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CLUB MEETING Monday 9th February 2009 - 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall - Speaker
Peter Fackender “From The Top end to Gluepot.” Peter is a classy photographer. So come along, join the
gang, and bring some supper and your cup please.
MID-WEEK WALK Wednesday 4th Febrary, 2009 at 5.00 pm Windang. Meet under the pine trees trees
on the north side of Windang Estuary, east of the bridge. Bring along a picnic supper for after the walk. At
Windang take Acacia St east off Windang Rd, then take second right (south), Waratah St. Ahead of you should
be the combined entrance to Windang Caravan Park & Windang Surf Club. Follow the arrow towards the surf
club and meet at the eastern end of the Norfolk Island Pines.
MONTHLY OUTING: Saturday 14th February 2009 Bangalee Reserve North Nowra

Leader: Betty
Hudson. From the north take the Princes Hwy to Bomaderry. Turn right into Illaroo Road, at the traffic lights
just before the Shoalhaven Bridge. At the roundabout, veer right. Proceed for approx another 5km. passing
Hockey’s Lane and the Winery on your right, before turning into Koloona Drive. (the street sign is on the light
pole on the right hand side of Illaroo Rd and also has a small bright blue sign.) Meet here at 8.00am, when we
will travel a further 3.5km to the reserve. There is a wide variety of habitat, some historic ruins and good views
of the river. Many interesting birds have been recorded here. Bring your sunscreen and insect repellent. We will
carry morning tea, but will be returning to the cars for lunch. We will finish after lunch. A 6km walk with
varying grades from grassy flat tracks to short rocky scrambles. Members can do parts of the walk, with the
easier portion being the early stages from the carpark. Phone Betty on 42 360 307 or mobile 0432 892 945.
Remember mobiles do not always have reception at the places we meet or walk

MARCH 2009 NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Thursday 19th
February 2009. Please don’t leave your contributions to the last minute! Submit them by email to the editor:
cashman5@bigpond.com. or post them to 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: The new charges for Club membership are Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10. Please pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.
Note. Unless you have already settled with Bronwyn, your subs are now overdue!!!
IBOC INSURANCE Club members are now insured with BOCA. BOCA require that we read , mark, and
inwardly digest their two pages in this Newsletter, pages 5 and 6 Thank you!

Customers Please! Customers are required for bus trip to Featherdale Park, the Monthly Outing on
Saturday 16th May. About two dozen members have indicated that they would like to be driven to and from
Featherdale at Doonside by bus. Another 10 or so customers would make the bus trip financially viable (about
$20 pp) If you are interested, but haven’t yet registered, please phone Neil Wheway on 4261 3230 pronto!

Welcome to new member Gloria Stephens. Nice to have you join us. Gloria’s husband, David, is already a
member and they both participated in, and enjoyed the Wallaga Lake camp last year. In turn David was
introduced to the club by their son, who now lives further north. Gloria and David live at Ulladulla and are
probably our most southern members

Brochure Penny Potter reported she is making good progress with the Illawarra Birding Brochure. The text
is almost finalised, a map is being drawn and photos are being collected. The current draft has been sent out for
review and will soon be passed on for layout design and then printing.
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I.B.O.C. PROGRAMME 2009
Month

Action

Date

Speaker/Leader

Venue

February

Mid week outing

4.02.09

Betty Hudson

Lake Illawarra 5.00pm

Meeting
Outing
Meeting
Mid week walk

9.02.09
Sat 14.02.09
9.03.09
11.03.09

“Top End to Gluepot”
Bangalee Reserve Nth Nowra

Outing

Sunday
15.03.09

Peter Fackender
Betty Hudson
Kevin Mills
Nick & Daphne van
Oudtshoorn
Betty Hudson

No Meeting
Mid Week Walk
No Outing due to Camp
Autumn Camp
Meeting

Easter
15.04.09

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Forest Walk Madden Plains to Stanwell
Park

18-25.4.09
11.05.09

Ross & Jan Gowans
School Holidays
Betty Hudson
Bob Ashford

Wollongong Botanic Gardens
10-24.04.09
Lake Burrinjuck Leisure Resort

Mid week Walk

13.05.09

Alan Cousins

Darkes Forest

Outing
Meeting (nb this is Public
Holiday)
Mid Week Walk
Outing

Sat16.05.09
8.06.09

Neil Wheway
Terril Nordstrom

Featherdale Park

10.06.09
Sun 14.06.09

Lorraine Pincus
Betty Hudson

Killalea State Park
Seven Mile Beach N.P.

Meeting
Mid Week Walk

13.07.09
15.07.09

Members night
Wal Emery

Tarrawanna

Outing

School Holidays 1324.07.09
Roger Truscott

Bass Point

Meeting

Saturday
18.07.09
10.08.09

Mid Week Walk

12.08.09

Chris Brandis

TBA

Outing

Sun16.08.09

Betty Hudson

Stingray Swamp N R Penrose

Field Trip

Betty Hudson

Flinders Ranges

Meeting

20.08.11.09.09
14.09.09

Mid Week Walk

16.09.09

Alan Cousins

Mangerton Park

Outing

Sat. 19.09.09

Betty Hudson

Crookhaven Heads & Lake Wollumbula

Meeting
Mid Week Walk
Outing
(School Hols 5-16.10.09)

12.10.09
14.10.09
Sunday
18.10.09

Graham Barwell
Lorraine Pincus
Lorraine Pincus

Robertson Lookout
Mt Kembla Ring Track

Spring Camp

24-31.10.9

Betty Hudson

Barradine

Meeting / AGM

9.11.09

Ron Imisides

Mid Week Walk

11.11.09

Outing
Christmas Picnic
Christmas Meeting
School Holidays

Sat 14.11.09
Sat12.12.09
14.12.09

January 2010

Committee Meeting

18.01.2010

February 2010

Mid Week Walk

3.02.2010

February 2010

Meeting

8.02.2010
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Curramore Rd Jamberoo Property

Nick van Oudtshoorn

Betty Hudson

Towra Point N.R. Taren Pt

21.12.09 to

26.01.2010
Lake Illawarra
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HIGHLIGHTS OF A TRIP TO ‘THE ALICE’
These highlights will be few as birding was poor due
to drought conditions in the west! We were pleased
to see many emus including a Dad with sixteen
chicks crossing the road !
We spent some time around Cobar spotting the
Blue Bonnets and a not so Crimson Chat! I was
delighted to find a Chirruping Wedgebill on every
second tree near Broken Hill and one day when we
were out on the plains in this area my brother called
me to check out a Redthroat through the scope.
When I arrived the small bird had flown but a
beautiful Cinnamon Quail Thrush was strolling in
the sights allowing us time to have a really good
view! Though seen once before I was delighted to
see several Banded Lapwings in a field near
Peterborough in S.A. and further on at Port Augusta
a Banded Stilt!
After spending a little time at Woomera and Coober
Pedy, both interesting places, we continued on to
Erldunda where we stayed overnight at a cottage on
a cattle property. The owner said that all the birds
disappear during the drought and reappear after the
rains - "Where do they go" he asked! (They had
reduced their number of stock from seven to four
thousand at the time)
Following a few days around the "Rock" and
adjacent places of interest which were breathtaking
we spent a week in the Alice. Our first stop there
was the Olive Pink Gardens - I have always been
intrigued by the name and discovered that a lady by
that name had owned the land there ! On arrival we
were greeted by two Red-browed Pardalotes
followed by entertainment of three Western Bower
birds around a nicely constructed bower .We got
within a few feet of the latter to take photographs
which was quite exciting!

February 2009

Val Cooper
We made the trip to Kunoth Well but there was no
water and no birds and the same story elsewhere
near Alice ! However our visit to the Desert Park
was very rewarding. This is several kilometre from
the town where there are many diferent native trees,
shrubs, flowers, birds and some animals including
the Bilby and Mala. Of course, most of the creatures
are in enclosures but some of the aviaries are so full
of native shrubs, that the birds appear to be in
natural habitat. The "show" is great where birds
from the ''wild'' come in on cue for a handout' These
included a Black-breasted Buzzard which was left
an Emu egg. It promptly picked up a stone and
finally broke the egg for the reward inside !
On leaving the lovely town of Alice we headed
north to the Threeways looking in on the wonderful
Devils Marbles en route! I enjoyed seeing the
western towns of Queensland for the first time along
with the many flocks of Budgerigars: those great
flashes of green as they rapidly wheeled about us.
After four weeks we arrived back at my family's
home south of Gladstone on the Qld central coast
having covered over eight and an half thousand
kilometres: a lot of desert between waterholes, few
new birds but pleased to have seen this part of the
country and to arrive home safe and well.
PS. a local sighting - four Dollar Birds on a dead
tree near the picnic area of Lake Narrawallee
squabbling or courting : two going into a "roll" for
about twelve metres toward the ground while we
watched. When they left the tree two Rainbow
Lorikeets appeared out a hollow just a few feet
away so maybe they had taken up the Dollar Bird's
nesting sight ?

Alice Springs Desert Park
Mike Morrphet wrote appreciatively of their visit to the Alice Springs Desert Park in the October 2006 edition of
the IBOC News. Here are several aboriginal names of birds of woodlanlands and scrublands in the Uluru
National Park. Can you guess or work out what birds they might be in English? Tjintir-tjintirpa, Piyar-piyarpa,
Pititjaku-pititjaku, Kurparu, Kalaya, Kirkinpa. Can you match these birds with Willy Wagtail, Galah, Pied
Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Emu, and Brown Goshawk
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BIRD SCULPTURES
Just before Christmas a stunning presentation of
bird sculptures, made from recycled materials,
were on display at the ‘ng gallery’ in Chippendale.
The artist, Jane Gillings, sculptured numerous
birds from packing case tape, foam, pieces of
plastic and numerous other bits and pieces. Quite
extaordinary! Even though these ‘birds’ were not
cheap (Welcome Swallows $95 to a Barn Owl
$1200) they were so colourful and creative most
were snapped up quickly. Some of Jane’s birds
can be viewed on http//jane.gillings.com.au/

Alice Springs Desert Park Answers: Tjintirtjintirpa is Willy Wagtail, Piyar-piyarpa is Galah,
Pititjaku-pititjaku is Pied Butcherbird, Kurparu is
Australian Magpie, Kalaya is Emu, and Kirkinpa is
Brown Goshawk.

March BIGnet meeting

The biannual
meeting of the combined birding interest groups
will be held on March 21 – 23 at the Wetland
Centre in Newcastle with an Advocacy training

Committee News
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IBOC Committee..

Three small ideas
adopted concerning the Committee meeting, are
1.Moving the Committee meeting night to the
Monday night following the Club meeting ie 3rd
Monday of the month
2.Having a trial run at meeting at the same place
for three months
3.Reducing our feast of supper to a Clayton’s or
Weight-watchers supper

Little Terns Chris Brandis reported that
regretfully four Little Tern nests on a sand island at
the mouth of the Lake Illawarra estuary had been
wiped out. The destruction was caused by winds,
vandals, and then the very high king tides just after
Christmas.

Martin Cocker - President

Your new Committee held its first meeting
recently so I thought I would start off this regular
spot to keep you up to date on what is happening.
Can you remember who was voted in at the last
AGM? The Office Bearers are:
President-Martin Cocker
Vice-President-Lorraine Pincus
Treasurer-Bronwyn Wilson
Secretary-Betty Hudson
who are ably supported by Committee Members:
Penny Potter
Jill Molan
Tom Wylie
Anne Cousins
We are very fortunate to start the new year with a
completed activity plan for the next twelve months
so your Committee is already thinking about 2010!
In addition we will be discussing a number of
initiatives that have been proposed that include:
• Increasing the frequency of mid week
walks.
• Introducing a programme of weekend
Field Surveys/Counts
• Re-examining the Newsletter look and
style.
• Re-examining the role of the Committee
and finding a suitable meeting venue.
• Look for alternative Club meeting venue.
Good Birding!

session for those who are interested in progressing
conservation matters. As well other subjects such
as data bases, improvements in the function of
BIGnet will be discussed. Any one interested in
becoming involved in the birding bigger picture
can let me know on 4296 2837. Chris Brandis

Pursue grants for equipment, camping
equipment, binoculars, cameras, GPS,
presentation equipment, computers
• Introduce Beginners Walks
• Develop a programme of promotional
activities.
• Consider brochure distribution and
ongoing programme.
In addition the Committee is acutely aware that the
Club’s success is dependent upon a large number
of people who unselfishly give of their time and
expertise.
The Committee will be actively
discussing how all this talent can be used in the
most effective manner and how communication
between this group and the Committee can be
enhanced and maintained.
•

In discussing these and other issues the Committee
wishes to respond to the views of the members so
we are always anxious to receive input from you
about what the Club should be doing to enhance
the range of activities and services that we provide
to members and to raise the profile of IBOC and
Birding in the local community. I will undertake to
keep you informed about Committee developments
and matters through this Newsletter, your input and
comments are vital and always welcome.
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‘And now for something completely different!’
This is one of two Laughing Kookaburras that visit
the home of Chris and Marlene Brandis. They are

mostly white but do not have pink eyes, and
therefore are not true albinos, but their eyes
are pale as are their feet and beaks. They visit

Newsletters-Save Those Trees!!

Photo Chris Brandis

us from Blackbutt Reserve. I took the photo
with my el cheepo, do every thing compact
camera.

Martin Cocker

As you await and absorb the contents of this
Newsletter give a thought to the amount of
preparation, proof reading, printing, packaging and
postage that has to get it into your mail box. If a
carbon tax was levied to these activities the total
cost would be prohibitive! Also the Club’s
resources do not extend to regular colour editions
so you are often missing out on being able to fully
appreciate the photographic content.

Many of you have email facilities and I would
strongly urge you to accept delivery by this
method. Its quicker, far less expensive for your
Club, you will see it in colour and it is dial up
friendly being only 600kb. Please email Bronwyn
Wilson
on
Bronwyn.Wilson@SESIAHS.HEALTH.NSW.GOV.AU

to convert to this eco friendly method

Interesting and Unusual Sightings will appear in next month’s IBOC News
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Of Birds and Poems

John Douglas Pringle

The Scot, John Pringle, came to Australia, shortly after World War 11. Pringle was editor of the Sydney
Morning Herald, and later editor of the Canberra Times. This essay was published some 35 years ago, in his
book, On Second Thoughts, and records his astonishment at seeing the birds of Australia, which we so easily
take for granted .The previous section was in IBOC News of May 2008 Issue No 314
I mean to concentrate only on my special
favourites. But I cannot leave out all mention of
the lyrebird, perhaps the best known, and least seen
bird in Australia, whose display, when the cock
raises its lyre-shaped tail over its head, and its
marvelous powers of song and mimicry have made
it famous throughout the world.
When the lyrebird is not displaying it is a quiet
sober, pheasant-like bird which lives in the
undergrowth of the coastal ranges. But though shy
and secretive, it is not as rare as is supposed.
Shortly after I arrived in Australia I was taken to
see a lyrebird’s nest in French’s Forest, just above
the busy Roseville Bridge, near Sydney, by Alec
Chisholm, one of Australia’s most distinguished –
and kindest – ornithologists. The nest was just
beside a little creek overhung with bushes, and we
were able to hide quite easily and watch until the
hen returned to her nest. She immediately started

to clean the nest of the chick’s droppings which
she took and dropped into the creek. This
ingenious method makes it even more difficult for
predators – and ornithologists – to find their nests
as the droppings are washed downstream. On
another occasion I was boating with my wife and
children on the river on Sydney’s National Park,
just south of the city, when I noticed a lyrebird – a
cock this time – feeding on the bank. We allowed
the boat to drift in and sat watching it scratching
vigorously through some dead leaves a few yards
away while other boatloads of picnickers rowed
noisily by. The lyrebird hardly looked up.
But alas I have never seen the cock display. To do
that one must know their secret places and go at
dawn through the dew-soaked forest to watch
them. Is it just laziness that I have never gone or
can I steal Judith Wright’s excuse?

Over the west side of this mountain,
That’s lyrebird country.
I could go down there, they say, in the early morning.
And I’d see them, I’d hear them.
Ten years and I have never gone.
I’ll never go.
I’ll never see the lyrebirdsThe few, the shy, the fabulous,
The dying poets.
I should see them, if I lay there in the dew:
first a single movement
like a waterdrop falling, then stillness,
then a brown head, brown eyes,
a splendid bird, bearing
like a crest the symbol of his art,
the high symmetrical shape of the perfect lyre.
I should hear that master practising his art.
No, I have never gone.
Some things ought to be left secret, alone;
some things – birds like walking fables –
ought to inhabit nowhere but the reverence of the heart.

FOUR ILLAWARRA THORNBILLS
Jill Molan gave the Bird of the Month presentation
last November, talking about the identification of
four of the Thornbills that occur in the eastern part
of the Illawarra. These are the Brown Thornbill,
the Striated Thornbill, the Yellow (or Little)
Thornbill, and the Yellow-rumped Thornbill.
Page 9 of 10

Identification of all birds depends on a number of
features—field marks, call, behaviour and habitat.
This presentation concentrated specifically on field
marks only and leaves the remaining features to the
observer to note in the field.
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Jill outlined a simple system using three features for identifying these tricky Thornbills:
1. Breast markings – striated or plain.
2. Head markings – crown, face and eyebrow.
3. Eye colour – dark or pale.
(Jill’s presentation did not go into eye colour because of the limits of time. All four eastern Illawarra
Thornbills have dark eyes.)

1. Breast markings?

Yes – Striations

No – Plain

2. Head markings?

2. Head markings?

Minimal–no eyebrow,
plain crown & face
(forehead scalloping)

Yes–eyebrow,
crown and facial
striations present

Yes–striated face

Brown Thornbill

Striated Thornbill

Yellow Thornbill

Yes–spotted crown,
eyebrow, dark line
through eye

Yellow-rumped
Thornbill

The step-by-step process of Thornbill identification is outlined in the flow chart above.

-----------------------------------------------------------MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL – Due 1 Jan 2009
Please print this form, complete and post together with your cheque or Money Order to:
I.B.O.C. PO Box 56 FAIRY MEADOW NSW 2519
Title

Family Name

Telephone Number

[

Other Name

E-mail address

]

 I would like to save IBOC postage costs and the trees for the birds by having my
Newsletter delivered by e-mail
Enclosed is a cheque or Money Order for $35 $30 $10
Family Single Student
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Other amount $.................
TOTAL
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CLUB MEETING Monday 9th March - 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall Our evening will
commence with our usual member’s spot with Charlie Dove sharing his experiences and images of “The
Birds of Primbee”. Our main speaker is our valued member Kevin Mills who as an environmental
consultant has travelled widely and has a wealth of knowledge and experience. Kevin’s talk is “Petrels,
Plants and Pests - A History of Phillip Island, Norfolk Island Group”. So come along for this quality double
bill, join the gang and bring some supper and a cup please.

MID-WEEK WALK Wednesday 11th March, Jamberoo – Meet at 9am at Nick and Daphne van
Oudtshoorn’s home, 9 North Curramore Road, Jamberoo (02 4236 0571) Coming from the North, travel
down the freeway from Wollongong until the freeway ends and you see the sign pointing to Jamberoo.
Follow that road (Jamberoo Road) through Albion Park, pass the Jamberoo Recreation Park on the right,
then cross Turpentine Creek. When you see a sign saying Curramore turn right into Curramore Road. At
the first intersection turn right into North Curramore Road. Ours is the first property on the left, with a big
white gate and white picket fencing. The gatepost has the number 9. After turning into the
property the driveway splits - keep to the right-hand driveway and park on the turning circle near the house.
The drive from Wollongong to the property takes about 30 minutes.

MONTHLY OUTING :Sunday 15th March 2009 Illawarra Escarpment Walk, Maddens Plains to
Stanwell Park. Leader - Betty Hudson
Meet at the car park adjacent to the surf club in Beach Road, Stanwell Park, at 8.00am very sharp.
Travelling north on Lawrence Hargrave Drive take the right fork (the old Road) into the town and
immediately turn right into Lower Coast Road and then turn left into Beach Road
The walk will commence from Maddens Plains and finish at Stanwell Park unless the day is going to be
very hot when we will only walk the first section in the forest and return to Madden Plains. Depending on
the predicted weather we will either take all cars up to Maddens Plains and park by the transmitter towers or
leave enough cars in Stanwell Park to ferry the drivers back to Maddens Plains at the end of the walk.
We will carry morning tea and lunch. This is interesting full day walk through moist forest along the edge of
the escarpment, with some short, steep & rough sections. I aim to be back at the cars no later than 3.00pm.
Contact Betty Hudson on 4236 0307 or 0432 892 945.

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING Monday 16th March at 7.30pm at Loraine Pincus’s home,
20 Cottonwood Crescent, Figtree.(Phone 4225 9789)
The following motion was passed at the February committee meeting after much discussion and revising.
“Club Members are welcome to come to committee meetings if they have ideas or issues to raise, however,
they would be unable to participate in the formalities of the meeting”.

APRIL 2009 NEWSLETTER

Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Friday 20th March
2009. Please don’t leave your contributions to the last minute! Submit them by email to the editor:
cashman5@bigpond.com. or post them to 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10. Please
pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.
APRIL EVENTS
Due to Easter there will be no Club meeting in April, and because of the Camp later in the month there will be no
Monthly Outing in April too. However, there will be the Wednesday Walk in the Botanic Gardens on 15 April and
the Camp will be held from 18th to the 25th of April. See the Camp Notices for more information.
Page 2 of 8
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FROM the TOP END to “GLUEPOT”
If you missed Peter Fackender’s presentation
then you really missed a treat! Peter is a skilled
field ornithologist a gifted photographer and a
skilled sound recordist.
This powerful
combination has set a high benchmark for the
rest of the year’s speakers! Peter had carefully
prepared his presentation and structured it into
segments such as “Atherton to Cairns”, “Cape

Martin Cocker
York to Lawn Hill”, “Darwin to Kakadu” and
Gluepot Reserve.
The images and his
recordings were combined and provided a
wonderful insight into the birds of each region.
The images and recording of the Chiming
Wedgebill were wonderful.. Many thanks for
this wonderful evening, keep travelling and
please come again!

Bird of the Month – Spotted Crake by Gleniss Wellings
A few months ago, as reported, Kanahooka Point was visited by a pair of Spotted Crakes
a ‘Scarce and Nomadic’ bird in our regions. The bird was seen by a number of members but Gleniss’s
camera skills and patience were rewarded with some excellent images that were shared with us all.
Thank you Gleniss for an interesting and informative insight into this elusive species.
CASH PLEASE!
If you have booked into the bus for the trip to Featherdale Farm in May, but haven’t yet coughed up,
please ensure you bring your cash to the March meeting . Rumour has it that the bouncers are saying
‘Pay up your cash! or be coshed!!!’

LAKE”S ENTRANCE EVENING WALK
Well, after a long sabbatical from
meetings/outings I joined up with 28 club
members - many new faces from my perspective
- to kick off the 2009 birding year in the
customary manner with the twilight walk - high
tea at the Lake's entrance.
The birding component didn't reveal any
startling sightings as you can see from the list
but nonetheless this did not detract from the
very pleasant fellowship in the near perfect
weather conditions.
Lake Illawarra Walk - Bird Species Sighted
Spotted Dove
Double-banded Plover
Crested Pigeon
Masked Lapwing
Little Pied Cormorant
Bar-tailed Godwit
Little Black Cormorant
Red-necked Stint
Australian Pelican
Crested Tern
Eastern Great Egret
Silver Gull
White-faced Heron
Galah
Australian White Ibis
Superb Fairy-wren
Black-shouldered Kite
Little Wattlebird
Red-capped Plover
Red Wattlebird
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Darryl Goldrick
Tea was taken by most and the ensuing
conversations were congenial and very relaxed
as all expressed their anticipation for a
rewarding birding year.
It seemed that my long absence didn't go by
unnoticed and I was about to receive my
'penance' with Betty asking me to pen a few
lines for the newsletter. Be warned - if you are
going to be absent for a while - don't bump in to
Betty on your return - she'll make you pay
dearly.

New Holland Honeyeater
Australian Figbird
Australian Magpie
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie Lark
Silvereye
House Sparrow
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BANGALEE RESERVE

14/02/2009
Bangalee Reserve was private property, farms
for stock. The area has never been logged
which is obvious by the amount of beautiful old,
tall Spotty Gums, Flowering Eucalyptus,
Turpentine and other beautiful trees. The day
dawned with rain, but traveling south to Nowra
the weather improved a little. 15 eager members
met at Koloona Drive. The count started here
with Scarlet Honeyeaters, we drove the 3.5kms,
with Lyrebirds crossing our path, to the car park
and picnic areas which is on the banks of the
Shoalhaven River. A large cleared area with
tables surrounded by trees and shrubs and plenty
of birds. A male and female Common
Bronzewing paraded themselves for all to see
and photograph with ease. A Green Catbird was
observed feeding on berries before we started
the walk along a bush track. We hadn't walked
far when out came the raincoats,and we all took
cover under a huge old double trunk Bunya
Pine. While we were waiting for the rain to stop
we could hear numerous birds calling, and Tom
had a good view of a Rufous Fantail having a
bath by jumping on the branches and letting the
water fall on it. Rain stopped we decided to
continue and had a wonderful day.

Lorraine Pincus
Grey Fantail, Rufous Fantail, Bronzewing,
Lewin's Honeyeater, Eastern Yellow Robin,
Eastern Whipbird, Superb Lyrebird were all
plentiful in sight and sound. There were unusual
sightings of Weebill, Black-faced Monarch
immatures being fed by parent.
The Rufous Fantail were seen in pairs frequently
darting across our path, while Grey Fantails
were keeping company with almost all the bush
birds we saw.
The track continued on flat ground for about 5
kms, through rainforests. To the left of where
we walked were rocky limestone outcrops which
the track wound up and along the top
overlooking the track below and then back to the
picnic area for lunch. A few of the last
stragglers were lucky enough to view feathers
moving at the base of a Yellow-throated
Scrubwren’s old nest when out flew a Leaden
Flycatcher.
After lunch another short Forest walk through
rainforest, but no bird to be seen, so we thanked
Betty for a memorable walk.

Bangalee Reserve - Birds Species Sighted
Spotted Dove
Superb Fairy-Wren
Brown Cuckoo Dove
White-browed Scrubwren
Common Brozewing
Weebill
Little Pied Cormorant
Brown Gerygone
Striated Heron
Striated Thornbill
White-faced Heron
Yellow Thornbill
Masked Lapwing
Brown Thornbill
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Striated Pardalote
Galah
Eastern Spinebill
Rainbow Lorikeet
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Australian King Parrot
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Crimson Rosella
Red Wattlebird
Laughing Kookaburra
Scarlet Honeyeater
Sacred Kingfisher
New Holland Honeyeater
Dollarbird
White-naped Honeyeater
Superb Lyrebird
Noisy Friarbird
White-throated Treecreeper
Eastern Whipbird
Green Catbird
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
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Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Olive-backed Oriole
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Rufous Fantail
Grey Fantail
Australian Raven
Leaden Flycatcher
Black-faced Monarch
Magpie-Lark
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Common Blackbird
Common Mynah
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CAMP NOTICES
Autumn Camp 2009 Lake Burrinjuck Leisure Resort Yass NSW 18th to 25st April 2009.
The IBOC Autumn camp is to be at the Lake
we visit a village with a store every other day.
Burrinjuck Leisure Resort, 560 Woolgarlo Rd
We will be going into Yass at least once in the
Yass. Ph (02) 6227 7271. Only unpowered sites
week where there is a supermarket.
are still available. Alternative accommodation
may be available at the Royal Tara Motel in
Directions: To get to camp take the Hume
Binalong (20km) @ $96 per double per night or
Hwy south passing Goulburn and Yass. Approx
in Yass (30km) where there is a choice of 6
16km south of the Yass Service Centre take a
motels ranging from $68 to $110 per night.
left turn marked with a brown road sign to
As the only water is tank water, I suggest that
Burrinjuck Dam SRA or Burrinjuck Waters
we bring our own drinking water. Remember
State Park. Follow this road for approx 4km then
that the nights can be very cold as we are on the
turn left into Woolgarlo Rd a gravel road, and
edge of the mountains. As we are by the lake,
follow this to the caravan park.
Betty Hudson can be contacted on 4236 0307 or
insect repellent could also be useful.
There is a small store at the caravan park and at
mobile 0432 892 945.
the State Park, otherwise we will make sure that
Spring Camp 2009 Camp Cypress Baradine NSW 25st October to 1st November 2009.
The IBOC Spring camp is to be at Camp
is a BBQ available. There is a bistro style dining
Cypress, Lachlan St. Baradine, North Western
hall where the local ladies provide any meals
NSW, Ph (02) 6843 1035. Baradine is between
required. An evening meal will cost $12 -$25
660 and 700km from Wollongong depending on
depending on your choice. Cooked breakfasts
your route. You can travel via the Blue Mtns;
and packed lunches can also be arranged.
the Hunter Valley & Merriwa or Yass & Orange
I suggest that members wishing to book rooms
The camp has 4 Cabin blocks each with 4
get together and 4 couples book 1 entire cabin
rooms. Each room has 2 bunk beds or a double
block.
bed, it’s own ensuite & reverse cycle
The campsite has 20 powered sites and
airconditioning. Each cabin block has a common
unlimited unpowered sites, 2 toilet blocks and
room with a kitchenette containing a microwave,
laundry facilities.
kettle, toaster, bar fridge, china & cutlery. There
.
$60-65 per night for 2 people
Charges Individual Rooms
Powered sites
$20 per night per site
Unpowered sites
$15 per night per site
A 20% deposit will be required to confirm bookings
THE MANAGEMENT AT CAMP CYPRESS ARE HOLDING 8 ROOMS AND 10 POWERED
SITES for IBOC until 14th March 2009
You are advised to make your bookings with the
are 225 bird species on the Baradine bird list,
Resort as soon as possible, especially for the
many of which such as Spotted Bowerbird; Redcabin rooms and powered sites.
winged Parrot, Barking Owl; Chestnut-rumped
Once you have booked please let Betty know
Thornbill; Spiny-cheeked, Striped & Blue-faced
either by email or phone 4236 0307 detailing the
Honeyeaters; Yellow-throated Miner; are
accommodation you have booked.
common in this area but not in our area. A Birds
This is an outstanding birding area with the
Australia 3 day camp at Barradine of 21
potential for many new species for members.
members recorded 151 species!!
Birding in the Baradine area is centred on the
We will also include a trip to the Warrumbungle
Pilliga Forest which is Ironbark and Cypress
Mountains.
Pine with many drivable roads & tracks. There
Page 5 of 8
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BIRDING ABROAD Galapagos
Over the past few years David and Elizabeth
Winterbottom have been going overseas to look at
birds and other things. Here is a vignette from a
voyage in January 2009.
Snorkelling with penguins darting all round, some
within touching distance, was a whole new
experience in bird watching! Fantastic. They are
exquisite creatures and, like all those on the
Galapagos, totally unconcerned about people. In
fact, one had to be quite careful not to step on the
Marine Iguanas – and horrible beasts they are too,
when seen close up.
The flightless Cormorants may be streamlined in the
water but look really mangy hanging out their
stunted moth-eaten wings to dry when on land.
However, the Flamingos are as beautiful and
impressive as always, and added to the exotic
atmosphere of the place.
The only relatively
ordinary birds were the shorebirds – Whimbrel,
Turnstones, Sanderling, and Semipalmated Plovers
although the gorgeous American Oystercatchers
(with young) bucked the trend.
The much vaunted Darwinian Finches were a real
problem. Our National Park guides were well up in
natural history and geology but, lamentably, not
birdos. We think we positively identified ten out of
the fourteen species on the islands, but, gee, some
were hard to tell apart. We went there with the
impression of natural selection at work and the
differences being obvious. We were wrong. Only
the Warbler Finch is obviously different (it has a thin
beak), and the Mangrove Finch, which we did not
see, is almost extinct.

David Winterbottham
Wandering through the colonies of nesting Bluefooted and Nazca Boobies, Magnificent Frigatebirds
(with scarlet throats ballooning) and Waved
Albatrosses was something else again. The chicks
are so ugly and adults so glorious and graceful it is
quite amazing. At sea they were joined by Redbilled Tropicbirds, Galapagos Shearwaters, Brown
Noddys, Pelicans, Lava Gulls and three species of
Storm-Petrels - which also required close inspection
to distinguish.
Apart from the seabirds and finches, Mockingbirds
were common with each island seemingly having its
own species, the brilliant Yellow Warbler was
ubiquitous, as were Galapagos Hawks, Galapagos
Flycatchers and Galapagos Doves.
Wandering
Tattlers and the Galapagos and Great Blue Herons
were common on rocky shorelines.
The islands have been isolated for so long that nearly
all the birds seemed to be either endemics or
accidental! Anyway we saw heaps of new birds.
The Giant Tortoises are pretty incredible too, and
whilst wild, concentrate in places where people
organise ponds and other incentives. Tourism is big
business and the human population is exploding.
The government is hell bent on a huge increase in
mass tourism, rather than being selective and
sticking to eco-tourists.
It struck us that most
tourists were there so that they could tell friends
back home that is where they went, rather than for
the unique experience.
So go there if you can,
before it is swamped.
PS. The baby fur seals and sea lions are so cute it is
hard not to try and cuddle them.

TWITCHATHON
Alan Morris of Birds Australia has announced the
preliminary results of last years Twitchathon. The
winning team in the main race was the Hunter
‘Home Brewers’ who saw an incredible 237 species
in the 24 hours allowed. Second was another Hunter
club team, the ‘Menacing Monarchs,’ with 236
species seen, and third was a Birds Australia team,
the ‘Rampaging Raptors’ who recorded 226 species.
In the race the teams may travel anywhere to see
birds in the 24 hour period. Each species is to be
seen by two members of the team of three.
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Besides being extraordinarily eagle sighted the teams
show imagination and humour in selection of team
names, namely the Wacked-out Woodswallows, the
Dodgy Drongos, the Complete and Utter Bustards,
the Grey Toilet Thrushes, the Crested Shrike-Twits,
the Spineless Spinebills, the Wooden Spoonbills, the
Red-faced Parrots, the Lucky Bustards, Out for a
Lark and many others. A documentary of the
Twitchathon was made and shown on SBS some
time ago.
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REGENT HONEYEATERS
The first Capertee Valley tree planting for 2009 will be held on 2nd & 3rd of May. All volunteer tree planters
most welcome.
Tiffany Mason can be contacted about the weekend on 6332 7643 and
Tiffany.Mason@environment.nsw.gov.au Tiffany spoke about the planting for the Regent Honeyeaters to our
club in July last year.

MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS - FEBRUARY 2009
A lot of records to catch up with for this first report
of the year. I have started a new data base in honour
of 2009! I have also closed the books on 2008 but
will happily send this to anyone who would like to
sort and play with the numbers.
An interesting month this month with quite a few
surprises the Fork-tailed Swifts at Bass Point are a
rare sighting in our area, the Black Bittern is another
rarity, the record of the breeding Royal Spoonbills
on one of the Five Islands is probably the first
maritime breeding record, the Double-Banded Plover
is an early arrival for this regular winter visitor and
the breeding record for the Pied Butcher bird is the
culmination of previous irregular records from this
area. Perhaps the drought is impacting on the range
of this species. Another bird well “out of range” was
the Long-tailed Jaeger that was picked up in an
Species
Stubble Quail
Shelduck
Great
Crested
Grebe
Emerald Dove
Common
Bronzewing
White Throated
Needletail

No.
4
1

Date
01-Dec
16-Dec

1
1

02-Jan
05-Dec

several

14-Feb

20+

6-Dec

5+
20+

1-Dec
23-Jan

Black Bittern

2

10-Feb

Striated Heron
Square-tailed
Kite

1

14-Feb

1

04-Jan

1
1
1
1

Royal Spoonbill
Fork-tailed Swift

Black Kite
Brown Goshawk
Swamp Harrier
Swamp Harrier
Wedge-tailed
Eagle
Wedge-tailed
Eagle
Wedge-tailed

Compiled by Martin Cocker

exhausted state by WIRES personnel in Kangaroo
Valley.
On a much more modest level while walking the dog
the other morning I was transfixed by the sight of a
large bird of prey floating down the road towards me
at head height, it turned right at the intersection and
then left again before disappearing from view.
Swamp Harrier!
The local Common Myna
population watched all of this in stunned silence and
it was only as the bird disappeared from view that
they were able to collect their wits and shriek their
customary alarms. So you can never tell what will
turn up anywhere!
Many thanks for all your records, additional
contributors are Joan Zealey, Betty Hudson, Sylvia
Garlick and Ian McKinley

Location
Bellawongarah
Tallawarra Ash Ponds
Bundeena
Pondage,
Kangaroo Valley
Jerrara Dam
Bangalee
Reserve,
Nowra

Habitat
Forest/Paddock
Ponds

Observer
Bob Ashford
Chris Brandis

Lake
Bush

Bob Ashford
Chris Brandis

Bush

IBOC

Cambewarra Mountain
Five Islands Reserve
Nesting
Bass Point Quarry
Nowra Creek, Ben’s
Walk, Nowra
Bangalee
Reserve,
Nowra

Overhead
First
marine
breeding record
Overhead

Bob Ashford

21-Nov
06-Jan
04-Jan
18-Feb

Cudmirrah
Nowra Creek, Ben’s
Walk, Nowra
Kiama
Far Meadow, Berry
Kanahooka Point

2

06-Feb

2
2

28-Jan
00-Jan-

Riparian

Lindsay Smith
Charles Dove
Bob
Ashford,
Nigel Jackett

Bush

IBOC

Overhead

Kevin Mills

Overhead
Overhead
Rural
Sub Urban

via Alan Morris
Kevin Mills
Bob Ashford
Martin Cocker

Jamberoo

Overhead

Kevin Mills

Mittagong
Bellawongarah
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Overhead
Forest/Paddock

Lorraine Pincus
Bob Ashford
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Eagle
Hobby
Buff-banded Rail
Red-kneed
Dotterel
Grey-tailed
Tattler
Double-banded
Plover
Long-tailed
Jaeger
Weebill
Scarlet
Honeyeater
Logrunner

Pied Butcherbird
Spangled Drongo
Leaden
Flycatcher
Tawny Grassbird

March 2009
1
1

00
02-Feb
03-Feb

Heritage Park Primbee
Balgownie

Riparian
Garden

Charles Dove
Wal Emery

1

09-Feb

Greenwell Point

Shore

Nigel Jackett

11
1

09-Feb

Greenwell Point

Shore

Nigel Jackett

04-Feb

Windang Estuary

Terrill Nordstrom

1

15-Feb

Carla Jackett

1

14-Feb

Bush

IBOC

several
1
Breedin
g with
young
1

14-Feb
07-Dec

Kangaroo Valley
Bangalee
Reserve,
Nowra
Bangalee
Reserve,
Nowra
Bellawongarah

Shore
Storm
Driven.
Picked up by
WIRES

Bush
Forest/Paddock

IBOC
Bob Ashford

Dec-Jan
18-Jan

Garden
Woodland

John Blomstedt
Neil Wheway

1
1

14-Feb
11-Jan

Bush
Wetland

IBOC
Lorraine Pincus

Forbes
Valley,
Engadine Ridge
Duck Creek, Dapto
Bangalee
Reserve,
Nowra
Myimbar Wetlands

Please send in your sightings to cocker@speedlink.com.au and don’t forget that these lists are on our
website www.iboc.org.au

Sacred Kingfisher on a picnic table - Bangalee Photo: Betty Hudson
Richard Zann
Sadly among the 200 plus victims of last month’s devastating bushfires in Victoria was Dr Richard Zann, his
wife and a daughter. Dr Zann taught at Monash University and is the author of a monograph on Zebra Finches
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No CLUB MEETING in April due to the Easter holidays
WADER COUNT Sunday 5 April 2009 8.30 am Windang Surf Club Car Park
As the Club’s contribution to the “Shorebirds 2020” National Monitoring Scheme we have decided to
reserve the morning of the first Sunday in the month to this activity. Meet in the Car Park under the Pines.
Many people have expressed interest and you don’t have to be a “Gun” wader identifier to join in!

MID-WEEK WALK Wednesday 15th April, 2009—Wollongong Botanic Gardens. Leaders:
Ross and Jann Gowans. Meet at 9 am at the Murphys Ave. car park (near the duck pond). This should be a
leisurely stroll through the gardens taking in a variety of habitats. Please note that the rainforest tracks can
get a bit muddy if there has been heavy rain. Bring a morning tea to carry and insect repellent, if desired.

CLUB CAMP 18th -25th April 2009 At the Lake Burrenjuck Leisure Resort. For details
regarding the Camp see the March issue of the IBOC News.
There are still various types of accomodation available at the Lake Burrenjuck Leisure Camp for
any late starters. The phone number there is (02)6227 7271
FIELD TRIP Sunday 19th April, 2009 at 8.30am at Killalea State Recreation Area
A half day Field Trip for those who are not going on the Camp. Meet at the car park on the left just after the
entrance boom gate and we will take it from there!

No COMMITTEE MEETING in April, due to the Easter holidays and the Club Camp
MAY 2009 NEWSLETTER Penny Potter will be the Guest Editor for the May IBOC News. Many
thanks in advance Penny! Deadline for articles for the May IBOC News is Thursday 23rd April 2009. Don’t
leave your contributions to the last minute! Submit them by email to the editor pennyp@uow.edu.au or post
them to her at 1/23 Hopetoun Street, Woonona 2517

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10. Please
pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.
The Featherdale Trip in May
The Featherdale Outing will be on Saturday 16th May This will take the place of our monthly walk. The bus
is a 33 seater, and 31 seats are booked on it. It would be good to fill the other seats.
Pickup will be at Dapto Ribbonwood Centre at 7 15am and at Fairy Meadow Community Centre at 7 30am
Please be on time. Anyone having arrival problems on the day ring Neil on his mobile number 0409999394

APOLOGY A club member has pointed out a significant number of errors that have occurred in the
IBOC News. These errors particularly occurred in the March 09 News and also in several previous editions.
I apologise when I have misspelt members’ names or addresses, and I apologise to all readers for wrong
spelling and errors in bird nomenclature.
John Cashman

PRIMBEE to NORFOLK ISLAND
At our last meeting we again had a quality
programme for our members. Charles Dove is a
keen photographer and resident of Primbee who
spends many hours capturing images of the local
bird-life.
Charles expanded the members
contribution from “Bird of the Month” to “The
Birds of Primbee” and presented 160 images of
over 100 species from this area. Charles also
distributed a news sheet describing three walks in
the area that are productive birding locations.
Thank you Charles for an excellent presentation.
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Martin Cocker
Our guest speaker was member Dr. Kevin Mills
who presented details of an environmental study
he has conducted on the rehabilitation of the
environment in the Norfolk Island group. The title
of his presentation was “Petrels, Plants and Pests A History of Phillip Island, Norfolk Island Group,
South-West Pacific Ocean”.
Like many islands this location had been severely
damaged over the last 200 years by the
introduction of feral animals such as pigs, goats
and rabbits and the encroachment of introduced
weeds. The elimination of these and the
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management of the regrowth has seen a dramatic
improvement in the quantity and variety of sea
bird species using the island as a breeding
location. Kevin traced the history of the Norfolk
group, the original environment and its historical
degradation and the various management
techniques that have been adopted to try and

restore the island to its original condition. Kevin’s
presentation was supported by numerous images
of the island and its bird-life. The presentation
was concluded with a vote of thanks to Kevin
Mills delivered by member Darryl Goldrick.

Farewell Judith Parkinson
Barbara & Brian Hales
Sadly March 5th 2009 brought the passing of Judy Parkinson, one of IBOC’s larger than life
characters, after quite a period of illness. Judy had been a member of IBOC for countless years and
life was certainly never dull if you were in her company. She was a very knowledgeable and
friendly lady who was committed to the environment, the bush, the birds and people and she was
always willing to share her info with anyone willing to listen. When you saw a pair of deeply
tanned legs step out of a vehicle, at whatever meeting place you happened to be, you knew that at
some stage fun would be the order of the day as Judy also had an endless store of jokes and stories
to tell at morning tea and lunch stops. We will miss greatly Judy’s personality and participation in
our IBOC activities and Olive-backed Orioles will always bring her back to mind as that was the
last bird we shared together.
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Mid-Week Walk Curramore Road Jamberoo 11-03-09
Twenty-six members met at Nick and Daphne Van
Oudsthoorn’s beautiful home in Jamberoo. They had
organized for us to have a guided tour of one of their
neighbour’s properties.
There were plenty of birds to see and our total for the
morning reached over forty species. We enjoyed an
impromptu chorus from the resident Catbirds which
were difficult to find, not so a Brown Cuckoo-Dove
which sat and watched us walk by. The Black-Faced
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Michelle Rower

Monarch proved too elusive, calling many times but
not giving us the satisfaction of even a glimpse.
We had the pleasure of observing several members of
the parrot family, with both Crimson and Eastern
Rosellas, as well as King Parrots being seen. A stop
by the road at a large dam on the way back to Nick
and Daphne’s saw us add several water birds to the list
including three species of duck and some lovely
Australasian Grebes.
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Many of us enjoyed seeing a baby Water Dragon as
we ended the walk, as well as a busy Echidna in the
paddock back at Nick and Daphne’s. He had found
several ants nests and was literally ‘poking his nose
in’ and bringing it out covered in them.

Many thanks must go to Nick and Daphne and their
neighbours Barbara and Norman Hilliard for
extending their hospitality to our members and also
providing us with a refreshing drink at their home
once the walk had concluded. A huge vote of thanks
especially to Norman for interrupting his day to take
the time to show us around their property.

.

Bird Species Sighted
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Illawarra Escarpment Walk Sunday 15th March 2009

Betty Hudson

Nine early rising members met at Stanwell Park Surf Club
at 8am on a perfect morning. After checking the birds on
the lagoon we made a quick change of cars and drove to
the start of the track on Maddens Plains. The start of the
walk was through tall tea tree heath lining the path and
soaked in dew. Betty led and brushed the dew off, as well
as the leaf curl spider webs. Birds were heard calling but
few were sighted at this stage.
We soon reached the edge of the first cliff line where a
dark cool leafy path led down into rainforest dominated
by the huge rocks above us, where we had our first
sighting of the day of the Rufous Fantail. The path led up
from the rainforest up onto the edge of the escarpment and
into eucalyptus forest with a heath understory. Birds
became a little easier to find and identify. The forest had
made a remarkable recovery from the 2000 bush fires and
Gymea Lilies were seen in profusion although none were
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flowering. Stopping to try to find some small birds heard calling beside the track, Joan Zealey found a leach
climbing her socks-which was promptly removed and Betty had one removed from her heel. From then on
we kept a close watch on our feet, legs and the ground when we stopped. Several more were seen on the
path. After morning tea on the top of the escarpment we made a steep descent to a dry creek and then
climbed the small ridge to cross over into the Stoney Creek Valley. At this stage we could see Coalcliff Coke
works on the shore below us. The path was a little difficult to find as it crossed a fire trail and descended to
the creek. What looked to be a waterfall with a cairn sending you straight across turned out to be a pointer
directing walkers down the “waterfall” to a good wooden bridge spanning the creek, which certainly lived up
to its name of Stoney Creek.
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Continuing on we entered much moister forest
where scrubwrens were heard but not seen. Along
this part of the track were many toadstools. Some
orange red ones were up to 15cm across, and really
solid. Birds were plentiful but extremely hard to
see. A good sighting was again made of a Rufous
Fantail flitting along the path in the sunlight.
Lunch was had at the next creek crossing where
the water was running under the rocks and then
over a waterfall, a pleasant lunch time lullaby.
Flowering eucalypts attracted honeyeaters and
several species were seen feeding.
Reluctantly we dragged ourselves away and began
the climb up to the next ridge, the forest becoming
dryer as we climbed and birds fewer. Once we
were again on the top of the escarpment we walked
over large slabs of rock where the path was
indistinct and heathland predominated. Good
sightings were had of the Black-faced Cuckooshrike, and a Grey Butcherbird was heard calling.
As we reached the escarpment above Stanwell
Park we missed the track and had to scout around
to find the correct way. Once we passed through
the gap down, the vegetation change suddenly to
Bird List- 47 spieces
Crested Pigeon
Little Pied Cormorant
Australian Pelican
Whistling Kite
Brown Goshawk
Nankeen Kestrel
Dusky Moorhen
Masked Lapwing
Crested Tern
Silver Gull
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet
Crimson Rosella
Laughing Kookaburra
White-throated Treecreeper

rainforest with a fern understorey, but birds were
almost non existant. A sloping rock slab above a
large drop posed problems but soon all were over
with Tom’s able assistance and we kept heading
down. As we descended the forest became very
degraded and weedy, and finally petered out into
regenerating grazing land, where a boggy area
provided an intriguing sighting. A medium sized
bird flew up and skimmed low over the reeds and
disappeared into the lantana. At first glance it
looked somewhat like a Latham’s Snipe but these
don’t usually retreat into bushes. It was just
another unidentifiable bird.
We were surprised to find that the steps over the
railway had been replaced by a tunnel and that the
start of the track was almost unfindable from the
road. A long hot walk along the road returned us to
the carpark and our cars. Here Betty changed her
shoes to find the most enormous leech in one and
lots of blood. Neil gallantly rendered first aid, and
Tera took a photo of the leech. Betty then drove
the drivers of the cars left at the start back to
Maddens Plains. A long but rewarding day, with a
total of 47 species seen.

Superb Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin's Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Little Wattlebird
New Holland Honeyeater
Noisy Friarbird
Eastern Whipbird
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush

Grey Butcherbird
Pied Currawong
Rufous Fantail
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Satin Flycatcher
Magpie-Lark
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Fairy Martin
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Common Mynah
Red-browed Finch
House Sparrow

UPCOMING COURSES AT THE BIRDS AUSTRALIA DISCOVERY CENTRE
Course No. 1: Discovering Seabirds
Presented by Lindsay Smith OAM at Sydney Olympic Park Saturday April 18th 2009
Commencing at 9.30 am and finishing around 4.00 pm
There are about 100 species of seabirds recorded from Australian waters and we have a higher percentage of
seabird species than any other continent. But how many do you know? Discovering Seabirds will appeal to
those who are new to seabirds as well as those more experienced who would like to expand their existing
knowledge. Whether you would like to identify seabirds from the shore or be involved in future pelagic
trips then this course has something for you.
This course is classroom based and will include discussion of the following:
• An overview of identification of the following families: Albatross, Giant Petrel, Fulmar, Gadfly
Petrel, Prion, Jaeger, Skua, Gull and Tern, Storm-petrel.
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Seabird habitat, migration, threats and conservation.
Many mounted seabirds will be on display to assist your learning.

Lindsay Smith OAM has over 30 years experience working with seabirds and is the president of SOSSA
(Southern Oceans Seabird Study Association inc.). SOSSA runs pelagic (seabird) boat trips from
Wollongong on the 4th Saturday of every month. http://www.sossa-international.org/
Cost: $59 for Birds Australia members and $69 for non-members. For a registration form or to enquire about
this course, please email basna@birdsaustralia.com.au or call Pixie on 02 9647 1033
What to bring: Notebook and pen, lunch and snacks.
Morning tea and afternoon tea will be provided.
For Course No 2. See below
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Getting Ready for the Birdie Black and White Ball

Two months ago IBOC News showed an
unusual white Laughing Kookaburra that had
visiteded Chris and Marlene Brandis’ place.
Darryl Goldrick has now brought a picture of a
black Pelican that was featured some time ago
in the Mercury.(2 Jan 09) The Pelican was
phographed at the East Maitland Tip. At first it
was thought to be the victim of an oil-spill, but
it has been photographed flying and it mixes
happily with other normal coloured Pelicans. In
the USA, according to the flickr.com site
“stories of this faithful bird, the black pelican,
live on around the outer banks of the US
shore…Ancient legend of the black pelican
extend back to the Middle Ages when the
pelican was regarded as a symbol of love,
charity and sacrifice.”
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BASNA Course No. 2: Beyond Bird Watching
Presented by Chris Lloyd at Sydney Olympic Park Saturday May 16th 2009
Commencing at 8.30 for a 9.00am start until 4.30pm
Why do birds stand on one leg? Why do many birders enjoy taking measurements of birds? Are they bird
brained or just misunderstood? Beyond Bird Watching aims to answer such questions by looking at some of
the physiological and behavioural characteristics of selected bird species.
This workshop is aimed at bird watchers who want to enhance their understanding of what lies on the other
side of their binoculars. It also introduces some of the field skills that may encourage participants to become
more involved in volunteer fieldwork and/or further training in this area. If you would like to explore new
ways of getting involved in birding, or just want to learn more about birds then this workshop will benefit
both experienced and novice birders.
The workshop uses a combination of presentations and practical exercises involving bird specimens to:
• Introduce people to ideas, which may enhance their bird observation and involvement in field studies
• Provide a basic understanding of how different birds’ bodies function and how this aids
identification and field work with different species
• Outline morphology (a birds form as against function) and morphometrics (the measurement of its
features) as both an identification tool and as data collection
• Introduce some of the ornithological methods that underpin work such as banding and behavioural
observations
Chris Lloyd has extensive experience in rearing wild birds for release both here and overseas. He is a
committee member of the Australian Bird Study Association and Southern Ocean Seabird Study Association
and continues to undertake post-graduate study and field work in ornithology. Chris has spent two decades in
adult education in Australia, Africa and New Zealand and most recently as a professional training officer for
the wildlife rehabilitation organisation, WIRES.
What to bring:
Notebook and pen, lunch and snacks.
Morning and afternoon tea will be provided
Cost: $59 for Birds Australia members and $69 for non-members.
For a registration form or to enquire about the course, please email basna@birdsaustralia.com.au or call Pixie
on 02 9647 1033.

Of Gentle Nature..
Wolfgang of the Albion Park Yoga Centre made a request to the club. Could our club supply a bird watcher,
preferably of ‘gentle nature’ and possibly interested in yoga, to sit in the bush with their club and identify the
birds they saw and heard ? It is pleasing to note that Mike Morphet has volunteered

MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS – MARCH
A fantastic number of records this month,
thankyou! The fine weather has attracted many of
you into the field at this busy time of the year as
the migrants, this seasons juveniles are all on the
move. The Chestnut-rumped Heathwren is a
rarity, good to see the sightings of the Logrunner
SPECIES

Compiled by Martin Cocker
and the Owlet-nightjar is probably a much
unreported species. Other records were sent in by
Bill Zealey, Dave Thomson, Glenniss Wellings,
Jill Molan, Terrill Nordstrom, Joan Zealey and
Martin and Penny Potter.

No.

DATE

LOCATION

HABITAT

Brush-turkey

1

01-Dec

Meroo Meadow-Cambewarra
Lookout

First sighting in this
area for many years

via Bob Ashford

Common Bronzewing

1

15-Mar

Morton National Park

Forest

Nigel Jackett

Common Bronzewing

1

14-Mar

Bargo River, Tahmoor

Riparian

Bob Ashford

Brush Bronzewing

1

15-Mar

Morton National Park

Forest

Nigel Jackett

Peaceful Dove

4

14-Mar

Bargo River, Tahmoor

Riparian

Bob Ashford
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Peaceful Dove

3

14-Mar

Bargo River, Tahmoor

Riparian

Peaceful Dove

4

15-Mar

Carters Creek, Bargo area

Woodland

Bob Ashford
Graham Barwell

Tawny Frogmouth

1

Nigel Jackett

2

Burrier
Illawarra Sports High School
Grounds

Bush

Tawny Frogmouth

14-Mar
Regular
in Feb.

Sub Urban

Michelle Rower

Owlet-nightjar

2

14-Mar

Black-browed Albatross

1

6-Mar

Rock Warbler

2

10-Feb

Burrier

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Off Shore from Bellambi

Pelagic

Tom Wiley

Ben's Walk Nowra

Rural

Bob Ashford

Black Petrel

1

24 Jan.

Pacific Ocean off Wollongong

Pelagic

Graham Barwell

Streaked Shearwater

1

24 Jan.

Pacific Ocean off Wollongong

Pelagic

Graham Barwell

Streaked Shearwater

2

28 Feb.

Pacific Ocean off Wollongong

Pelagic

Graham Barwell

Little Lake
Tallawarra Power Station

Estuarine
Waterway

Michelle Rower
Darryl Goldrick
Kevin Mills

Striated Heron
Striated Heron

1

21-Feb

Eastern Reef Egret

1A 1J
2

08-Mar
04-Oct

Berrara

Rock platform

Eastern Reef Egret

1

29-Dec

Berrara

Beach

Kevin Mills

Nankeen Night Heron

1

21-Feb

Little
Club

Lake-Warilla

Eastern Osprey
Square-tailed Kite

1
1

11-Mar
04-Jan

Tallawarra Ash Ponds
Cudmirrah

Square-tailed Kite

1

01-Mar

Bowls
Roosting

TerryEdwell/Michelle
Rower

Overhead
Overhead

Chris Brandis
Kevin Mills

Urban

Nigel Jackett

Square-tailed Kite

1

10-Mar

Nowra
Comerong
Reserve

Forest

Nigel Jackett

Square-tailed Kite

1

11-Mar

Nowra

Overhead

Nigel Jackett

Square-tailed Kite

1

17-Mar

Nowra

Overhead

Eastern Osprey

1

4-Mar

Shoalhaven Bridge, Nowra

Riparian

Nigel Jackett
Jill Molan /
Nordstrom

Pacific Baza

2A2J

15-Jan

Bulli

Rainforest

Roger Truscott

Pacific Baza

4

18 Jan.

Graham Barwell

Pacific Baza

1

1-Mar

Whistling Kite

1

Whistling Kite

Island

Nature

Bulli

Forest

Kangaroo Valley--Home

Rural

Nigel Jackett

05-Feb

Nowra

Urban

Bob Ashford

1

03-Mar

Overhead

Lorraine Pincus

Whistling Kite

2

22 Feb.

Figtree
Macquarie Rivulet, Alb. Pk
Rail

Riparian

Graham Barwell

Brown Goshawk

1

18-Jan

Berry

Rural

Bob Ashford

Brown Goshawk

1

24-Jan

Spring Creek Reserve Kiama

Rural

Bob Ashford

Brown Goshawk
Brown Goshawk

1
1

10-Feb
06-Jan

Ben's Walk Nowra
Kiama (west)

Rural
Overhead

Bob Ashford
Kevin Mills

Brown Goshawk

1

8-Mar

Oak Flats

Sub Urban

Nigel Jackett

Collared Sparrowhawk

1

21-Feb

Woonona

Bush

Nerida Hudspith

Grey Goshawk
Grey Goshawk

1

15-Feb
04-Mar

Rainforest
Urban

Roger Truscott

1-

Bulli
Warilla- White Morph

Swamp Harrier

1

24-Jan

Wingecarribee Dam

Rural

Bob Ashford

Swamp Harrier

1

14-Feb

Wingecarribee Dam

Rural

Bob Ashford

Swamp Harrier

1

15-Mar

Killalea Lagoon

Wetland

Joshua Coyte

Swamp Harrier

1

13-Mar

Greenwell Point

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

15-Mar

Morton National Park

Forest

Nigel Jackett

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

18-Jan

Kangaroo Valley

Rural

Bob Ashford

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

21-Jan

Tarrara-Nowra

Rural

Bob Ashford

Wedge-tailed Eagle
Wedge-tailed Eagle

1
2

31-Jan
06-Jan

Bellawongarah
Jamberoo

Forest/Paddock
Overhead

Bob Ashford
Kevin Mills

Wedge-tailed Eagle

2

15-Mar

Albion Park

Overhead

Joshua Coyte

Little Eagle

1

14-Mar

Bargo River, Tahmoor

Riparian

Bob Ashford

Little Eagle

1

15-Mar

Avon Dam Road

Woodland

Graham Barwell
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Brown Falcon

1

14-Mar

Hobby

1

15-Mar

Hobby

1

22 Feb.

Peregrine Falcon

1

16-Jan

Peregrine Falcon

1

05-Mar

Sooty Oystercatcher

Menangle Rd. Maldon Nr
Picton

Farm Dam

Bob Ashford

Killalea Lagoon
Macquarie Rivulet, Alb. Pk
Rail

Wetland

Joshua Coyte

Riparian

Graham Barwell

Berry

Rural

Bob Ashford

Bald Hill

Overhead

Mike Morphett

11

06-Mar

Coledale Beach

Rock Platform

Mike Morphett

Black-winged Stilt

8

13-Mar

Ryan’s Creek

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Bar-tailed Godwit

70

13-Mar

Greenwell Point

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Whimbrel

24

13-Mar

Greenwell Point

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Common Greenshank

1

13-Mar

Ryan’s Creek

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Great Knot

1

10-Mar

Shoalhaven Heads
Barren
Grounds
Reserve

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Painted Button-quail

Nature

1

7-Mar

Bush

Nigel Jackett

4+

28 Feb.

Pacific Ocean off Wollongong

Pelagic

Graham Barwell

Sooty Tern

1

24 Jan.

Pacific Ocean off Wollongong

Pelagic

Graham Barwell

Common Tern
Glossy Black-Cockatoo

6
1

13-Mar
05-Oct

Greenwell Point
Cudmirrah

Estuarine
Forest

Nigel Jackett
Kevin Mills

Glossy Black-Cockatoo

2

11-Mar

W of Sussex inlet

Forest

Kevin Mills

Glossy Black-Cockatoo

1

6-Mar

Shoalhaven Heads

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Glossy Black-Cockatoo

2

13-Mar

West Nowra

Sub Urban

Nigel Jackett

Cockatiel

1

27-Feb

Kembla Range Racecourse

Rural

Neil Wheway

Long-tailed Jaeger

Cockatiel

1

27-Feb

Kembla Range Racecourse

Overhead

Tom Wiley

Musk Lorikeet

10

14-Mar

Burrier

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Little Lorikeet

30

14-Mar

Burrier

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Brush Cuckoo

1J

05-Mar

Heritage Park Primbee

Bush

Rainbow Bee-eater

20+

19-Feb

West Nowra

Forest/Paddock

Rainbow Bee-eater

20+

26-Feb

West Nowra

Forest/Paddock

Charles Dove
TerryEdwell/Michelle
Rower
Terry Edwell/Charles
Dove

Rainbow Bee-eater

10+

03-Mar

Ben’s Walk Nowra

Bush

Bob Ashford

Superb Lyrebird

2

15-Mar

Morton National Park

Forest

Nigel Jackett

Southern Emu-wren

3

11-Mar

Southern Emu-wren

3

7-Mar

Tallawarra Ash Ponds
Barren
Grounds
Nature
Reserve

Eastern Bristlebird

1

07-Mar

Jervis Bay Road
Barren
Grounds
Reserve

First sighting
this location

for
Chris Brandis

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Roadside

Sheila Emery

Nature

Eastern Bristlebird

2

7-Mar

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Rockwarbler

1

14-Mar

Bargo River, Tahmoor

Riparian

Bob Ashford

Large-billed Scrubwren
Chestnut-rumped
Heathwren
Yellow-tufted
Honeyeater
Yellow-tufted
Honeyeater
Yellow-tufted
Honeyeater
Yellow-tufted
Honeyeater
White-plumed
Honeyeater

2

05-Mar

Excelsior, Thirroul

Forest

Mike Morphett

1

14-Mar

Bargo River, Tahmoor

Riparian

1

19-Feb

West Nowra

Forest/Paddock

several

26-Feb

West Nowra

Forest/Paddock

Bob Ashford
TerryEdwell/Michelle
Rower
Terry Edwell/Charles
Dove

1m

15-Mar

Avon Dam Road

Woodland

Graham Barwell

5

15-Mar

Woodland

Graham Barwell

Riparian
Dry Forest

Graham Barwell
Betty Hudson

Bush

Nigel Jackett

2

22 Feb.

Bell Miner

1

05-Mar

Carters Creek, Bargo area
Macquarie Rivulet, Alb. Pk
Rail
Talong

Bell Miner

10

14-Mar

Burrier
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Scarlet Honeyeater

1(m)

07-Jan

Sussex Inlet

Forest

Kevin Mills

Scarlet Honeyeater

call

18 Jan.

Bulli

Forest

Graham Barwell

Scarlet Honeyeater

call

21 Jan.

Bulli

Forest

Graham Barwell

Scarlet Honeyeater
Brown-headed
Honeyeater

1

14-Mar

Burrier

Bush

several

26-Feb

West Nowra

Forest/Paddock

Logrunner

1

20-Feb

Mt. Kembla

Rainforest

Nigel Jackett
Terry Edwell/Charles
Dove
Terry Edwell/Charles
Dove

Logrunner

2

31-Jan

Bellawongarah

Forest/Paddock

Bob Ashford

Logrunner

2

25-Feb

Bellawongarah

Forest/Paddock

Bob Ashford

Varied Sittella

6

15-Mar

Morton National Park

Forest

Nigel Jackett

Varied Sittella

5+

15-Mar

Cicadabird

1

13-Mar

Carters Creek, Bargo area
Stanwell Tops

Woodland
Forest

Graham Barwell
Mike Morphett

Figbird

2

8 Feb.

Windang

Parkland

Graham Barwell

Dusky Woodswallow

5

15-Mar

Carters Creek, Bargo area

Woodland

Satin Flycatcher

1

20-Feb

Mt. Kembla

Rainforest

Graham Barwell
Terry Edwell/Charles
Dove

Jacky Winter

2

15-Mar

Carters Creek, Bargo area

Woodland

Graham Barwell

Mistletoebird

1m

15-Mar

Avon Dam Road

Woodland

Graham Barwell

Mistletoebird

call

15-Mar

Carters Creek, Bargo area

Woodland

Graham Barwell

Double-barred finch

2

15-Mar

Woodland

Graham Barwell

Beautiful Firetail

1

7-Mar

Carters Creek, Bargo area
Barren
Grounds
Nature
Reserve

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Please send in your sightings to cocker@speedlink.com.au and don’t forget that these lists are on our website
www.iboc.org.au. Good Birding!

‘Saw a robin today’
The New Yorker Complete Cartoons
This cartoon was published in 1953
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Cape Barren Geese, recently sighted at Shellharbour Golf Course
Photo by Charles Dove
(Note: if you go in search of them please ask for permission at the Golf Club first.)
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CLUB ACTIVITIES MAY 2009

CLUB MEETING – Monday 11th May 2009, 7.30pm, Fairy Meadow Community Hall. Speaker:
Bob Ashford - “Different time, different place, same bird!” This is a talk with a ‘travelling with
birds’ theme. Bob will be looking at some of the birds that he has found interesting over the course
of his life and travels. Please remember to bring a mug and a small plate for supper
afterwards.
MID-WEEK WALK – Wednesday 13th May 2009, Darkes Forest, Leaders: Anne and Alan
Cousins (Tel: 4284 2051) Meet at 8.30am sharp at the turning for Cordeaux Dam off Picton
Road ie corner of Picton Road and Cordeaux Dam Road. Bring morning tea, hats, sunscreen etc.
MAY MONTHLY OUTING - Saturday 16th May 2009, Featherdale Park Bus Trip, Leader: Neil
Wheway Pick up is from Dapto Ribbonwood Centre at 7.15am and from Fairy Meadow
Community Centre at 7.30am. Please be on time. Anyone having arrival problems on the day
should ring Neil on his mobile number 0409 999 394. Hopefully we should arrive around 10.00am
or a little earlier and we will meet up with those travelling by car at this time. Neil will collect the
entry money for the park on the bus as admissions are on a group discount basis with one
payment only. Please have the correct money ready. Those travelling by car will have to be at the
gate to receive the group discount.
Entry fees:
Pension card holders $12.00, Senior Card holders $9.75, Adults $16.00
There is a snack bar at the park serving chips, hamburgers, sandwiches, tea & coffee etc. for those
who want to buy. Neil’s suggestion is that we treat this as a regular walk and take morning tea and
lunch with us and perhaps buy a hot or cold drink there. We will leave Featherdale at 2.00pm
prompt. Our arrival back in Wollongong will be around 4.00pm.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING - Monday 18th May, at 7.30pm at the home of Lorraine Pincus,
20 Cottonwood Crescent, Figtree (Tel: 4225 9789).
ADDITIONAL WEEKEND OUTING - Sunday 24th May 2009, Tallawarra Ash Ponds, Half day
walk, Leader: Darryl Goldrick Meet at the small car park about 300m down road to Tallawarra
from the old highway 8.30am sharp. We may have to move the cars into the ash ponds area, so
those who are late will be locked out. This is a half day walk around the ash pond area only. Bring
morning tea. Contact Darryl Goldrick on 4296 1316, or Betty Hudson on 4236 0307or mobile 0432
892 945.
WADER COUNT – Sunday 7th June, 8.30am, Windang Surf Club Car Park. Meet in the car
park under the pines. All welcome – come along and hone your wader identification skills. Bring
morning tea.
JUNE 2009 NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Friday 22 May.
Please don’t leave submitting your contributions to the last minute and where possible please
submit by email to John Cashman: cashman5@bigpond.com.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10.
Please pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.
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AUTUMN CAMP, CAMP CYPRESS, BARADINE
25th OCTOBER – 1ST NOVEMBER 2009
Please note that the camp dates are from a Sunday to a Sunday. This is due to an error on
my part, my apologies. If you wish to arrive on the Saturday and leave on the following Saturday
please amend your accommodation dates with Camp Cypress.
There is still plenty of accommodation available at Camp Cypress., individual rooms, powered and
unpowered sites. Each room has an ensuite and is in a block of 4, with a common room with a
kitchenette. The kitchenette has the facilities for a continental breakfast and packed lunches ie it
has a jug, toaster, fridge and microwave as well as a sink. All cutlery, china etc is provided There is
a communal BBQ outside.
Cooked meals can be obtained, with at least 24hrs notice, from the dining hall. The menu is varied
and prices very reasonable. Evening meals are from $12 to $25 depending on what you choose. I
suggest that if you wish to eat in the dining hall on your first night that you let them know before
you leave Wollongong. I can send you a copy of the menu on request. For details of prices and
phone numbers etc, please see the IBOC March newsletter, or contact Betty Hudson on 4236
0307 or email elizabethhudson@bigpond.com.au

Report on Wader Count Field Trip – Sunday 5 April 2009
Jill Molan

Six enthusiastic IBOC members met at about 8.30, EST, under the pinetrees at Windang Caravan
Park to count the migratory shorebirds for the second time this year. Return to Eastern Standard
Time overnight allowed a little sleep in for these members. These counts are usually additional to
the regular counts undertaken by Chris Brandis. Numbers of Double-banded Plovers near the
mouth of the estuary were good at 20 most of which had residual signs of breeding plumage. A
small number of the 10 Red-necked Stints were colouring up into their breeding plumage and may
soon be heading further north. It will be interesting to see how many of this species remain through
the winter months. In addition, 35 Red-capped Plovers, several Crested Terns, cormorants,
pelicans, 1 Eastern Great Egret, 1 Sooty Oystercatcher and 1 Kelp Gull were present.
The group then moved on to Whyjuck Bay where 1 Greenshank, a Little Egret and a number of
Black-winged Stilts mixed with several hundred Chestnut Teal, and a number of Pelicans and Little
Pied Cormorants, as well as 3 Caspian Terns. A Yellow Thornbill called from the Casuarina Trees
around us as we counted.
Next stop was the foreshore of the Caravan Park in Cudgeree Bay. More than 70 Bar-tailed
Godwits mixed with Chestnut Teal, making the identification a little challenging when a roosting
Bar-tailed Godwit with good breeding colour was mixed in a group of male Chestnut Teal!
However, the group were confident of their differentiation of species and numbers at the end of the
count. More Black-winged Stilts, pelicans, cormorants, and 2 White-faced Herons were at this site.
This regular field trip is planned for the first Sunday of each month and should provide some
interesting data to the national Shorebirds 2020 project, giving the club a particular interest in the
outcome of that project over time.
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About Jude
The true-blue Jude I’ll always see
is lanky, khaki, irreverent, free,
Sun-tanned, bush-striding,
Beckham-haired, motorbike-riding,
Tomboy, madcap, Earth’s defender.
Only Nature made her tender.
Birds charmed her,
Plants disarmed her,
(Cats alarmed her!)
She shared.
She cared
about a flower.
We’ve lost a jewel from our bower.
Rose Robin by Charles Dove
Alison Foley

Mid-Week Walk to Wollongong Botanic Gardens, 15 April
Jann Gowans
We ventured out on a breezy but sunny Wednesday morning with a small band of 11 birders.
Those who hadn’t yet seen it admired the new playground - especially the kookaburra wind-vane
sculpture. Before long, we were standing around a very popular profusely blooming callistemon.
Musk Lorikeets lingered and posed to give everyone various angles and profiles. Several
Wattlebirds and Rainbow Lorikeets were also about.
We continued past the Discovery Centre and ran the gauntlet with construction efforts blocking the
path and drowning out the bird songs. Fortunately, we had a good look earlier at the Musk
Lorikeets because an affectionate pair Ross and I had seen several days earlier in a hollow were
nowhere to be seen. A King Parrot had been dive-bombing their location then and we saw
numerous King Parrots around Wednesday morning (reclaiming their turf?). While heading
towards the rainforest, a flock of Cockatoos took flight very raucously and we noticed a raptor
amongst them but were unable to identify it. We backtracked on our approach to the rainforest as
the original planned track was closed. Fortunately, as we entered the rainforest, the construction
noise abated and many of the usual suspects were sighted but Thornbills seemed conspicuously
absent.
We stopped for morning tea and eventually set down our cuppas to pursue the best sighting of the
day - a Rose Robin who gave everyone a good look as he tried out various perching spots.
Thankfully, Charles had wandered off during our morning tea break and while investigating a loud
startling noise (a gardener!), spotted the Rose Robin. After our break, we re-entered a fairly quiet
rainforest but when we ventured back towards the duck pond along the creek, things picked up.
Here we finally saw a few Thornbills and (after some debating) Grey Shrike-thrushes. We think we
saw a glimpse of a Flycatcher but it didn’t stick around for proper id! The duck pond and surrounds
provided most of the usual birds, in addition to a royal spoonbill in residence and a large eel. While
we were tallying up the bird list, another raptor (Peregrine Falcon) was spotted and several folks
went to investigate. Along the way, this led us to a very popular fig tree, with appropriately,
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Figbirds among a variety of other birds. A Cuckoo-shrike also flew out and perched nearby and I
admired the barring on its chest, thinking it was the garden variety Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
(d’oh!). Only later did I realize it most likely was a white-bellied one but I had failed to look at it
properly as we were trying to get a definitive id on the Figbirds, many of which looked similar to
immature Olive-backed Orioles. I learned the important lesson to look carefully and don’t assume
(we all know what that does!). All in all, a very good day’s birding and the last few stragglers even
spotted a White-headed Pigeon on our way back to the car park.
Australian Wood Duck
Grey Teal
Pacific Black Duck
White-headed Pigeon
Spotted Dove
Crested Pigeon
White-faced Heron
Royal Spoonbill
Australian Hobby
Peregrine Falcon
Purple Swamphen
Dusky Moorhen
Silver Gull
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet

Musk Lorikeet
Australian King-Parrot
Eastern Rosella
Laughing Kookaburra
Satin Bowerbird
Superb Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Yellow Thornbill
Brown Thornbill
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Little Wattlebird
Red Wattlebird
Grey Shrike-thrush

Report on BASNA Seminar Day

Australasian Figbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Rose Robin
Eastern Yellow Robin
Welcome Swallow
Common Blackbird
Common Myna
Domestic Goose
Domestic/Feral Duck
Muscovy Duck

Jill Molan

Each year Birds Australia Southern NSW and ACT (BASNA) holds an annual seminar day to
coincide with its AGM. This year it was held on 4 April in the Newington Armory site at Sydney
Olympic Park, adjacent to the Birds Australia Discovery Centre (where some IBOC members
provide volunteer support on weekends). This centre is becoming a wonderful source of interest to
the public using the park, with numbers of visitors growing and taking the opportunity to learn about
both local and migratory species of birds.
The seminar theme this year, ‘Birds and Water’, was celebrated through seven excellent
presentations with topics ranging from ocean birds through shorebirds to arid country birds. While
some presentations were from seasoned and well known experts, such as Lindsay Smith and
Richard Kingsford, others were from postgraduate students recounting their research findings. The
increase in research into birds and their ecology in Australia is an exciting development in the
world of ornithology, but also for us amateurs who wish to have better knowledge about the birds
we love to observe.
Richard Kingsford set a high standard for the day with the first presentation ‘Long term trends in
waterbird populations in eastern Australia in relation to wetland and river water management’. In
this presentation he provided an overview of the extensive aerial surveys that were undertaken
Australia-wide during 2008 with a focus on three specific river systems. A postgraduate student
Andrew Smith then reported on his research on the ecology of the Australian White Ibis in the
Sydney area. A group of researchers who had explored the habitat restoration efforts for
shorebirds at Sydney Olympic Park gave a joint presentation, followed by Hazel Watson’s work on
the changes in the shorebird populations at Botany Bay in relation to the local industrial
development and habitat loss. Lindsay Smith and Janice Jenkin-Smith’s presentation on SOSSA
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efforts on education, research and conservation of pelagic seabirds brought home the crucial
issues facing these birds, and the possible linkages between SOSSA and other bird groups (this
could include IBOC).
The two final presentations involved arid country birds, the far extreme of water availability. Max
Tishler recounted his results in monitoring granivorous desert birds’ response to a significant
rainfall event in central Australia. The importance of the gidgee woodland emerged as a refuge for
these birds in dry times. The last presentation of the day by Rhidian Harrington gave an overview
of the impacts of artificial watering points, and their closure, on the distribution and abundance of
birds in an arid environment. These two talks provided fascinating insights into the way birds adapt
to changes in their arid environment.
The annual seminar day is open to Birds Australia members and non members alike. It is a
worthwhile day, and also provides the opportunity for a visit to the BA Discovery Centre, in the
historic Newington Armory, well worth a visit next year.

Birds Around Berry – February 2009

Bob Ashford

"It's there, it's there" came the urgent and excited whisper from Nick as he peered through the
sunroom window. He, brother Andrew and parents Deb and Martin leaned a little closer and sure
enough it was there, a long, rather fat Red-bellied Black Snake. It resided in this particular piece of
broken drainpipe by the pond. That was their first sighting and every morning thereafter our
visitors went to the window to greet 'Blackie'. On the morning of their departure a second 'Blackie'
appeared unexpectedly from the pipe generating much excited speculation about 'babies'.
'Blackie' stimulated a lot of discussion in Nick's family and a new level of awareness about wildlife
in general. "What are those lizards called?" as they laughed at the Eastern Water Skinks territorial
battles. "Why don't we get those sorts of pigeons at home (Five Dock, inner Sydney)?" pointing to
the fat White-headed Pigeons lounging around the bird feeder and, of course, "Why is Wombat
poo a different shape to Ash's (their dog)?". A small window to another world had opened and now
everything was fascinating.
Over the years I've seen this happen many times, a trigger that sparks a new enthusiasm about
other creatures around us. In 1974 on my first trek to Everest Base Camp in Nepal I remember the
odd looks I got from my co-trekkers as I chased after every bird I saw. "What is Bob up to?", one
asked. "He's a Birdo", another explained. "A Weirdo more likely" several others muttered. Yet,
from the moment I showed them a glowing Green Magpie I rarely held my binoculars, a dozen
trekkers had morphed into avid birdwatchers. We forget, or perhaps are yet to realise, just how
much pleasure we get from the other creatures that inhabit the earth with us.
Even if we don't know exactly the species we are looking at we draw comfort from knowing it is
there, even a 'Blackie'. Intuitively we know that if they are around us then the earth is still working,
that things are OK. Of these creatures birds are the most visible and a lot of weirdos like myself
get immense satisfaction from watching their antics.
In the USA, according to a 2001 survey by the National Parks Service, 46 million people described
themselves as active birdwatchers. Astonishingly they spend US$32 Billion a year on books,
binoculars and activities pursuing their hobby generating an overall economic impact of US$85
Billion per year that sustains 863,000 jobs.
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In the UK the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs uses 115 Quality of Life
Indicators to measure business and community wellbeing. These include, for example, economic
output, poverty levels, jobs, child health, pollution and the number and abundance of bird species,
popularly known as the Skylark Index.
Monitoring the number of birds in the countryside is the modern equivalent of the old coal miner's
Canary. If it stopped singing or died the miners knew they had to get out of the mine super quick.
Similarly, as we lose our birds our quality of life is diminished or, even worse, a terminal
catastrophe is imminent.
Over Christmas news services reported the deliberate destruction of protective fencing and the
trampling of eggs and chicks of Little Terns and Hooded Plovers at Lake Wollumboola and
Cudmirrah Beach. Perhaps those responsible really didn't understand how important our snakes
and birds are or the joy they offer to those prepared to watch and wonder. And I was reminded yet
again of that wonderful observation by Thomas Aquinus in the thirteenth century, "Where there are
birds, there are angels".

NSW ORAC CASES DECIDED IN 2008 (ALL ACCEPTED) – Chris Brandis
443
444
445
446
456
457
458
459
463

L.Hyde
M & G Davis
D. Colbourne
D. Thomson
F. Valckenborgh
C. Brandis
I. McAllan et al
B. Jones
C. Meadows

Painted Finch
Cotton Pygmy Goose
Hardhead
Yellow Chat
Flock Bronzewing
Kermadec Petrel
Painted Finch
Pied Heron
L M Sooty Albatross

Mount Wood, Tibooburra
Swan Creek, Grafton
Lord Howe Island
White Cliffs
Sturt N P
off Wollongong
Menindee (?)
Bega
Port Macquarie

7 May 2007
20 May 2007
24 March 2007
14 April 2007
25 September 2007
22 March 2008
19 August 2007
31 May 2008
5 June 2008

Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater Surveys
16-17 May and 1-2 August 2009
Chris Tzaros and Dean Ingwersen are the new national recovery
coordinators for these birds, with the respective recovery efforts now being
administered under Birds Australia’s Woodland Bird Conservation Project.
For the past 15 years, volunteer surveys have been an integral component of
the Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater recovery efforts. The season is
upon us again whereby Swifties have returned to the mainland from
Tasmania (and have already been recorded at several locations) and
Regents are expected to show their faces any time soon (we hope!). If you
would like to participate in these survey weekends or additional searches at
other times, please get in touch.
For further information or if you have any questions please contact Chris
or
Dean
Ingwersen
Tzaros
(c.tzaros@birdsaustralia.com.au)
(d.ingwersen@birdsaustralia.com.au) or via phone on (03) 9347 0757. Feel
free to visit our project website, a work in progress, at
www.birdsaustralia.com.au/wbc Finally, there are freecall numbers to report
sightings - 1800 66 57 66 (for Swift Parrots Parrot sightings) and 1800 62 10
56 (for Regent Honeyeater sightings).
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Birding Abroad – Assam

David Winterbottom

Over the past few years Da vid and Elizabeth Winterbottom have been going overseas to look at birds and
other things. Here is a vignette from a voyage in January 2007.

An elephant ride in the early morning mist allowed us to get close to a Rhino, herds of Hog and
Swamp Deer, and some Wild Boar, although the birds were few and far between. However, later
in the day the flood plain of the mighty Bramahputra River yielded an array of water birds. The
most common were the Spot-billed Duck, Teal (quite different to our Teal), Pheasant-tailed Jacana,
the familiar Cattle, Great, Intermediate and little Egrets, Darter, Great and Indian Cormorants,
Greater Coucal, Bar-headed and Graylag Geese, Grey, Purple and the ubiquitous Indian Pond
Herons as well lots of Openbill and Woolley-necked Storks.
The raptors were not to be outdone. Most common were the Grey-headed Fish-eagles and
Crested Serpent Eagles, but Pallas’ Fish-eagle, Changeable Hawks and Short-toed Snake-eagles
were also present. Marsh Harriers quartered the grasslands as did the spectacular Pied Harriers.
Grey-backed and Long-tailed Shrikes picked off the smaller prey.
The nearby tea plantations and fringing woodlands produced the stunning Green Magpie and the
Greater Yellow-nape, a huge woodpecker with a golden-yellow crest.
There were also five
species of Barbets, whose monotonous but distinctive calls go on and on, Spiderhunters (now
there is a bird name to conjure with) and six different species of Drongo. More difficult for us were
the bird families we had hardly heard of: Tailorbirds, Leafbirds, Minivets, Mesias, Treepies,
Shamas, Ioras or the endangered Bengali Florican (a cross between a pheasant and a bustard).
However, the Red Jungle Fowl, you will be pleased to know, looks and behaves like a chook, its
descendent.
A day trip into the forbidden country of Bhutan was to a different world in terms of people, buildings
(with painted decorated friezes under eaves and balconies), culture (a temple with people twirling
the prayer cylinders), topography (steep) and birds. Mountain streams host not just the very
common White Wagtails, but also attractive little Water-Redstarts – we saw both the White-capped
and the Plumbeous. On the hillside were both the Chestnut-bellied and the Blue-capped RockThrush.
Assam has its share of Parakeets. Rose-ringed (incidentally now well established in England) are
everywhere, Alexandrine (similar but much bigger) not uncommon and Grey-headed, Blossomheaded and Red-breasted were also seen. To our surprise we did not see Peacocks – they seem
to be mostly confined to areas further south.
On the animal front, we were chivvied back down the road by one irate rhino and another time by
an irate elephant. There heaps of both species about, as well as Wild Boar, Indian Buffalos, and
deer of various kinds. Assamese Macaques, Capped Langours and squirrels were not uncommon
and once we saw a herd of Gaur Bison. However, the highlight was seeing the little freshwater
Dolphins leaping in the broad Bramahputra River.
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BASNA WORKSHOP - Beyond Bird Watching
Presented by Chris Lloyd
Saturday May 16th 2009, 9.00am until 4.30pm
Building 22, Newington Armory, Jamieson St, Sydney Olympic Park

Why do birds stand on one leg? Why do many birders enjoy taking measurements
of birds? Are they bird brained or just misunderstood?
Beyond Bird Watching aims to answer such questions by looking at some of the
physiological and behavioural characteristics of selected bird species.
This workshop is aimed at bird watchers who want to enhance their understanding of what
lies on the other side of their binoculars. It also introduces some of the field skills that may
encourage participants to become more involved in volunteer fieldwork and/or further
training in this area. If you would like to explore new ways of getting involved in birding, or
just want to learn more about birds then this workshop will benefit both experienced and
novice birders.
The workshop uses a combination of presentations and practical exercises involving bird
specimens to:
·
Introduce people to ideas, which may enhance their bird observation and
involvement in field studies
·
Provide a basic understanding of how different birds’ body functions and how this
aids identification and field work with different species
·
Outline morphology (a birds form as against function) and morphometrics (the
measurement of its features) as both an identification tool and as data collection
·
Introduce some of the ornithological methods that underpin work such as banding
and behavioural observations
Chris Lloyd has extensive experience in rearing wild birds for release both here and
overseas, he is a committee member of the Australian Bird Study Association and Southern
Ocean Seabird Study Association and continues to undertake post-graduate study and field
work in ornithology. Chris has spent two decades in adult education in Australia, Africa and
New Zealand and most recently as a professional training officer for the wildlife
rehabilitation organisation, WIRES.
What to bring:
Notebook and pen, lunch and snacks.
Morning and afternoon tea will be provided
The cost is $59 for Birds Australia members and $69 for non-members.
For a registration form or to enquire about the
basna@birdsaustralia.com.au or call Pixie on 02 9647 1033.
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The Eye of the Sharpie

(Sharp-shinned hawks don’t eat carrots)

Diane Cooledge Porter
This article can be found at www.birdwatching.com. and has been reproduced with the kind permision of
the author Diane Porter who lives in Iowa.
Before the thud, it was a scene of peace and abundance, and it made me feel very jolly indeed. Through the
falling snow, morning came into my living room and filled it with soft light. A cardinal perched plump in the
hawthorn tree, his red colour muted by the snow sifting between us.
On the ground, juncos jumped backwards, scratching for sunflower seeds. Three mourning doves drank from
the heated birdbath. I was deeply contented with this scene, whose stage I had prepared with the sanctuary of
evergreens, berry-giving trees, never-frozen birdbath, and an endless supply of birdseed.
I'd glanced away when something thumped against the glass. By the time I looked back again, birds were
exploding out of the yard like shrapnel. Water still rippled where the vanished doves had sucked. The bird
that struck the window was not lying in the snow. Apparently it made it to the safety of the evergreens.
But there, on a low branch over the bath, orange eyed, alert as an angel, crouched the cause - an adult sharpshinned hawk. Her head swivelled in little jerks like the second hand of a watch. It cocked up as she studied
bare branches above, and down as she searched for any bird that might be hoping to escape notice on the
ground.
A royal visitor
She was beautiful, a joy to see. Hawks are not common like juncos and cardinals. I knew she had come to
my yard for them though, just as they came for berries and birdseed.
Hawks don't eat carrots. Sharp-shinned hawks eat birds, and I don't begrudge them their rightful prey, even
in my yard. I know that wild predators help keep prey populations healthy by picking off the weak and the
slow. The hawk wouldn't wipe out my backyard company. She was just another bird at the feeder, a royal
guest. But still I felt uneasy, wondering which bird she would seize.
As the sharpie watched over the empty yard, two tufted titmice flitted into a hawthorn tree. I knew these two
little grey birds and regarded them as friends. I feared that if one of them went for the seeds on the platform
feeder, she would have it in her yellow talons.
And then I began to shrink from my manly acceptance of nature and all its processes. "Ohh," I moaned out
loud, "Not the titmice!" Where were the expendable house sparrows when we needed one?
Inwardly I offered an incautious junco to the sharpie. One could be spared, to nourish the hungry hawk. But
my yard had only two titmice, with their cheery lisping calls, with their bright black eyes and expressive
crests that rise and fall with their moods.
The dilemma
The titmice wanted those sunflower seeds. They worked their way through the hawthorn toward the feeder.
And I kept moving up closer to the window, until my hands were pressed flat against it. "Don't do it!" I
pleaded. "It's not worth it! She'll get you." I was begging a sparrow, a junco, a cardinal, anything, to come
out of hiding.
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The sharpie turned her head away from the titmice, as if uninterested. She preened the delicate white-andorange feathers of her breast. She turned her head around and ran her bill through the dark feathers of her
back. She stretched her long, grey-and-white-banded tail, spreading it like a fan, and shook it.
A titmouse perched on the tip of a branch over the feeder. It leaned down toward the seeds.
Should I try to warn the titmouse by waving my arms? If I did, maybe I would startle the bird I was trying to
save, distract it, cause it to make a mistake. I stood as if paralysed.
And, paralysed, I had time to ponder whether I really wanted to interfere. I definitely wanted to save the
titmouse. But did I want the sharp-shinned hawk's orange eye to close forever? I treasure the charming
titmice in part because they are less commonplace than juncos and cardinals. Yet even titmice are abundant
compared to sharpies, and their lives are easier. The hawk's difficult role is to hunt and capture wild,
watchful birds, or else perish.
This sharpie might have travelled hundreds of miles from her breeding grounds in the north to get to my
Iowa backyard, surviving on her speed and wits. Why hadn't she kept she kept going south, like the majority
of her species? Perhaps she was starving and did not have the strength to continue. The meal that she sought
in my yard that morning might have been a matter of life and death for the hawk as well as for the titmice.
A daring solo
At last, when the sharpie's head was turned away, one of the titmice dashed to the platform feeder, snatched a
sunflower seed, and bounced back into the shelter of the thorny branches.
I gasped. The hawk looked hard at the titmouse and then returned to preening. Apparently that was sufficient
adventure for the titmice. They drifted through the hawthorn and evergreens and out of the yard. The hawk
sat in the maple for an hour, occasionally flicking away the snow that fell upon her, but no other birds came
out into the open. At last she leaned forward and sailed off the branch and across the snowy lawn, out of
sight. In a few minutes my yard was full of birds once more.
Hope of the human heart
The sharpie must have found something to eat elsewhere. She did not starve, for she returned occasionally
throughout the winter. I found feathers on the ground few times. Once I saw her catch a house finch. The
titmice were still visiting my yard when spring came.
Against all reason I had wanted both to cheer for the sharp-shinned hawk and to save the titmice. And this
time, nature indulged my sentimental heart. Sharpie and the titmice all survived.
In a larger view, such a wish is not necessarily a vain hope. We have an emotional, almost instinctive, desire
to preserve individual birds that we know and love. If we can extend that desire to embrace entire species
and the natural habitats on which their existence depends, we can save more than one or two birds. We can
preserve what makes our planet a good place for all species to live, including ourselves.

MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS-APRIL - Compiled by Martin Cocker
A smaller number of records fit into the “Unusual or Interesting’ category this month but again we have had
many records submitted. The Cape Barren geese were a great sighting. I have never seen them in the wild
but have seen them as exotics in private collections, an unusual looking bird. Other records have been
submitted by Betty Hudson, Mike Morphett and Charlie Dove.
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SPECIES

No.

DATE

LOCATION

HABITAT

OBSERVER

Cape Barren Goose

2

6-Apr

Shellharbour Golf Course

Rural

Chris Brandis

Bar-shouldered Dove

1

10-Apr

Primbee

Garden

Ron Imisides

Bar-shouldered Dove

8

15-Mar

Killalea SRA

Parkland

Nikolas Haass

White-throated Nightjar

1

30-Mar

Shoalhaven Heads

Heath

Nigel Jackett

White-throated Nightjar

1

5-Apr

Exeter Exit, Hume Hwy

Heath

Nigel Jackett

White-throated Nightjar

1

Seven Mile Beach NP

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Pacific Baza

1 to 2

22-Mar
3 to 10
April

Kangaroo Valley

Rural

Carla Jackett

Grey Goshawk

1

8-Apr

Kangaroo Valley

Rural

Carla Jackett

Grey Goshawk

11

26-Mar

Killalea SRA

Parkland

Patrick Lyons

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

29-Mar

Kangaroo Valley

Rural

Nigel Jackett

Wedge-tailed Eagle

2

9-Apr

Kangaroo Valley

Rural

Carla Jackett

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

26-Mar

Killalea SRA

Parkland

Patrick Lyons

Brown Falcon

2

11-Apr

Coolangatta Mountain

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Brown Falcon

1

15-Mar

Killalea SRA

Parkland

Nikolas Haass

Peregrine Falcon

1

19-Apr

Berry

Rural

Nigel Jackett

Musk Lorikeet

5

11-Apr

Shoalhaven Heads

Rural

Nigel Jackett

Musk Lorikeet

many

15-Apr

Wollongong Bot. Gardens

Garden

IBOC

Brush Cuckoo

1 Juv

15-Mar

Killalea SRA

Parkland

Nikolas Haass

Rockwarbler

1

13-Apr

Bush

Gleniss Wellings

Satin Flycatcher

1

23-Mar

Bungonia Gorge
Red
Rocks
Cambewarra
Range

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Rose Robin

1

16-Apr

Garden

Lorraine Pincus

Garden

IBOC

Rose Robin

1

15-Apr

Figtree
Wollongong
Gardens

Botanical

Several members have asked about Gang-gang Cockatoos and their apparent decline over previous years. Over the last
two years we only have five records mostly away from the coast. When I lived in Bowral they were regular winter
visitors to the hawthorn bushes in gardens and road sides. Please can we make a special point of looking out for these
birds and submitting reports.
Our Wader Counts on the first Sunday of the month are becoming a regular feature of the Clubs Calendar. We have
spent time establishing the best locations to find these birds at roost and have met local residents who have shown
interest in our activity and have provided local knowledge. Everyone is always welcome to join this morning activity.
Recently I was contacted by phone from a web site enquiry from a local who had found a badly injured Little Tern at
Windang that subsequently died. The bird was carrying a ring and I submitted the details on-line to the Australian Bird
and Bat Banding Scheme. This bird was banded on 31 January 2009 at Lake Conjola as a nestling, so its life span was
only one month and 15 days and it had travelled 89km to Windang. A life far short of its potential.
Many thanks for all your records! Please send in your sightings to cocker@speedlink.com.au and don’t forget that these
lists are on our website www.iboc.org.au. Good Birding!
Please send in your sightings to cocker@speedlink.com.au and don’t forget that these lists are on our website
www.iboc.org.au
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WADER COUNT – Sunday 7th June 8.30 am. at Windang Meet in the carpark under the pines. All
welcome. Come along and hone your wader identification skills. Bring morning tea

CLUB MEETING Monday 8th June 2009 - 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall - Speaker Terril Nordstrom. “Birds: Birdwatchers and Pictures” Birds and birding in Australia and the Illawarra. Bird
of the month is the Logrunner presented by Wal Emery. So bring a plate of goodies, and a cup for supper.
MID-WEEK WALK Wednesday 10th June, 2009, Leader-Lorraine Pincus Killalea State Park
Meet at 9am, in vacant lot car park. From Shellharbour Road (driving south) turn left, (driving north) turn
right, towards Killalea, at the first roundabout take first exit onto Southern Cross Bvd then a quick right turn
into a vacant lot which is our parking area for the morning. Bring morning tea, hats etc.
Lorraine’s mobile is 042 8671 426
MONTHLY OUTING Sunday 14th June 2009 Seven Mile Beach National Park Leader Betty Hudson
Meet at the parking area opposite the shop close to the entrance to the Seven Mile Beach Caravan Park at
9.00am. This area is shortly after the bridge over Crooked River, Gerroa Bring a carry morning tea and lunch
which will be at the picnic area. There are two shorter walks through dune forest and some littoral rain forest
areas. I aim to finish no later than 2.00pm. If time permits we may take a detour to Black Head at Gerroa to see
if there are any sea birds visible.
Travel south along the Princes Hwy and take the Gerringong exit. Continue until you cross the Crooked River
Bridge and almost immediately you will see the parking area.
Contact Betty Hudson on 4236 0307 or 0432 892 945.

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING Monday 15th June, 2009 at 7.30pm at Lorraine Pincus’ home, 20
Cottonwood Crescent, Figtree. Phone 4225 9789

JULY 2009 NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Friday 19th June 2009.
Don’t leave your contributions to the last minute! Submit them by email to the editor: cashman5@bigpond.com.
or post them to 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10. Please
pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.

DARKES FOREST Walk Wednesday 13 May 2009.
18 members arrived at the Darawahl Nature Reserve
in Darkes Forest on a crisp sunny Autumn morning
(unfortunately due to an error in the notice of venue
some members went to the incorrect place and did
not arrive). The walk was along a nice wide fire trail
on which we could hear but not see numerous birds,
even Charlie's massive camera lens could not pick
them out. Having stopped for morning tea in a
sunny spot with large rocks for seating it was
Bird list
Cattle Egret
White-faced Heron
Little Corella
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella
Superb Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren

Alan Cousins

decided to return to the cars. The morning was
conspicuous by the absence of birds, only 20 species
were seen but there was an abundance of wild
flowers that made the walk worthwhile. Everyone
seemed to enjoy the beautiful surroundings and
perhaps a Spring visit may be appropriate for the
future?

Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Lewins Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Scarlet Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
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Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Fantail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
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Featherdale with wind ruffled Feathers
When the alarm rattled away at 5am on Saturday and
listening to wind howling like a banshee I wondered
why I had arranged the Featherdale bus trip.
Unfortunately winter colds and sniffles took its toll
with some members ringing in their apologies. We
had two visitors Mavis with Peter Fackender and
Robert with Lorraine Pincus. It was good that they
wanted to see the birds and were with us for the day.
Once everyone was on the bus Mary our driver had
us there in no time. In fact I had over estimated time
the required to get there, so we arrived a ½ hour
earlier than expexted. The privateers arrived later by
car and went in under the group concession.
Having never been to Featherdale before but having
heard glowing reports I was very pleased at the setup
at Featherdale. Even though the birds were in cages
they were large and clean with different habitats and
dioramas made up to suit the type of birds in that
cage. The large raptors were in very large cages that
would still limit their flying, but not knowing the
history of the birds one shouldn't be judgemental as
to how the birds came to be there. In fact the same
could be said for many of the birds: some of them
may have been injured in some way and could not
have survived in their natural environment.
What I found really interesting was how different
birds look through binoculars as opposed to looking

NORTH QUEENSLAND TRIP ?

Neil Wheway
at up close and personal. Much more detail can be
seen when they are only a few feet away. I was
particularly interested in the owls not having seen
that many before. Sitting on their perches they
looked, very handsome, majestic and of course very
wise.
We went around in small groups often bumping into
each other and met together for lunch discussing
what had been seen to date. After lunch we only had
1 hour left which left me rushing around trying to fit
in seeing all the rest I'm sure some were left unseen.
It was during this last rush hour Peter Nolan had us
running backwards and forwards trying to identify a
bird he had seen hidden under a rock near a pond.
Many guesses were made until a keeper flushed out a
Buff-banded Rail for Pete. We then left our
curiosity satisfied.
All too soon it was time to leave for the ride home
and the choko giveaway. Tera had a couple of bags
to giveaway which I'm pleased to say that she able to
do. Looking back down the bus I noticed a few eyes
closed and heads bobbing up and down during the
journey home. Arriving back in Dapto at 4 o'clock
and the westerly wind had abated somewhat. I had a
very relaxed and enjoyable day particularly not
having to drive there and back and I hope everyone
enjoyed themselves as well.

Neil Wheway

The committee has asked me to write a few lines about a trip to Cape York for 2010. The club is considering
such a trip to Cape York as the October camp 2010. Some preliminary work has been done. But we wish to
know if there is serious interest for such a trip within club membership. There are questions such as 1. When would be the time to go ? September or October?
2. For how many days?
3. What style of accommodation would people be willing to have, and pay for; pre-erected tents, self erected
tents or accommodation?
4. Would it be worthwhile to have a bird guide go with us (cost)?
5. What would be the ideal number of members to go on such a trip?
These are just a few ideas that come readily to mind, if anyone has other ideas let them be known at the June
meeting. Please remember that such a tour would not come cheap ($3,500-$4000 approx, conservative) and if it
went ahead then it would need a commitment to travel when bookings are made.
Please make any comments to the Working Party i.e. Neil Wheway, Tom Wylie, Barbara Hales, Sylvia Garlic.
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Report on Lake Burrinjuck Camp, 18-25th April 2009
32 members of IBOC enjoyed a week of good birding and
good company at Lake Burrinjuck Leisure Resort, Yass.
This is a 250acre property on the upper reaches of
Burrinjuck Dam Arriving in a dust storm with very strong
wind gusts, nothing was visible of the lake or the
surrounding hills on the steep drive down into the lake
valley several hundred feet below, making us wonder
what we had got into.
The next morning was fine and still with a magnificent
sunrise over the hills and a wake up call from the resident
Laughing Kookaburras. Tera, showering in the “old” toilet
block found that she was being supervised by a Tawny
Frogmouth sitting above the shower door, too full of huge
moths to be bothered to move. Lake Burrinjuck was at
40% capacity and still falling, with 10’ of water having
been released since the start of March, leaving a very
muddy rim to the water. Bird life was plentiful around the
water, with Black-fronted Dotterel, Australian Darters,
Pacific Black Duck, Grey Teal and Wood Duck much in
evidence. Brown Quail, Superb Fairy-wrens, were
scurrying around on the grassy areas. Later in the
afternoon, large numbers of raptors appeared on the
opposite steep hillside, some sitting on the ground.
Amongst these were Whistling Kites, immature Whitebellied Sea-Eagles and Wedge-tailed Eagles. During the
week we had reports from local farmers of up to 15
Wedge-tailed Eagles being seen on one carcase. Rabbits
were also very much in evidence. Fishermen were
making good catches in the dam, including Murray Cod.
Travelling around away from the dam area towards
Binalong, it was evident that bird life was extremely
sparse away from the Murrumbidgee corridor where there
was permanent water. Farm dams were full due to rain
over Easter, but this was the first since the previous year,
and during our time in the area we watched the faint green
start to appear in the paddocks. The conditions
necessitated a rethink of places to go to see birds. By the
Saturday the weather had cleared to fine but cool days and
cold nights, just made for camp fires.
Sunday saw us have a walk around the western lake edge
of the property, a small almost dry creek with lots of
blackberries and other shrubby growth provided cover for
many small birds, while the adjacent pines gave a perch to
a Brown Goshawk.
Moving on we walked through the regrowth that was
evident all along the lake between the 50% water level
and the maximum water level. Some of this was quite
large trees, an indication of how long since the dam was
full. In a mature timbered area above the lake we found a
raptors nest with a bird sitting on it. Unfortunately we
were unable to make a positive identification as only the
head and tail were to be seen, was it a Whistling Kite or a
Little Eagle? A hasty retreat was made from this exposed
bluff as a southerly buster moved up the lake making
conditions very unpleasant The afternoon was spent doing

Betty Hudson

our own exploring of the lake side and the rest of the
property, with both Scarlet and Flame Robins being
recorded. Peacocks and guinea fowl were seen around the
homestead of an adjacent property.
Monday saw us visit Bookam Cemetery reserve an area of
bushland east of the highway where at first birds were
elusive but a list of 20 species was recorded in just over an
hour with thornbills, whistlers and robins much in
evidence. Morning tea over we drove on 15km down to
the Murrumbidgee river at Childowla, where there was
access to the riverbank. The river was raging with the
water being released from the dam. We made a first stop
at a crown reserve and camping area with a wide pebbled
area beneath casuarinas. Birds were not plentiful and very
hard to see, with sounds being masked by the sound of the
water and the Sulphur-crested Cockatoos.
After a
leisurely lunch watching the raptors overhead, Wedgetailed Eagles and Whistling Kites, we moved on up stream
to a moister area. Here small birds were plentiful
including House Sparrows and everyone had good look at
Varied Sitellas, as well as the number of different
honeyeaters, White-throated and Brown Treecreepers.
Reluctantly we headed back. 35 species were recorded.
Tuesday we ventured out along the back roads in the area.
Leaving the cars at the end of the gravel road we strolled
along Woolgarlo Road to an area of regrowth in a
paddock. Scarlet Robins were again in evidence with
Yellow-rumped Thornbills. These latter were hard to
identify as they were very dusty with red dust. Moving on
we met a local farmer who was moving sheep and
obtained permission to walk on his property which had
had a large amount of replanting done. We drove slowly
along Black Range Road stopping at likely places. A stop
was made at the Hume & Hovel Track Campsite where
varied Sitellas and White-eared Honeyeaters were seen.
Shortly afterwards Kathryn found a pair of Gang-Gang
Cockatoos sitting in a willow tree across a paddock.
Superb Fairy wrens, Grey Fantails, Yellow-rumped
Thornbills and Red-browed Finches were seen where
water still remained in a creek after the last rain.
Wednesday saw us driving south to Jugiong, where we
crossed the river and drove through spectacular scenery to
Bundarbo and a property ‘Stonehenge” where IBOC had a
previous camp. On a pleasant green area beside the river
we had morning tea and then walked the 2 km beside the
river. Birds were prolific with both water and arboreal
birds seen. The Australasian Grebe had us puzzled as it
was on the river rather than its usual habitat of a farm
dam. Black Swans were majestic as they floated
downstream on the current, much reduced from Mondays
spate and an Azure Kingfisher flashed in the sunlight as it
flew. At one point I turned round and there were 2 male
Scarlet Robins on one short section of fence. Too slow to
get a photo. They were flying to and fro from the
riverbank trees. Other birds seen here were the White-
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winged Triller, Varied Sitella, White-browed Scrubwren,
Striated Thornbill, both Spotted and Striated Pardalotes,
large flocks of Little Ravens, Silvereye, Fairy Martin, and
the Australasian Pipit on the dry hilltops.
We returned to Jugiong for lunch at the Long Track
Pantry. A pleasant meal in what had been the original
shop, with the old shelves, flooring still in place. The
small (150) population of Jugiong is to be congratulated
on maintaining the rest area facilities to a high standard
and the enterprise that has enabled the town to survive the
bypass. It is well worth a stop on any journey south, with
lunch at the Long Pantry a bonus.After lunch we walked
through the recreation reserve to the river The Little
Corella, Eurasian Coot and Dusky Moorhen were the only
new birds of the (22)recorded here.
Thursday was the long awaited trip to Burrinjuck Waters
State Park On the road in Diamond Firetails were seen
flying across. This road is the line of the original light
railway used to transport the rock used in construction of
the dam from the quarries near Binalong. As the road
wound slowly down through the forest we had tantalising
glimpses of the waterway below us. At the Park we found
on oasis of green lawns and flowering shrubs surrounded
by natural bushland. Parking and leaving Joan safely
settled in a chair at the picnic area, we did a short walk
around the park roads, where a Wonga Pigeon was sighted
on the veranda of one cottage, posing nicely for photos.
After morning tea we walked a section of the Hume and
Hovel Track in very dry forest overlooking the Lake.
Birds were very scarce. On our return we detoured around
other park roads and saw several King Parrots, a Whitethroated Treecreeper clinging to the wall of a cottage, and
had several sightings of Eastern Yellow Robins. Returning
to the picnic area for lunch honeyeaters were in evidence
in the bottlebrushes and grevilleas planted around the

grass. A Mistletoe Bird was seen flying into one tree with
a large mistletoe. A short walk along the lake shore after
lunch gave no new birds. Leaving the State Park several
of us drove further along the road to the village by the
dam, perched on the steep hillside of the gorge. Stepping
off the veranda at the wrong spot could have seen you fall
a long way into the water!
Friday, our last day was cool cloudy and windy for a visit
to the regrowth areas on an adjacent property. Common
Bronzewings were seen as well as Scarlet Robins,
Yellow-rumped Thornbills –with the brightest yellow
rumps- and a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles being harassed
by Australian Magpies. One eagle flew off but the other
decided to land on a dead branch at the top of a eucalypt
tree with disastrous results. The branch broke on impact,
just as the eagle folded its wings. Branch & eagle fell
down through the tree. Luckily the eagle managed to
regain flight before it hit the ground. We all had a good
laugh. Driving back to camp we stopped to make a phone
call and were advised that bad weather was forecast for
that night. While we were deliberating whether it would
be bad enough to turn the dust to mud the rain started, and
made us decide to leave that afternoon. Wet tents can be
coped with, but wet and muddy ones are not so easy, so
after a rushed lunch Kathryn and I struck camp and only
had the tents to get down when her mother arrived to
collect us. All the others in tents or campervans also
decided to up and leave, just as well as they had 16mm of
rain overnight turning the dust to gluey mud.
My thanks to Sylvia, David and Faye who helped to get
the tent down without getting it in the mud. Our hosts
Mary-Anne and Ray went out of their way to make our
stay as comfortable as possible. We would like to thank
them for this. Tim was invaluable as the gate opener.

Tony and Sylvia Loader Tony and I really enjoyed
our 3rd Bird Camp. We stayed in an interesting
cottage which was a 100yrs old and had a resident
mouse. He was very friendly and visited every
night!! He seemed to live on Rat-sack which didn't
seem to effect him at all.
The friendship and camaraderie was great as usual
and our friends Barry and Lyn Walker had a great

time at their first bird camp. The wind was cold but
the days were quite warm and sunny once we moved
out of the wind. The birds we saw were delightful.
Tony remembers the names better than I do ( but
then I am 2yrs older than him !!!) I just love seeing
them and being out in the countryside. Thanks Betty
for all your hard work and effort planning the camp
yet again!

Barbara & Brian Hales As always, Betty Hudson
ran another very successful camp for those lucky
enough to attend. The bird count was good,
especially given the dry conditions, with over 100
species sighted. Brown quail were running around
camp within a few feet of campers, Tawny
Frogmouths visited the ladies showers and we were
just about tripping over Flame and Scarlet Robins
(who needs other birds once you latch on to these
brilliant little beauties?) to say nothing of the

wedgies and sea eagles flying overhead, it was the
laziest week of bird watching ever as we really
didn’t have to work for any of them. Thanks to Betty
for taking on the task of arranging the camp site and
walks, to Catherine for using her spotting skills for
older eyes, to Neil (W) and Tom for the happy hour
venue, to all the fire wood gatherers and stokers, to
Trish for spoiling us with freshly baked cakes and to
everyone else who attended, thanks for your
company, you made it a terrific week for us.
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Bird List 106 species recorded
Brown Quail
Australian Wood Duck
Grey Teal
Chestnut Teal
Pacific Black Duck
Australasian Grebe
Common Bronzewing
Crested Pigeon
Tawny Frogmouth
Australian Darter
Little Pied Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Australian Pelican
White-faced Heron
Australian White Ibis
Black-shouldered Kite
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Whistling Kite
Brown Goshawk
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Nankeen Kestrel
Brown Falcon
Australian Hobby
Black-fronted Dotterel
Masked Lapwing
Silver Gull

Gang-gang Cockatoo
Major Mitchell's Cockatoo
Galah
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Australian King-Parrot
Superb Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Red-rumped Parrot
Barking Owl
Southern Boobook
Laughing Kookaburra
White-throated Treecreeper
Brown Treecreeper
Satin Bowerbird
Superb Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Gerygone
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote
White-eared Honeyeater
Fuscous Honeyeater
White-plumed Honeyeater
Red Wattlebird
Varied Sittella

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Grey Shrike-thrush
White-browed Woodswallow
Dusky Woodswallow
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Little Raven
Restless Flycatcher
Magpie-lark
White-winged Chough
Scarlet Robin
Flame Robin
Welcome Swallow
Common Blackbird
Common Starling
Double-barred Finch
Red-browed Finch
Diamond Firetail
House Sparrow
Australasian Pipit
European Goldfinch

Medal Winner
Former IBOC President, Dave Thomson has reported
that Kevin Wood, a former member of IBOC was
awarded the J N Hobbs medal for 2008 by Birds
Australia. Mr Wood moved from the district some
years ago. He was awarded the medal for his
birdwatching work in the Wollongong area and in
connection with our Club.
Dave especially
remembers how Mr Wood co-opted others into
joining in a bird count over large parts of the
Illawarra area and over several years.
Our
congratulations to Kevin Wood.

J N (Johnny) Hobbs was also connected with
this area. As a Police Officer, he was stationed in
the Illawarra for some years. He was an associate of
Doug Gibson ( whose lectures inspired the formation
of IBOC) and Arthur Mothersdill, and was well
known to our Club and to the general bird observing
fraternity. Dave last remembered birdwatching with
Johnny Hobbs when they camped at Square Knob,
Narranderra
in
1982
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SALIVATING KOOKABURRA

Mike Morphett

Late afternoon late April I had my first lengthy look
at a Laughing Kookaburra that landed on a branch of
my de-leafing robinia. It seemed quite unperturbed
by my presence barely two metres away on my back
verandah, even when I went inside to get my camera.
During the period of observation of about twenty
minutes it moved only to switch direction. It was
obviously on the lookout for food before the cold
night set in, scanning the ground below and the
space overhead. It took note of conspecific calls
from over in the old Excelsior coal mine bushland
and about five minutes later reunited with the rest of
the group, but without having found any prey. What

JULY Members Night 13 July.
This is the night when you have the chance to take
centre stage and have the devoted attention of your
fellow members! Tell us something about a birding
experience, a place visited, a holiday, your favourite
bird, your favourite birding place, a treasured

particularly intrigued me was the appearance of clear
drops of liquid that appeared at the tip of its bill and
grew until they dropped, like gentle rain from a leaf.
This occurred at least six times and was a completely
new experience for me in avian study, which got me
delving into books and web sites. I wished I had
been able to capture it on camera. I can only guess
the droplets came from the salivary glands housed in
the bird’s oral cavity. Could it have been salivating
over the prospect of food, a bit like Pavlov’s dogs? I
hasten to add I wasn’t on hand like a lab technician
to give it things to eat. Any thoughts anyone?

memory, a book, a film, music or poetry. You do
not need to spend hours preparing fancy supporting
material all you have to do is stand up and share!
Make this evening a success, contact a committee
member!!

JULY Members Night 13 July. Photographic Competition
As so many members are enthusiastic photographers
be larger than A4, entries will be anonymous and
we are suggesting that a competition is held on the
registration at the meeting will be required, members
Members night. The rules are simple: Each member
will register their votes Start snapping or sorting
is limited to three bird photographs, prints must not
through those files!
MAY MEETING
Last month our members’ spot was taken by Bruce
and Joshua Coyte who presented a video and photo
combo of their visit to the Capertee Valley to assist
in the tree planting that supports the Regent

Honeyeater conservation project. Some well crafted
film and images provided us all with greater
knowledge
of
this
important
project.
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Our guest speaker in May, Bob Ashford provided us
with stories and images of birds found, forgotten and
rediscovered as part of his travels arround the world.
Birds encountered in his youth in the UK turned up
again in remote parts of Europe and the East and
many of us were reminded of species that we have
not seen for many years such as Wryneck, Red-

footed Falcon, Red-necked Phalarope, Woodcock
and Great Northern Diver. Certainly it is true for
many of us that the birds seen in our younger years
are the ones that hold our imagination and provide
life time memories. Many thanks to Bob for for the
images, stories and memories.

Spotted Quail-thrush

Winter Film Nights

Photo Charles Dove

Brian Hales

The year is flying by and we plan to revive the
popular film nights so, here are a couple of potential
dates to mark on your social Calender...11th July and
8th August, both Saturday evenings. We have two
venues in mind but if you would like to host one in
your home please feel free to contact Barbara and
Brian Hales, phone 42574431 or 0409 574439, for
more info and to make the necessary arrangements.
IBOC can supply the equipment as needed and
various members volunteer their time and expertise

in operating it. For the newbies,
film nights consist of a gathering of members for a
social evening watching a bird/wildlife DVD/video
followed by supper (supplied by members bringing a
plate as on meeting nights) and sharing a yarn or two
or three. It’s a fun way to socialise and get to know
your fellow IBOCers. Members also bring along
their camp chairs in case extra seats are needed.
Final venue details and time will appear in the July
and August newsletters.

MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS-MAY 2009
I have just returned from the IBOC walk around
Tallawarra Ash Ponds, a good turnout of members
and some 70 species, a good morning! Some of you
were kind enough to point out my typo for last
month when I reported 11 Grey Goshawks.
Unfortunately not should have read just 1. I wonder

Compiled by Martin Cocker
what the collective noun is for Goshawks; a “Glare”
would be appropriate but would be rarely used for
such a solitary species. Here are the records for the
month, it is good to see so many members
contributing to our database.
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Cape Barren Goose
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No.

DATE

2

May 09

LOCATION

HABITAT

OBSERVER

Shellharbour Golf Course

golf course

Chris Brandis

White-headed Pigeon

1

20-Apr

Balgownie

Garden

Wal Emery

Wonga Pigeon

1

11-May

Rural

Nigel Jackett

Topknot Pigeon

100

12-May

Kangaroo Valley
Barren Grounds
Reserve

Escarpment

Jil Molan

Topknot Pigeon

1

27-Apr

Budderoo National Park-Minnamurra Rainforest

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Nature

Grey-headed Albatross

1

28-Apr

0ff Wollongong

Pelagic

Chris Brandis

Buller's Albatross

1

28-Apr

Off Wollongong

Pelagic

Chris Brandis

Black-shouldered Kite

1

24-May

Tallawarra

Rural

IBOC

Black-shouldered Kite

3

May 14

Killalea SRA

Wetland

Joshua Coyte

Black-shouldered Kite

2

07-May

Shellharbour Marina Site

Swamp

Charles Dove

White-bellied Sea-Eagle

1

24-May

Tallawarra

Rural

IBOC

White-bellied Sea-Eagle

3

May 10

Killalea SRA

Wetland

Joshua Coyte

Whistling Kite

1

24-May

Tallawarra

Rural

IBOC

Grey Goshawk

1

04-May

Foxground

Forest

Peter Nolan

Grey Goshawk

1

May 12

Killalea SRA

Wetland

Joshua Coyte

Grey Goshawk

1

26-Apr

Bomaderry

Rural

Nigel Jackett

Grey Goshawk

1

15-May

Bomaderry

Rural

Nigel Jackett

Swamp Harrier

1

May 15

Killalea SRA

Wetland

Joshua Coyte

Swamp Harrier

1

07-May

Shellharbour Marina Site

Swamp

Charles Dove

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

24-May

Tallawarra

Rural

IBOC

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

10-May

Tarrawanna

Escarpment

Alan Cousins

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

20-Apr

Bellawongarah

Bush/Paddock

Bob Ashford

Little Eagle

1

May 11

Killalea SRA

Wetland

Joshua Coyte

Nankeen Kestrel

2

May 13

Wetland

Joshua Coyte

Parkland

Alan Cousins

Nankeen Kestrel

2

04-May

Killalea SRA
Wollongong
Nesting

Brown Falcon

1

24-May

Tallawarra

Rural

IBOC

Australian Hobby

1

07-May

Shellharbour Marina Site

Swamp

Charles Dove

Australian Hobby

3

May 09

Killalea SRA

Wetland

Joshua Coyte

Australian Hobby

1

18-May

Hooka Creek

Overhead

Lorraine Pincus

Australian Hobby

1

20-May

Overhead

Peter Fackender

Peregrine Falcon

1

30-Apr

Albion Park Rail
Figtree Prey on Rainbow
Lorrikeet

Overhead

Lorraine Pincus

Peregrine Falcon

1

07-May

West Nowra--Flatrock Dam

Bush

Nigel Jackett

University-

Whimbrel

1

03-May

Shoalhaven Heads

Estuarine

Martin and Penny Potter

Eastern Curlew

3

03-May

Shoalhaven Heads

Estuarine

Martin and Penny Potter

Painted Button-quail

11

02-Apr

Berry Garden

Garden

Bob Ashford

Gang-gang Cockatoo

1

25-Apr

Berry

Rural

Nigel Jackett

Musk Lorikeet

3

28-Apr

Nowra

Urban

Nigel Jackett

Southern Boobook

1

24-Apr

Kangaroo Valley

Rural

Nigel Jackett

Azure Kingfisher

1

07-May

Minnamurra

Estuarine

Neil McKinlay

Azure Kingfisher

1

20-May

Riparian

Elizabeth Hudson

Southern Emu-wren

4

11-May

Hyams Creek Jamberoo
Barren Grounds Nature
Reserve

Heath

Charles Dove

Eastern Bristlebird

2

11-May

Barren

Heath

Charles Dove

Grounds

Nature
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Reserve

Pilotbird

1

11-May

Barren Grounds
Reserve

Nature
Heath

Charles Dove

Rockwarbler

4

08-May

Box Vale Tram Track

Scrub

Charles Dove

Fuscous Honeyeater

1

17-May

Heath

Ron Imisedes

Crescent Honeyeater
White-cheeked
Honeyeater

1

07-May

Primbee Sandtrack
Morton National
Yarramunmun

Bush

Nigel Jackett

4

May 09

Puckey's Reserve

Bush

Ronel Jit

Logrunner

1

06-Apr

Bellawongarah

Bush/Paddock

Bob Ashford

Logrunner

1

April 09

Scarborough-Nest Found

Rainforest

Danie Ondinea

Spotted Quail-thrush

1

08-May

Box Vale Tram Track

Scrub

Charles Dove

Spotted Quail-thrush

2

07-May

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Park--

Dusky Woodswallow

5

27-Apr

Yalwal
Jibbon Fire Trail
National Park

Heath

Bruce and Kelsey O'Brien

White-winged Chough

16

23-Apr

Nowra

Urban

Nigel Jackett

White-winged Chough

5

07-May

Yalwal

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Royal

Rose Robin

2

03-May

Figtree

Garden

Lorraine Pincus

Tawny Grassbird

2

13-May

Hooka Creek

Riparian

Lorraine Pincus

Mistletoebird

1

07-May

Albion Park

Garden

Bruce Coyte

Many thanks for all your records! Please send in your sightings to cocker@speedlink.com.au and don’t forget
that these lists are on our website www.iboc.org.au. Good Birding!

Cape Barren Goose
In last month’s IBOC
News, the page 1 photo
by Charles Dove was of a
pair of Cape Barren Geese
resting on a fairway of
Shellharbour Golf Course.
David Thomson, of eagle
eyes and good memory,
dug out this photo from
20 years ago, 8th March
1989, of a Cape Barren
Goose standing on the
fairway of Wollongong
Golf Course! What is it
about Cape Barren Geese
and golf courses ?

WATER, WATER, EVERYWHERE !
The ABC reported that water is flowing into Lake
Eyre after heavy rains in South Queensland. The
water flow is expected to continue for some weeks
yet. And with the water, the birds have come. It is
estimated that there are now 50,000 birds around
Lake Eyre – pelicans, waders, and up to 10,000

whistling ducks. Where have they come from? And
how did they know there was water in Lake Eyre
again ? Who knows ? The ABC doesn’t, but
reported that local tourism is booming !
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WADER COUNT – Sunday 5th July 8.30 am. at Windang. Meet in the carpark under the pines. All
welcome. Come and hone your wader identification skills. Bring morning tea

CLUB MEETING Monday 13th July 2009 - 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall - Members Night
Come along with an item, photos, videos, a story, or a recitation. And bring some goodies, and a cup for supper.
There will also be a Photographic Competition The rules are simple: Each member is limited to three bird
photographs, prints must not be larger than A4, entries will be anonymous and registration at the meeting will be
required, members will register their votes Start snapping or sorting through those files!

MID-WEEK WALK Wednesday 15th July – Tarrawanna. Leader: Wal Emery. Meet at 9am. At the
roundabout in Meadow Street near Tarrawanna School, turn West towards the escarpment. Proceed to the end of
Keira St, then right into Corrimal St, then left into Hawthorn St. Park suitably near the locked gate at the top of
Hawthorn St. The walk is circular through eucalypt forest, with steep sections at the start and end of the track,
and some track sections are uneven. Time estimated at about 2 ½ to 3 hours, including a morning tea stop. Wal
and Hazel’s phone number is 4284 0139.

MONTHLY OUTING Saturday 18th July, Bass Point Reserve Leader Betty Hudson Meet at the
parking area on the left just beyond the 2nd entry gates at 9.00am Bring a carry morning tea and lunch. This is a
walk through a variety of coastal habitats including some littoral rain forest. I aim to finish no later than 2.00pm.
Travel south along the Princes Hwy and turn off at the Oak Flats Roundabout. Turn left and then proceed until
you turn right at the 3rd traffic lights into Wattle Street. Proceed until you reach the Shellharbour Road (2nd)
Lights. Go straight across. Look for the large brown road signs to Bass Point to turn right. Follow these signs
through several intersections and turns until you are at the top of the beach, then follow the Road into the
reserve. Contact Betty Hudson on 4236 0307 or 0432 892 945.

Logrunner Survey Sunday, 26th July at 8.30am Leader: Martin Cocker

We will explore the
Mt. Kembla Ring Track. Up the Mt. Kembla road, past the pub on the right, then where the road forks, turn left
and park at the top.

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING will be on Monday 20th July, 2009 at 7.30pm at Joan & Tom
Wylie’s, 4 Daphne Street, Bellambi (ph 4284 2051)
August 2009 NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Friday 24th July 2009.
Please don’t leave your contributions to the last minute!
Submit them by email to the editor:
cashman5@bigpond.com. or post them to 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10. Please
pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.

Film Night
When
Saturday 11th July, starting at 7 p.m.\
Where
32 Shearwater Boulevarde, Albion Park Rail.
Barbara and Brian Hales are hosting a film night, as above. Please feel free to come along and bring your
camping chair in case we need extra seats and also a small plate to share for supper afterwards. If you intend to
join us it would be very helpful if you could phone the Hales on 4257 4431 so that they can get some measure of
the number expected to attend.

Page 2 of 10

Issue No. 327

July 2009

ACCESS to Tallawarra Ash Pond 3

Chris Brandis

As Darryl Goldrick and I have keys and it is
dangerous for members to climb the gates to gain
access, I have arranged with Lloyd Townsend for a
key to be made available at the security office inside
the power station entrance. If you want to get in ring
Lloyd on 042 384 04 10 between 8am and 4pm week
days so he can get the key and the name of the
person wanting to get in. You will need to return the
key so I hope it is not too much of a detour to get
and return the key.

On the east side there is a weed controllers' track
that goes to the mouth of Duck Creek and returns
back through the forest, but the grass is sometimes
long so take care.. In summer it is a favorite site for
snakes to bask.
At sometime, Lloyd is to prepare a safety induction
for the area, but it appears to be a low priority. The
main thing is to have a mobile phone to contact
security. Get the number from them, in case some
thing happens or you spot trespassers, vandals etc.

Seven Mile Beach & Crooked River Walk. Sunday 14 June - Lyndall Dawson
The promise of another interesting bird outing had us
up much earlier than usual on a chilly Sunday
morning, but we were rewarded by a beautiful red
sunrise and sound of a lyrebird chorus in Austinmer
while we drank our cup of tea. A very pleasant drive
followed, with little traffic, so Terry and I arrived at
the village of Gerroa early enough to enjoy an
excellent cup of coffee in a charming little café near
the mouth of the Crooked River. Soon after that we
met Betty and the enthusiastic group of birdos (19 in
all) ready to set off into the littoral rainforest. Betty
diplomatically reminded us to try and walk quietly
(we never know, we might see something really
interesting if we don't scare them away!), so we set
off like a group of little mice. It soon became
apparent that there weren't many birds around and
the light was poor, so before long the usual cheerful
conversation began to enliven the somewhat dingy
forest.
Of course, the keenest eyes and ears among the
group soon detected quite a few birds - Lewin's
Honeyeater, pardalotes, some gerygones among
them. The track ran through forest of blackbutt,
swamp mahogany, banksia and quite a lot of lantana,
but there was evidence of efforts to control the weed
and lantana in quite a few places. Good conversation
made the time pass quickly and with few bird
sightings to hold us up we reached the picnic ground
and morning tea quite early. There we were
entertained by a family of kookaburras, who clearly
knew that picnicking people were a good source of
tucker. Charlie got them started on some scraps of
biscuits, but since there wasn't much more
forthcoming they sat and glowered at us from the
nearby tree, occasionally swooping very near when it
seemed as if a morsel had been dropped. One kooka
swooped from the tree and snatched a grub or worm
from the sand right near my feet at the picnic table.
We marvelled at their ability to see a grey worm
buried in grey sand from their perch up in a tree
about 4 metres away!

The track then led us to the great expanse of Seven
Mile Beach. The sea was calm and once again, it
seemed there were few birds around. It was noted
that the calm conditions probably meant that
albatross, gannets and petrels that one would expect
to see riding the winds at this time of year were
probably resting on the surface further out.
Eventually we saw quite a few gannets and a Crested
Tern was spotted. The clouds began to thicken and
there were a few drops of rain, so we didn't linger.
But it held off and we enjoyed a pleasant stroll along
the beach. We were alerted by their plaintive cry to
the presence of a pair of Yellow-tailed Black
Cockatoos that followed us along the beach for a
while. Betty eventually found us the path back to the
car park, and once we were into the dunes and the
flowering banksias there were plenty of birds. Red
Wattlebirds, Silvereyes, Yellow Robins and several
honeyeaters were there, but the best was a very
obliging Golden Whistler that sat still only a few
paces away to give me the best sighting I had ever
had - what a beauty!
We enjoyed lunch in the picnic area where the cars
were parked, then the group disbanded relatively
early, but very satisfied. Some headed back to Geroa
where Betty reported seeing a number of wading
birds , including an Eastern Great Egret & Caspian
Tern on the mud flats, and to the east towards the sea
a number of cormorants and a Swamp Harrier were
seen. Several other common birds were around in
the park. It seems that the Geroa coffee shop
benefited from our recommendation after that. Terry
and I headed for Shoalhaven Heads. We were
interested to find a very good display by the NPWS
about migrating shore birds, and saw (among other
things) a huge group of Black Swans, some Pelicans,
Black Ducks and Wood Ducks.
Once again, thank you Betty, for a good day out.
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Bird List for Seven Mile Beach and Crooked River Walk 14.06.09
Chestnut Teal
Spotted Dove
Crested Pigeon
Australasian Gannet
Little Pied Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Australian Pelican
Eastern Great Egret
White-faced Heron
Royal Spoonbill
Swamp Harrier
Masked Lapwing
Caspian Tern
Crested Tern

Silver Gull
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Galah
Rainbow Lorikeet
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Laughing Kookaburra
White-throated Treecreeper
Satin Bowerbird
Superb Fairy-wren
Variegated Fairy-wren
Brown Gerygone
Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin's Honeyeater

Suburbia before Killalea Park

Wednesday 10th June 2009

New walks always offer mystery and this one invited
17 keen members on a windy 14 deg C morning. The
walk started from the vacant lot (car park) next to
one of the large billabongs. Our first sightings were
Dusky Moorhen swimming and a Purple Swamphen
sitting on a nest.The path was clearly wandering
ahead of us through a housing estate following a
natural creek which has been improved by adding
large boulders to improve the water quality, and by
the planting of shrubs, small and large trees. Mother
nature has grown reeds around the billabongs and
along the creek.
The path takes us further into thicker areas of bush
where the neighbour "kids" have bike tracks, which
Bird List 42 species
Black Swan
Australian Wood Duck
Pacific Black Duck
Hardhead
Australasian Grebe
Australian Pelican
Cattle Egret
White-faced Heron
Australian White Ibis
Nankeen Kestrel
Purple Swamphen
Dusky Moorhen
Masked Lapwing
Rainbow Lorikeet

Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Little Wattlebird
Red Wattlebird
New Holland Honeyeater
Eastern Whipbird
Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Australian Raven
Magpie-Lark
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow

Lorraine Pincus

also made good birding tracks. Here we watched a
Lewin's Honeyeater having a bath while a Golden
Whistler, Silvereye, New Holland Honeyeater and a
Crimson Rosella looked on. We continued to the
furtherest point of our walk to a park called "The
Shallows", here were three large billabongs, on one
swam mum and dad and baby Black Swan, the
others had Pacific Black Duck and Australasian
Grebe.
Back to the covered picnic table we had morning tea
where a Mistletoebird enjoyed his mistletoe which
allowed us to view him. Barbara Hales thanked
Lorraine for an enjoyable and interesting walk.

Crimson Rosella
Laughing Kookaburra
Satin Bowerbird
Superb Fairywren
Brown Gerygone
Yellow Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin's Honeyeater
Red Wattlebird
New Holland Honeyeater
Eastern Whipbird
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Golden Whistler

Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-Lark
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Common Mynah
Mistletoebird
Red-browed Finch

RANKIN SPRINGS Birds of the Bush FESTIVAL
2nd to 4th October 2009.The long Weekend. Rankin Springs is in Central Western NSW, between West Wyalong
& Hay.(562km west of Sydney)Guided Bird Tours, Spring Fair & Market Day, Photo/Art Exhibitions &
Activities www.birdsofthebush.com for further details
Enquiries Ph Jenny (02) 6965 3384 or email birdsofthebush@yahoo.com.au
Further details are available on the Club Notice board at July Meeting OR on IBOC web site.
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Report: Logrunner Reconnoitre 31 May 2009
It was great to find 16 members upright, alert and
ready to go as I arrived at the assembly point five
minutes late. The grey start to the day and a less
than optimistic forecast had done nothing to dampen
members’ enthusiasm. Our guide and mentor, Bob
Ashford, spoke about the area and his previous
sightings of Logrunners and played us a recording of
their distinctive call. The walk in Black Ash
Reserve is a short one but right from the start the
path plunges into rainforest and it takes a few
moments for one’s eyes to become accustomed to
the very poor light especially at ground level. Our
group had not gone more than a hundred metres
when, after playing the recording of the call, Charles
Dove signalled and pointed into the gloom. A pair
of Logrunners feeding on the forest floor among the
debris and scattered boulders! A difficult bird to
spot because of the low light levels and the well
The full species list is:
White-headed Pigeon
Wonga Pigeon
Grey Goshawk
King-Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Laughing Kookaburra
Superb Lyrebird
Satin Bowerbird

Martin Cocker
camouflaged plumage of the back. When the male
turns front on then the white upper front and breast is
clearly visible otherwise good spotting skills are
required. We then continued up the track and before
we emerged into more open country another pair of
Logrunners were located responding to our
recording. The path continued into open fields on
one side and a commotion of Magpies mobbing a
bird of prey in flight revealed fine views and
photograph opportunities of a Grey Goshawk.
After returning to our assembly point for a morning
cuppa and a shelter from the rain shower most
members retraced their steps into the forest and were
rewarded with further views of the Logrunners. A
successful start to this informal survey of this
species. Many thanks to Bob Ashford for his
expertise and local knowledge.

Yellow-throated Scrubwren
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Thornbill
Lewin's Honeyeater
Red Wattlebird
Logrunner (2 Pairs)
Eastern Whipbird
Golden Whistler

Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Butcherbird
Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye

June Members Meeting

Martin Cocker

At our June meeting Wal Emery, ably supported by
Production Assistant Tera Wheway, gave the bird of
the month presentation the Logrunner. Wal was able
to give us boyhood memories of finding nests, the
types of habitat the birds frequent and the changes
that have occurred in their habitat and distribution.
Many thanks Wal for giving us some valuable
insights into this bird to support the Club’s current
surveys.

interesting and entertaining background of the social
history of bird watching: why do people watch
birds?
Which famous people are birdwatchers?
What type of bird watcher are you, twitcher or
social? What is the language of bird watching? Have
you “dipped out” or been “gripped off”? Hopefully
none of our members could ever be described as a
“stringer”!
Terrill obviously has a wealth of
expertise and skills to share. Our thanks to him for
sharing with us.

Terrill Nordstrom our main speaker spoke on “Birds;
Birdwatchers and Pictures” Terrill provided an

Capturing a moment in nature on camera
The day after the June edition of IBOC News arrived
in the mail, my two books I ordered from Clouston
& Hall were delivered. (I’m much indebted to
Richard Miller for alerting me to these Canberra
discount booksellers many tomes ago.) One was The
Music of Wild Birds, an American publication with
illustrations by Judy Pelikan (interesting surname),
based on an original field guide by F. Schuyler
Mathews, and the other Michael Snedic’s Wildlife of
Australia: a nature photographer’s journey (2008).

Mike Morphett
The latter proved to be a good follow-up to the brief
article in our newsletter about the proposed
photographic competition on the July Members’
Night. Also, there was some discussion about
photography during the June walk in generally poor
light through part of Seven Mile Beach National
Park and along a stretch of Crooked River. So, I
thought part of the foreword to Snedic’s book by
Penny Olsen, recently retired Wingspan editor,
would be well worth passing on:
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“Today, good photography is achievable by almost
anyone. Digital cameras take care of many of the
decisions that formerly had to be made and executed
manually. Yet going digital has upped the ante. Not
many years ago a well-focused, well-exposed
photograph of a perched osprey was exciting. Now
we expect to see the one bursting from the water or
lugging a fish, torpedo-style. A bird perched on a

Little Corellas: looking like leaves on dieback tree in Murray River sunrise

branch might be a good representation of the species,
but how much more interesting it is to add a hint of
movement, personality or ecology; to highlight a
pattern, a feature, an interesting shape, juxtaposition
or interaction; or to make use of the play of light.
Mostly, the result is even better when the animal is
unaware or relaxed with the photographer, simply
going about its business.”

& silhouetted in Windjana Gorge National Park dusk

Michael Snedic, in company with Mark Rayner, runs “in-the-field” Trekabout Photography Workshops, mostly
in south-east Queensland, including O’Reilly’s, details of which can be found on the internet. Michael’s book
has a host of marvellous photographs of wildlife, particularly birds, and landscape scenery. One I find especially
striking is titled ‘Carpet Python eating Wonga Pigeon’. His introductory emphasis on the need for patience and
persistence reminded me of the hours spent, often in cramped conditions in a hide, by erstwhile club member
Len Klumpes to record birds and for the rest us to enjoy.

Solitary Mute Swan in Auburn Botanic Gardens

Australian Pelican: opportunistic feeder in Kiama Harbour

We could easily be inhibited from taking photos of
birds in action after seeing the products of camera
professionals like Snedic, who, to my surprise,
admits to including birds in captive situations. So, all
of us who took scores of photos at Featherdale
Wildlife Park on last May’s outing needn’t feel
guilty of cheating, particularly as it’s almost
impossible to photograph some species in the wild.
My feelings of frustration in trying to get an
unobstructed camera angle often gave way to loss of

consciousness of cage netting in my wonderment of
some of those close-up splendid creatures. I also
think it’s good to build our own compendium of
snaps, not only to help with identification, but there
are all-round personal benefits to be gained from onthe-spot photography when we can be totally
absorbed in our passion for birds and focused in the
here and now. As Snedic declares, “the camera
allows the photographer to capture a specific
moment in time”. That experience, however fleeting,
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can be one of countless emotional and spiritual peaks

Tallawarra Ash Ponds Walk

Sunday 24th May 2009

As usual Tallawarra's attraction had 22 keen
members show with spotting scopes, cameras, and
binoculars in hand. While Darryl Goldrick was
explaining the history of the place a Swamp Harrier
was sighted, the first of many raptors. The
enjoyment of this walk is the tracks or roads are built
up above the ponds, thus we are able to look down
on the array of bird life. Our first pond showed
Eurasian Coot, Australasian Grebe, Pacific Black
Duck while overhead a Whistling Kite perched in a
tree. It was noted how dry the ground was even
though there had been a lot of rain on previous days.
Just before morning tea we were all surprised to see
a large deer, (obviously startled by something) burst
out from the undergrowth and then disappear into it
again.A Black Swan with one cygnet were
swimming on a small pond. The largest pond, at the
back of the area, usually has a variety of birds, and
didn't disappoint us. Black-fronted Dotterel and
Bird List 63 species
Black Swan
Australian Wood Duck
Australasian Shoveller
Chestnut Teal
Pacific Black Duck
Australasian Grebe
Hoary-headed Grebe
Darter
Little Pied Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Pied Cormorant
Australian Pelican
Eastern Great Egret
Striated Heron
White-faced Heron
Australian White Ibis
Black Shouldered Kite
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Whistling Kite
Swamp Harrier
Wedge-tailed Eagle

in our continuing connection with nature.

Lorraine Pincus

Red-capped Plover were running around in the mud.
Black-winged Stilt and Bar-tailed Godwit were
feeding and the one Australasian Shoveller was
hiding among the sleeping Chestnut Teal.
On the home stretch we made a detour to check out
the White-fronted Chat. Unfortunately we didn't see
any, but enjoyed seeing a few Double-banded
Plovers. Even though no trees were in flower, the
bush birds were plentiful. We saw Yellow-rumped
Thornbill, Mistletoebird, Spotted Pardalote, New
Holland Honeyeater, Lewin's Honeyeater and
Eastern Spinebill. The Swamp Harrier was sighted
many times during the morning, and at the end of the
walk we added a Brown Falcon to our list. Darryl
invited anyone to go with him to the outlet channel
of the power station, where they saw a female Darter
and two Straited Herons. Thank you Darryl for an
enjoyable morning. 63 species were seen.

Brown Falcon
Purple Swamphen
Dusky Moorhen
Eurasian Coot
Black-winged Stilt
Red-capped Plover
Double-banded Plover
Black-fronted Dotterel
Masked Lapwing
Bar-tailed Godwit
Galah
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Superb Fairy-wren
Yellow Thornbill
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Eatern Spinebill
Lewin’s Honeyeater

Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Red Wattlebird
New Holland Honeyeater
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Golden-headed Cisticola
Welcome Swallow
Red-wiskered Bulbul
Common Starling
Mistletoebird
Red-browed Finch
House Sparrow
European Goldfinch

WILD CAMPING
As announced at out last Meeting several members have expressed interest in camps in remoter areas than our
usual locations. Jill Molan has kindly offered to nurture and organise such an expedition. Jill has suggested two
locations; Horse Swamp at Barrington Tops and Coolah Tops NP. Another opportunity has just been identified
through a conversation with Birds Australia, this is a private property at Captains Flat east of Canberra, camping
is available by the river and there is a toilet. Jill is suggesting the long weekend in January.Please contact Jill on
4283 2581 or at jill.molan@ozemail.com.au. Go wild!!
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A Flight over Lake Eyre

Gleniss Wellings

I have just come back from the Lake Eyre region.
Water is still flowing into Lake Eyre North from
Warburton Creek. We took a 70 minute flight from
Marree. in a Cessna 206. We flew across the Goyder
Channel that links the two lakes, which is still dry,
then across Madigans Gulf to Brook Island. We
dropped down to 500 feet, and we could see groups
of pelicans each consisting of about 20 birds, plus
lots of seagulls. The expanse of water is so great and
the birds are spread out so we did not see big
congregations. Then we flew back to Marree. The
lakes look impressive. The North Lake is various
shades of pale blue and pinks, whilst the dry South
Lake shimmers with salt. We heard that all the bird

BIRDING ABROAD

action is up in the Warburton Creek area. I heard
this on Macca last Sunday morning. You really
have to fly to see the lake. We have heard from other
travellers out there that at William Creek there are
plenty of pilots just waiting to take visitors on a
flight. William Creek is closer to where the
Warburton comes into the Lake but I don’t know
how long it would take to fly to where the bird action
is. It is rather expensive flying around out there: the
distances are huge. However just 70km or so from
Marree is Muloorina Waterhole on Muloorina
Station. It is a permanent waterhole and home to
over 100 different bird species. Visitors are welcome
and a basic campground is provided.

Ecuador

David Winterbottom

Here is a vignette from a voyage David and
Elizabeth Winterbottom made in January this year.
Ecuador is another of those amazing Latin American
countries with a fantastic number of bird species
because they have such an incredible variety of
habitats. We deliberately sacrificed many species
by not going down into the Amazon basin – hot,
sticky, we; crane upwards for invisible birds in the
treetops, and peer down for invisible birds on the
ground! OK, so the Parrots and Trogons are
fantastic, but we just had to give most of them a
miss.

visible Quetzals and Cock-of-the-Rocks. These are
much more spectacular than the duller but odder
looking
Amazonian
and
Long-wattled
Umbrellabirds.
We had a great day in the high Andes. A couple of
magnificent Andean Condors paraded past us at
quite close quarters. We also had good sightings of
the miniscule Tiny Hawk, a real rarity apparently.
Then there were Andean Black-faced Ibis, Andean
Ruddy Duck, Andean Lapwing, Andean Teal, and
Andean Guan, to say nothing of the Highland Elania,
Mountain Tanager, and Plate-billed Mountain
Toucan (and, of course, Llamas).

They keep finding new species - not just splits, real
new ones. At one reserve we went to, a local found
a Cock-of-the-Rock lek* on his property and decided
to build a track to it to cash in on the tourist trade.
Noticing a bird foraging after lunch crumbs along
the track, he gradually made friends with it and
could call it up by name. Well, when the track was
opened ornithologists found that his “friend” was a
totally new species of Ant Pitta! He called her up
for us – a lovely bird named “Maria“. There are
quite a few species of Ant Pitta in Ecuador, of
different sizes and hues but the same basic shape as
our Pittas, and nearly as hard to see.

Most places provide habitat for a fantastic number of
Flycatcher species. Differences are hard to spot and
even harder to remember – Olive-chested, Olivesided, and Olive-striped….
Equally numerous,
with even more species are the Tanagers – Golden,
Golden-crowned, Golden-eared, and Goldennaped… To cap these, there are the Hummingbirds,
myriads of them. A problem here is that most of
them are not called Hummingbirds but have the most
exotic names like Brilliant, Emerald, Hermit,
Hillstar, Lancebill, Sapphire, Sunangel, Sunbeam or
Sylph.

Someone must have thought that the undergrowth
birds all ate ants. In addition to the Pittas, there are
Antbirds, Antshrikes, Antthrushes, Antvireos and
Antwrens!
However, there are also some very
bright birds in the foothills too. Apart from the
Parrots there are Motmots and Trogons (a bit like
large colourful rollers), Aracaris and other large
billed Toucans, and the unbelievable and highly

We did not spend time on the coast although on the
way up to the mountains there were a couple of
swamps and small lakes. There were a good few
waders and ducks about, but pride of view went to
the Horned Screamer, a huge bird reminiscent of a
larger but shorter-tailed Pheasant Coucal. But guess
what? It screams! The Andean streams have their
own specialities. We saw the White-capped Dipper

Page 8 of 10

Issue No. 327

July 2009

and the Torrent Duck but this time missed out on the
Streamcreeper.

Well worth a visit – over 400 species seen in a
fortnight, nearly half new to us, not counting the side
visit to the Galapagos.
*Lek: a show off place for cocks to attract birds

‘Whichity-wheit, whitch-i-wheit, whichit!’
Bob Beale in the Heckler column in the SMH
(Monday, 8 June 09) took to task the various authors
of bird identification books. His particular gripe
was about the calls that these authors say the
different birds make. Beale says ‘it is a joke the way
the many wondrous calls, songs, trills, warbles and
hoots of our local birds are described. To be told to
listen for “kwipz-t-flurwokit” is ridiculous!.’
But he liked Peter Carey’s description of the
magpie’s liquid fluted melody as “like an angel
gargling in a crystal vase” and he thought the NZ
poet Denis Glover had a pretty good go at the
magpie too, with his famous “quardle ardle oodle

ardle wardle doodle.” But it was mad to describe
‘one of the the mudlark’s many calls as “qwoo-zikwheeik” when I hear “Who’s this freak?”
Beale has several other bird calls (the heading is
supposedly that of a willie wagtail ) including ‘a
pied butcherbird involved in a Columbian cocaine
smuggling racket whose lilting “Bogota, Bogota” is
soon followed by a lyrical “Off I go with my
suitcase in my hand.”
Bob Beale concludes that ‘we need a proper guide to
Aussie birdsong because the present lot are nothing
to crow about.’

Club members try out their Winter Woolies Photo Neil Wheway
MAGPIE

James McAuley

The magpie’s mood is never surly;
Every morning, waking early,
He gargles music in his throat.
The liquid squabble of his note,
Its silver stridency of sound,
The bright confusions and the round
Bell-cadences, are pealed,
Over the frosty half-ploughed field.
Then swooping down self-consciously
From the fence-post or the tree,
He swaggers in pied feather coat,
And slips the fat worms down his throat.
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MEMBERS SIGHTINGS
SPECIES

No.

Musk Duck

1

White-headed Pigeon
White-headed Pigeon

1
10

Wonga Pigeon
Pacific Baza
White-bellied
Eagle

1
4

Compiled by Martin Cocker

DATE

LOCATION

HABITAT
Swamp

OBSERVER
Brian
Hales,
David Garlick

Forest
Urban

IBOC
Ian McKinley

Forest
Forest

IBOC
Peter Nolan

Reserve

Bob Ashford

Freshwater

Bob Ashford

Reserve

Bob Ashford

Forest

IBOC

Reserve

Bob Ashford
Martin
and
Penny Potter
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford

Great-crested Grebe

19

Brown Goshawk

1

Grey Goshawk

1

Grey Goshawk

1

30-May Korrungulla Swamp
Black Ash Reserve
31-May Bellawongarah
30-May Mangerton
Black Ash Reserve
31-May Bellawongarah
23-May Jamberoo Mountain
Spring Creek Reserve.
30-May Kiama
Bundeela
Pondage,
07-Jun Kangaroo Valley
Spring Creek Reserve.
30-May Kiama
Black Ash Reserve
31-May Bellawongarah
Spring Creek Reserve.
30-May Kiama

Swamp Harrier
Swamp Harrier
Little Eagle
Wedge-tailed Eagle
White-bellied
SeaEagle

1
1
1
2

31-May
06-Jun
06-Jun
13-May

2

Hobby
Peregrine Falcon

1
1

Parkland/forest
06-Jun Killalea SRA
Spring Creek Reserve.
30-May Kiama
Reserve
08-Jun Kiama Coast
Coastal

Spotless Crake

1

10-May Purrah Bay, Kanahooka

Eastern Curlew

5

Gull-billed Tern

1

Sea-

Eastern Barn Owl
Logrunner

1

1
2
Pairs

Coomonderry Swamp
Killalea SRA
Killalea SRA
Bellawongarah

14-Jun Shoalhaven Heads

Swamp
Parkland/forest
Parkland/forest
Forest/Paddock

Lakeside
Shoreline

14-Jun Shoalhaven Heads
Shoreline
Wollongong
CBD
15-Jun Mobbed by Magpies
Urban Park
Black Ash Reserve
31-May Bellawongarah
Forest

Some good sightings of waders still about at
Shoalhaven Head. At the last Wader Count at
Windang we only managed four Bar Tailed
Godwits but the Double-Banded Plovers were
plentiful at the estuary mouth. Obviously Purrah
Bay in Kanahooka is a good place to spot Crakes,
.

Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
Lorne Johnson
Richard
Fackender
Martin
and
Penny Potter
Martin
and
Penny Potter
Terrill
Nordstrom
IBOC

with this month’s sighting by Richard Fackender
following on the Spotted Crake that was seen here
a few months ago. Also we had a very welcome
sighting of a Barn Owl in Wollongong urban area.
Other records were sent in by Anne Cousins, Tom
and Joan Wylie and Martin Cocker.

Page 10 of 10

Issue No. 328

August 2009
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The Newsletter of the ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB INC.
POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 56 FAIRY MEADOW, N.S.W. 2519
" One Good Tern
Deserves Another"

http://www.iboc.org.au/

Founded in 1977
Club’s Aim: To join together people with a common interest who wish to
further their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them.
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EDITORS: John Cashman, tel: 02 4284 0538
email: cashman5@bigpond.com
Val Dolan, tel: 02 4229 6737
RECORDS OFFICER: Martin Cocker
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Sooty Tern (Lord Howe Island)

Photo Peter Fackender

WADER COUNT – Sunday 2nd August 8.30 am. at Windang. Meet in the carpark under
the pines. All welcome. Come and hone your wader identification skills. Bring morning tea.
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CLUB MEETING Monday 10th August 2008 - 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall - Speaker
Roger Truscott. on ‘Avian Adventures in Central America 09’ You are invited to bring a plate of
goodies for supper, and your cup too.

MID-WEEK WALK Wednesday 12th August 2009 Tallawarra Ash Ponds Leader Chris Brandis
Meet at the small car park about 300m down the road to Tallawarra from the old highway 8.30am sharp. We
may have to move the cars into the ash ponds area, so those who are late will be locked out. This is a half
day walk around the ash pond area and the new service track by Duck Creek. Bring morning tea.
Contact Chris Brandis on 4296 2837, or Joan & Tom on 4284 2051or mobile 0407 268 279.

August Monthly Outing:

Sunday 16th August 2009- Wanganderry High Range – Leader
:Betty Hudson Meet at the Old Hume Highway, and Wombeyan Caves Road intersection just outside
Mittagong at 8.30am. We will then drive on to Miss Badgery’s Property, Wanganderry at High Range. Bring
a carry morning tea and lunch. This an easy walk.
Travelling from Wollongong via the Hume Highway take the Mittagong exit and go through Welby, when
the Wombeyan Caves Road is on the right shortly after crossing the freeway. There is space to park here.
Travelling from southern suburbs via Macqaurie Pass to Mittagong you will need to turn left as you enter
Mittagong, at Bessemer Street (cross roads with traffic lights at bottom of hill) There is no left turn when you
reach the Old Hume Hwy. Contact Betty Hudson on 4236 0307 or 0432 892 945.

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING Monday 17th August, 2009 at 7.30pm at Betty Hudson’s home 1
Drualla Road, Jamberoo. Phone 4284 2051
Logrunner Survey Saturday, 29 August 8.30am. Mt. Keira Ring Track. Meet at entrance to Mt. Keira
lookout by the entrance gates on the right at the top of the climb. Martin Cocker Mob 0418 429 132.

SEPTEMBER 2009 NEWSLETTER Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Friday 21st
August 2009. Please don’t leave your contributions to the last minute! Submit them by email to the editor:
cashman5@bigpond.com. or post them to 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10. Please
pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.

WELCOME to several new members who have joined over the past several months: Sue and Ken
Brown, Val Cooper, Joytischna and Ronel Jit, Pat, Verity and Lawrence Knight, Mrs Bette Neal, Terrill
Nordstrom, Ms Rosanna Untaru and Fiona,Matthew and Hannah Brockman. Nice to have you with us

Film Night
32, Shearwater Boulevarde, Albion Park Rail, on Saturday, 8th August at 7 pm
The first film night for the year was a great success so Barbara and Brian Hales are hosting a second film
night, as above. Please feel free to come along and bring your camping chair in case we need extra seats and
also a small plate to share for supper afterwards. If you intend to join us it would be very helpful if you could
phone the Hales on 42574431 so that they can get some measure of the number expected to attend.
Summary of I.B.O.C. September Activities
Martin Cocker 8.30am
Wader Count
6th September
Monthly Meeting 14th September
Nick Oudtshoorn
Midweek Walk
16th September
Leader Alan Cousins
Monthly Walk
19th September
Leader Betty Hudson
Half Day Field Trip 27th September
Leader Martin Cocker
Page 2 of 8

Windang Surf Club Carpark
8.30am Mangerton Park
8.30am Crookhaven
Logrunner Survey
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Tarrawanna Walk Report - 15 July 2009
Despite the daunting forecast, 16 members
assembled at the start of the walk on a relatively
mild pleasant July morning. A number of larger
birds, cockatoos, parrots, magpies etc. kicked off
the list before we set off up the old Corrimal Mine
road.
Small birds in the tall eucalyptus trees in less than
perfect light made identification difficult, but
eventually Striated Thornbills, Grey Fantails and
Golden Whistlers were identified. Further along
the road a disturbed Wonga Pigeon burst out of the
undergrowth with its typical wing clap. Whitethroated and Red-browed Treecreepers were
sighted before we left the road and headed down
through the eucalypt forest towards the creek.
Not a lot of birds were sighted along this section,
but Brown Thornbill, Brown Gerygone and WhiteSpotted Dove
Wonga Pigeon
Galah
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet
Australian King-Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Laughing Kookaburra
White-throated Treecreeper
Red-browed Treecreeper
Satin Bowerbird

Wal Emery
browed Scrubwren were added to the total. A
conveniently placed log in a clearing provided
seating for all to enjoy a cuppa and a chat, with
whipbirds and Lewin’s Honeyeaters providing the
background audio.
All refreshed, we set off on the final leg back to the
cars. Again the birds were light-on(?) along this
section, Yellow Robins, Grey Shrike-thrush and
parrots overhead being the exception. The pleasant
company and the warming winter’s day
compensated for the lack of birds. We arrived
back at the cars before 12 midday with a pair of
Eastern Rosellas topping off our list of 34 species.
Lyrebirds and Brown Cuckoo-Dove usually seen in
this area were noticeably absent from the list.
Thanks to everyone who participated in the walk
adding to the enjoyment of the morning.

White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Gerygone
Striated Thornbill
Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
LittleWattlebird
Red Wattlebird
Eastern Whipbird
Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike

Cape York trip 2010
The tour company we have chosen is Outback
Track Tours and the trip will be in September 2010
(the first half hopefully). It will be Cairns-Cairns
going by road one way and flying back the other
way. The cost is $3000, which includes most
meals. It is a camping tour with ‘erecting your
own’ provided tents, and sleeping on stretchers.
We will visit Cooktown, Weipa, Lakefield, and
Iron Range National Parks on the way to the top
stopping at different spots for birding. Whilst we
are up there we will visit Thursday Island and
Horn Island, we fly from Horn Is. back to Cairns.

Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Australian Raven
Eastern Yellow Robin
Mistletoebird
Red-browed Finch

Neil Wheway
There is a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 19.
At the moment all 19 seats are filled but this may
well change when final details are known. At
present there are two on the reserve list. At this
stage it is not know what or how payment is to be
made or the exact dates. When the tour people
inform me I will pass on the information.
Please note that airfares to and from Cairns are not
included, nor is any accommodation before or at
the end of the tour. Anyone wanting any more
details can ring Neil on 42613230 home or
0409999394 mobile

Can You Help?
Expressions of interest are requested from members to form a Sub-Committee to undertake the launch and
distribution of the Birding in Illawarra Brochure.
The IBOC Committee is looking for people with skills in sales, marketing and or tourism if possible, but
everyone is welcome to apply if they feel they can assist. All applications to Martin Cocker by email
cocker@speedlink.com.au or by phone 0418 429 132 before the 17th August 2009.
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Bass Point Reserve Walk

Saturday 18th July 2009
Lorraine Pincus
School holidays did not interfere with the 15
The plan was to "Rock Hop" around to
members who met at the designated parking area
Bushrangers Bay which turned out to be
for the Bass Point Reserve walk. The birds seen
impossible, but we thoroughly enjoyed the
while driving to the swamp included a Nankeen
sightings and the adventure of finding this out.
Kestrel, Australian Wood Duck, Crested Pigeon
The sightings of Black-browed Albatross, Wedgeand in the swamp, Royal Spoonbill. The bird list
tailed Shearwater and a pod of three Southern
grew further at the swamp, before the car park,
Right Whales enticed us to spend more time on
with an Eastern Great Egret, Chestnut Teal and a
the rocks looking towards the ocean. It was
Rock Dove. It was enjoyable to see the increased
decided to have lunch on the rocks which gave us
numbers of Australasian Pipits. Being a sunny
the opportunity to observe whatever came our
day, many birds were heard, such as Eastern
way. There were pods of whales in 2s and 3s
Whipbird. Others were very active chasing each
swimming past, a total for the day approximately
other, particularly female and immature New
25. A juvenile and adult Gannet were frequently
Holland Honeyeaters. Superb Fairy-wrens were
diving, and there were fishing and deep sea diving
everywhere, on the wet rocks near the breaking
boats frequently passing.
waves as well as on the grass and under bushes.

We retraced our steps back to the car park, and
The first sight of the ocean gave us views of
then onto Maloney's Bay where we saw many
Australasian Gannet, adult and juvenile, on the
Variegated Fairy-wrens, more New Holland
rocks a lonely Sooty Oystercatcher was outHoneyeaters and Australasian Pipits. Thank you
numbered by Silver Gulls. Morning tea at the
Betty for an interesting and enjoyable walk.
picnic area and Tommy's keen eyes spotted a Red
Wattlebird on a nest. The area was populated
with people preparing to go deep-sea diving.
42 species.
Australian Wood Duck
Royal Spoonbill
Red Wattlebird
Pacific Black Duck
Nankeen Kestrel
New Holland Honeyeater
Chestnut Teal
Sooty Oystercatcher
Eastern Whipbird
Rock Dove
Masked Lapwing
Grey Butcherbird
Crested Pigeon
Crested Tern
Australian Magpie
Bar-shouldered Dove
Silver Gull
Pied Currawong
Black-browed Albatross
Rainbow Lorikeet
Willie Wagtail
Wedge-tailed Shearwater
Superb Fairy-wren
Australian Raven
Australasian Gannet
Variegated Fairy-wren
Magpie-lark
Little Pied Cormorant
White-browed Scrubwren
Eastern Yellow Robin
Little Black Cormorant
Brown Thornbill
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Australian Pelican
Spotted Pardalote
Red-browed Finch
Eastern Great Egret
Lewin's Honeyeater
Australasian Pipit
White-faced Heron
LittleWattlebird
European Goldfinch
Capertee Valley Tree Planting
The next tree planting in Capertee Valley to aid the
growth in numbers of the Regent Honeyeaters will
be held over the weekend of the 15-16 August.
Tiffany Mason spoke about the Regent
Honeyeaters and about the Tree Planting Project
last year, and Jill Molan can fill you in on the
Information on PhotoBOCA
The National Photography Group of Bird
Observation
&
Conservation
Australia.
PhotoBOCA is a new branch of BOCA. It is
primarily for those members of branches of BOCA
or groups affiliated with BOCA (such as IBOC)
who are interested in Bird Photography.

weekend too.
You are invited to join the
treeplanters, and can book accommodation and a
place for the dinner on Saturday night by
contacting Pixie Maloney, Office Manager, Birds
Australia Discovery Centre, 9647 2030 and
basna@birdsaustralia.com.au

A newsletter and a registration form is available on
IBOC’s web site and some copies will be available
at IBOC’s August meeting (See Martin Cocker)
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Of Birds and Poems
John Douglas Pringle
The Scot, John Pringle, came to Australia, shortly after World War 11. Pringle was editor of the Sydney
Morning Herald, and later editor of the Canberra Times. This essay was published 35 years ago, in his book,
On Second Thoughts, and records his astonishment at seeing the birds of Australia, which we so easily take
for granted. This follows a previous installment of this essay in the IBOC News of February 2009
But for me, even before the parrots, come the
owls and birds of prey which have always been
my greatest interest. Here, again, Australia is
particularly well-off. Because falcons and hawks
are strong, wide ranging birds which can fly over
narrow seas, many of them are similar too, or
even identical with their fellows in Europe and
North America. For instance the Australian
peregrine falcon, brown goshawk, kestrel and
fork-tailed kite are indistinguishable from these
birds in other countries. But Australia has many
hawks and owls that are unique. It has two
magnificent eagles, the wedge-tailed eagle,
absurdly persecuted in a country where it is
accused – generally wrongly – of taking lambs,
and the beautiful white-breasted sea-eagle which
is really a large kite and feeds mainly on dead fish
and other offal on the shores. When I first came
to Sydney the sea-eagles were still fairly common
on Pittwater and the estuaries of the Hawkesbury.
Today they are rare, though occasionally one can
be seen early in the morning flapping heavily over
the water or soaring, on wide wings, on the air
currents above the hills. The wedge-tailed eagle
fortunately is still fairly common inland in spite of

persecution. I have stopped the car beside Lake
George near Canberra and watched three of these
bold, dark, splendid birds – one of the largest
eagles in the world – perching together on a tree
beside the road. I have several times seen a pair
of the much rarer little eagles in the hills near
Canberra. The common ‘whistling eagle’ of the
plains is not an eagle at all but a large kite, but its
easy soaring flight and shrill musical whistle are
pleasant things to see and hear.
One of the curiosities of Australian bird-life is
that so many birds of prey are very pale or even
white, an unlikely colour for a sunburnt country. I
have already mentioned the white-breasted seaeagle whose pale-grey back and snow-white
breast and belly make a dazzling picture as it
soars over the blue water. Two kites, the letterwinged and the black-shouldered species are
mostly white. I once saw a black-shouldered kite
sitting on a gum-tree at the very top of Dead
Horse Gap, a high and windy pass in the Snowy
Mountains. It looked like a snow-flake in the cold
mountain air. Once again – for the last time – I
must quote Judith Wright:

Carved out of strength, the furious kite
shoulders off the wind’s hate.
The black mark that bars his white
is the pride and the hunger of Cain.
Perfect, precise, the angry calm
Of his closed body, that snow storm –
Of his still eye that threatens harm.
Hunter and force his beauty made
And turned a bird to a knife-blade.
But the most spectacular of all is the white goshawk. This is the extreme form of a distinct species, the grey
goshawk, and is found chiefly in Tasmania and southern Victoria. Alas! I have never seen one outside
Taronga Zoo in Sydney, which has a magnificent specimen, though I have seen a grey goshawk in Kuringai
Chase. The grey goshawk is beautiful enough – it is a pale smoky grey all over – but the white goshawk is
spectacular. Snowy-white, with red-gold fiery eyes, this bold hawk must rival the Greenland and Iceland
falcons as the most beautiful of all birds of prey. One of my few surviving ambitions is to see the white
goshawk wild and free in the dark forests of Tasmania.
Invitation to IBOC Members
Birding NSW has invited IBOC to participate in a joint campout.
Date: Long weekend in January
Location: Currently being negotiated, possibly a private property in south eastern NSW.
Further information will be available soon.
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2009 Alan Sefton Memorial Lecture

at the University of Wollongong. Tuesday 22
September 2009, 6.30pm to - 8.30pm. UniCentre, Building 11, Function Room 1 (Please advise your
intention to attend to Wendy Weeks, School of Earth & Environmental Sciences-email
wendyw@uow.edu.au) The Speaker is Professor Richard Kingsford, School of Biological, Earth and
Environmental Sciences, University of NSW.
The Australian government has embarked on the one of the world's most ambitious and costly rehabilitations
in the country's history (~$A12.9 billion) to restore the wetlands and rivers of the Murray-Darling Basin.
These aquatic ecosystems are in poor ecological health, although the full extent of this decline is not truly
known. The talk will focus on case studies of Murray-Darling Basin wetlands and examine not only their
current ecological state but also the drivers for change. There is a long history of developing Australia's
rivers for irrigation that has seen inevitable clashes with conservation objectives. Against this background,
Australian governments are now actively buying back water from the irrigation industry to improve river
flows, and to rehabilitate the Murray-Darling Basin wetlands. Environment agencies are likely to become
one of the major water holders in a river, but there are real challenges for the management of the
environmental flows held in the dams. The next decade offers considerable promise for the conservation of
wetlands in this most developed river basin in Australia but inevitably there will be considerable challenges
for management; there are also salutary lessons for development of unregulated rivers elsewhere in the
country, such as in central and northern Australia.

Professor Richard Kingsford from the Australian Wetlands and Rivers Laboratory, School of Biological,
Earth and Environmental Sciences of the University of NSW, has focussed his research over about the last
20 years on the waterbirds, wetlands and rivers of arid Australia, an area that covers about 70% of the
continent. He has identified the significant impacts of water resource development on the rivers and wetlands
of the Murray-Darling Basin and contributed to policy development and environmental flow management.
He is a member of the Australian Government's Environmental Flows Scientific Committee. Aerial surveys
of waterbirds, mapping of wetlands and development of software for delivering knowledge about catchments
are other areas of his work. His research has demonstrated the ecological values of many rivers and impacts
of water resource in arid Australia, for which he received a Eureka Award in 2001. Professor Kingsford, who
holds BSc and PhD degrees from the University of Sydney, has more than 100 publications including three
books, one of which is on the desert rivers of the world. In 2007, he received the Wetlands International
Hoffman Medal for contributions to global wetland science, and in 2008 he was awarded the Eureka Award
for Promoting Understanding of Science.

Blackbirds and Lyrebirds
Wandering on the escarpment one afternoon I
stood listening to a Common Blackbird calling in a
rainforest interspersed with lantana.
I was
surprised to hear this bird so high up the
escarpment away from the built-up area, although
on reflection I have heard and seen them many
times on the Barrington Tops.

Wal Emery
Several weeks later I stood in the same area
watching and listening to a lyrebird going through
his repertoire, when to my surprise this master
mimic broke into a perfect imitation of the
common Blackbird call. I wondered if he was
aware that the call that he was imitating was that of
an interloper in his territory.

. OUTING REPORTS
It is great when different members of the club write up a report of a club outing or campout for the
newsletter. Each person has their own style and adds their personal touch (there is always help with the bird
list). It also helps the leader to feel appreciated when people are willing to write up a report of the day.
If you would like any help with writing up an outing report, or other details (like the correct common names
for the birds for example), your committee will help you.
Contact Jill Molan
0439 134 827 jill.molan@ozemail.com.au
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MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS-JULY 2009
SPECIES
Brush-turkey
Brown Quail
Musk Duck

No.
1
6
2

Cape Barren Goose
White-headed Pigeon
Emerald Dove
Black-browed Albatross
Yellow-nosed Albatross
Southern Giant Petrel
Fluttering Shearwater

2
2
1
3
1
1
20

DATE
14-Jul
11-Jul
25-Jun
July
and
prior
16-Jul
14-Jul
18-Jul
18-Jul
10-Jul
18-Jul

Cattle Egret
Little Egret

300
14

21-Jun
21-Jun

Royal Spoonbill
Eastern Osprey
White-bellied Sea-eagle
White-bellied Sea-eagle
Brown Goshawk
Brown Goshawk
Grey Goshawk

30
1
1
1
1
1
1

21-Jun
06-Jul
16-Jul
18-Jul
16-Jul
20-Jul
18-Jul

Grey Goshawk
Grey Goshawk
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Little Eagle
Hobby
Hobby
Peregrine Falcon
Pied Oystercatcher
Sooty Oystercatcher
Red-capped Plover
Red-capped Plover

1
1
1
1
11
1
1
1
13
2
18
11

Double-banded Plover
Double-banded Plover
Double-banded Plover

Compiled by Martin Cocker
LOCATION
HABITAT OBSERVER
Mt. Keira Ring Track
Forest
Terrill Nordstrom
Swamp Road Berry
Rural
Bob Ashford
Thirlmere Lakes
Lake
Elizabeth Hudson
Bomaderry Treatment
Works
Wollongong
Mt. Keira Ring Track
Black Head Gerroa
Black Head Gerroa
Off Bulli
Black Head Gerroa

Paddock
Urban
Forest
Coastal
Coastal
Coastal
Coastal

18-Jul
30-Jun
14-Jul
20-Jul
28-Jun
16-Jul
11-Jul
16-Jul
05-Jul
05-Jul
26-Jun
05-Jul

Gerringong
East Woonona
Whyjuck Bay, Lake
Illawarra
Kanahooka Point
Primbee
Black Head Gerroa
Primbee
Kiama from H'way
Black Head Gerroa
Lothlorien/Bellawongar
ah-White Phase
Kembla Grange
Mt. Keira Ring Track
Kiama from H'way
Killalea SRA
Primbee
Swamp Road Berry
Primbee
Windang Estuary
Windang Estuary
Shoalhaven Heads
Windang Estuary

Paddock
Paddock
Estuarine
Lake
Bush
Coastal
Bush
Rural
Coastal
Bush/Padd
ock
Rural
Forest
Rural
Forest
Bush
Rural
Bush
Estuarine
Estuarine
Estuarine
Estuarine

6
64
38

21-Jun
26-Jun
05-Jul

Shoalhaven Heads
Shoalhaven Heads
Windang Estuary

Estuarine
Estuarine
Estuarine

Bar-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Eastern Curlew

44
95
50+
6

21-Jun
26-Jun
05-Jul
26-Jun

Shoalhaven Heads
Shoalhaven Heads
Windang Estuary
Shoalhaven Heads

Estuarine
Estuarine
Estuarine
Estuarine

Gull-billed Tern
Turquoise Parrot

1

21-Jun

1

26-Jun

Shoalhaven Heads
Estuarine
St. Josephs High School
Albion Park
Parkland

Dianne Perry
Terrill Nordstrom
Terrill Nordstrom
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
Tom Wiley
Bob Ashford
Martin and Penny
Potter
Mike Morphett
Lorraine Pincus
Martin Cocker
Charles Dove
Bob Ashford
Charles Dove
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
Bob Ashford
Joan Wiley
Terrill Nordstrom
Bob Ashford
Josh Coyte
Charles Dove
Bob Ashford
Charles Dove
Lorraine Pincus
Lorraine Pincus
Nigel Jackett
Lorraine Pincus
Martin and Penny
Potter
Nigel Jackett
Lorraine Pincus
Martin and Penny
Potter
Nigel Jackett
Lorraine Pincus
Nigel Jackett
Martin and Penny
Potter
Bruce Coyte
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Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Eastern Barn Owl
Logrunner
Logrunner
Spotted Quail-thrush
White-winged Triller
Beautiful Firetail

August 2009
1
1
2
1
2
1
2

21-Jun
08-Jun
14-Jun
03-Jul
25-Jun
08-Jun
21-Jun

Budderoo Firetrail
Bomaderry/Coolangatta
Corrimal Escapment
Balgownie Escarpment
Thirlmere Lakes
Bomaderry/Coolangatta
Budderoo Firetrail

Many of you have been at Shoalhaven Heads this
month and been rewarded with healthy numbers of
wintering waders. Nigel Jackett has appended his
records with the following comments:
“Of interest, Rex Worrell and I briefly saw a birdof-prey during the count that may have been a
Black Falcon. It flew from the dunes onto
Comerong Island where we lost sight of it. We
regularly see Peregrine Falcons and Australian
Hobbys here, but this was black on top, and paler
underneath, with a longer tail than a Peregrine.

Bush
Paddock
Forest
Forest
Bush
Paddock
Bush

Elizabeth Hudson
David Marshall
Wal Emery
Wal Emery
Elizabeth Hudson
David Marshall
Elizabeth Hudson

Flew much too fast for a Brown Falcon as well.
Just thought you could mention to people to keep
an eye out if they are visiting there anytime soon.
It would be a fantastic bird to confirm!”
Indeed it would so please lift your eyes above the
mud flats when next you are visiting !
Many thanks for all your records! Please send in
your sightings to cocker@speedlink.com.au and
don’t forget that these lists are on our website
www.iboc.org.au. Good Birding!

OOPS! What do you get when you cross a parrot with a centipede ?
A walkie-talkie ! O Good Grief !

‘Henry, Henry! Drop the car keys! Drop the car keys!
The New Yorker 1948
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POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 56 FAIRY MEADOW, N.S.W. 2519
" One Good Tern
Deserves Another"
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Founded in 1977
Club’s Aim: To join together people with a common interest who wish to
further their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them.
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Southern Boobook Owl
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WADER COUNT – Sunday 6th September 8.30 am. at Windang. Meet in the carpark under the
pines. All welcome. Come and hone your wader identification skills. Bring morning tea

CLUB MEETING Monday 14th September - 7.30pm Fairy Meadow Community Hall -

with a
presentation by Nic and Daphne van Oudtshoorn, ‘Birds and Beasts of Southern Africa ‘- a multimedia
video and slide presentation. Come along and bring some goodies, and a cup for supper.

MID-WEEK WALK Wednesday 16th September – Mangerton Park. Leader: Alan Cousins. Meet
at 8.30am. at the corner of Mears Ave and Eastern Ave, Mangerton. There are a few somewhat steep parts
on this walk. Alan and Anne’s phone number is 4283 3197 and mobile 0413 869 534
Saturday 19th September Crookhaven Heads and Lake Wollumbula
Leader-Betty Hudson: Meet at the Crookhaven Heads Boat Ramp carpark off Prince Edward Drive at
8.30am.
Travel south on the Princes Hwy to Nowra, turn left into the Greenwell Point Road. At Pyree turn right onto
the Culburra Road. As you first come to the outskirts of Culburra passing the Police Station & Bowling Club
on the right, turn left into Prince Edward Drive. Pass the turning to Orient Point and approx 1km further on
turn left to the boat ramp carpark.
Bring a carry morning tea, lunch will be by the cars. After lunch we will make a visit to the entrance to Lake
Wollumbula at the other side of Culburra. Contact Betty Hudson on 4236 0307 or 0432 892 945.

MONTHLY OUTING

Logrunner Survey

Sunday, 27th September at 8.30am - Leader: Martin Cocker The walk will
be in the Grevillea Park, which is at the end of Grevillea Park Road, Bulli, behind Bulli Showground. Meet
at the carpark opposite the park gates

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING will be on Monday 21st September, at 7.30pm at Martin Cocker’s
home. Those wishing to attend the the Committee Meeting are asked to contact him at the next Club
Meeting or on his mobile 0418 429 132
Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Friday 25th
September 2009. Please don’t leave your contributions to the last minute! Submit them by email to the
editor: cashman5@bigpond.com. or post them to 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519

October 2009 NEWSLETTER

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10. Please
pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.

EDITOR ?
After 4 years, the Editor has indicated to the President and the Committee, that he will finish up with the
December 09 issue. Its been quite an learning experience - lots of last minute rushes, and ups and downs
with the computer, but ultimately satisfying. Thank you to the many contributors and for those giving me
much needed technical help.
If you are interested in this useful, challenging job, please talk to the President or the Editor

TRAVERSING a tiny part of the TOWNSVILLE REGION
It was Greg Grainger’s ABC TV program ‘Travel
Oz’ that inspired Carol and me to have a July
holiday based in Townsville, the administrative
capital of North Queensland. Our twelve days stay
certainly didn’t disappoint us, with daytime
temperatures in the upper twenties and no rain. We
clocked up almost 1200 kms, taking in a range of
landscapes and touching on five of the six
localities recommended by the Townsville Region
Bird Observers Club (TRBOC) in their ‘Birds of
Thuringowa’ flier, a copy of which I’ve passed on
to our club. In our travels the most evident of bird
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Mike Morphett

species were the Peaceful Dove, Black Kite,
Australian White Ibis, Rainbow Bee-eater, Figbird,
Spangled Drongo, Blue-faced Honeyeater, Whitebreasted Woodswallow, and Torresian Crow.
We visited the city’s three botanical gardens. We
were lucky to spot the Great Bowerbird walk
through and around its bower in Anderson Park.
Forest Kingfishers darted across the lagoon in the
Palmetum, each time eluding my camera. Various
parrots were beginning to settle down before
sunset in the corner aviaries of Queen’s Park, the
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smallest and oldest of the three gardens. Much
time was spent roaming Billabong Sanctuary zoo, a
short drive south, where there were countless
Plumed Whistling-Ducks. The Reef HQ Aquarium
gave us a very absorbing contrast with a wide
diversity of marine and coral species and colours.
We made a few short walks along stretches of the
Ross River and at Lake Ross Dam saw Brahminy,
Whistling and Black Kites overhead and turtles
and wallabies at the water’s edge. At the viewing
platform beside the borrow pits I was impressed by

Bird guide at Lake Ross Dam borrow pits
Travelling south, we ambled through the central
parts of the townships of Ayr and Home Hill,
separated by the Burdekin River and linked by the
longest bridge of its kind in Australia. In the
forecourt area of the Burdekin Theatre we were
much impressed by the ‘Living Lagoon’ sculptures
of brolgas, magpie geese, osprey, rainbow beeeater, python, Krefft’s turtles and cane toad.
Another sculpture well worth a look at is the 60m
Gubulla Munda Dreaming carpet snake in the
corner of Plantation Park. This sugar caneproducing country yielded my sole sighting of the
Yellow-bellied Sunbird. A detour to Alva Beach,
like those to Balgal and Bushland Beaches in the
north, didn’t add to my bird list, but gave different
seascape perspectives.
Paluma Range National Park is at the southern end
of the wet tropics and was the furthest north we
went. Although it is hailed as ‘cassowary country’,
we didn’t see this megapode, but heard its calls off
the Birthday Creek Falls track. (After seeing the
National Geographic documentary on this species
on ABC TV on 26th July, I suspect it was a female
we heard.) In this area we also missed out on the
Golden Bowerbird; not even a trace of a maypole
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the bird guide in metal book form. Close by, a pair
of Pale-headed Rosellas took off. North beyond
The Strand (a hive of happy human activity) are
Cape Palleranda and Town Common Conservation
Parks. At the former we walked round the old
Quarantine Station, and along the 7 km gravel road
through Town Common we briefly visited the
observation tower and Freshwater and Jacuna birdhides, where flocks of Magpie Geese were very
active before sunset. Also vocal in their own way
was a pair of Yellow Honeyeaters on the way back.

Blue-winged Kookaburra at Horseshoe Bay Lagoon
bower. The walks through the rainforest area
surrounding Paluma compensated with good
sightings of the Chowchilla (at the southern limit
of its range) - good to compare with our Logrunner
relative - and Grey-headed Robin. Yellow-wattled
Australian Brush-turkeys checked us out at the
McClelland Lookout, which offers a magnificent
view across the coastal agricultural land to Halifax
Bay and the Palm Island group.
We made two other hinterland trips, firstly driving
across the Mingella Range to the goldmining city
of Charters Towers, which takes obvious pride in
its history and heritage buildings and where we
picked up the Dusky Honeyeater. Double-barred
Finches appeared in the grasses at Towers Hill
Lookout. After refreshment at the Heritage Tea
Rooms (formerly the Euroka Hotel and the oldest
building in North Queensland) in the Herveys
Range, we took the short woodland walk to
Mason’s Lookout, where you can see part of the
former Greenvale to Yabulu railway line where
nickel was transported. The Lemon-breasted
Flycatcher and Fuscous Honeyeater shared this
territory with passerines much more familiar to me.
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Spangled Drongo’s sunrise silhouette on The Strand
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Magpie Goose & Krefft’s Turtle at Billabong Sanctuary

Fantasea Ferries took us over to Magnetic Island,
which seems to be achieving a balance between
nature conservation and tourism. Among the books
kept at our rented cottage at Horseshoe Bay was
Jim Flegg’s Photographic Field Guide, which I
hadn’t read before, together with a flier with some
very informative notes by Tania Schuett under the
title of ‘Cry of the Curlew’. On both nights in the
garden I briefly encountered a Bush Stone-Curlew;
the calls of this species from the surrounding
paddocks and bushland regularly pierced the
tranquillity. On the cottage walls geckos hunted
insects, and a tiny frog of a similar colour lurked
behind a drainpipe. We had daytime Helmeted
Honeyeater and Torresian Crow visitors. An early

morning walk along one side of the receding
Horseshoe Bay Lagoon gave me good sightings of
Magpie Geese and Blue-winged Kookaburras
among the paperbarks. Of the three hilly island
walks we did The Forts track was the most
interesting with its relics of wartime buildings and
excellent views of koalas and from lookout points.

Gubulla Munda Dreaming carpet snake sculpture

Osprey: part of Living Lagoon sculpture Ayr

Obviously, in the time available there was much
we weren’t able to see, not just birdwise. Ingham
and Tyto Wetlands Centre in the north, Bowen at
the southern end, Mount Spec and Bowling Green
Bay National Parks, and the other islands of Dunk,
Orpheus, Hinchinbrook and Bedarra all beckon.
Another time, hopefully.

Green Fleeces
Due to numerous enquiries the "Club" has purchased a further 12 IBOC fleeces available in sizes M, L, XL,
2XL. 5 have already been purchased so there are 7 left for sale. Please see Anne or Joan at the library table
to purchase a high quality fleece with the club logo badge attached for $35.90 (cost price).
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Wednesday Walk 12/8/09 to Tallawarra
18 members including an old past member, Terry
Dunlea, arrived at the Tallawarra Power Station site
on a fine day for a walk along Duck Creek to Lake
Illawarra and around Ash Pond 3 and with the varied
habitats and many sharp eyes we managed to record
some 73 species. Several were added with some
members having lunch by the warm water outlet
with 2 Eastern Osprey sighted, one appearing to be a
juvenile. This was just one of the good number of
raptors sighted and, with the aid of Charlie’s ever
ready camera, an unusual Spotted Harrier was
confirmed. Some also flushed a lone Chestnutbreasted Mannikin and it was good to see that some

Chris Brandis
White-fronted Chats are hanging on around the Lake
wetlands. The warm weather also had a rather large
red-bellied Black Snake slowly cross our path and
we flushed a pair of Rusa Deer that must have come
down from the escarpment.
Access to the area for members at any time is
available by contacting Lloyd Townsend on 0423
840 410 during normal office time and arranging for
a key to the gates to be available from the security
office near the power station. A short induction may
be required and signing in and out to ensure you are
not in trouble will be introduced shortly

Bird List
Black Swan
Australian Wood Duck
Australasian Shoveler
Grey Teal
Chestnut Teal
Pacific Black Duck
Hardhead
Australasian Grebe
Spotted Dove
Crested Pigeon
Australian Darter
Little Pied Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Australian Pelican
Eastern Great Egret
Striated Heron
White-faced Heron
Australian White Ibis
Royal Spoonbill
Yellow-billed Spoonbill
Eastern Osprey
Black Shouldered Kite
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Whistling Kite

Spotted Harrier
Swamp Harrier
Nankeen Kestrel
Brown Falcon
Dusky Moorhen
Black-fronted Dotterel
Masked Lapwing
Caspian Tern
Crested Tern
Galah
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Southern Boobook
Azure Kingfisher
Superb Fairy-wren
Yellow Thornbill
Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Red Wattlebird

Little Wattlebird
White-fronted Chat
New Holland Honeyeater
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Golden Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Olive-backed Oriole
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Eastern Yellow Robin
Golden-headed Cisticola
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Common Myna
Mistletoebird
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin
House Sparrow
White-fronted Chat

CORRECT common names of Australian birds – CHECKLIST !!!
Birds Australia has a checklist of the correct current common names of all Australian birds. This is useful for
members, but particularly when writing up outing reports it will be useful. Two hard copies of the list will soon
be available in the IBOC library, one for reference, one for loan.
The Christidis & Boles 2008 Check List is also available on the IBOC home page http://www.iboc.org.au/
The list can be downloaded for personal use from this site (in .pdf or an Excel spreadsheet):
http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/birds/checklist.html
If you want any help with writing up an outing report, contact committee member
Jill Molan 0439 134 827 or jill.molan@ozemail.com.au

The JOINT CAMPOUT with Birding NSW will be held over the January Long Weekend 2010. It will
be on a private property at Captains Flat. Keep it in mind. More details later from Jill Molan
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VALE – BETTY GIBSON
Long time members of the Club were saddened to
hear of the recent passing of Betty Gibson, on July
4th. Betty was the wife of Doug, through whom the
Club started up after the series of inspiring classes he
ran in 1976 through WEA in Wollongong. During
those early years our Club was very much dependant
on Doug’s guidance and involvement, his contacts
and knowledge, and we were grateful of the support
which Betty gave in encouraging his participation
even though it meant time away from his young
family.
Occasionally Betty and their two girls, Jacqueline
and Terrie, were able to join in some Club activities
and some long time members will remember the
sight of the Gibson family struggling to put up their
new family tent at the Condies Camp like grappling
with an out of control meccano set. Until the girls
moved away from home to further their lives and
education Betty largely remained a behind the scenes
supporter but the Club was grateful for her
willingness to always provide a Christmas cake for
members as part of the supper spread at the end of
our December meeting as a means of showing her
support for the Club and it’s aims and friendships.
Betty nursed Doug caringly through a long illness
and was very appreciative of the friendship and
support which Club members showed through this
difficult time. Following Doug’s passing Betty was
anxious to ensure a continuation of support and
contact with the Bird Club. Not only did this happen
through the direct friendships with many members
but Betty also started attending meetings regularly
and took on the role of issuing the name tags to
members at the entrance door on meeting nights.
After many years in this role Betty found it
increasingly difficult to drive at night and was
eventually forced to relinquish her role and stopped
attending meetings though her interest in the Club
never wavered and she was forever grateful to those
who had contributed to the formation of IBOC and
the time, effort and enthusiasm which had evolved
from the initial fillip of the WEA classes,
particularly to Nola Williams whom she saw as such
a valuable behind the scenes worker in the early
success of the Club and Betty was always saddened
that the Club had failed to fully recognise Nola’s
efforts at the time that Laurie Williams was made a
life member.
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Peter Miller
Betty (nee Brown) was a well known and liked
primary school teacher at Woonona and Bulli
schools and possibly some Club members were
taught or had their children taught by Betty. After
their early days of marriage spent at Redmond
Avenue, Thirroul, Doug and Betty brought an
expansive block at Treetop Glen, Thirroul and built a
lovely home amongst the gum trees with views out
to the ocean. The home had cedar windows of which
the local sulphur crested cockatoos were most
appreciative. Many Club members were welcomed
to their home for both social and scientific
gatherings.
After Doug’s passing, management of the property
caused some concern to Betty as the gum trees were
getting too big to manage and on more than one
occasion sizeable branches were dropped on their
roof and surrounds. I was the only beneficiary as
they provided a ready source of firewood to The
Millers! It took much worry and effort to persuade
Council to allow major pruning and some removals
and eventually this together with maintaining the
property became too much for Betty and she suffered
some serious health problems. The saving grace
during these years had been her, now 5,
grandchildren whom she spent much time looking
after and reaping many hours of pleasure from
sharing their childhood antics and development.
Finally she accepted the need to move to a smaller
property and at this time found it necessary to find
new homes for some of Doug’s bird books many of
which Betty passed on to IBOC and it’s members.
Soon after she moved in, she was able to fulfil a long
held desire to visit her daughter Terrie and family
who had spent many years living overseas in France
and Ireland. Betty travelled to Dublin but health
problems curtailed her activities and on her return
she moved into MacCauley House at Thirroul where
she spent her final 2 years.
Betty never lost her desire to share news of the Bird
Club and was always thrilled at the continuing
growth and strength of the Club, well aware of both
the knowledge which it’s members had learnt and
the friendships which it had encouraged.
We are saddened to have lost both Doug and Betty,
they have been a major artery of IBOC from it’s
inception. Those of us who have shared their
friendship, encouragement and support will always
treasure the interest which they have started in so
many of us as we continue to share the birdlife
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a special club.
Personally I am saddened at the loss, as Betty and
Doug had met my parents back in 1978 when they
visited from the UK and Betty and my mother
became good friends. In later years when my sisters,
nephews and nieces visited Australia Betty always
helped to entertain them and continued to take an
interest in my family. I am particularly grateful to
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Betty for the close friendship, interest and
encouragement she has given to my wife Emily and I
over the last 25 years and we are especially sorry to
lose her. We are left with many happy memories
from a long time friendship, as will be many other
members of IBOC. We send our condolences to her
sister Mildred, and to Jacqueline and Terrie and
their families, who will also be missing this lovely
lady for many years.

BOCA
At the last club meeting the President clarified the situation as regards to BOCA, (Bird Observation &
Conservation Australia) of which our club is a member. BOCA is a relatively new organisation primarily based
in Victoria. The great advantage for us of joining BOCA is that they carry a comprehensive Public Liability
Insurance Policy for all club members. This saves our club some $700 a year. At present though BOCA does
not have a club membership scheme, so three individuals, the President, Secretary and a Committee member
have joined on our behalf. Their joining fee has been paid for by the club. BOCA also have provided details of
bird photographic workshops which they will be running.

AUGUST MEETING – Talk by Roger Truscott
Our guest speaker at the August meeting was Roger
Truscott who spoke to us about his ‘Avian
Adventures in Central America’ with fellow IBOC
member Chris Chafer earlier this year. Their trip
started in Belize, formerly known as the British
colony British Honduras, and Roger showed us some
wonderful video footage, enabling us to enjoy first
hand the way the birds moved and in some cases to
hear their call. Belize is a birdwatcher’s paradise
with lush vegetation and over 500 different species
of native and migratory birds. We were treated to
excellent views of a succession of tropical bird
species such as Tropical Mockingbird, Green
Kingfisher, Acorn Woodpecker, Spectacled Owl and
Swallow-tailed Kite. There was footage of three
Black Vultures tearing at a carcass, and also of a
most endearing Spider Monkey he found in a tree
near to where he was staying. The Oscellated
Turkey was an absolutely spectacular bird, but most
amusing was the handsome Montezuma Oropendola

In Guatemala Roger and Chris went to one of the
largest archaeological sites and urban centres of
Mayan civilization in the lowland rainforest at Tikal.
This was once one of the major cultural and
population centers of Mayan civilization. The
settlement was abandoned at the end of the eleventh
century and not rediscovered until around 1800
having lain undiscovered beneath the jungle for
centuries. The city had no water other than that
collected from rainwater and stored in underground
storage facilities, and it is thought that this reliance
on seasonal rainfall eventually led to its demise.
(Perhaps there is a lesson for us all here!)
I would like to thank Roger for sharing his trip with
us. We look forward to seeing his footage of Panama
when he eventually gets around to editing it.

IBOC Walk at Miss Badgery’s - Sunday 16 August
An early start was the order of the day for 22
enthusiastic bird watchers. Frost was still on the
grass around Berrima at 8am when some of us
arrived. We met at the Wombeyan Caves Road to
travel in convoy to Miss Badgery’s property at the
High Range. Miss Badgery met us at the gate and
arranged to meet us later for lunch.
We drove a good way into her property along a dirt
road through gates and across cattle grids. We had
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Penny Potter

which tips itself upside down, or ‘bows’ when it
calls!

Terry Edwell

spectacularly grand views of mountains and ridges
on our left. Many Austalasian Pipits and Rufous
Songlarks were seen, but identification wasn’t easy
while driving. At the end of the drive we came to
the bush. As we got out of the cars, Eastern Rosellas
and Noisy Miners greeted us
We started walking with wattle flowering
everywhere. Very tall trees with beautifully marked
trunks held lots of hiding birds. We could hear their
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songs so as usual we all bent backwards and
strained our necks to identify White-eared, Whitenaped and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Crimson
Rosellas, Rose Robins, Brown and Striated
Thornbills, Shrike-thrushes. Then morning tea was
enjoyed .While walking back, some of us had good
sightings of a Rock Warbler and a Spotted Quailthrush. We then drove back to another section of the
property where Miss Badgery, who is a very good 87
year old, joined us for lunch. The whole property
needs rain. In some sections the grass is quite green,
but most of the creeks are dry.

We didn’t see a lot of birds in this section. There
was some water lying in the creek bed which
attracted some Red-browed Finches and thornbills.
Noisy Miners were prevalent and could account for
the lack of other birds. We saw a Grey Currawong
being shunned by a Pied Currawong. There were
lots of wombat burrows throughout this field along
with a couple of dead wombats
It was a very enjoyable day and very kind of Miss
Badgery to allow us to have our walk there. It’s
wonderful to have the opportunity to visit other bird
habitats. Thanks to Betty, at this busy time for her,
for organizing our walk

Bird List
Australian Wood Duck
Grey Teal
Crested Pigeon
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Nankeen Kestel
Masked Lapwing
Australian King-Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Laughing Kookaburra
Superb Lyrebird
White-throated Treecreeper
Red-browed Treecreeper
Satin Bowerbird
Rockwarbler
White-browed Scrubwren
Striated Thornbill

Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
Bell Miner
Noisy Miner
Red Wattlebird
White-naped Honeyeater
Noisy Friarbird
Spotted Quail-thrush
Eastern Whipbird
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Golden Whistler – E Race
Rufous Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Butcherbird

MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS-AUGUST 2009

Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Currawong
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Red-capped Robin
Rose Robin
Pale-yellow Robin
Rufous Songlark
Welcome Swallow
Tree Martin
Red-browed Finch
Australasian Pipit

Compiled by Martin Cocker

SPECIES

No

DATE

LOCATION

HABITAT

OBSERVER

Brown Quail

2

07-Aug

Excelsior, Thirroul

Grass/scrub

Mike Morphett

Bar-shouldered Dove

1

05-Aug

Greenwell Point

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Black-browed Albatross

1

18-Jul

Off Bass Point

Ocean

Lorraine Pincus

Black-browed Albatross
Wedge-Tailed
Shearwater
Australasian Darter

1

01-Aug

Off Coniston Beach

Coastal

Joan Zealey

1

18-Jul

Off Bass Point

Ocean

Lorraine Pincus

5

25-Jul

Greenwell Point

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Australasian Darter

2

05-Aug

Greenwell Point

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Australasian Darter

6

09-Aug

Korrongulla Swamp, Primbee

Swamp

Martin Cocker

Australasian Darter

1

23-Jul

Lake Illawarra Estuary

Estuarine

Carlos Sanchez

Australasian Darter

2

10-Aug

Macquarie Rivulet

Creek side

Carlos Sanchez

White-necked Heron

3

25-Jul

Jaspers Brush

Paddock

Nigel Jackett

White-necked Heron

1

07-Aug

Moss Vale Rd, Kangaroo Valley

Paddock

White-necked Heron

2

09-Aug

Foxground

Paddock

White-necked Heron

1

17-Aug

Berry Area

Paddock

Nigel Jackett
Terry Edwell/
Betty Hudson
Carlos Sanchez
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Eastern Great Egret

13

25-Jul

Greenwell Point

Mangrove

Nigel Jackett

Cattle Egret

30

18-Jul

Woonona

Playing Fields

IBOC

Striated Heron

1

05-Aug

Greenwell Point

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Striated Heron

1

10-Aug

Macquarie Rivulet

Creek side

Carlos Sanchez

Little Egret

8

25-Jul

Greenwell Point

Mangrove

Nigel Jackett

Little Egret

20

11-Aug

East Woonona

Paddock

Mike Morphett

Eastern Reef Egret

1

11-Jul

Killalea SRA

Coastal

Chris Chafer

Eastern Osprey

1

25-Jul

Greenwell Point

Mangrove

Nigel Jackett

Black-shouldered Kite

1

05-Aug

Greenwell Point

Overhead

Nigel Jackett

Pacific Baza
White-bellied SeaEagle
Whistling Kite

1

05-Aug

Keoghs Rd, Kangaroo Valley

Forest

Nigel Jackett

2

25-Jul

Greenwell Point

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Pair

02-Aug

Windang Estuary-Surf Club

Pine Trees

Martin Cocker

Brown Goshawk

2

09-Aug

Killalea SP

Coastal Parkland

Carlos Sanchez

Collared Sparrowhawk
Collared Sparrowhawk
Grey Goshawk

1
1
1

30-Jul
03-Aug
01-Aug

Tarrawanna
Jamberoo
Primbee

Bush/Paddock
Garden
Bush/Lakeside

Terrill Nordstrom
Elizabeth Hudson
Charles Dove

Grey Goshawk

1

17-Aug

Bomaderry Creek

Bush

Carlos Sanchez

Spotted Harrier

1

12-Aug

Tallawarra Ash Ponds

Bush

IBOC

Swamp Harrier

2

15-Aug

Coomonderry Swamp

Swamp

IBOC

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

30-Jul

Coolangatta Mountain

Woodland

Nigel Jackett

Wedge-tailed Eagle

2

07-Aug

Budderoo National Park

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Wedge-tailed Eagle

1

22-Jul

Byarong Park (Mt. Keira)

Forest-Overhead

Carlos Sanchez

Brown Falcon

1

01-Aug

Coolangatta Road, Far Meadow

Bush/Paddock

Nigel Jackett

Brown Falcon

1

15-Aug

Coomonderry Swamp

Bush/Paddock

IBOC

Australian Hobby

1

15-Aug

Coomonderry Swamp

Bush/Paddock

IBOC

Australian Hobby

1

02-Aug

Pine Trees

Martin Cocker

Lewin's Rail

1

26-Jul

Roadside

IBOC

Pied Oystercatcher

7

25-Jul

Windang Estuary-Surf Club
Cordeaux Road Mt. Kembla
(Roadkill)
Greenwell Point

Rocky Foreshore

Nigel Jackett

Black-winged Stilt

3

25-Jul

Berry's Canal

Wetland

Nigel Jackett

Black-fronted Dotterel

3

23-Jul

Estuarine

Carlos Sanchez

Grey-tailed Tattler

2

25-Jul

Estuarine

Nigel Jackett

Common Greenshank

1

23-Jul

Why Juck Bay, Lake Illawarra
Comerong Island Ferry, Berry's
Canal
Why Juck Bay, Lake Illawarra

Estuarine

Carlos Sanchez

Painted Button-quail

1

18-Aug

Mt. Keira Ken Ausburn Track

Forest

Carlos Sanchez

White-fronted Tern
Yellow-tailed Blackcockatoo
Yellow-tailed BlackCockatoo
Gang-gang Cockatoo

1

09-Aug

Minnamurra Spit

Estuarine

Carlos Sanchez

16

07-Aug

Budderoo National Park

Bush

Nigel Jackett

16

08-Aug

Excelsior, Thirroul

Residential

Mike Morphett

2

02-Aug

Bulli Tops

Bush

Terrill Nordstrom

Musk Lorikeet

3

30-Jul

Coolangatta Mountain

Woodland

Nigel Jackett

Musk Lorikeet

6+

01-Aug

Coolangatta Road, Far Meadow

Bush/Paddock

Nigel Jackett

Ground Parrot

1

25-Jul

Heath/Bush

Nikolas Haass

Barking Owl

1

25-Jul

Barren Grounds Nature Reserve
Barren Grounds Nature Reserve (
Possible call )

Heath/Bush

Nikolas Haass

1

24-Jul

Irvines Rd, Kangeroo Val

Rainforest

Carla Jackett

1

29-Jul

Ken Ausburn Track, Mt. Keira

Forest

Carlos Sanchez

Red-browed
Treecreeper
Green Catbird
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Southern Emu-wren

1

25-Jul

Barren Grounds Nature Reserve

Heath/Bush

Nikolas Haass

Eastern Bristlebird

1

25-Jul

Barren Grounds Nature Reserve

Heath/Bush

Nikolas Haass

Eastern Bristlebird

5

07-Aug

Budderoo National Park

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Eastern Bristlebird

1

07-Aug

Barren Grounds Nature Reserve

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Pilotbird

1

07-Aug

Barren Grounds Nature Reserve

Bush

Nigel Jackett

Rockwarbler

2

06-Aug

Tallowa Dam Rd, Kangaroo Valley

Forest

Nigel Jackett

Fuscous Honeyeater
White-plumed
Honeyeater
Scarlet Honeyeater

1

30-Jul

Coolangatta Mountain

Woodland

Nigel Jackett

14

01-Aug

Warilla Grove Shops

Park

Charles Dove

5+

30-Jul

Coolangatta Mountain

Woodland

Nigel Jackett

1

05-Aug

Greenwell Point

Bush

Nigel Jackett

8

25-Jul

West Nowra

Woodland

Nigel Jackett

2

24-Jul

Irvines Road, Kangeroo Vaalley

Rainforest

Carla Jackett

2

26-Jul

Mt. Kembla Ringtrack

Rainforest

IBOC

Logrunner

1

24-Jul

Woonona Escarpment

Rainforest

Wal Emery

Logrunner

1

24-Jul

Grevillea Park, Bulli

Rainforest

Wal Emery

Logrunner
Logrunner
Varied Sittella

Pair
3
1

29-Jul
25-Jul
15-Aug

Bulli Escarpment
Slackey Flat, Bulli
Coomonderry Swamp

Rainforest
Rainforest
Bush

Wal Emery
Tom & Joan Wylie
IBOC

Crested Shrike-tit

1

Irvines Road, Kangeroo Vaalley

Rainforest

Carla Jackett

Crested Shrike-tit

2

Excelsior, Thirroul

Forest

Mike Morphett

Figbird

5m, 2 fm

24-Jul
01-Jun08
09-Aug

Primbee

Garden Birdbath

Ron Imisedes

Restless Flycatcher

1

19-Jul

Hooka Point

Bush

Chris Chafer

Jacky Winter

2

05-Aug

Bush

Sheila Emery

Rose Robin

1

06-Aug

Forest

Carlos Sanchez

Rose Robin

2

17-Aug

Bangalee Reserve, Nowra
Rainforest Section, Wollongong
Botanical Gardens
Bomaderry Creek

Bush

Carlos Sanchez

Reed-warbler

1

09-Aug

Korrongulla Swamp, Primbee

Swamp

Bassian Thrush

1

09-Aug

Upper Foxground

Garden

Bassian Thrush

2

14-Aug

Mt. Keira Ken Ausburn Track

Forest

Martin Cocker
Terry Edwell /
Betty Hudson
Carlos Sanchez

Common Blackbird

1

26-Jul

Harry Graham Figtree

Parkland

Joan Zealey

Scarlet Honeyeater
Brown-headed
Honeyeater
Logrunner
Logrunner

Common Blackbird

1

07-Aug

Excelsior, Thirroul

Woodland

Mike Morphett

Mistletoebird

1

30-Jul

Coolangatta Mountain

Woodland

Nigel Jackett

Beautiful Firetail

1

25-Jul

Barren Grounds Nature Reserve

Heath/Bush

Nikolas Haass

of records flooding in from you all and some good sightings of early spring and summer migrants. Here is
the full list as processed by me, a selection of the unusual and interesting will appear in the Newsletter. Many
thanks for all your records! Please send in your sightings to cocker@speedlink.com.au and don’t forget that
these lists are on our website www.iboc.org.au. Good Birding!

Lots

Nomination Forms for Positions on 2010 Committee
These forms are included on the last page of this newsletter to allow time for completed nomination forms to
reach the Secretary no later than midday on Monday 19th October 2009. These can be posted to the club mailbox
or emailed to the Secretary.
If no nomination forms are received for a position, then nominations will be called from the floor of the Annual
General Meeting on 9th November 2009.
The positions to be elected are President; Vice-president; Secretary, Treasurer and 4 Committee Members.
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NSW and ACT Twitchathon - 31 October – I November 2009
Proceeds to go to the BASNA’s contribution to the Important Bird Area project.
This year’s Twitchathon aims to raise money to assist in the management of the far western NSW Important Bird Areas.
Money is needed to establish a fund that will contribute to the cost of setting up appropriate monitoring sites and
methodologies and to establish monitoring regimes at each IBA. In addition the money may be used to provide funds to
volunteers to cover the cost of fuel and other essential items, so that they will be prepared to travel out to these locations on
a regular basis to survey and monitor the sites. BASNA hopes to involve bird clubs in the eastern part of the State in
assisting in the monitoring project. These IBA sites include some of the Paroo River lakes, some of the ephemeral lakes
around Tibooburra, and the various reserves of the far west that sample the different habitats of the plains and mountain
ranges of the Region that provide habitat for Bourke’s Parrot, various Grass-wrens, Quail-thrushes and Babblers, not to
mention Freckled Ducks and migratory shorebirds and indigenous waders like Inland Dotterals and Banded Stilts.

To join the Twitchathon Contact Pixie at the BASNA Office for your 2009 Twitchathon Kit
1.
2.

3.

Contact Pixie at the BASNA Office for your 2009 Twitchathon Kit
Form a team with two or even a dozen friends and family and go birdwatching over this October weekend. You
can travel anywhere in NSW and/or the ACT. See how many species of birds your team can find from 4 pm
Saturday 31 October to 4 pm Sunday 1 November 2009.
Get sponsors. In the weeks before this event, persuade family and friends to sponsor you so many cents or even
dollars for each species your team sees. You just need either lots of little sponsorships or a few big ones!

There are prizes for the most species seen by two winning teams in the Main Race and the Champagne Race Sections, as
well as prizes for the most money raised, the rarest bird seen by an individual, and prizes for children. There are also prizes
to the team that sees the most birds in the shortest distance travelled, providing that they see over 180 species in the Main
Race and 130 species in the Champagne.
So don’t think that you have to be an A class birdwatcher to take part. Whichever method you chose for your Twitchathon –
the laid back (ie the Champagne Race), the deadly serious, or the donor only version, remember it is all about educating
others into the importance of nature conservation, particularly the conservation of Australian birds.
Alan Morris Twitchathon Co-ordinator (For Birds Australia, Southern NSW & ACT)
Tel: 02 9647 1033 Fax: 02 9647 2030
Email Birds Australia - Sydney
E-mail: basna@birdsaustralia.com.au

Cape York, 2010 !!
Neil Wheway
Because of the interested number of people on the reserve list for the Cape York trip, I contacted the tour
company for their view. They have suggested that when a first tour finishes, a second tour in the reverse
direction will be possible
First tour dates are -- 28th August- 10th September - $3000.00 each.
Second tour dates - 12th September- 25 September - $3000.00 each.
At present 27 people have their names down. This would mean 13 on one tour 14 on another. If anyone else
wishes to come, please let me know before or at the September meeting. The names may then be adjusted for
tours.
The tour operators want firm commitments by the end of September 2009 so they can organise flights for the
first tour from Cairns-Horn Island and if there is enough interest in the second tour, then Horn Island-Cairns.
Obtaining these flights is a priority.
A deposit of $250 is required: $200 for air fare and $50 for the tour. A booking form needs to be completed.
This can be found at www.outbacktracktours.com.au disregard the camp stretcher fee, and single people
disregard single tent fee. Please DO NOT send any forms or money to the tour company. The working group
will collect them and they will be all sent together. Remember you are responsible for getting to and from Cairns
and for any accommodation whilst in Cairns. Any more information or questions please phone me on H
42613230 – M 0409999394
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Baradine Camp 25th October to 1st November 2009
Camp Cypress Lachlan St. Baradine

Travel from Wollongong via Blue Mtns/ Bathurst or Goulburn/Cowra to Dubbo and then on the Newell Hwy to
Coonabarabran. From there take the Scenic Rd 2 to Baradine. Camp Cypress is at Baradine Showground in
Lachlan St. Due to the distance to travel you will need to plan an overnight stay on your journey. If you have
not already booked a cabin or camping/caravan site you will need to contact Camp Cypress on 02 6843 1035.
Note that the cabins do not have full cooking facilities, only basics such as jug, toaster, microwave & fridge.
There is a BBQ located outside and meals can be purchased at reasonable prices from the dining hall on 24hrs
notice. If you need an evening meal on your arrival you will need to contact Camp Cypress nearer the time and
place your order. Any further details can be had by contacting Betty Hudson or consulting the March Newsletter
Please advise Betty Hudson on 4236 0307 if you are coming and have not already done so.
Illawarra Bird Observers Club Inc
NOMINATION FOR OFFICE BEARERS - 2010
The AGM will be held at the November meeting and nominations are invited for the following positions:
President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary and Committee members (4).
Nominations should be received in writing by the Secretary 7 days prior to the meeting.
**This year nominations are requested by 19th October as the Secretary will be away prior to
the meeting**
Position: _____________________________________
Members
Signature:__________________________________

Name:_________________________________________

Nominated by: _________________________________
______________

Signature: __________________________________

Date:

Seconded by: _________________________________
_____________

Signature: __________________________________

Date:

IMPORTANT NOTE: All other positions are also available but these are not Committee
positions and nominations are not required.
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Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

Photo Charles Dove
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WADER COUNT – Sunday 8

November 2009
nd

November 8.30 am. at Windang. Leader – Martin Cocker.
Meet in the carpark under the pines. All welcome. Come and hone your wader identification skills.
Bring your morning tea.

CLUB MEETING Monday 9th November - 7.30pm, Fairy Meadow Community Hall – IBOC’s
Annual General Meeting Reports, Finances, Elections etc . Long time club member Ron Imisides
will be the Presenter for the evening. You are also invited to bring a plate of goodies for supper, and
your cup too.

MID-WEEK WALK Wednesday 11th November Mt Keira Scout Camp – Leader: Joan Wylie
Meet at the Scout Camp off Mt Keira Road at 8.30am. Bring your morning tea. Contact Joan and Tom
on 4284 2051or mobile 0407 268 279.

MONTHLY OUTING: Saturday 14th November - Various Locations Botany Bay National Park
– Leader: Betty Hudson
Meet in the car park of Solander Playing Fields, immediately west of Cronulla-Sutherland Leagues
Club, Captain Cook Drive Woolooware at 8.00am.
From Wollongong travel along the Princes Hwy towards Sydney from Sutherland, turn right at The
Boulevard, Kirrawee, which then becomes Captain Cook Drive. After a roundabout at the junction with
South Gammons Road, pass the next traffic lights and the entrance and parking area is immediately on
the left. Bring a morning tea, and lunch which will be eaten by the cars
Contact Betty Hudson on 4236 0307 or 0432 892 945.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING Monday 19th November at 7.30pm at Tom and Joan Wylie’s
home, 4 Daphne Street, Bellambi. Phone 4284 2051
December 2009 Newsletter Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Friday 23rd November
Email your contributions to the editor: cashman5@bigpond.com. or post them to 5 Madden Street, Fernhill 2519

ADDITIONAL OUTING Tallawarra Ash Ponds - Sunday 29th November Leader: Chris Brandis
Meet at the small car park about 300m down the road to Tallawarra from the old highway at 8.30am sharp.. We
may have to move the cars into the ash ponds area, so those who are late will be locked out. This is a half day
walk around the ash pond area and the new service track by Duck Creek. Bring morning tea.
Contact Chris Brandis on 4296 2837

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10.
Please pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.
WELCOME to Wendy Nielsen and Meryl Bradford who joined the club recently: Nice to have you.
BASNA Waders Identification Workshop - Saturday 7 November at Birds Australia Discovery
Centre 8.45am to 3pm Free Contact Pixie on 9647 1033 or at basna@birdsaustralia.com.au

Bendy Beaks !

John Cashman

As a variation to the Bird of the Month talks, Martin
Cocker spoke and showed pictures of an unusual
phenomenon called Rhynchokinesis. Rhynchokinesis
is only known in cranes, shorebirds, swifts and
hummingbirds. It is the ability possessed by some
birds to flex or bend their upper beak or mandible.
Weird ! These birds can either bend their upper
mandible upwards at the tip end, or downwards so

that while the tips of each mandible touch, a gap
opens around midpoint between the mandibles. How
the birds use this ability is not known, though it has
been suggested that it may have something to do
with helping the bird’s radar/hearing when seeking
food.
More common than Rhynchokinesis is
Prokinesis in which the upper mandible moves at a
point where it is hinged to the bird’s skull.
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Birds in Spring around Berry
“What are we stopping for?” asked one of the kids in
the back seat. I pointed to the ginger horse in the
paddock. On its back stood an Australian Raven
sporting what appeared to be a large bushy ginger
moustache. Seemingly oblivious to the abuse its
body was receiving the horse grazed happily on
while the Raven systematically tugged hair from its
mane and tail. By the time he had a beakful the
Raven did indeed sport a very fetching moustache!
Watching the birds antics kept us all amused for
several minutes until one of the kids asked “Where
are we going now?”
As we drove off and climbed the bends of Berry
Mountain I was asked another question “Are we
there yet?” To entertain the kids I told them why
October was such a great month for birdwatching.
“It’s spring and birds are easy to see and hear
because they are busy and too distracted to worry
about us birders as they go about their courting,
collecting nesting material and looking after
demanding kids!”
At Cambewarra Lookout the kids ran around
exploring while I gratefully sipped a latte. Almost
immediately a magnificent Wedge-tailed Eagle
‘whooshed’ into view. Another slowly circled in the
sky not so far away. The first one gave us patrons a
reckless impersonation of one of those stomachchurning fun-fair roller coasters. Intent on
impressing its mate it climbed high in the sky where
it tucked in its wings and hurtled earthwards until
just before the tree canopy when it would pull back
the flaps and shoot skyward again. As it reached the
point where gravity finally conquered motion it
would tip, briefly hang in the air and then hurtle
earthward again. Utterly entranced I returned to my
cold latte to be interrupted by one of the kids asking
‘Can we go to Maccas?’
As they munched their way through their ‘Maccas’ I
told them about the Bush Stone Curlew that Alan
Henigan had emailed me about earlier. He had heard

Bob Ashford
the birds calling just above his house in Sabal Close.
Bush Stone Curlews used to be found in the
Shoalhaven but are now virtually extinct. Feigning
great interest one of the kids asked “Can we get an
ice cream?”
Pushing on I explained that the birds live and breed
in woodlands where foxes find them easily and had
virtually wiped them out so that in the last 50 years
only a handful of them had been reported in the
Shoalhaven. Phil Craven, of National Parks and
Wildlife in Nowra, had called me to find out the
exact location Alan had heard them. He explained
that Alan had probably heard the bird’s courting calls
and he wanted to play back a tape of these calls to
check if they were still there. He was very excited
about the possibilities of Bush Stone Curlews being
back near Berry. Between chips one of kids asked
“Can we go to the beach?”
On the beach at Shoalhaven Heads each kid peered
in turn through my telescope as I pointed out the
different species of waders that could be seen. The
little Red-capped Plovers chased hoppers and flies
on the surface and the large long-billed Bar-tailed
Godwits probed deep in the sand for worms. I told
them that the Bar-tailed Godwits breed in the
Russian Arctic and Alaska and come here to rest and
fatten up ready for their next breeding season. To get
here some undertake the longest single-flight overwater migration in the bird world. Some fly direct
from Alaska to New Zealand, a distance of 11,000
kilometres non-stop. The ones on the beach fly nonstop from the Yellow Sea in China, over 7,000
kilometres. If the winds were kind they could cover
the distance in 6 – 7 days and they would lose half
their body weight by the time they arrived. No Stop,
Revive, Survive. No MacDonald’s. Just 7,000
kilometres in one unbelievable effort!
A voice from the back seat called as we pulled away
from the beach ‘Can we get a drink?’

October Meeting :Graham Barwell and Albatrosses
Graham gave members at the October meeting an
interesting, historical and thoughtful presentation on
‘The Albatross through the Ages.’ Graham gave us
plenty of information and images of albatrosses, the
different types, breeding areas, distribution, and
problems that human beings can cause them. Yet in
many ways the focus of Graham’s presentation was
on the way human ’s have reacted to albatrosses.
The English privateer, Sir Richard Hawkins was one
of the first to describe an albatross in the late 1500s,

John Cashman

while the first drawing of an albatross appeared in
George Edward’s Natural History of Birds in 1747.
Sydney Parkinson drew an albatross on James
Cook’s first voyage. Cook’s company caught,
cooked and ate an albatross, boiling it in seawater,
then fresh water and served with a savoury sauce.
Joseph Banks noted that the NZ Maori women often
wore items of albatross down, and the men wore
their feathers. The albatross became part of Maori
folklore and also part of Maori decoration.
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Some were wonderfully impressed by these mighty
birds. Herman Melville, of Moby Dick fame, wrote
of them in 1851, as ‘a regal feathery thing,
unspotted, as Abraham before the angels. I bow…,’
but for others the bird was for sport. They shot and
blasted away at every albatross that ventured near.
Indeed hunting albatrosses grew in the late 19th
Century. A large trade developed in albatross down,
and other body parts. The Sabroan, an immigrant
vessel (later moored off Balmain as a training vessel
for delinquent boys) carried taxidermists to stuff the
shot albatrosses. Hunting the birds grew so much
that some species were in danger of extinction.
From initial interest, appreciation and food, man
turned to use them for sport and exploitation.
There were protests. Samuel Coleridge’s ‘Rime of
the Ancient Marriner’ was published in 1798 and an
illustrated edition with the shot albatross hanging
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round the gunman’s neck was published in 1837.
Graham thinks this poem greatly helped to present
another view of the albatross. By the early 20th
Century several laws and treaties were passed to
protect albatrosses, but then new threats emerged
from long line fishing.
Doug Gibson, the inspiration for our club, was also
very active on behalf of albatrosses, and study
groups to monitor and protect them were formed.
Wollongong is important to the birds, as squid mate
just offshore and provide food for them. The NSW
Albatross study group (formed in 1954), SOSSA, a
big poster, stamps commemorating them, an
International Treaty in 2004, some recent books
published on albatrosses, and pelagic tours have all
contributed to a growing awareness of these
wonderful birds. Thanks to Graham’s presentation,
he also did that for us.

Robertson Lookout Walk Report - 14 October 09
Eleven participants assembled at the start of Queen
Elizabeth Drive, Mt Keira on an overcast, slightly
windy morning. A few regular faces were absent,
probably on school holidays child minding duties.
Two Topnot Pigeons feeding on cabbage tree palm
berries gave reason to pause, and respite from the
steep climb to the top of the escarpment. As we
proceeded along the level track the first bird to
attract attention was the Shining Bronze Cuckoo
followed up by the Black-faced Monarch and the
Leaden Flycatcher, all heralding the arrival of the
summer migrants, although the cooler weather did
not support this. A variety of flowers were evident
along the way, with a clump of a dozen or so
waratahs drawing special interest.
The lookout provided a panoramic view to the east
and south, with the relatively calm seas around the
Five Islands showing no evidence of the tragic drama
which had unfolded there a few days earlier.

Wal Emery

Morning tea was taken at the picnic table,
unfortunately in full view of the graffiti covered
National Parks information board. Off again to the
point of no return where the track descends 100 steps
to the rainforest. A group decision was made at this
point to walk out to the road and make our way back
to the cars.
Superb Fairy-wrens and Rufous
Whistlers were sighted along the way but in general
the birds seemed to be keeping their heads down in
the shelter of the heath. Nerida’s keen eyes
discovered a Grey Fantail’s nest as we descended the
steps. This explained why the birds had been
hanging around the spot both coming and going. In
total 29 species were recorded despite the adverse
conditions.
Thanks to Chris Cartledge for compiling the bird list
and to all those whose company added to the
enjoyment of the morning.

Sightings Robertson Lookout Mt Keira – Mid-week Walk 14 Oct 2009
Wonga Pigeon
Topknot Pigeon
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Rainbow Lorikeet
Australian King-Parrot
Crimson Rosella
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Laughing Kookaburra

Superb Lyrebird
Superb Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Thornbill
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin's Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Little Wattlebird
Eastern Whipbird
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

Golden Whistler
Rufous Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Leaden Flycatcher
Black-faced Monarch
Eastern Yellow Robin
Red-browed Finch
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Outing to Bent’s Basin and Cobbity - 10th October 2009
After days of gale force winds and rain, the morning
dawned sunny and almost windless, if cold, on the
outing to Bent’s Basin and Cobbity. When we
arrived at Bent’s Basin, which one member
described as a ‘birding paradise’, our leader Jim
Dixon from the Cumberland Bird Observers Club
was ready to take us around this unusual basinshaped water hole in the Nepean River and introduce
us to the myriad birds there. We were regaled from
the time we parked our cars with the song of Scarlet
Honeyeaters feeding on the eucalypt blossom, while
a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles wheeled low overhead.
Later on the walk, Azure Kingfishers showed
themselves in full view, and fished in front of us.
Sacred Kingfishers were also busy nearby and Bell
Miners called incessantly.
We moved on to the farm in Cobbity, a private
property that Jim had organised access to, where we
had lunch before walking around the property. Here
a colony of Bell Miners were also calling. We
enjoyed fine views of Double-barred Finches, more

Jill Molan

Azure Kingfishers and also Dollarbirds. Satisfied
with our day’s birding, we did a bird list for the day,
but Jim then also offered to take us to one more
private property, a retirement complex with large
grounds, if we were interested. We were eager.
Here, in addition to more Bell Miners, we had the
excitement of seeing two Great Crested Grebes quite
close and in wonderful breeding plumage, a first for
some. Two Black Swans were feeding with seven
cygnets in tow, while an Australian Hobby chased a
Welcome Swallow over the lake again and again
without success. While the Hobby looked faster, the
Swallow had the better manoeverability and eluded it
each time. At the end of a wonderful day we had
toted up some great sightings and 88 species. Of
interest, we did not see a Jacky Winter which had
been there last winter. Thanks to Jim for leading the
club on this terrific outing. We hope we can have a
winter walk in this area and see the difference in the
species that occur in the different season.

Bird Sightings at Bent’s Basin, a Farm in Cobbity and Carrington Retirement Complex
Brown Quail
B
Little Corella
F
Noisy Friarbird
B
Black Swan
C+7 young Rainbow Lorikeet
B
Eastern Whipbird
B
Hardhead
F
Crimson Rosella
F
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike BF
Australian Wood Duck
B
Eastern Rosella
BFC
Golden Whistler
B
Pacific Black Duck
BF
Red-rumped Parrot
B C
Rufous Whistler
BF
Australasian Grebe
FC
Channel-billed Cuckoo
BF
Grey Shrike-thrush
C
Great Crested Grebe
C
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
B
Grey Butcherbird
BF
Spotted Dove
C
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
B
Magpie-lark
BF
Crested Pigeon
FC
Azure Kingfisher
BFC
Australian Magpie
BF
Peaceful Dove
F
Laughing Kookaburra
BFC
Grey Fantail
BF
Wonga Pigeon
B
Sacred Kingfisher
BF
Willie Wagtail
BF
Australasian Darter
FC
Dollarbird
F
Australian Raven
BF
Little Pied Cormorant
B C
White-throated Treecreeper B
Leaden Flycatcher
B
Great Cormorant
B
Superb Fairy-wren
BFC
Restless Flycatcher
F
Little Black Cormorant
BFC
Weebill
B
Eastern Yellow Robin
B
Australian Pelican
C
White-throated Gerygone
BF
Golden-headed Cisticola
C
Eastern Great Egret
FC
Striated Thornbill
B
Little Grassbird
C
Cattle Egret
B
Yellow Thornbill
F
Clamorous Reed-Warbler
C
White-faced Heron
F
Brown Thornbill
BF
Silvereye
B
Masked Lapwing
BF
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
BF
Welcome Swallow
FC
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
B
Spotted Pardalote
BF
Fairy Martin
B
Grey Goshawk
F
Striated Pardalote
F
Red-whiskered Bulbul
B C
Wedge-tailed Eagle
B
Eastern Spinebill
B
Common Blackbird
C
Nankeen Kestrel
BF
Lewin’s Honeyeater
B
Common Starling
BFC
Australian Hobby
B C
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
B
Common Myna
FC
Purple Swamphen
C
White-plumed Honeyeater
F
Zebra Finch
F
Bell Miner
BFC
Double-barred Finch
F
Dusky Moorhen
nesting FC
Galah
BFC
Noisy Miner
BFC
Red-browed Finch
BF
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
F
Little wattlebird
C
Long-billed Corella
BF
Scarlet Honeyeater
BF
B=Bent’s Basin
F=Farm in Cobbity
C=Carrington Retirement Complex
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Report for Mt Kembla Walk - 18.October
On a wet cloudy morning eight hardy members
arrived at Mount Kembla Lookout to find themselves
in the clouds. It was decided that taking the steps
down on the ring track was not a good option, so
instead we walked back along the road to the start of
Windy Gully. There was plenty of bird activity along
with a Rufous Fantail sighted. Along Windy Gully a
Green Catbird was seen as well as Bassian Thrushes,
a Black-faced Monarch and Wonga Pigeon. Part way
along the track we met Charles walking back
towards us. He had seen very little and reported a
large tree down further along. By now the rain
Bird List

Betty Hudson
seemed to have settled in so a decision was taken to
make our way back to the cars, with Martin &
Alistair going on to the dam. Bassian Thrushes must
enjoy the damp as two more were seen on the road
back. Arriving at the cars a Superb Lyrebird was
spotted scurrying across the grassy area by the car
park before crossing the road in a great rush of feet
and wings, just as Alistair reappeared having come
up the steps. At 10.30 pm we left for home having
had a good walk, plenty of fresh, if wet, air and seen
26 species of birds.

26 species sighted

Brown Cuckoo-Dove
Wonga Pigeon
Galah
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
White-throated Treecreeper
Superb Lyrebird
Green Catbird

Satin Bowerbird
Superb Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Large–billed Scrubwren
Brown Thornbill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Little Wattlebird
Eastern Whipbird
Golden Whistler

Grey Shrike-thrush
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Rufous Fantail
Grey Fantail
Black-faced Monarch
Eastern Yellow Robin
Bassian Thrush

Report on the September 2009 BIGnet meeting at Mittagong
The meeting was hosted by the newly formed
Southern HiBOC club, which has now about 20
members in the Southern Highlands area, and
attended by Club members Jill Molan, Martin
Cocker and myself being held in the Mittagong RSL
Club. BOCAs’ John Barkla, a successful business
manager, gave an update on the situation at BOCA to
reduce losses and modernise the business without
affecting services, some of which will affect IBOC
who are affiliated for PL Insurance cover. As Birds
Australia are also feeling the economic down turn it
is pleasing to hear that both groups are looking to
prevent duplication and improve collaboration on
projects such as a joint data base project based on the
Bird Atlas. Some of the conservation concerns of
some of the other clubs were discussed as well as
some of the proposed NSW legislation that may
affect birding.
The new manager of the Important Bird Areas,
Cheryl Gole from WA, reported on the next stage of
the project including the promotion and monitoring
of the IBA specific species or the habitat in the IBA.
It was expected that this monitoring would be picked

Chris Brandis

up by clubs so that even areas in the far west would
be covered by a consistent program methodology
that is acceptable to Bird Life International.
Volunteers welcome.
On Sunday some attended breakfast with the birds on
the Box Vale track before the Sunday morning
session which discussed invasive or over abundant
bird species, trying to improve the cooperation
between clubs on common conservation issues, the
proposed allocation of twitchathon monies to the
IBA monitoring project so that clubs or individuals
can get some financial assistance to carry out the
monitoring as well as a few other concerns affecting
clubs.
It is always interesting to see how other clubs
operate and how they have overcome their problems
and to meet those in the birding fraternity around the
state. There is always an open invitation for those
interested in representing our Club at these biannual
meetings that are held around the state, the next one
being in Sydney and the one after that could be in the
Baradine area.

The 2011 BA Campout will be held at the heritage property, Scotsdale, and hosted by the Canberra Ornithologist
Group.
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Launch of ‘Birds of the Illawarra’ brochure

Penny Potter

James Cook –Tourism Wollongong, Martin Cocker - IBOC, Jason Welsh – IMB
Photo Charles Dove
Thirty-two club members attended the launch of the
‘Birds of the Illawarra’ brochure at the new Altitude
1148 Restaurant, Southern Gateway Information
Centre on Saturday 17 October. We were joined by
our sponsor Mr Jason Welsh of Fairy Meadow IMB
and also by Mr James Cook of Tourism Wollongong.
A bright sunny day allowed spectacular views across
the Illawarra from this excellent new tourist facility
which most of us were seeing for the first time; it
really does the Illawarra proud and is well worth a
visit if you haven’t seen it already.

proof readers and photographers. Also thanks are
due to Martin Cocker who gave an excellent speech
befitting the occasion. It was a great team effort and
we can be proud of the result.

I would like to thank everyone for their support and
encouragement in producing the brochure and in
particular Chris Brandis for his technical expertise,
Charles Dove for the beautiful design, and all the

We Club members wish to heartily thank Penny for
all her work from the first application for a grant
from IMB right through until now when we have an
excellent finished brochure to enjoy and distribute.

Finally, many members have kindly taken copies of
the brochure for distribution to local community
organisations and libraries etc. If you are doing this
could you please let me know who you have
distributed them to so that I can cross them off my
mailing list.

IBOC Newsletter
As mentioned previously, your Committee has been
looking at the various options to enhance the look of
the IBOC Newsletter. Various suggestions and
formats have been considered. The Newsletter is an
important part of the benefits that members receive
and for members, who may not be able to play an
active part in Club activities, it is a key resource in
keeping up to date with birding matters and club
activities. The Newsletter is also the public face of

Martin Cocker
our Club and is an important promotional tool for the
Club and promoting interest in birding. In my view
we can be justifiably proud of the quality and
frequency of the publication. However, like all
publications, taste and expectations change and the
appearance and layout can become dated and less
appealing to current and potential members.
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With this in mind that the Committee is considering
alternative layouts and presentation styles. We are
very fortunate to have members who have a lifetime
of skills and experience in print and graphic design
who are providing suggestions and encouragement.
One question remains, what should we call our
Newsletter? Birds Australia, for example, call their
newsletter ‘Wingspan.’ So we will soon ask you to
submit titles and vote on the alternatives provided.
Some suggestions based on the terns in the club logo
are ‘Tern Tales’ or ‘Ternaround’
Another
suggestion is’Five Feathers.’ So thinking caps on
please and come armed with your suggestions.
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Situations Vacant
Our current Editor, John Cashman, has announced
his intention to retire at the end of this year. John
has held the position now for four years and has
made a fine contribution to the quality of our
Newsletter. The Club owes John much for his
commitment and dedication. Now a replacement is
required. Speak to John about the job, regarding
skills and time commitment, and then speak with a
Committee member. This is a wonderful opportunity
to contribute to our members and the future of IBOC.

Weekend Campout 23 - 26 Januray:

Jill Molan

This will be a combined camp with Birding NSW, Cumberland Bird Observers Club and Illawarra Bird
Observers Club on a private property "Paringa" at Captains Flat.
Directions - Turn-off at Goulburn to go through Tarago and Bungendore. From Bungendore, travel
41 kilometres to Captains Flat. Go over the bridge, past the post office and continue on for about 18 kilometres
along the Jerangle- Bredbo Road over Balanfad and Sherlock Creeks. Alternatively you can travel via
Queanbeyan to Captains Flat.
You are welcome to arrive before the camp and stay on afterwards. A pit-toilet will be provided. Bring warm
clothing as the nights can be very cold. Our hosts are well-known birdwatchers Graham and Helen Stephinson
6230-8237 Enquiries: Allan Richards 9660-8062

Birding Abroad in Uganda
Here is a vignette of a voyage in August 2005 David
and Elizabeth Winterbottom made four years ago.
The Shoebill, with its grotesque bill, must surely be
one of the most extraordinary storks in the world. It
may be endangered but we saw six, including one
which seemed to supervise us eating lunch in a small
canoe in the middle of a Papyrus swamp on the
shores of Lake Victoria. Our target bird, the Papyrus
Gonelek (an exotic variation of the Crimson Shrike
of southern Africa) showed up early as did the
Swamp Flycatcher and several kingfishers.
Exciting though this was, it did not give us as much
of a buzz as walking in the forest with wild gorillas
in the Bwindi Impenetrable National Park. That was
a mind blowing experience and even more of a thrill
than peering at a large family of chimpanzees
feeding at the top of tall trees. On the open plains,
the animals are only just beginning to recover from
being nearly wiped out during the Idi Amin years.
Numbers are increasing, but, for instance, elephants
are smaller and have smaller tusks after having been
selectively culled for their ivory.
Nevertheless, bird life is abundant. There are over
1000 species in the country of which we saw a mere
260 during our short visit. A boat trip on the Nile,

David Winterbottom
quite a river despite being so far from its mouth, was
fascinating with heaps of birds. Skimmers, with
their huge lower mandibles probing the water, half a
dozen species of heron, and four or five of storks,
along the shore taking no notice of the basking
crocodiles or wallowing hippos.
Black and African Crakes skulk along the reeds,
masses of Pied Kingfishers nest in sandbanks, whilst
Wire-tailed and other swallows (Africa seems to
have many similar swallow/martins to be
unscrambled) help to keep the insect population in
check. Near the Owen Falls close ups of the Rock
Pratincoles were delicious.
Barbets are woodland birds which look easy to
identify but prove harder when all are new. We saw
Black-billed, Double-toothed, Grey-throated, Spotflanked and Yellow-billed Barbets. Apart from the
Double-toothed, which we saw in Ethiopia, more
homework is required before our next African trip.
Hornbills are little easier despite their huge casques.
Crowned, White-thighed, Black-and-white-casqued
and Black-casqued were identified but not without
some difficulty.
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The Sunbirds rival the Hummingbirds of the
Americas.
The Blue-headed, Bronze, Collared,
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Copper, Green-headed, Green-throated, Olive, Redchested and Superb Sunbirds may take your breath
away, but the Scarlet-chested is absolutely stunning.

MEMBER’S SIGHTINGS-OCTOBER2009

Compiled by Martin Cocker

SPECIES

No

DATE

LOCATION

HABITAT

OBSERVER

Brush-turkey

1

16-Sep

Mangerton Park

Parkland

IBOC

Brown Quail

2

27-Sep

Bush

Martin Cocker

Brown Quail

1

03-Oct

Korrungulla Swamp
Purrah
Bay,
Kanahooka

Estuarine

Martin Cocker

Brown Quail

3

29-Sep

Sandon Point

Wetland

Great Crested Grebe

6

12-Sep

Wingecarribee Dam

Lake

Great Crested Grebe

6

12-Sep

Wingecarribee Dam

Open Water

Jill Molan
Carlos Sanchez/Jill
Molan
Carlos Sanchez/Jill
Molan

Tawny Frogmouth

1

12-Oct

Urban

Urban

Terrill Nordstrom

Southern Giant Petrel

1

11-Sep

Off Wollongong

Pelagic

Chris Brandis

Northern Giant Petrel

3

11-Sep

Pelagic

Chris Brandis

Striated Heron

1

17-Oct

Off Wollongong
Purry Burry Point,
Primbee

Estuarine

Striated Heron

1

04-Oct

Mullet Creek

Creek

Eastern Reef Egret

1

05-Oct

Shore

Nankeen Night Heron

1

28-Sep

Acacia

Charles Dove

Whistling Kite

1

19-Sep

South Head, Sydney
Purry Burry Point,
Primbee
Crookhaven
Heads/Lake
Wollumboola

Martin Cocker
Carlos Sanchez/Jill
Molan
Bruce and Kelsey
O'Brien

Brown Goshawk

1

16-Sep

Parkland

Brown Goshawk

1

19-Sep

Mangerton Park
Crookhaven
Heads/Lake
Wollumboola

Brown Goshawk

1

10-Oct

Kanahooka Point

Suburban

Grey Goshawk

1

09-Sep

Killalea SRA

Lagoon/Park

Martin Cocker
Bruce and Josh
Coyte

Grey Goshawk

1

08-Oct

Overhead

Wal Emery

Swamp Harrier

1

19-Sep

Mt. Keira
Crookhaven
Heads/Lake
Wollumboola

Swamp Harrier

2

14-Sep

Killalea SRA

Lagoon/Park

Swamp Harrier

1

27-Sep

Gerringong

Estuarine

Brown Falcon

1

14-Sep

Killalea SRA

Lagoon/Park

Hobby

1

09-Sep

Killalea SRA

Lagoon/Park

Peregrine Falcon

1

12-Sep

Nattai NP

Open country

Baillon's Crake

2

09-Sep

Killalea SRA

Lake

IBOC
Bruce
Coyte
Martin
Potter
Bruce
Coyte
Bruce
Coyte
Carlos
Molan
Bruce
Coyte

Baillon's Crake

1

01-Sep

Primbee Wetlands

Lagoon

Terrill Nordstrom

Pacific Golden Plover

1

25-Sep

Bass Point

Estuarine

Michelle Rower

IBOC
IBOC

IBOC

and

Josh

and Penny
and

Josh

and

Josh

Sanchez/Jill
and

Josh
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Pacific Golden Plover

8

18-Sep

Shoalhaven Heads

Estuarine

Grey Plover

1

08-Oct

Windang

Estuarine

Grey Plover

4

11-Oct

Shoalhaven Heads

Estuarine

Carlos
Sanchez/Martin
Potter

Black-fronted Dotterel

1

09-Sep

Killalea SRA

Lake

Terrill Nordstrom
Martin and Penny
Potter
Bruce and Josh
Coyte

Red-kneed Dotterel

1

11-Sep

Shore

Terry Edwell

Grey-tailed Tattler

1

04-Oct

Estuarine

IBOC

Red Knot

1

19-Sep

Whiskered Tern

3

27-Sep

Whiskered Tern

6

03-Oct

Whiskered Tern

5

04-Oct

White-winged Tern

1

04-Oct

Common Tern

1

19-Sep

Musk Lorikeet

1

19-Sep

Towradgi Berach
Purry Burry Point,
Primbee
Crookhaven
Heads/Lake
Wollumboola
Purry Burry Point,
Primbee
Purry Burry Point,
Primbee
Purry Burry Point,
Primbee
Purry Burry Point,
Primbee
Crookhaven
Heads/Lake
Wollumboola
Crookhaven
Heads/Lake
Wollumboola

Eastern Barn Owl

1

09-Sep

Killalea SRA

Lagoon/Park

Azure Kingfisher

1

01-Sep

Primbee Wetlands

Lagoon

Azure Kingfisher

1

04-Oct

Korrungulla Swamp

Swamp

Azure Kingfisher

1

Blue Angle Creek

Creek

Noisy Pitta

2

19-Sep
25/08/0
913/09/1
0

Terrill Nordstrom
Carlos Sanchez/Jill
Molan
Carlos
Sanchez/Martin
Potter

Mt. Pleasant Track,
Mt. Keira

Rainforest

Wal Emery

1-heard

18-Oct

Forest
wet sclerophyll
forest

Martin Cocker
Carlos Sanchez/Jill
Molan

Pilotbird

IBOC
Estuarine

Martin Cocker

Estuarine

Martin Cocker

Estuarine

IBOC

Estuarine

IBOC

IBOC

IBOC
Bruce
Coyte

and

Josh

Pilotbird

1

12-Sep

Mt. Kembla Ringtrack
Barren
Grounds
Nature Reserve

Scarlet Honeyeater

1

08-Sep

Balgownie

Garden

Terry Edwell

Logrunner

2

09-Aug

Bulli Escarpment

Rainforest

Wal Emery

Logrunner

1

22-Aug

Staffords Farm Track

Rainforest

Wal Emery

Logrunner

2

27-Sep

Bulli Escarpment

Forest

IBOC

Leaden Flycatcher

1

10-Oct

Balgownie

Garden

Flame Robin

2

12-Sep

Budderoo NP

Heath

Flame Robin

2

12-Sep

Buderoo Fire Trail

Heath

Wal Emery
Carlos Sanchez/Jill
Molan
Carlos Sanchez/Jill
Molan

Rufous Songlark

1

13-Oct

Wollongong TAFE

Sportsground

Carlos Sanchez

Many thanks for all your records! Please send in your sightings to cocker@speedlink.com.au and don’t forget
that these lists are on our website www.iboc.org.au. Good Birding!
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WADER COUNT – Sunday 6th December 8.30 am. at Windang. Leader – Martin Cocker.
Meet in the carpark under the pines. All welcome. Come and hone your wader identification skills.
Bring your morning tea.

CHRISTMAS BarBQ Saturday 12th December - 4.00 pm, All are welcome. The BarBQ will be
held at the Integral Energy Recreation Park, Darkes Road, Dapto. This park also is the home for the
Motorlife Motor Museum Australia. Rolls, meat patties, and sauces etc provided. Bring your own
salad and eating utensils
Arriving from the North via Southern Expressway take the Kanahooka exit, turning right at the traffic
lights. Drive straight ahead, cross railway line continue until gate entrance is found on right hand side.
Arriving from South take Princess Hway to Dapto continue until roundabout then turn left into Darkes
Road. Drive straight ahead, cross railway line continue until gate entrance is found on the right hand
side.

HO HO HO MEETING Monday 14th December - 7.30pm, Fairy Meadow Community Hall – No
guest speaker but instead, for your entertainment, numerous people will pull out all stops to keep you amused
with an evening of song, verse, music, slide shows and brain training quizzes. (Brush up on bird names and
towns). Dress in your bird/Christmas/favourite T-shirt and join the parade. Great prizes to be won. So come
along and bring that extra special plate for supper and be assured of a happy and fun filled evening.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING Monday 18th January 2010 at 7.30pm at Alan and Anne
Cousin’s home, 4 Adelaide Place, Tarrawanna.2518, Phone 4283 3197
February 2010 Newsletter Deadline for articles for the next IBOC News is Friday 22nd January
2010 Email your contributions to the new editor, Charles Dove, at powerart@bigpond.net.au. or post them to
Charles at 39 Purry Burry Avenue, Primbee 2502

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS due 1st January each year: Family $35, Single $30, Junior $10.
Please pay Bronwyn Wilson, our Treasurer, by cash, cheque or mail order.
Page 2 of 10
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The Editor and numerous assistants wish all club members and their friends
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
‘For Unto Us a Child is Born
For Unto Us a Son is Given’

Of Birds and Poems

John Douglas Pringle

The Scot, John Pringle, came to Australia, shortly after World War 11. Pringle was editor of the Sydney
Morning Herald, and later of the Canberra Times. This essay was published 35 years ago, in his book, On
Second Thoughts, and records his astonishment at seeing the birds of Australia, which we so easily take for
granted . This now follows on from the IBOC News of February 2009 and concludes his essay
I would like to write about the Australian owls but
dare not. My experience of them is too limited.
Instead I would strongly recommend to any reader
who is interested, a remarkable book by David Fleay
called Nightwatchmen of Bush and Plain, which
describes a life-long obsession with, and search for,
the rare powerful owl, the masked owl, the sooty owl
and fascinating species. It has photographs of
incomparable beauty.
It might be thought that an interest in birds of prey
did not easily fit with the life of a busy journalist in
Sydney. And of course many species can be seen
only in the wild country of the outback and coastal
ranges. Yet it is surprising how many survive in and
about the city. I have several times seen peregrine
falcons flying over the harbour near the Bridge, and
it is said that a pair once nested on a Bridge pylon. I
have seen a brown hawk – really a falcon – over
Chinaman’s Beach and a brown goshawk many
times at Ball’s Head and Berry Island. (One even
came and perched on a willow tree outside our house
at Lavender Bay.) Kestrels can be seen in many
suburbs: I watched a pair swoop on a sparrow in
McMahon’s Point. (They missed.) Most remarkable
of all, the powerful owl – one of our rarest birds –
once lived for three years in the suburb of Pymble.
For those who do not know Sydney, all these places
might fairly be described as near the heart of the city.
Further out it is better still. Where we now live on
Pittwater one may see almost anything if one waits
long enough. An immature female goshawk spent a
day in our garden perched on a lofty spotted gum.
Twice we watched her swoop down in a swift,
descending curve on some small bird in the scrub
below the house. Both times she missed, probably
from inexperience. (Not many people realize how
difficult it is for a hawk or falcon to catch its prey. A

Mt Keira Scout Camp Walk – 11 Nov 2009
It was a lovely spring morning, 24 degrees without a
cloud in the sky. Kevin McGregor usually leads this
walk but as he was away Joan Wylie stepped up and
did a good job leading the twenty or so who came.
Ken and Sue Brown from Corrimal were welcomed
on their first mid-week outing with us.

high proportion of attempts end in failure, and it is
known that many young birds die each year before
they can learn what prey to choose and how to go
about it.) It was curious to see this splendid bird,
legs wide apart, plunge deep into the foliage of a
bush, looking at the same time fiercely proud, and
slightly foolish while the currawongs and noisy
miners stared in astonishment. And one night two
boobook owls, one after the other, perched on a tree
outside our sitting room and gazed in at us as we sat
watching the fading light to the west, before they
glided away on soft moth-like wings.
It is moments like these that one remembers with
delight. Another evening, sitting on the same
balcony we watched 30 black swans – I had time to
count them – flying in formation down Pittwater, a
thrilling black line drawn across the sunset. A fairy
penguin catching a fish in clear shallow water – I
could see its beak open and close upon the fish – six
feet from where I stood on Paradise beach while
children played and swam all around me. Pelicans
soaring in perfect, lazy circles high in the air above
Lake George. A peregrine killing and eating a
crimson rosella at the foot of Black Mountain in
Canberra. The ‘insolent emu’ stepping delicately
over the arid plain on the border of South Australia
and New South Wales, with his striped chicks – his
not hers, for it is the male emu which looks after the
young. A flock of crimson rosellas like bloodstains
on the snow of the Brindabella range. Giant
wandering albatrosses gliding on infinite white
wings over the swell off Avalon. To me, at least,
these are not the least of the pleasures offered by the
Lucky Country. But oh, how I wish that I too were a
poet.

Chris. Cartledge
Our first stop was the ‘Storm Shelter’, a building
near the camping area and used for obvious reasons.
The eastern wall is lined with about eighty A4 sized
pictures of Australian birds courtesy of the Illawarra
Bird Observers Club. I noticed Charles Dove’s
name on the bottom of most of them. Volunteers
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have recently cut a couple of observation holes in the
wall adjacent to the bird pictures to encourage
youngsters to look out into the rainforest below. On
this day they would have seen a Lyrebird scratching
around in the undergrowth.
We walked up to the ‘cathedral’, a natural rock
formation against the escarpment and had a rest on
the bush pews. Barbara and Brian Hales have
attended a wedding service here (after being supplied
with individual packets of salt in the car park).
After leaving the ‘cathedral’ we came across a rock
wallaby and then a Yellow-throated Scrubwren on
the side of the path near a foot bridge. A perfect
photo opportunity for Charles Dove who earlier
signaled this was the bird he was looking to shoot on
the day. Wal Emery went back looking for Charles
but the opportunity was gone.

December 2009
Morning tea was outside ‘The Lodge’ a beautiful old
natural stone building used as a meeting place. It
was here where the only raptor, a Peregrine Falcon,
was seen as it left the Robertson Lookout area we
visited the previous month. However, the break was
interrupted by the sound of a genuine chainsaw
nearby, unfortunately not an aviarian imitation from
the many Lyrebirds heard as we walked around the
camp.
Across the path on the way back to the roadway lay a
diamond python about 2 metres in length. It didn’t
move as its picture was taken and we all, some more
gingerly than others, walked past.
We stopped for a minutes silence on the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the 11th month as a large male Brushturkey with enormous wattles scratched nearby. All
in all, a very pleasant outing with 22 sightings.

Sightings Mt Keira Scout Camp – Mid-week Walk 11 Nov 2009
Australian Brush-turkey
Brown Cuckoo-Dove
Wonga Pigeon
Topknot Pigeon
Peregrine Falcon
Crimson Rosella
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
Laughing Kookaburra

Superb Lyrebird
Satin Bowerbird
Yellow-throated Scrubwren
White-browed Scrubwren
Brown Gerygone
Eastern Spinebill
Lewin’s Honeyeater
Little Wattlebird

Cronulla - Botany Bay Walk 14.11.09
11 members met to explore several locations along
the Cronulla - Kurnell foreshores of Botany Bay,
including South Head. After a little confusion as to
the exact meeting place, we walked along a board
walk cycle way between the mangroves and the
buildings, although the tide was falling birds were
scarce. We returned to the cars for a short drive to
the Leagues club car park and the Woolooware Bay
Mangrove Board walk, with several members having
to front the RBT unit, Neil for the 2nd time that
morning. Again birds were scare but the board walk
gave a few exciting moments when it creaked &
wobbled and those on the lookout complained of
seasickness. On returning to the car park everyone
was pleased to get a very good close look at a Brown
Honeyeater feeding in the lantana as well as other
honeyeaters and bush birds.
After this we drove to Bonna Point at the entrance to
Botany Bay.
Morning tea was eaten to the
accompaniment of the roar of jet planes coming in to
land at the airport. They seemed so low that we
could almost touch them. A walk along the beach
showed that although the tide was getting towards
low tide, very little in the way of mud flats were

Eastern Whipbird
Golden Whistler
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Black-faced Monarch
Eastern Yellow Robin

Betty Hudson
exposed. As a result waders were few with only six
Bar-tailed Godwits and two Australian Pied
Oystercatchers being seen. The sea breeze was
appreciated as soon as we got back into the shelter of
the mangroves and casuarinas where some small
birds were seen briefly, but proved very elusive.
Leaving here we drove to the entrance to Botany Bay
National Park, to find that we need to buy tickets at a
machine. The one taking coins seemed to be
jammed, so we took a chance and continued on our
way with a few inadvertent diversions to a nicely
shaded picnic area. Those who hadn’t paid went to
the visitors centre and paid there.
After lunch we drove to the end of the road in the
park and walked a short way along the cliff track, but
the heat and lack of birds sent us scurrying back to
the cool of the cars. Even the sea birds were missing.
Leaving here we went looking for a lake along the
bay foreshore, following directions Jill had got on
her phone. Thanks Jill they were spot on, but the lake
promised much and delivered little. one Bar-tailed
Godwit, one Pied Oystercatcher and a solitary Black
Swan.
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This was new area for most of the group, and
showed us the potential of a new place, with 45
Bird Sightings
Black Swan
Spotted Dove
Crested Pigeon
Great Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Pied Cormorant
Australian Pelican
White-faced Heron
Australian White Ibis
Nankeen Kestrel
Masked Lapwing
Bar-tailed Godwit
Silver Gull
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

December 2009
species recorded. A visit at a different time of year
might be more rewarding.

Rainbow Lorikeet
Crimson Rosella
Red-rumped Parrot
Eastern Koel
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Yellow Thornbill
Laughing Kookaburra
Superb Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Yellow Thornbill
White-plumed Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Little Wattlebird
Red Wattlebird
Brown Honeyeater

New Holland Honeyeater
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Common Starling
Common Myna
House Sparrow

IBOC COMMITTEE
The following people were elected to the IBOC Committee at the November AGM
President: Alan Cousins
Vice President: Daryl Goldrick
Secretary: Elizabeth Hudson
Treasurer: Bronwyn Wilson
Committee Members: Barbara Hales, Anne Cousins, Lorraine Pincus, and T Wylie Esq
Two previous members of the Committee, Jill Molan and Penny Potter, did not stand for re-election. Betty
Hudson thanked them on our behalf for their generous work for the club.
Also appointed to various other positions were Activities Organiser: Betty Hudson
Noticeboard Supervisor: Martin Potter
Librarian: Anne Cousins
Web Master: Chris Cartledge
Newsletter Editor: Charles Dove
Supper Superviser: Betty Hudson
Public Officer: Chris Brandis
Hall Monitor: Tom Wylie
Records Officer: Martin Cocker
Badge Monitor: Neil Wheway

Martin Cocker

John Cashman

Martin Cocker, is our outgoing President. Martin entered the Presidency somewhere between a fresh breeze and
a whirlwind. As well as being great at bird identification himself, he has been a bundle of energy for the club,
organising more walks, wader counts and identification mornings. He was active in plans to update the
Newsletter, advertise and promote both the club and its membership. He sought to encourage more cooperation
between our club and other bird organisations. Martin is a man of big plans and ideas. Opinions differ, but none
can deny Martin’s enthusiasm for bird observing and for the club. For that we all owe him hearty thanks. It is
pleasing to report that Martin has agreed to continue on as our Records Officer .

A NOTE of THANKS

John Cashman

May I express my thanks to numerous people who
have helped and been involved in the production of
the IBOC News over the last four years.

this so with Chris Cartledge when my computer
crashed. Many thanks to you three. Penny also stood
in as Guest Editor on several occasions.

On the technical side, I could not have got by
without enormous support, instruction and
responding to frantic calls for help to Penny Potter,
Chris Cartledge and Charlie Dove. All three gave
me generous stacks of time, computer expertise,
advice and calmed the frantic nerd. Particularly was

Val Dolan was a fine proof reader, as was Robyn
Cashman. Val also was our courier, collecting the
hard copies from the printer and delivering them to
members Norma Almond and Peg McKinlay who
regularly folded the News and posted them out.
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Bronwyn Wilson greatly helped in keeping the list of
members receiving the News by email up to date
Then there were our writers of reports and articles:
some such as Betty Hudson, Chris Brandis, Mike
Morphett, Bob Ashford, David Winterbottom, Jill
Molan and others appeared in the News frequently.
Then lots of people contributed with occasional
articles and/or reports - Chris Cartledge, Wal Emery,
Barbara Hales, Sylvia Garlick, Lorraine Pincus, Neil
Wheway, Val Cooper, Penny Potter, Dave Thomson,
Sylvia Loader, Danie Ondinea, Val Dolan, Alan
Cousins, Lyndall Dawson, Alison Foley, Nerida
Hudspith, Terry Edwell, Tom Wylie, Roger
Trusscott, Richard Miller, Barbara Hales, Joan
Zealey and more.
Martin Cocker, Chris Cartledge, Robyn Cashman,
Penny Potter and others often referred me to articles
in newspapers or at other Bird sites which might be
useful in the News
Tera Wheway, Charlie Dove, Peter Fackender,
Graham Meany, Chris Brandis, Alan Cousins,

December 2009
Michelle Rower and several others sent in lots of
great photos, and Chris Chafer let us use his
collection too.
To all the afore-mentioned, a thousand thanks.
Overall, producing the News has been a great team
effort.
Then thanks to Dave Thomson, former President.
Dave regularly sent in critiques of the News. For an
editor he could at times be an irritant, but for the
most part, he was right. Dave not only criticized
errors of spelling and the taxonomomy, his criticisms
extended to grammar, matters of style and anything
else that caught his eagle eye. Occasionally I told
him to go jump, but for the most part his criticism
was salutary, for along the way I had, among other
things, discovered two new species, the Bredwhiskered Bulbul and the Black-eared Cockatoo!
Dave also proposed a ‘spot the errors’ competition,
but I vetoed this as I knew who would win every
time. Give a bloke a chance Dave! but thanks all the
same!

‘Birds of the Illawarra’ Brochure Launch Speech
Good Morning everyone. A warm welcome to the
Southern Gateway Centre for the launch of IBOC’s
“Birds of the Illawarra” brochure. It is pleasing to
see so many members and guests here. Thank you
all for attending and I extend a special welcome to
Mr. Jason Welsh from the IMB and Mr. James Cook
from Tourism Wollongong.
We are extremely fortunate to be able to hold the
launch in this superb location dedicated to the
promotion of tourism in the Wollongong and
Illawarra region. The tourism industry is always
trying to attract increasing number of visitors and
promote the facilities of a region. Increasingly, we
see that these initiatives are aimed at special interest
groups that are attracted to the particular
characteristics and facilities of a region. The
Illawarra is blessed with an outstanding and diverse
environment, many parts of which are still largely
unspoilt.
That is an increasingly attractive
destination for many city residents and that has great
potential to offer outdoor and environmental
activities.
Bird watching is a boom industry. A recent report
from the US Fish and Wildlife Service estimated that
20% of the US population are birdwatchers and their
activities contribute some $36 billion to the
economy. A similar picture is present in the UK
where the RSPB has some million members as well
as being supported by a strong regional network of

Martin Cocker

birding clubs. Australia is following this trend.
Increasingly we are seeing brochures such as our
own and Local Councils investing in pathways and
walks specifically aimed at bird watching activities.
I have done web searches on Australian sites for
“Bird Watching holidays” that had 72,000 hits,
“Birdwatching Walks” had 39,000 hits and
“Birdwatching Illawarra” had 18,000. A recent ABC
News report provided details of initiatives made by
Coonabarabran council to promote birding in its area
following a recent successful tour by American
tourist operators. So obviously there is an increasing
demand and tourism potential.
IBOC was established in 1977 and is a community
organisation run by volunteers. Currently the club
has over 100 subscribers. The aim of the club is to
promote knowledge and enjoyment of bird life and
birding in the Illawarra and this is delivered through
an active programme of weekday and week end field
trips, a regular monthly meeting, a monthly
newsletter and a web site. IBOC is part of a national
network of Bird watching clubs and our neighbours
are Birding NSW, Hunter BOC, Cumberland BOC,
Canberra BOC, Southern Highlands and South Coast
BOC.
The idea for the brochure was conceived by the
current committee as it was felt that the Illawarra
required such a resource to promote the Club and
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birding activities within the region. The production
of this brochure has required months of hard work
from many members but particularly I should
acknowledge Penny Potter who has coordinated the
project, Charles Dove who has provided many
photographs and his professional skills in graphics
and print and Chris Brandis who is an expert birder
and a long time Illawarra resident who has provided
much advice and assistance.
In addition the club is blessed with members who are
skilled photographers so I would like to thank Josh
Coyte, Chris Chafer, Charles Dove, Peter Fackender,
Ron Imisides and Tera Wheway for donating many
excellent images. Despite all of this volunteer effort
the production of this brochure would not have been
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possible without a community grant from the IMB, I
hope that they find that the brochure has done justice
to their generosity
The task ahead is now to get the brochures out into
the community and we are targeting tourism
information centres, motels, caravan and camp sites
so if you know of locations that would be potential
distribution sites then please let us know. Thankyou
all for coming. It gives me great pleasure to
formally launch “Birds of the Illawarra” brochure
and I trust that it will bring an increasing interest in
birding activities within the Illawarra.

November Meeting ‘Birds of WESTERN QUEENSLAND’ –.

Bruce Coyte

Ron Imisides entertained members with his recollections and encounters, illustrated by some magnificent
photographs To “write up” Report may not do justice to Ron’s rich presentation, however I will decipher my
notes hastily written during the presentation:Starts Map-2006 to 2008 Converted to digital photos. Joined the grey nomads, birding, awakening to the birds
morning chorus.
Barwon Junction, Charleville, McKinley, Quombie, Camoweal Grey headed Lapwing, White-fronted
Honeyeater, Black Honeyeater (also seen by some at Barradine), Mulga Parrot, Chestnut-rumped Thornbill
(white eyes), Halls Babbler, Bourke’s Parrot, White-crowned Treecreeper, Owlet, Nightjar, Boobok Owl, Barn
Owl.
Looney Tunes Car Variety Club around Australia Fund-Raiser Bash., Augathella Rest Area, Barcoo River- very
good bird spot
*Birding Priorities for West Queensland:Have plenty of solar panels and a good lightweight set of cooking pans to allow for good self-reliant camping
away from caravan parks etc.
*Barr River;Crested Bellbird,near Longreach, Near Winton a good spot is the Long Waterhole,Yellow-billed
Spoonbill seen.
*Kyuna Qld- Great sunset .The melodic call at sunrise of the Pied Butcherbird ,budgies, Painted Honeyeater.
Quamby-Rodeo,Varied Lorikeet.
*Winton-Boulia Road-camels, headed for the races. Boulia 1985 I.B.O.C members trip photos, wonderful people
great memories. Great photos of Whistling Kite and Little Eagle highlighting how to pick the difference.
Boulia Camel Races (shades of Birdsville 1999 dust storm. Boulia Windmill- a beauty!
*Camoweal-Georgina River-Drovers Ball –Luna Eclipse. Black Kite, Pygmy Geese, Caspian Terns, budgies
nesting just behind the van, Red-throated Honeyeater, Brolgas, Lapwinged Dotterals.
Just 11Kms west of Camoweal is NT and another story.”
Nic proposed for members a vote of thanks and admired Ron’s wondrous photos from a fixed lens digital and
mused at just what images Ron can capture with a big lens. As a new caravan owner, he looked to Ron for some
handy camping/venue hints. I guess we will all stand in line to tap into Ron’s practical camping caravanning
gray nomading, coupled with birding know-how. We look forward to “another story”

Twitchathon.

The Gong Gang would like to thank everyone who sponsored us for the Twitchathon. A
total of 105 species were heard and seen and a total of $300 was raised for Important Bird Areas in Western
NSW. It would be great to have more than one team running next year so that we could enjoy a bit of healthy
competition and have a finish line in Wollongong. (Note: Ideal numbers for a team are 3-4 people.) Penny Potter
The News looks forward to a full report of the’ Gong Team’s 24 hours’ later
Don’t Forget The New editor is Charles Dove powerart@bigpond.net.au 39 Purry Burry Ave, Primbee 2502
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.Autumn Camp
Leeton Caravan Park
10th April to 17th April 2010.
The IBOC Autumn camp is to be held at Leeton Caravan Park, Yanco Avenue, Leeton, NSW, Ph (02) 6953
3323. Leeton is approximately 125km west of Wagga Wagga in the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area
Travel is via the Hume Hwy, Yass, & Gundagai, and then the Sturt Hwy to Wagga Wagga and Narrandera. The
Caravan Park is on the right hand side of the road on the southern outskirts of the Leeton a few km after you pass
Yanco Township
The caravan park has 8 cabins (all identical), 65 powered sites and 100 unpowered sites.
Charges
Cabins
$70 per night for 2 people
Powered sites
$23 per night for 2 people
$20 per night for 2 people
Unpowered sites
NOTE: The manager of the caravan park advised me that these charges may rise slightly in the new year.
I have NOT reserved any accommodation this time. Once you have booked please let Betty Hudson know either
by email or phone 4236 0307 detailing the accommodation you have booked.
This is an outstanding birding area with the potential for new species for members.

In Search of those rare ones
On September 4th 2009 we set out with four other
members of my family all keen bird watchers from
Maroochy River , destination Magpie Creek several
kilometres from the town of Canungra. From here
we spent a day at each of the following places Mt
Tamborine, O'Reilly's and Binna Burra, hoping to
see at least one of the following: Alberts Lyrebird,
Rufous Scrub Bird and Logrunner. As we had no
joy at Mt Tamborine we then searched the rainforest
at O'Reilly's with only a glimpse of a logrunner but
nearing the guest house on the board walk we were
rewarded with close views of several logrunners!
We were amazed to see several Regent Bowerbirds
decorating the trees in the garden and awaiting their
handouts and we saw one female amongst the boys
which was a first for some of us! The following day
we saw several Little Lorikeets in the eucalypts near
our accomodation prior to our visiting Binna Burra
and the Antarctic Beech Forest hoping to see the
Rufous Scrub Bird - but in vain.!
Our next stop was Mt Clunie cabins situated on the
edge of the forest in a beautiful area with views of
Mts Lindsay and Barney. Again the forest yielded
little despite daily trips over a period of a week and
we did not sight the Lyrebird as we had hoped!
However, we did have a great view of the
magnificent Wompoo pigeon, three of which were
feeding on figs at the edge of the forest
On leaving Mt Clunie we spent a couple of days in
Casino and then made our way to Tenterfield where
we visited Bald Rock a huge granite monolith
second only in size to Uluru. Here Tony and I parted
company with the family and made our way to

Val & Tony Cooper
Barrington where we stayed with friends at Poley's
Place on Thunderbolt’s Way
The trip from Nowendoc is quite an experience as
you make your way through the beautiful wooded
mountains which is part of the well known area of
Barrington Tops - the views are breathtaking! And
finally ofter many years of yearning to visit the
"Tops' we made our way there next day going as far
a Polblue . So disappointing as we had expected
mainly rainforest. However Honeysuckle walk
provided a small but beautiful area of Antarctic
beech where we glimpsed a mouse like creature
scurrying through the leaf litter too fast to identify !
Next day it was Gloucester Tops - much more
rainforest and a most rewarding walk on the short
track in the Forest Walk. Here amongst the Antarctic
Beech and treeferns and soon after we passed the
small waterfall of the Gloucester River we saw IT !
This bird the size of a Rufous Scrub Bird with white
throat emerged from the undergrowth to sit in clear
view on the frond of a treefern some metres away for
a few seconds or until Tony reached for his
binoculars! However it did not appear to be the dark
colour I had expected - more grey, but this may have
been due to the light - we had seen one or two
fluttering amongst the ferns prior to this appearance
and these were quite dark. We heard some calls
following this brief sightin. On checking Birds - au
report of last sighting in 2001 was at the same spot,
Gloucester Tops. So then we felt our trip had been
worthwhile.

No Emus please! From a 1957 copy of the Watt Street News, the Parent’s Support Group for the Mentally
Handicapped Children of Watt Street Hospital - ‘Thanks for the Canary and Cage that have been donated and
received by the children with much joy. Budgerigars too would also be very acceptable. But, by request, no
emus please!’
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Weekend Campout 23 - 26 Januaray:

Jill Molan

A combined camp with Birding NSW, Cumberland BOC and IllawarraBOC on a private property, "Paringa" at
Captains Flat.
Directions - Turn-off at Goulburn to go through Tarago and Bungendore. From Bungendore, travel
41 kilometres to Captains Flat. Go over the bridge, past the post office and continue on for about 18 kilometres
along the Jerangle - Bredbo Road over Balanfad and Sherlock Creeks. Alternatively you can travel via
Queanbeyan to Captains Flat. You are welcome to arrive before the camp and stay on afterwards. A pit-toilet
will be provided. Bring warm clothing as the nights can be very cold. Our hosts are well-known birdwatchers
Graham and Helen Stephinson 6230-8237 Enquiries: Allan Richards 9660-8062

The early bird meets a paid up-member of WoRM (Worms Resistance Movement)
Sorry. I have forgotten where I saw this. Ed

Baradine Camp Report 25th October - 1st November 2009
32 members met at Camp Cypress in Baradine, on
25th October. The early arrivals had to contend with
temperatures in the high 30’s as they were setting up
camp. It was great to welcome Ron Imisides and Bob
& Lydia David to camp. Long time no see. Charlie
almost didn’t make it after car problems at Mudgee
delayed him for several days . A pleasant surprise
was that 14 members of the Shoalhaven Bird Group
were also visiting Camp Cypress for the initial
weekend of our camp. It was good to catch up with
Barry Virtue again.
At first the birds were congregating around any
sources of water, with great numbers at some of the
dams in the forest. 11 species of honeyeater, 20
Noisy Friarbirds, a number of Little Friarbirds, and
hundreds of White-browed Woodswallows, along
with one Australian Ringneck (Port Lincoln form)
were seen in one two hour period at Bark Hut Dam
on a hot morning. Also an Emu came down to drink
and much to my amazement squatted down on its

Betty Hudson

heels to get at the water. (Remember that Emus
cannot walk backwards). Each evening birds came
to the sprinkler watering the grass in the caravan
area, including a Black-eared Cuckoo and Doublebarred Finches as well as numerous honeyeaters.
Monday morning saw a change in the weather with
steady rain making bird watching almost impossible.
Boredom got the better of us in the afternoon and we
travelled along the Coonamble Road (all bitumen) to
a lagoon where Betty had seen large numbers of
birds. Many of the floodways on the road were
already beginning to fill with water and many of the
birds had dispersed.
Next day dawned much better as we set off for Bark
Hut Dam. We were very disappointed as all the
birds had now dispersed as there were plenty of other
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sources of water. A check of another dam further
along the same road showed the same thing. The
afternoon saw us heading along the Pilliga Road to
Kenebri. Not long after leaving Baradine we started
closely watching an ominous black cloud in the
northwest, which got blacker and closer the further
we travelled. As we left the bitumen for the forest
the rain started in earnest and we perforce had to
return to the bitumen. Only 1-2km back towards
Baradine it was dark like night with heavy rain, but
the large number of birds hawking for insects over
the road were incredible:
White-throated
Needletails, Forktail Swifts, Sacred Kingfishers,
Dollar Birds, woodswallows of various kinds
amongst others. Most of us retreated to camp but
Neil W with Penny following along, decided that the
road would be OK to get to Trapyard Dam on a
nearby forest road. Everything went fine until he
tried to turn round to return to the road. Bogged!!
Nothing was to any avail, they were firmly stuck.
Penny and Martin returned in the by now torrential
rain to fetch help in the way of the NRMA ie Ron
with his trusty ute. Arriving and one good pull and
they were out.
From 3pm that afternoon until 10pm that night
Baradine recorded 68mm of rain. In that flat country
this spelt flooding. The camp ground was awash as
we left the Hales’ and Cousin’s cabin after the get
together, to paddle back to vans and tents. Even the
recycling crates ready for the next days garbo’s were
almost floating down the road. Leaks long forgotten
were found in tents and vans.
Due to the rain, the next day we kept to the main
roads and went via Coonabarabran and the Newell
Hwy to the Sandstone Caves, an Aboriginal Heritage
site, of spectacular rock formations with views
across the plains to the north. The lowest layer of
sandstone was very friable and crumbled on contact
leaving caverns beneath the exposed upper layers.
Striated Pardalotes were seen excavating a nest hole
in the sandstone cliffs at one point. Returning
through the forest we found that the road showed
plenty of evidence of the ferocity of the rain with
sand washed into many dips and washouts in many
places along the edges, which got worse near
Baradine.
Another day another outing this time west of
Baradine towards the Warrumbungle foothills. The
road crossed many creeks and provided some fun as
we crossed the flooded causeways. Travelling
through the grain fields we recorded many different
birds including cockatiels, Rufous and Brown
Songlarks, Horsfield’s Bushlark, Fairy Martins
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getting mud from a puddle in the road, Brush
Cuckoo, Spotted Harrier and Red-winged Parrot. At
one point it looked as though Betty, in her trusty
corolla, would have to turn back due to the water
flowing over the road on a corner, but a closer
inspection revealed nothing too deep, and it was
safely traversed. Lunch was had at a lookout in the
Warrumbungle foothills after an interesting standoff
with a large bull loose on the road.
Every day much time was spent by individuals at
either the Square-tailed Kite’s nest or the Spotted
Bowerbird’s bower at either end of the same street in
the town. Bruce and Josh almost lived with the kites,
which were feeding two young in the nest. Many
were the photos taken of both, and some other
interesting birds seen while waiting for the adult
kites to return.
Almost our last day, and we headed out into the
forest to places that IBOC had camped at in the past.
We hoped to call in a Barking Owl, but no luck. We
made a long sweep through the forest visiting The
Aloes Picnic Area, Rocky Creek Mill Site, and Salt
Caves where there are splendid new facilities.
Camping is prohibited in the forest which is now a
National Park. Salt Caves Dam showed the effect of
the rain with a huge washaway behind the spillway.
Returning to camp it was only the efforts of Neil
McKinley and front wheel drive that saved Betty
from a long trip round, when a creek with a deep
sand build up blocked the way. Calling at Bark Hut
Dam once again, there were still no birds to be seen.
It was decided that our last day would be a trip out to
Odells Crossing where good birding had been
reported since the rain. We were not disappointed,
with Diamond Firetails, Speckled Warbler, Musk
Lorikeet, White-throated Gerygone, and Olivebacked Oriole, amongst others. That night we had
our one and only get-together under the stars, and
what stars. Capping it all I heard a Southern
Boobook calling as I went to bed. It must have been
very close.
A great camp in a unique environment of mixed
Callitris Pine and Eucalyptus forest bordered by
paddocks of grain with some dams and lagoons. The
effect of previous fires was plain to see in the
northern parts of the forest with only the eucalypts
regenerating and in some places only low heath. I
was sorry to read in the paper this week that a further
850ha of the NW forest had been burnt already.
The Camp’s Bird List will appear in the next News.
Thanks once again to Betty for another great Camp
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