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AUSTRALIAN WHITE IBIS 

Scientific Name: Threskiornis moluccus 

Alternative Names: Sacred Ibis 

Status: Least Concern 

Identification: 

The Australian White Ibis is identified by its almost 

entirely white body plumage and black head and neck. 

The head is featherless and its black bill is long and down-

curved.  

Adult birds have a 

tuft of cream 

plumes on the base 

of the neck. 

Females differ from 

males by being 

slightly smaller, with 

shorter bills. Young 

birds are similar to 

adults, but have the 

neck covered with 

black feathers. In 

flight, flocks of 

Australian White Ibis form distinctive V-shaped flight 

patterns.  Average size is 72cm. 

Songs and Calls: 

Drawn-out croaks. 

Habitat & Distribution: 

The Australian White Ibis is common and widespread in 

northern and eastern Australia, and both its range and 

abundance in western Australia is expanding, despite its 

absence from Western Australia before the 1950s. The 

species is absent from Tasmania. 

The Australian White Ibis can be observed in all but the 

driest habitats. Preferred habitats include swamps, 

lagoons, floodplains and grasslands, but it has also 

become a successful inhabitant of urban parks, gardens 

and tidal mudflats. 

Behaviour 

In regional areas, Australian White Ibis (and Straw-

necked Ibis) are sometimes called ‘the farmers’ friend’, 

due to their habit of flocking into areas afflicted by 

plagues of locusts and gorging on the ravaging hoards of 

insects. 

In urban areas where many Ibis scrounge for a living by 

scavenging at rubbish tips and in city parks, and their 

plumage becomes soiled by refuse, they are sometimes 

disparagingly referred to as ‘tip-turkeys’ or ‘bin-chickens’. 

Feeding 

The Australian White Ibis’ range of food includes both 

terrestrial and aquatic invertebrates and human scraps. 

The most favoured foods are crayfish and mussels, which 

the bird obtains by digging with its long bill.  

Breeding 

The male Australian White Ibis secures a pairing territory 

on a branch of a tall tree to attract a female. The 

courtship ceremony involves the male putting on a noisy 

display, as well as showing aggression towards other 

males. 

When a female arrives, the male attracts her by bowing 

from his branch. He then offers the female a twig, forging 

a bond when she grasps it and they begin to preen one 

another. Once the pair bond is cemented, the birds fly off 

to build a nest at another location. 

Australian White Ibis nest in large colonies. Young are 

born naked and helpless. One or two broods may be 

reared in a year. 

Text courtesy: Australian White Ibis - BirdLife Australia 
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CLUB MEETING 
Fairy Meadow Community Hall, cnr Princes Hwy & Cambridge Ave, Fairy Meadow 

Monday 13th July 2026, commencing at 7.30pm 

December in Bali   (See map & itinerary on page 9)                   with Bill & Joan Zealey 

On the spur of the moment, we booked a birding trip to Bali. We spent 10 days in East Java, Bali, and 

Lombok with Birding Indonesia.  

We were met at Den Pasar by Oka and Medh, his driver, before driving to the 

northern part of Bali.  After a few days of birding in the forest and along the coast 

we headed for East Java by ferry before returning to Bali and travelling to Lombok 

by fast boat.  The trip covered a variety of habitat types from mangrove, dry 

savannah, high altitude forest, lowland forest, salt pans and beaches in Bali, East 

Java and Lombok Island.  Bird species included Hornbills, Green Peafowl and Green 

Junglefowl, Bali Starling, Black-winged Starling, Javan Banded-Pitta and Rinjani 

Scops-Owl. 

A memorable trip and we saw hardly any tourists.                

Please bring a plate of goodies for supper after the meeting. 

 

Mid-Week WALK 

Wednesday 15th July 2026, starts at 9:00am  

Coomaditchy & Hill 60 Port Kembla               Leaders Bill & Joan Zealey  

Meet at 9am.  Head down the coast to 

Warrawong along King Street. Turn left into 

Northcliffe Drive after the Warrawong 

Plaza. Proceed into Illawarra Street and 

turn right into Cowper Street. Turn right 

onto Parkes Street and park on the road 

near the junction. 

Google Maps 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/4DYNF8nq5CsKASSn7 

In the event of inclement weather contact 

Bill on 0414 747 644 

 

--oo0oo— 

 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Monday 7th September 2026 – The next IBOC Committee meeting will be held at Mavis Robinson’s 

place, Kanahooka starting at 2pm.  
 

NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE for the August Newsletter is COB Tuesday 28th July 2026   

Please send contributions to newsletteriboc@gmail.com or Chris. Cartledge PO Box 8 Keiraville NSW 2500.  

In your email, please include a caption for each picture submitted.  Feedback on the newsletter welcomed! 

Contributors this month: Pam Hazelwood, Ken Brown, Darryl Goldrick, Bill & Joan Zealey, Charles 

Dove, Mike Morphett, Julie Telenta and Lyndall Dawson. 

                                                                                                                    Thanks to all! – Editor 
 

Javan Banded-Pitta 
(Bill Zealey) 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/4DYNF8nq5CsKASSn7
mailto:newsletteriboc@gmail.com
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REPORTS 

IBOC Club Meeting – Monday 8th June 2026 

“Sugar Gliders of the Illawarra” 

On Monday 8th June we were treated to a talk about 

some very cute native mammals from our region 

that few of us have ever seen in the wild, the elusive 

Sugar Gliders. 

As with so many other of our unique native 

mammals these small ’flying’ possums (they can 

glide up to 50 metres) are nocturnal, so rarely seen 

except perhaps if one is unfortunately brought in by 

a cat. However, they are not listed as ‘endangered’. 

Our speaker, Ruby McPhillips from the University of 

Wollongong has researched the abundance, 

distribution and behaviour of Sugar Gliders in the 

wider Illawarra region. 

 
(Ruby McPhillips) 

Tiny Sugar Gliders are related to other gliding 

possums such as the Greater Glider, the Yellow-

bellied Glider and the Squirrel Glider that also occur 

in the Illawarra region. They are omnivorous, eating 

leaves, flowers and fruits of plants as well as insects 

and even birds. They live in dense forest and in the 

open grassy woodlands that were once common in 

the region. However, their populations are now 

severely impacted by habitat fragmentation due to 

clearing and urbanisation. Ruby’s research has 

revealed that in the Illawarra several populations are 

now confined to small ‘island’ reserves of woodland 

surrounded by urban development. These 

populations are threatened by genetic inbreeding 

and predation by cats, powerful owls, native quolls 

and removal of old trees with suitable hollows for the 

gliders to nest in. 

She described the clever ways that the gliders have 

been detected, using Elliot traps, camera ’traps’, 

spotlighting and scat detection. As well as 

monitoring their abundance her research has 

focussed on the important roll that Sugar Gliders 

play as pollinators of trees such as Eucalypts and 

Banksias. 

We can all help protect the status of these important 

and charming little animals by increasing population 

connectivity, retaining aged and dead trees with 

hollows, installing specially designed nest boxes, 

and, most importantly, keeping cats inside at night. 

                                                   Lyndall Dawson 
 

In her presentation Ruby showed the recorded 
population of sugar gliders in the Illawarra on 
screen, using the Atlas of Living Australia – Open 
access to Australia’s biodiversity data 

--oo0oo-- 

Ruby also spoke of providing nest boxes for sugar 
gliders – you can check out nest box designs here 
Sugar Glider – Nest Box Tales 

A search on Google shows you can buy sugar glider 
nest box kits ready to assemble from $70 to $120 
 

Weekend Walk – Sunday 14 June 2026  

Picton Botanic Gardens           By Ken Brown  

The Picton Botanic Gardens stretches for over a 

kilometre along the east bank of Stonequarry Creek.  

It has a good walking path / bike track along its full 

length and is well serviced with picnic facilities. 

The forecast was not great but the weather looked 

reasonable while we had breakfast and prepared for 

the day.  However, just as we were leaving home the 

first drops of rain descended.  Some members were 

already on the road and phoned in to see if the walk 

was still on.  We agreed it was worth making the 

drive and seeing how conditions were when we 

arrived.  Given the weather situation it was 

pleasantly surprising to see 12 of us gathered in the 

shelter next to the car park at 9.30am.  The rain was 

now just a very light drizzle so we donned our 

jackets and headed south along the path with the 

creek and ribbon of bushland on our right and the 

parklands and oval on our left.  Near the car park we 

saw Pied Currawongs, Magpies, Magpie Larks, King 

Parrots and the first of many Noisy Miners.  The walk 

past the oval to the end of the path was easy and 

the rain cleared up completely.  Birds along the way 

included both male and female Satin Bowerbirds, a 

Grey Butcherbird and a Noisy Friarbird.  Some Wood 

Ducks were picking at the grass and a group of 

Rainbow Lorikeets could be seen at the top of a far 

tree.  On the way back we diverted off the path away 

from the creek and through a grove of large she-

oaks with large bells hanging between the trees.  

These are homes for the native bees. 

 

https://www.ala.org.au/
https://www.ala.org.au/
https://nestboxtales.com/nest-box-designs/designs-sugar-glider/
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Morning Tea Break  

(Ken Brown) 

Back at the car park we had a pleasant morning tea 

in the shelter before walking around the small lake 

to get back to the path leading north.  There were 

some Pacific Black Ducks on the lake who followed 

us around hoping for a feed.  After a quick play with 

the percussion instruments in the kids’ playground, 

we continued up the path, looking down on a few 

Wood Ducks in the creek and an Eastern Rosella in a 

tree.  A few hundred metres up the path the main 

creek swings to the east and a high bridge crosses 

over to a large playing field area rimmed by a well 

established regenerated strip of trees.  From the 

bridge we saw a group of European Goldfinch.  The 

Noisy Miners were not as prolific up here and in the 

regenerated trees we found more small birds – 

Thornbills, Superb Fairywrens and Red-browed 

Finches.  The open playing fields gave us long range 

views of some larger birds.  A White-faced Heron 

flew over and there was a Black-shouldered Kite on 

top of a light tower, two Nankeen Kestrels on a goal 

post, and a number of Cattle-Egret amongst a small 

mob of cattle on the distant hillside. 

 
Watching an Eastern Rosella  

(Ken Brown) 

The day was now much improved with the sun 

shining as we returned to the car park along the 

same path.  Another group was now occupying the 

shelter so we took our chairs down to a nice sunny 

picnic area beside the lake.  Very pleasant sitting in 

the sun, eating our lunch, having a chat and running 

through the bird list before the drive home. 

Bird List for Picton Botanic Gardens  

14th June 2026  12 Members  36 Species 

Australian Wood Duck Superb Fairywren 

Pacific Black Duck Lewin's Honeyeater 

Crested Pigeon Noisy Miner 

Bar-shouldered Dove Noisy Friarbird 

Masked Lapwing Yellow Thornbill 
Little Pied Cormorant Striated Thornbill 
White-faced Heron Brown Thornbill 
Eastern Cattle-Egret Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Great Egret Eastern Whipbird 

Black-shouldered Kite Grey Butcherbird 

Laughing Kookaburra Australian Magpie 

Nankeen Kestrel Pied Currawong 

Galah Magpie-lark 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Australian Raven 

Australian King-Parrot Welcome Swallow 

Eastern Rosella Common Myna 

Rainbow Lorikeet Red-browed Finch 

Satin Bowerbird European Goldfinch 
eBird checklist number S357658577 

 

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
Which bird is real and which ornamental?  

By Mike Morphett 

Tuesday 26 May morning with persistent showers. A 

bedraggled young grey butcherbird makes periodic 

visits  to my back verandah to dry off a bit and, 

perched on my knee, to receive bits of unsalted 

walnut. It regularly looks around for any natural 

prey, even making a foray into the open laundry, 

quite possibly seeking a spider.  

Eventually it flies across to my casuarina, from 

where it delivers its mellow piping call. I'd like to 

think that such encounters present mutual benefits. 

 
Bedraggled young Grey Butcherbird  

(Mike Morphett) 
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Book Review - Theo of Golden by Allen Levi 

A beautifully written book about life, full of colourful 

characters and some  beautiful descriptions  about 

birds from a pair of bird watchers.    

Here is a little extract...   

“Mr. Theo, Tony told me you like to watch birds.  Is 

that true?” 

“It is true.  Ever since I was a boy, I’ve enjoyed birds. 

I even keep a list of them. I have seen some 

beautiful varieties here in golden, and  you?”  

“I don’t keep a list, but I like them a lot.  Even 

though they can be pretty cruel sometimes.  And 

when Atticus says it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird 

because all they do is sing, well, tell that to the blue 

bird mama who can’t feed her babies because Miz 

Mockingbird the Hun keeps dive-bombing her.  They 

act worse than people sometimes.”  

Theo was impressed once again by Ellen’s literacy 

and power of observation.  

Dive-bombing.  

He had never thought of bird flight in that way 

before, but he had to admit the term was a precise 

description of what mockingbirds did.  He would add 

that to his own thesaurus of bird flight: martins 

dance (“they fly in cursive”),  meadowlarks explode 

(“they rise like geysers”), and starlings sprint (as do 

those with a guilty conscience, “though no one 

pursues”).  

Julie Telenta 
 

A pigeon pair of armchairs…     Mike Morphet 

 
(Muddycap - South Korea) 

Ideal for a birdwatching couple in comfort, especially 

if they're viewing in different directions... 
 

Q & A (From Theo of Golden by Allen Levi) 

The bird on the reverse side of the Canadian $5 note 

replaced by an astronaut in 2013? 

Answer: Page 8 (bottom right) 

 

 

 

One for those who may have forgotten we had a wet 

camp in May this year.  This Pied Butcherbird was 

captured at Caswell Reserve, Tanilba Bay.  

Pam Hazelwood 
 

“Stop Birds Drowning” – Bird Island 

Gruen (ABC TV – Wednesdays) had fun with the 

advertisement for this product on 17 Jun 26. (See  

iView S18 E8).   

From the website: Inventor Del 

Richards is an author, past cattle 

man, ornithologist and ABC 

broadcaster. 

Del is based in Far North 

Queensland and having spent his 

life in the country and on the 

land, understands the needs of remote locations. 

Del's mission is to save a million birds. 

Bird Island is a floating platform, saving birds from 

drowning & preventing water contamination.  They 

come in two colours, grey for stock troughs and 

yellow for swimming pools.  $123.45 delivered. 

More: Stop Birds Drowning with Bird Island 
 

Don’t forget to send in your pictures 

Send contributions to 

newsletteriboc@gmail.com   

 

Please include a caption for 

each picture submitted 

 

               --oo0oo-- 

 

https://iview.abc.net.au/video/LE2527H008S00
https://stopbirdsdrowning.com.au/
mailto:newsletteriboc@gmail.com
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST (Cont.) 

A double bower surprise                                                 Mike Morphett 

Well outside the September to February breeding season, Bluey, my resident satin bowerbird, has continued 

to bring in both natural and human-made decorations to add to his bower in my back garden.  Lately I have 

seen him carrying small twigs, which I assumed were to maintain the bower.  However, come June 18th I 

was surprised to find he had built another bower right beside the original one with the same dimensions. 

Researching the internet, I read reports of a similar occurrence, 

with two possible explanations:  When a younger male establishes 

a ‘practice’ bower (to develop his skills) near a mature male’s 

territory or when there’s a contest between males for the same 

patch.  Now and then I have come across such practice bowers 

that have soon become dilapidated.  I don’t think either theory 

applies to Bluey: instead, I believe it’s to do with the bower’s 

access to sunlight.   

Every bower of this species is constructed along a north-south 

axis, and the decorations are placed on the northern side of the 

display/courtship arena, with some inside the arched bower.  

Subject to glare and shadow, they appear more resplendent when 

the sun shines down on them, which evidently attracts any 

prospective mating female.  Especially after the increased rainfall 

during May, shrubs and flowering plants have grown significantly 

around Bluey’s bower, thereby blocking out much of the sunlight.   

The winter solstice will occur on June 21st, when the sun will be 

at its lowest point in the sky at midday on account of Earth’s 

maximum tilt away from it, bringing about the shortest period of 

sunlight.  The word ‘solstice’ derives from the Latin meaning ‘sun 

stands still’.  From ancient times to current scientists on research 

stations in Antarctica, different cultures have celebrated 

midwinter, as from then on daylight time begins to lengthen epitomising the death and rebirth of the sun.  

Aged 22, Charles Darwin was hired as ship’s naturalist aboard HMS Beagle on its world scientific mission 

(December 1831-October 1836; his personal bills were paid for by his father.  In the final January he visited 

the Blue Mountains, where he observed the behaviour of satin bowerbirds, which helped form part of his 

theory of evolution by natural selection and the role of female choice.   

With Bluey’s re-sited, sunlit new bower, I’ll be keen to observe if he continues to win over females, impressed 

by his dazzling array of decorations, accompanied by his dancing/prancing performances and vocalisations, 

and agree to what’s on offer; also, whether the original bower becomes no longer fit for purpose.  In the 

meantime, he will need to remain on guard against any rival males that may plunder or destroy his 

showpiece and dash his hopes of extending his lineage. 
 

Report suspected bird flu 

If you notice sick or dead birds or other animals, you should not touch them. If there are multiple dead 

birds or other animals, take photos or a video. 

Record your location and report it to: 24-hour Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888 

More: Report suspected bird flu - DAFF 
 

Bird baths matter in winter too, the science explains why 

Bathing is critical for birds’ feather health and longevity, as well as their agility and coordination in flight. 

One study restricting bath access in captive European Starlings found that birds denied bathing water 

collided with more objects and flew faster during escape flight because not bathing increased anxiety.   

Read the full story  Bird baths matter in winter too, and the science explains why - BirdLife Australia 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/animal/avian-influenza/report
https://birdlife.org.au/news/bird-baths-matter-in-winter-too-and-the-science-explains-why/
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LINKS TO ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

8 Crested Ibises released in Japanese town decades after extinction in Japan 

The endangered birds took off from each of their wooden cages at a ceremony Sunday in Hakui city in the 

Noto region, where they were last seen in the wild.  Read the full story (AP News) 

Flapping drone mimicking Peregrine Falcon gives hope to strawberry growers 

A drone with flapping wings is being trialled to scare away Rainbow Lorikeets that are eating hundreds of 

thousands of dollars' worth of strawberries.  Read the full story (ABC News) 

Peregrine Falcon drone could save Australian fruit and almond orchards from hungry birds 

A new falcon drone wards off peckish birds that have been destroying valuable fruit crops. Read the full 

story (ABC News) 

AviList - A Unified Global Checklist of the World’s Birds 

Created by experts in taxonomy, nomenclature, and biodiversity informatics from around the world, 

AviList provides the most current and authoritative taxonomy of the world's birds.  Learn more 

For cues on raising mature, competent kids, should parents be looking to Melbourne's 

Peregrine Falcons? 

From avocado on toast to the "Peter Pan Syndrome", Boomers have long been sticking it to the next 

generation from their negatively-geared safe havens. But their eye-rolling arguments ignore the realty 

that, for good or ill, we have parented these kids differently.  Read the full story (ABC News) 

Environmental Courses at Gluepot Reserve (SA): Spring 2026 and Autumn 2027  

Facilitated by experts in their field, Gluepot’s ecology is explored through both science and art.   

Courses; Bird Banding, Nature Painting, Birdwatching Basics & Beyond, Producing Art Images from 

Gluepot’s Environment, Getting to Know Reptiles, Invertebrates.  Additional information and booking 

Duck shooting is ending for 2026 let’s make it the last 

Help  BirdLife Australia urge the Victorian Government to ban recreational native bird shooting, by 

emailing decision makers today.  Add your voice (BirdLife Australia) 

Elusive gull drifts thousands of kilometres off course to Australia, turning birdwatching into 

‘extreme sport’ 

‘Twitchers’ rush to coastal Western Australia to see Black-Headed Gull, which usually flies between Europe 

and Asia  Read the full story (The Guardian) 

Rare bird sighting excites twitchers 

Birdwatchers from across Perth and even interstate have flocked to WA's Midwest after the sighting of a 

Black-Headed Gull.  Read the full story (ABC News) 

Wildlife carer puts $5 bounty on Indian Mynas, the 'cane toads of the sky' 

In one Queensland town, a wildlife carer is so concerned about the Indian Myna's threat to native species, 

she has self-funded a bounty program that offers $5 for every bird humanely caught.  Read the full story 

(ABC News) 

‘Osprey cam’ streams life of nesting seabirds perched at tip of 55 metre-long Queensland 

rainforest canopy crane 

Researchers believe the same pair of birds has been mating and nesting in the unusual spot in the 

Daintree Rainforest for 15 consecutive years.  Read the full story – see the video (The Guardian) 

Black Skimmer Video 

“Earlier this year I was lucky enough to be in the right place at the right time and capture some truly 

breathtaking Black Skimmer shots” – Mark Smith.  Watch on YouTube 

BirdLife Southern NSW Branch 

The Branch Update newsletter for June 2026 has many interesting articles and is available here 

 

https://apnews.com/article/germany-ibis-waldrapp-migration-climate-change-c0acde6dfd791d2ec1998b53699e9756
https://apnews.com/article/japan-crested-ibis-release-b45a911d3a735ca280686ce3c04f5bd4
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2026-06-02/falcon-drone-scares-birds-away-strawberry-crops-queensland/106674566?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-02-21/robird-peregrine-falcon-drone-to-scare-birds-from-crops/106105572?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-02-21/robird-peregrine-falcon-drone-to-scare-birds-from-crops/106105572?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://www.avilist.org/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-10-26/melbourne-peregrine-falcons-parenting-tips-maturity/104518992?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://gluepot.org/education/environmental-education-courses/
https://birdlife.org.au/ban-native-bird-hunting-victoria/?utm_campaign=ADV-Duck_hunting_update-2026&utm_medium=Pardot&utm_source=email
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jun/08/elusive-gull-drifts-thousands-of-kilometres-off-course-to-australia-turning-birdwatching-into-extreme-sport?utm_term=6a272c0040120a0bbc5572909d524cde&utm_campaign=MorningMailAUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=morningmailau_email
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-06-08/black-headed-gull-sighting-geraldton-excites-birdwatchers/106769672?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-06-05/frustration-indian-myna-bird-driving-grassroots-action/106651956?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-06-05/frustration-indian-myna-bird-driving-grassroots-action/106651956?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2026/jun/10/osprey-cam-streams-nesting-seabirds-queensland-rainforest-canopy-crane?utm_term=6a287c1d9cdfc0d52c3d1953c00a4ae1&utm_campaign=MorningMailAUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=morningmailau_email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZDoZsZZ4SA
https://cm.birdlife.org.au/t/r-l-tujtldll-jkiktkjldy-j/
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LINKS TO ARTICLES OF INTEREST (Cont.) 

I was a hardcore twitcher. I understand why the Cocos Booby has Australia’s birders in a 

frenzy 

Twitchers can be the subject of derision but they have greatly expanded our understanding of birdlife in 

the age of extinction  Read the full story (The Guardian) 

Burrowing Bettongs returned to outback decades after local extinction 

Decades after their local extinction, a handful of burrowing bettongs have been released in outback NSW.  

It is an exciting step forward for the Wild Deserts team, which has spent about a decade rewilding native 

animals.  Read the full story (ABC News) 

13,000 seal pups dead on Australian island due to bird flu 

Research has revealed the devastating impact of bird flu on a remote Australian territory where more than 

13,000 baby seals are now believed to have been killed by the virus. Read the full story (ABC News) 

Hantavirus ship passenger recounts 'huge shock' as quarantine nears end 

The first Australian to speak publicly about being onboard the MV Hondius shares his experience of the 

deadly outbreak on the ship, as he prepares to leave a Perth quarantine facility and return home to his 

family.   

An avid birder, Mr Marsh joined the cruise with a birding group from Sydney.  Initially, it was all he had 

hoped for, but then passengers started getting sick.  Read the full story (ABC News) 

Plea to Minister: Extend Seven Mile Beach National Park to save endangered glider possum 

habitat 

The Southern Greater Glider is the largest gliding possum in eastern Australia and can glide up to a 

horizontal distance of 100 metres.  Read the full story (Region Illawarra) 

12-Year-old goes viral for ability to imitate 114 bird calls, says it's his 'superpower' 

Samuel Henderson, who lives with autism and Tourette’s syndrome, keeps a journal of 114 bird species 

and calls he can mimic, aspiring to become an ornithologist and showing interest in environmental 

conservation.  Read the full story (Yahoo)   

Drones and AI combine to help bring birds back from the brink 

Birds are going extinct at an alarming rate across the globe, but Australian researchers say technology 

could help turn the tide.  Read the full story (ABC News) 

‘A genuine wildlife emergency’: everything you need to know about the arrival of H5 bird flu in 

Australia 

What is the virus? Where did it come from? Are humans at risk? What does it mean for the agricultural 

sector and wildlife? Experts answer your questions.  Read the full story (The Guardian) 

The missing shrub layer that's costing our woodland birds 

Have you noticed a change in the type of birds you see in your neighbourhood over the years?  Are there 

more Noisy Miners than anything else these days? Perhaps fewer Fairy-wrens? Why is that, and can we do 

something about it? (spoiler: yes!)  Read the full story (BirdLife Australia) 

 

Rat Bait Kills Owls Black T-shirt $50…  And Tawnys. And quolls. And pets. 

Wear it to be seen. Wear it to be heard. Wear it until SGARs are off the shelves and 

strictly controlled. 

The widespread use of Second-Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides (SGARs) is 

poisoning owls and other native birds.  After many years of public pressure and 

campaigning, the regulator has finally recommended an end to the public sale of 

SGARs. But it hasn’t happened yet! 

Buy your T-shirt from BirdLife Australia here.          [Q & A : Kingfisher] 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/jun/14/cocos-booby-twitching-australia-birders?CMP=opinionau_email&shem=rimspwouoe,
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-06-16/bettong-release-wild-deserts-sturt-national-park-after-extinct/106755452?utm_campaign=abc_news_web&utm_content=link&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_source=abc_news_web
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-06-18/bird-flu-kills-13000-seal-pups-heard-island-southern-ocean/106808210?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-06-18/australian-hantavirus-cruise-passenger-speaks-from-quarantine/106811692?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://regionillawarra.com.au/plea-to-minister-extend-seven-mile-beach-national-park-to-save-habitats-of-endangered-glider-possum/96371/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=weekly&utm_campaign=2026-06-18
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/celebrity/articles/12-year-old-goes-viral-for-ability-to-imitate-114-bird-calls-says-its-his-superpower-174232132.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-06-22/drones-and-ai-help-bring-birds-back-from-brink/106749592?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=mail
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jun/21/h5-bird-flu-australia-wildlife-emergency-explainer-h5n1?utm_term=6a384fb83912712737ff49807fa21006&utm_campaign=MorningMailAUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=morningmailau_email
https://birdlife.org.au/news/the-missing-shrub-layer-thats-costing-our-woodland-birds/
https://birdlife.org.au/product/ratbait-kills-owls-black-t-shirt/?utm_campaign=ADV_-_2026_-_APVMA_Rodenticides_May_Update&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sgars_update
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Spring Camp – Mudgee, 18 - 24 October 2026 

Our next camp will be in Mudgee in October this year.  Due to caravan park availability, it will be a slightly 

shorter camp – 6 nights. 

The details are: 

Dates:  Check in Sunday 18 October 2026, check out Saturday 24 October 2026.   

                       But you can stay longer or shorter if you wish and accommodation is available. 

Park:  Mudgee Valley Caravan Park 

Address:  2 Bell St, Mudgee NSW 2850 

Phone:  02 6372 1236 

Web site:  https://mudgeevalleypark.com.au 

The park has a variety of cabin types and there are powered sites for the vans.  No ensuite van sites 

unfortunately but the park has offered to place you as close as possible to the amenities.  The park has 

reserved a total of 10 cabins and 4 powered sites for us and will hold them until the end of August. 

When you book, tell them you are from IBOC - the Illawarra Bird Observers Club.  After you book, please 

send us an email at membershipiboc@gmail.com and tell us what dates and accommodation you have 

booked. 

The reserved options are: 

2 x Deluxe 2-bedroom cabin  $248.33 per night 

2 x Standard 2-bedroom cabin  $190.67 per night 

2 x Budget 2-bedroom cabin  $170.67 per night 

2 x Deluxe 1 bedroom cabin  $190.67per night 

2 x Standard 1-bedroom cabin  $170.67 per night 

Powered site  $42 per night 

If the reserved cabins of your preferred type have been taken, they may still have cabins of that type 

available if you book early.  You will be asked to pay a deposit when you book. 

                                                                                                                         Ken & Sue Brown   

December in Bali – Guest speakers Bill & Joan Zealey – Monday 13 July 2026 

 

https://mudgeevalleypark.com.au/
mailto:membershipiboc@gmail.com
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Monthly Sightings June 2026                                                                  Compiled by Darryl Goldrick 

SPECIES N0
 DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Tawny Frogmouth 1 04-06-26 Albion Park Backyard Rose Puckeridge 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 2 16-06-26 
Middle escarpment fire trail above 
Tarrawanna 

Rainforest Ken Brown 

White-faced Heron 2 25-06-26 Jamberoo Road Roadside Alan & Alan Cousins 

Australasian Gannet 1 08-06-26 Flagstaff Hill At Sea Joan Zealey 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 4 14-06-26 
Woodlands Creek, west of 
Cycleway, Thirroul 

Creekside trees with 
Casuarinas 

Ian McKinlay 

Kelp Gull 2 14-06-26 Thirroul Beach north Waters edge Ian McKinlay 

Kelp Gull 1 08-06-26 Flagstaff Hill At sea Joan Zealey 

Eastern Osprey 1 25-05-26 
top of Sewer ventilation pipe, 
McCauleys beach, Thirroul 

back of beach Ian McKinlay 

Eastern Osprey 1 03-06-26 Austinmer At Sea Terry Dawson 

Black-shouldered Kite 1 15-06-26 
Top of Sewer pumphouse 
ventilation pipe Tramway Creek, 
Bulli 

Above thick grassland Ian McKinlay 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 2 14-05-26 Over Thirroul Beach Flying north Ian McKinlay 

Whistling Kite 1 12-06-26 Kiama 
Overhead being 
bothered by a Raven 

Alan & Anne Cousins 

Whistling Kite 3 21-06-26 Kiama 
Beach o'head (caused 
Silver Gulls to panic) 

Alan & Anne Cousins 

Nankeen Kestrel 1 14-06-26 Bonaira Playing Fields Kiama Overhead Alan & Anne Cousins 

Peregrine Falcon 1 12-06-26 Kiama (Bonaira) O’head chasing pigeons Alan & Anne Cousins 

Buff-banded Rail 1 25-05-26 
Farraghers Creek lagoon, 
Woonona East 

Lagoon edge 
Ken Lieschke per Ian 
McKinlay 

Long-billed Corella 200+ 15-06-26 Lake Illawarra South Grassy Playing Field Darryl Goldrick 

Australian King-Parrot 3 24-06-26 
Lower Farmborough Road, 
Unanderra 

Quickly flew in and out 
of tall backyard tree 

Shane Spence 

Superb Lyrebird 2 19-06-26 Escarpment above Tarrawanna Rainforest Ken Brown 

Superb Fairy-wren 3 29-05-26 Thirroul Backyard Mike Morphett 

Large-billed Scrubwren 1 30-05-26 Lower Escarp. Firetrail, Thirroul Forest edge foliage Ian McKinlay 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 1 30-05-26 Lower Escarp. Firetrail, Thirroul Mixed forest Ian McKinlay 

Grey Butcherbird 1 13-06-26 Lake Illawarra South Residential Powerline Darryl Goldrick 

Welcome Swallow 12 14-06-26 Surf Beach Kiama Beach railings Alan & Anne Cousins 

Common Blackbird 1 08-06-26 Thirroul backyard Mike Morphett 

Common Blackbird 1 male 09-06-26 Lake Illawarra South Backyard Garden Darryl Goldrick 

Email all your bird sightings to Darryl Goldrick click here 

SOS TO MEMBERS 

The number of members posting sightings via the club website has significantly declined over the past 18 months to  

2 years to the point where the monthly newsletter sightings back page has almost become obsolete.  In former times 

it was one of the most popular pages of the newsletter.  The sightings link page on the website was especially created 

to make members reporting process simple and quick.  It was also structured so that when sightings were submitted, 

they immediately were transmitted to me for review and compilation. 

I am aware that the official club local outing/walk sightings, which are published in the newsletter, are principally and 

only submitted to the eBird database and not to the club database via myself as the Records Officer.  I would be pleased 

if future records could also be cc'd to me for inclusion into the IBOC database.  

I would like to sincerely thank the few members who have been posting their sightings via the website, as without them 

there would have been no back page long ago. 

I  therefore urge all club members  to make a greater use of the club website sightings link irrespective of whether or 

not you have been primarily reporting them to eBird or as additions to your own personal records. 

I look forward to your support.  

Darryl Goldrick, Records Officer 

 

Copyright 2026, all rights reserved.  While all due care has been taken to ensure that the content of this newsletter is accurate and current,  

there may be errors or omissions, and no legal responsibility is accepted for the information in this newsletter. 

This publication meets state and Commonwealth edeposit obligations.  National edeposit publications are discoverable through Trove. 

https://goo.gl/forms/yJ35aawT6b7oakeA2
https://trove.nla.gov.au/

