

















I did my test to make the Gardens staff aware of the Jjeopardy in which
they were placing the survivel of these chicks by removing their bed of reeds
during the nesting season. Thanks to the sympathetic attitude of the Gardens
Curator, Dr, Ugo Grassano, it is probable that no further Cumbungi will be removed
until after the breeding season is over. \Vhen removed, it is hoped that it will
be replaced by Phragmites, the native reed which grows around ponds and along
backwatsrs in the Illawarra.

The native waterbirds in the Gardens have taken their cue from the "GQuakke-
ducks" in locking to human beings as a friendly source of food, and heve becoms
quite tame. O(One can epproach quite close to the Maned Duck, and this is unusuel,
because these birds, are, in my experience, usually very shy. I would recommsnd
the Gardens Duck pond to anyone wishing to have a closer look at these birds.

Denise Black.

1.8.0.C. KAKADU TRIP - A FEAT-HERED FUN RUN,

Seturday 13th July 1985 and forty three birdo's plus a driver and a cook
left VWollongong on a thirty day coach safari to Northern Australia,

The first day to Nyngan proved uneventiul with everyone settling into the
routine which would become our way of life for the next meonth. We encountered
a very cold night in which ons members false teeth froze solid in a glass of
water, then off to Charleville.

By the time we had reached Charleville everything was running like clockwork,
Gwen, our cook had left no doubts in anyones mind as to who was really in charge
of the trip. As we unloaded our tents we were surprised to find they were still
iced up from the previous night.

Next morning we left for VWinton with our trip list now in the eighties.
First sightings 6f Brolgas and Ground Cuckoo-shrikes south of Tambo crested great
interest, then north of Tambo our first Australian Bustards. Our campsite was
at Winton swimming pool and the weather was now warm enough for some to swim,

The mele and female showers with double recesses and no doors revealed a few
hidden I80C secrets.

From Winton we travellecd to Coorabulka via Boulia. The trip through the
channel country produced many bustards to a point where they became guite common.
Unsworth Bluff, a magnificent camerea stop before Middleton gave us our first
experience of the beautiful r=d earthy colours of the outback, plus a flock of
Spinifex Pigeons as a bonus. Ye filled the coach with fire wood after lunch at
Boulie with the ever present Slack Kites then set out across the treeless plains
to Coorabulka No2 Bore.” Diseppointment surfaced for the first time as we

. discovered the bore dreain had besn re-routed and the reed bed habitat of the
Yellow Chats dried up and trampled flat by cattle. A 2 Klm walk along the new
drain at last produced a large reedbed and the much sought after Yellow Chats.
Crange Chats nearby and the eppearance of a Black Falcon hunting along the drain
added to our excitement.

Miore excitement as we headed out for Mt. Isa. A sudden coach stop for four
Inland Dotterels by the side of the road. At Mt, Isa Carevan Park the N.T. blood-
woads were in full blcom. QOur first Varied Lorikeets and seven species of Honey-
eaters including the Grey-fronted, Grey-headed and Yellow-tinted, new birds for
most of us. A -

Day six - off to Renner Springs. Some Crimson Chats at Camooweal, then west
towards Avon Downs. A chorus of 'stop the coach!' as we sped through the Mitchell
grass plains. The magnificent sight of 1,000+ Flock Bronzewings rising and
wheeling on their grey wings, then settling close by for ell to see. How can we
top a sight like that?

It was goodbye dustbowl as we left Renner Springs bound for Springvale Station
A shart stop a&t Dunmarra produced excellent birding. Long-tailed Finches, Crimson
Chats, Great Gowerbirds and the rare Grey Falcon. Off again to Warlock Ponds.

No water but still the new spscies kezep coming. Black-tailed Treecreeper, Rec—
browed Pardalote, Banded Honeyeaters and some Pictorella Mannikins.
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Cn again through Kathrine to Springvale Station, Another exciting experience,
a beautiful Pacific Zaza posing in full sunlight for the cameras, White-gaped
and ‘thite-throated Honeyeatsrs, Northern Rosellas, Lemon-bellied and Shining
Flycatchers, A good breakfast and off again to Hayes Creek. Our first Black-
necked Storks, a Bar-breastsd Honeyeater and Grey Whistler kept the list ticking
over, then off to Darwin with 150 species recorded.

An afternoon trip around the waterfront and the list soared to 223 with the
addition of a few goodies like Red-headed Honeyeater, Osprey end Beach Thick-knee.
A tickers paradise but little time for anything else.

A magic day at Fogg Dam. Thanks to Doug and Horrie for the birds of the
day. Jhite-browed Crake and Rainbow Pitta, topping a day list of $7 species.
Merv and Jim missed first prize with the Large-tailed Nightjar for wandering of ¥
by themselves. John's statesment that the Vlater Buffalo were semi-domesticated
left same people wondering if that meant they could run only half as far or half
as fast. Howard Springs proved to be a lovely oasis 1in very dry country giving
another chance at the Rainbow Pitta for those who missed it at Fogg Dam.

Eleven days cut and at last wefre off to Kakadu N.P. Johns knowledge of the
birds of the top end proved spot on again when he organised a stop at the Adelaide
River to view a resident peir of Mangrove Yhistlers (in a bamboo thicket). A
great afternoon! The walk from the camp to the area around the East Alligator
River producesd Chestnut-quilled Rock-Pigecns, Partridge Pigeons, Elack-eared
Cuckoos and the \Wthite—linecd Honeyeater.

An interesting morning was spent viewing the cave paintings at Obiri Rock
and searching unsuccessfully the rainforests along WMagellan Creek for the EBanded-
fruit Dove, a place where Jochn had seen five birds in 1584, Rainbow Pittas were
again sighted along the East Alligator River, the third location in which we
found this beautiful bird. A large lily lagoon covered with a myriad of birdlife
15 klms from camp showed the face of Kakadu that most expected to sees, a sharp
contrast to the dry brown areas surrounding our last cemp. Yellaow Waters proved
to be a birdwatchers paradiss. Almast all the species of egrets, heron and water-
fowl you would expect to find at Kekadu, including the elusive Great -billed Heron,
plus & croccdile for good measure. Next a trip to Nourlangi Rock to view the
blue paintings, then off to U.D.P. Falls., #e left Kakadu with a trip list cf
272 species.

8~-00am and we headed out up the escarpment at U.D.P. Falls to search for
the elusive llhite-throated Grasswren. O0nly two people managed to see the wren,
but those who missed out were adequately compensated by repeated sightings of the
Banded-fruit Dove, a bird we had failed to find at two previous lacations.

With half the trip over we left U.D.P. Falls for Katherine Gorge. Phil kept
the list ticking over when he scratched & pair of Masked Owls out of a hollow.

The trip up the Katherine Gorge was a marvellous experience topped off by five
Johnsan River crocodiles and a Black Bittern. The beautiful sunset as we returned
toc ths wharf ended a perfect day.

Cff to Kununurra. Qur first stop was a waterhole 15 klms west of Katherine.
Here we had our first sighting of the Gouldian Finch., OCOur campsite at Kununurra
produced the most beautiful sunset of the trip. Kununurra provsd to be a great
experience, one of the best days of the whole saferi. There were six species cf
finch and two mannikins all within 300 metres of the Cearavam Park, Throw in three
species ofcrake. and some White—~quilled Rock-Pigeon at Hidden Velley. All this
plus the marvellous scenery of the timeless landscape produced another perfect day.

A long hot drive back toc Katherine due to the failed air-conditioning was
rewarded when we stopped at Chinamans Creek waterhcle& found four Hooded Parrots,
our last chance at this bird pefore we left its range.

Great fun was had in the thermal pool at Materanka, a chance to relax and
enjoy a different type of birdwatching. The morning at Warlock Ponds gave us a
feel for the history of the area when we visited the \le of the Never Never
cemetry at the old Elsie Homestead. The Gouldian Finch posed well at the pond
giving most of thosz whomissed it at Chinamans Creek a second chance to see 1it.
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During our overnight stay at Daly \laters, we were entertained by the locels,
then off to a bush camp at Little River. Our species list now stocod at 293.
Near Borraloola we made an unsuccessful search for the Carpentarian Grasswren
through & very interesting but difficult habitat. Next a lunch stop at Ryan's
Bend waterhole where everycne managed to see the Purple-crowned Fairy-wren and
the Yhite-browed Bagbin. A cuick look at Eorroloola and another swim at EBessie
Springs then back to czmp where Bert Bolton entertained us with a history of the
aboriginal tribes of Arnhem land.

Borrclocola to Mt. Isa proved a long day as we made our way down the beef
road and across the Barkly Tablelands. A distance of 866 klm it left little time
for birdwatching. A very successful morning at the Tailing Dem at Mt. Isa turned
up the Spinifexbird and at last good looks by all at a Grasswren, the . Dusky.
Although secretive in its habits & much easier bird to find than its White-
throated and Carpentarian Cousins. The afterncon at Lake Moondarra produced
excellent birding but no Pictorella Mannikins, our last chance to find this bird.

From Mt, Isa we retraced ocur steps through \Winton and Charleville to Nyngan.
It seemed hard to arcept that a month had passed by since our first night camp at
at this location. We spent our last night in the showground pavilliocn and
celebrated with an IBOC style concert. Our trip took us into three states and
the Northern Territory, covered a distance of 12,500 klms and produced & species
trip 1ist of 317, Limited space does not permit me to relate all the humorous
incidents like Dee's frozen teeth, Dornacilla's striptease spurred on by a nest
of green tree ants, Dave Walsh's red key at Kununurra, Esmes attempt to learn
Cookie*s secret damper recipe and many more, plus all the birthdays and anniver-
saries we celebrated along the way, but I would like to sincerely thank everyone
who shared in the good fellowship that made the trip such a success, and on
behalf of the club I would like to extend a special thanks to John Waugh for
patiently sharing his vast knowledge of the birds of the top end with us,

Val Emery.

A SSUARE-TAILED KITE AT FARSEN GROUND3 BIRD UBSEZAVATORY.

On a recent visit to the Barrens Grounds Bird Observatory with fellow
ornithologist John de Heume, & surprise sighting awaited us, arriving et the
shelter near the lodge at 12.pm we decided to have lunch before birding, as
Juck had its way a wise decision. ‘We had just began to eat, when the alarm cells
‘©f & raven were heard north of the wardens residence; as the call became more
aggravated we thought it time to check cut the disturbance, leaving the hot
drinks to cool we took off binoculars in hand, and headed in the direction of the
call.

At the point of sighting, the ravens were just retreating from a raptore
which was heading in our general direction. As it came closer gliding all the
while, I could see a slightly forked tail, but the wings were upswept like a
Harrier, my first impression wasof a Black Kite, however they do not (according
to noted field guides) have upswept wings. This created a minor problem, luckily
the raptore passed by us approximately 400 metres south-west in a continual
glide across the heathland until out of sight. When nearest to us we could- see
light patches near wing tips, and as it passed the tail was at times Fanned;
looking square, thenh as it relaxed it became slightly forked.

After aobserving the tail and pale windows in the wing it weas just & matts
of checking out other field guides to know that whet we had was a Sguare-taile
Kite. This is probably the first record for the Camden County. It is emazing
that with so many bird books and field guides around on Australian Birds haw
frustrating it can be to find the right information thet you sesk, as I menticnsd
earlier in my notes, the tail was slightly forked, but the raptore had up-swest
wings.

All guides state that only the Square-tailed Kite has upswept wings, and
that the Black Kite has flat or drooped wings.
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Naturally the Black Kite has a forked tzil, and the Sguare-tailed Kite, has
according to field guides a scuare-tail. GUESTION? Did we encounter a Sguare-
tailed Kite with a forked tail of a.Black Kite or does the Sgquare-tailed zlso
have a fork. ANSIER+ The follcwing well known bocks give no mention of the
Sguare-tailed Kite having a forked tail, whatsoever. "The Readers Digest" -
"Hawks in Focus" - " David Hcllands Raptore Guide" - or Ken Simpson " Birds of
Australia": The only two I cculd find that enlightens one, was "Slaters Aust.
Birds" and F.T. Morris "Birds of Prey of Australia". This book actually shows
in illustrated form the slight fork. So two books aut of the six mentioned, are
the only real help te what I feel is e very important field guide to the Sguare-
tailed Kite as well as the upswept wings and wing windows. 1 also rang \ielter
Boles of the Australian HWuseum, to check this point out and he assured me that
the Square-tailed Kite, certainly has a shallow fork, not square at all times
as some people seem to think,

One point of interest in David Hollands "Eagles, Hawks and Falcons of
Australia" that I thought of interest as far as the record goes is that he
mentions on Page 42 that in the last ten years there have been a number o7
sightings of Square-tailed Kitzas in coastal far-east Victoria. He further
states that some of the sightings were of adult birds in the spring and ezrly
summer, he thought that this was a strange time for adults to be on the move anc
he wondered if some could be nesting.

In 1581 nesting was confirmed when a pair raised two young near Orbost in
Victoria. Yhen not breeding the Squere-tailed Kite is solitary in its
movements.,

Deteile of our abservation in brief:

LOCALITY: Barren Grounds Bird Observetory.
HABITAT; Heathland

VIEATHER: Meinly overcast with light showers.
0ESERVERS: Athol Colemane/ John DeHeume.

TIE 12,50p.m DATE G§-5-85 Athol Colemane.

STUSELE-GUAIL (Coturnix pectoralis) ALIGHTING GN THE SEA.
Ouring recent literature perusal 1 disccvered & short communication with
the above title in -The South Australian Ornithologist, Vol X Part 7 July 1530.
It was written by Mr E. S. Rymill of Adelaide. I hope you find it as intsresting
as I did. : :

"In October, 1927, when on a yachting cruise in St. Vincent's Gulf, 3.A.
we anchored overnight at a point about 12 miles north of the Port Adelaide
River entrance, on the eastern side of the Gulf, about a mile and a half Trom
the shore. During the night & very strong south-easterly wind set in, blgwing
of f-shore towards the yacht, and was still blowing hard at 8-00am. Going on
deck at this time the writer noticed a Quail of the stubble veriety sitting in
one of the yacht's dinghies which was hanging from the davits. Later, when
the boat was being lowered into the water, the Guail flew out, and circled-rourd
the yacht several times, and then alighted on the water about 20 yards awvey.
It rode the waves, which were short and stzep at the time, very easily, and
floated buoyantly on the water, It then lifted easily from the surface just
as a Duck would rise, and flew round to the other side of the yacht, settling
agein on the water in e similer manner, After a few moments it rose once more
and flew in & straight line shorewards, disappearing fraom sight in the distance.
During the time the bird was sitting in the boeat it allowed us to make a close
inspection, and had evidently rested there for some time before being abssrved.
It would be interesting to leern whether there are cther know cases of Guail
alighting on the ocean!

4 The Editors commented that they could find no previous record of
Gueil alighting on tbe sea.

Kevin Wood.
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INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FOR AUGJST — SzPTEMEER ~ OCTCEER. 1955,

U Emerald Dove 1 Minnamurra Falls 2-3-85 P, Ewin
U Collared Sparrawhawk 1 "o " =335 v
U +white's Thrush 3 " " 3=3-385 "
R Australian Crake 2 Broughton Creek 15-3-85 P, Bath
U 8Brown-headed H'eater 1 Bomaderry 19-8-85 ¢
S Eastern Reef Egret 1 Shellharbour 27-8-85
3 Vihite~headed Figegn 2 Bass Point c-9-85 *©
R Powerful Cwl 1" " 2z-10-85 "
R Australian Crake 1 Kully Eay 1&-3-85 (. Chafer
U Yellow-billed Spoonbill

1 Comerong Island 3:1-8-85 ¢
MC Mongolian Plover A " 31-3-85 "
MC Olive—backed Oriole 1 Stanwell Park 1z2-8-85 D. Perry
MG White-bellied Sea Eaglel " " 12-8-85
U Australian Hotby 1l Figtree 2~-8-85 D. Green
U Grey(white] Goshawk 1 w#t. Keira 7-5-85 "
C White—throated Gerygone 2 Stuart Park £-9-85 "
U White-browed ‘foodswallaows

300 EZarren Ground 4~10-85 Richard Jordan

R Mhesked Yloodswallows 110G " 4~10-85 ¢
R Common Koel 1 Belgownie £-10-85 W & H Emery
LC Brush Bronzewing 1 3Staffords farm track £2-8-85 K Ylcod
R ilarsh Sandpiper 1 Koona Bay iC-°-85 "
U Grey Currawong 5 Budderoo Track 1¢-5-85 ¢
S 3carlet Honeyeater 1 Mangerton 1£4-5-85 K, viood
R Pheasant Couceal 1 Bellambi Creek 15-8-85 K Mills (Road Kill)
U Musk Duck 7 Hoskins: Nature Res, 24-8-85 "
U Marsh Harrier ) i " z4-8-85
U WwWhite-winged Chough S5+ Appin 22-9-85 "
U Diamond Firet=zil 1 Goadmans Ford 2-G-3&- "
R Brush Turkey 1 Vloonona Heights 2z-10-85 Jd. Pollard
S ‘UWhite-headed Figeaon 1 liangerton 11-5-8% 0. Fischer

Light-mantled Sooty Albatross 1 Seaebird Group per O. Fischer 21st September.
Southern Fulmar
Kerguelen Petrel
Black-bellied Storm Petrel
Vihite-bellied Storm Petrel

East off VWellongong.
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PROGRAMME. . . \\ 2
—_— Presidents wWelcome N\ ?

Cartoon "Its Tough to be a Sird"

The Parrot Sisters Return \“k
[\
"A Raven Qirdo" %

i The Spring Bird Count
; An Ornithological Recitation
/ Film "The Thieving Magpies"
Birds Nest Hat Parade
i Father Christmas
! Supper & Fellawship.



Additional information on December meeting - As has been our past practice,
there will De no guest speaker at our Decsmber meeting., The evening will take
the form of a relaxed sccial evening with the entertainment bteing provided oy

a number of IZCC members. Although the programme has been published we are still
able to slot in extra acts if anyone wishes to participate. The chance for
overall memhership involvement comes with the "SBirds Nest Hat Parade".

Members are urged to become involved with this segment of the svening.
Please participate to help insure a successful night. Your hat can be a seriocus
replica of a particular nest or a comical reproducticon of some of the more out-
landish nests that birds build. . . -

They can be made from natural material like grass, mud, leaves or sticks
or manufactured materials like cardboard, plastic, cloth, metal etc.

It will be appreciated if, as in the past, a special =2ffort is made with
the supper goodies.

FIELD QUTING - Saturday 7th December to Hoskins Nature Reserve. Meeting time
3-00pm. PLEASE NOTE this outing will be nheld on the Saturday befors the meeting,
not after as is the normal practice throughout the year, Some time will be soent
Gbserving the waterfowl and other birdlife of the Reserve., This will be follow-
ed Dy an evening barbecue. We have been advised by the ranger in charge that
mast of the barbecues have been vandalised and are in a noor state of repair,.
Wood may also be difficult to cobtain, Members with portable gas barbecues are e
requestad to bring them along. In the event of a total fire ban, barbecues will
not be permitted,

The Nature Reserve is located on the YWingecarriobee River towards the Moss
Vale end of the connecting road bdetween Moss Vale and Bowral - the entrance is
well sigrnposted. If sufficient interest is shown after the barbecue we will
drive to a wooded lccation and do some spotlighting.

PAYMENT OF FEES - Fees are now due for the 1985 calsnder year. They remain
unchanged at Family 38, 3ingle $5,. Student $2. Payment can be made toc Hon.
Treasurer, Ron Almond or posted to Hon. Treasurer, Illawarra B8ird Observers'
Club, P.0. Box 56, Fairy Meadcw, N.3.W. 2519. Ron Simcock has kindly offered to
computerise our 1986 membership list. Early payment of fees will assist all
involved and will ensure continuation of your newsletter.

LIBRARY NOTES - All outstanding bocks must be returned at the Decamber meeting.
Continual turnaround of bocks enables all members to participate egually in
barrowing.

S0AT TRIPS - Some excellent records are being obtained by the Seabird group on
their monthly trips out of Wollongong on the "Sandra X", It is an ideal vessel for
the purpose with an upper deck providing 360° observation, The dates for the next
two months are as follows -~ December 1985 Saturday 14th & Sunday 13th, January
1986, Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th. A full 1986 orogramme will te published in

our February newsletter, For bookings and further information ring David Fischer
on 27-1704. (042)

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FQOR 1936. - All positions were declared vacant and
elections for 1986 Office Bearers were held at our November Annual General
Meeting. President Dave Thomson and Secretary Hazel Emery did not stand for re-
election. The following members were elected for 1586:-

President - Jim Robinson

Secretary - Anna Knowlson

Treasurer - Aon Almond

Vice President - #al Emery
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Congratulations to Jim and Anna, new faces on the committee. I'm sure
members will give them their full support throughout 1986, Special thanks to
Dave and Hazel for their efforts in guiding the club through past years to the
strong position it enjoys today., Thanks also to the remaining committee members
and helpers whaose labour adds to the successful running of the club,

OCTOBER CAMP -~ NUMERALLA. On Friday 18th October, twenty two IBOC members
arrived at the property of Robyn & Gary George at Numeralla.

The view from our camp site on the banks of the Big Badger River was truly
beautiful, Soft ground after a good deal of heavy rain over the past week caused
a few problems for some of cur members., A few of the cars and vans became bogged,
but after a tremendous effort by all concerned the cars were able to be pulled
clear., After this minor mishep we all settled down to enjoy the birds which were
seen in great numbers., The valleys and farms with a large number of sheep, some
with twin lambs, made bird watching even more delightful.

The Flame, Scarlet and Eastern Yellow Robins sitting in the bright green
willows along the river were a sight to behold. A great number of Yellow-tufted
Honeyeaters were sighted.

On the Sunday we all walked along the banks of the river towards Numeralla
where a market was being held in the local hall. Of course we did some bird
watching on the way. The camp fires at night were the usual happy times where
members could talk. Monday saw us driving to Rose Valley where we saw a very
vocal Hooded Robin which put on a real performance for us. The little rain we
had did not dampen our spirits in any way. The two yocunger ®*birdo's® Aaron
and Timothy helped add to the delight of our weekend camp. Those of our members
who haven't as yet been to one of our camps don't know what they're missing as we
elways have a wonderful time together,

Wendy Hanks,

NOVEMBER MEETING - Mammals, are they those little furry critters that creep
around in the dark, yes, and creatures that bound, glide, fly, run and swim,
from the tiny Sugar Glider to the great Humpback Whale. The world of mammals

at our door was opened up to us by Mr., Norm Robinscon, who with over 20 years of
experience in observing and studying, gave us a small insight into these complex
creatures in a most fascinating hour.

Mammals are somewhat harder to observe in the wild than birds, many being
nocturnael and secretive, and although most of the slides were of road victims
and museum gpecimens, we could still appreciate the beauty and diversity of
these creatures, .

So we went through the egg layers, the carnivora to the herbivorous, the
- seals and the whales, the number of species affected by man and his actions
became more and more apparent. Species after species have disappeared from the
Illawarra area which once supported one of the most diversified populations in
Australia with its varied habitats and the meeting of the warm and cold currents.
Introduced animals such as foxes, cats and rets along with roads and suburban
sprawl has reduced breeding populations into non-viable numbers that can not
survive the normal and increased mortality rates.

It's sadly fascinating to learn that some animals such as the Greater Gliders
were so dependant on their immediate habitat, that if the area was felled, they
would stay with their home tree and die. GSome animals such as Wombats do benefit
from the spread of pasture but unfortunately consider roads as part of their
territory. To the little echidna, a four lane highway might as well be the
Indian Ocean in its effect on their movements.

Mr, Robinson spoke passionately of the lack of apparent concern by the
authorities who did not heed the experiences of overseas countries in their
efforts to protect their own vanishing wild life and completely disregarded
evidence from years of research for the short term economy of politics.
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One thing I will remember is not to let the kids have a pet Wombat, doors
are no barrier to these friendly mammals if they decide to come in to watch
Fatso om T.V. Thanks to Norm Robinson for an interesting and informative
evening and for awakening our awareness to the plight of these beautiful
creatures caused by the unplanned senseless destruction by man of their habitat.

Chris Brandis.

NOVEMBER FIELD OUTING - CORRIMAL ESCARPMENT 17th November.

Thirty seven members met at the Balgownie School for the November outing
to the escarpment. The sky was overcast and rain threatened but this socon clear-
ed to a fine sunny day. Good to see a few new members join us on the walk,
Driving along a short distance to Gore Street we parked the cars.

The first sighting of the day was of a Dollarbird sitting on a dead tree a
short distance away. The colours were more pronounced in the sunlight., A twenty
minutes survey of the area produced Logrunner, White's Thrush, Catbird and more.
As we climbed the track to the rainforsst, wild gooseberries and raspberries
were seen growing, food for the fruit eating birds and some IBOC's. The call
of the Catbird was heard aelong with Eastern Whipbirds and Golden Whistlers,

Many of our members found the leeches a problem but this was soon overcome
with an applicatiocn of repellant, Morning tea was taken on a mossy rock under
the rainforest canopy. It was a beautiful, peaceful place to have a cup of tea
You really don't have to travel great distances to see some wonderful scenery,
we have it all here in Wollongong. A good sighting of the Brown Cuckoo-Dove
and the call of the Wonga Pigeon added to our list., A short distance along the
track we saw a Yellow-throated Scrubwren's nest, and later on in the day saw
many of these lovely birds, The call of the Golden Whistler and the Grey Shrike-
thrush added to our enjoyment. We saw a lot of Red Cedar trees regenerating
after the devastation caused by the timber cutters who invaded the area last
century in search of the rich harvest. Not many large trees are left now along
the escarpment because of this, Wal, our leader for the welk, pointed out that
the pit ponies were brought out of the Corrimal Mine down the escarpment track
to graze on the grassy foothills in years gone by,

Those members who were only walking with us for half a day left us, then
fifteen birdo's tackled the steep track to the top of Brokers Nose. The ranger
Warren Robinson joined us and spoke to us about the history of the area.

Arriving at a lagoon we decided to stay for lunch before the hike to the top of
the range. Arriving at the top near the T.V. aerials a magnificent view unfolded
before our eyes. The wind was pretty strong so we didn't venture too far near
the edge of the rock, After seeing our destination down below us we walksd th
short distance to the power lines and the steep track down which we had to walk,
or do I mean slide, Some members found the seats of their slacks a little
threadbare by the time they reached the bottom,

Afternoon tea was taken in a cleared spot at the bottom of the track, wWalk-
ing back past the mine buildings we headed for the cars after spending a wonderful
day birdwatching. Our thanks to Wal Emery for leading the walk and pointing out
places of interest along the way..

Some of the sightings for the day consistsd of - Lewin's Honeyeater/male
Satin Bowerbird/ King Parrot/ Mistletoebird/ Eastern Yellow Robin/ Black-faced
Monarch/ Grey Goshawk/ Large-billed Scrubwren/ Rufous Fantail. In all another
great day of birdwatching enjoyed by all who attended.

Ron Hanks,

SOME BREEDING OBSERVATIONS FROM WIRRIMBIRRA

In October, a pair of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters began building a nest in a
small shrub outside my house. They have not built so close to the house befare,
and I was looking forward to watching them raise their family.
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When the framework of the nest was complete enough for the bird to stand
in it, I watched something that I have never seen before, The bird stood in
the nest, did some construction work with its bill, and then ran on the spot in
the nest, It did a bit more nip and tuck with its bill, and had another run, I
presume this was to get the right shape and tension for the nest.

The shrub happens to be next to the bird bath, and is used regularly as a
lookout, before the birds fly down to the water, The smaller birds suddenly found
that wanting a bath had become dangerous. There were several sorties as the
honeyeaters ran off larger birds, then one morning I was attracted by a real
commotion. O0One of the honeyeaters had a Brown Thornbill actually pinned to the
ground. It was shrieking in terror, the honeyeater was yelling in rage (I swppose)
then the second honeyeater arrived to give moral support, and several other
thornbills arrived to hover ineffectually around the struggling pair on the ground.
I try to maintain a non-interference policy, but it is hard sometimes.

A couple of days later, I went to investigate the louder than usual Noisy
Friarbird calls. These birds are nesting close to the buildings for the first
time, and I have been watching with interest the increasing size of their nest.

I soon found why the friarbird was sounding so noisy. It was in the bush removing
spider webs from the honeyeaters nest. Again it was hard not to interfere, and
had I known then that the honeyeaters would abandon the nest after the inter-
ference, 1 mayfhave broken my rule. Now I am sitting looking at a tattered nest,
and the friarbird is calmly sitting on her nest,

S. Rooke, Bargo.

INTERESTING NESTING RECORD OF SUPERB FAIRY-WRENS,

Early in the spring of 1984 we were pleased toc see a pair of Superb Fairy-
wrens building a nest near our kitchen door, The nest was being built in an
exotic vine thicket growing around a downpipe. It was 1.8 metres high, the
highest Superb Fairy-wrens nest we had ever observed. The nest was very poorly
built for a wren's nest and both birds appeared to be young and inexperienced
breeders.

Eventually four young were hatched. When they were ready to leave, the
nest location proved to be a real problem, Because of the height, the birds were
unable to hop from the nest. They had to launch themselves to clear the swimming
pool and at the same time gain enough height to clear a 2.1 metre courtyard wall.

Three out of four cleared the pool, the fourth one being removed and dried
by human intervention. None cleared the courtyard wall. The parents called
vainly from the other side as the fledgelings made repeated tries to find a way
over, Human intervention opened the gate and the male entered the courtyard ancg
led his offspring to the shelter of some shrubbery., After a few days it was
evident that only one fledgeling had survived.

Within a month the female was again cbserved at the nest with feathers and
was soon sitting on eggs. After hatching the surviving immature from the previous
brood joined with the parents in feeding the young. Time to leave the nest and a
repeat performance of the:previous departure with three clearing the pool and
the fourth again having to be fished out and dried.

The fledgelings this time seemed stronger, perhaps the efforts of the
immature helping the parents to feed them played a part in this. The party re-
mained in the garden throughout the summer, During the winter of 1985 it became
necessary to replace the downpipe to which the vine containing the nest was
attached, Not a lot of care was taken as the birds appeared to have completely
abandoned the old nest.

A new pipe and the vine was tied back, with.the nest this time 300mm. lower
than before. Early spring and to our surprise the pair of fairy-wrens began to
show an interest in the old nest. A few rsarranged feathers with no work at all
to the outside and the female was again sitting.
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Feeding commenced and after a few days the female wes observed entering
then leaving the nest still with food in her mouth, Human intervention revealed
one only dead chick in the nest. This was physically removed., It is strange
for wrens to only lay one egg and we wondered afterwards if perhaps we had over-
looked a young dead cuckoo,

Within a few days the female had laid again and within a short while four
more chicks were being fed by the breeding pair., None of the fledgelings from
the previous year were present and we don't know if they perished or if they
had been enticed away to a new territory as an old male with black wings had
been present in the garden on and off throughout the year. This time the fledge-
lings left by a westerly route and all gained the safety of the shrubbery with-
out the customary swim,

Our elation at seeing our charges safely away turned to despair as their
departure was followed by three days of cold wind and rain. Alas, only one
survived but within a month our fairy-wren super mum was again sitting on eggs,
the fifth brood in the same nest over two seasons. The surviving immature, itself
less than two months old, as did the one the year before, helped feed the young,

As we write this & wesk has passed since the four fledgelings left the nest
via the western route., They all appear strong but it is again raining and the
ever present currawongs are prpwling the garden in search of an easy meal. QOut
of seventeen chicks hatched over two years we can only be sure that five are
alive and four of these are less than a week old, Will they survive? We don't
know, but if they don%t it won't be for lack of trying by our busy little, now
very experienced, fairywren parents.

Hazel & Wal Emery.

SUMMERTIME BIRDING IN NORTH QUEENSLAND.

Three days travelling with overnight stops at Girraween Nat, Park and
Mundubbera saw us arrive in Rockhampton with a sizeable list of sightings,
although at this stage it contained no species we could not have found in N.S.¥%.

This was soon to change as we headed off toward Mackay & .Cape Hillsborough
National Park. Keen eyes located eleven Australian Bustards scattered through
the grasslands north of Rockhampton, but somehow failed to detect the two operating
the radar speed trap on the side of the road, A waterhole south of Mackay produced
the first Brolgas of the trip intermixed with 400 Magpie Geese.

1f the sunny humid weather at Cape Hillsborough wasn't sufficient indication
that we had arrived in the tropics, the change in the birdlife certainly was.
Australian Brush-turkey mounds new and used were scattered at fifty metre inter-
vals along the hillside behind the camping ground and the mournful wail of the
Bush & Beach Thick~knees pierced the tranquility of the night as they patrolled
through the camping ground,

Dusky, White-throated & Yellow Honeyeaters foraged through the gums in
company with the beautiful little Yellow-bellied Sunbirds. A Large-tailed Night-
jar calling in the dawn chorous was lured to a perch above the tent by replaying
his call., A new addition to the Cape Hillsborough N.P, list. Starting at 6-00am.
to beat the heat, our walk to Hidden Valley was rewarded with sightings of Orange-
footed Scrubfowl, White-browed Robin, Wompoo & Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove and a
family of Black Butcherbirds., An interesting sighting several klms outside the
park was a breeding colony of 300+ Metallic Starlings with their large bulky nests
stacked up to six deep on top of each other like avian home units,

The hottest Mackay Christmas/New Year for twenty years forced us to retreat
to Eungella {Land of Clouds). Here we were surprised to find a sub-tropical flore
and fauna producing a species list similar to, though less diverse, than Northern
N.3.W. 0On a morning walk to Platypus Pool we located Wompoo, Rose-crowned and
Superb Fruit-Doves and no less than eleven Noisy Pittas over a 2 klm track,

From Eungella we passed through a dry, parched landscape, with the only
excitement being the sighting of another six Australian Bustards,
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North of Ayr the country became greener, with most creeks and lagoons
holding water., Several stops along the way produced hundreds of Wandering
Whistling-Duck and large numbers of Intermediate and Great Egrets. From a road-
side observation at Horseshoe Lagoon we recorded both Green and Cotton Pygmy-
Geese, Black-necked Stork, Comb-crested Jacana, Brolga and Magpie Geese estimated
in the thousands. Further north the country dried again, forcing the closure of
Mt., Elliot National Park to campers. At Townsville Common we suffered our first
disappointment., The dry conditions had turned the vast wetlands into a huge
bed of baked mud completely devoid of any birdlife. However, the dry surrounding
grassy areas produced 3 species of finch,

Lunch at the Botanic Gardens added White-gaped Honeyeater and Helmeted
Friarbird, then offttoc Mt. Spec. This tropical highland rainforest is the southerr
limit of '‘a number of species, reflected in the addition to our list of Chowchille,
Australian Fernwren, Grey-headed Robin, Tooth-billed Catbird and Bower's Shrike-
thrush, Good sightings were made of the Yellow-eyed Cuckoo-shrikes tending their
nest in the picnic ground. Although we spent some time in an area where we had
heard the Red-necked Crake calling we failed to sight this secretive rainforest
dweller. However our disappointment was quickly forgotten next morning when we
located the termite nesting mounds of two pair of Buff-breasted Paradise~king-
fishers. We were able to manoeuvre our van to within ten metres of one nest and
spend two hours observing the comings and goings of these magnificent New Guinea
migrants, from the comfort of our bed. This bird must surely rate among the
top ten of ocur most beautiful birds,

The dense tropical lowland rainforest at Mission Beach, with its almost
impenetrable jungle-like vegetation of lawyer canes and fan palms again produced
changes in the bird life. The echoing calls of the Brange-footed Scrubfowl
dominated above the calls of the smaller birds. Double-eyed Fig-Parrots and
Yellow-breasted Boatbill were recorded and a brief sighting was made of the
Southern Cassowary as it fled into the jungle,

A surprise sighting was made of a Torresian Imperial-Pigeon nesting 25 metres
high in the top of a eucalypt tree. This bird usually breeds in colonies in
mangrove or paperbark swamps mostly on offshore islands, flying daily to the
mainland to feed on the fruiting trees of the lowland rainforests. Crimson Finches
were also sighted in this open habitat.

The mud flats on the Cairns waterfront were literally crawling with waders,
Out of this mass of birds the only species we recorded not commonly found in the
Illawarra was the Common Sandpiper although more experienced wader watchers could,
probably have found.more.

At Port Douglas an early morning walk through the mangroves while waiting
to board a boat to the outer Barrier Reef located our only Shining Flycatchers,
The trip to the reef produced good sightings of Brown Booby, Common Noddy and
Black-naped Terns, which had taken up residence on the mooring platforms. Several
other sightings were made along the way but the 30 knot winds and 2 metre swell
made positive identification almost impossible.

From Port Douglas we travelled up to Mount Mclloy, across the Atherton
Tablelands and down to Palmerston National Park, Several additional species were
recorded along the way, including Macleay's Honeyeater, Bridled Honeyeater, Little
Treecreeper and S5 Buff-banded Rails. The camping area at Henrietta Creek,
Palmerston N,P, set in a reinforest clearing, was frequented by many species of
birds, and provided us with the most idyllic rainforest camp of the whole trip.
Henrietta Creek also provided us with our last chance to find the Little King-
fisher before we commenced the long trip home, After an hour long search of the
creek, which produced 3 more Azure Kingfishers, 15 in ell for the trip, and still
no Little Kingfishers, I returned to camp to find Hazel had hed a visit from two
Red-necked Crakes, a bird for which we had searched long and hard and spent many
quiet hours at mosquito infested waterholes. I resigned myself to the fact that
they might return the following evening, and we set out next morning in yet
another attempt to find the Little Kingfisher, this time with more success.
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a klm, further down the creek
200mm, of rain overnight
further sightings of the Red-

First a sighting of an immature bird, then
an adult bird quietly feeding from a low perch.
heralded the start of the wet and prevented any
necked Creke,

The 3 day return trip home provided little time for birdwatching but we
managed to add Marsh Sandpiper, Squatter Pigeon and Plum-headed Finch from meal
stops along the way. A long trip like this, 7,000klm in all, gives a good
insight intoc the dependence of birds on habitat variations and leaves one wonder-
ingwhat prevents them from crossing these sometimes visible but often invisible
barriers which confine so many species,

Wal Emery,
INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FOR SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER & NOVEMBER, 198S.
R Spectacled Manarch 1l Bass Point 5-11-85 (. Chafer
S Satin Flycatcher 2 Stanwell Park -10-85 D. Perry
MC Variegated Fairy-wren a4+ " " -11-85 "
U Yellow-tailed Blk Cockatoo 12 " " -11-85 "
U Marsh Harrier 1 Albion Park 10-9-85 P. Bath
U Pacific Heron 7 Gerringong li1-9-85 "
MC Topnot Pigeon 30+ Bellambi Creek 27-9-85 "
S Whimbrel 1l Leke Illawarra 2-10-85 ¢
U Pink-eared Duck 6 Lake Illawarra South 11-9-85 M, Parkinson
S Eastern Bristlebird 1l Barren Grounds 14-9-85 "
U White's Thrush 1l Macquarie Pass 15-5-85 »
R Great Crested Grebe 11 Wingecarribee 22-9-85 "
U Yellow Spoonbill 1l Hoskins Reserve 22-9-85 "
U Ruddy Turnstone 4 |ake Illawarra 5-11-85 *
U Sooty Dystercatcher 2 Belmore Basin 12-5-85 Ron Almond
U Peregrine Falcon 1l Keiraville 23-5-85 "
U White-headed Stilt 1l Tom Thumb Lagoon 16-11-85 "
MC Barn 0wl 1 Marshall Mount 7-11-85 A, Knowlson
MC Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 1 Mt., Kembla 1-9~-85 R, Simcock
U Cicadabird 1 Balgownie 1-11-85 W & H Emery
S Australasian Bittemrn 1 Bellambi 1-11-85 W, Emery
S Whimbrel 1 Towradgi Creek 1-11-85 W & H Emery
Light-mantled Sooty Albatross 1 East of Wollongong 27-10-85 A, McBride

Buller's Albatross Boat Trip 2nd & 3rd November Seabird C 1
Black Petrel East of Wollongong " Records per
¥hite-chinned Petrel " " " D. Fischer
Buller's Shearwater " " " "
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