
RED GOSHAWK
Scientific Name: Erythrotriorchis radiatus   Accipitridae

DESCRIPTION: 
A large rufous-brown hawk, the Red Goshawk has a 
pale head with dark streaks, with hindneck, back and 
inner wing-coverts that are blackish brown with rich 
rufous scallop-like markings; the rest of the 
upperbody, including the tail, are slate grey with black 
barring. The chin and throat are whitish with fine black 
streaks, but the rest of the underparts are rich rufous. 

The flight feathers are slate grey with black barring 
above, and two-tone below, with silvery-white flight 
feathers with black barring, with the remainder rufous, 
like the underbody. The eyes are yellow or brown, and 
the legs and feet are yellow.

SIMILAR SPECIES
Many other reddish-brown raptors are often 
misidentified as Red Goshawks: Square-tailed Kites, 
Swamp Harriers, dark-morph Little Eagles, juvenile 
Black-breasted Buzzards and juvenile Spotted Harriers.

DISTRIBUTION
Red Goshawks mostly occur in northern Australia, 
where they occur at scattered sites from the Kimberley 
in WA, through the Top End in the Northern Territory 
and Cape York Peninsula and north-eastern 
Queensland, and a few scattered sites in between; a few 
also occur in south-eastern Queensland and adjacent 
areas of north-eastern NSW.

HABITAT
Inhabiting tropical and warm-temperate woodlands and 
forests, the Red Goshawk prefers areas with a mosaic of 
vegetation types, often near wetlands. They often occur 
at the boundary between two vegetation types, and often 
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knowledge and enjoyment of the bird 

life around them.

favour forests or woodlands dominated by eucalypts or 
paperbarks. They avoid very dense or very open habitats.

FEEDING
Though Red Goshawks mostly feed on birds, they also 
occasionally take small mammals, large insects and 
reptiles such as frill-necked lizards and snakes. Though 
many different species of birds are eaten, they are said to 
favour Rainbow Lorikeets and Blue-winged Kookaburras. 
Prey is usually captured  by dashing out from a concealed 
perch among the foliage of trees.

BREEDING
One or two dull, bluish-white eggs are laid in a large nest of 
dead sticks, lined with twigs and green eucalyptus leaves. 
They are incubated by the female only for up to 43 days. 
The young are mostly fed by the female, but most of the 
food is provided by the male bird. 
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a. IBOC Spring Camp at Sawtell 12 to 19 September 2020 -Just a reminder that the Spring 

camp is the only activity for September 

Location - Sawtell  

Accommodation Big4 Sawtell Beach Holiday Park, 5 Lyons Rd, Sawtell 2432  

Phone: 02 6648 4485 or 1800 200 555,  

Email: sbhp@chcc.nsw.gov.au  

You will need to arrange your own booking with the Caravan Park directly.  

Having checked the caravan park web site, they are now taking bookings, you can book on the web site.  

The IBOC Committee has also decided not to recommence Meetings yet so if you are interested in attending the 

Camp can you please email Anna and Andrew Knowlson on knowlsons@bigpond.com  and we can send you the 

Sawtell Spring Camp Program.  

We will also need to know when you have booked, your anticipated time of arrival and departure 

and phone and email contact information for our Camp Attendance List. Anyone proposing to 

attend should still seek their own medical advice. 

 

b. General Meeting – No General Meeting in September due to the Spring Camp. The next 

General Meeting will be via Zoom on Monday 12 October with a presentation by Anna and 

Andrew Knowlson of the birds seen during their Around Australia Trip in 2019.  

 

c. Midweek Walk – No Midweek Walk in September due to the Spring Camp. The next Midweek 

Walk will be on Wednesday 14 October to be coordinated by Rupert Jarvis and the location will 

be notified in the October Newsletter. 

 

d. Monthly Walk – No Monthly Walk in September due to the Spring Camp. The next Monthly 

Walk will be on Saturday 17 October at the Australian Botanic Gardens, Mount Annan with 

Alan Cousins as leader. 

 

e. Next committee Meeting on Zoom – No Committee Meeting in September due to the Spring 

Camp. The next Committee Meeting will be Monday 19 October at 11am with Ken and Sue 

Brown hosting. 

 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 26th September 2020 
 

For all articles & photos in the next IBOC newsletter PLEASE E-mail contributions:    
To Charles Dove newsletter@iboc.org.au   

or post to 1/13 Horrocks Crescent, Kearney’s Spring, Toowoomba QLD 4350.  

 

mailto:knowlsons@bigpond.com
mailto:newsletter@iboc.org.au
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Illawarra Bird Observers Club Reports  
 
Report From Head Office 

 
Greetings members, as we all feel our way forward in these testing times here is a short update. 

First item the committee has received information that we are not required to hold an AGM, so 

at this point in time we are yet to set a date.  It will not be held this year. 

But, we are still seeking people to step up and help with the duties of the committee and also 
as secretary. Due to the lack of an AGM you will not even have to go through the stress of an 

election, the committee can appoint members to fill casual positions. 

As to general meetings, we still have no information as to when the hall may be available and 

what the conditions of use may be. 

At this point, we may have a combined Christmas BBQ and meeting in December. 
We will keep you updated as to what is likely to happen when we find out more. 

Ross Gowans 

 
 

August Wednesday Walk Purra Bay Reserve and Wooroo Point Kanahooka. 

 

by Andrew Knowlson 

 

16 Members attended the walk from Murra Murra Road to Mullet Creek and despite a cool morning 

start the day turned out sunny and warm. Morning tea was at Wooroo Point. 

A total of 52 species were seen on the day at the two locations. It was great to meet and have the 

chance to catch up in the open air. 

 Birds for the day were:  

1) PURRA BAY RESERVE - Little Wattlebird 2, Magpie lark 4, Silver Gull 2, Dusky 

Moorhen 3, Eurasian Coot 2, Welcome Swallow 8, Masked Lapwing 2, Common Starling 2, 

New Holland Honeyeater 5, Australian Raven 9, Red Wattlebird 2, Grey Fantail 2, Crested 

Pigeon 3, Red-whiskered Bulbul 3, House Sparrow 5, Galah 13, Striated Heron 1, Superb 

Fairy-wren 14, Little Grassbird 1, Purple Swamphen 1, Little Egret 1, Willy Wagtail 2, Great 

Crested Grebe 1, Australian Pelican 4, Eastern Rosella 2, Caspian Tern 1, Yellow Robin 2, 

Yellow Thornbill 7, Mistletoebird 1, Eastern Whipbird 2, Olive Backed Oriole 2, Great 

Cormorant 1, Pied Cormorant 1, Spotted Dove 4, Red-browed Finch 4, White-browed 

Scrubwren 1, Golden Whistler 1, European Goldfinch 2, Pacific Black Duck 2, Little Pied 

Cormorant 10, Great Egret 2, Silvereye 15, Laughing Kookaburra 1, Sulphur-crested 

Cockatoo 1, Shining Bronze-cuckoo 2, Variegated Fairy-wren, White-faced Heron. 

2) WOOROO POINT - Crested Tern 8, White Ibis 1, Little Corella 80, Fantail Cuckoo 1, 

Rainbow Lorikeet 3, Caspian Tern, Great Egret 1. 

 

WEEKEND WALK 
 

Audley, Saturday 15th August                                                                                  by Ken Brown 

 

The weather forecast was rather threatening, which may explain why only 7 members arrived in the 

main carpark at Audley at 9:00 am.  However, the rain band had passed through in the early hours of 

the morning and we had a cool but fine start and saw more sun and warmth as the morning progressed.  

We started around the water edge in front of the Visitor Centre on our way to Lady Carrington Drive.  

There were a number of water birds on and around the water, including a Purple Swamp Hen building 

a nest among the reeds.  As we moved along Lady Carrington Drive we saw a number of the common 

birds but not much in the way of small birds, though the Spotted Pardalote could be heard.  After the 

rain it was very wet on the Willow Tree Flat so we kept to the Drive and met a couple who had seen 
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a flock of Topknot Pigeons further up.  A bit past Gibraltar Rock it was time to head back without a 

view of the pigeons, but a pair of Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos was nice to see. 

 

We had a pleasant morning tea in the sun at the edge of the water back at Ironbark Flat and then drove 

over the causeway and around to Reids Flat.  From here we walked along the track downstream on 

the western side of the river.  We picked up some more birds here that we had not seen on the other 

side of the causeway, including a Grey Butcherbird, Eastern Spinebill and White-browed Scrubwren.  

When we reached the little waterfall we agreed to turn back and were lucky enough to see a Southern 

Emu-wren on the way back.  Lunch at Reids Flat was very pleasant sitting in the sun beside the water, 

keeping an eye out for the Kookaburras who had stolen a sandwich out of my hand a few days before. 

 

 

Bird List for Audley  15th August 2020                   7 members                        38 Species 

Noisy Miner Pacific Black Duck Australian Wood Duck 

Masked Lapwing Australasian Grebe Little Pied Cormorant 

Satin Bowerbird Little Black Cormorant Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Little Corella Rainbow Lorikeet 

Crimson Rosella Laughing Kookaburra Superb Fairy-wren 

Southern Emu-wren Brown Thornbill Spotted Pardalote 

Lewin’s Honeyeater Yellow-faced Honeyeater New Holland Honeyeater 

Eastern Whipbird Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Grey Butcherbird 

Australian Magpie Pied Currawong Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail Australian Raven Eastern Yellow Robin 

Welcome Swallow Purple Swamphen Dusky Moorhen 

Eurasian Coot Superb Lyrebird Australian King-Parrot 

Eastern Spinebill White-browed Scrubwren  

 

  
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Purple Swamphen 

  
Photos by Ken Brown 
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Longtime member Joan Wylie and family would like to thank 

IBOC for the beautiful flowers and all the members who 

passed on the many wishes of condolences in the recent loss 

of Tom. We are sure from the many messages he will always 

be remembered by the club and its members. 

The Bird Way: A New Look at How Birds Talk, Work, Play, Parent, 
and Think 

by Jennifer Ackerman - published by Scribe. 

From the New York Times bestselling author of The Genius of Birds, a radical investigation into the 

bird way of being, and the recent scientific research that is dramatically shifting our understanding of 

birds - how they live and how they think. 

"There is the mammal way and there is the bird way."  This is one scientist's pithy distinction between 

mammal brains and bird brains: two ways to make a highly intelligent mind.  But the bird way is 

much more than a unique pattern of brain wiring, and lately, scientists have taken a new look at bird 

behaviours they have, for years, dismissed as anomalies or mysteries.  What they are finding is 

upending the traditional view of how birds conduct their lives, how they communicate, forage, court, 

breed, survive.  They're also revealing the remarkable intelligence underlying these activities, abilities 

we once considered uniquely our own--deception, manipulation, cheating, kidnapping, infanticide, 

but also, ingenious communication between species, cooperation, collaboration, altruism, culture, and 

play. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51802456-the-bird-way 

Richmond Shire hires helicopter to chase galahs, corellas and 

cockatoos out of outback town 
ABC North West Qld  By Eric Barker 

 
The Richmond Shire Council in north Queensland has hired a helicopter to 

chase away birds from trees in town 

An outback council has commissioned the use of a helicopter to chase a large 

flock of birds out of town, with the animals reportedly having damaged trees 

and powerlines. 

 

The chopper will be flying over Richmond twice a week and the local ranger 

will be firing a gas gun 

Richmond Shire Mayor John Wharton says the birds have been stripping 

trees and powerlines 

Bird expert Del Richards says the plan could work but the birds are intelligent 

and might "enjoy the exercise" 

The chopper will be flying over Richmond twice a week, and the local ranger will be firing a gas gun in a bid to steer the 

cockatoos, galahs and corellas into nearby bushland and away from the town's infrastructure. 

Richmond Shire Mayor John Wharton said the birds infiltrate the town every four or five years and he did not know why 

they decided it was the place to be. 

"The trees will die eventually if we let them go so we've got to try and get rid of them," Councillor Wharton said. 

"There's timber from Richmond all the way to the Gulf of Carpentaria, so it's not as if they're running short of tucker." 

 

Persistence pays off 

Councillor Wharton said helicopter bird control was common place in the area and the key to success was persistence. 

Picture (Supplied: John Wharton) 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51802456-the-bird-way
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/northwest/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/eric-barker/8026772
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"We'll have to persist with this for a little while until we get them moving," he said. 

"We've got to protect our assets, it costs a lot of money to replace a lot of these assets, especially important shade trees 

around the school and around the caravan park. 

"A lot of people have worked hard to keep those trees alive, these birds are stripping and if we don't address it then we're 

asleep at the wheel." 

Bird expert cautiously optimistic 

Bird expert Del Richards said it was hard to understand why the birds had chosen the township to roost. 

"There's plenty of bore watering troughs (for cattle) to not demand that they come into town for water," Mr Richards said. 

 

Del Richards says the plan could work but the council needs to consider the bird's intelligence. 

But he said the intelligence of the birds made him cautious about the shire's plan. 

"Both the corella and the galah will probably enjoy that daily exercise," he said. 

"But all of their problems really come out of the air, because they can't really fly away from something that has come 

above, so it might be an idea." 

 

Sunshine Coast bird-loving twins Paula and Bridgette Powers in pelican egg 

rescue 
ABC Sunshine Coast By Tim Wong-See                                                             Posted Friday 7 August 2020 at 9:08am 

 

Paula and Bridgette Powers saved Rob the 
pelican from certain death after his egg was 

about to fall into a dam.(ABC Sunshine Coast: 

Tim Wong-See) 

Share 
 

Rob the pelican is months away from release 

into the wild, but nearly four months ago he was 

centimetres from death inside an abandoned 
egg. While still inside an egg, Rob the pelican 

nearly drowned  'The Twinnies' found the egg on 

the edge of their backyard dam.  The pelican won't be released for at least another four months 

while in care.The egg was saved as it teetered on the edge of a dam on Paula and Bridgette 

Powers' property on Queensland's Sunshine Coast. Renowned for their passion for wildlife over 
20 years, the Powers sisters — known as 'The Twinnies' — run a 24-hour seabird rescue haven 

at their home in Landsborough. Bridgette said the egg's discovery was a shock. 

"It's never happened before, ever here," she said. "It rolled a fair way from the nest site." The 

egg was incubated at 37 degrees Celsius before the twins said they heard chirps from the egg 
six days later. 

 

Rob the pelican when he was first born. (Supplied: Twinnies 

Pelican and Seabird Rescue) "We would put our ear to the door 
and we heard it," Bridgette said. "Once Rob hatched we 

didn't feed him for the first day. "We just dribbled some 

water over the tip of his bill because he would've still had 

the egg yoke inside him." 

First week critical Rob's first week was critical and the 
sisters watched intently to ensure the fledgling pelican 

would survive. 

"They can get a compounded gut … they can't go to the 

toilet properly," Paula said. "We were so excited when he 
did a big massive poo because we knew his belly was right. "It smelt like a pelican poo too." 

Find more local news Rob requires at least another three months' care before he is released at 

Tangalooma on Moreton Island. "They're safe [there] from dog attacks and foxes," Paula said. 

While the rescue shelter relies on donations and council grants, the Twinnies are fuelled by their 
deep-rooted love for the outdoors. "From when we've been three years old we've always loved 

nature," Bridgette said. 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/sunshine/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/people/tim-wong-see/10241608
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SWIFT PARROTS DIE AFTER CRASHING INTO OBSTACLES, BUT YOU CAN HELP 
BirdLife Australia recently received a report from Daniel, a BirdLife supporter from Stawell in western Victoria, 
who had made the very sad but important discovery of five Critically Endangered Swift Parrots which had died 
after flying into a chain-link fence. 
This is yet another blow to a species which is already under significant threat of extinction from key drivers 
such as commercial logging of breeding habitat in Tasmania, the predation of eggs, nestlings and adult birds 
by introduced Sugar Gliders in Tasmania, and the clearance/logging of vital foraging habitat across their over-
wintering range on the Australian mainland. 
As many as 2 per cent of the total population (that’s 40 birds) is estimated to die each year from collisions with 
windows, fences (particularly chain-link fences) and vehicles. With only about 1000 breeding pairs remaining, 
the loss of these five birds from this one collision is a terrible outcome. 
But this is where you can help us! 
 
We’re very grateful that Daniel promptly notified us of the recent collision in Stawell, and we would like to 
encourage you to do the same if you happen to find a dead Swift Parrot. These discoveries assist greatly in 
measuring impacts and assessing the species’ ongoing survival, so your reports are invaluable to the 
continued efforts towards conserving this spectacular little bird. 
If you find a dead Swift Parrot, we recommend you: 
Look for other birds in the immediate area that may also be dead or injured 
Check if there are any living birds or suitable food trees nearby 
Determine the cause of death if possible – e.g. collision with chain fence, window or car (or unknown) 
Photograph the bird(s) 
Look for coloured and labelled leg bands that are used to identify individual birds (record and photograph if 
present) 
Where possible, retrieve the bird(s), place it (them) in a sealed plastic bag, and store them in a freezer 
Email all relevant details (location, notable hazards etc.) and images to us at woodlandbirds@birdlife.org.au. 
If you find an injured Swift Parrot, please: 
Loosely wrap the bird in a blanket or towel, and gently place it in a secure and well-ventilated box 
Place the box away from noise, pets, children or other disturbances 
Do not attempt to feed the bird 
Take the bird to your nearest vet clinic or wildlife carer as soon as possible 
Immediately email us at woodlandbirds@birdlife.org.au to report all details. 
For all other bird strikes (aside from Swift Parrots), we recommend reporting your sightings to us by following 
a series of quick, but important questions regarding your sighting. These questions can be found here. 
There are also some important preventative measures you can take around your home or workplace to reduce 
the chances of bird collisions with windows – an issue which impacts on up to a third of Australia’s bird species, 
including Swift Parrots! These simple but effective measures are discussed further in the ‘Make your windows 
safe for birds’ brochure, developed as part of the Bird Strike Project run by BirdLife Australia’s Urban Birds 
team.  
For further information on bird strikes and how you can create positive outcomes for the birds in your local 
area, visit the Bird Strike Project webpage.  

 
A FEW LINKS - courtesy Pam Hazelwood 

 
ELUSIVE, MYSTERIOUS: ONE OF WORLD'S OLDEST SEABIRDS FOUND ON GREAT BARRIER REEF 
It's white, black and red, calls Lady Elliot Island home, and is one of the world's most elusive seabirds — and possibly also the oldest. 
Read the full story                        Shared from ABC app 

 
HOODED PLOVER NUMBERS ON THE RISE THANKS TO REDUCED VISITOR NUMBERS 
Hooded plovers are vulnerable to human activity on beaches, with their eggs often crushed by 4WDs and chicks attacked by off-leash dogs.  
Read the full story                              Shared from ABC app 

 
ORANGE-BELLIED PARROTS, ALL BUT EXTINCT, SURVIVE TASMANIAN SUMMER ONLY TO DIE MIGRATING 
Environment | The Guardian 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/aug/17/orange-bellied-parrots-all-but-extinct-survive-tasmanian-summer-only-to-die-
migrating 

 
What this critically endangered bird tells us about Australia's failing environment protection laws - ABC News 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-08-25/environment-protection-laws-fail-swift-parrot-conservationists/12574398 

 
'Thrilled and delighted': Released endangered honeyeater leads conservationists to wild flock 
A regent honeyeater released as part of a captive-breeding program leads conservationists to a wild flock in the NSW Hunter region, 
providing fresh hope. Read the full story                                                        Shared from ABC app 

 
Short‐term impacts of prescribed burning on Orange‐bellied Parrot (Neophema chrysogaster)  

food plant abundance –  
Stojanovic - - Ecological Management & amp; Restoration - Wiley Online Library 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/emr.12421 
 
 
 
 

mailto:woodlandbirds@birdlife.org.au
mailto:woodlandbirds@birdlife.org.au
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/aussiebirdstrike
https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/sites/www.birdsinbackyards.net/files/birdstrike%20flyer%20-%20edited.pdf
https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/sites/www.birdsinbackyards.net/files/birdstrike%20flyer%20-%20edited.pdf
https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/getinvolved/Bird-Strike-Project
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-08-06/tropicbird-back-on-the-great-barrier-reef/12529636
https://ab.co/app
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-08-02/hooded-plover-numbers-rising-in-south-australia/12513316
https://ab.co/app
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/aug/17/orange-bellied-parrots-all-but-extinct-survive-tasmanian-summer-only-to-die-migrating
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/aug/17/orange-bellied-parrots-all-but-extinct-survive-tasmanian-summer-only-to-die-migrating
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-08-23/captive-bred-released-regent-honeyeater-leads-conservationists/12580158
https://ab.co/app
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/emr.12421
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MONTHLY SIGHTINGS :–   July-August 2020                   compiled by Darryl Goldrick 

                       SPECIES NUMBER DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Great Crested Grebe 1 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Spotted Dove 2 13-Aug-20 Tarrawanna Back Yard Alan & Anne Cousins 

Striated Heron 1 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Crested Tern 8 12/08/2020 Wooroo Point Midweek Walk IBOC 

Brown Goshawk 1 15-Aug-20 Thirroul on backyard aviary Mike Morphett 

Galah 13 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Long-billed Corella 100 9-Aug-20 Lake Illawarra South 
High School playing 
fields 

Darryl Goldrick 

Long-billed Corella 50 13-Aug-20 Balarang Playing Field Darryl Goldrick 

Little Corella 80 12/08/2020 Wooroo Point Midweek Walk IBOC 

Australian King-Parrot 1 13-Aug-20 Tarrawanna Tree on adjacent green Alan & Anne Cousins 

Eastern Rosella 2 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 2 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 12/08/2020 Wooroo Point Midweek Walk IBOC 

Green Catbird 2 12-Aug-20 Thirroul backyard Mike Morphett 

Variegated Fairy-wren 1 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Yellow Thornbill 7 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Eastern Spinebill 1 14-Aug-20 Tarrawana Garden Alan & Anne Cousins 

Little Wattlebird 2 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Eastern Whipbird 2 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 1 14-Aug-20 Towradgi Powerlines 
John/Robin 
Cashman 

Golden Whistler 1 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Olive-backed Oriole 2 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Eastern yellow Robin 2 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Little Grassbird 1 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Red-whiskered Bulbul 2 13-Aug-20 Thirroul backyard Mike Morphett 

Red-whiskered Bulbul 3 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Common Blackbird 1 31-Jul-20 
Wiseman Park 
Gwynneville 

Creek bank Chris. Cartledge 

Mistletoebird 1 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

European Goldfinch 2 12/08/2020 Purra Bay Midweek Walk IBOC 

Thank you to those members who posted their sightings to me for records and newsletter. 

So, please email me or phone. 
 

 

Don’t forget to check out our website for contacts and email addresses 
https://www.iboc.com.au/                                                                                               

 

or the 
Illawarra Bird Observers Club facebook 

                    https://www.facebook.com/Illawarra-Bird-Observers-Club-NSW-
Australia-223624561002229/ 
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