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PHEASANT COUCAL 
Scientific Name: Centropus phasianinus 

Bird family:  cuckoos 

Status: Least Concern (LC) 

Bird Overview: 
The Pheasant Coucal is a large, long-tailed, pheasant-like 

cuckoo that occurs in northern and eastern Australia, as 

well as southern New Guinea and Timor-Leste. Unlike 

most species of cuckoos, the Pheasant Coucal builds its 

own nest, a shallow platform of sticks and grass, into 

which it lays between two and five white eggs. The young 

coucals are fed by both sexes, but the male parent does 

most of the feeding, providing the nestlings with small 

vertebrates, such as frogs, grasshoppers and other 

insects. 

Identification: 
A large ‘pheasant-

like’, ground-

dwelling cuckoo, the 

Pheasant Coucal has 

a long tail and short 

rounded wings. In its 

breeding plumage, it 

has a black head, 

neck and underbody 

with the upperparts 

and wings reddish-

brown with black and 

cream barring, and the black tail is barred orange. Out of 

breeding, the head and back return to a reddish-chestnut 

colour and the underparts are cinnamon brown, with all 

streaked boldly white. The eye is red. Sexes are similar 

in plumage, but females are larger than males. Young 

birds look like paler, non-breeding adults with orange 

spots on the head, neck and upper body. When disturbed, 

coucals run rather than fly, or fly clumsily, plunging into 

cover. Unlike most other cuckoos, the Pheasant Coucal is 

not a nest parasite. 

Songs & Calls 
Deep, hollow ‘oop-oop-oop-oop’; also, a metallic tapping 

call. 

Location 
The Pheasant Coucal is found in northern and eastern 

Australia, as well as New Guinea and East Timor. It is 

found from the Pilbara, Western Australia, to south-

eastern New South Wales. In New South Wales it is 

mainly found east of the Great Dividing Range from the 

Queensland border to the southern Hunter region, with 

some around Sydney and further south to Illawarra. 

Behaviour 
The Pheasant Coucal is the only Australian cuckoo to build 

its own nest. It also lives and nests on the ground, unlike 

other cuckoos. 

Feeding 

The Pheasant Coucal feeds on the ground on large 

insects, frogs, lizards, eggs, young of birds, and 

sometimes small mammals. 

Breeding 
Pheasant Coucals form lasting pairs and, unlike other 

Australian cuckoos, build their own nests and raise their 

young themselves. The nest is usually hidden in thick 

grass or sugar cane or in weedy thickets and is a platform 

of sticks, grass or rushes, lined with leaves and grasses. 

The male usually incubates the eggs and feeds the young, 

with the female helping with feeding. More than one 

clutch can be laid in one season. 

 

Text courtesy: Pheasant Coucal - BirdLife Australia 
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Pied Cormorant 

 (Charles Dove) 
 

CLUB MEETING 

Monday 9th February 2026, commencing at 7.30pm 

Growing Illawarra Natives      Presentation by Dr Emma Rooksby 

Dr Emma Rooksby is an environmental educator, bush regenerator and horticulturist.  She is the chair of 

Landcare Illawarra and the co-founder and current coordinator of the Growing Illawarra Natives project, 

which encourages residents of the Illawarra region to appreciate, protect and grow plants indigenous to the 

region.  Her presentation will introduce the Growing Illawarra Natives project, and outline its current 

priorities and activities. 

Please bring a plate of goodies and a mug for supper after the meeting. 
 

EARLY MIDWEEK WALK & PICNIC 
Wednesday 4th February 2026, starts at 5pm 

Pelican Park & Picnic Island        Leader Peter Fackender 

Meet at Pelican Park, 100 Reddall Parade, Lake Illawarra.   
Google Maps  https://maps.app.goo.gl/YevXCUXCQx7sH9VH9  

Bring your binoculars, picnic dinner, chairs and camera.  

In the event of inclement weather telephone Peter: 0407 274 227 
 

MONTHLY OUTING 
Saturday 14th February 2026, starts at 9:30am 

Royal National Park, Audley          Link to carpark  https://maps.app.goo.gl/P6JLxkQcE2GKJSCPA 

Meet at 9.30 am in the main car park off Sir Bertram Stevens Drive on the southern side of the causeway.  

You can drive up through the National Park, but the quickest way is to take the Princes Motorway all the 

way past Engadine and turn right into Farnell Avenue at Loftus. Farnell Avenue becomes Audley Road and 

leads you directly down to the Audley Weir causeway over the Hacking River. Cross the causeway and enter 

the car park on your right. 

Bring morning tea and lunch.  We will probably walk south along Lady Carrington Drive and return to the 

picnic grounds near the car park for morning tea.  After morning tea, we may drive back over the causeway 

to the car park at the end of Riverside Drive.  We can walk along the track on the west side of the river and 

return to the cars and picnic area for lunch. 

In the event of inclement weather phone Ken on 0438 298 057 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Monday 20th April 2026 – The next Committee meeting will be held at Peter Fackender’s home, Albion 

Park Rail at 2pm. 
 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE is COB Wednesday 25th February 2026.  Please send contributions to 

newsletteriboc@gmail.com or Chris. Cartledge PO Box 8 Keiraville NSW 2500.  In your email, please 

include a caption for each picture submitted.  Feedback on the newsletter welcomed! 

Contributors this month: Jann & Ross Gowans, Pam Hazelwood, Ken & Sue Brown, Darryl Goldrick, 

Charles Dove, Mike Morphett and Anne Cousins.  

                                                                                                                  Thanks to all! – Editor 
 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/YevXCUXCQx7sH9VH9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/P6JLxkQcE2GKJSCPA
mailto:newsletteriboc@gmail.com
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REPORTS 

Christmas Picnic & Walk - Monday 8th Dec 

2025 

Integral Energy Park Report by Ken & Sue Brown 

We had a nice fine and warm afternoon for our usual 

pre-Christmas walk and picnic lunch at Integral 

Energy Park.  23 of us turned up and most headed 

off on an anti-clockwise walk around the mown 

jogging track.  It was a bit windy at the start and the 

birds we normally see were a bit harder to spot 

initially, though the wind dropped and we ended up 

with a good count of 42 species at the end.  The 

Dollarbirds were not in their usual spot on the wires 

at first, but we did see a few later in the circuit.  A 

Grey Goshawk flew over as we were approaching the 

first creek crossing and then a Fan-tailed Cuckoo was 

calling in the trees on the other side.  Along the other 

side of the creek there was a lot of cicada noise and 

many cicadas and empty shells were on the trees 

where we had seen them in previous years. 

Back at the shelter all the picnic goodies came out 

and some “fired up” the electric BBQ.  The nibbles, 

cakes and chocolates were shared around and there 

was much chat, bonhomie and relaxation before we 

farewelled each other with the season’s greetings 

and headed back to our busy lives building up to 

Christmas. 

Bird List for Integral Energy Park  

8th December 2025  23 Members  42 Species 

Spotted Dove Eastern Spinebill 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove Lewin's Honeyeater 
Crested Pigeon Noisy Miner 
Topknot Pigeon Little Wattlebird 
Channel-billed Cuckoo Red Wattlebird 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo White-browed Scrubwren 
Sahul Brush Cuckoo Yellow Thornbill 
Straw-necked Ibis Brown Thornbill 
Grey Goshawk Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Laughing Kookaburra Eastern Whipbird 
Dollarbird Grey Shrike-thrush 
Nankeen Kestrel Golden Whistler 
Galah Olive-backed Oriole 
Little Corella Grey Butcherbird 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Grey Fantail 
Australian King-Parrot Black-faced Monarch 
Eastern Rosella Magpie-lark 
Rainbow Lorikeet Eastern Yellow Robin 
Satin Bowerbird Red-whiskered Bulbul 
Variegated Fairywren Common Blackbird 
Superb Fairywren Mistletoebird 

eBird checklist number S294843982 

CLUB NEWS 

 

IBOC Library Closed 

Because of very low use, it was decided at the 2025 

AGM that the IBOC Library be closed and that at 

future meetings the books etc. be made available for 

members to take home and keep for personal use. 
 

eBird Recounted 2025 

Following each Club outing IBOC use eBird, an online 

international database,  to record our bird sightings.  

Data recorded includes location, date, time, and 

species as well as the number of observers.   

eBird Recounted is an annual report sent to the 

Club – read on.  

“Illawarra Bird Observers Club, in 2025, every 

checklist you shared became part of something 

bigger. 

Across continents and communities, your 

observations strengthened science, shaped the tools 

birders rely on, and supported conservation action. 

Together with birders around the world, you 

powered eBird, Merlin Bird ID, Birds of the World, 

and the work of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 

partner organizations, turning curiosity into 

knowledge and knowledge into impact. 

Let’s look back at your year in birding”. 

• 46 Complete Checklists 

• 190 Species 

• 6355 Birds Counted 

• 26 days with Checklists 

• 78.7 Hours Spent eBirding 

• Your Longest Streak: 7 days (March 22, 2025 

to March 28, 2025) 

• Your Biggest day by Checklists: October 27, 

2025 

• Your Biggest day by Species: October 28, 

2025 

• Top Counted Species: Silver Gull 

• You counted 885 individuals across all 

Checklists 

• Most Frequent Species: You observed 

Australian Magpie on 39 Checklists 

• Your Birding Bestie was Joan Zealey (The 

person you shared the most checklists with - 

30 total) 
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Vale Lindsay Edward Smith OAM 

22.04.1951 to 28.11.2025 

aka "Bush Rat" - "The Albatross Man" 

Lindsay passed away peacefully at Wollongong 

Hospital with Janice, his loving wife, by his side. 

Lindsay will be missed by many around the world. 

(From Wikipedia) 

Lindsay E. Smith OAM is an Australian naturalist, 

ornithologist and conservationist notable for his 

work towards the study and conservation of 

seabirds, especially albatrosses, along the Illawarra 

coast of New South Wales. 

Although much of his career has been as a fitter and 

turner, he was employed by the Australian Museum 

in 1987 as an ornithologist to work at the Elizabeth 

and Middleton Reefs in Australia's Coral Sea Islands 

Territory. 

In 1994 he was the founder, with Harry Battam, of 

the Southern Oceans Seabird Study Association 

(SOSSA), the inheritor of the long-term research 

work on albatrosses off the New South Wales coast 

begun by the New South Wales Albatross Study 

Group in 1956, and the longest continuous seabird 

study in the world. 

In 2004 he was awarded the Medal of the Order of 

Australia (OAM) for services to wildlife preservation 

through the Southern Oceans Seabird Study 

Association and in 2006 he was awarded the 

Serventy Conservation Medal by the Wildlife 

Preservation Society of Australia for outstanding 

wildlife conservation work involving seabirds. 
 

New shorebird directory released 

New shorebird directory released - BirdLife Australia 

BirdLife Australia 

has partnered with 

DCCEEW to launch 

the new, 

revised Directory 

of Important 

Migratory 

Shorebird Habitat, 

and a free, 

interactive spatial 

tool which allows 

you to explore the habitats across Australia that are 

considered to be of international and national 

importance.  Mapping of these important habitats for 

migratory shorebirds is critical, as it provides vital 

information which supports smarter planning and 

stronger conservation efforts. 

Updated information about the 37 migratory 

shorebird species in the East Asian–Australasian 

Flyway is now available. The new resources are: 

• population estimates for Australian migratory 

shorebirds 

• the Australian National Directory of 

Important Migratory Shorebird Habitat 

• a spatial tool to support the directory.  

Australia hosts millions of migratory shorebirds 

every year. Many species rely on Australia's wetlands 

during the non-breeding season to fuel their long 

journeys.  

This information is designed for governments, 

industry, NGOs and community stakeholders. 

More information about this project, the interactive 

spatial tool and the Australian National Directory of 

Important Migratory Shorebird Habitat can be 

downloaded from here:  

National Directory of Important Migratory Shorebird 

Habitat - DCCEEW 
 

Neighbouring Club’s Newsletter 

IBOC’s Records & Conservation Officer, Darryl 

Goldrick, points out a number of interesting articles 

in the January 2026 issue of Birdlife Shoalhaven 

Magazine concerning Ospreys, Leucistic Blackbirds, 

Little-Striated Heron naming and Little Terns in the 

Shoalhaven. You can read these articles here: 

blsnewsjanuary2026.pdf 
 

Anti-collision Bird Stickers 

Following Mike Morphett’s article in the last IBOC 

Newsletter titled “A different reaction to self-

reflection” it’s fortuitous that Birdlife Australia have 

recently added a product to their shop to protect 

birds from window strikes. 

Protect local wildlife with our anti-collision bird 

stickers, designed to reduce the risk of bird-window 

strikes. International research has found that UV 

markings on windows, spaced 5-10 cm apart, can 

reduce the likelihood of bird-window strikes. 

These stickers are almost invisible to humans but 

visible to birds. When placed on the outside of clear 

surfaces like windows or pool fences, they create an 

obstacle, helping them navigate safely. 

Each pack includes five 18×11 cm stickers and an 

informational card with installation and care 

instructions. Simple to apply and effective in 

reducing bird collisions! 

Anti-collision Bird Stickers - BirdLife Australia 

 

Bar-tailed Godwit (Charles Dove) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lindsay_Smith_(ornithologist)
https://birdlife.org.au/news/new-shorebird-directory-released/
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/publications/national-directory-important-migratory-shorebird-habitat
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/publications/national-directory-important-migratory-shorebird-habitat
http://www.birdlifeshoalhaven.org/magazines/blsnewsjanuary2026.pdf
https://birdlife.org.au/product/anti-collision-bird-stickers/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pardot&utm_campaign=EstoreXmasSale-25&utm_content=Text5
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Autumn Camp – Nelson Bay Area, 16-23 May 2026                           Lyndall Dawson 

Our next camp will be held around the Nelson Bay area in May this year.  We will be based at the  

Ingenia Holidays One Mile Beach campground at Anna Bay. 

The details are: 

Dates:  Check in Saturday 16 May, check out Saturday 23 May 2025.  But you can stay longer 

             or shorter if you wish. 

Park Name:  Ingenia Holidays One Mile Beach 

Address:  426 Gan Gan Rd, One Mile (Anna Bay) NSW 2316   Google Maps  

Phone:  4982 1112 

Web site:  Ingenia Holidays One Mile Beach 

The park has powered van sites and 14 powered ensuite sites as well as family cabins and many cabins 

that sleep 2-6 people.  The park will tentatively hold a total of 10 budget and standard cabins for IBOC 

until at least Easter (2-6 April).  This is a very popular area so it is recommended that you BOOK AS 

EARLY AS POSSIBLE.  

When you book, tell them you are from the Illawarra Bird Observers Club and quote the booking 

number #116096.  After you book, please send me an email at lynfount40@gmail.com and tell me 

what dates and accommodation you have booked. 

If you are familiar with the region and would like to help by suggesting activities and helping to 

organise the daily programme for the camp, please contact me by email or phone 0408 603 259. 

 

Gratias Robinia                      Mike Morphet 

January 29: An immature 

white-headed pigeon in my 

backyard Robinia that over 

many years has served as a 

landing platform for a 

variety of birdlife, enabling 

me to study the plumage 

and behaviour of each 

individual closely from my 

verandah chair, thus 

bringing me much 

enjoyment and comfort; 

increasing my bird 

knowledge; and providing 

me with much photographic material. 

Where else would I have 

been able to capture this 

resting topknot pigeon 

(an otherwise high-flyer) 

some time back?  I'd be 

doing this bird a 

disservice by suggesting 

it be renamed Trump 

Pigeon. 

Q & A (SMH Crossword 1 Nov 25) 

What is the collective noun for a flock of Quail 

(4 letters).    Answer back page. 

 

Coonawarra 

                    By Barry Hill from ‘Lines for Birds’ 

Sleeping by Swan Bay, a stone's throw from the 

edge- 

salt in the nostrils, the breath brackish after 

lovemaking 

you can hear the birds settling disagreements 

   to grazing rights over sea grass. 

 

You can feel them stir before insinuating 

their necks in under wings- 

   hulls out there in the dark. 

 

The first people, in their pre-dawn raids 

must have known the spots to tackle them. 

Some could not eat this totem. 

Others would have climbed the hill 

   had embers ready in our sandy soil. 

 

And they might have plucked the fat black bird 

speaking the soothing vowels of its name- 

lips to beaks, clearing the gullet 

   sucking it out with the skills of Leda. 

 

White-headed Pigeon 
(Mike Morphett) 

Topknot Pigeon 
 (Mike Morphett) 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/7wJJ93FaEfbzPAfj6
https://www.big4.com.au/caravan-parks/nsw/north-coast/ingenia-holidays-one-mile-beach?utm_medium=search_cpc&utm_source=google_lnk_brand&utm_campaign=gobig2023_all_pmax&cq_src=google_ads&cq_cmp=19781971092&cq_con=&cq_term=&cq_med=&cq_plac=&cq_net=x&cq_pos=&cq_plt=gp&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19789947581&gbraid=0AAAAAD3R3MZnhAY_U2OAiL6mP7-kGhrKO&gclid=Cj0KCQiAhOfLBhCCARIsAJPiopNFbS5pNf8x8EeXHQcl4z-41ebZFV9jAczWFbjPb_3kMiW_uKTYsNAaAi3AEALw_wcB
mailto:lynfount40@gmail.com
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Annual membership fees are due 1st January each year and it’s time to renew for 2026.  

Fees remain unchanged at: Single: $40 and Family: $50. 

 

If you want to receive a posted newsletter there is an additional $30 fee to cover the cost of 

printing and postage.  Alternatively, you can switch to receiving the newsletter by email.  

 

Renewing members do not need to use a Membership Application/Renewal Form if there has been no 

change to your details in the past 12 months.  

 

If  you are coming to a meeting, you can hand your payment to the Treasurer.  Otherwise, you can 

make the payment electronically using EFT (preferred), or post a cheque to IBOC PO Box 8 Keiraville 

2500. 

 

Make your EFT payment to:  

     BSB:  641800 

     Account no:  200613494 

     Account name:  Illawarra Birds Observers’ Club Inc 

     Payment Reference: Your name or a code number (of your making) if not able to 

                                      enter your name. 

 

After your EFT payment please send an email to membershipiboc@gmail.com advising your name (or 

code number), amount paid and the payment date. 

 

If you have a change of details, hand your completed Membership Application/Renewal Form to the 

Treasurer, attach it to your post-payment email or post it to the address shown on the form. 

 

Membership queries:  Send an email to membership@iboc.org.au  if you have any questions about 

your membership status.  

 

LINKS TO ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Rare condition puts Tweety the yellow-tailed black cockatoo at risk of bird collectors 

Tweety, a yellow-tailed black cockatoo, was born with leucism, a rare genetic mutation that affects the 

pigmentation of the birds' feathers, causing them to turn completely yellow. Read the full story 

Australia’s koala paradox: why is the beloved marsupial endangered in parts but overabundant 

in others? 

There are so many koalas in some places that food is the issue – while elsewhere populations are 

threatened by habitat loss. And there are no easy fixes.  Read the full story 

Kangaroos’ giant ancestor probably able to hop despite 250kg weight, scientists say 

Research for first time suggests tendon and bones in heavier species would have made bounding possible. 

Read the full story 

Scientists, landowners working on Tasmania's Bruny Island to help forty-spotted pardalote 

species 

The forty-spotted pardalote is endemic to Tasmania, but its numbers have dwindled to about 1,000.  

Habitat loss and a native parasitic fly are the two main threats to the species.  Read the full story 

Researchers help endangered birds to ‘self-fumigate’ their nests 

Parasites are taking a heavy toll on the chicks of Tasmania’s endangered forty-spotted pardalote, but with 

a helping hand from science these tiny birds can ‘fumigate’ their own nests.  Read the full story 

Australia’s new nature laws: Are birds better off?  

BirdLife Australia welcomes some big changes to Australia’s national nature laws, but gaps remain in the 

legislation.  Read the full story 

https://www.iboc.com.au/uploads/7/2/5/8/72581007/iboc_mem_fill_11nov24.pdf
mailto:membershipiboc@gmail.com
https://www.iboc.com.au/uploads/7/2/5/8/72581007/iboc_mem_fill_11nov24.pdf
mailto:membership@iboc.org.au
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-07-30/tasmania-tweety-yellow-black-cockatoo-leucism-bonorong/104156540?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=other
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/19/australias-koala-paradox-why-is-the-beloved-marsupial-endangered-in-parts-but-overabundant-in-others?utm_term=696d3e62765d4f068e14d3fcdac348e8&utm_campaign=MorningMailAUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=morningmailau_email
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jan/22/giant-kangaroo-ancestor-hop-250kg-weight?utm_term=69727eace3ee6d8739768fd68986b1c7&utm_campaign=MorningMailAUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=morningmailau_email
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-01-04/forty-spotted-pardalote-bruny-island-endangered-species/106176110?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=other
https://www.nespthreatenedspecies.edu.au/news-and-media/media-releases/researchers-help-endangered-birds-to-self-fumigate-their-nests#:~:text=%E2%80%9CManually%20spraying%20pardalote%20nests%20with,survival%20of%20forty%2Dspotted%20pardalotes.
https://birdlife.org.au/news/australias-new-nature-laws-are-birds-better-off/
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Scientists warn deadly bird flu outbreak about to become reality for Australia 

The Isle of May is the epicentre of a deadly outbreak of the H5N1 bird flu strain which has spread 

throughout the globe. Scientists are warning Australia could be next.  Read the full story 

‘It was like a dream’: How Australia’s rarest bird of prey was found in WA’s north 

The hunt for Australia’s rarest bird of prey, the red goshawk, has delivered an early Christmas gift.  Just 

when it was feared that these superbly patterned raptors were disappearing from Australian landscapes, 

they’ve been spotted thriving in the remotest parts of the Kimberley, in WA’s north-west.  Read the full 

story 

Monthly Sightings December/January 2026                    Compiled by Darryl Goldrick 

SPECIES N0
 DATE LOCATION HABITAT OBSERVER 

Nankeen Kestrel 1 28-11-25 Bonaira Street Kiama Overhead Anne Cousins 

Australian Pipit 1 27-11-25 Bonaira Street Kiama Roadside Alan Cousins 

Brown Thornbill 2 05-12-25 Thirroul Shrub inside garden Mike Morphett 

Southern Boobook 1 05-12-25 Thirroul 0315 hrs Tea-tree beside bedroom window Mike Morphett 

Crested Pigeon 1 10-12-25 Coast Street, Thirroul Eucalypt canopy Mike Morphett 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 2 12-12-25 Towradgi Creek lagoon Casuarinas beside lagoon Ken Brown 

Superb Lyrebird 
1 calling 

past 3 days 
17-12-25 SE Excelsior Thirroul Flanagans Creek gully Mike Morphett 

Royal Spoonbill 1 21-12-25 
Beside Towradgi Creek west of the 
highway 

Riparian corridor behind houses Sue & Ken Brown 

Yellow-tail Black-Cockatoo 2 22-12-26 
Lower Farmborough Road near 
Kotara 

Perched in Banksia and on wires Shane Spence 

White-headed Pigeon 2 22-12-25 Thirroul Backyard Jacaranda Tree Mike Morphett 

Wonga Pigeon 2 31-12-25 Thirroul Backyard Mike Morphett 

Pied Oystercatcher 3 30-12-25 Wyjuck Bay-Boonerah Point Low tide, rocky shoreline Darryl Goldrick 

Royal Spoonbill 1 30-12-25 Wyjuck Bay-Boonerah Point Low tide -mud flats Darry Goldrick 

Galah 3 30-01-26 Boonerah Point Casuarinas Darryl Goldrick 

Crested Pigeon 3 30-01-26 Boonerah Point Powerline- roosting Darryl Goldrick 

Rufous Fantail 1 02-01-26 Tarrawanna lower escarpment Woodland Ken Brown 

White-headed Pigeon 1 immature 06-01-26 Thirroul backyard Robinia Mike Morphett 

Eastern Osprey 1 08-01-26 Albion Park Rail Urban Peter Fackender 

Sacred Kingfisher 1 13-01-26 Albion Park Rail Urban Peter Fackender 

Black-shouldered Kite 1 15-01-26 Albion Park Rail Urban Peter Fackender 

Powerful Owl 1 15-01-26 
Lower escarpment above 
Tarrawanna 

Rainforest Ken Brown 

Eastern Koel 1 female 12-01-26 Lake Illawarra South 
Yard - eating Bangalow Palm 
berries 

Darryl Goldrick 

Black Swans Numerous 29-01-26 
Lower Farmborough Road, 
Unanderra. 

Calling in flight at night / early 
morning. 

Shane SPENCE 

Satin Bowerbird 
1 male in 
eclipse 

23-12-26 Thirroul Backyard Mike Morphett 

White-browed Scrubwren 2 23-01-26 Thirroul Beside backyard aviary Mike Morphett 

Grey Butcherbird 1 21-01-26 LakeI Illawarra South Powerline Darryl Goldrick 

Crested Pigeon 3 21-01-26 Lake Illawarra South Powerline Darryl Goldrick 

Black Swan 150 14-01-26 Wyjuck Bay Grazing Seagrass Beds at high tide Darryl Goldrick 

Red-whiskered Bulbul 3 26-01-26 Lake Illawarra South Front yard powerline Darryl Goldrick 

House Sparrow 10 19-01-26 Lake Illawarra South 
Front yard-regular over past 3 
months 

Darryl Goldrick 

Common Myna  2 27-12-26 Thirroul 1st sighting since 2018/19 Backyard Robinia Mike Morphett 

Email all your bird sightings to Darryl Goldrick click here 

Q & A Answer: Bevy 
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