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AUSTRA LIAN REED -WARBLER  

Scientific Name:  Acrocephalus australis  

Atlas Number: 524  

Description:  

The Australian Reed -Warbler  is plain olive -brown 

above, with white underparts tinged golden -

orange, and has a pale eyebrow. The sexes are 

similar. This species is more often heard than 

seen, but will be observed at times climbing 

among reeds and other water vegetation. Makes 

short l ow flights across water.  

 
Austral ian Reed -Warbler (Charles Dove)  

Similar species:  

The very similar Oriental Reed -Warbler is only a 

rare visitor to Australia, and is paler above, with a 

shorter, heavier bill and has longer, more pointed 

wings. The Australian Reed -Warbler is not 

streaked like grassbirds or cisticolas. It was 

originally in cluded as part of the Clamourous 

Reed-warbler ( Acrocephalus stentorius  ) section of 

the Old World warblers, but is now considered to 

be a separate species.  

Distribution:   

The Australian Reed -Warbler  is found throughout 

Australia where there is suitable habitat and is also 

found from New Guinea to south -eastern Africa.  

Habitat:   

The Australian Reed -Warbler  prefers dense 

vegetation alongside water, especially thick reed 

beds, as well as tall crops, bamboo thickets and 

lantana.  

 Seasonal movements:  

Sedentary in the north; migratory in the south, 

moving south to breed.  

Feeding:   

The Australian Reed-Warbler eats insects.  

Breeding:   

The Australian Reed -Warbler builds a deep cup 

nest with a narrow top opening in among dense 

reeds. It is made from dry reeds and other water 

plants woven together and lined with fine dry 

grass and feathers. The female incubates the 

eggs.  

Text courtesy :  https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/  

 

  

 

Postal address:  

PO Box 8 Keiraville 2500  

www.iboc.com.au  

Address all email correspondence to  

contactiboc@gmail.com  
 

OFFICE HOLDERS 

President:  

Vice President:  

Secretary:  

Treasurer:  

Editor:  

Web & Facebook:  

Records Officer:  

Nic Van Oudtshoorn  

Lyndall Dawson   

Mavis Robinson    

Ken Brown  

Chris. Cartledge  

Ken Brown  

Darryl Goldrick  

INDEX  

Club Activities  

Reports  

Club News etc  

Autumn Camp  

Articles of Interest  

Membership Renewal  

Links  to Articles  

Sightings  

 

Page 2 

Page 3 

Page 3 - 4 

Page 5 

Page 5 - 7 

Page 8 

Page 8 - 9 

Page 10 

 

https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/Passeriformes/Acrocephalidae/Acrocephalus/Acrocephalus-australis
https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
http://www.iboc.com.au/
mailto:contactiboc@gmail.com


Issue No 498                                       Illawarra Bird Observers Club Inc Newsletter                                              February 2025 

н 
 

EARLY MIDWEEK WALK & PICNIC  

Wednesday 5th February 2025, starts at 5pm 

Pelican Park & Picnic Island   Leader Alan Cousins 

Meet at Pelican Park, 100 Reddall Parade, Lake Illawarra.   

Link https://maps.app.goo.gl/YevXCUXCQx7sH9VH9  

Bring your binoculars, picnic dinner, chairs and camera.  

In the event of inclement weather telephone Alan: 0413 869 534  

 

CLUB MEETING  

Monday, 1 0 th  February  202 5 , commencing 7.30pm  

Secrets of the deep: Underwater life at Bass Point  

Renowned underwater photographer Robert McKee is ready to dazzle us 

as he explores the amazing  underwater world on our doorstep at this 

month's IBOC meeting.   

"After diving around Bass Point for over 40 years, I am still regularly 

amazed at the diversity of life in the area," says Robert  

"This presentation, using my photos, will surprise you with critters 

ranging from huge Humpback Whales to tiny Amphipods and life you 

never realised existed.ò 

Please bring a plate of goodies and a mug for supper after the meeting . 

 

MONTHLY OUTING  

Satur day 1 5 th  February  202 5 , starts at 9.00am  
Killalea Regional Park                                    Leaders Ken & Sue Brown  

The meeting place will be in the car park at the southern end of the road through Killalea.  From here we 

walk down the western side and explore the spit area of the Minnamurra river.  Bring morning tea and lunch. 

Enter the park and follow the road to the southern end and park there, we should be easy to find.  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/fr9HN2TqREy435jaA  

We did this walk last year and it is a pleasant walk down a grassy track and around to the beach.  The direct 

walk back up to the car park is more challenging, so I think most of us will go back up the grassy track.  

In case of inclement weather or further questions, phone Ken on 0438 298 057.  

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Monday 17th February 2025 ï The next Committee meeting will be held at 2.00pm at Peter 

Fackenderôs home, 35 Kaylaur Cres Albion Park Rail. 

 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE is Monday 24th February 2025 ï Please send contributions to newsletter@iboc.org.au  

or Chris. Cartledge PO Box 8 Keiraville NSW 2500.  In your email, please include a caption for each picture 

submitted.  Feedback on the newsletter welcomed! 

Contributors this month: Pam Hazelwood, Mike Morphett, Nic Van Oudtshoorn, Ken Brown, Darryl 

Goldrick and Charles Dove. 

Proofreader: Ken Brown               Thanks to all! - Editor 

 

 
This colourful sea slug is one of 

the jewels underwater at  
Bass Point  

 
(Charles Dove )  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/YevXCUXCQx7sH9VH9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/fr9HN2TqREy435jaA
mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
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REPORTS 
Christmas Picnic & Walk 

Integral Energy Park - Stream Hill 

Monday 9 December 2024        By Chris. Cartledge 

IBOCôs Festive season celebration was once again a 

great success with twenty-two members turning up 

despite the threatening skies the whole time we 

were there.   Seeing 36 species in such a short walk, 

which took about an hour, is pretty good birding 

(36BPH).  This wonderful bush reserve is one of 

those places where you can get close up and the 

regulars were there showing off as usual, the 

Silvereyes, Grey Fantails, Lewinôs Honeyeaters, 

Golden Whistlers etc.  The Eastern Whipbirds were a 

bit harder to see, despite consistently telling us 

where they were. 

If ever you want to show a friend a dollar bird this is 

the place to take them, they are always there on the 

power wires.  Special for me were the Pacific Koels.  

Nice to see a male & a female posing for some time 

side by side.  In this species, the female is the more 

resplendent. 

PS: Ken & Sue Brown were unintended apologies 

when they were held up in the Newcastle area with 

a vehicle problem.  We also had apologies from 

Lyndall & Terry Dawson, who had an 80th birthday to 

attend. 

Bird List ï 36 Species 

Crested Pigeon  Little Wattlebird 

Bar -shouldered Dove  New Holland Honeyeater 

Pacific Koel  Yellow Thornbill 

Fan- tailed Cuckoo  Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Australian Pelican  Eastern Whipbird 

Laughing Kookaburra  Golden Whistler 

Sacred Kingfisher  Grey Butcherbird 

Dollarbird  Grey Fantail 

Nankeen Kestrel  Black-faced Monarch 

Galah  Magpie-lark 

Sulphur -crested Cockatoo  Australian Raven 

Eastern Rosella  Welcome Swallow 

Rainbow Lorikeet  Red-whiskered Bulbul 

Satin Bowerbird  Silvereye 

Variegated Fairywren  Common Myna 

Eastern Spinebill  Common Blackbird 

Lewin's Honeyeater  Mistletoebird 

Noisy Miner  Red-browed Finch 

eBird checklist S205050945 

 

CLUB NEWS 
Comings and Goingsé 

Welcome to new member Rhys Morris from 

Kangaroo Valley. 

Welcome back to Florence Rankin & Graeme Lock 

Lee from Jamberoo. 

Farewell to long-term member Edwin Youll, aged 

92 and now living in Queensland. 

 

óItôs Been a Long Walkô 
A new book by IBOC member Charles Dove 

I have just published my latest book ñItôs Been a 

Long Walkò.  Featuring many of our wildlife species, 

taking you on a journey to different habitats over a 

couple of Australian states from Toowoomba QLD 

and beyond.  I have included a species index at the 

end of the book.  

 

With 228 full gloss pages and 500 images at the 

cost of $120 (+$8.80 postage if needed) it reflects 

the size and content of this book.  

Payment is required when ordering with 

approximately 3 weeks for delivery. 

You will need to contact me either by 

messenger or email powerart@bigpond.net.au 

for order details.  

 

                                                              Χ/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǇŀƎŜ п 

 

mailto:powerart@bigpond.net.au


Issue No 498                                                Illawarra Bird Observers Club Inc Newsletter                                    February 2025 

п 
 

óItôs Been A Long Walkô  
                                 by Charles Dove  2024 

As one continues the never-ending walk 

hoping to hear the wildlife talk 

we might start to see shadows in the sky 

where many a bird once used to fly 

 

But as time goes on, we do not see 

a lot of the wildlife that use to be 

for so many of mankind 

do not find the time 

 

To think about those that live around us 

in the fields and forests without any fuss 

and now we no longer hear the songs 

where the forests and fields have long gone 

 

We now have many a small group 

that have formed a troop 

to help try and restore 

the wildlife that was there before 

 

If we could become a volunteer 

it might help to spare a tear 

for many who see the great decline 

in the wildlife that used to shine 

 

Artist in Residence        by Mike Morphett 

 

After last night's storm and rain, followed by a 

welcome drop in temperature today, there's been 

much activity around Bluey's bower.  I spotted him 

prancing about with a crimson rosella feather in his 

bill to attract the females.  So, I had to investigate 

when things were quiet.  No sign of the feather, but 

the piece  de resistance: a paintbrush among his 

ornaments.  Now where would he have found that? 

Bowerbirds are  known to 'paint' the inside of their 

bowers with berry juice with their beaks, so I might 

have to think of another name for Bluey if he uses 

this paintbrush for a mural.  Maybe Michelangelo.  
 

Q&A (SMH 25 Oct 24) 

In Macbeth, which bird is on the witchesô ingredient 

list?                Answer page 9 

The Ballad of Buck, the Corella  
                                By Bill Carwardine  1997 

Snow white and yella,  

Our Little Corella,  

Touched the hearts of both Olia and me.  

The knee never bent,  

He was independent,  

As proud as a cocky could be.  

 

When I called in to talk- 

Not even a squawk- 

He'd pretend that I just wasn't there.  

He talked when he chose,- 

Just nibbled his toes,- 

And gave me the prisoner's stare.  

 

But last night at eleven, 

He was screaming to heaven:  

I raced out and saw he was down.  

Ruffled feathers all white,  

In the dark of the night- 

A seven-foot snake had him down.  

 

Screamin' and writhin',  

In the coils of that Python,  

Poor Bucket was in a bad state.  

So I whip-cracked the snake,  

Till I made his hold break,  

And I rushed to give aid to my mate.  

 

He died in my arms,  

And I cried as his charms, 

Slipped away to a place known to none.  

And I said a short prayer, 

As I buried him there- 

Farewell! Dosvidanya! Old son.  

 

Corella, Corella,  

My brave little fella,  

Who now will shout "Olia" at dawn?  

At least I'll sleep in- 

I'll just bear it and grin,  

And leave myself no time to mourn.  

The late Bill Carwardine OAM was an IBOC member and 

foundation president of the South Coast Conservation 

Society in 1969. 

 

 

 

Grey butcherbird 

responding to calls 

from its kind across 

backyard gardens. 

         Mike Morphett 

 

.
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Autumn Camp ï Canberra, 22-29 March 2025                                 Ken & Sue Brown 

The Canberra region offers a variety of birding habitats, with wetlands and woodlands, riparian corridors, 

botanical gardens, national parks and many nature reserves. 

We will be staying on the northern outskirts, just before the NSW/ACT border.   

The details are: 

Dates: Check-in Saturday 22 March 2025, check out Saturday 29 March 2025.   

But you can stay longer or shorter if you wish. 

Park:  Capital Country Holiday Park 

Address: 47 Bidges Rd, Sutton 

Phone:  02 6230 3433 

Web site: https://www.capitalcountryholidaypark.com.au/ 

The park has a variety of cabin types and for the vans there are powered, unpowered and ensuite sites.  

The park has reserved a couple of each type of cabin and site for us and will hold them until about the end 

of January.  They are offering us a small discount on the normal cabin prices.  If you book early, you will 

have more choice of cabin types. 

When you book, tell them you are from the Illawarra Bird Observers Club and you may quote the group 

booking number #141277.  After you book, please send us an email at membership@iboc.org.au and 

tell us what dates and accommodation you have booked. 

The options are: 

¶ Lake Villa (2 bedrooms, sleeps 5)   $165 per night  

¶ Bungalow (2 bedrooms, sleeps 4)   $155 per night  

¶ Rosella Villa (3 bedrooms, sleeps 6)  $170 per night  

¶ Park Villa (2 bedrooms, sleeps 6)   $145 per night  

¶ Country Cabin (sleeps 2)    $100 per night  

¶ Ensuite site      $75 per night  

¶ Powered site      $45 per night  

¶ Unpowered site     $36 per night   

When you book, you will need to pay the first nightôs accommodation cost as the deposit.  The balance will 

be due the day before arrival. 

 

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Watchful wonga                                                                                                   Mike Morphett  

January 6, 2025: This summer a wonga pigeon has become a regular 

visitor to my backyard and lately on a daily basis: so much so that Iôve 

given it the moniker of Willy Wonga, inspired by Roald Dahlôs fictitious 

chocolatier, though it could be a female,  and it doesnôt have chocolate-

coloured plumage .  Among the variety of habitats Graham Pizzey listed 

in his Field Guide  (1997) is ñquiet gardens near bushò, which sums up my 

modest Thirroulian domain.  

Representative of its species, this bird is a creature of habit, always 

accessing my back garden via one of two routes and usually on foot .  It 

does a few tours of the lawn, mainly picking up grass seed, and then beside my aviary to collect any stray 

seed .  All the time, it is on the lookout for any threat .  Its eyesight must be superb, for any slight movement 

I might make up on my verandah will cause it to retreat quickly on foot .  

The 1979 edition of Readerôs Digest Complete Book of Australian Birds 

points out a wonga pigeon ñis an extremely alert bird and is almost 

impossible to stalk.ò I fancy this ground-dwelling species evolved this way 

at least for self -preservation: to avoid ending up down the throat of 

predators; namely, a fox or Indigenous hu nter -gathers, who probably 

named it in imitation of its oft repeated call .  Then followed the early 

settlers from Britain .  In The Birds of Australia  (1848) John Gould recorded 

that ñit is a great delicacy for the table; its large size [36-40 cm] and the 

whiteness of its flesh rendering it in this respect second to no other 

https://www.capitalcountryholidaypark.com.au/
mailto:membership@iboc.org.au
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member of its family.ò Five years earlier in his ódown-underô research he had 

given the taxonomic label of Leucosarcia  for this genus from the Greek, 

meaning ówhite-fleshô.  For me the attraction of this species is the bold 

plumage markings as well as its fascinating behaviour .  When significantly 

disturbed, my visiting wonga will take off over the back fence, as per the 

Readerôs Digest description, ñwith loud wing-claps and sail awayò.  Otherwise, 

it will exit on foot along my shaded short path and fly up on to the top of the 

fence.  

This particular afternoon Willy spent over half an 

hour alternately feeding, preening and 

sunbathing .  This time I was fortunate to take a number of photographs, 

particularly of the latter activity, while it appeared very much at ease .  Its lying 

to one side to raise one wing upright allowed the sunôs rays to penetrate its 

feathers and maybe get rid of any irksome parasite .  The pose resembled a 

yacht lurching to port or starboard for the sails to capture most of the prevailing 

wind .  Further opportunities for observation were stymied by roof - fixing activity 

next -door, which caused the bird to decamp .  This pigeon is welcome whenever 

quietness returns here; for it does compensate somewhat for the definite 

decline in number of my recorded visiting avian species, particularly among the 

smaller bush birds.  

 

Australiaôs rarest bird of prey photographed in Central Australia 

Press Release ï Australian Wildlife Conservancy 23 Jan 2025 

An endangered Red Goshawk photographed in Central Australia last week marks the first confirmation of 

this species in the region for three decades. The raptor, described as Australiaôs rarest bird of prey, was 

spotted by resident ecologist Dr Tim Henderson at Newhaven Wildlife Sanctuary, on Ngalia Walpiri and 

Luritja Country west of Alice Springs. 

Dr Henderson, who leads a team of ecologists at the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) sanctuary, said 

it was a chance encounter that came as a big surprise. 

ñLast week I was out radio-tracking some possums in the northern part of the sanctuary when I saw this 

large, reddish-brown bird of prey flying overhead, which looked different to any species Iôd expect to see 

out here,ò he said. 

Luckily, Dr Henderson had his camera at hand and was able 

to snap a series of clear photos before the bird flew out of 

sight. It was only when reviewing the images later and 

conferring with some trusted experts that his suspicions 

were confirmed. ñMy jaw dropped when I realised what it 

was,ò he said. 

On Sunday, the Red Goshawk (Dr Henderson presumes it 

was the same individual) was seen and photographed again 

at a nearby wetland, possibly drawn to the chance of 

catching waterbirds which are occasionally on the menu for 

the raptor.                                                                                                         (Tim Henderson/Australian Wildlife Conservancy) 

Newhaven is a long way from the areas where Red Goshawks have been recorded breeding in recent years. 

The desert sanctuary covers an area larger than the ACT, including ancient sandstone ranges, spinifex plains 

and patches of mulga woodland; all managed for conservation by AWC. The non-profit organisation works 

closely with the local community to remove invasive species and improve fire patterns to promote 

biodiversity. 

Red Goshawks have been confirmed at several other AWC sanctuaries and partnership sites across 

northern Australia, including Piccaninny Plains, Mornington, and on Wilinggin Country in the Kimberley. 

As for whether more sightings around Newhaven are likely, Dr Henderson said heôll continue to keep his 

camera close by. ñWeôre not sure how long it will stick around, but weôll definitely be keeping an eye out.ò 

Read the full story - Australiaôs rarest bird of prey photographed in Central Australia   

https://www.australianwildlife.org/wildlife/red-goshawk/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/newhaven/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/piccaninny-plains/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/mornington-marion-downs/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/wilinggin/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/red-goshawk-sighting/
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Western Australiaôs endangered cockatoo among worldôs longest-living birds 

The Guardian ï 28 Nov 2024 

Western Australiaôs endangered Carnabyôs cockatoos can 

live up to 35 years in the wild, making them one of the 

longest-lived bird species, according to a study that began 

in 1969. 

Eight Carnabyôs cockatoos aged between 21 and 35 years 

have been recorded, according to research published in 

Pacific Conservation Biology. 

The oldest bird, at 35 years old, was first recorded as an 

egg in August 1986. The report co-author Peter Mawson, a 

researcher with Western Australiaôs biodiversity 

department, said the male cockatoo ñlooked as healthy         

as the day he left the nestò, and was still breeding when last sighted in 2021. 

Carnabyôs cockatoos are large black birds with white cheeks and tail panels, which only occur in south-

western WA. They mature late, produce few young and have low survival rates in their first year of life, 

Mawson said. 

ñThey have to live that long to guarantee they can produce enough offspring to replace the breeding pair,ò 

he said. Most of the oldest birds were still with their breeding partner, or in a nest with a nestling when last 

spotted.   

The population at Coomallo Creek, between Perth and Geraldton, has been studied for more than 55 years, 

with researchers visiting each breeding season during 1969-1996 and 2009-2023. Modern camera 

technology made it possible to read identifying bird bands, even when the cockatoos were in flight. 

The age of wild Carnabyôs cockatoos placed them in the top 2% of long-lived birds recorded according to 

Australia, UK and US bird band registers, the study said. Shearwaters, albatross, cormorants and petrels 

were among those reaching maximum life spans of 40-plus years.  Read the full story  see also óThey used 

to blacken the skyô: the siren song of the magnificent Carnabyôs cockatoo. 

 

Dead native birds and flying foxes found in SA town home to one of worldôs 

largest lead smelters                 The Guardian ï 5 Dec 2024 

Testing found acute lead toxicosis as cause of death of two 

lorikeets, a honeyeater and three grey-headed flying foxes 

in Port Pirie 

Dozens of native birds and flying foxes have been killed by 

ñacuteò lead poisoning in the South Australian regional town 

of Port Pirie, with contamination fears in the town that is 

home to one of the worldôs largest lead smelters. 

Earlier this year locals in the 17,600-person town raised the 

alarm when they began to find dead native birds and flying 

foxes in large numbers in parks and green spaces, with 

subsequent testing of several animals showing they died 

from acute lead poisoning.                                                                          (Charles Dove) 

Pictures of dead and sick animals had been posted to social media asking for more information, with some 

initially speculating it may have been the result of bird flu. Some users reported they had buried the animals 

after they found them. 

Two lorikeets, a honeyeater and three grey-headed flying foxes were sent for laboratory testing that ruled 

out avian bird flu or any other virus and confirmed the animals died from lead poisoning. 

ñSubsequent testing determined acute lead toxicosis as the cause of death of these animals,ò the 

spokesperson said. ñFurther analyses concluded the animals likely had direct access to a source of lead 

causing an acute process, rather than a slow accumulation that developed over time.ò  Read the full story 

  

 
(Raeline Smith ï Birdlife Australia) 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/sep/26/they-used-to-blacken-the-sky-the-siren-song-of-the-magnificent-carnabys-cockatoo
https://doi.org/10.1071/PC24066
https://doi.org/10.1071/PC24066
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/28/western-australias-endangered-cockatoo-among-worlds-longest-living-birds?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/sep/26/they-used-to-blacken-the-sky-the-siren-song-of-the-magnificent-carnabys-cockatoo
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/sep/26/they-used-to-blacken-the-sky-the-siren-song-of-the-magnificent-carnabys-cockatoo
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2024/dec/05/native-birds-flying-foxes-lead-port-pirie-south-australia-ntwnfb?utm_term=6750b3bdef59765532dd835777d90226&utm_campaign=MorningMailAUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=morningmailau_email
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Please ignore this notice if you have already renewed for 2025 

Annual membership fees are due 1st January each year 

 

Fees remain unchanged at Single:$40 and Family:$50 however, the Committee has decided that from 

2025 we will recover the costs of posting paper copies of the newsletter to ordinary members.  If you 

currently receive a posted newsletter there is a $30 fee in addition to the subscription fee.   Alternatively, 

you can switch to receiving the newsletter by email.   

 

Renewing members do not need to use a aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴκwŜƴŜǿŀƭ CƻǊƳ if there has been no 

change to your details in the past 12 months.   

 

If  you are coming to a meeting, you can hand your payment to the Treasurer.   Otherwise, you can 

make the payment electronically using EFT (preferred), or post a cheque to IBOC PO Box 8 Keiraville 

2500. 

 

Make your EFT payment to:  

     BSB:  641800 

     Account no:  200613494 

     Account name:  Illawarra Birds Observers Club 

     Payment Reference: Your name or a code number if not able to enter your name 

 

After your EFT payment please send an email to membership@iboc.org.au advising your name (or code 

number), amount paid and the payment date. 

 

If you have a change of details, hand your completed aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴκwŜƴŜǿŀƭ CƻǊƳ to the 
Treasurer,  attach it to your post-payment email or post it to the address shown on the form. 

 

Membership queries:  Send an email to membership@iboc.org.au  if you have any questions about 

your membership status.   

 

LINKS TO ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Granite Island penguins are bolder and more aggressive than those in less disturbed places 

There are only a few little penguins left on Granite Island but they're bolder than most and researchers 

are keen to find out why.   Read the full story 

Climate change blamed for Penguin Island wildlife loss amid calls to shut tourists out  

Conservationists are calling for Penguin Island to be closed to visitors to allow the dwindling little penguin 

population to recover, but the state government insists the decline is due to climate change and not 

tourism.  Read the full story 

Weekend Birder  

Kirsty Costa founded Weekend Birder  in 2022 with a mission to make birdwatching accessible and 

enjoyable for everyone. She has learned that watching and listening to birds activates awe and wonder, 

improves wellbeing, and deepens personal connections to nature.  

Weekend Birder podcast s celebrate the stories and insights of everyday people. Guests share their bird 

knowledge and birdwatching skills during short, engaging episodes. The podcast has grown to reach 

thousands of listeners in over 75 countries, inspiring a global community of b ird enthusiasts.  

Weekend Birder How - to guides  cover essential topics like getting started with birdwatching, identifying 

Australian bird species, and discovering the best birding locations across Australia.  

Weekend Birder Meet -ups  are unique and affordable opportunities to connect with other bird enthusiasts. 

These curated experiences, organized in collaboration with birdwatching groups and experienced guides, 

combine birdwatching with leisure and relaxation.  

 

https://www.iboc.com.au/uploads/7/2/5/8/72581007/iboc_mem_fill_11nov24.pdf
mailto:membership@iboc.org.au
https://www.iboc.com.au/uploads/7/2/5/8/72581007/iboc_mem_fill_11nov24.pdf
mailto:membership@iboc.org.au
https://newsapp.abc.net.au/newsapp/104721968?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://newsapp.abc.net.au/newsapp/104792226?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://www.weekendbirder.com/
https://www.weekendbirder.com/podcast
https://www.weekendbirder.com/how-tos
https://www.weekendbirder.com/meet-ups
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Upgraded Wodi Wodi track reopens in time for summer walks 

Illawarra bushwalkers can again hit the trails in the Illawarra Escarpment with the reopening of the Wodi 

Wodi Walking Track.  The 2.15-kilometre upgraded track is the latest stage in the Great Southern Walk 

from southern Sydney to Bulli Tops.  Read the full story 

Tasmania's south-east coast 'glows' with bioluminescent algae, pointing to imbalance in 

marine ecosystem 

Bioluminescent alga that appears pinkish-red in the day and glows blue when disturbed has appeared 

across Tasmania's south-eastern coastline.  Dr Lisa-ann Gershwin, a biologist and world-leading expert on 

jellyfish, says the algae could be fatal for other sea life.  Read the full story 

Birdlife Australia - Your 2024 Impact Report 

We have had wonderful successes this past year ï including saving Toondah Harbour from an irresponsible 

proposal and seeing the first recorded breeding success between zoo-bred and wild-born Critically 

Endangered Regent Honeyeaters in NSW. 

Read about these, and other stories, in Your 2024 Impact Report and watch the short thank-you message 

from our staff across Australia, to you! 

How to tell the difference between Australian crows and ravens 

The mournful caw of a crow is part of Australia's bush soundtrack. But is it the sound of a crow or in fact a 

raven? It depends on where in Australia you are. Here are some tips on identifying these intelligent but 

often maligned creatures.  Read the full story 

World's oldest known wild bird, an albatross named Wisdom, lays egg at 74 

Wisdom the Laysan albatross lays another egg this year at the Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge in 

Hawaii with a new mating partner.  Read the full story 

The ócrazy bird ladyô standing between Sydneyôs shorebirds and extinction 

Sydneysider Julie Keating had a career in finance and planned to spend her retirement travelling the 

world. A pair of shorebirds set her on a very different path. 

About 10 years ago, a pair of Australian pied oystercatchers nested outside her home in Maianbar, on the 

southern shore of Port Hacking near the Royal National Park.  Read the full story  (could be pay-walled) 

Comedy Wildlife Photography Awards 2024 

The free competition is open to all wildlife photography novices, amateurs and professionals and 

celebrates the hilarity of our natural world. From a surprised otter to a swearing turtle, Comedy Wildlifeôs 

photographs transcend cultures and ages to bring a smile to everyoneôs face.  See the 2024 winners 
 

Pamsô Precious Pics 
Club member Pam Hazelwood has been revisiting her collection of photos taken over 10 years ago and 

editing them with new software, here are a couple of samples. 

 
Male and female Rainbow bee-eaters on the  

Shoalhaven river 

 
Red-capped Robins- male feeding young at 

Hattah/Kulkyne National Park 
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