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Raising a wing and a smile                                                                Mike Morphett 
Critics of backyard bird-feeding stations, in my opinion, miss out on the opportunity to study 

much more closely avian behaviour and the sheer enjoyment that comes with it, especially 

during ongoing pandemic lockdown restrictions that have brought about so much social 

dislocation. Mixed seed and blueberries and grapes, combined with various types of planted 
vegetation to various levels, plus my aviary birds, have attracted a range of bird species to 

my home, totaling at least twenty, some replacing others, most months of the year. There is 

much coming and going. I enjoy a balcony view of the many dramas played out, as different 

individual birds or groupings display reactive and adaptive behaviours; namely, aggression, 
adventurousness, opportunism, diffidence, patience, and some cooperation (mainly adult 

feeding young). Then there are the different vocalisations to consider, indicating how each 

bird is feeling about its surroundings and probably itself; the prime example is the male Satin 

Bowerbird that has made the back garden his territory for nigh on three years, with prime 
attention on advertising his well-maintained, adorned and protected bower to females. I could 

be further criticised for being anthropomorphic. But might not avian intelligence, high up in 

the non-human world, be akin to ours and therefore their ways of coping with, and responding 

to, life’s challenges? 

One species I’ve become much acquainted with is the “Brown Pigeon” (I prefer that name to 
Cuckoo-dove). For many months now groups of four, sometimes six, have been making daily 

visits and in all weathers. They are typical of exhibiting the variety of behaviours and calls 

I’ve referred to above. Coincidentally, while I’m jotting down my thoughts for this article, 

three of them have landed on the verandah in front of me. After their usual jerky head 
movements from side to side to scout what’s about, one male is bowing his head up and 

down, trying to impress a female, while the third takes advantage of finishing off a few seeds 

in the tray unchallenged.  

  
Wing-raising is a regular feature among “Brown Pigeons”. On the one hand, both wings are 

held upright as an offensive and defensive mechanism towards rival conspecifics or other 

species competing for food, which is more of a bluff gesture; on the other, just one wing is 
raised slowly and kept upright or to one side for a short while, then lowered, followed by the 

same process with the other wing, usually when the bird is perching on a branch. This latter 

habit could at first be interpreted as the sign of an injury, but has in fact a beneficial purpose 

and is not uncommon in the bird world. It enables the sun’s rays to penetrate the bird’s 

feathers, which helps with their alignment, through to its body, enhancing both its health, by 
getting rid of unwanted feather lice and other parasites, and its chances in the mating stakes. 

Often sunbaking turns to preening. According to the Audubon Society, over fifty bird families 

carry out such procedure, termed maintenance behaviour, which constitutes nine per cent of 

a bird’s time. 
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 In addition to sunbathing, ‘my’ “Brown 
Pigeons” have indulged in bathing in water, 

making use of the two large, shallow bird-

baths. Rolling to one side has accompanied 

the raised wings, reminiscent of a ship on 
the ocean, buffeted to port or starboard by 

a cyclone. There have been occasions when 

I’ve been grateful to be under shelter from 

a heavy downpour of rain, while watching 
a pigeon remain perched on a robinia 

branch for many minutes, motionless, just 

soaking up the rain; luxuriating maybe. 

I’ve thought of a rehash of the scene in the 
1952 movie, ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ 

(accessible on Youtube), with Gene Kelly 

expressing his happiness by dancing in the 

street in heavy rain until confronted by a 

bemused police officer: ‘Perching in the 
Rain’ with an intro of ‘Coo-dloo-coo coo-

coo’ (My apologies to lyricist, Arthur 

Freed). Whilst there’s a smile on his face 

(and also on mine during such 
observations), but not on the bird’s, it’s 

apparent to me that it’s enjoying the health 

benefits. 

 

 

A - Puffins 
 

Monthly Sightings : Sept/Oct 2021 compiled by Darryl Goldrick 

         SPECIES NUMBER DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVERS 

Australian Pelican 7 4-Oct-21 Bellambi Lagoon mudflat & on water Mike Morphett 

Chestnut Teal 8 4-Oct-21 Bellambi Lagoon on water Mike Morphett 

Australasian Grebe 1 4-Oct-21 East Woonona Lagoon on water Ian McKinlay 

White-Headed Pigeon 1 3-Oct-21 Premier Drive; Albion Park Grassy Woodland, next door Bruce Coyte 

White-headed Pigeon 1 26-Sep-21 Hewitts Creek Lagoon mixed forest Ian McKinlay 

White-headed Pigeon 1 22-Oct-21 Thirroul on backyard aviary Mike Morphett 

Wonga pigeon 1 7-Oct-21 Slacky Flat Bulli Open Woodland Joan Wylie and Terry Edwell 

Wonga Pigeon 1 15-Oct-21 Thirroul backyard Mike Morphett 

Wonga Pigeon 1 29-Sep-21 Clowes Park, Austinmer urban edge forest Ian Mckinlay 

Wonga Pigeon 1 5-Oct-21 Otford forest Ian McKinlay 

Topknot Pigeon 1 dead 20-Sep-21 Thirroul Library urban-ground under Fig Tree Ian McKinlay 

Topknot Pigeon several 20-Sep-21 Russell Vale Golf Course Fig tree canopy Ian Mckinlay 

Eastern Great Egret 1 4-Oct-21 Bellambi Lagoon feeding in shallow water Mike Morphett 

White-faced Heron 2 4-Oct-21 Bellambi Lagoon run-off retention basis Mike Morphett 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 2 14-Oct-21 Thirroul residential in flight Mike Morphett 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 8 18-Oct-21 McCauleys Beach, Thirroul overhead - flying south Ian McKinlay 

Little Black Cormorant 2 4-Oct-21 Bellambi Lagoon mudflat Mike Morphett 

Little Black Cormorant 2 7-Oct-21 Coledale Beach sand & rock platform Mike Morphett 

Australian White Ibis 3 4-Oct-21 Bellambi Lagoon stormwater retention basin Mike Morphett 

Australian White Ibis 6 20-Oct-21 East Corrimal Lagoon shoreline Ian McKinlay 

Royal Spoonbill 1 20-Oct-21 East Corrimal lagoon feeder stream pond Ian McKinlay 

Pacific Baza 1 7-Oct-21 Balgownie Overhead Pam Hazelwood 

Pacific Baza 2 14-Oct-21 Balgownie Tall gum trees & part rainforest Terry Edwell 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1 20-Oct-21 Russell Vale GC overhead, under harassment Ian McKinlay 

Brown Goshawk 1 3-Oct-21 Primbee dunes over golf course Bill and Joan Zealey 

Brown Goshawk 1 5-Oct-21 Cellodene Av, Stanwell Park regrowth forest Ian McKinlay 
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Collared Sparrowhawk 1 24-Sep-21 McCauleys Hill, Thirroul urban- overhead Ian McKinlay 

Peregrine Falcon 1 3-Oct-21 Primbee dunes flying along edge of woodland Bill and Joan Zealey 

Long-billed Corella 2 4-Oct-21 Bellambi Lagoon palm branch beside cycle/path Mike Morphett 

Little Corella 3 4-Oct-21 Bellambi Lagoon grass verge beside cycle/path Mike Morphett 

Little Corella ~ 35-40 25-Sep-21 East Thirroul urban - flying north Ian McKinlay 

Little Corella 3 4-Oct-21 East Woonona Lagoon branch above lagoon Ian McKinlay 

Crimson Rosella 2 29-Sep-21 Mt Keira Suburban creek bank Chris. Cartledge 

Eastern Rosella 2 6-Oct-21 Russell Vale Golf Course Grassland Ian McKinlay 

Eastern Koel 1 calling 1-Oct-21 Thirroul residential area Mike Morphett 

Eastern Koel 1m1f 17-Oct-21 Lake Illawarra South Yard-Eucalypt - calling. Darryl Goldrick 

Channel-billed Cuckoo 2 28-Sep-21 Balgownie pursued by wattlebird Pam Hazelwood 

Channel-billed Cuckoo 2 2-Oct-21 Balgownie Suburban Joan Zealey 

Channel-billed Cuckoo 1 8-Oct-21 Tarrawanna residential area Laurie Williams 

Powerful owl 1 3-Oct-21 Bulli Grevillea Park Bushland Joan Wylie 

Laughing Kookaburra 2 albino 8-Oct-21 Redgum Ridge, Figtree Woodland adjoining residential Laurie Williams 

Laughing Kookaburra 1 nest 18-Oct-21 Lake Illawarra South Nesting Canary Island Palm Darryl Goldrick 

Dollarbird 1 10-Oct-21 Thirroul residential eucalypt canopy Mike Morphett 

Dollarbird 1 16-Oct-21 Balgownie Bush near a small park Balgownie Terry Edwell 

Superb Lyrebird 1D 2F 22-Sep-21 Gibson Track, Thirroul Rainforest Ian McKinlay 

Green Catbird 1 22-Sep-21 Gibson Track, Thirroul rainforest Ian McKinlay 

Variegated Fairy-wren 2 18-Oct-21 McCauleys Beach, Thirroul low native shrubs adjoining cycleway Ian McKinlay 

Yellow-throated Scrubwren 4 7-Oct-21 Slacky Flat Bulli Creek line Joan Wylie and Terry Edwell 

Scarlet Honeyeater Several 12-Sep-21 Balgownie Bottle brush/birdbath  Terry Edwell 

White-naped Honeyeater 3 3-Oct-21 Primbee dunes Woodland Bill and Joan Zealey 

Rufous Whistler 5 F 3-Oct-21 Primbee Dunes Woodland Bill and Joan Zealey 

Australasian Figbird 1 2-Oct-21 Balgownie in tree in local garden Joan Zealey 

Olive-backed Oriole 1 3-Oct-21 Wollongong Botanic Gardens tree canopy nr Glennifer Brae Mike Morphett 

Olive-backed Oriole 1 10-Oct-21 Thirroul residential eucalypt canopy Mike Morphett 

Olive-backed Oriole 1 19-Oct-21 Clowes Park, Austinmer Eucalypt forest Ian McKinlay 

Australian Raven 15 19-Oct-21 Staithes Mews, Bellambi foraging household garbage Mike Morphett 

Leaden flycatcher 2m+2f 14-Oct-21 Blanchard Cr. Balgownie Tall casuarina Terry Edwell 

Welcome Swallow 2Ad+4ch 7-Oct-21 Coledale under awning above hairdressing salon Mike Morphett 

Common Blackbird 1 M 3-Oct-21 Lake Illawarra South Yard Darryl Goldrick 

European Goldfinch 1 21-Oct-21 McCauleys Beach, Thirroul hind grassland Ian McKinlay 

 

Thank you to all those who took the time to submit their sightings 
 

Visit IBOC websight to email your sightings 
https://www.iboc.com.au/contact.html 
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