getting into the bush to chase bird calls. A
return was made to Tilba Tilba, due to the
increasing strength of the wind,. some enjoying a
second morning tea at the local shops, others
explored different roads in the area, before
returning to camp for lunch and surveying the
problems again caused by the strong N.E.Wind.
The afternoon was spent on our own preferred
walks or whale watching.
A total of 144 birds were seen over the week. A
detailed breakdown of the birds seen on each walk
will be posted on the website.

Bird List - 144 species recorded (For lists of sightings at specific locations, see the club websight)
Brown Quail
Musk Duck
Black Swan
Australian Wood Duck
Grey Teal
Chestnut Teal
Pacific Black Duck
Australasian Grebe
Hardhead
Hoary-headed Grebe
White-headed Pigeon
Spotted Dove
Emerald Dove
Crested Pigeon
Wonga Pigeon
Topknot Pigeon
White-throated Needletail
Wedgetailed Shearwater
Short-tailed Shearwater
Shy Albatross
Australasian Gannet
Australian Darter
Little Pied Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant

Purple Swamphen
Dusky Moorhen
Eurasian Coot
Australian Pied Oystercatcher
Sooty Oystercatcher
Black-winged Stilt
Red-capped Plover
Masked Lapwing
Hooded Plover
Latham's Snipe
Bar-tailed Godwit
Whimbrel
Eastern Curlew
Red-necked Stint
Caspian Tern
Crested Tern
Silver Gull
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Galah
Little Corella
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet
Australian King-Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
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Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin's Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater
Bell Miner
Noisy Miner
Red Wattlebird
Little Wattlebird
Scarlet Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
White-naped Honeyeater
Noisy Friarbird
Eastern Whipbird
Varied Sittella
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Cicadabird
Golden Whistler
Rufous Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Australian Figbird
Olive-backed Oriole
Dusky Woodswallow
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie

Issue No. 321
Australian Pelican
White-necked Heron
Eastern Great Egret
Intermediate Egret
Cattle Egret
White-faced Heron
Eastern Reef Egret
Australian White Ibis
Royal Spoonbill
Straw-necked Ibis
Eastern Osprey
Black-shouldered Kite
Square-tailed Kite
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Whistling Kite
Brown Goshawk
Collared Sparrowhawk
Grey Goshawk
Swamp Harrier
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Nankeen Kestrel
Brown Falcon
Peregrine Falcon

December 2008
Eastern Koel
Channel-billed Cuckoo
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
Pallid Cuckoo
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Powerful Owl
Azure Kingfisher
Laughing Kookaburra
Dollarbird
Sacred Kingfisher
Superb Lyrebird
White-throated Treecreeper
Red-browed Treecreeper
Satin Bowerbird
Superb Fairy-wren
Variegated Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Large-billed Scrubwren
Brown Gerygone
Striated Thornbill
Yellow Thornbill
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
Brown Thornbill

Pied Currawong
Rufous Fantail
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Leaden Flycatcher
Black-faced Monarch
Magpie-Lark
Eastern Yellow Robin
Rose Robin
Australian Reed-Warbler
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Fairy Martin
Tree Martin
Bassian Thrush
Common Blackbird
Common Starling
Common Mynah
Red-browed Finch
House Sparrow
Australasian Pipit
European Goldfinch

Cordeaux Dam - Wednesday 12.11.08
As usual Tom welcomed us at the turn-off into
Cordeaux Dam Road, where arrangements were
made for movements of cars. For the amount of
bush there were only pockets of birds, Brown
Thornbill, Yellow Thornbill, many Yellow-faced
Honeyeaters. We enjoyed the sight and sound of
the Sacred Kingfisher. After reaching the cars we
then drove the rest of the way to the picnic area,
which is a large open area with manicured lawns
and areas for BBQs and picnics. There were large
trees in flower, gardens, bush regenerating areas,
and a wide sweeping view of the water and land
below.
We had another walk before morning tea, and had
plenty to see and hear without moving far. Noisy
Miners chased Noisy Friarbirds who in turn chased
the Pied Currawong. Crimson Rosella, Eastern

Lorraine Pincus
Rosella and Australian King Parrots enjoyed
themselves on the lawns.
The Noisy Miners were constantly nearby during
morning tea, on the ground, as well as above.
Unfortunately Joan received an unwelcome gift.
Morning tea finished, we walked to the dam wall,
the entrance has a grand cement structure about 12
metres high. The water from the spillway roared
way below, while the Welcome Swallows either
rested on the structure or flew closer to the roar.
Some of the group walked further along the wall
and saw a Fairy Martin, while the rest enjoyed the
sunshine. We decided to call it a day with a count
of 40 species. We walked back up the hill to the
cars and where a Common Bronzewing was
spotted quietly feeding in the shade. We could
quite clearly see its colours. Thanks Joan and Tom
for
an
enjoyable
walk.

40 bird species seen
Australian Wood Duck
Pacific Black Duck
Common Bronzewing
Australian Pelican
Masked Lapwing
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo
Galah
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Australian King Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Channel-billed Cuckoo
Fan-tailed Cuckoo (heard)
Laughing Kookaburra

Sacred Kingfisher
White-throated Treecreeper (heard)
Superb Fairywren
White-browed Scrubwren
Yellow Thornbill
Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Little Wattlebird
Red Wattlebird
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New Holland Honeyeater
Noisy Friarbird
Eastern Whipbird
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Grey Shrike-thrush
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Australian Raven
Eastern Yellow Robin
Welcome Swallow
Fairy Martin
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Shoalhaven Heads/ Comerong Island. Saturday,15.11.08
The car park at the end of River Road is the
information centre for the birds observed on the
foreshores of Comerong Island. At 8am the day
was cool and dull with fine misty rain: not good
light to be viewing waders, but 13 keen people
came to try.
At first view Black Swans were in abundance. On
the mud flats one Eastern Curlew stood out from
the many Bar-tailed Godwits and a smaller wader,
we all discussed and viewed and agreed it was a
Red Knot. As we walked further along the shore
the tide had turned and water was starting to run
into low depressions in the sand. There were
signed and fenced off areas for the breeding of
Red-Capped Plovers, Pied Oystercatchers and
Little Terns, all 3 were observed not necessarily on
nests. Red-Capped Plovers were seen running with
a wader their same size 6 Red-necked Stints. Fine
misty rain was intermittent, heavier at times and

Lorraine Pincus.

near 9.30am Betty asked for a vote to call it quits
or go on. Six decided to continue, two stayed on
the mud flats to observe the waders.
The birds in the forest were plentiful, Brown and
Yellow Thornbills, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Brown
Gerygone, Shining Bronze and Fan-tailed Cuckoo.
By the time we reached the beach the rain had
stopped and the day was much brighter. The beach
walk was birdless except for the 12 or so dead
Short-tailed Shearwaters washed in by the tide,
with many more flying on the horizon. The 3
women took a track inland back to the foreshores,
we hadn’t gone far before we met the tide in low
areas, feet a little damp but we added a Pacific
Golden Plover to the list of 57 birds. Back at the
cars we had lunch and all agreed it was a great
walk and were sorry the rain had divided the
group. Thank you Betty for a great walk.

57 bird species seen
Black Swan
Chestnut Teal
White-headed Pigeon
Crested Pigeon
Bar-shouldered Dove (heard)
Short-tailed Shearwater
Australasian Gannet
Little Pied Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Australian Pelican
Eastern Great Egret
White-faced Heron
Straw-necked Ibis
Buff-banded Rail
Australian Pied Oystercatcher
Pacific Golden Plover
Red-capped Plover
Masked Lapwing
Bar-tailed Godwit

Eastern Curlew
Red Knot
Red-necked Stint
Little Tern
Caspian Tern
Crested Tern
Silver Gull
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Galah
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Koel
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo (heard
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Laughing Kookaburra
Dollarbird
Satin Bowerbird
Superb Fairywren
Brown Gerygone
Yellow Thornbill

MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS-NOVEMBER 2008
A short list this month, which may have something
to do with me, as I am rushing to get away on
holidays!! The number of Crake sightings and the
Red-Kneed Dotterel numbers may be telling us
something about what is going on inland although
on a recent trip to Orange I was pleasantly
surprised to see how green the grass and full the
dams and creeks were. On my local patch it is
interesting how the permanent opening of Lake
Illawarra is changing the shorebird feeding areas as
I have never seen so many Bar-tailed Godwits as
regulars to the Kanahooka Point area
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Brown Thornbill
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Little Wattlebird
New Holland Honeyeater
Eastern Whipbird
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Australasian Pipit

Compiled by Martin Cocker

Our records for the year are about the 700 mark so
keep them coming in and I will provide a summary
of the year’s records in the New Year. In the
meantime thanks again for all your contributions it
has been a great start to my first year as Records
Officer. I wish you all a very Happy Christmas
and Prosperous New Year. And of course - Good
Birding!
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Species
Common Tern
Red-capped Plover
Bassian Thrush

December 2008

No.
8
2
1

Date
02-Nov
26-Oct
17-Nov

Location
Black Head Gerroa
Fred Finch Park
Bellawongarah

Pink-eared Duck

1

15-Nov

Emerald Dove
Striated Heron
Striated Heron
Striated Heron
Collared
Sparrowhawk
Swamp Harrier
Buff-banded Rail
Baillon's Crake
Spotted Crake
Red-kneed Dotterel
Brush Cuckoo
Azure Kingfisher
Large-billed
Scrubwren
Scarlet Honeyeater
Crested Shrike-tit
Spangled Drongo
Satin Flycatcher
Rose Robin

1
1
1
1
1

12-Oct
20-Oct
10-Nov
17-Nov
18-Nov

Sheepwash rd/Illawarra
Hway
Balgownie
Puckies Reserve
Puckies Reserve
Puckies Reserve
Woonana East

1
2
1
3
6
1
1
2

15-Nov
08-Nov
07-Nov
07-Nov
07-Nov
16-Nov
07-Nov
17-Nov

Moss Vale
Figtree
Tallawarra Ash Pond
Tallawarra Ash Pond
Tallawarra Ash Pond
Windang
Fred Finch Park
Bellawongarah

Several
2
1
2
1

09-Nov
09-Nov
11-Nov
09-Nov
14-Nov

Habitat
Coastal
mudflat
Rainforest/Open
Paddock
Farm Dam

Observer
Bob Ashford
David Winterbottom
Bob Ashford

Garden
tidal creek
tidal creek
tidal creek
Garden (with prey)

Terry Edwell
David Winterbottom
David Winterbottom
David Winterbottom
Nerida Hudspith

Rural
Creekside
mudflat
mudflat
mudflat
Coastal Scrub
Lake Edge
Rainforest/Open
Paddock
Bulli Old Mine Site
Forest
Bulli Old Mine Site
Forest
Fred Finch Park
Cassurina
Bulli Old Mine Site
Forest
Bundeena, Kangaroo Valley woodland

Bob Ashford

Bob Ashford
Joan Zealey
Chris Brandis
Chris Brandis
Chris Brandis
David Winterbottom
David Winterbottom
Bob Ashford
Roger Truscott
Roger Truscott
David Winterbottom
Roger Truscott
Bob Ashford

Please send in your sightings to cocker@speedlink.com.au and don’t forget that these lists are on our website
www.iboc.org.au
#Ross Armstrong of Grenfell reports they have had good rain and grass. ‘Plenty of parrots. Wish you were
here now !’
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