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AUSTRA LIAN REED -WARBLER
Scientific Name: Acrocephalus australis

Atlas Number: 524

Description:

The Australian Reed -Warbler is plain olive -brown
above, with white underparts tinged golden -
orange, and has a pale eyebrow. The sexes are
similar. This species is more often heard than
seen, but will be observed at times climbing
among reeds and other water vegetation. Makes

short | ow flights across water.
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Austral ian Reed -Warbler (Charles Dove)

Similar species:

The very similar Oriental Reed  -Warbler is only a
rare visitor to Australia, and is paler above, with a
shorter, heavier bill and has longer, more pointed
wings. The Australian Reed -Warbler is not
streaked like grassbirds or cisticolas. It was
originally in cluded as part of the Clamourous
Reed-warbler ( Acrocephalus stentorius ) section of
the Old World warblers, but is now considered to

be a separate species.

Distribution:

The Australian Reed -Warbler is found throughout
Australia where there is suitable habitat and is also
found from New Guinea to south -eastern Africa.

Habitat:

The Australian Reed -Warbler prefers dense

vegetation alongside water, especially thick reed
beds, as well as tall crops, bamboo thickets and
lantana.

Seasonal movements:
Sedentary in the north; migratory in the south,
moving south to breed.

Feeding:

The Australian Reed-Warbler eats insects.

Breeding:

The Australian Reed -Warbler builds a deep cup
nest with a narrow top opening in among dense
reeds. It is made from dry reeds and other water
plants woven together and lined with fine dry
grass and feathers. The female incubates the

eggs.

Text courtesy : https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
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EARLY MI DWEEK &VAARIKCNI C
Wednesdatyh Februabytdbf2s at 5pm
Pelican&P&rikcknic | sl and LeadA&Iran Cousin

Meet at Pal kOcORmddal | ,Pakade¢ | L awarr a
Limkt tps:// maps.app.goo.gl/YevXCUXCQx7sHY

Bring your bi nodiund meahsasiarpd coramer a.
I n the event of i ntcelbeoppAlt atv¢283 h8&69 534

(Charles Dove )

CLUB MEETING

Monday, 1 0™ February 202 5, commencing 7.30pm
Secrets of the deep: Underwater life at Bass Point

Renowned underwater photographer Robert McKee is ready to dazzle us
as he explores the amazing underwater world on our doorstep at this
month's IBOC meeting.

"After diving around Bass Point for over 40 years, | am still regularly
amazed at the diversity of life in the area," says Robert

%

"This presentation, using my photos, will surprise you with critters This colourful sealg is n of
ranging from huge Humpback Whales to tiny Amphipods and life you the jewels underwater at
never realised existed. o Bass Point

Please bring a plate of goodies and a mug for supper after the meeting

MONTHLY OUTING
Satur day 15™ February 202 5, starts at 9.00am
Kill alea Regional Par k Lead&Kren & Sue Bro

The meeting place wildl be in the car park at t he shoeurteh ewer
wal k down the western side and explore tBeisgimoanengofenh

Enter the park and follow the road to the southern end an

https:// maps.app.goo.gl/fr9HN2TgQREYy435j aA

We did this walk | ast year and it is a pleasant wal k down
wal k back up to the car park is more challenging, so | th

I n case of inclement weathephd&Kreraf omt De&0838qR2&8t 0&GITS

NEXT COMMI TTEE MEETI NG

Mondaly7Z"Febraw 03 i The n@xmmi t neeti ng Wwel d2 h@0 pantPet er
Fackendeme35 Kayl aur Cres Al bion Park Rail

NEWSLETTER

DEADLI NBMorday24!"Febuary 20R5easedontri bumieowsd etter @i boc.
orChris. CaPrQ IBeodxge8 Kei ravi.lllne yoSnl i@é&addVe i nclude a caption
submit Ffeéedback on the newdletter wel comed

Contributors t:WPiasn mamrzteh wood, Mi ke Mor phet tKenNiBa @manmd Oudt s
Gol draincdkhar De s.e

Proofr e:akKdeenr Br own Thanks !'t&datbr


https://maps.app.goo.gl/YevXCUXCQx7sH9VH9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/fr9HN2TqREy435jaA
mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
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REPORTS CLUB NEWS
Christmas Picnic & Wal kComings and éGoi ngs

I ntegr al Ener8yr @amkHi | | Wel come etw mmembRBRhys Mo rfrriesm

i Kangaroo.VaIIey
Monda% December 2®%4Chris. Cartl edge

Wel c ome thdalckr e Ra@ k i&n Gr aeme L oc
| BOCO6s Featsowecaosleehasatormme Ei&l@iefnro@’namberoo

great success -twwa hmetmbeenrtsy t br "| v, lel
despite the threatening sk'g%re“ﬁe OHFPSOEO W??ﬁ%jew{/vg oaugl €

were there. Seeing 36 speC|eas %w' dH Y ' Q””v&‘asl'ka”d
whi ctchook about an hour, i s pretty good birdlng

(36BPH) . This wonder ful blus reserve is one of

those places where you can gto%lgseeenu (Pntgnewalk
regul ars were there showind BEW laeolkB@Dmmemelarles Do
Silvereyes, Gr ey Fantail s, IL‘ﬁ‘é(iv'éésjué"tonﬁé(SF"it§ﬁéd my | at

Gol den Whi stTlher £aesttee.r n Whi pbigndgs Wag'&«®t@ring many of our

bit harder to see, despitegepalgsyentlon sejfbipPfewWsto di
where they were. couple of Australian states |

I f ever you want to show a f?l He‘yibﬁgpggriglc dteﬁigl PoEC
the place to take t hem, theyegr Wa)?s tolqle(f on the
power wires. Speci al f &oelme.
Nice to see a male & a f emall
side by side. In this speci e
resplendent .
PS: K& nSue Brown were uninft
when they were held up in t
a vehicle probl em. We al s
Lyndall & Terry Dawsbhjrwhd
attend.

Bird LB$§Epecies
Crested Pigeon Little Wattl ebi With 228 full gl oss pageat atnhde
Bar -shouldered Dove New Holland Hon cost of( $882.080 postageitifr enfelee
Pacific Koel Yell ow Thornbill the size and content of this |
Fan-tailed Cuckoo Bl a-€tkkced Cushkod Payment i s required when
Australian Pelican Eastern Whipbir appxiomat®lweeks for delivery.
Laughing Kookaburra Gol den Whistlerl You wi | | need t o contact r
Sacred Kingfisher Grey Butcherbir messenger orpoewearialrt @bi gpond.r
Dollarbird Grey Fantail for order details.
Nankeen Kestrel Bl a-t eced Monar ¢
Galah Magp-l ar k
Sulphur -crested Cockatoo Australian Rave
Eastern Rosella Wel come Swal l ow
Rainbow Lorikeet Redvhi skered Bul
Satin Bowerbird Silvereye
Variegated Fairywren Common Myna
Eastern Spinebill Common Bl ackbir
Lewin's Honeyeater Mi stl etoebird
Noisy Miner Recdor owed Finch

eBird checkd506%4520 Xl 2y o yizI n


mailto:powerart@bigpond.net.au
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d 66 Been A Lobg Wal k The Balot aBuck, the Corel]l
by Charl e20Déve By Bill Catwavdine
As one contnevesmdi magl k Snow white and yell a,
hoping to hear the wildlife @ud kLittl e Corell a,
we mi ght searshtdows in theg Tokuwched the hearts of both Ol
where many a bird once used Tlhe fkryee never bent,
He was independent,
But as tiomewgo@&se not see As proud as a cocky could be.
a |lot of the wildlife that (use to be
for so many of mankind When | called in to talék
do not find the ti me Not even a squawk
He'd pretend that | just wasn'
To think about those that I|lidhe tabkheadecwisesne,
in the fields and forests wiluwotutniamlyl d-disksi s toes,
and now we no |l onger hear thendogawe me the prisoner's st ;
where the forests and fields have |l ong gone
But Il ast night at el even,
We now have many a small grlode® was screaming to heaven:
that have formed a troop I raced out and saw he was do}
to help try and restore Ruffled feathers all white,
the wildlife that was thereg Ibreftohe dark of the night
Asevdmestnake had him down.
I f we could become a volunt|eer
it might help to spare a tea$creamin’ and writhin',
for many who see the great |dlecrltime coils of that Python,
in the wildlife that wused tloPesdr nBucket was in a bad stat
So | whiagked the snake,
) . Till |1 made his hold break,
Artist in ResbyeMi&e MorpRRHt| rushed to give aid to m
He died in my ar ms,
And | c¢cried as his char ms,
SIli pped away to a place known
And | said a short prayer,
As | buried- him there
Farewel | ! Dosvidanya! Ol d son.
Corell a, Corell a,
My brave |ittle fella,
Who now will shout "Olia" at
At least I- 11 sl eep in
"Il just bear it and gri n,
Af ter Il ast night's storm amchdr heaye froydelwednoby i me t o mi
wel come .dr.op in temperatureTgeo-dlaayt,e bplelreéﬁm\s%%gigm& @ENDb e r
much activity around BIpwey'e#om(ﬁW‘Q{i'on presiSdenhh @€&badtheCons:«
prancing about with a crimsgogpchieapbba feather in his
bill to attractSothé hemalte®sinvestigate
when things wBoesigogmneof the
the pideeceresi sd apaent brush |a
ornamenNosw where would he hja v
Bower bir dsnoawne to ' paint' t|h P i T )
bowers with berry juice witlh grpympgh{:herbl
have to think of anot her na rheeSpuos_nes'ng_tO
this paintbrushMayobre aMintuhreallja from its kind
backyard garde
Mi ke Mor phe
Q&A(SMH 25 Oct 24) X
| Macbettwhich bird is on the di ent
list? Answer page—s

n
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Autumn Ca@anberra29 2March 2025 Ken & Sue Brown
The Canberra region offers a variety of birding habitats,
botanical gardens, nati onal parks and many nature reserve
We will be staying on the northern outskirts, just before
The details are:
Dat es: Cheeikn Saturday 22 March 2025, check out Saturd
But you can stay |l onger or shorter i f you wish
Par k: Capit al Country Holiday Park

Address47 Bidges Rd, Sutton
Phone: 02 6230 3433
Web site:ttps://www.capitalcountryholidaypark.com. au/

The park has a variety of cabin types and for the vans t
The park has reserved a couple of each type of cabin and
of January. They are s€beningnusha somambl dcabienarplyy,.c ewi. |
have more choice of cabin types.

When you book, tell them you are from the 11| |lcawoatreg at BBa rgr
booking number #14ARRt%7&r you book, pl e asnee nsbeenrds hu sp @ b eemdir |
tell us what dates and accommodation you have booked.
The options ar e:

1 Lake Villa (2 bedrooms, sleeps 5) $165 per night

1 Bungalow (2 bedrooms, sleeps 4) $155 per night

1 Rosella Villa (3 bedrooms, sleeps 6) $170 per night

1 Park Villa (2 bedrooms,  sleeps 6) $145 per night

1 Country Cabin (sleeps 2) $100 per night

1 Ensuite site $75 per night

1 Powered site $45 per night

1 Unpowered site $36 per night
When yowkou will need to pay the first nightés accommodat

be due the day before arrival

ARTI CLES OF I NTEREST

Watchful wonga Mike Morphett
January 6, 2025: This summer a wonga pigeon has become a regular

visitor to my backyard and | ately on

given it the moniker of Willy Wonga,

chocolatier, though it could be a female, and it doesndt +ha

coloured plumage . Among the variety of habitats Graham Pizzey listed
inhis FieldGuide ( 1997) is Aquiet gardens near
modest Thirroulian domain.

Representative of its species, this bird is a creature of habit, always
accessing my back garden via one of two routes and usually on foot It :
does a few tours of the lawn, mainly picking up grass seed, and then beside my aviary to coIIect any stray

seed. Allthe time, itis on the lookout for any threat . Its eyesight must be superb, for any slight movement

I might make up on my verandah will cause it to retreat quickly on foot .

The 1979 editon of Reader 6s Digest Compl ete Book
points out a wonga pigeon Ais an extrel
i mpossible to stal k. édwellingspenias gvolvet thiswag r o u n ¢
at least for self -preservation: to avoid ending up down the throat of

predators; namely, a fox or Indigenous hu nter -gathers, who probably
named it in imitation of its oft repeated call . Then followed the early
settlers from Britain . In The Birds of Australia  (1848) John Gould recorded
that Ait is a great delicacy f4oam]andtee t ab

whiteness of its flesh rendering it in this respect second to no other

P


https://www.capitalcountryholidaypark.com.au/
mailto:membership@iboc.org.au
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member of its family. o0 Five-unadard eaersleiae
given the taxonomic label of Leucosarcia for this genus from the Greek,
meani ng -6 Wlk.is tFér me the attraction of this species is the bold
plumage markings as well as its fascinating behaviour . When significantly
disturbed, my visiting wonga will take off over the back fence, as per the

Reader 6s dRisgestpti on, 0wveiltahp sl candd veidthgrwise,w a
it will exit on foot along my shaded short path and fly up on to the top of the

fence.

This particular afternoon Willy spent over half an ;
hour alternately feeding, preening and RS
sunbathing . This time | was fortunate to take a number of photographs,
particularly of the latter activity, while it appeared very much at ease . Itslying

to one side to raise one wing upright allo
feathers and maybe get rid of any irksome parasite . The pose resembled a

yacht lurching to port or starboard for the sails to capture most of the prevailing

wind . Further opportunities for observation were stymied by roof -fixing activity

next -door, which caused the bird to decamp . This pigeon is welcome whenever

quietness returns here; for it does compensate somewhat for the definite

decline in number of my recorded visiting avian species, particularly among the

smaller bush birds.

Australiabés rarest bird of prey photographed in
Press RélAaissead alian Wildlife ZORServancy 23 Jan
An endanBedeGosphwhk ographed in Central Australia | ast we

this species in the region for three decades. The raptor
spotted by resident ecol ogiNsetwhrvehi Vi HdhdéeosdSmNgthunay Wal
Luritja Country west of Alice Springs.

Dr Henderson, who | eads a team of ecologists at the Austr
it was a chance encounter that came as a big surprise.
ALast week | whasaoktngadome possums in the northern part
| arge, fbeddinshbi rd of prey flying overhead, which |l ooked
out here,0 he said.

Luckily, Dr Henderson had his ci bl e
to snap a series of clear photo o ut
sight . It was only when review nd
conferring with some trusted e i on:
were confirmedropMygd j wwenrd | rea

was,0 he said.

On Sunday, the Red Goshawk (Dr

was the same individual) was se i n
at a nearby wetland, possibly f
catching waterbirds which are o f o
the raptor (Tim Henderson/ Australian) Wil
Newhaven is a |l ong way from the areas where Red Goshawks |
The desert sanctuary covers an area | arger than the ACT, i
and patches of mul ga woodl acnodn;s ealvlatmaoma dgoeyp rAfWIC. t Thireg ammins a't
closely with the || ocal community to remove invasive speé¢
biodiversity.

Red Goshawks have been confirmed at several other AWC san

northern Austr aPii@canincd WdRIn@ingd eomdWiolni ngagi n i @o urhter i mber |

As for whether more sightings around Newhaven are I|ikely,
camera close by. fAWedbre not sure how long it will stick a

Read tuhé¢ fstAairsy raliabdés rarest bird of prey photographed in

c


https://www.australianwildlife.org/wildlife/red-goshawk/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/newhaven/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/piccaninny-plains/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/mornington-marion-downs/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/wilinggin/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/red-goshawk-sighting/
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Western Australiads endangered cockat-bovamgngi wie
The Guai@iBamNov 2024

Western Aushdahpgpeésd Caoakdicda

live up to 35 years in the wil he
l ongéstved bird species, accordi 1
in 1969.

Eight Carnabydés cockatoos aged
have been recorded, a c cpourbd iinsgh ¢
Pacific Conservation Biology

The oldest bird, at 35 years o
egg in August 1986autTher rRetoert

[ = -»- e s

researcher Wl.th Western Al s (Rael ine T®Bmirtdd i f e YAust |
depart ment, said the male cocCKuiovue i vuncvu wuo HHewur oy
ast he day he left the nesto, and was still breeding when |
Carnabyb6s cockatoos are |l arge black birds with white -che
western WA. They mature | at e, produce few youhpgrandyéadawe
Mawson said.

AThey have to |ive that |l ong to guarantee they can produc
he said. Most of the oldest birds were still with their b
spotted.

The popul ation at Coomall o Creek, between Perth and Ger al

wi t h researchers visiting each br®*6li ngd 202806 n Mbuwreirmg c
technology made it possible toeveadwhdaenthteycogkbitodsbwed

The age of wild Carnabyds cockatoos placed bihedisi net¢ dredaedd
Australia, UK and US bird band registers, the studpestneéeds:
were among those reaching mapimsmyRehe. shané skt 4&0DTehoeyy u s«

to blacken the skyb6: the siren song of the magnificent Ca
Dead native birds and flying foxes found in SA t
| argest |l ead smelters The Guai &i ®dec 2024
Testing found acute | ead toxitcwod 3 f
|l ori keet s, a honeyeatheradendd fi lyi ‘\'1 ‘
in Port Pirie B

. . A ‘
Dozens of native birds and flyi /|| ed
Afacuteo | ead poisoning in the Sc'\.‘;\ t
of Port Pirie, with contaminati|] . ’hat
home to one of the worldés | arge¢g
Earlier this year I|-pernssenithowmer| =
alarm when they began to find d¢
foxes in | arge numbers in park <
subsequent testing of several s VSN
from acute | ead poisoning. (Charl es) Dove

Pictures of dead and sick animals had been posted to soci
initially speculating it may have been the result of bird
after they found them.

Two | orikeets, a honeyeéaetaare danfd ytimrge  oxreesy were sent for |
out avian bird flu or any other virus and confirmed the a
ASubsequent testing determined acute |l ead toxicosis as
spokesperson said. AFurther analyses concluded the ani mal
causing an acute process, r atohnert htahta nd eav esl |loopwe Rl@ eod/uetnth i a friel. 10



https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/sep/26/they-used-to-blacken-the-sky-the-siren-song-of-the-magnificent-carnabys-cockatoo
https://doi.org/10.1071/PC24066
https://doi.org/10.1071/PC24066
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/28/western-australias-endangered-cockatoo-among-worlds-longest-living-birds?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/sep/26/they-used-to-blacken-the-sky-the-siren-song-of-the-magnificent-carnabys-cockatoo
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/sep/26/they-used-to-blacken-the-sky-the-siren-song-of-the-magnificent-carnabys-cockatoo
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2024/dec/05/native-birds-flying-foxes-lead-port-pirie-south-australia-ntwnfb?utm_term=6750b3bdef59765532dd835777d90226&utm_campaign=MorningMailAUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=morningmailau_email
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Membership Renewal

Pl ease ignore thhavalorte aceen @ vifeadz 6@ 5

Annual membership fees are due 1st January

Fees remain unS8hagbed$&@mahg hdwevere, Gommi ttee has deq
2025 we willl recover the costs of posting paper copi g
currently receive a posted newsletter there i s Ad t$3rOn af
you can switch to receiving the newsletter by emai/l

Renewi ng mamberog tme eiasaeS YO SNB KAL) ! LII A Qlf o 2 i & weS yhSass| b ¢
change to yoiur tdhe apdsst .12 mont hs

| f you are coming to a meeting, you can Otamdr wiouue, pyao/
make the payment electronically wusing EFT (preferred),
2500.

Make your EFT payment to:

& BSB:641800
‘ﬁLﬁ” Account 2md0:613494
(LI Account naméawarra Birds Observers Club

m,——r Payment Ref eYewmrcename or a code number i f not

After your EFT payment plmamteersemidp @inb aahao kg .h@u your n4g
number) , amount paid and the payment date.

I f you have a chanhgendfy odert aai 8 WP ISNthekdA L) | LILI A Gloo 2 & w9
Treasurer, attacpaymenhd gmarl postpost it to the addre

Member shi p quSeernidesan emambet ohi p @i boicf. oyogu aluave any que
your membership status

LI NKS TO ARTI CLES OF | NTEREST

Granite Island penguins are bolder and more aggressive
There are only a few |little penguins | eft on Granite |Isl a
are keen to fikRadadutthevhfyul I story

Climate change blamed for Penguin Island wildlife | oss
Conservationists are calling for Penguin Island to be clo
popul ation to recover, but the state government insists
touriRemad the full story

Weekend Birder

Kirsty Costa founded  Weekend Birder _ in 2022 with a mission to make birdwatching accessible and
enjoyable for everyone. She has learned that watching and listening to birds activates awe and wonder,
improves wellbeing, and deepens personal connections to nature.

Weekend Birder podcast s celebrate the stories and insights of everyday people. Guests share their bird
knowledge and birdwatching skills during short, engaging episodes. The podcast has grown to reach
thousands of listeners in over 75 countries, inspiring a global community of b ird enthusiasts.

Weekend Birder How _-to guides cover essential topics like getting started with birdwatching, identifying
Australian bird species, and discovering the best birding locations across Australia.

Weekend Birder Meet -ups are unique and affordable opportunities to connect with other bird enthusiasts.
These curated experiences, organized in collaboration with birdwatching groups and experienced guides,
combine birdwatching with leisure and relaxation.



https://www.iboc.com.au/uploads/7/2/5/8/72581007/iboc_mem_fill_11nov24.pdf
mailto:membership@iboc.org.au
https://www.iboc.com.au/uploads/7/2/5/8/72581007/iboc_mem_fill_11nov24.pdf
mailto:membership@iboc.org.au
https://newsapp.abc.net.au/newsapp/104721968?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://newsapp.abc.net.au/newsapp/104792226?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://www.weekendbirder.com/
https://www.weekendbirder.com/podcast
https://www.weekendbirder.com/how-tos
https://www.weekendbirder.com/meet-ups
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Upgraded Wodit rWaedi reopens in time for summer wal ks

I'l'l awarra bushwal kers can again hit the trails in the 111
Wodi Wal ki nghé&r @akkbometre upgraded track is the | atest st
from southern SydneRedd Bhué IfiulTbpstory

Tasmani a' s-esacsut coast
marine ecosystem

glbowd 'umwintelscent al gae, pointing to

Bi ol umi nesctemdt adpmearrsegpn ntkhes hday and gl ows blue when di s
across Tasmaneastsersmud darstlUame .Ger shwin, a bi ellecagdisntg aenxdp en
jellyfish, says the algae couRaeaadbetliatfall If ost @ther sea | i

Birdlife Au¥durald2®m24 | mpact Report
We have had wonderful suciciesslewssdvhigng pTacsan dyadha rida r o uirr r e s p

proposal andhesefeiirnsgg recorded breedi-hgeduacdowinbdEr weemraz dc
Endangered Regent Honeyeaters in NSW

Read about these, andoathéfN2dt ompasd Repaecht t he -ysdhhwrme &€ ham
from our staff across Australia, to you!

How to tell the difference between Australian crows and r
The mournful caw of a crow is part of Australia's bush so
raven? |t depends on where in Australia you are. Here are
often malignedReadatttug efsul | st ory

Worl d's oldest known wild bird, an albatross named Wi sdom
Wi sdom the Laysan albatross | ays another egg thiRefwugar i at
Hawaii with a new Readnghpaftuhkrstory

The 6crazy bird |l adyé standing between Sydneyds shorebird
Sydneysider Julie Keating had a career in finance and pl a
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