





strength of the early explorers, especially those men who were there in the Australian
summer.

We drove across the Karumba Plains where Brolgas were grazing with cattle and arrived at
Karumba in time to set up camp & drive to Karumba Point to see the sun set into the Gulf of
Carpentaria and watch the sky change colour in the afterglow. We enjoyed a 2 hour boat trip
on the Norman River seeing the mighty prawn boats at rest and gliding past the mangroves to
see White-breasted Whistlers and other mangrove birds we had seen in Broome and never
thought we’d see again. We went for a trip on the Gulflander train at Normanton, a 2 hour
bumpy trip back in time and some of our group had the chance to play train driver for a short
time. We met a young man from Switzerland who was cycling his way around Australia, he
had travelled 14,000 km in 5 months from Sydney to Melbourne via the Snowy Mountains,
Adelaide, Avers Rock, Darwin and he was on his way to Cairns. Oh, to be as energetic as
him! We camped at Little River on our way east for 2 days and enjoyed some easy bird
watching as it was rather warm there.

We drove from Little River to a lagoon 20 km west of Georgetown, crossing the causeway of
the very wide, sandy and 99% dry Gilbert River and, as it was only a 77 km drive to the
lagoon, we arrived in time for moming tea and decided to stay the night which gave us plenty
of time to have a look around the area. It had been a lovely sunrise with patches of cloud in
the sky but as the day progressed the cloud became heavier and threatened rain. As we drove
into the area, designated as a picnic area, with a large, brick smelter chimney, fenced off and
showing signs of early gold mining, we were welcomed by a large flock of wood-swallows
circling in the air and coming to feed on the red flowers of native Bauhinia trees, before rising
into the air and moving away like a cloud, constantly returning to the trees again. Four
species of wood-swallows were there, Masked, Black-faced, White-browed and
White-breasted all in together, a magnificent sight!

We parked the van near a lagoon, a creek that had been dammed up in earlier times, and sat
nearby to have morning tea and later our lunch, watching the activity on the water and feeling
the magic of it all. About 20 Little Black Cormorants were swimming along in unison diving
in and out of the water similar to the penguins that you see on a TV documentary, sometimes
accompanied by a pelican and at other times by a Little Egret frantically running beside them
on the edge of the water, hoping for some pickings of whatever food they stirred up. Darters
were lazily sitting on posts with their wings stretched out to dry occasionally accompanied by
the brilliant blue and white Forest Kingfisher if there was an empty post. Black-winged Stilts
fed in the shallow water continually disturbing 3 Common Greenshanks and moving them
enough for us to see their white rumps and fanned tails as they settled down to feed again. A
Comb-crested Jacana and Black-fronted Dotterels were busily foraging for food while a pair
of Sarus Cranes wandered along and a Straw-necked Ibis fed on the grass close by. A Great
and an Intermediate Egret fed in a much more stately manner than their smaller cousin, a
Royal Spoonbill used his own style for feeding and a White-necked and White-faced Heron
were there too. Several Magpie Larks fluttered around and our constant companion Wilhe
Wagtail darted here and there.

In the dry grass nearby finches moved about well disguised until they flew to the waters edge
for a drink, Double-barred, Zebra, Masked and our first Black-throated Finches for the trip.
Black and Whistling Kites patrolled the whole area from above. A little further out in the dry
paddocks we saw Sittellas - race Striata - pretty little birds, black and white striped, the male
with a black head and female with her black cap, their yellow beak and legs very prominent,
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while further on the Brown Treecreeper was seen and a Squatter pigeon wandered by in the
grass.

A flock of very yellow thornbills flew in and on closer investigation they proved to be
Yellow-rumped Thornbills so bright against the darker colours of the earth and trees and yet
they very quickly blended into the scene. There was further evidence of mining, even a white
peg announcing a claim as recent as 1985, it made us wonder how many feet had trodden over
this earth before ours, humans, animals and birds - we were such a small part of this whole
scene!

There were 2 man made dams nearby, on one a lonely duck and a solitary waterlily flowering
on the other, obviously this water was of not much interest to the birds but there for the cattle
to drink although they also seemed to prefer the lagoon, some going up to their bellies in the
water. The rain that had threatened all day finally fell about 5 PM and a flock of Crested
Pigeons flew in lying on their side on the earth near the water and holding up a wing to let the
raindrops cool their body then changing their position to the other side. Slowly all the life
around settled down for the night.

Early the following moming the sky was clear, the morning star shone brightly as colour
came into the sky reflecting in the water below. The ducks and grebe that had swum around
the previous day ducking their heads or whole bodies into the water, started to stir and move,
the roosting birds flew back to the lagoon to resume their quest for food, a bustard flew across
the sky, the sun came up and another day had dawned.

Then it was out to Undarra Lava Tubes camping for the last time in the Gulf Savannah &
going on a tour of the lava tubes which were formed 190,000 years ago when Undara Volcano
erupted. Our trip took us then to the Atherton Tablelands - a whole new scene and in such
contrast to where we had been for the last month. We camped in the State Forest beside
Tinaroo Falls Dam by the beautiful rain forest and we watched the full moon rise over the
water. We went on the forest drive to the Cathedral Figtree, its long strangler roots reaching
down to the earth. We saw the Musky Rat Kangaroo feeding nearby, a daytime feeder, in
contrast to the Long-nosed Bandicoot we had seen the night before while we were sitting
around the camp fire.

Laurie and I drove to Irvinebank, west of Atherton, to have a look at the little tin mining town
where my father was born in 1904 when there were 3,000 people living in the area, 4 hotels
and 4 churches and where the children were taught to pray “God bless John Moffat”, the
owner of the mine. Dad lived with his parents at nearby Stannary Hills and we saw photos in
the museum of houses and the railway there in those days. All that is left of Stannary Hills is
an old cemetery but they are still mining tin at Irvinebank and there is one hotel there now
and many less people.

As we drove through the hills from Herberton we marvelled at out forefathers who lived and
worked there at the turn of the century. Tomorrow we drive to Cairns, some of our group will
be leaving us and others from the Bird Club will join us on Saturday for our 3 week trip to
“The Cape” - another exciting adventure. As a group we have seen 306 species of birds so
far, seen some hard and interesting parts of our country and shared wonderful friendship and
deem ourselves very fortunate.

Nola & Laurie Williams.

(11)



Unusual Records for July 1996 Chris J. Chafer Phone: 763 871

Status Species # Date  Location Habitat Observer
R Grey-headed Albatross 1 2377 off Wollongong pelagic AW
R Westland Petrel 1 2877 off Wollongong pelagic PH
R White~-chinned Petrel 1 28/7 off Wollongong pelagic PH
R Brown Booby 1 17/17 Port Kembla harbour DWi
c White—-faced Heron 35+ 7/7 Jamberoo rural GE
U Yellow-billed Spoonbill 4 2977 Comerong Island wetland cIJc
U Australian Shoveller 8 17/7 Tallawarra Ash Pond wetland KM
U Australian Shoveller 3 20/ Swan Lake estuary KM
R Osprey 1 17/7 Tallawarra Ash Pond overhead KM
U Brown Falcon 1 16/7 Swamp Rd., Jamberoo on fence DG
U Grey (white) Goshawk 2 06/7 Marshall Mount rural BK

s Little Eagle 1 07/7 Blackbutt Reserve overhead CB

s Little Eagle 2 08,7 Windang Island overhead JW
R Hooded Plover 2 21/7 Berrara estuary KM
U Black~-fronted Dotterel 1 31/7 TomThumb lagoon wetland GMcC
c Masked Lapwing nest 27/7 Wollongong CBD commercial NMcH
R Glossy Black Cockatoo 1 2077 Cudmirrah forest KM
R Long-billed Corella 9 11/7 Coledale ‘ urban GR
R Red-rumped Parrot 1 1777 Tallawarra Ash Pond rural KM

J Feaceful Dove 2 13/7 Flat Rock (w of Nowra) woodland D¥ir
S White-headed Pigeon 1 01,7 Bulli rainforest RT ~
R Powerful Owl 1 13/2 Bangalee forest DWr
U Azure Kingfisher 1 =/ Currumbeen Creek riparian sp
U Tawny Frogmouth 1 061,/7 Balgownie urban ic
U Tawny Frogmouth 3 07/7 Mt. Cusleyv urban LP
U Southern Emu-wren  few 2277 Puckies Reserve sedgeland DWi
u Southern Emu-wren 5 06/7 Hyams Beach, Jervis Bay heath DWr
S Scarlet Honeyeater 1 21/7 Comerong Island forest sp
U Spotted Quail-thrush 6 2477 Palmer Creek fire trail woodland DWr
MC  Rufous Fantail 1 18/7 Moyean Hill (Berry) forest DWr
S Spangled Drongo 1 23,7 Bass Point forest Sp
U Figbird 7 27/7 Primbee figtree RI

U Green Catbird 1 07/7 Coachwood Park garden Lp
U Common Blackbird 1 31/7 Bellambi Lagoon woodland GB

BB - Graham Barwell; CB - Chris Brandis; CJC - Chris Chafer; DG - Daryl Goldrick; PHa -
Phil Hansbrough; PHz - P.Hazelwood; RI ~ Ron Imisides; AK - Andy Knowlson; GMcC - Gorden
McClutchie; NMcK ~ Neil McKinlay; KM - Kevin Mills; LP - Les Potter; SP - Sue Proust; RT -
Roger Truscot; AW - Alex Watson; DWi - David Winterbottom; DWr - Diana Wright; JW - Joan

Wylie. —

Comment: July was gquite a good month for birding. Davids Booby is a most unusual winter
record, the few Boobies that have made it this far south are all summer records.
Nevertheless the has bird been subsequently observed on several occasions by other
observers in the harbour. The Tallawarra Osprey has now been with us for over two years,
but is there one or two? Tawny Frogmouths have often been reported from foothill gardens
between Kieraville and Bulli over the years, however records from elsewhere are few and
far between. Common Blackbirds may have finally got a foothold on the Illawarra coast.
There have been several reports in recent months from Bellambi and Puckies. Flocking in
White~faced Heron is a periodic event in the Illawarra, probably reflecting breif periods
of over-abundant food supply at specific sites. In July I wrote about the Spangled Drongo.
Since then there have been a number of further records and research has come up with other
sites with other long term repeated observations including Mangerton Park since 1876, Bass
Point and Puckies Reserve since 1984 and Lake Heights since 1986. Could these records be
also of the same individuals as has occurred at Primbee?, I guess we'll never know for
sure. The Rufous Fantail would appear to have overwintered, while the Flat Rock - Bamerang
area is one of the few coastal places where you can find Peaceful Dove. Finally the
Lapwing nest is unusual because it was on a roof top!
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POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 56, FAIRY MEADOW, N.S.W. 2519.

Club Motto. 'One Good Tern Deserves Another"

Issue No. 196 December 1996
PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER EDITOR
Brian Hales Chris Brandis Bronwyn Wilson Robyn Wilson
32 Shearwater Boulevarde 23 The Circuit 8 Wellington Drive 4/18 Smith Street
Albion Park Rail, N.S.W. Shellharbour, N.S.W. Balgownie, N.S.W. Wollongong, N.S.W.
2527 Phone 574431 2529 Phone 962837 2519 Phone 834744 2500 Phone 291184

THE CLUB'S AIM IS TO JOIN TOGETHER PEOPLE WITH A COMMON INTEREST WHO WISH TO
FURTHER THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND ENJOYMENT OF THE BIRDLIFE AROUND THEM

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: FAMILY $20 SINGLE $15 JUNIOR $5

##%x* COMING EVENTS**%*

NEXT MEETING: will be held on Monday, 9™ December, at the Fairy Meadow Community
Centre, comer of Cambridge Avenue and Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow, commencing at
7.30 p.m. This will be our very informal Christmas meeting and members are asked to participate
in the programme, especially in the fashion parade, so dig out those bird related T shirts or ciothing
to be in the running for those special prizes. If you would like to sing, dance, recite, act or entertain
your fellow members in any way contact The Hales for a place in the programme, all offerings
gratefully received, please put on your thinking caps. Please bring a plate of supper to share
afterwards and also your cup or mug.

NEXT FIELD OUTING: takes place Saturday, 7" December, and this year we are going to the
Barren Grounds Reserve meeting in the car park at 4 p.m. Please note that this outing takes
place BEFORE the next meeting. We will do a short walk in the area and then have a
picnic/barbecue, so bring along your eats and drinks and good cheer. This will be followed by a
slide show and hopefully spotlighting after dark with the wardens.
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1996 Annual General Meeting

The AGM was attended by 46 members and Laurie Williams declared all the office bearing positions vacant and
called for nominations for the positions of :-

President . - Brian Hales only - nominated by B Wilson, seconded by H Ward, accepted and carried.
Vice President : - no nominations received.
Secretary : - Chris Brandis only - nominated by H Ward, seconded by B Ward, accepted and carried.

Treasurer : - Bronwyn Wilson only - nominated from the floor by B Gibson, seconded by P McKinlay, accepted and
carried.

Committee members - Horace Ward - nominated from the floor by B Hales, seconded by C Chafer, accepted and
carried. Esme Gay - nominated from the floor by M Eskdale, seconded by O Rodwell, accepted and carried. Robyn
Wilson - nominated from the floor by H Ward, seconded by E Gay, accepted and carried.  Olive Rodwell -
nominated from the floor by P McKinlay, seconded by T Wiley, accepted and carried.

Laurie Williams proposed a vote of thanks to the 1996 Office Bearers for the work carried out over the year and
urged members to actively participate in the running of the Club.

Kevin McGregor conducted the vote for the Special Resolution as stated in the May News Letter that :

5.(¢) be changed from “Family membership carries an entitlement to one vote.” To “Family membership

carries an entitlement to one vote each by up to two members of the family over the age of eighteen years and
recorded in the membership register.” 2 proxies received. Carried 38 for and nil against.

The Financial Statement for the period 1 July 1995 to the 30 June 1996 was tabled by Bronwyn Wilson and copies
are available on request.

November Monthly Meeting

The speaker for the evening was fellow member Joan Zealy who had lived for 3 years in Hawaii and told us of some
of the natural history of the Hawaiian Islands with impeccable pronunciation of the Hawaiian names used. The
Islands are a chain of volcanic mountain peaks that are slowly sinking into the ocean but maintained above sea level
by either volcanic action in the south or by the growth of coral and stretch in a line over about 1500 miles.

Joan described the various types of lava and volcanic formations with the aid of excellent slides with the night shots
very spectacular. The volcanic mountains in the southern main island are so large that they even deflect cyclones
away and create extremes in weather conditions from a desert on one side to lush tropical fern forest on the other
where the rain shapes the land and has even created Hawaii’s own “Grand Canyon”. The high mountains rise into
the jet stream with the occasional snow falling and where observatories monitor the worlds green house gasses.

The arrival of plants and insects on to the bare volcanic rocks were described but how the original birds, that
eventually evolved into a number of species similar to Darwin’s finches of the Galapagos, got to the Islands is still a
mystery. A number of waders regularly migrate to the Islands and a Canada type goose arrived from America and
changed considerably the thousands of years of isolation. Man brought mosquitoes in 1828 that carried avian malaria
which has virtually wiped out the native birds up to 3,000 feet and their places have been taken by the many
introduced species such as Indian Mynas, Spotted Doves and House Sparrows as well as animals such as Cane Toads
and the Indian Mongoose, cattle and goats to put pressure on the fragile environment that had never needed to
develop protection for survival. There are many sea ‘birds, especially away from the bigger inhabited islands,
including the rare Laysan Albatross, and fish abound in the tropical waters making Hawaii a fascinating place to visit
once you are away from the cities and the famous beaches.

The vote of thanks was given by Brian Hales on behalf of us all for an insight into a Hawaii that the travel brochures
do not cover.

Chris Brandis
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The Tuena camp was attended by 33 members, including 5 children - it is very good to see young people being
introduced to the things of nature. It was another great camp in every respect; even the weather favoured us all week
with calm, sunny conditions, except for one short shower on Saturday night just before the campfire was about to be lit.
With the campsite only 10 km from Tuena, where there was a comfortable country-style pub with an owner very anxious
to please the patrons, 7 members were able to join the campers on outings and around the campfire.

The property which we visited, “The Junction”, is owned by Mrs. & Mr. Glasson, to whom we are indebted and thankful
for the privilege of being allowed to camp there. It is a large property on Tuena Creek which flows eventually into the
Abercrombie River near the Abercrombie Caves. On the property Tuena Creek is lined with large casuarinas which
attract many birds and the whole area is beautiful but very hilly. “The Junction” grazes sheep and was covered in lush
green grass at the time we were there, with scattered eucalypts and some tree communities on the hills away from the
creek.

Memories bring to mind the campfires at night, a pleasant way to wind down as the group meets to discuss the day’s
events and go through the bird sightings. At this camp we were entertained by the sounds of the night: a Masked
Lapwing calling occasionally to make its presence known, frogs croaking in the nearby dam and the distant bleating of
sheep.

The activities began on Saturday afternoon, with a walk along the farm road through grassland to an area which had
been selected for the campsite but had to be abandoned when rain fell a couple of days earlier and Tuena Creek broke its
banks, flooding the area where Tom and Joan were already camped. They had to retreat hastily to higher ground but not
before their smaller items were lost down the creek. A familiar bird club story! The debris in the trees afterwards
showed that the level was up at least 5 metres - an incredible amount of water coming down the creek. The flood waters
went through Forbes a few days later. Returning to the walk, we went back along the creek which by then had fallen a
couple of feet, but the water was very muddy. We walked through the casuarinas for a while then joined the road and
returned to the campsite. The afternoon produced a total of 34 species, some of which were the Grey Fantail,
Mistletoebird, Sacred Kingfisher, White-throated Gerygone, Eastern Yellow Robin, Dollarbird, White-faced Heron and
Peaceful dove.

Sunday: we drove to Abercrombie Caves, about 20 km north of the camp. The sky clouded over for a while, then the
sun came out for the rest of the day. From the parking area we followed the road along a deep gorge with Grove Creek
flowing through it. After we crossed the creek the sides of the gorge became vertical and very colourful with the colours
of pink, grey and cream. The track became narrow, winding up the gorge and steep in parts as we began the walk up the
Mount Gray Track. Here the vegetation was mostly stunted eucalypts on rocky terrain with little ground cover except
for some small blue and yellow flowers. The rough track ended at a lookout, overlooking a valley with hilltops on the
distance. We rested for a while and had morning tea then returned along the same track to the car park where we had
lunch. Our next stop was Grove Creek Falls - a Wildlife Refuge in a beautiful area of eucalypts and Cypress pine. From
the car park a track led down to the falls which were spectacular as the white water tumbled over a rocky cliff, dropping
some 40 metres - a great sight with that volume of water cascading over from the swollen creek. In this area we were
hoping to see a Flame Raobin, but, alas, it didn’t show up. In all we had a wonderful day, observing Crimson and Eastern
Rosellas, Dusky Woodswallow, Laughing Kookaburra, Weebill, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, White-winged Chough and
Leaden Flycatcher.

Monday: We drove via Bigga to the Grabine State Recreation Area, on the shore of Wyangala Dam, through open
country and past some forested hills. Most of the roads in the area are dirt where shinglebacks and other lizards love to
sunbake and warm themselves - we stopped twice to move them off the road. The scenery was just great all through the
area, passing through tall forests and open country. We came to the Lachlan River and followed it for some time until it
became lost in the waters of Wyangala Lake. We arrived at the caravan and picnic area where we had lunch; a great spot
with tables and large trees for shade, a good grass cover over the area and a view over the large expanse of water where
Australian Pelican, Little Black Cormorant and White Ibis were observed. After lunch we had a walk through the area
with its beautiful flowering eucalypts, the trees attracting many honeyeaters including White-plumed and Yellow-faced,
Noisy Miner and Noisy Friarbird which was the most common honeyeater recorded through the week. Little Lorikeets
were active in the flowering gums. At one stop on the way back we observed Southern Whiteface, European Goldfinch
and White-winged Chough.

Tuesday: We visited “Wren’s Nest”, the property of Jim and Marie Hearn who are the fifth generation on the property
which was settled in 1886. The beautiful garden attracted a lot of birds as well as native bees hovering and darting
about. Yellow and Brown Thombills, Grey Fantail, Superb Fairy-wren and Silvereye were observed in the garden and a
Brown Falcon was sighted in the gully behind the house where Back Creek flows. We moved then to Wrens Nest Creek,
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a few km south along Junction Point Road where we walked along the creek through a gully with stringybarks, weeping
willows and wattles; all along the creek banks were blackberries which were planted there years ago with the idea of
stopping erosion. On the hillside away from the creek the dry rocky ground was covered with a variety of
eucalypts,predominantly stringybark. At the start of the walk were the remains of the early settlers’ dwelling made of
wattle and daub (a common building material in those days), built in 1886. The walk along the creek was a pleasant one
and we often heard the calls of the Yellow-faced Honeyeater and the Rufous Whistler. We had lunch at a spot where
Wrens Nest Creek joins Neggerty Creek, a quiet place where we found some shade in the warmth of the day. Along the
creek we recorded Silvereye, Brown Thornbill, Spotted Pardalote, Golden Whistler and Mistletoebird.

Wednesday: We visited another property, owned by Mal McKenzie, which was a short distance along Peelwood Road.
When we arrived there we found that the recent flood had built up a quantity of debris against the gate and this had to be
removed before the gate could be opened. Once we got through the gate we followed a track above Back Creek which
led through a lush, green grazing area with scattered eucalypts. The weather was sunny and caim, a lovely day to enjoy
peaceful surroundings. The walk lasted for a couple of hours with some of the group walking back higher up the hillside
where there were a few more trees. The walk produced 17 species some of which were Willie Wagtail, Noisy Friarbird,
Grey Fantail, Laughing Kookaburra, White-faced Heron, Brown Falcon and Australian Hobby. We then visited another
property closer to Tuena which was a great spot to have lunch, being on a bend in Tuena Creek with tall casuarinas
decorating its banks. The birds fluttering through the foliage, their songs accompanying the rippling of the swollen
waters of the creek, gave great delight to us as we sat on the stony bank to have our lunch, hoping for a flash of blue of
an Azure Kingfisher but no bird. After lunch we drove to Trunkey Creek, a little town 25 km north of Tuena on a dusty
dirt road through grazing land and forest. At Trunkey we had some refreshment as it was quite warm when we arrived
there. After a look around we set off back to camp, stopping at Abercrombie Nature Reserve which was an area of
beautiful tall eucalypts; there we recorded Wood Duck, Grey Butcherbird, Crimson Rosella, Grey Shrike-thrush, Striated
Pardalote and White-throated Gerygone.

Thursday: We were favoured with another cloudless sky. It was a free day so we could take it easy. A few of us went
along the creek to a quiet spot and spent some time under the casuarinas, sitting and watching birds as they moved past.
We watched a water dragon on a log on the opposite bank as it sunned itself then slowly moved off, it was about 60 cm
long. Some interesting sightings were Rufous Whistler, Varied Sitella, Scarlet Honeyeater and Olive-backed Oriole.

Friday: This was an interesting day: we drove out along Peclwood Road, south-east of Tuena for about 25 km and
tumed off to Kangaloolah and a property owned by Beryl and Allan Ducksbury located on Peelwood Creek. The
vegetation there is a mixture of open grazing land and dry sclerophyll forest. Beryl is a sister of our member June Potter.
We were shown a lovely spot where we could have lunch. The area around there was also lush, green pasture when we
visited it. We could walk in any direction from where we stopped so we started off up a gully where, among many bird
calls coming from the trees, we could hear Rufous Whistler, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Noisy Friarbird, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
and Grey Fantail. We followed a dry vreek bed into a forest of eucalypts, scribbly gum, stringybark and wattles, with
very little ground cover. There we observed Buff-rumped, Brown and Yellow Thornbills, White-eared Honeyeaters and
Pied Currawong. We had a walk along the road overlooking Peelwood Creek and on the top side was a woodland
covering the hill and this was the only place we sighted the Scarlet Robin. We moved along to the border of the forest
and grassland, a couple of km back along the road, where a bird was seen flying past. As we searched for it Red-browed
Finch and L.eaden Flycatcher were observed. The last diversion was to “Rockdale”, a property a few km north of Tuena.
it was grazing property and had the highest elevation of our trip. The farm road rose 120 metres in a distance of 1.5 km.
The view was magnificent from the high spot, looking over the distant ranges. The last campfire was held that night,
bringing our camp to a close. After Barbara read out the bird sightings, the total came to 96 species for the week.

Cattle Egrets in camp on Saturday brought the total to 97. Horrie Ward.

For various reasons this newsletter was compiled, edited and printed earlier than usual and at short notice so there may
be errors and/or omissions, for which I apologise, and hopefilfy they will be rectified by your regular editor, Robyn

Wilson, in the January edition.
Barbara Hales.

thh_EEBBUARX,_lm This w111 be the TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY of the formation

of the ILLAW/ A ) LUB. Please attend if you can and as we
expect h1gher numbers for thJS mght 1t would be helpful if you could phone (042) 574431 (or any
committee member) to let us know if you intend joining us for this extra special meeting.
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CAPE YORK REPORT

Hello, here we are again with our third newsletter to you for our Queensland trip and before I go too far I must
tell you a bit more about our stay in Cooktown. While we were there 68 off road BMW motorbikes, riders and
some pillion passengers arrived as an extension to the trip to Cairns by 400 BMW roadbikes and riders who were
enjoying Cairns while waiting for the return of the 68 off road bikes from Cooktown. They were taking part in a
rally which started on the Gold Coast, however, one rider had come from Western Australia to participate. Most
of the off road bikers had breakfast at the guest house where we were staying and the arrival of these bikes and
people caused quite a stir in sleepy Cooktown.

On our return to Cairns we said goodbye to several of our friends leaving a small group of 7 to continue our
travels. We all had general housekeeping duties to perform after our 3 weeks in The Cape but Laurie and I did
find time to drive to Kuranda to visit the Butterfly Farm which was a highlight for us. We were given a guided
tour of the very large aviary where several species of butterflies were living amid the greenery and then we were
taken into the museum where Australian butterflies and moths are displayed along with several species of both
from around the world. We were then at liberty to go back into the aviary to take photos and to spend as much
time as we liked to look at these beautiful creatures. Ulysses Butterflies were flitting nervously around, flashing
their brilliant blue and black wings while the slower Cairns Birdwings were gliding around among the several
other species, each in their own way beautiful. We have been fortunate to see hundreds of lovely butterflies on
our travels.

On our way north to Cape Kimberley we stopped at Port Douglas by the beach for morning tea. We sat beside a
lovely little white weatherboard church with a sign saying it was built in 1880, destroyed by a cyclone and rebuilt
in 1911, relocated in 1988 and restored in 1989. The church has a large window overlooking the sea and is now a
popular venue for weddings. We continued north, crossing the Daintree River by ferry to our campsite in the rain
forest at Club Daintree. A short walk from camp and we were standing on the beach where we would see the
Low Isles with the lighthouse flashing its warning to passing ships. The sand sparkled with flecks of mica and the
rocks were many fascinating and different colours. We watched a young Osprey being fed by its parents on a
branch and Dave saw a Cassowary while we were there. We went for a trip to the little town of Daintree and
visited a woodwork shop and museum with beautifully crafted wooden articles which were admired by us all.

We drove up river for a few km to the start of the CREB track to Cooktown, a road we had travelled on our
return to Cairns 14 years ago but it was closed. We walked in Mossman Gorge through beautiful rain forest and
called into Bouncing Stone Beach on our way back to camp. Another day we went on Chris Darhlbergs bird
watching cruise on the Daintree River, a great experience. We saw the rare Great-billed Heron building a nest
and a Wompoo Pigeon sitting on her very flimsy nest as well as many other species of birds. We also saw 3
saltwater crocodiles, a green tree snake and an Amethystine Python in the 2 hours we cruised the river, a very
worthwhile moming. We called into Chris’ home in Daintree and saw a beautiful Little Kingfisher flitting around
by the pool in his garden. We enjoyed a delicious lunch at High Falls Farm near Miallo which promotes the
tropical fruit they grow and we enjoyed our first taste of Plantain, a type of banana, grilled with bacon and cheese
and also boiled and served as a type of potato salad - followed by the most delicious fresh tropical fruit salad we
have ever tasted and served by a very entertaining young waitress.

We stayed at Kingfisher Park at Julatten, a caravan park well known and catering only for bird watchers.
Spotlighting at night we saw a Lesser Sooty Owl bringing food to its young in the nest and saw a young Barn
Owl calling loudly to be fed. We saw the Barking Owl during the day. We spent a day at nearby Mt. Lewis and
caught up with the Eastern Spinebill, a bird we have visiting our gardens at home. We sat quietly in the bush
watching the male Golden Bowerbird decorating its bower with lichen to attract his lady, a special experience.
We saw the Tooth-billed Bowerbird and Mountain Thomnbill, adding 2 more birds to our life list.

We then said goodbye to Jim and Gwen who left to make their way home to Wollongong while Dave, Bob,
Lydia, Laurie and I drove to Chuillagoe passing tobacco, mango and sugar plantations on the way. We stopped
for lunch beside a dam at what used to be the mining town of Koorboora where my dad went to school in 1911.
Earlier enquiries we had made at Irvinebank told us that there was nothing left of Koorboora although we were
given the location of the cemetery when we made further enquiries at Chillagoe. It is rather eerie and strange
standing in a place where people used to live and work and now there is no sign of such activity - another ghost
town in the history of our country and there are many. We enjoyed our stay in Chillagoe - such a contrast to the
lush rain forest country we have spent so much time wandering in northern Queensland.
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Chillagoe and the surrounding area is very dry, with a lot of rocky limestone outcrops and caves. We visited
some of the caves and were fascinated by the formations and we drove further west to Walsh River which was
almost dry and hot with the sun reflecting off the rocky river bottom but even in that harsh, hot environment we
found some birds. There are the remains of old smelters at Chillagoe and the population is on the increase as gold
and marble are being mined and exported. Nearby Almaden is a small town but the residents are unhappy as the
railway line and local post office have recently been closed.

We drove through beautiful scenery from Mareeba to Atherton and on to Palmerston N.P. with Queenslands
tallest mountains Bellenden Kerr and Bartle Frere dominating the skyline for a long way. We camped at Henrietta
Creek in beautiful rain forest and although some of the walking tracks have been closed the 5 km return walk to
Nandraya Falls was fabulous! We took our time wandering quietly along the track being rewarded with sightings
of new birds for us all and enjoyed the walk so much we did part of it again the next day to have a better look at
the Fernwrens and Superb Fruit Doves. We also saw Platypus and Musky Rat Kangaroos during our stay. We
drove to some of the other waterfalls in the area and saw a Barred Cuckoo Shrike sitting quietly in a rain forest
tree with the lovely Bridal Veil Orchids flowering above him at Zillie Falls.

We drove down the Palmerston Highway past sugar cane and tea plantations to spend some time at Etty Bay
where the rain forest meets the sea. We spent ‘a day travelling north to The Boulders where the clear waters of
Babinda Creek flow over huge granite rocks and once more saw the beautiful Ulysses Butterfly. On the way to
the Eubenangee Swamp where we saw a lot of water birds including the majestic Black-necked Stork, we saw a
pair of Pacific Bazas flying high in the sky and displaying by almost clapping their wings above their heads. Bob
and Dave felt the day was complete when we had tea at their favourite restaurant, McDonalds at Innisfail.

The next day we headed south to Mission Beach, caught a water taxi to Dunk Island and did the walk to the
lookout on Mt. Kootaloo stopping to talk to 2 young ladies from Switzerland and finally eating our lunch looking
at the breathtaking scenery in the company of 2 ladies from England and a family from Victoria. Back at Mission
Beach we went on the Lacey Creek walk and just missed seeing a Cassowary by a minute or so according to some
Dutch people we met. However our day was complete when we saw a Cassowary crossing the road in front of
our car on our return to camp - there’s a lot of luck in bird watching!

We then stayed in Murray Falls State Forest, a lovely area south of Tully. On the boardwalk to the bottom of the
falls we saw a Noisy Pitta on our walk through rain forest to the top. At night we had 2 Lesser Sooty Owls in
the camping area. Travelling on we stopped by the beach at Cardwell and watched 2 little sharks swimming along
by the shore while we admired the view to the Hinchinbrook Islands. We had then planned to stay at the Crystal
Creek NP south of Ingham but the NP people have had trouble with vandalism in the area and we had to get a key
to the gates of the park either at Ingham or Townsville which we had to return to the same office which was
rather difficult. The Uniting Church have a camping ground nearby which was a better option so we camped
there.

Our stay was very exciting as we saw 2 Noisy Pittas and a pair of Rufous Owls in the rain forest between the
camp and Crystal Creek and we were able to give the manager a list of 62 species of birds we saw during our
stay. Laurie and Dave enjoyed a swim in the creek while I watched several Dusky Honeyeaters feeding in the red
flowering .callistemons. It was quite warm and the mosquitoes were out in big numbers. We spent a day
travelling up Mt. Spec to Paluma, stopping at Little Crystal Creek for a cuppa and driving up to the mountain
looking for and finding the termite mound the Buff-breasted Paradise Kingfisher is known to nest in every year.

We would love to have seen the birds but they don’t come down from New Guinea until the end of October.

Ivy Cottage at Paluma is one of the highlights of our trip as we enjoyed Devonshire Tea on the veranda with the
birds. Female riflebirds and Macleays Honeyeaters joined us and shared our jam and cream, we had 20 Macleays
Honeyeaters at once sitting watching us and the cameras were clicking! There is great concern about the newly
arrived Papaya Fruit Fly up north and there is a fruit and vegetable inspection point north of Townsville so as we
had eaten all our fresh fruit and vegetables at Crystal Creek our first stop at Townsville was to buy fresh supplies.
We stayed at Bowling Green Bay NP just south of Townsville and caught up with Ron and Rita Imisides who
were heading north to The Cape hoping to see some of the summer migrant birds. There were several species of
wallabies and some possums in the camping ground and we had a possum on the roof of our van during the night.
We also saw a small snake in the creek, a huge eel and several tiny black frogs only about 1 c¢m in length and also
lots of Mosquitoes. )

We spent a day in Townsville visiting The Common and seeing Brolgas, a Bustard and several other birds - 62
species in all. The country is very dry as there hasn’t been any good rain for 5 years. On our way back to camp
we spent some time at the marina watching a yacht being lowered into the water and then we had an enjoyable
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meal at Sizzlers. We arrived back at the NP after 6.30 when the gates are locked but we were able to get a key
from the resident ranger. I was sitting by the van next day when a pair of Yellow-breasted Sunbirds flew in, the
male landing beside me on the arm of Laurie’s chair while the female sat on the rope of the awning - they are
beautiful little birds and I felt very privileged to share their company for a few precious minutes.

We passed more sugar cane plantations on our way to Airlie Beach and set up camp in Flametree Caravan Park, a
very nice park with lovely tropical gardens. A pair of Bush Stone Curlews were resting in the shade of a garden
opposite our vans and a Buff-banded Rail had a wonderful time under the sprinkler of the hose while we were
there. The park backs onto an airport wWhere small planes and helicopters take off on trips to the Whitsunday
Islands so the men in our party enjoyed watching the action. We did a walk in nearby Conway NP, watched the
boats at Shute Harbour and admired the view from the hill overlooking the Whitsunday Islands. We went on a
boat trip around the Whitsundays, stopping on Hamilton Island for lunch after a short bus trip of the island. I
was surprised to find that there is a school there with 46 children, 2 teachers and 2 teachers aids. The older
children attend high school on the mainland travelling each day by boat. We had afternoon tea on Daydream
Island before travelling back to Airlie Beach - another lovely day.

Laurie and I visited Cape Hillsborough, just north of Mackay, 14 years ago and we enjoyed our couple of days
there this time just as much. We saw hundreds of butterflies on our walk on the Andrews Point track. We
stopped at several lookouts, one aptly named Turtle Lookout where we were able to see several turtles
swimming. At low tide we walked across the spit to Wedge Island and were able to see the native orchids
flowering on Orchid Rock. We walked to Hidden Valley where we were frustrated by the calls of the pigeons in
trees high above our heads, so high we couldn’t see the birds. Later back at camp Lydia found the beautiful
Rose-crowned Fruit Dove feeding quietly in the trees. We got up early one moming and watched the sun rise
over the ocean and the kangaroos came down to the waters edge.

We then drove into busy Mackay and along the Pioneer Valley to Eungella 680 m above sea level. As the NP
camping ground was booked out due to the Queensland school holidays we stayed at Eungella Holiday Park
which is at the head of the valley with an incredible view back to Mackay over 70 km away. We also watched the
sun rise there one morning, quite a lovely sight and at night we had a full moon. We went for a walk in the
Eungella NP where we saw 2 Green Tree Snakes, several platypus and a Brush Turkey chasing a very large
goanna, We searched the rain forest for the Eungella Honeyeater but it wasn’t until nearly the end of our stay
that we saw 3 of these birds feeding in the red flowers of the creeping Pandanus Vine. They are described as
having a bubbling, laughing whistle and we heard their call and saw the birds for quite a while which was very
exciting as it was a new bird for all of us and is only found at Eungella. We also saw the brilliant black and gold
Regent Bowerbird, a pair of beautifully coloured Superb Fruit Doves and several Topknot Pigeons and on dusk

watched hundreds of Fruit Bats flying overhead.

We then travelled nearly 1000 km in 3 days stopping overnight in roadside rest areas at St. Lawrence and Gin
Gin. Unfortunately we drove through Rockhampton and bypassed Maryborough and Bundaberg, places we
would have liked to spend time but hopefully we’ll come back one day and explore these areas. Our destination
was Kenilworth SDtate Forest where we spent 3 nights in a lovely camping ground. We did some of the walks
through Eucalypt, Hoop Pine and rain forest and also a Piccabeen Palm Grove and once more we saw some
lovely birds including the Wompoo and Wonga Pigeons. We went on the 37 km forest drive through a variety of
habitats and as we were walking back from Booloumba Falls we got caught in the rain and got rather wet, we’d
left our rain coats in the car! That evening we had a storm with heavy rain which caused the tent campers quite a

bit of concern.

We woke the next day and heard the best dawn chorus of our trip, the sun was shining, the sky was blue and
everyone had the chance to dry out. QOur walk through the forest was made even more memorable as the mosses
and lichen had come to life after the refreshing rain and the birds were plentiful and very active.

Then we drove across to the coast once more to stay in a lovely caravan park at Tewantin and prepare for out trip
to Fraser Island. Life was much more busy than in the peaceful countryside of Kenilworth. In the Noosa area
there were people and vehicles everywhere, some busy with their daily work and others on holiday like us. As it
was both Queensland and N.S.W. school holidays there were even more people around and yet in all this activity
as Laurie and I drove down the road to the Noosa NP parking area the traffic both ways came to an abrupt halt to
allow a koala to run along the road in front of our car and finally cross the road. We walked along the track
beside the ocean and were amazed at the number of people using the area and as we walked we watched whales
playing in the water. On our way back to the car we saw another koala walking along the track and finally climb

atree.
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Then it was time for our Fraser Island adventure. We travelled with Peter and Yvonne Wadley on their Fraser
Island Discovery Tour, a very well organised 3 day trip to the most sought after beauty spots on this magnificent
island. We were picked up outside our caravan park at 9 am and after a morning tea stop we crossed the Noosa
River by ferry driving 65 km along Cooloola Beach past cliffs with coloured sand and the wreck of the vessel
Cherry Venture while we saw dolphins and whales swimming in the ocean. We stopped at Rainbow Beach for
lunch and then crossed to the island by another ferry and drove along an old mining road and then along the beach
once more in the company of many other 4WD vehicles.

We stopped at the Eurong Information Centre where Peter showed us a relief map of the island pointing out
places we were to visit in the next two days. We finally arrived at Cathedral Beach where Peter and Yvonne have
a permanent camp site with tents and eating facilities. On Saturday we set off at 7.45 am in the Isuzu Bus for a
day of adventure exploring the largest sand island in the world. We visited the Pinnacles, a cliff built of cream and
golden sand and read the cultural sign of the Aboriginal story of the coloured sands and nearly saw the rusting
Mahene shipwrecked in 1935.

We visited Lake Wabby and Lake McKenzie, 2 of the many beautiful fresh water lakes on the island, both very
different and where some of our party enjoyed a swim. In the rain forest we walked beside the clear water of
Wanggoolba Creek which runs soundlessly over pure white sand and we saw an Angiopterio (King) Fern growing
in the creek. This fern only grows in two other places, Carnarvon Gorge and Mt. Lewis. Sunday we drove noth
of Cathedral Beach to Indian Head and onto the Champagne Pools and while some people had a swim in these
beautiful rock pools we admired the magnificent scenery, great stretches of sand and beautifully coloured ocean
with dozens of terns, Brown Boobies and Lesser Frigatebird circling over the water in search of food.

We also spent time at Eli Creek, the largest fresh water creek on the island flowing into the Pacific Ocean where
people were floating along in the flow of clear, shallow water. We were amazed at the enormous number of
people camping on the island with their 4WD vehicles, fishing these waters. We didn’t get a lot of opportunity to
bird watch but did see about 50 species of birds on the trip in the 660 km we travelled. There is so much
interesting history, geography and beautiful scenery involved with the island it is not possible for me to pass it all
on to you - you really need to go and participate in the Fraser Island experience for yourself and we have no

qualms in recommending Peter and Yvonne of Fraser Island Discovery Tours.

Well it is nearly time to say goodbye, in another 10 days we will be home which is very hard to believe. We plan
to visit the craft shops at Malaney and Montville, the Glasshouse Mountains and also spend some time in the
Bunya Mountains on our way. Australia is such a vast and diverse country and we have spent the last 3.5 months
in a very small part of it. What a wonderful time we’ve had in the company of some very special people. group
sightings 384 our bird sightings 320.

Nola & Laurie Williams
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FRECKLED DUCKS

During our recent trip to Queensland we stayed on the property known as Armraynald, 41 km east
of Burketown. On 19" July, we drove 8 km north of the homestead to a lake (17 degrees 52°S/139
degrees 44°E) where we saw 40+ Freckled Ducks swimming in the water, which we considered an
unusual sighting for the area. This lake is approximately 27 km S/E of Burketown as the Freckled
Ducks fly.

Nola Williams & Dave Thomson

SCRUB ITCH MITES!!!

Tiny juvenile scrub-itch mites bite humans, their favourite holds are skin folds and areas constricted by clothing such as
waistbands. They live on the ground and in dry logs, so use aground sheet. If bitten, remove mites with head lice
treatment and wash all clothing. Adult scrub ticks are more serious as a deeding female’s toxin can cause fatal paralysis.
Avoid walking and camping in thick undergrowth. When bitten an itchy, raised, crater-like swelling occurs, often
followed by a headache and numbness or pain in the affected area. Kill the tick by applying insecticide or alcohol.
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Slowly the black turns to shadings of grey,

The dark night gently yields, to the dawn of the day,

Mist clings to the water in a filmy wisp,

A breeze lightly stirs, the air is crisp.

Air currents caress the flowering lilies, beneath the low bank of
Then gently lift the veil of the gossamer shroud. (cloud
Soft mauve rosy hues are the first sign of light,

The dawn is the victor, it has vanquished the night.

A lead grey band of cloud, still hangs low to the east,
Darters dry their wings, after their pre-dawn feast.
Suddenly, shadowy dead trees explode with white,

A thousand Corellas awake from the night.

The leaden cloud transforms to a warm peachy glow,
Reflecting all its beauty on the water below.

Waterfowl silhouettes take on colour and form,

The sun's strengthening rays turn the early chill into warm.
A Magpie Goose swims to the opposite shore,

Passing Green Pygmy Geese, a dozen or more.

Lone Jabiru stalks the shallows in strengthening light,

Its long stilted legs stretching half of its height.

Then a bright golden orb emerges from the dispersing cloud,

The Corella crescendo becomes deafeningly loud,

Geese, duck, cormorant, heron, egret amongst green mirrored trees,
Golden rays reveal all with consummate ease.

Small fish break the glassy water seeking insects for prey,

We have witnessed the birth of our Armraynald day.

WAL EMERY



Unusual Records for October 1996 Chris J. Chafer Phone: 763 871

Status Species # Date Location Habitat Observer
U Pied Cormorant 6 27/10 Korrongulla Swamp wetland BOB
U Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 07/10 Robertson overhead JT
U Peaceful Dove 1 15/10 South Nowra dry forest KM
U White-headed Pigeon 2 10/11 Kieraville urban ME
U White-headed Pigeon 5 30/10 Bulli Heights urban RT

U Topknot Pigeon 22 08/10 Windang overhead cJic
U Crested Pigeon 2 8/10 Bulli Pass urban RM

R Long-billed Corella 1 10/10 Dalton Pk., Fairy Meadow parkland DWi
U Channel-billed Cuckoo 1 02/10 Curramore overhead KM

U Channel-billed Cuckoo 1 05/10 Bulli Pass overhead RM
U Channel-billed Cuckoo 1 24/10 Wollongong CBD overhead KM
U Common Koel 1 07/10 Bulli Pass urban RM

U Common Koel 1 30/10 Cudmirrah urban KM

U Common Koel 1 12710 Kieraville urban EG —
R White-throated Nightjar 1 14/10 Jamberoo Pass road RJ

U Chestnut-rumped Heathwren 2 09/10 10B track, O'Hares Creek woodland KM

U Scarlet Honeyeater 1 23/10 Nth Wollongong {not given) JT
8) White-plumed Honeyeater 5 05/10 Kemblawarra schoolground CJC
U Spotted Quail-thrush 1 09/10 10B track, O'Hares Creek woodland KM

U Leaden Flycatcher 2 13/10 Kieraville urban ME

R White-breated Woodswallow 1 31/10 North Wollongong urban JM

U White-browed Woodswallow 1 03/10 Duck Creek, Yallah rural DG

U Grey Currawong 1 09/10 Appin RA. woodland KM

CJC - Chris Chafer; ME - Mary Eskdale; EG - Esme Gay; DG - Daryl Goldrick; RJ - Richard
Jordan; KM - Kevin Mills; JM - Julie Mitchell; BOB - Bruce O'Brien; JT - J. Taylor; DWi -
David Winterbottom.

Comment: September and October 1996 produced two of the most spectacular seabird trips off
Wollongong since their inception in 1984 (Brandis et al 1992). Normally unusual seabird
records would appear in the column above, however these two trips were so extraordinary I
felt they deserved a few extra comments. The September trip reached 29 nautical miles off
Wollongong on the MV Sandra-K. Up to 30 Wandering Albatross from several races were-
observed, probably the best numbers of this endangered fauna for several years. Other
highlights included a Royal Albatross, a OGrey-headed Albatross, 40+ Cape Petrel, A
Westland Petrel and 19 White-fronted Tern. A total of 32 species were observed. In October
some 7 genuine rare species were observed. This included a probable Murphy's Petrel
(potentially a new bird for Australian if accepted by the RAOU's rarity committee). A Manx
Shearwater, an Audubon's Shearwater, a Westland Petrel, a Soft-plumaged Petrel, 2 Cook's
Petrels and an unbelievable 55+ Mottled Petrels were also observed amongst the total of 35
species. These trips would appear to be the best trips off Wollongong since the
exceptional trips of the mid 1980's (Brandis et al 1992). There is growing evidence that
unusual seabird movements are closely linked with the El1 Nino phenomenon, and can be
anticipated when the Southern Oscillation Index is well into the positive range as it is
now.

These data were obtained from the BIRDING-AUS discussion digest on the internet, and were
reported by Dr. Peter Milburn and Tony Palliser.
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