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A TIME TO BREED AND A TIME TO SUCCEED               Mike Morphett 
 

Over the past seven years I have chalked up three breeding records for the White-browed 

Scrubwren at my Thirroul home. Two nests were built in hanging baskets, one with a plastic 

plant on the back verandah, and the other in the carport in an offshoot of an unnamed 

flowering plant I bought at the Bulli Markets years ago; despite the human activity, all the 
chicks fledged. The latest came as a surprise: again, with three eggs, in a nest neatly tucked 

between the leaves of a clump of bromeliads on the western side of the house. It was initially 

through the male bird’s movements with nesting material that gave the game away when I 

happened to look through the window. But this behaviour was well past the breeding period 
ending in December, sometimes January, for this species. Since then, I’ve observed only the 

female in the nest and then doing food deliveries. Easter has come and gone and so too, it 

seems, have the parent bird and one fledgling. Two eggs lie abandoned inside the soft cosy 

chamber. 
 

 
 

Verandah nest Carport nest 

 
Of these three breeding locations, I would have thought the bromeliads with surrounding 

quietness to be the ideal and most likely to succeed; but I guess the time for procreation 

wasn’t right, and the role of an apparently sole parent too burdensome. Certainly there has 

been no food shortage of insects after all the 291mm rainfall in March. Could the pair have 

been too young in the first place? I’ve now finished reading English ornithologist Dominic 
Couzens’s excellent and detailed book, Songs of Love and War: The Dark Heart of Bird 

Behaviour (2017). For me, the focus on British and European birds is still relevant for the 

Australian passerines. In the chapter titled ‘The Breeding Cycle’ he states, “A breeding 

attempt has absolutely no chance of succeeding unless the birds work together and know 
what to do and when to do it…Whether it be singing, nest building, incubation or feeding the 

young, there are many pitfalls, and if either individual of a pair falls short, the whole breeding 

attempt is in jeopardy.” As a long-serving apprentice of bird study, I’m inclined to add a line 

to Chapter three of the Book of Ecclesiastes: A time to breed and a time to succeed. 
 

  
Bromeliads nest Female white-browed scrubwren after food 

drop 
 

Among a number of alternative common names for the White-browed Scrubwren is cartwheel-

bird, alluding to its song which reportedly sounds like a revolving, squeaking cart wheel in 

need of a generous application of grease, which my ears haven’t yet picked up. For the same 



Issue No 457                                                           Illawarra Bird Observers Club Inc Newsletter                                           May 2021 

Page 8 

reason, that name has also been given to the Rufous Bristlebird, twice the Scrubwrens size, 
but occupying only a very limited range on Australia’s southern coastline. A further contrast 

between these two avians is their taxonomic genus names: Sericornis for the Scrubwren 

means silken bird, denoting its soft plumage, whilst the meaning of Dasyornis is hairy or 

shaggy bird, referring to the other’s rictal bristles. And finally, if you scan the Net for 
cartwheel-bird, you’ll also come across several advertisements for toys designed to stimulate 

(and, no doubt, relieve symptoms of boredom) for birds in captivity, like members of the 

parrot family. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks for being a part of the biggest team 
in birding. Email not displaying correctly?        

View it in your browser 
 

 

 

 

Birding’s biggest day is back! Global Big Day is just a month away. By eBirding on a past 

big day, you’ve helped to set new world records for the most bird species, greatest number 
of birders, and most information on biodiversity gathered in a single day. Thank you. 

 

Last year's Global Big Day showed what birdwatchers around the world can accomplish 

together. More than 50,000 people across 175 countries collectively reported an 
astounding 120,000 eBird checklists. Will you help us beat those numbers this year? All 

you have to do is spend a few minutes birding on 8 May and eBird what you find. 

Here are three easy ways to make the most out of your Global Big Day: 

Brush up on local birds. Knowing what birds you could spot makes finding them on the 
big day more fun. Download the free Merlin Bird ID app and start exploring species in your 

area today. Merlin can also help you to identify birds on Global Big Day!   

 

Use eBird Mobile. eBird's free app has features such as Mobile Explore and Quick 
Entry that make it easier to find and share the birds around you. Try eBird Mobile. 

Make birding’s biggest team even bigger. Do you have a friend or loved one with a 

growing interest in birds? Encourage them to join the Global Big Day fun. Share your 

stories on social media using #GlobalBigDay.  

However you choose to participate, please continue to put safety first and follow local 
guidelines.  

 

More Global Big Day tips and resources. 

We hope you’ll be a part of Global Big Day again this year. We're excited to see what we 
can achieve together.  

 

Happy birding, Team eBird 
 

 
 
 

A = Parliament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/birds.cornell.edu/gbd2020-3-weeks-1320335?e=b1372b0907
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=c8c28f62ce&e=b1372b0907
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=d9755be249&e=b1372b0907
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=ae7a5e8ba3&e=b1372b0907
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=a3614f644c&e=b1372b0907
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=a3614f644c&e=b1372b0907
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=7dfc530b10&e=b1372b0907
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=bfa7a2d788&e=b1372b0907
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=b1be0e23f6&e=b1372b0907
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=ac0219dbfa&e=b1372b0907
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WMBD 2021 Theme : Sing, Fly, Soar – Like a Bird!  
 

World Migratory Bird Day 2021: 

Join the global celebration of birds and nature on 8 May 2021! 
 

“Sing, Fly, Soar – Like a Bird!”  

Is the theme of this year’s World Migratory Bird Day, an annual global campaign dedicated 

to raising awareness of migratory birds and the need for international cooperation to 

conserve them. 

 
https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/ 

 
 

 
 

Introducing... 
Feed the Birds 

 A habitat restoration and revegetation project 
 

Feed the Birds is a new Saving our Species project working with Glossies in the Mist to restore 

foraging and nesting habitat for Glossy black-cockatoos in the remaining wildlife corridor 

linking the Southern Blue Mountains and Morton National Park. 
Traversing from Bullio and Bungonia, this important landscape connection is called the Great 

Western Wildlife Corridor (GWWC). Glossy black-cockatoos require corridors of native 

vegetation with nesting and feeding habitat to survive and move through the landscape. Due 

to the large areas of Glossy habitat being effected by wildfire, it is now more important than 
ever to strengthen the connectivity of the GWWC by protecting and enhancing key Glossy 

black-cockatoo habitat. 

Across NSW Glossy black-cockatoos are vulnerable due to the reduction of suitable feeding 

habitat and the loss of large hollow bearing trees for breeding habitat. Glossies feed almost 
entirely on the seeds of she-oaks, in the GWWC this is restricted to two species of 

allocasuarina; Black she-oak A. littoralis and Drooping she-oak A. verticillata.  

Feed the Birds aims to increase Glossy black-cockatoo habitat within the GWWC by extending, 

connecting and enhancing existing native habitat areas. We will be planting a mix of species 

including Allocasuarinas for feeding and Eucalypt trees for future nesting hollows. 
 

Click this link to     -      Register as a tree planting volunteer here 

 
If you would like to order some Black she-oak (Allocasurina littoralis) for your property, 

head to the tree order form. 
 

We have also put together a planting fact sheet for those who would like some information on planting feed 
trees on their property 

https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/news/2021/wmbd-2021-theme-sing-fly-soar-%E2%80%93-bird
https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
https://app.betterimpact.com/Application?OrganizationGuid=a11db1e5-764d-4769-9838-2e2698b23ed0&ApplicationFormNumber=2
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SPMS3TH
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MONTHLY SIGHTINGS March/April '21                             compiled by Darryl Goldrick 

SPECIES NUMBER DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove 1 10-Apr-21 Tarrawanna Trees along creek line Sue & Ken Brown 

Topknot Pigeon 9 26-Mar-21 Near Figtree Oval Trees 
Joan Whylie and  
Terry Edwell 

Striated Heron 1 14-Apr-21 
Lake Illawarra F'shore, 
Warilla 

near Reddall Reserve fish-
cleaning station 

Mike Morphett 

Yellow-tailed Black-
Cockatoo 

2 27-Mar-21 Tarrawanna Overhead Alan and Anne Cousins 

Yellow-tailed Black-
Cockatoo 

2 13-Apr-21 Dharawal NR Trail 10Z overhead Mike Morphett 

Kelp Gull 1 23-Mar-21 
west of Bellambi Boat 
Ramp 

rock platform Mike Morphett 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 16 13-Mar-21 Balgownie Overhead Terry Edwell 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 7-Mar-21 Tarrawanna In sky above Alan Cousins 

Sooty Oystercatcher 2 14-Apr-21 
Lake Illawarra F'shore, 
Warilla 

waterline inside breakwater inlet Mike Morphett 

Southern Boobook 1 heard 31-Mar-21 Tarrawanna Escarpment Alan Cousins 

Southern Boobook 
1 calling 
9.45pm 

2-Apr-21 Thirroul Excelsior souhern edge Mike Morphett 

Superb Fairy-wren 4 13-Apr-21 Dharawal NP 10Z Trail 
understorey beside raised 
pathway to falls 

Mike Morphett 

Brown Thornbill 1 8-Apr-21 Thirroul front & back yards feeding Mike Morphett 

Spotted Pardalote 1 21-Mar-21 Tarrawanna Bushland Anne Cousins 

Eastern Spinebill 1 10-Apr-21 Tarrawanna Trees along creek line Sue & Ken Brown 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 10+ 13-Apr-21 
Dharawal NP & Nature 
Reserve 

eucalypt canopies bordering 
Trails 10 & 10Z 

Mike Morphett 

Scarlet Honeyeater 1 8-Apr-21 Bellambi Lagoon Bush 
Joan Wylie and  
Terry Edwell 

Eastern Whipbird 2 m+f 6-Apr-21 Tarrawanna Creek line behind back fence Sue & Ken Brown 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 1 24-Mar-21 Thirroul residential tree-tops Mike Morphett 

Rufous Fantail 1 8-Apr-21 Thirroul front & back yards feeding Mike Morphett 

Eastern Yellow Robin 1 13-Apr-21 Dharawal NP 10Z Trail 
burnt area after last Sept fire 
hazard reduction program 

Mike Morphett 

Eastern Yellow Robin 1 13-Apr-21 Dharawal N R, 10Z Trail gate Mike Morphett 

Thank you to all those who took the time to submit the sightings 
 

'footer' note: ' There has been some worrying reportings in the press over the past week of 

unexplained dead Rainbow Lorikeets (regrettably not Indian Miners!!)  down in the Sussex Inlet 

area. I also had an anonymous posting from Culburra  of  dead Rosellas found in a backyard 

under a Eucalypt - haven't heard of any explanations as yet.'   
Darryl Goldrick  

 

Visit IBOC websight to email your sightings 
https://www.iboc.com.au/contact.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Illawarra-Bird-Observers-Club-NSW-Australia/223624561002229 
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