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THE IBOC CHRISMAS PICNIC :  
Saturday 9 th  December 2017 at 5 pm  

The Christmas Picnic will be h eld on Saturday the 9th December at Integral Park, 

Darkes Road, Dapto. A BBQ will be provided consisting of sausages, onion and 

bread. If you wish to bring your own meat please do so. Bring your own salads and 

drinks, chairs and tables. Weôll be birding in the park before the BBQ, so bring your 

bino cs. Thanks in advance to our able chefs Neil and Tom  
 

CHRISTMAS  MEETING:  
Monday 1 1 th at 7. 00 pm  

Fairy Meadow Community Hall, Cnr. of Cambridge Avenue & Princes Hôway Fairy Meadow. 

NOTE EARLY START WITH INTERVAL A T 8.00PM .  
 

No guest speaker but instead, for your entertainment, numerous 

people will pull out all stops to keep you amused with an evening 

of song, verse, music, slide shows and brain training quizzes. 

(Brush up on bird names and towns).  

The featured bir d in our "Come as Bird" this year is any bird 

associated with the number 40, is ruby coloured or can be 

associated with IBOCôs 40th ruby anniversary...Dress in your 

bird/Christmas/favourite t - shirt and join the parade. Great prizes 

to be won., but be prepa red to be devious.  

Back by popular demand is the silent auction. Bring that 

unwanted present or preloved items to contribute. You may be 

able to do your entire Christmas shopping on this evening!  

We need contributions from members please email Bill 

(presi dent@iboc.org.au) if you want to present a comedy skit, 

read a poem, or run a quiz.  

 
So come along and bring that extra special plate for supper and be assured 

of a happy and fun - filled evening.  
 

EARLY M IDWEEK WALK  
Wednesday 7 th  February    at 5PM        ñGhost -Busterò Bill 

 

Early Midweek Walk Wednesday 14th February 2018  

Meet under the pines at Windang at 5pm. Bring your binoculars, picnic tea and a chair.  

 

If the weather looks threatening ñwhoôre you goinô to phone.. 

phoneò-  Ghost -Buster Bill on 041474764 4é 

 

Next Committee Meeting  on the 15 th  January 2018   

 

Will be held at the home of Bill & Joan Zealey, 26 Lang Street, Balgownie, NSW 2519 at 2 pm.  

Any members with anything they wish to raise are welcome to attend the meeting . 

 

DEADLINE  2 5 th  January  201 8  

 

For all articles & photo s in the next IBOC newsletter PLEASE E-mail contributions :   

To Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au   or post to 3/15 Shepherd Street , Mollymook  2539 .  

 
 

A BIG THANK  YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO SUBMITTED PICTURES AND ARTICLES FOR THE 
NEWSLETTER IN 2017  IT IS VERY MUCH APPRECIATED  

mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
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IBOC Annual General Meeting 13 Nov 2017  
Bill  Zealey  

 

Monday 13th November 2017  

The AGM pro ceeded with less fuss than usual and we elected a full Committee under the watchful 

guidance of Chris Cartledge. Congratulations and our thanks to all Committee members and members 

who rose to the cause and filled the voluntary positions without which the club could not function.  

The remainder of the evening was spent remembering our 40 th  Anniversary celebrations in a video 

expertly filmed and produced by Max Davies. Funny, but it doesnôt seem almost a year ago that we 

were planning for this occasion. Again , a thank  you for the many who made it a great 40 th  Year.  

This was followed by an early video made by Max entitled , ñA Man called Peterò. This showed the 

lengths Peter Fackender goes through to photograph nesting birds through the use of intricate hides 

and death -defying scaffolding. Max commented that the technology talked about by Peter in the video 

was a little out of date. We were also treated to a video of our recently successful camp at Forbes. 

Again, thank you Betty for once again organising a great  experience and thank you Max for filming 

some of IBOCôs activitiesé. maybe the videos will form the centrepiece of our next anniversary.  

 
Elected Positions  2016/17  2017/18  

President  Bill Zealey  Ross Gowans  

Vice President  Ross Gowans  Bill Zealey  

Treasur er  Ken Brown  Ken Brown  

Secretary  Alan Cousins (part year)  Betty Hudson  

Committee  Jann Gowans   Jann Gowans  

Committee  Darryl Goldrick  Darryl Goldrick  

Committee  Tom Wylie  Tom Wylie  

Committee   Terry Edwell  

   

Non -elected Positions    

Records Officer  Dar ryl Goldrick  Darryl Goldrick  

Activities Officer ï Monthly walks   Alan Cousins  

Activities Officer ï Mid -week walks  Rupert Jarvis  Rupert Jarvis  

Activities Officer -  Camps  Betty Hudson  Betty Hudson  

Newsletter Editor  Charles Dove  Charles Dove  

Webmaster  Charles Dove  Charles Dove  

Hall Management  Tom Wylie  Tom Wylie  

Club Librarians  Anne Cousins  

Terry Edwell  

Anne Cousins  

Terry Edwell  

Badges & Attendance Officer  Neil Wheway  Neil Wheway  

Kitchen Volunteers  Joan Wylie  

Tera Wheway  

Joan Wylie  

Tera Wheway  

Public  Officer  Chris. Cartledge  Chris. Cartledge  

 

 
 

Hooker Point Park  

Terry Edwell  

 

Wednesday 15 th  November 2017  

The day was a bit windy as we set out for our walk, but it was warm and sunny. It was surprising how 

far out the water was and how dried out the mud was due, no doubt to the drought.  The first sightings 

in the car park were down on the list and increasing. As we walked we could hear the Olive -  backed 

Oriole calling and also the Fantailed Cuckoo.  We spott ed the Black - faced Cuckoo -shrike flying from 

tree to tree and they seem to be a gentle bird.  A Leaden Flycatcher was seen early on the walk and 

of course Wattlebirds were seen and heard by us all. A few of our group spotted a Striated Heron on 

the bank of  the river where the trees looked as if they were dying from lack of water.  

The group walked till we arrived at the big lookout tower which is about half way around the park. 

Some of the birdwatchers were brave enough to go right up the tower and they had good sightings of 

a Caspian Tern, Bar - tailed Godwits, Australian Pelicans, Black Swans along with Silver Gulls and 
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Australian White Ibis. As I was not brave enough to climb the tower I followed the sound of a baby 

bird calling to itsô parent and discovered a Grey Butcherbird feeding its young.  

A few of us kept walking and got a bit further ahead than we meant to and we came across some 

Cuckoos calling. We tried so hard to identify these birds they nearly sent us cuckoo as they would not 

stop still and were hidden by the casuarinas. Later they were identified as Brush Cuckoos thanks to 

Jan and Ross who knew the call they made. After this we were very pleased to see a beautiful Mistletoe 

Bird and some Variegated Wrens in the scrub. We turned around then to joi n the rest of the group 

and there they all were having their morning tea at the end of a boardwalk in an area with seats and 

a view of the river.  

After morning tea, we walked the track to a bridge which brought us back to the cars. One of our 

group, who i s a new member, was pleased with the good sightings of the Chestnut Teals that were 

catching the light on their beautiful green heads.  

It was an enjoyable morning shared by 14 Birdwatchers with good sightings of 51 different species of 

birds. Thanks to Rup ert for leading us on our walk.  

 

 

Bird List for Hooka Point 15 th  November 2017     51 Species                14 Members Attended  

Black Swan  Brown Goshawk  Superb Fairy -wren  Willie Wagtail  

Pacific Black Duck  Black -winged Stilt  Variegated Fairy -wren  Austral ian Raven  

Chestnut Teal  Masked Lapwing  Striated Thornbill  Leaden Flycatcher  

Spotted Dove  Bar - tailed Godwit  Yellow Thornbill  Magpie - lark  

Crested Pigeon  Caspian Tern  Little Wattlebird  Eastern Yellow Robin  

Little Pied Cormorant  Silver Gull  Red Wattlebird  Silvereye  

Little Black Cormorant  Galah  Black - faced Cuckoo -shrike  Welcome Swallow  

Australian Pelican  Little Corella  Rufous Whistler  Red-whiskered Bulbul  

Great Egret  Rainbow Lorikeet  Olive -backed Oriole  Common Blackbird  

Striated Heron  Channel -billed Cuck oo Grey Butcherbird  Common Starling  

White - faced Heron  Horsfieldôs Bronze-Cuckoo  Australian Magpie  Common Myna  

Little Egret  Brush Cuckoo  Pied Currawong  Mistletoebird  

Australian White Ibis  Azure Kingfisher  Grey Fantail   

 

Walk at Lake Wollumboola, Orient Point and Crookhaven Head Culburra  

Terry Edwell  

 

Sunday 17 th  November 2017.           

We were very lucky with the good weather for our walk as rain had been forecast.  The trip down was 

enjoyable as all the fie lds were green after our recent rain and some of the farmhouse gardens looked 

pretty with Jacarandas flowering. The paddocks were well stocked with cattle all looking for the one 

tree to gather under. There were Cattle Egret, White Ibis and Straw -necked Ib is in a few different 

places and Ducks on most of the dams.  

We arrived at Lake Wollumboola just as the Ranger pulled up and gave us a scare, but he was just 

checking for illegal campers and also checking the toilet facilities. Another couple of group s of 

Birdwatchers from the Shoalhaven had just arrived as well, so there was quite a lot of activity. So, 

after greeting each other and Charlie, who was leading, we started our walk.  

A Nankeen Kestrel was one of the first sightings as it was on the edge of the  picnic area and everyone 

had a good view of it perched on a dead tree. A large 

flock of Crested Terns flew past as we began to walk. 

There were a couple of sand islands in the lake and 

there were probably about 200 Chestnut Teals on 

the first island along  with some waders.  Little Terns 

were flying as we walked and Red -capped Plovers, 

Black -winged Stilts and other waders were sighted.  

There were four beautiful Pied Oystercatchers 

fossicking for food along the edge of the lake.  We 

went over to the beach w here Charlie had seen a 

flock of Red -necked Stints the day before but they 

were gone and there was one lone Red -capped 

Plover. From here we went back to the picnic area 

for morning tea. 40 different bird species were seen 

here.  

 

Nankeen Kestrel by Terry Edwell 
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After our break we drove t o Orient Point to a wetlands area. 

The usual birds were present, Eastern Spinebill, Brown 

Thornbill, Yellow Thornbill, Lewinôs, Honeyeater and Black- faced 

Cuckoo -shrike etc. An Australian Hobby flew from behind our 

group and circled overhead giving all a g ood look and then 

continued to fly back and forth. I saw five White - faced Heron 

and two more Pied Oystercatchers. There was a flock of Topknot 

Pigeons Flying high in the sky. They were pointed  out to us by 

a member of the other club from the Shoalhaven who  were 

walking the same areas as we were. We walked back from here 

and drove to another picnic area for our lunch break. We 

continued to birdwatch during our break and saw a whole flock 

of Red Knots fly past.  

 

After lunch we drove to the Lighthouse carpark and walked up 

many steps to the lookout. There we searched the rock ledges 

for birds and sure enough there were birds blending in with 

rocks and weed. Most of the birds seen here were Australian 

Golden Plovers, Red -capped Plovers and Sanderlings. We then 

walked back via the many steps to our cars. 46 species.  

 

A very enjoyable day thanks to my fellow Birdwatchers and 

thanks to Charlie for leading us.  

 

Lake Wollumboola Walk 19 th  Nov . 2017        40 species                          17 Members  
Black Swan Great Egret Masked Lapwing Eastern Koel 

Chestnut Teal White-faced heron Bar-tailed Godwit Superb Fairy-wren 

Grey Teal Little Egret Red Knot Variegated Fairy-wren 

Pacific Black Duck Australian White Ibis Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Little Wattlebird 

Rock Dove Whistling Kite Little Tern Eastern Whipbird 

Crested Pigeon Nankeen Kestrel Crested Tern Australasian Figbird 

Little Pied Cormorant Pied Oystercatcher Silver Gull Australian Magpie 

Great Cormorant Black-winged Stilt Galah Australian Raven 

Little Black Cormorant Grey Plover Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Magpie-lark 

Pied Cormorant Red-capped Plover Rainbow Lorikeet Red-whiskered Bulbul 

200 Chestnut Teal  -  3 Black -winged Stilts  -  19 Little Terns -  4 Pied Oystercatchers  

Orient Point  ï Crookhaven Lighthouse                   46 Species                    17 Members Attended  

Crested Pigeon Red-capped Plover Laughing Kookaburra Olive-backed Oriole 

Topknot Pigeon Whimbrel Satin Bowerbird Australian Magpie 

Australasian Darter Red Knot Superb Fairy-wren Pied Currawong 

Little Pied Cormorant Sanderling White-browed Scrubwren Grey Fantail 

Great Cormorant Red-necked Stint Yellow Thornbill Willie Wagtail 

Little Black Cormorant Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Brown Thornbill Australian Raven 

Australian Pelican Silver Gull Eastern Spinebill Welcome Swallow 

White-faced heron Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Lewinôs Honeyeater Red-whiskered Bulbul 

Australian White Ibis Galah Little Wattlebird Common Blackbird 

Australian Hobby Sulphur-crested Cockatoo New Holland Honeyeater Common Starling 

Pied Oystercatcher Rainbow Lorikeet Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike  

Pacific Golden Plovers Crimson Rosella Grey Shrike-thrush  

12 Pacific Golden Plovers  -  24 Red Knot  -  2 Sanderling 
 

 

BBQ at the Wheways  
Australia Day soireeì and BBQ on the 27th January  2018  
 

Tera and I have been asked if we would be willing and able to host the  Australia Day BBQ this  year for 

club members, it will be held on Saturday  27th January 2018.  

Itõs òBring your own meató and should you like to bring a salad or sweet to share.  

It  will be on the tried and proven theme that the C ashmanõs have successfully used for many years 

please let Tera or Neil know a few days  beforehand so they can seek to balance up the ògoodiesó. PH 

42613230 or  whew ay@exemail.com.au  

If you are able to come please let us know to give us an idea how many will come, rain, hail or shine it 

will happen.  

It will be the usual time around 5 oõclock pm at 110 AVONDALE ROAD, AVONDAL E 
we do have some off -Street  Parking.  

 

Australian Hobby by Peter Salvair 

mailto:wheway@exemail.com.au
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Report & Bird List for Forbes Camp 14 -21st October 2017 
By Betty Hudson 

Our second attempt to have a camp at Forbes was a success after the previous yearsô was cancelled due to the flooding of the 

Lachlan River. 30 members gathered for a great week of birding with 141 species being recorded at the nine sites we visited and 

others seen whilst travelling about the area. The sites were a mixture of habitats from Gum Swamp Wetland (60species), Muddy 

Lagoon (32 species) & Jemalong Weir (47 species) to the hot dry red clay ridges of Back Yamma (62 species) & Carawondool 

(57 species) State Forests and Nangar National Park (57 species) with Forbes Botanical Gardens Sporting Complex (50 species), 

with the small area alongside Yellow Box Rd on the corner of Eugowra Rd (32 species). 

Many birds were seen at only one or two sites while 14 others 

were seen at 7 or more of the sites we visited, amongst these latter 

were Crested Pigeon, Laughing Kookaburra, Sacred Kingfisher, 

Galah, Eastern Rosella, Noisy Miner, White-plumed Honeyeater, 

Striated Pardalote, Australian Magpie, Black-faced Cuckoo-

Shrike, Willie Wagtail, Magpie-lark and White-winged Chough. 

While 32 species were only found at one location the most notable 

of these being: Glossy Ibis, Little Eagle, Black Kite, White-

bellied Sea-Eagle, Red-kneed Dotterel, Painted Button-quail, 

Black-eared & Brush Cuckoos, Australian Hobby, Major Mitchell 

Cockatoo, Superb Parrot, Australian Ringneck, Yellow-plumed 

Honeyeater, Black-faced & Dusky Woodswallow, Varied Sittella, 

Leaden Flycatcher, Hooded Robin, Little Grassbird, & Diamond 

Firetail. The Leaden Flycatcher & Brush Cuckoo were the 1st 

recorded for e-Bird in the local area, although they appeared on 

the Lachlan Valley Shire or Parkes Shire Bird Lists available from 

the respective Visitors Centres. 

We commented that Sacred Kingfishers were not only seen 

everywhere we went but with several at each place. At Muddy 

Lagoon we had a flock of 50+ Grey Teal. 

Just north of Forbes on the Newel Hwy was a commercial 

complex with a Bunnings & a Spotlight store among others. 

Outside the Spotlight Store on a very long blank concrete wall was 

an amazing mural. It was the back drop to the Regional Display at 

a recent Sydney Royal Easter Show and portrayed many of the 

local farmers. What was remarkable about it, was its sheer size 

and the fact that from a distance it looked like a painting, but close 

at hand you could see that it was entirely constructed from wool 

taken from wool bales. A remarkable achievement which it was 

good to see had been preserved in this way behind glass. A plaque 

alongside gave the history and the details of the mural. 

Many members visited this, while others patronised the local cafes 

for afternoon tea of coffee & cake. We also had an evening meal 

out at the Vandenberg Hotel, good very reasonably priced food. 

My thanks to Warren & Allie the owners of the caravan park for 

arranging for the local snake catcher to come and give us a talk on 

local snakes, what to do if you encounter one, and show us a few 

including a newly caught Brown Snake that was not very happy. 

We learnt that Australia has many of the most venomous snakes 

in the world, with the brown being no 2 on the list. He also told us 

about 1st aid for snake bite and stated that we should all carry a 3-

4ò wide strapping bandage in our pockets, NOT in our back packs, 

every time we go out in the bush. The most interesting part for 

some people and causing shudders for others was the handling of 

his hand reared snakes non-venomous of course. Their skins are 

quite dry to the feel and the power just in the last few inches of the 

tails were amazing. He also had a Blue Tongue Lizard that he had saved after it got snail bait poisoning. It is now incapable of 

feeding itself so he has a NPWS license to keep it. 

 

My thanks also to Tom for his sterling work in keeping the daily records of birds seen and with his help in leading walks and 

finding some interesting ones to supplement the ones I had found. My Thanks to Neil W for arranging the meal out, and to all 

members who attended for showing your support for the community of Forbes by coming to camp and spending much needed 

money at the local businesses. 

 

I donôt manage to find many birds these days, even when I can hear them, but I really appreciate the time people take to point 

me in the right direction to see particular birds. Thanks 

 

 

 

Rainbow Bee-eater by Bill Zealey 

Treecreeper by Bill Zealey 

Osprey by Bill Zealey 
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Bird List 
Emu Little Eagle Superb Fairy-wren Golden Whistler 

Plumed Whistling-Duck Nankeen Kestrel Variegated Fairy-wren Rufous Whistler 

Black Swan Brown Falcon White-browed Scrubwren Grey Shrike-thrush 

Australian Wood Duck Australian Hobby Speckled Warbler Black-faced Woodswallow 

Pink-eared Duck Purple Swamphen Weebill Dusky Woodswallow 

Grey Teal Dusky Moorhen Western Gerygone Grey Butcherbird 

Pacific Black Duck Eurasian Coot White-throated Gerygone Pied Butcherbird 

Hardhead Black-winged Stilt Yellow Thornbill Australian Magpie 

Australasian Grebe Black-fronted Dotterel Yellow-rumped Thornbill Pied Currawong 

Great Crested Grebe Red-kneed Dotterel Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Grey Fantail 

Rock Dove Masked Lapwing Buff-rumped Thornbill Willie Wagtail 

Spotted Dove Painted Buttonquail Inland Thornbill Australian Raven 

Common Bronzewing Major Mitchell's Cockatoo Brown Thornbill Little Raven 

Crested Pigeon Galah Southern Whiteface Leaden Flycatcher 

Peaceful Dove Little Corella Spotted Pardalote Restless Flycatcher 

Bar-shouldered Dove Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Striated Pardalote Magpie-lark 

Australasian Darter Cockatiel Yellow-faced Honeyeater White-winged Chough 

Little Pied Cormorant Australian King-Parrot White-eared Honeyeater Apostlebird 

Great Cormorant Superb Parrot Yellow-plumed Honeyeater Jacky Winter 

Little Black Cormorant Eastern Rosella White-plumed Honeyeater Red-capped Robin 

Pied Cormorant Australian Ringneck Noisy Miner Hooded Robin 

Australian Pelican Greater Blue Bonnet Yellow-throated Miner Eastern Yellow Robin 

White-necked Heron Red-rumped Parrot Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Australian Reed-Warbler 

Eastern Great Egret Turquoise Parrot Red Wattlebird Little Grassbird 

Cattle Egret Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo White-naped Honeyeater Rufous Songlark 

White-faced Heron Black-eared Cuckoo Blue-faced Honeyeater Silvereye 

Glossy Ibis Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Noisy Friarbird Welcome Swallow 

Australian White Ibis Brush Cuckoo Little Friarbird Fairy Martin 

Straw-necked Ibis Southern Boobook Striped Honeyeater Common Blackbird 

Royal Spoonbill Laughing Kookaburra Grey-crowned Babbler Common Starling 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill Sacred Kingfisher White-browed Babbler Mistletoebird 

Black-shouldered Kite Rainbow Bee-eater Varied Sittella  Double-barred Finch 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle Dollarbird Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Red-browed Finch 

Whistling Kite White-throated Treecreeper White-winged Triller Diamond Firetail 

Black Kite Brown Treecreeper Crested Shrike-tit House Sparrow 

Wedge-tailed Eagle    
 

141 Species 30 members 9 locations visited 

 

The fully detailed Bird List will be Posted on the club web site as soon as it is available 

 

 

 

Autumn 2018 Camp  Griffith Tourist Caravan Park  5 th  to 12 th  May 2018  

The IBOC Autumn 2018 Camp will be held a Griffith in Central Western NSW at Griffith Tourist Caravan 

Park from Saturday 5 th  May to Saturday 12 th  May 2018. Griffith is a major town situated 570m SW of 

Sydney. The CVP is in South Griffi th.  

 

Griffith Tourist Caravan Park 1/919 Willandra Road Griffith 2680. Ph 02 6964 2144.   

No email available . Web site   www.griffithtouristcaravanpark.com.au/  

 (no online booking available) plea se phone the caravan park for bookings  Ph 02 6964 2144.  

 

Accommodation  
 

Cabins  

2 Garden Side Cabins  each with en -suite, 2 bedrooms  1 with Double bed other with Double bed bunk over  

2 Court Side Cabins  with en -suite; 1 bedroom with Double Bed  

4 Court Side C abins  with en -suite, 2 bedrooms, double bed and bunks  

All cabins are $105 per night for 2.  
 

4 Studio Units  like motel room but with cooking facilities  

All Units are $98/night for 2  
 

http://www.griffithtouristcaravanpark.com.au/
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1 Cottage  with 1 bedroom & double bed  

No cost available to date  

 

Powered  sites   No en -suite  $35 per night for 2  

Powered sites  with en -suite  $40 per night for 2  
 

All cabins are air -conditioned and have reverse cycle heating. Linen is supplied on main bed  
 

When booking a deposit of 1 nightsô fee is required as a deposit 

It was recommended that members requiring cabins book reasonably promptly to avoid 

disappointment and for sites you should make a booking at least 2 months in advance as they can get 

very busy at certain periods especially weekends . 
 

When booking, remember to tel l them that you are with the Illawarra Bird Observers Club  

Directions:  From Wollongong travel via the Hume Hwy to the Burley Griffin Way 20km south of 

Yass. Then travel via Harden, Wallendbeen, & Temora to the Newell Hwy Turn left and then right to 

Ardleth an, Barellan & Yenda. Continue west beyond Yenda but DO NOT TURN RIGHT TO GRIFFITH AT 

THE LIGHTS. Instead continue along Kurrajong Ave beside the main channel until you reach the Old 

Willbriggie Rd where you turn right and then take the 2 nd  left, Watkins A ve. At the roundabout continue 

straight across into Willandra Ave. The CVP entrance is shortly on the right.  

Once you have booked please let Betty know as usual, on 4236 0307, by text on mobile 0432 892 

945 or by email elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com  

 

ARE YOU INTEREESTED IN JOINING A LONG TRIP 
IN WINTER 2019? 

 

As I mentioned at camp and the November meeting, I am beginning the planning of a 2 -4 week trip 

during the winter of 2019. Until we know who is intere sted and the area they would like to visit no 

other details can be put in place, as the timing will depend on the places we decide to visit.  

If you are interested in joining the trip and have not already added your name to the list at the 

November Meeting please let me know. We already have 22 members expressing an interest. Also 

if you have not already done so, please think about an area you would like to visit and also let me 

know. (If you mentioned at camp that you would be interested or had a suggestion  for allocation, 

please check that I have included you on the list as I could not remember everyone.)  

After the February meeting I will contact you all and arrange to have one or more meetings with 

everyone who is interested so that we can make some decisi ons on the area to visit based on your 

choices and the timing.  

I have found that in order to book accommodation for a trip like this you have to start booking at 

least 6 months in advance, especially for cabins, but in the Top End & Cairns areas even for p owered 

sites.  

The few areas suggested so far are:  

W Victoria NPôs including the desert parks, returning via Broken Hill & Menindee Lakes;  

Eyre Peninsular of S A  

Murray Valley, Kerang to Morgan & possibly including the Southern Flinders Ranges  

Tasmania  

Darwin & Top End  

Atherton Tablelands  

Burren Junction NSW (NW of Wee Waa )  

 

Travel to Tasmania will require either plane travel and car rental or a crossing on the Spirit of 

Tasmania ferry (which could be very rough in the winter).  

 

Darwin & Atherton Tablelan ds will require plane travel & the rental of vehicles as it is too far to 

drive in the time frames & the Stuart Hwy to Darwin has few if any places to stay.  

 

Please email me at elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com  if you wish to be added to the list or if you have 

any suggestions of areas to visit, alternatively text me on 0432 892 945.  

I am looking forward to some more interesting suggestions of places to visit.  

Regards Betty Hudson  

mailto:elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com
mailto:elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com
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DVD Now available of 40th Anniversary Celebration 
 

Max Davies videoed the proceeding so four 40 th  Anniversary meeting early this year. The video runs 

for about 40 minutes and includes the reminiscences of the past presidents and the social gathering 

that followed.  

 

 
 

Photos by Ron Imsides and Bill & Joan Zealey 

 
Relive the memories of 40 years of the Illawarra Bird Observers Club by getting a copy of this video 

for a nominal cost of $5 -00 [plus postage if required]. Simply place you your name on a list for the 

DVD at the December  meeting of IBOC or emailing Bill Zealey at zealey@uow.edu.au  with the subject 

heading IBOC 40.  Bill will produce the DVDs over the January period for collection at the February 

meeting in 2018  

                                                                      

A Couple of 
great pics by 
Peter Salvair 
On his return 
trip from the 
Forbes camp 
with a slight 

detour through 
southern QLD. 

The Pacific 
Baza and the 
Jacana with 

chics 

mailto:zealey@uow.edu.au
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The Days Gone By 

 
Christmas 1977 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O the days gone by! O the days gone by!  

The apples in the orchard, and the pathway through the rye;  

The chirrup of the robin, and the whistle of the quail  

As he piped across the meadows sweet as any nightingale;  

When the bloom was on the clover, and the blue was in the sky,  

And my happy heart brimmed over in the days gone by. 
 

BY JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY  

 

 

 

 

Christmas 1987 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/james-whitcomb-riley
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Christmas 1997 

 
Christmas 2007 

My dad used to tell us this amongst a lot of other "Silly Rhymes." Goodness knows where they came from. 

An elephant is a dainty bird  

It flits from bough to bough  

It lays its eggs in a rhubarb tree  

And whistles like a cow.  

from the Guardian Saturday 04 Nov 2017 
Beak performance: cable - chomping birds add to NBN headaches  

Yellow -crested cockatoos have already caused $80,000 in damage to Australiaôs national broadband 

network wiring Australiaôs cockatoos are known for their voracious appetites for everything from fruit 

crops to wooden window frames.  Australiaôs $36bn national broadband network, already under attack 

from underwhelmed customers, has found a new and formidable enemy ï cockatoos are chewing 

through cables across the country.  

Repairing the damage wrought  on the broadband system, including replacing steel -braid wires that 

the pesky parrots have gnawed, has already cost $80,000, NBN Co said on Friday. The company 

estimates the bill could rise sharply as more damage is uncovered and more cables are rolled ou t in 

the national telecommunications infrastructure project, which is not due to be completed until about 

2021. ñThey are constantly sharpening their beaks and as a result will attack and tear apart anything 

they come across,ò NBN Co project manager Chedryian Bresland said in a blog post on the companyôs 

website on Friday. ñUnfortunately, theyôve developed a liking to our cables ... these birds are 

unstoppable when in a swarm.ò 

 Much of the cable chomping has occurred in grain -growing regions in Australiaôs southeast. ñIt would 

have to be an acquired taste, because itôs not their usual style,ò Gisela Kaplan, a professor in animal 

behaviour at the University of New England, said. ñCockatoos usually go for wood, or strip the bark 

off trees, they donôt usually go for cables. But it might be the colour or the position of the cables thatôs 

attracted them,ò she said. 

NBN Co is installing protective casing, which it says will protect the wires from birds in the future . 


