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cLuUB's AIM This is to

join together people with a common interest who wish to

further their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them,

 NUAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS

These are due on lst January each year
FAMILY $10  GINGLE $7  STUDENT §2

L~

NEXT MEETING - will be held at the Fairy leadow Senior Gitizen Centre, corner of
Collaery Avenue and Princes IHighway, Fairy Meadow, Monday, 12th February, 1990,
commencing at 7.30 pm, Qur Gueost Speaker Tor the evening will be Annette Prehm,
Anrette is employed by the National Parks and Viildlife Service currently worlking

5t the Minnamurra Falls N.

-

P, and her talk for the evening will be about Rainforest

Protection which should prove to be very interesting.

NEXT DUTINC — WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 7th. This is our annual new year get together

«.t Windang. Ve will be meeting at the ecastern end of the pine trees on the
northern side of the entrance to Lake Illawarra at 5 pm, There should be plenty
of water birds, waders, gulls and terns so come along and bring a bite to eat

afterwards,

SATURDAY - FEBRUARY 17th.
Tsland track in the Noyal

This month's field outing will be to the new Forest
National Park, e will be meeting at the southern end

_ Lady Carrington Drive in the park at 8,30 am, Habitat includes wet eucalypt
forest and rainforest patches. This is an excellent walk and I highly recommend
it. Please note that there is a ;4 entry fee per car into the park therefore car
pooling would be advisable,

FROM THE PRESIDENT. AsS
committee members for thei

Chris Chafer

we start a new year I would like to thank all members and
r support last year and for their confidence in voting me

in for another term, Last year we promoted a few changes to our routine which we

believe made things run be
and bus trips prove to be
have enjoyed for the past
roll in the smooth running
possible, other members at
new ideas and involvement
thank the members who set
meeting nights and all the
what our club is about as

FROM THE TREASURBER.

tter. This year we hope that the speakers, walks, films
successful enabling us to carry on with the strength we
thirteen vears, The committee plays a very important

of the club and this year we would like to see, if
tending one or two commitfee meetings and injecting some
in the Club's activities, In conclusion I would like to
up the hall and others who serve in the canteen on our
people who attend our walks, meetings, etc. People are

well as birds, Brian Hales

1990 Membership fees are now overdue. .Please pay Ron Almond as soon as possible
so that the mailing list can be brought up to date. Fees are Family $10, single

$7 and Student §2.

iy contd, ...
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MID-VEEK QUTING TO SAINT MARY'S  TOWERS, DOUGLAS PARK, &6th December, 1989,

Qur Jecember mid-week outing was attended by five members, meeting at the
entrance to St. Llary's Towers, at 08,30 am on o calwm, humid, cloudy morning. The
clouds tempered the weather and gave us o excellent morning Tor wallking,

Before we lefl the entrance gate we had twenty birds on our list. N few of
these were the Red-rumped Parrct, fastern Roselle, Vhite-winged Triller, Dusky
Woodswallow, Noisy Lliner and Lastern Swamphen, while driving up to the tionastery
a Dollarbird was observed flying overhead, e passed by the group of buildings
which includes the llonastery and Netreoat and parked the cars just beyond the
cottage from wherc we began our wall, Ve made our way across to the large dam in
which we observed the Castern Seomphen, Dushky Koorhen and Pacific Black Duck with
yaung, As wo walkoed on through the grazing section of the property there was 3
large stand of cucalypts wihich altracts many birds to the area, Here we observed
the Australian Magpile, Palid Cudcuo, illie ‘'agtail, House Sparrow, \lelcome
Gwallow, Groey Uutcherbird ond tmmature Channel-billed Cuckoo, From there the
track led on to the freeway uvubvich runs through the property and forested area takes
over from the grazing land, The Torest consists of Ironbarkk trees, which pro-
dominate, with a mix of other rucalypbs and watiles, many small shrubs which Torm
a thick ground cover and isolated oultcrops, through which a creek flows, It is a
very pleasant arco in wvhich to walle observing the birds and vegetaticon, Entering
the forest the Yellow-Taced toneyecator wos heard calling, After going under the
freeway, thraough a culvert, the fornst changed as we came to the creek in a wel
gully. The track crocced the creck then up to higher ground, overlooking the
gully, Jeocame to a very iy open Torest where the birdlife came alive, those
little brownm birds everywhere in the tree tops. S5lowly they were identified one
by one, There o group of sittellns, Drown-headed Honeycater, ‘/hite-throated
Treecreepers, Striated Pardelote, thile-cored Honeyeater, GOrey Shrike-thrush, and a
group of Vihite-throanted Hecdletells overhead, At this spot we headed back,
along the same tracls, The birds were still active, the ''hite-throated Gerygone
which had been heard calling earlier was sighted in some acacias, the Rufous
Whistler, Lewin's Honeyeater, "hitec-cored Honeyeater and Spotted Pardalote were
also ocbserved, lactt near the cars the Yellow-runped Thornbill, delcome Swallow
and Tree [Jarlin were obgserved, For the worning we recorded 55 specics,

Horace Viard,

BANGALEE RESERVE, 9th DECEMDER, 1989,

Gur final outing for the yaar 1509 was held at angalee Neserve, with an -
s

attendance ol 22, on a caln, humid, cloudy afternocon.

Je parked our cars Just inside the entrance gate to the reserve, in a small
pariking area, From there woe wollied aboul 500 metres along the road which runs
through the reserve, then burned of © to foullow the Torest wallk, a trail For bush
walking. It iz a short hard wallk with some rock climbing up on to an escarpment,
then down again to the grassy river flats, The first section of the track was
through some rainforest with hanging vines, ferns and moss covered rocks, Thaen
the track led un the escarpment over thoe sondstone reocks which are the collaepsod
sandstonc cliff, teaching the top of the escerpment the track led on through an
open cucalypl foreclt to Condigs 'allk, a track which goes back down the escarpment
to the river Tlats, making a delightful round walk, through diverse habitat, of
about three lum, IL wvas a truly delightful walk, In the lower Torest we observed
the Golden Uhistler, Zastern Yellow Rabin, Lewin's lHoneyeater, Clack-Taced Konarch
and Nurour Fantail and alonn the river flats Crimson Rosella, Australian Pelican,

Yellow=facew fioneveater and Dol Larbird, The Srown Gerypone was building its nest,
The call of the Jonga Plgean vas hoard and two Orowvin Cuckoo Doves were sighted as
we came to the plenic arca, puring the of ternoon we recorded a tolul of 31 species,

[orace ‘iard,

CoONttdaooeo
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CHRISTMAS WMEETING - DECEMBER 1lth,

Brian Hales has produced two photograph albums, one of the club history, the
other of black and white shots, ffoth will be available for members to borrow
from the library,. Karen NHansen, our supper manager, and Jack Hyslop, our
official Royal National Parl guide, were presented with Qctogenarian medals by
the president, It is good to see them still so actively involved in the club,
Peg and Bob Md{inlay received the President's Gold Award for services to the club,

Jim Robinson presented Betty Gibson with a signed copy of Doug's revised
boak of the Sirds of the County of Camden. Dave Thomson showed slides of the
first I.0.0.C. trip to Lord Howe Island and an idyllic place it looks.,

Margaret Parkinson displayed some pre show advertisement for the local business
birds. vlal Emery presented a development application to the Council's 0dd Soxly
to upgrade the bike track in preparation for Laurie \iilliam®s exercise program,
Russell Hales strummed a "Jon Jovial™ tune and \Wendy Hanks gave a rendition of
"Decause",

Barbara lales prosed pomnie poomns about a tricky parrot and a starling family.
Chris and Kerry Chafer performed the Carking 0Owl, Ninox woofii, mating performance,
which cnded in the usual headoche excusc, Aussie Drian Hales played that old
favourite "Click To the Shenrs" on his Japanese organ and as we enjoyed it so much
he played it again,

Denise Strickland read a moving posm on a bird's last migration, Laurie
Williams presented a complalnt from the Pollution Control bGeard, Denise Strickland
and Margaret Parkinson did @ litEle skit on the effect of acid rain on bird

habitats and their adanting to a modern diet of saccarin and fal.

The come as anuther Hember compotition was won by Horrie {/al Emery) ‘ard,
o n - N . R s "o
second was Drian and Dotty (Gwen Robinson) Kelly, third was Peggy (0live Aodwell)
Merret and last but not least was Phil [Darbara Hales] Dath,

Janta Hales came down the chimney to give Chrissy cheer to Karen, ODetty, Jim,

Bob, Brian and Betty, Horriw, Nola and Gwen, Jetty Kelly presented Vlal Emery with
the key to the City of Bulga. Laurie found Santa had dropped Brian's present and
delivered it, It was an anti-snoring kit to help the island trippers get some

sleep and keep the birds on the island.

Betty and Urian showed two videos, the first on their trip to the pulsating,
developing city of Bulga, the other on the Lake Cowal camp, including the boat
trip with more captains than crew.,

Chris Drandis,

NOVEMBER BUS TRIP.

This year we are planning something a l1ittle different for you. The November
field outing will be in the form of a weekend bus trip camping overnight on Saturday
We will be visiting the Newcastle-Gosford Region and exploring some of the better
birding spots, HHighlights will include Shortland tietland Centre — a multitude of
waterbirds including the huge egret colony in which all four "white" egrets breed.
Wlandering and Plumed i/histling Duck, lagpie Goose and many more; Stockton Bridge/
Kooragang Island - probably the best location in N,S.\W. for shorebirds, on a
recent trip here I observed over 10,000 individuals, Highlights include Red-necked
Avocet, Terek sandpiper, Gull-billed Tern, [ongolian Plover, large numbers of Bar-
tailed Godwits, Usprey, Striated tleron and HMangrove (Gerygone; Swansea - where we
will spend the night; Red Gum Nature Neserve - huge and beautiful Angophra forest,
plenty of bush birds including /hite-choeeked Honeyeater; Norah Head - a superb
rocky headland, good for rockshelf and sea birds; Katandra Forecst — a mizxed
eucalypt/rainforest area where we could find Pacific faza, NRegent Cowerbird,

Scarlet Honeater, Green Gatbird and many more, [On a vrzcent recaonnaissance herc of
the areas mentioned above we recorded over 150 species and it rained for part of the
time, Accommodation will be in stand-up type camping tents and a limited number of
overnight caravan berths for those who don't like tents, Cost will be around 5100
per person including meals, We will be departing early on Sgpturday morning circa

7 am and returning late on Sunday circa 3 pm, )

sontel ...
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A list will be passed around at the February meeting to indicate who will be
interested in attending =his outing, Jf you can't come to the meeting but think
yau will be interested in going on the trip give me a ring on 752339 and I will
note you down. At this stage there is no obligation to the namees, it is purely
to find out if we can get anough numbers to make the trip economical,

Chris Chafer,
UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS REPORT - NDVEMBER[DECEMBEHL419895

Owlet Nightjar 1  Helensburgh 29 sep T.
Tawny Frogmouth 2 Voonona (with young] 1 Nov K,
Little Corella 2 Stanwell Park N
Azure Kingfisher 1 Nth Vlollongong L
Kelp Gull G ilollongong Baths - "
Channel-billed Cuckoo 1-2 Woonona 2~1l2 " K.
gtriated tleron 1 Shoalhaven Heads 3 v 5.
Fuscous Honeyeater 4+ Bailey's Island (Geroa)] 3
Little Corella 6 Gerringong a
53inging Bushlarik 1 Jaspers Crush a n g,
Pallid Cuckoo 1 Lake Heights 5 " (.
Pilotbird 1 Vaterfall 11 " K,
Koel 1 13t Pleasant 12 " D.
Koel 1  Gerringong 12 " J.
{oel 1 flelensburgh 13 " K.
Little Corella 8 Vloonona Beach 13 " H,
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 tit. 3t. Thomas 14 G,
Sooty 0wl 2 Helensburgh (1 juv.) 14 "R,
Figbird 2 Gerringong 14 " Jd,
Yihite-throated Needletail 3 OGreenwell Point 22 " G
Powerful 0wl 2 (Gulburra 22 "
Channel-billed Cuckoo 1 Oroughton Creek 22 v
Common Bronzewing 1 Uangalee 22 v
Black-bellied Storm Petrel 40 off Yollongong 26 " D,
Black-winged Petrel 1 " 26 ¢
Gould's Petrel a " 26 ¢
Buller's Shearwater 1 " 26 v
Pacific Daza 1 Appin 27 v K,
Large Gand Plover 1 dindang 29 " C.
Channel-billed Cuckoo 1+ Kediraville all " AR,
Koel 2 LGerringong all v U,
Channel—-billed Cuckoo 1-3 tlit, Pleasant all " D,
Tawny Frogmouth 2 Neiraville 1 Dec R,
Ned-rumped Parrot 1 Lt. Pleasant 3 " D.
White—headed Pigeon 1 " 5-7
Vihite-winged Triller 2 Douglas Park G "
Red-rumped Parrot 3 " " G n
Channel-billed Cuckoo 1 " v Juv) G "
Pallid Cuclkoo 1 " " G "
Leaden Flycatcher 1 " " 6 "
vhite-throated Needletail 2 " " G oo
Yieebill 5 Dapto 6 " A,
Streaked Shearwater 1 DBass Point 6 " G,
Koel 1 Stanwell Park G o J,
Luslk Bucl 12 llaywards Cay - " C.
Striated tleron G B " -
Channel-billed Cuckoo 1-4 angerton 1i0-20 " 0.
Australian Hobby 1 Jocllongong C,0.D. 21 K,
Vhite-winged Tern 1 WD 25 " @G,
Duff-banded NRaill 1 Berry (road kill) 27 " K,
Common Jandpiper 1 Little Lake 27,
Brown Falcon 1 Figlree 29 " K,
Channel-billed Cuckoo 1-2 Keiraville all " R,
Channel-billed Cuckoo 1-3 “Woonona mast " K,
Koel 2 Gerringong most " G,

Grant

Mills
Hyslop
Williams
Mills

& G. Parker

Virtue
Chafer
Mills
Thomsan

& G, Parker
Hil.l.s

Ward
Brandis
Jordan

& G, Parker
Chafer & D, Wright

n il

Fischer et sl

"t "

" "

1" 1"
Lills
ChaTer
Almond
& G. Parker
Thomson
Almond
Thomsan

n

" et al

Imisides
Brandis
Hyslop
Brandis
Fischer
Mills
Chafer
Mills
Parkinson
Chafer
ANlmond
Mills

& J. Parker



Z Unusual sightings contd.

Kevin Kills' Pacific Baza is the fourth recorded occurance of this species
from the region, the others being near Cordeaux in 1880, west of Qulli in 1978
and at Appin in 1980, Owlet Nightjars are also rare in the region, the only
previous records coming from the catchment area in 1967, Canyonleigh in 1981, Mt.
Murray in 1984 and the Royal National Park in 1985, Likewise the 3inging Bush-
lark is only known from two other locatiaons, Merro in 1933 and 1939 and Maldon in
1954,

The Sooty Owls were found feeding a juvenile in a dense gully and this
f ‘ears to be the first occurrance of breeding in the Sydney-tiollongong regions.
Crannel-billed Cuckoos continue to be regularly observed along the escarpment
forests. Very few Vhite-winged Trillers have been reported this summer. Viee—
bills, as I've mentioned before are rarely found east of the escarpment. The
November boat trip waes one of the best of the year with the number of BDlack-
bellied Storm Petrels being the largest concentration ever recorded in N, S.\Y.
The Treaked Shearwater is the sixth live Lird From the Illawarra. The Comman
Sandpiper was found on the same date at the same place as it occured the previous
summer, while the vhite-winged Tern has returned each year within ten days of its
initial recording at Jindang in December 1984,

Chris Chafer,

MID-WEEK WALKS.

Mid week walks take place on the first ‘lednesday of each month commencing
Wednesday 7th Warch, The March wallk will he at the Guide camp at Mount Keira
Road. Weet at the gates at 8,30 am, The vednesday walks are usually for half
a day, bring maorning tea, For further information contact Ron Almond, 298612,
F ace \lard, 843473 or Lsme Gay, 293463

Please add to your membership list,

Penny Ferguson, 233 Lawrence Hargrave Orive, Coalcliff, 2508,
Phone 942423,
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PROGR
FEBRUARY 7th
12th

17th

MARCH 12th
17th

APRIL 7th
9th

13th Fri,/16th

28th

MAY 14th
19th

26th

JUNE 11th
16th

30th

JULY 9th
14th

28th

AUGUST 13th
18th

SEP TEMBER 10th
15th

Fri., 28th/lst

OCTOBER Sat. 27th/4th
NOVENBER 12th
17th sat,/18th

DECEMBER 8th
10th

Wed,

Mon.

Sat,

sat,
Mon,
Mon,

Sat,

Man,
Sat,
Sat.

Man,
sat,
Sat,
Mon,

Sat.
Sat,

Mon,

Gat.

Mon,
Sat,
Oct,

Nov,

5,00 pm,

7.30 pm,

7.30 pm,

pm.

pm.

pm,

pm.

pMm.

7,00 pm,

7,30 pm,

7.00 pm,

7.30 pm,

7.30

pm.,

Mon.

Gun,

7.30 pm,

Evening outing to Windang.

Meeting, Annette Prehm - Rainforest
Protection,

Quting, Forest Island, Royal N.P,

Meeting, Bob Crombie, Bird and animal
scaping your garden,
Duting, Tallawa Dam

Quting, Maianbar,
Mgeting, Members Night.
Easter Camp, Murga,
Film/Video Night,

Meeting, Fred Spiteri, Raptors,
Quting,

Film/Video Night.

Bus Trip, Springwood.

Meeting, speaker to be advised.
Quting, Gibson Track/Bellambi Point.

Film/Video Night

Meeting, speaker to be advised.
Quting, Wodi Vodi Track.

Film/Video Night,

Meeting, Speaker to be advised.

Outing - Korrungulla Swamp/Windang.

Meeting, speaker to be advised.
Quting, Field of Mars.

Family GCamp, Wanganderry,
Gamp, Pilliga.

Meeting, Alan Morris,

Bus Trip/Campout, Newcastle.

Quting, Carrington Falls.

Meeting, Members Christmas Meeting,

Wednesday Wollks, 1ot .Jcdnesday ol cach month starting time 8,30 am, venues Lo be

advised

s
PR -
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NEXT MEETING — Will be held at the Fairy teadow Senior Gitizens Centre, corner of
Collaery aAvenue and Princes iHighway, Fairy Keadow, bKonday, 12th March, 1990,
commencing at 7.30 pm, Uur guest speaker for the evening will be QBob Crombie who
will talk to us about bird and animal scaping your garden, so come along and get
some good advice for your garden and enjoy listening to this very interesting

¢ speaker,

TTARCH FIELD OUTING — The next ficld outing will be held on Saturday, 17th larch.
de will be exploring the Shoalhaven River Gorge in the vicinity of Tallawa Dam,
Our leader for the day will be Dr. Kevin Kills, an internationally known and re-
spected authority on rainfaorests. Kevin bas studied the gorge rainforest pockets
for many years and 1s intimate with both their ecological makeup and the local
avian inhabitants, Many species should be cbserved on this outing. Ve will be
meeting at the Tallawa Dam Noad turn-off, 1.4 km east of the Hampden Uridge at
Kangaroo Valley alt 9 aw sharp. Lring a carry lunch. Allow l% hours travel
from Llollongong.

TMID WEEK WALKS - These walks take place the first \ednesday of cach month meeling
at 8,30 am and finishing approximately 12 noan, larch 7th walk is at the Girl
Guide camp, NMt. Keira, meet at the gates. April 4th wallkk will be in the Stanwell
Park area, meet at Bald Hill 3,30 am,

NOVEMBER OVERNIGHT CAMPING TRIP. Nesgponse to the proposed weekend trip to
Newcastle in November has been poor, 1t has therefore been decided to cancel the
trip and the monthly outing “or November will now be advised at a later date,

EASTER CAMP - MURGA. As anncunced at our February meeting, there is the
apportunity for some members to be accommodated in the Farm House with hosts Sue
and Neil 3Jikinner, Vacencics are limited and we already have four takers. Full
board is 50 per day and we are looking into just bed and breakfast casts. This
is a great chance for members who do not have camping gear or these who do not
normally attend our camps to join in, You will definitely have a very enjoyable
experience at an 1.8.06.C. camp, If you would like to participate we must know by
the 12th Liarch leeting, first in first served. For Turther details ph. 844200,

-

¢

~1- contd., ...



THE FOREST  WALK, RED  CEDAR VALK,  THE  NOYAL  NATIOMNAL —PARK,

For our February outing, seventeen members met at the south end of the
Carrington Walk to Audley, where the forest begins, 500 metres north of the inlor—
section of the drive through the National Park and the uaterfall turnoff.

It was cool in the early morning becoming warm and humid later with litile
breeze among the very tall trees. We walked along the Carrington Wallk Tor S50C
metres then branched off left onto the Forest ialk, Tt is @ beautiful area with
lovely rainforest patches consisting of Red Gedar, Lilly Pilly and Cabbage Tree
Palms amang the many other species of trees with ferns and vines among the ground
litter and a number of mouss covered fallen trees lying on the ground, There were
some more open areas of wet sclerophyll forest with wany eucalypts including many
tall Ironbarks in company with Casuarinas, wattles and some Cabbage Tree palms,

The walliing trock is semi-circular follawing closely around the lower slopes
of a hill forming a gully along which lows the Hacking River, The river is in
view Trom the walking track much of the time Tor about 3 km, Vihether it was by
design or good luck, the wallk was ideal for the day as we were sheltered by the
cool shade of the tall trees all the way, even in the more open Torest there wos
still enough shade to break the suris rays., Une of Tthe beautiful sights of the
day was the topmost branches of the cucalypts an the oppousite slopes of the gully
shining white against the dark green Toliage covering the hillside and the water
af the Hacking River winding its way over rocks and sand in the foreground.

vith all the beautiful sigihts to see observing birds was a bonus because niuch
of the time we were looking for leeches en the forest floor and they were guite
plentiful in some areas in the rain forest, vie did make some good sightings
nevertheless including Crimson Nosella, Eastern Yellow Robin, Black-Taced lionarch,
Rufous and Grey Fantail, Green Gatbird, Golden ihistler; NRose Nobin and Grown
Cuckoo-Dove. Je arrived baclk at theo cars at 11.45 am and then moved on to Nod
Cedar Flal for lunch, nftervards we spent about 30 minutes on the Red Cedar Ualk
on the eastern side uf the road in a section of rainforest, opposite Red Cedar
Flat. Vie then decided to Tinish up for the day being rather hot. A totel of
20 species were observed.

TLLAVARDA  LAKE  EHTRATICE,  CERNWARBA - POINT,  WINOANG.

The annual visit to Windany, the Tirst for the year, was attended Ly thirteen
members meeting at 5 pm on the north side of the entrance to Lake Illawarra, on a
cool, grey afterncon, Ve began in fine weather but about 6 pm some 1ight, misty
rain came over bubt it was not enough to interrupt our bird watching, As we
usually do, we covered the north side of the entrance from the end of the pine
trees to the beach,

It turned out to be a great afterncon with some birds being there in large
numbers, The walter in the lake was up covering some of the flats with shallow
water., As we epproached the flats a number of Ned-capped Plovers were Feeding on
the wet sand and a group of about 40 Grey-tailed Tattler, some Gar-tailed Godwits,
Green Shank, Great Knot and Red-necked 3tint were seen. 0n the exposed sand were
abaut 300+ Gilver Gulls in three main groups. One group of gulls, out on o sand
bar, wes scattered among about 00 Little Terns, Caspian Tern, Kelp Gull, tiasked
Lapwing, Eastern Gurlew and a ‘ihite-winged Tern, Uver the eastern end aof the lake
were about 50 Australian Pelicans., We then walked out onto the beach where we
came upon a dead banded, ifedge-tailed 3Shearwater. Chris Chafer took charge of the
band to send it on to the appropriate address. Vle arrived back at the cars about
06,15 pm after observing a total of 24 species.

lHorace Jard

CONTCo o0 as



JUHN - GOULD  ANY - THE  TLLAGARIA,

The name John Gould is synonymous with the early history of both ornithology
and exploration of the Australian continent. tihen Gould finished his extra-
ordinarwéeven volume work 'The Sirds of Australia' in 1848, it encampassed o
descriptive, illustrated account of some 600 Australian speccies, ALthough «
number of these were later reduced to sub-specific level, it still represented
over 70 per cent of the species now known to inhabit Australia, This was an in-
credible achievement din a country so vast and only 60 years after the arrival of
the First Fleet in 178638,

Gould's interest in Australia began in the mid 1830's when he began receiving
a stream of specimens from his wife's brothers, who had a property in the upper

Hunter Valley near 3Scone. Viith these and other "novelties" Trom Australia, he
produced his first book an Australian avifauna '/ Synopsis of the Birds of
Australia and Adjacent Islands' in 1837-30. Fis curiosity grew and develaoped to

become an obsesgssion and, in due course, he decided a trip to the 'great southern
land' was needed so he could study and collect first hand "the novelties that
country has to offer",

In May, 1838, with his wife, eldest child, two servants, a nephew and o 'tk

hn Gilbert, he sailed for Australia. They arrived in Tasmania in SGeptember «nd
Explored that state until February, 1839, when Gilbert left for \estern Australia
and Gould sailed north to Sydney and his brother-in-law's property. Elizabeth
Gould remained in Hobart with the rest of the party and in iay gave birth to their
seventh child, Gould returned to visit his wife briefly before setting off to
explore the Murray River in Jouth Australia with GCaptain Sturt. Bould again re-
turned to Hobart in August, collected the Tamily and sailed north to spend four
months exploring the central part of N,3.i. basing himself at tlizabeth's brothers
oroperty, Here, west of the Liverpool Ranges, he made some of his most memorable
discoveries. They then moved south to Sydney and stayed with Alexander liacleay
@c¢ his property near Camden. Fram here Uould travelled First south then east to
spend severg| weeks exploring the ‘brushes' of the Illawarra. This occurred in
February/tiarch, 1840, 150 years ago this month, Gould left Sydney for EZngland in
April, returning via Cape Horn and thus circumnavigating the world.

My interest in Gould was stimulaled some eighteen months ago while I was re-
searching material for a forthcoming paper on the Powerful Uwl, which incidently
Gould described for the Tirst time at a meeting of the Royal Zoological Socicly in
London in Gctober, 1837, The head of this magnificent species is illustrated
Prautifully in his 1837-38 work, while an equally majestic study appears in Volunme
—of his later work, complete with a carcass of a young koala, one of 22 specics
of mammal and 20 species of bird the Powerful 0wl has been recorded feeding on
(but that's another story),

I continued to search for material on Gould's visit to the Illawarra and after
many long hours of library reading, I have been able to piece together some of his

movements, iy research on this matter is far from complete but, as it is the
150th anniversary of his visit to our region, I felt it appropriate to publish what
1 know, IT any of you reading tiiis can enlighten my knowledge on this subject I

would be only too pleasced to hear from you,

) Gould spent time visiting with a number of prominent locals such as Throsby-—
Smith, Cunningham and LicArthur, travelled along the old Bong Bong Road which
descends the escarpment behind Dapto, visited Nt. Kembla and the surrounding
Fforests, Jamberoo and Kiama, received mail et Wollongong Post Uffice and explored
at least part of the Yarrawa Orush near Robertson, which would have still been in-
tact at that time. Jhile here he recorded well in excess of 100 species, many of
which he collected Tor specimens, Some of his more interesting records include
Yiompoo Pigeon (now locally extinct), Glossy Jdlack Cocketoo, Grey Currawong, Log-—
runner, Topknot Pigeon, ELmerald Dove, ithilte-cheeked Honeyeater and the Brush
Turkey, which he regarded as beiny as numerous as the lyrebird,

contdesass
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JUFN GOULD  AND - THE  TLLAUADRA - GONTO.

YWhile Gould was busy running around the countryside his wife and family ro-

mained in Cawmden, lHere they had a semi~domesticated Crush Turkey, This was ta
become the subject of (lizabeth's artistic hand and eventually used to illugtra?e
the spocies in Volume 1 of 'The Cirds of Australia’. Shortly after the portrait

% -

was Tinished the unfortunate GCrush Turkey saw its reflection in the property’®s
well and "mistaking it for a rival, he darted at it, precipitated himself in the
water and was drowned", The bird was recovered, preserved as a specimen and
sent back to England. In 1347 Gould sold his Australian collection to an
American (a decision he later regreltted) and this was later donated to the
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia in the United States where the
collection, including our GCrush Turkey, is now held.

A few further facts are probably also worth noting., At the time of Gould's
visit, ilollongong was only six years old, having been surveyed by Thomas llitchell
in 1834, Gong Dong road was the only regular route from tollongong to that part
of the highlands., -Cedar culters were repildly disposing of this valuable timber
in the region, Travel was by foot, horseback, occasional coaches and sailling
ship,

Quring his 76 years of life Gould produced sowe Fifteen folio sized sets of
books in 49 volumes, containing aver 3,000 plates of birds from various ports of
the world and mammals from shwustralia, over 300 scientific popers, O medium sizec
books and a 0306 page ‘llandbook to the Girds of Australia’,

Laterial for this manuscript comes Trom too many references to list here,
but needless to say I have spent many hours in a number of libraries including
the llitchell, Uollongong and \iollongong University, as well as using the greatest
work on Gpuld so Tar published *John Gould The Oird tan' by Gordon Q. sauer, n
the club's library therc is 'The Great Dird Illustrators' by Peyton Skipworth
which is well worth a read.

Chris Chafer

FLEORUARY  WEETING

Annette Prehm of the Iational Parks and Wildlife Service, who is stationed
at liinnamurra lainforest (vas falls), was the guest speaker and gave a most inter-
esting account of the work being carried oul by the dedicated staff of the
service, Howard Judd was the pioneer conservationist who studied and developed
the Neserve to the detriment of his own business and ensured some pockets of rain-
forest would be preserved for the Tuture.

The initial Reserve becanc a Park and is now part of the Budderoo National
Park with some 30,000 visitors a year seeing the constant improvements being
carried out, All Lhese Tect were causing the tracks to erode and exotic weeds
such as lantana were gradually ruining the area, so a board is being constructed
and regenecration of the forest plants is slowly pushing back the weeds, Roclk
Talls have closed the waterfalls to viewers but wvhen funds are sufficient the
board walk will continue to the top waterfalls. Uoard and canopy walks are the
methods now being used to allow people to see the various habitats of eco systems
while preventing the damage caused to the Forest floor by soil compaction.

There is much we as the area residents can do to help the survivael of our
forests and the inhabitants, Je can ensure the products we purchase are made
from alternate timbers that look similar to the rainforest species but are Tarmed,
grow native plants so thal any stray secds do not cause exotvic weed girovith, do not
Teed the native animals so they become pezsts and have to be removed as well as en-—
suring our pets do not end up feral. 1If we take care of our enviranment as well
as paltronise our Parks and ensurce their political fTuture, we will be able to con-
tinue to enjoy aur bird wovching in these beautiful, natural surroundings.,

Ron 3imcock vave the vote of thanks Trom a local view point which was carried

by ull present. . .
Chris Crandis.
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BARBEN  GROUUNDS  LANAGEEENT  CULIITTER = 1985  NEPORT.

During 1989 much of the discussion of the lianagement Committee meetings
centred around the proposed new accommodation buildings. Gightings of the Long—
nosed Potoroo and Spotted-tailed wuoll resulted in some alterations to the
original plans. The decision was made that the present wardens' house be
demolished and a ncw one erected. Accommodation for visitors will move from the
Lodge near the picnic arca to an arca near the present wardens' house and will
comprise four 4-bunk bedrooms, toilel and shower facilities, as well as a seperate
eating/recreation area.

Two working bees werc held during the year - one at the Lodge in June which
involved painting the interior, rencvations to the plumbing and washing Tacilities,
plus the installation of a gas fridye; and another at the wardens' house in November
when a new rainwater tank was installed, along with resurrecting the Tishpond,
internal and external painting and the erection of new shelving in the Kitchen.

The demountable building which served os a laboratory has been altered Co
accommodate four beds and is now known as The Hilton because of its running water
“1d inside toilet. Une halF of the building doubles as a display/education/slide
~—0Wing ared.

Twenty consecutive wet weekends last year meant thal some courses hod to be
cancelled, resulting in a drop in visitor nights for the second gquarter of 1009,

Some lealage of wate:, Lnlo The Lodge cccourred, but the praoblem has now been Fixed
and new carpet laid. liowever, despite the inclement veather, research continucd
at Sarren Grounds, This was greatly assisted by help from volunteers, aone roo
New Zealand and two Trom America. A research paper on the astern Oristle Sird
(the first such peper since the fifties} is being prepared for publication;

Ground Parrol studies continue - the next census is on Karch 10th, 1990 and
anyone wishing to participate should contact the wardens on (042) 36 0195. hiick

and Jacgul Cramwell would lave to hear Trom you,

Uverall it has been a very busy year for the committee, with the proposed
upgraaing gencrating some rather lively discussions at times, We arc indebtled to
those representatives from the NPVG and Yiollongong University for their informed
and constructive contributions.

Robin 'iilson
> I.2.0.6. Representative,

VASHING _ DISHES!

\lashing dishes in the sink is not a Tavourite passtime but I do have a lovely
view from my kitchen window that looks towards the escarpment (which probably
accounts for the high number of dishes that get Lroken in our housej.

In the foreground is a huge gum tree which, although dead, provides the periect
perch for birds to be easily seen, The beautiful Darter was seen perched here last
month witih his outspread wings catching the sunlight. The Dollar Oirds usually
perch in this tree when they visit us and we saw them last month too.

Cne day last week .I looked out to see a number of pied cormorants sitting in
.the tree and I was wondering where the ons with the lovely orange/browun chest had
picked up his 'dye' when they were joined by a couple of '‘hite-faced Herons, This
is not unusual but within a few minutes there were at least Tiflty herons gracefully
flying around the tree and trying to land but the cormorants were not giving up any
perches. To add to the picture a pair of pelicans Tlew ogver higher in the sky
along with Silver gulls and sparrovs and mynahs hogped along the ground while the
spotted dove sat on the fence and a pair of Oulbrals darted in and out of the bushes
None of the birds were rare or unusual except for the number of herons (we usually
get them in ones or twos in our garden] but 1t was still a lovely Tew minutces
distraction from doing the dishes.

r

Carbara tHales,

contd..ees



~{y -

UNUSUAL BECURDS  JAlUARY/FECRUARY, 1990,

Aed-kneed Dotlterel 1 ihy Juclk Cay 106 Dec, 89 C. Drandis
Red-rumped Parrot 1 Unanderra 3 Jan, 90 G. Chafer

vieebill 1 Lake Zouth 7 " C. Crandis

Noisy Pitta ( jov.) 1 Jamberoo Pass 15 " 1, Cramwell

Stubble wuail 4 psppin 17 4 C. Chafer, I. Novles
Dlack-winged Stilt 27 Jdarrawaony 10 " . UChafer

Koel 1 al<e Hedoghts 19 " C., Chafer

Logrunner At Kelra 21, " Ke Mills

Cicadabird 1 " 21 " Ko kills

Pilotbird 1 " <L " K, Lills

Sullers Shearwater 1 off uollongong 2l " 0., Fischer et ol
Gould's Petrel @2 " 21 a "
White-necked Petrel 1 " N i "

Long-tailed Jaeger a4 " 21 ! "

Vandering Albatross L " 21 " "

Figbird L Primbee 22 " . Imisides

Aufous Night Heron 3 Kembla Grenge 2 " "

Powerful Uwl 1 Dass Point 20 " T. Palliser

Koel L lale lieights 1 ifeb. C. Ghafer ~
White—winged Tern 5 Ldndang 2 " L. . Smith
vouble-banded Plocer 4 Gonerong Island 10 " Co. Chafer

Sooty Cystercatcher 16 Sendon Point 12 " Je Jenkin
Chesthut=breasted Vannilkin 004 Uaolc Flats 13 " e Parkinson

Darter 1 Corrimel [Fast 14 " UG & U, lialces
Camnent, The wet vealther velcomed the new decade in and has remainecd with uwus {or
a bit longer thoan nccossory, tone the less the Ded-lineced Dotlterel 1o the firg L?
record vor a counle of years, The juvenile Nodsy Pitta is extre mely sioni ficnn
as 1t alnost certoinly indicates o local breeding record, @ poinc I will oxamilne
Turther in next wmonths newslelter, The wandering / Lbat;oas is a 11LL70 out aof
season, being generally regarded as a winter visitor, Uouble-banded Plovers

began returning From iflew Zealand right on time and finally the Chestnuit-breosted
Lannilking have again lurned up fron who knows where, this Lime appearing noar
ualk Flete railvay station,

Jhris Chafer

g

1990 MAILING LIGT

Fees arc now oveldue if you have nat paid them, The 1990 mailing list
will be compiled after Lhe Larch Heeting; only financial members will receilve
the Mewsletter after that date. If there is a 4 1in the box at the end of

this sentence, you are unfinanciall
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ILAWARRA THE CIRCULAR DOF .THE ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB
BIRD Registered by Aust, Post Publication No. NBH 3848

OBSERVERS
cLuse POSTAL ADDRESS P.0. BOX 56, FAIRY MEADOW, NSW 2519

CLUB MOTTO “"ONE™ GOOD TERN DESERVES ANOTHER"

; PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER EDITOR
. Brian Hales Chris Brandis Ron Almond Barbara Hales
39 Lake Parade 10 Charlton Street 2 Shoabert Cres, 39 Lake Parade
CORRIMAL EAST NgW MOUNT WARRIGAL NSW KEIRAVILLE NSW CORRIMAL EAST NSW
2518 Ph. 844266 2528 Ph., 962837 2500 Ph, 298612 2518 Ph., 844266..
CLUB!S AIM This is to join together pecple with a common interest who wish to
Turther their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them,
TANNUAL These are due on lst January each year
SUBSCRIPTIONS FAMILY $10 SINGLE §7  STUDENT $2
NEXT MEETING -~ Will be held at the Fairy lleadow Senior Citizens Centre, corner of
Collaery Avenue and Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow, Monday, 9th April, 1990,
4 commencing at 7.30 p.m. This will be a ilembers Night. GCring along your
‘;favourite slides of birds, wilflife or club activities or maybe you have paintings,
';craft worlk, poetry or other items you wish to share with other members. Your
Y contribution will be greatly appreciated by other members and will ensure a

successful evening, '

NEXT FIELD QUTING - Zaturday 7th April, Please note that because of the Easter
Caimn, this outing takes place UEFURE the club meeting and is to Maianbar in the
Royal National Park. Gur leaders for the day will be club members Betty and
Bryan Kelly who live at KMailarbar and we will walk to the Bundeena area and also
explore the sand flats and check out the resident birds around the Kelly' garden,

_This is a lovely area and should prove to be very enjoyable, Bring morning tea,

a carry lunch and afterncon tea, you are assured of a fresh 'cuppa™ at the end of
the day. Wie will meet at the lMalanbar General Store car park, which is at the end
of the road to liaianbar, at 9 am, To get there drive into the Royal National Park
and take the Jundeena turn off, which is on the right from the 0tford entrance or
left via rudley, follow this road and the laianbar turn off is on the left.

MIO=VEEK VIALKG, April 4th -- Stanwell Park area, tteet at Cald Hill at 8.30 am,
May 2nd - Uulli Pass reserva, lleet near Bulli Primary SGchool in Hobart Street
at 8,30 am,

§XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXAXXAAAYXXXXXXXXXXXXXAXXAXXXXXXXXXAXXXXAXXXXXAYX AXXXXAXAKKKX

8 FILM NIGHT

4

8 The first film night for the year is on Saturday, 28th April, at the haome of
% Brian and Barbara Hales, 39 Lake Parade, Corrimal Iast, There will be one

segssion only starting at'ZaoIWn Bring along a plate for supper and your |
4 camping chair if you have one and enjoy an evening of good entertainment and
company.,
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MARCH MEETING REPDRT.

Chris Chafer gave a short presentation on the Club's library which includces
a bouk on some of John GCould's work and referred thosce interested to "Jdohn Gould
the Sirdman” which is available in the Vollongong City Library. Gur library
contains publications from other ornithological organisations and are stored in
the cupboard around the corner from the display table and borrowings through
Dlive Rodwell are enlightening, The publications vary from the cgaslly readable
"Girds International®” to the more scientific "Corella"” but all have their place
for entertainment o cducation,

The speaker for the evening was Lob Crombie who used to be a ranger with the
National Parks and Wildlife Service and he gave a cheery talk on nature-scaping
your garden, Gur gardens started in the well manicured English style and this
is slowly changing to an Australian stylc with native plants predominating. As
we become more environmentally conscious they must change from the closed fenced
area type suburbs, designed for cars and people only, to the more open range tyoe
where all creatures can live in balance. This will take & major attitude change
with what we consider as a suitable envirunment where all crespy crowlies are
zapped chemically into oblivion to one where all creatures are food for others
and to encourage birds and animals we wmust provide foaod and shelter. .

Bob's example of this is his home yard where from the ground cover up is a
mass of veriation and organised chaos with the loss of sultable homes and habitat
being compensated by nest boxes, fish ponds, rock piles and runways under fences,
Two of the mogt memorable quotes were "If it's native it's gold, if it's also
local it's platinum” and "lLook, learn, listen and love it" which covered the
theme adecuately. dith a change occurring slowly it is hoped that once again
native creatures will roeam freely through our suburbs free’ of the dangers of dogs
cats, cars and escape proofl fences.

liary Ghaw gave a vote of tharnks which was carried by all in attendance for a
most enjoyable evening,
. Chris Drandis,

W IO~VEEK  QUTING - 7th KADGH,

Three hardy souls, including one from toronora leights, met at the Guide
Camp after much rain with more threatening, However, there was little rain while
walking «wlong the road, across the grassed area and into the rain forest and ocuite
a number of birds were observed, Whilst returning the group sheltered Trom s .
shower under a covered barbecue area ond was rewarded with good,.sightingc of the
Rufous Fantail a.d male Colden ¥histler. Male Guperb Fairy-wren dnd Blask-faced
lignarch were othar highlights,

Ron Almond,

MEMBERSHIP.

e welcome Non and Joy Smart of Figtree as new members, Peter Ewin, one of”
our youngest members says "hello" from the Australian tarine College in
Launceston, e regret that the following have indicated that they will not be re-
newing their membership — Tom and Joyce Carnes, Shirley Nooke and her daughter Sue
Uwen. Shirley has hosted us at Virrimbirra on several occasions and has been a
speaker at one of our meetings, Ghe has taken up @ new position in Cueensland,

Hon Almond,

Dontt forget, lots of boolks availeblefroin our library, plus bird call tapes and
magazines, sce Ulive Rodwell, Noolks, badges, stickers, bird lists etc. availablie
Trom Chris Srandis,

COntd-uan-oou



EASTER CAMP + Friday 13th Lo llonday 10th pril to lurga which is about half way
tetween Urunge and Forbas, The property "Clevcland”, which ig ocuncd by Neil and

sue Skinner, is 1,500 acres in area. Turn right onbto dirt road about 2 lkm from
liurga. There is a paric on the corner, The property is located sbout 3 km

along a dirt road on left hand side - look for the I,3.C.0. signs, Murga can be
reached either through Katoomba, Uathurst or Goﬁfﬁwrn, Cowra, The nroperty owners
suggest the latter route would be best. Unce again it will be necessary to take
drinking water, Hot gshovers and toilet facilities will be avellable. Happy

camping, curcly it can't rain againg
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OFFORTUNIST NESTING REHAVIOUR OF TREE MARTING.

O the 28 Dot 1989 Fhil Bath and myself were conducting & bird
count in  the Wingecarribes area and were following the route we
had previouwsly estalblished. We had arrived at the Glen Guarey Cut
orn  the northern  shore of  the Wingecarvibee Dam  to swvey  the
SR OUNAL NG e . At this point the road crosses a 30 netre deep
cutting, that allows water to flow from  the Dam to other waber
torage faciliti i bl za, by means  of a concrete bridge.
The wnder side the bridge has been &« favouwrite nesting site for
a colony of Fairy Mactin C raprs arield, with  approximately 20
bottle ehaped nests & sched  to  the comorete 3 s owe
approached we could see martins flying aboult  the cutting and
initially assumed them to be the usual resident alry Bpecles.
Upon arriving above the cutlting Phil pointed owt that at least one
of the birds was a Tree Martin Cecropis nigricans, and on closer
eramination all the 16 birds couwnted were Tres Martins.

(Une bird was then noticed to fly up to and into one of the Fairy
Martin nests arnd exit aboult 3 seconds Later, e eaction  thalt was
repeated another fouwr times  dn bthe  following minate  at verilous
rests i tes The nests  wers L & ste

B A

Cet

-

te  of disrepair  and the
marting were entering through broken  off necks and holes  in bthe
sides of the "bottle” which still had & braoken jagged edge
SppEar ance . The birds appeared to be feeding youwng as bthelr bes
and throat appeared bulging omn entering the nrest and oorasl on
e ting.

The wsual nest site of Tree PMartins are bollows i trees that
may be modified slightly by s

img mud to o make the entrance hole
smaller and if enough sites e avedlable, small colonies will be
formed. Other nesth Ltes recorded are hoales in earthen banks,
hollows in ity buildings (Ben-wl dsaon 1980) small caves i
sandstore  cliffs (Wall 1284) arnd in cavities under shed roofs
(Campbell 1900). The anly  vecord 1} ocowld find of  Tree Maortins
umsing other bird’'s nests is of  the birds dispossessing Wel come
Swallows Hirundo neoxena, of & nmewly built mest and building up
the edges with muad to  form & small far thewr own  use
(Campbell 1900). From the rarge of @ nesting sites recorded the
nesting behlaviow: of Tree Martinsg is apparently  opportunist and
the wse of Faivy Martin nests appesrs to be  an extension of this
behayi ouwr .

REFERENCES .

Berul dsen, (5. ) a 3 Field Gurde to M
Bivds.Righy Fublishers Ltds Aadel aid

2l d o, S . 1900, Nezest. and s of  Ausbeal Lan
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Slater,F. PFP.S1ater and RO ater, 1986. The Slater Field GBuide to
Australian Birds., Rigbhy Publishers: Des Why West.

Wall Lok, 1984, Tree Martins Nesting in Caves. s, Bivd Walolhier
101468 ~ 169,
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THE LORD MOWE  IGLAND  TRIP,

Cirdos gathered @t ascolt on
that tiny speck cut in thg
lig out to be smooth and pleosant and v
At the alrvstripn ve vere met by Llay Shiclk, the propeictor of Geza
wihiich is on the QouLh9.r end ol the islond, close under two
b, Lidgebird and "L, Gower,

somavhat nervous
riowe Island,

aroup of
our flight to Lord
ever, the Tlight turneu
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1

B

as et
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Lord Howe Island and Jall's Pyramid cre the remnants of
activity., It was First discovered in 1733 by the brig "Supply"
Norfollk Island but remaincd unsettled until 18634,
who called there for waler, introduced goots, pigs
some of the native Tlora and Founa, Todny two thirds
Park Prescrve and is cared For by the Hational Parlks
they have done wuch to eliminate the fercl animals,
cluded on the Jorld Hprjtugc List, The nermanent
while thore are o few Torms ond ntia palm asecds
is tourigm,
On our Tirst aftcrnoon ve be
3 [ —— 4 - J- . Ff‘ t - N - l e Ta R Urs]
point where the traclkk lecds ofh 0 JOveET, The wa
“cleoome 3wallows, < Sacred inglPisher, 3ilvercy Golden
—s we entered a rainforest area we saw our First little Gre
1ittle bird of which we were to see gulte a lot
clappers" got busy and to ocur delight a pair of
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n—-winged Pigeon -
during the vicek,
wnodhpﬁs responded.,

25th larech for
Ucean, [ ovv—
joyaed by all.
Creeze Lodaem
nNiohest peaks,

valcuenic

trip to
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Permancnt
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Island - the
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sSaw

"stone
Y'e could

The
~ard-

ly Believe our luck, Later we were to Jdiscover a resident pair in the Lodge garden,
in spite of a cat and a dog,

Un Vonday morning we werc driven into the comamerclal centre - Dost CfFice,
Paover Station, iHall, a couplo ol shops afnd o bike hire ploace. e visited Med's
Ceach and saw duddy Turnstones and ducks, moinly lLicllerds, U 'us wpre hired and
ridden to Clinky Deach, wheroe ve climbed up the track fto Treng i1l l_oolkout

ere a cood vievw of che vholo dicland is obteined.,  Golden W%" tlorq were seen and
eard ond the Picd Currawong, which scemed to have a sonewhat different call to the
oncs we Know, .

Cn Tuesday morninc the cnergetic members of the party rode and wa]kﬂ to Mt,
£liza, clb the northern end of the island, while others wandered around 3tephen's
Rmuprvco I believe this is the area where the pens were set up for woodhcn rehab-—-
ilitetion srogramne, The Green—-winged Pigeon and Golden thistlers were about. In

the aefternocon we all went out on the Lagoon in a glass-bottomed hoat to the reel to
view the coral and Tish, The Fish were beautiful - so many different types and
_-0lours, Trom tiny ones to big fellows, ‘ihen the boat anchored,pany people went
znorkelling and then the boatmen went down and fed the fish., Some of the larger
ones he claimed to know by name. Back one land, some of the bikics stopped at a
gwanz neor the civsirip and saw 2 Pointed Snipe and Caghked Lanwing., Golden Plovers
were zzon faily on the golf covrse,
szdnosday we sct of f for flutton Dird Point, Docky Nun cond the Coat Harbour, all
on The castern side of the island., Tt was a warn morning as we made our way around
the side of thz hill to the platform provided to loalkk out over the Point, the nest-
ing site Tor many wirds including the lVasked Jooby and Snoty Tern, ‘e spent some
Cime tchi any birds milling araund the point and then clembercd arcund the palm
covered slisnery ndlliside and down to the picturesgque Nocky Creck whutu we lunchcd
in the rolne Gol, PRIl ond Dobyn went to Doat Harbour, an inlet used by the carly
vhalcers when thoey came in for Fresh vater., The rest of the party toiled up 3moking
Trec Hill throuch Terns and pelns and many elkhorns in the trees - a very lovely
pnlece ‘e rested Lhe Cont House Track up Lt, Lidoebird branches of ff and how

ahd Phil did go

vell worthwhile to sec
3 ALt the bottom of Lhe
Jycdney Dirdoc and as we tellkeo Sun weaodnens wanderod ceross the
vurther on neor a swaapy, reody ares Drion had 0
OV“niuw. The bird 11 y mavkied Y thouyght to cut
shre i ol 111,
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L'CRD  HOVIE  ISLAND TRIP CONTO.
Thursday, the big hike wog on to Halabkor and Mim's Lookout, The walk started
from near Ned's beach, wherce a stand ol polmo i1s pitted with holes, the nesting

T

burrows of the T
leave it to someone clse to write up,
a display of hovering and diving for
trip around the island, and in spite
all returned.

Fleshy-Tfooted Shearwater. As didn't get far on this walk I will
e did see a pair of Nankeen Kestrels give
prey, Nine members of the group took a lanuch

of a crowded boat, thcy had a good trip and

At dusk on Friday
turn to thzir burrows
and just on nightfall
and into their burrows

taken in to Med's Ceach to watch the shearwaters re-
the palms, These birds leave at dawn and Tish all day
of them circle arcound then land and run up the grass

adult birds or chicks make a wailing noise apparently

ve vuere

anong

flocks
The

to attract the right bird to the right burrow, It was wonderful to see. Another
bird we saw a lot of was the Vhite Tern, It lays its egg on the bare branches of
the Horfollk Pines and pairs were nesting @ll along Lagoon Road, the main thorough-
Fare,

Lord Mowe Island is a bheautiful place with magnificent scenery and friendly

people and o great place Tor o guiet holiday. The Tolk at Sea Crecze Lodge cored
Tor us well and the Dirdos cnjoyed many laughs and T'm sure will have many happy
memories of our week on Laord ove, N

Cur thanks to Carbara and Crian tiales for orgenising the trip and alsoc to
Phil Dath for sharing his knowledge of the seabirds with us,

Feg Hidiinlay.

Lord towre Tsland Udird List Total 35,
Pee ee donkeon Keslrel Velcome Swallow
Vhite Tern Golden Vihistler BDlack—winged Petrel
Lord Mowe Silvereye Jo0o0ty Tern Tnglish Clackbird
Grey Ternlet nglish Starling “laskod Dooby
Shining Cronze Quckoo Painted Snipe sacred Kingfisher
Clacik Duelk lasiked Lapwing Ruddy Turnstone
Dlack Naddy Double~banded Plover Providence Petrel
Canded Land Ngil edge-cailed Sheareater fastern Swamphen
fFleshy-Toolted Shearwocer Lastern Golden Plover Great-vinged Petrel
himbrel Red-tailed Tropicbird Green-winged Pigeon
Uhite-faced leron Lord {love Tsland Vioodhen Lord Howe 1s Currawong
Dar—-tailed Godwit s50nn Thrush ’
Horace lard,

BIRD BRAINS

The 1939 movie IL Adn't flo Oin was to be a bio money-spinner For Paramount

Studios and they wonted to give it the Tull publicity treatment,

An eaqger, and definitoely imaqinativo, publicity man hit on the brijht idea of

shutting o nlatooun of parrcots in o room with a record that played the name of the
film over and over agoain, Lui+‘ soon Paramount were the owners of a flozk of
Teathercd Triends vihich could sqguawk "It ain't no sin" to order,

Dy this time, howover, tho studio bosses had changed the name of the picture .
o I'm no angel, -
Please remenber 1T you have any anippets to shoare with us forward them to the
editor and they may be used in future newsletters,

CONtlaneooans
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MARCH FIELO TRIP -~ TALLOWA DAM.

0n St. Patricks doy, onoa fine, sunny morning, 22 nuabors met at Tallowa Dam
Far our monthly outing, Tho dam s 2 gravicy mass dom situated al the
canfluence ¢f the Shoualhaven and Kangaroo Rivers in the LDorton Mational Park,

The gorge in which the dam is sited is overhung by immense cliffs of Nowra
sandstone comslete with caves and areas of ercsion which werec in deep shadow on
the growing heat and glere of the day. The Dell finers were in fine voice and
were a Joy to heoer and from the top af the dam we could sec a Little Pied
cormarant and a Great Cornorant, also an Azure [CingTilsher, liedge-tailed Cagle and
a ‘hite-bellied Sca-Cagle,

After morning ten (ocur secand) we sclt off on a delightfully shaded track down
to the water's edge at the bottom of Ethe dam, pessing through mixed eucalypt
forest, stands of cacia menrnsid, all with tiny flower spikes already formed, and

scabttered uraceful arching burirawany. About halT way down wg cameg upon an area
covered with roundcd stones of metamorphic origin, evidence aof past floods and
higher criver levels, Here the river galls grew plentifully and ot a Lower level,

where the uround wvas marshy, @ pink polvgonum held pride of place, then into a
thicket of river oak growing on silt denosited in the big floods scven years ago

and already fifteen to twenty feet tall, uUn the way down we say Dusky ‘Jood-
_sallow, Jrcky inter, Crested Shrilke-tit, Yellow-tufted lloneyeater, Lolden Vhistler
nd Lyrohird amongst others,

After returning to the cors we drove o 1ittle way then wellked along a
surveyors overorown track on top of the escarpment throunh an apen arma of scribbly
guin and strinogy burks and Chen on throuch heath vith a o white ericas in Tlower
and mountain devil, peorsoonia, bonksio ond too troee, growing but not thriving in
the thing sund and clay on top of the rocic of which large Tlat arces were at times
exposed. Further on the soil becane docper and the flob sondstone was replaced by
arge angular boulders and the vegetation changed to small shrubby trees of
Lucalyntus orimia (ymllow bluodwood} all budded up in groups of seven and ready to
burst forth at their appointed time, ere also were casuarinues , old man's beard
and blodkboys without thelr spears,

$

The boulders bDocume bDigger and more jumbled and prosently we wore at the edge
of the escarpuent with an extensive view bnack to the dam and down to the valley of
the sShoalhaven, Here vwe had our lunch in the shade of bonksias and on this walk
e caw cascern gpinenill, Dufous Uhistler, Mew Holland loneycater, Deautiful Fire-
tail, Jhite-eared iloneyeater and O-lgma and then it was time tao go back to the cars
and on to the third wall:,

his was &lQﬂ: a recently graded dirl road throua woodl and .of scribbl (@]
= = LAV ~. .\/ O 3
1

cilver top ash ano red bloodrood which was still covered in creamy blossom, This
trez was called 'pum tree' by Danks and Sulander because of the 'gum' exuded from
the damnged porces. This rea gun was used in early colonial days for the relief of
chest allments ana dysentry, bul with what degree of success T don't know,

Furthzr on we cone to open forest, Here the trees grew straight and tall and
e soil vas doriker and richer in hunous and Sydney peppermints throw dappled shade
zcross ohe roaud which nade Tor sleasant walking, The birds were not prolific here
but & Uhite-choeeked tloneyeabter, fouse Nobin and Urown Thornbill were sighted and a
trec~creeqcr heard, Ao total of 34 birds and no leeches were Lthe tolly for the day.

A totel of approximately 10 km was walked and a most enjoyable wallk it was,
Liany tharnks to Ur. Kevin Lills whe led the walk and to all other club members for
their company,
L

Peguy ilerrett,

]
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UNUSUAL  SIGHTINGS + FEBRUARY — MARCH, 1990,

Pheasant Coucal 1 tiaddens Plains 31/12/09 G, Laerwsll

Figbird b1 Kiama Downs 14/2 /90 o

Yellow-billecd Spoonbill 5 Shoalhaven tleads 27/ 2 6 &6 J. Parker

Tahitl Petrel z off ollongong 24/2 B, Fischer et al

GCrey Ternlet L " za/2 " "

Fermadec Petrel 1" " 24/2 " "

Dlack Petrel o " 20,2 o "

Vledge~tailcd Jhuarwatgr 1o " o) " .
(white-bellied form;

Spangled gJroanga 1 Cullid 1/3 I, Rowles .

Vhite-plumed Honeycater O Nth Jollongong 13/2 L. Williams,

COMMENT,

The Phewsant Coucol is included because it is wuite rare in the Illawarra
these days, this rccord being cnly th~ third since the 1900° s, Apart Trom the
good array of scabirds on the February boat trip it vas also pleasing to hear of
the 2.5 m Lecthery Turtle which gave oxeollent views to those on board, This irs
largest sea Lurtle in the world and cen grow to over S (10 Ft. ), It usually
lives in mors lropical seas, though 1t will venture down the hwustralian coast
when warm cu "rents are present, such es the doy of the boat trip, as evidenced by
the presence of scveral tropicael seabisds i.e, Tahitl Petrel and Grey Ternlet,

The white belliled Toim of the Jedge-talled Shearwater is only the second sighting
of f eastern Australia though this form does hbreed in lestern Australia,
Chris Chafer
AY
&+ 1
Lembers of 1.0.U.0. ere invited to join Shoalhaven Dirdos on their outings, the
programme for 1990 is as Tollows:-—
saturday apr. 7th, Levil's Glen Mature lteserve, meelt Secaunont 12,30
sunday i'cy. 13th, Orogers Creck, meel Derry Fost Cffice, 9 am
Saturday Jun, Gth, Yerriyong Vaole, meet Navy Jet, 12.30 s
e
Sunday Jul, Gth, Jendean Noad, meet Navy Jet, 9 am
saturday sug. 1lth, Clack Ash Mature Reserve, meet Derry ilountain/Tourist Road, 12,30
Sunday Sep. 9th, Brown's liountain, meet Illarco Noad/i{ighway, 9 am
sat/Gun, Gct, 13th, 1dth, cawmp, L2 Wile NDead, Tianjara. .
Saturday Mov. 10th, Lerara, meet Highway/Gussex Inlet turnoff, 1.30 pm )
Friday  Dec. 14Lh, Cangalee, O pwm barbecue, meet at Reserve,

For further information or to check on outings phonc Dorry Jirtue (044)6413389 or

Diana Wright on (044} 213425,

JATILBIRDS. olice neonr Shoelfificld learnt the hard
Lhe law coan be o wmistake.,  Laswering o complaint,
duciia that had been found uondering ncavby,
their constant clawmowring For Foud,
had soon plocoe
rUNAVIAY 3.

the paolisenen

S5y
Gl

way that abiding by the letter of
they took into custody eight
The Feathered Telons soon began dis—
turtiing the peoce of the locel nicly, driving the boys in blue yuietly gusckers wi
Negretting thoir initial zeal, 3
at the tor of thedlr Nost danted list the owner of the noisy
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CORBIMAL EAST NSW MOUNT WARRIGAL NSW KEIRAVILLE NSW CORRIMAL EAST NSW
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CLUB*S AIM This is to join together psople with a common intersest who wish to
' urther eir knowledge and enjoyment O he birdlife around them,
AwNUAL These are due on lst January sach year
SUBSCRIPTIONS FAMILY $10 SINGLE $7 STUDENT $2

Y

NEXT MEETING - /ill be held at the Fairy ilieadow 3enior Gitizens Centre, corner of

Collaery Avenue and Princes Highwey, Fairy tieadow, llonagay, l14th liay, 1590, start-
ing at 7.30 pm. Cur Guest Speaker for the evening will E£e fFred 3piteri, telling
‘us of his work with raptors. Those who saw Fred at a previous meeting will re-

member the magnificent live birds he broucght with him so maybe we will get to scee
ifome more of these beautiful creatures he works with.

NEXT FIELD OUTING + 3aturday, 19th tiay, at 9 am to the Blue lLiountains National
Park, We will enter at the end of hitecross Road, .inmalee. Praceed along the
Great .Jestern Highway to ths hewkesbury Rosd turn-off to Jichmond at Springwood.
The turn-off is on the right immediately past the overhead bridge over 3Jpringwood
by-pass of highway and is signposted "Richmond". yihitecross Road wWinmalee 1s an
left 5.3 km from highway with shopping centre in turning corner, Proceed approx.
m to end of Jhitecross RAocad where Netional Park signs will be seen. Park off
end of bitumen on gravel esrea at start of fire track. Travelling time from
W{ollongong is approx., 1 hour 35 minutes. gring a carry lunch and have a great deay.
Cur leader will pbe Jack Hyslop.

NEXT FILM NIGHT - The second film night for the year will be held at the home of
Earbara & Brian Hales, 39 Lake Parade, Corrimal tast, saturday 26th tiay, one
session only at 7.30 pm. Ering along a plate for supper, your camping chair if
you have one and enjoy an svening of good entertainment and company. The first
film night consisted of two excellent videos, "Black (Cockatoos" and "New Arrivals"
showing Superb, Red \inged and Regent Parrcts to name a few, Thanks to Lindsay
smith for supplying the videos. lwake a point of attending our next film night,
you are assured of an excellent evenings viewing.,

JUNE MID-WEEK WALK - This takes place June 6th and is to the Appin area. Ieet
around the corner to left at the intersection of Bull-aAppin Road and Appin-
Campbell town Road. 37 species were seen when we last visited this arsa including
the Crested Shrike-tit, Yellow-tufted and dhits-neped Honeyeaters and the lyrebird
was heard calling.

-1- CONtdeeonnnse



APRIL FIELD OUTING, MAIANBAR IN THE ROYAL NATIONAL PARK.

Qur April outing was held at Malanbar on the northern boundary of the Royal
National Park and the shore of Port Hacking. Eighteen members met at 9 am on a
mild, cloudy morning with some sunny breaks through the day. Ve met at the car
park just below haianbar post office and we were led on our walk by Bryan Kelly
who lives in the arsea and knows it well. VWie began by walking south~east along
Pacific Crescent for a short distance towards The Basin past homes with many old,
well preserved trees, among which we observed the Rainbow Lorikeet and Sulphur-
crested Cockatoo., iie branched off along a walking track which goes down a stesep
sandstone hillside to a bridge which crosses “The EBasin", & tidal body of water
with an outlet into Fort Hacking. We then enterad an area which has been built on
but those buildings will be demolished as the owners vacate them. ile covered this
area during the morning and it extends to Bundeena at the eastern end.

S3ome of the low lying areas were under water which blccked the tracks we were
to walk alaong, due to the heavy rains of the previcus few days,but we still had a
good morning walk and sighted a goocd number of birds, Cn a lake we had the
pleasure to observe a group of beautiful Chestnut Teal, both male and female, two
Pacific Slack Duck and seven Maned Duck. Saome other birds in the area wer: <tz
vWillie Wagtail, Crested Pigeon, Little and Red vWattlebirds, Lewin's Honeyeater, e
Grey and Rufous Fantall, Yellow Robin and Varied Sittella. 1t is a beautiful area
abundant in vegetation, on Hawkeshbury sandstone with a thin layer of soil on the
elevated areas which produces conditions conducive to the beautiful Angophora,
stately and abundant in the grea. Some of the many other species are the variety
of eucalypts, smooth barked Scribbly Gum, (Casuarinas, Lilly Pilly, Cabbage Tres
Falms, Blackboy and bracken fern. The Banksia Integrifolia and 3pinulosa wers
showing some flowers, On the tidal flats of the Easin were groups of .mangroves,

Following our walk around the eastern side of The Basin we returnsd crossing
the bridge and walking up a stzep rocky track and over to the other side of ths
headland to the home of Betty and Bryan Kelly where we had lunch, in the delightful
surrocundings there, The home is built on the rough sandstone hillside overlooking
Fishermans Say and Port Hacking. After lunch we returned to the track which follows
along the hillside overlooking The basin, a large body of water with a steep sand-
stone hillside surrounding a large part of it. It was a pleasant walk but we didn't
seg many birds there, The walk finished about 3 pm. For the day we observed a
total of 37 species, GSome of the birds sighted around the waters edge were the
Australian Pelican, Little Egret and Eastern Curlew,

APRIL MID WEEK WALK, KELLY'S FALLS WALKING TRACK, NEAR STANWELL TOPS. -

The mid week outing was attended by six members, meeting at Bald Hill at 38.30
am then moving along to Stanwell Tops. The walk was delayed a short time because
of rain but we made the walk except for the last few minutes when the rain came
again., It was cloudy all morning but we enjoyed the walk. The track bsgins on
the north side of the road from ald Hill, opposite where the road branches off to
Stanwell Tops. The track leads off through a wet eucalupt forest with a wide
range of vegetation including eucalypts, banksias, casuarinas, pittosporums and a
grounc cover of blackboy, reeds and grasses in the undisturbed areas with intro-
duced species growing where clearing has taken place, allowing privet and lantana
to take hold, The track led in through the forest to the rim of the valley in
which the Hacking River flows, then follows around the valley passing a number of
lockouts before arriving at the Kelly's Falls, which was'a beautiful spot. e
continued on around the valley through a tick bushland for some distance on the
north side of the valley, then the track descended into the valley, The track here
went through some open grassland before crossing the river and un a steep trail to
the road, a few minutes walk back ta where we left the cars. B8ird numbers along
the walk were not great. iie found them a bit patchy and not easily seen on the dull
morning and we observed a total of twenty species.

Horace ylard.

ConNtdeeceensas



APRIL MEETING - MEMBER'S NIGHT.

Although only & relatively small turn out of members, those present were
treated to some of the skills displayed by our members that shows they are not
total bird fanatics, Anne Scandritt showed us her bird stamp collection and
spoke briefly of the eerly pre decimal stamps with native birds, some of which
would be now worin quite a bit. Dorothy Payne exhibited two of her paintings,
one a landscape in oils and one water colour with hidden birds. Gwen Aobinson
showed a plate that she had painted with a decorative design and had placed on =
display stand, Wendy Hanks showed a cuilted Scarlet Robin on a library bag and
was vearing a T shirt with e cuilted Black Cocky flying across the front, Dors
Lockrey showed her collection of Gould League badges from 1935 to 1959, Nola
Williams took us through the research stages of her embroidering project of the
"iorld in my Garden"™ from a bird's eye view, The workwaomanship was exceptional
and was highlighted by the wooden frame crafted by Lennie Klumpes, Who said
some did not have interests that did not revolve around birds?

Je then saw a series of slides Trom Horrie iward on Lord Howe Island, Ron
Almond on Lord Howe Island, Brian Hales on, yes, Lord Howe Island, but all from =
different perspective, Richard Fackender on aome of the birds seen on his arocund
Australis trip, Bob idinlay on his trip out to the Broken Hill area and iiike

rphett on his bird study area of the old Excelsior Mine,

A thanks to all who helped make this a most enjoyable night followed by the
usually well prepared supper.

Chris Grandis.

- VAGANGY - EXCURSIONS OFFICER.

Chris Chafer has had to resign as our excursions oifficer Tor perscnal reasons

«and we take this opportunity to thank him for his work in the past. Cbvigusly
this position is now vacant and Tor various reasons cannot be taken on by any of
our existing committee members. e are appealing for more heln. The walks for

the rest of this year and the Cctober camps are fairly well catered for but we must
have a new excursions officer by at least November 1990 to plan next years

programme or excursions will cease for 1951, The Excqéions Officer is responsible
for deciding which areas the welks and camps will take place in and for co-ordinating
- me, The Cfficer does not necessarily have to attend all ocutings as leaders can

L« appointed for the day it they are informed, He/she would also be responsible
for arranging any coach tours and preparing a write-up for the monthly newsletter
-containing deteails of where to go, how to get there, meeting/starting times etc.

The rest of the committee and cther club members are all very helpful with leocations
etc, but we must have someone to take on the responsibility of Excursions Officer.
If you can take on this Jjob please contact any committee member as soon as possible,

CTL SPILL.
Auvcording to U5 environmentalists, the oDeratiqn by Exxon to clean up the
Alaskan coast after the massive oil spill in March (1989 has failed. The campany

claims that the harsh winter weather will degrade the o0il naturally and that they
can do no more, Cver 33,000 waterbirds (mainly puffins and petrels), 140 bald
gagles and S30 sea otters have died. 1t is thought that this is only a fraction
of the total deaths. About 200 otters were said to have been saved at a cost oF
40,000 each, Recent reports of thousands of birds dying in the Kodiak Island
region of Alaska may be linked with o0il that has worked its way intoc the Tood
chain,

Birds magazine,
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SANDED _ BIRDS.

Those of you who came on the February outing to Windang will recall that I
picked up a dead Wedge-tailed Shearwater on the beach., The bird had a band on
ite leg which I removed and later sent to the relevant authority - The Australia
Eird and Eat Banding Scheme, 1 recently received acknowledgement for the recovery
and relevant details which I will repeat here.

The bird was banded on Big Island on the Five Islands Nature Reserve by G. D.
Bell on l2st February, 1986, At the time the bird was regarded as a second year
Oor older individual and the period from then until recovery was 4 years and 9 days.
This means that the bird was at least six years old. I also received an interest-
ing and informative brochure about the scheme which I will put on the notice board
at the next meeting. None the less, some of the data is well worth repeating for
those whao are interested,

Every year over 80,000 birds of &ll species are banded in Australia by
amateur and professional researchers., Some of tiie most outstanding results are:-

Red-necked Stint - banded Hobart, 23rd Nov. 1979, recovered Luhua Village, China,
Zotn kar, 1936, Wedge-tailed Shearwater - banded wWollongong, lst Dec., 1535,
rgcovered Philipines, 17th Jun, 19886, Australian Pelican - banded Broome, 14th
July 1974, recovered iiest Lofibok, Indonesia, Aug. 1978, Sacred Kingfisher -
banded liudgee, 23rd Jan. 1969, recovered Trobriand Island, Papua New Guinea, 17th
Aug, 157G, Wandering Albatross -~ banded .iollongong, 9th Aug. 1975, recovered
South Gorgia, south Atlantic, 22nd Jan. 1976,

Saome long time periods have also been recorded:-—

wandering Albatross banded 3 Dec. 1954 recovered 14 Apr, 1982, 27 years 4 months

Sacred Ibis " 16 Gep. 1964 " 4 3ep. 1983, 18 " 11 "
Grey Teal " 18 Aug. 1957 " 28 Apr. 1981, 23 " 8 "
White—-nlumed Honeyeater " 28 Qct. 1561 " 11 Apr. 1976, 14 " 5 "
willie viagtail " 17 Cct. 15964 " 1 Mar, 1974, S " a "

It is also worth mentioning that Lindsay Smith is continuing toc colour band
Kelp Gulls on the Five Islands., He has been doing this for five years now and some
interesting long term data is beginning to show up. (Colour banded birds have been
sighted as far north as near Newcastle and South to Ulladulla, whilst other moder- -
ately distant sites include Botany Gay and Shoalhaven Heads.

So take note, if you see a Kelp Gull, have a look at its legs. The bands are
large and easily discernable with binoculars., There are two bands, usually differ-
ent caolours, an the same leg. Record the caombination, the place where you saw it
and the datz and pass the information on to either Lindsay or any club offics
bearsr, It only takes a few moments to record this data and in the long term every
little bit of information will fit together to show where Kelp Gulls go, how often
they move from place to place, longevity and time it takes to reach full adult
plumage and begin breeding etc.

By the way you might like to know the problers of banding the gulls are not
Just restricted to cetching the young just before they leave the nest. The main
aratlen is that the island on which they do most of their current breeding is not

accessible to a boat landing. You have to jump of f the boat and swim to the island,
climb up the barnacle encrusted rocky shore, find and band the birds, then swim back
to the boat. Not a bad way to spend a Saturday afternoon!

Chris Chafer,
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MACLEAY ALL AFLUTTER.

Sydney University's kiacleay Wuseum, unlike a number of others scattered around
Australia, is not an entertainment centre but a museum in the traditional mould,

Everything in it, right down to The solid cedar cabinets made in 18%0 and the
fossilised excrement of a giant lizard collected in 1589 from Dog Dung Creek in the
Upper Hunter Valley, N3, exudes a 1l3th-century aura,

The facleay imuseum has been a rather neglected part of the Sydney campus since
1833, when 3ir william hiacleay beqgueathesa to the university the family's natural
history collection which had been started almost 100 years earlier by Alexander
Miacleay, Quring the past century the mussum has been the racipient of culte a Tew
donations which have enhanced the original kacleay collection, the most recent
being a collection of mounted indigenous birds donated by a local licensed taxi-
dermist, The technical officer at the museum, hr. Stuart Norrington, saild the

birds were an important addition to the museum's vertebrate collection because many
- of the specimens collected in the 15th century wers no longer suitable fur display.

"iith time, the older birds become very fragile and the colours fade guite =
bit, These new birds heve all been collected in the past 10 years" he said., i.r.
Norrington was keen to stress that sll of the birds in the collection wers roead
victims or hed diecd a natural death and also that a person must be licensed by the
N donal Parks and .iildlife Service to collect, mount and preserve the birds.

The collection contains alarge number of parrcts and aviary birds as well zs =
significant number from the Nerrabeen area, which the museum staff said would
prove valuable in the Tuture when the lakes there silt-up. The iiacleay museum,
unlike the Nicheclson lLiuseum, also on the university campus, does not receive
purchese funding. It relies on donations made througnh the art's tax-incentive
scheme. The Suretor of Anthropology, Ls. Lydia Zushell, said: "The hiacleay's becuest
has been rather shabbily treated over the years.,”

PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF THE MID-WEEK WALK PROGRAMME FOR THE REST OF 1950,

June 8th Appin eres, lieet around the corner to left at the intersection of Zulli-
Anpin Road and Appin-Campbelltown Roed,

July 4th Elackbutt Sush. iieet at recreation area by proceeding into Jicodland Soad
of 7 3hellharbour Road then left into Blue Gum Place which leads into bush.

Aug, 1lst ('Brien's Road area. Mieet at park at corner of Princes Highway and
G'Erien's Acad, Figtree.

3ep. 5th liount Kemblza area, ieet at Lgokout {under power lines).

Nov, 7t St. Mary's Towers, Douglas Park, Mieet outside the gates by travelling

alaong tiount Qusley Road tao Picton turn-off, turn left into Picton Road

and continue to intersection with Wilton ARcad, turr right and continue for
about 200 m then left into road called bcoth Douglas Park Road anc Wit.
Keira Road, travel along that road for ebout 3 km to the gates.

These outings are held con ths first \lednesday of each month and the meeting time is

8.30 am in esach cese. Further enguiries €3 Ron Almond 2986512, Esme Gay 293463 or
rorace Jard 34347C.

TeA '}(/1
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UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS — MARCH - APRIL, 19590.

Spangled Orongo 1l Berry 1l war., B, Virtue
Black-winged stilt 10 3hellharbour Swamp s " G. & J. Parker
Emerald Dove 1 iiocnona g n K. Mills
Red-browed Treecreeper 1 O'hares Creek 11 K, Wills
Azure Kingfisher 1 Tallowa Dam : 17" K. Mills
Little Raven 12 Gerringong 19 " G. & J. Parker
Painted 3Sutton suaill 3 G'hares Greek 22 " K. Mills
Little Raven 10 iowra 22 " G, & J. Parker
Sooty Cystercatcher 23 Red Point 25 " D. udright
3pangled Orongo 1 Lake Heights 1 Apr. (. Chafer
Azure Kingfisher 1 W'gong University 1 C. Chafer
Crested Pigeon 41 Yallah 4 v R, Imisides
Crested Pigeon 1 Coniston 6 " G. Robinson
Spangled Jranga 1 [dt. varrical i5 C. Brandis
White-winged Tern 2 \indang 15 C. Brandis
Spangled Jrongoa 1 Bass Point 17 " C. Chafer
Yellow—billed Spoonbill 1 .Jindang 17 " GC. Chafer

C. Chafer.

EASTERL CAMP MURGA.

The Easter Camp held on Jue and Nell Skinner's property at kiurga was a huge

success and attended by 35 ctub members, There were activities for everyone with
lots of birds to be seen right con your doorstep. Besides the walks and the bird

watching other activities included a drive around the whole property with Neil
giving a commenﬁry an the farm machinery, trees, olants, nest hales, ants and
spiders, cattle and sheep, a visit to Parkes lkiuseum and Sewerage treatment works,
tsa and tabnabs around the camp fire, star-gazing, scrabble, a night with the
Skinner's viewing some excellent audio visuals (anyone know how to get rid of &
cat) mushroaom sprints and, if you stayed beyond ilednesday, a chance to show off
your brilliant driving skills, the course completed by all with flying colours,
well, nearly all, noc names mentioned, just that he is a member of the 5.A.G.C.0.
set! A big thankyou to all those members of the advance party for setting up
the amenities block and taking it down, the woodchoppers and the fire stokers
for the lovely hot showers and to all .other members for making it such a great
camp. A big, big thankyou to the escort party its a grand feeling tc know that
you cean always rely on your Eirdo friends to lend a helping hand.

tarbara Hales,

Cverheard at kiurga, when tnz skies
had cleared and the stars appeared.

"Daddy, Daddy, where's the
constellation called Erian?”

tiaybe Ali (aged not quite three]
has got the IB0OC hierarchy richt
after all!!

. Zealeay.

A EW CoNSTELLATION

OH BRIAN
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This is to join together people with a common interest who wish to

Turther their knowledge and enjoy

ment of the birdlife arcund them,

\KNNUAL

These are due on lst January each year
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NEXAT FIELD OLOUTING - 3ATURDAY 16th JUNE.
different to that stated in the yearly programme, Far va;ious reasans it h
gen decided to walk the Cox Vale Track near .iittagong. The ac<hsad is lcca
metras of f the Hume Highway, 3.7 <m west of kittagong. rollow the 1

outc af Littsgong s Serrima, do not taks the Zerrima by-sass road which
survesg of ¥ to tha 1 sut go straight ahead, The zntrance to the Sox Vals treck
is on the right i tely at the bottam of the tridgs. IT veu reach the

f r, Tnhe track has easy grades and

Please note that the venue is

as
ted
road

—h C

dombeyan JSavas turn off you have gone too fa
fcllows the formaticn of an historic railwey line passing through cuttings and
along =smbankments and through an 34 metre tunnel and ending &% a noint overlook
Nattal will meet at the trackhead carpark at § am. d&ring your
drinks and areat day.

i

ing
P ;
gacts anc

Gorge. Wl
navs

moo

NEXT FILM _NIGHT — SATURDAY 30th JUNE. This will take place at the males, 36
‘Lake Parage, Sorrimal cast, one sessicn only, starting at 7.3G om. Ering a plates

Two excellent
Canadian birds

and your czmping chair if yaou have ane.

Tor aur last film night on

videos were provided by
and some very interesting

shris Shatar
footage of Tish,
two outstanding

iT vou didn't come to the

Tilm night

not only did you miss out on

videos you missed cut on the .lumpges spacial soup and Nola's

rhubarb pie that nearly causcd z riot a2t suppsr tine!

MID—-WEEK WALKS -

Juna oth, is to the Appin arca as adverti
Latter, The July nid-week wellk takes slace on thz 4th
«=8T at the recreacicn area by proceeding into .oodland
then 127t intc Blue Gum Flace which leads into the bush.

322 vau at the next cne?

last manths nsws-
Blackbutt Zush,
shellharbour Hoad,

scd in
and i1s to
3oad off

CONtdeaass



We are sorry to have to inform members of the sudden death
Jack Costigan, at his home, on Saturday, 19th May, 1990.

Although less active in the club in recent years, Jack was
one of the people who attended the original W.E.A. course
which resulted in the formation of our club and he will be
sadly missed by his friends and fellow I,B.0.C. members,

Our deepest sympathy is extended to his wife hary and family,

CLIo=wEeK  wnbR,  BULLT PS5  NATURE ESERVE.

For thes l.ay mid-week outing twelve members met to enjoy the mild, origh

“sunny morning for the wz2lk inte the Bulli Fass kature Reserve, The walk wzss

zlong the firetreil starting aoout 100 metres below the elbow on Lullil Fass going
szcuth, The Tiretreail begins in the nature reserve and goes on 1o grivete mine
nroperty, esnding beyond brokers Nose but we only walked & pert of it, nftar e
few minutes the trail forked., The lower treil led tc & lerge dam but the only |
birds there were three iaustralasian Grebes, we joined the mein trail sgein oy -
climbing up & steep, wet, slippery track through the bush., It is & lovely ares

to walk., The unduleaeting treil winds elong & bench of the escarpment, crossing s
sgries of smell, wet gulllss. w~fTer the gprsvious wet ssascn the vegetaticn

arowth has osen vigorous with & very thick undergrowth, In the open ereas zlong
the treil crofton wesd and lantana have taken over. 3ome stands of Cangalow ana
Cabbsgetree Felms breax the regularity of the eucalypts with an occasionzal 3ed
Cecear along the narthern end of the treil, The birds were rather scarce thsare, _
waybe the strong westerly wind drove them into cover., The Lewin's moneyescter and '
Austrelisn Raven were the only Lirds heerd regulearly through the morning. Tne
femazle Cicadabird weas sighted high up in 2 sucelypt., Twenty TuC speciss vire
recorded during the morning including Gzng-canc Cockatoo, nustrelian Nestrsl,
Fan-tailed Jucikoo, Zrown Geryzone and hite-browed Treecrzeser,

WMAY  WEETING.

/ large gethering of members turned cut to hear ocur guest sceaker Fred
Spiteri tell us about his work with raptors. Fred had three birds of prey in =
boxas ready to bring to our meeting when he received a2 message that birds for re-
habilitation had arrived at Sydney Airport and it was imperitive that he collect
them immediately. 5o, at very short notice, he was unable tc comes to our mesting.
In one way w2 had first hand knowledge of ths important work he is doing and in a
very minor way we became involved, Cur Fresident, Erian, had somz fast manceuvring
to do to Till Fred's position at such short notice. Fortunetely in our club we
have many capable and enthusiastic members willing to help out, &l Emery and Dave
Thomson were the two who came to the rescue.

el talked about "attracting Cirds To Your Garden" znd supported his most
interesting taelk with slides and plant specimens. 0One hundred and four soecies
have vigited his garden and many have nested there, so he has a wealth of knowledce
to impart. wal used to be a strict native man but in time has mellowed {with
Hazel's help, to include some exotics im his list of bird attracting plants.

sDave talked ebout "Eird canding" and "Atlassing". He gave background inform-
ation about the bend sizes, information recorded (plumage, sex, ape and movement]
and recovery rates, He showed us some bands &nd & mist net - things many of us mey
not have seen - and described different methods of capturing the birds.

Eoth telks were most informative and even though Fred Spiteri was unable to
come we had a most interesting evening thanks to wWal and Dave,

Clive Rodwell



EASTER CAMP -.MURGA.

The Easter camp was held at Murga on the property of two wonderful people,
Sue and Neil Skinner, who were most generous and helpful to us while we were there,
The property of "Cleveland" is a beautiful place of 1500 acres, which is mainly
grazing land with a tree covered mountain in the centre, To the west of the mount-
ain 1s a valley with Reedy Creek winding its way through from the north, past the
farmhouse and dividing the grazing area where we camped with the dividing fence of
the next-door property in which is another low. hill further to the west,

By nightfall thirteen members had arrived at the campsite and for a place that
never gets rain, well that's ancther story. The first obstacle was a recently
ploughed area we had to cross which had had some rain in the morning., As we
arrived at the house we were met by Sue who welcamed us and a short time afterwards
Neil arrived, It was then a sunny afterncon when the first seven of our group
arrived at Gleveland, \ith Neil standing by we virtually slipped across the muddy
field and on to firmer ground for a while to the creek crossing. Going dawn the
creek was easy but getting out the ather side was a different matter, Neil's
tractor was of the greatest assistance up the other slippery bank, He was busy &all
afterncan as each one arrived he came along to pull them through the creek,.

Qur campsite was along the creek, claose to the shady River Gums where the birds
ere guite active. During the afternoon we had some twenty birds recorded. The
“Little Lorikeet was observed entering a hollow in an old dead tree nearby. The
ivaned Duck was investigating the hollows in a large tree., The Restless Flycatcher
and Hooded Robin were comman in the area around the camp.

Friday dawned a bright clear morning but through the day the clouds built up

until late afternoon it was guite grey. After lunch we had a walk scuth down Aeedy
Creek which winds down along the valley which Neil uses for grazing and sowing of

crops, Je followed closely along the picturssque cresk which was flowing freely
. beneath the gums lining the banks until we came to the spot where we camped in 15986
during our late Cctober camp. e raturned close to the treeline back to camp., On

Friday we added 13 species to our list for the camp saome of which were the Piad
Currawang, orown Treecreeper, Tree dartin, Richard's Fipit, 3peckled liarbler and
Aed-capped Robin.

Jaturday began with & littls =zarly morning rain which sased lzter when we had
e Tine afterncon., The evening around the campfire was ended prematurely when rain
came on again, The light rain didn't dater a group of kesn birdos., Geing re-

stricted same by the weather we nhad another walk down the creek as the rain was aonly
light and showery, The birds were still active although in the dull light were
ifficult to identify but in the two hours we wers gut we added ancther 15 birds ta
aur list, socme of which were the Clamorous Reed-Warbler, Little Pied Cormorant, Red-
browed Firetail, .ahite-eared Honeyeater and Piled Zutcherbird. While the weather was
clear in the afternocan small groups checked out the arsa especially around the trees
on the nillside. A Tew of the birds observed were the Elack-chinned Honeyeater,
Clive-packed Oriole, Rufous Whistler and iistletoebird., By Saturday the number of
campers hed swelled to 35 with two more members belng accammodated at the farmhouse.

sunday was a fine day so we walked north past the farmhcocuse then across the
hillside to Jjoin up with the road again along the northern boundary aof the property
where we walked along the road for a time to a little gully in the hillside where we
wandered among the trees for a while, There we sighted the Crested 3hrike-tit,
© Golden .histler, Striped Honeyeater, Fuscous Honeyeater and Red-browed Firetail., We
- continued on then to the property entrance and went scuth for a couple of hundred
metres to check out some large eucalypts along the roadside after which we made our
way back to camp returning about 1,30 pm,

iMlonday was a calm, clear day so we set cut on the planned walk which was tao the
south end of the mountain, then made the climb to the top., It was a steep climb and
a little rough but with a couple of breaks we all made it, The height of the moun-
tain is about 800 fzet above the campsite. OQur rest point was just short of the top
of the mountain where we had one of the many grand views of the surrounding country-
side with the rolling hills to the south., There too we could see, in a large tree,
a iedge-tailed Eagle's nest. The Jedge-tailed Eagle was freguently observed while
we were there, gliding over the hills.,

CONtdeeseeees



NURGA GCAMP  GONTD,

We resumed our walk up to the top and followed a rough, sometimes rocky,
course along the top of the mountain. There the trees were less vigorous in

growth on a thin top soil ..dixed with a lot of loose rocks. lLainly the trees are
eucalypts and cypress, The views Trom the high elevation were extensive., hount

Canoblas was cleerly visible, with its radio masts, some 60 km to the east. About
12 noon we had lunch at the northern end of the mountzin in an open spot in view of
the beautiful countryside and a good sighting of the Erown Felcon and Australian
Kestrel, From there we made cur way down to the road through the property and back
to camp arriving ebout 1,30 pm., The Rufous Songlerk and Chestnut-rumped Hylacola
were observed on the walk.

Tuesday. Neil took us on, as he said, a three hour tour of the property
beginning &t 2 am and Tinishing at 2 pm. There is plenty to see on the extensive
1500 acres property. He gave an in depth talk on the various aspects of farming,
the eguipment and the area in general including the vegetation. e had a very inter-
esting time. 3Some of the vegetation he described was the Red River Gum, hite,
Yellow and Apple Eox, Clack and \ihite Cypress and Kurrajong trees. The tree covered
mountain in the centre of the property runs roughly north and south and is surrounced
by open grazing land on which have been recorded over 120 species of birds during anc
since our first visit there in Gctober, 19838,

Wednesday we drove into Farkes., e called into the historic museum and spenc ar
hour or so there. Among the exhibits were a number of bird skins which we identitied
for them., e hac an interesting time looking over £ll the antiques on show, After

lunch we drove to the birdo's Tavourite spot, the sewage ponds, They consisted of
three main ponds of which two were shellow with some waders, The third had a number
of Zlack 3wans, Grey Teal, shoveler, Fecitic zlack Duck, Australasian and Hoary-
headed Grebes enjoying the habitat. \ie also sighted the white-headed stilt, l.asked
Lapwing and Elack-Tronted Plover., Leter on Yednesdey afternoon light rain begern to
fall and it became much heavier through the night. i

Thursday, the rain continued with a short break in the morning but becoming
heavier through the afterncon. As the rein caused the cresk level to rise, one by
oneg we moved up the hill away Trom the rising weter which was & good move., Zy
Friday morning the creek had broken its banks and continued to rise as the heavy
showers continued through the day. The cloud capped mounteain gave us a reminder of
the previous Zaster et Gloucester. (Cne likes to see the sun but when thes clouds
descend on the hills and a swecllen creek the landscepe takes on its own specisl cap-
tiveting beauty. As much of our time was taken up with moving our tents and vans we
didn't do much birdwatching that day.

Friday, showers were generally light and by afterncon the creek height had
fellen slightly but the light was poor for birdwatching., The iielcome Swallows were
active and a Tamily of Brown Treecreepers were regularly observed on the other side
of the creek. Sulphur-crested Cockatoos were heard in some tress to the west but
smaller birds were hard to see,

Saturdey morning the sky wes clear but by mid morning the sky Secame overcast
egein and by mid-cay light misty rein was felling and increased through the afterncon.
in the early morning while the weather was clear the birds were active. The Little
Lorikeet, Black-taced Cuckoo-shrike, Australian Kestrel and Peaceful Dove were seen
eround the camp while the Diamond Firetsil, ilhite-plumed Honeyeater, Grey Fantail,
Southern \White~Tace and Red-capped Robin were observed on the hillside.

Sunday arrived., The day to leave our beautiful campsite. All packed and ready
to go about 8,30 em for the wet slippery drive out of Cleveland. \ie set off, Laurie
leading the way, HRe got a little close to the edge of the track and was bogced but
was soon on his wey again with a little help. All went well until we arrived at the
iendegery Lreek bridge which was under water., i/e had to turn about, then with some
help from Neil and Sue we arrived at the sealed road near Bumberry after a number of
creek crossings along the road. ‘e travelled about 25 km in three hours to reach the
sealed road. ([ur thanks to Sue and Neil for all their help and generosity while we
camped at Cleveland, The total number of sightings for the camp was 106 species,

92 species observed on the property of Cleveland.
Horace Vard

Contd,  v..es



SLUE MOUNTAINS NATIGNAL PABK WALK,

On Saturday, 19th liay, 1990, ten members of the Illawarra Sird Observers Club
met at viinmalee at the entrance to the Blue Mountains Natiocnal Park. It was a
perfect autumn day - the sun warm, the air crisp as is to be expected at 304 metres
elevaticn,

Led by Jdack Hyslop, we walked down a wide, rough, graded track through wood-
lands and open forest with large arsas of tilted sandstone protruding through the
sand and clay. The trees were quite large considering the poor guality soil.

These were mainly Zanksila serrata complete with big bad Banksia men in situ, Eanksia
spinulosa with their hairpins at the ready, Eucalyptus gummifera, the prototype

gum tree, Lambertia and Grevillea sericia were flowering (they always seem to be]
and a number of geesbungs and scme cld men's oeard.

As we continued downwards the air became cocler, the lear littsr and numous
thicker, the soil better guality and the vegetation thicker. Presently we heard
the saound of running water and we Tollowed a narrow track alcong a creek, in whase
steep banks were the burrows of unknown animels. The undergrowth was thick here, in
nlaces brackesn grew tao six feet high, in others maiden hair, water fern, fan fern
and ulld v1olet all comoetOd for living space.

'black Natule (whlch isn't a wattle but a Ca*llconla and is the species that Black
Jattle Eay in 3Sydney was named after as 1t grew thers profusely 'til it had been
Cleared Tor use in the "wattle and daus" houses in\vogue in the early days} faorming
an understaorsy to the spotted gums { fuc, maculata; which are as tall and impressive
in stature as their dimpled and mottled bark is conspicuous in colour and stately
Sydnay blus gums {=uc. seligna; with their cool blue-white trunks and their dark,
untidy stockings dargling around their ankles. Ahead of us was a small cliff com-
373*“’y covarad wit : ies of very large ferns - all flourishing and,

r inped caontinucously into a small man made

2 in this lovely spot, sitting on logs provided
ed by a chorus of whipbirds.

33 we rasumed our walk elong the zaptly named clus
muchn of intersst. Lyrebird scraichings znd ca

& 23ssum's nest, & huge tree with galles =2
lusters oT seed JOdS hanglnﬁ down., e ev
nce weres splphytic orchids, alas not in flower,
znty of Gray Fanum-ls and a Little Jattlebird,
is one complete with barbecus and nerz it was
nine.

}J

Q
w

c
AT ter lunch we continued =2long the same track and a most interesting sight was

3

a Large green slug witn a red, diamond shaped wmark in the middle of its back and a
rad Trill around its adge. It was surprisingly well camauflaged as it sat? lay?
among the fallen gum leaves, pPresently the track started ascending the bush became

drier looking and more sparse and there were rock cverhangs and caves some af which
nad resmarkable orange honeycomb markings and bands of dark ironstone and pudding-—
stane, Angcphora trees now made an appearance and their contorted branches and
bright orange bark causad tnem to l1cck conspicuous zmong the more scmbre tones of
the rest of the tush.

We continued upwards, the air became warmer and the group spread out for the
first time., .Je saw one Beautiful orchid, species unknown, guite a few late flower-
ing flannel flowers looking somewhat bedraggled, a kookaburra, Yellow-tailed Zlack-—
Gockatoo and a Golden (histler,

In due course we arrived back at the cars after a most enjoyable day. Many
thanks Jack for leading the walk and toc fellow club members for their company, All
told we saw twenty four species of birds and no leeches,

Peggy Merrett,

CONtdeeesoaao
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KORRONGULLA _WETLANDS.

Yes, the club is still looikin. &fter the wetlands at Primbee, but with
all the wet weather over summer organising a working bee was not possible,
All that has been done is to keep the track open and remove some blackberries
and bathurst burr, Gf the seventy odd casuarinas that were planted last year
and not stolen during summer, about twenty five are still elive, although a
few look a bit water logged and yellow, Overell the ares looks well after
the rain but there is little bird life there othor than the local bush birds,

A peir of swans did raise six young and & few black duck were observed
with very smell ducklings,

What 1s recuired on Seturdeay, 10th June, that's the Sundey before the
next meeting, is & few willing helpers to pull the new growth of bitou and
lantana that hes popped up in the areas previcusly cleared and in areas
being revegitated by natives. The path at the back alsc needs widening as
the lantana is gradually closing in over the area opened by us last year and
the reeds will require trimming with a brush cutter.

Hoping to see & few there for the morning from £,3C to help mainteain
this 1ittle ocasis in suburbia, bring your gloves etc., and of course morning
tea, every 1little bit helps,

Chris Erandis,

"ON THE ROAD TD WITTENOOM".

"Just to add interest, each time we drove slong the road, & Feregrine
Falcon come Trom nowhere and gliced along beside us, to catch insects,
disturbed by the passing of the car. The locel Ranger tola me that it did
this with almost svery car that pessed, the grass and lLullae Wulle were so
thick that it wes difficult Tor the bird to catch his food in it and he had
learned that some took wing each time a car passed,'

e
=}

extract lleyflower Witness
supplied by Nola williams

LAST LAUGH.

In June 1880 we had an atlaessing camp at Putty. 0On one of our welks we came
across a patch of droppings on a farm track, with an obvious roosting perch ebove
but nc rooster. Return that night showed seven Laughing Kookaburras roosting
side by side, snupgled up close, ell facing the same wey and the inner five with
heads tucked under their wings (1eaving those on the end on sentry duty?).

In April 1983 at Numeralla (near Cooma) I came across a patch of droppings
on the edge of a bitumen road. Agein there was, an obvious roost above but no
rocsters. Return at night revealed six Laughing Kookaburras sleeping shoulder to
shoulder on the roost. -

Dave Thomson,
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NEAT MEETING - #ill be held at the Fairy iieadow Genior Gitizens Centre, corner of
Golleery avenue and Princes liighway, Fairy lieadov, lionday, 9th July, 1850,
starting at 7,30 pu, Uurr Guest gpeslier Tor the evening will be Jin Wallace.

rJim ds the Principal at Greenwell Point School and he will speak to us on his
special interest in Gniders.

;NEXT FIELD DUTING = SATURDAY, ldth JULY, This wonths wells will be on the
wodi Jodi Track at Stanwell Parld, de will weet at the stanwell Park ailway
“ototion alt 9 o, This 0,5 ki scenic winlking track was devoloped in close co-
opuration with locel coamunily groups from Goslcliff and Stanwell Parc worlding
consistanily to goin support From the government, Wodi Vlodi was named after
une ot the Flve Aboriginel Tribes who lived along the Illawarra Goast, Please
bring a coarry lunch,

TNEXT  FILM  NIGHT - SATURDAY 28th  JULY. This will be the fourth and final
film night for 1990 held at the home of Lrian and Darbara MHales, 39 Lalke Parade
corrinal tast, As usuul there will be uvne scssion starting at 7.30 pm,  Please

bring your camping chair if you have one and a plote to share at supper time,

MID-WEEK WALKS - July dth to Clackbutt Oush is as stated in the last newsletter.
e August mid-weelk wallk tokes place 1st jwugust in the U'Criens Road area, l.eet
at the corner of Princes Filghwex and 8'COriens Hoad at 3,30 am. Oring morning tea,

NOVEMBER GOAGH  TRIP. We are hoping to organise a trip to Taronga Park Zoo

for our Hovember outing providing we cen get sufficient numbers to make the trip
viable, We need to have names in at the July meeting and probably money paid

at the August meeting. Lost of the coach Fare will be around $10. Zoo entry is
w10, 80 adults, $4.50 children 4-15 years, »5.50 pensioners, these are consessian
rates, normel entry is .12 Tor adults. Enquiries have been made to gain access
to the breeding, cuarantine and sick bay areas Tor birds, Ve were able to visit
these areas some years ago and we weres also given a very informative and inter-
esting guilded tour, Although I am sure most of us would rather see birds in the
wild the Zuo does offer the opportunity Lo see species some of us woulu never get
to see i.e. Thc Lord Howe Island tioodhen to name one, If you cannot coms to the
July meeting please register your interest with a committee member,

Carbara flales,

Crtde....
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JUNE  MONTHLY MEETING.

The Wonday nightspeaker was Fred Gpiteri who is a local bird of prey re-
habilitator who arrived with his "agprentice", Peter, and four of their patients.
Fred's aim in rehablilitating an injured bird of prey back into its natural life
is to ensure that it is in pealk fitness and has its hunting technique finely
tuned., Firstly, the injured bird must be treated, often by VWollongong
veterinarian iike Gannon, and the probable success of the treatment assessed as
raptors require everything going for them to survive out there on their own,
Uuring convalescence the bird tends to Torget the hunting technigues it has
learned from its parents andit gains fitness and timing chasing the falconer's
lure and finally proving its ability on live introduced prey such as sparrows,
It is only when Fred is confident that the bird can survive on its own and not
go hunting in the local pigeon lofts that it is released to continue life as it
was meant Lo be,

Peter brought in a young Temale Australian Goshawk that he has flying to his
hand already, although the injured wing still has a little droop. Fred had a
hand reared Nankeen Kestrel on his fist that thinks humans are its parents and
will probably never be able to be released into the wild but could be used to
study the breeding biology of the species. Fred then displayed a female Collare

oparrawhawk with its wing in plaster. This species is extremely nervous and |
generally refuses to eat and actually die of fright but this bird is eating and
Fred is confident that there is chance of success. Next Fred displayed a young

female Peregrine Falcon whose injured wing did not heal correctly and could only
Just fly and could also be used as a breeder if facilities were more readily
available, ALl this work is done without any assistance from even government
bodies, most of whom appear almost negative to the rehabilitation of non-en~
dangered species of native fauna.

Ron Simcock carried the vote of thanks from all of us for this most
interesting hands on experience and we all wish Fred and Peter all the best in
the future, which would be for humans tu care for the native birds and animals so
that they do not require rehabilitation,

Chris Brandis.

MID-WEEK  WALK, APPIN AREA, JUNE 6th, 1990.

The June mid-week outing was attended by seven members meeting in Appin at

the intersection of the Culli-Appin Road, at 8 30 am. \le drove tc Orook's Point
Road, then south to an area of bush on the right. It was a bright, sunny morr
ing, after a few brief showers through the night. We entered the area at the
gate and walked some of the tracks for about 90 minutes. Birds wire rather
scarce there, ve heard a number of calls but didn't see any bird: for a time.
Then the Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Gang-—gang Cockatoo, led-browed F:retail,
Yellow, Grown and Striated Thornbills and Grey Fantail were sightec. The Yonga

Pigeon, Castern wWhipbird and Fan-tailed Cuckoo were heard calling i¢s we walked
around, a number of times, although they were difficult to see.

We then drove to a lovely spot near Campbell town, Turning ol f the Appin-
Campbell town Hoad to the north about two km before Gampbelltown anct across the
lledderburn Road to a car park above "Yoolwash® in the Georges River Reserve, an
extensive area alang the Georges River. It was a short walk down to the river,
rather steep but really worthwhile. Un a sharp bend in the road the river came
into view in a deep, narraw gorge. The oteep, narrow gorge is thickly wooded
with tall trees, some of which grow straight out of the sandstone racks. Among
the eucalypts are a number of Angophoras in their normally deformed shapes. A
little lower down the road and looking back up to the cliffs there are some of
the most beautiful weather sculptured rocks above. Un our way down we observed
the Gpotted Pardalote, Brown Gerygone, Silvereye, Urigma and as we reached the
river a beautiful Azure Kingfisher., Then the group moved on to another spot in

the Georges River Nature Reserve along the Wedderburn Road but as I didn't stop
there someone who did may report on it. During the morning we recorded 30

species, 27 at aAppin and 7 at \Wioolwash with 4 species in both places.

Horace YViard
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BUXVALE  WALKING TRACK, SATURDAY, 16th JUNE, 1990.

For the June outing 31 members wmet at the Trackhead Carpark of the toxvale
Valking Track, located 3,7 km west of iittagong for the June monthly outing, on
2 cool, clear and calm morning., Glouds bullt up through the morning until about
©11.30 it was overcast and threatening rain, The wallk, beginning at the carpark
winds through some stunted vegetation and some exposed sandstone to the beginning
of the old, disused, historic trainline track, alang which the main walking
track follows for about 4.5 km to what was once a facility For the loading of
coal, the reasaon for the building of the railway track, It was used for a short
period but was abandoned about 100 years agoa.

The country through which we walked is basced on a Hawkesbury sandstone
formation with a thin topsoil layer. aAt the beginning isstunted growth that
develops along the track which is along a spur which forms the edge of the
Nattal Gorge where the HNattal River flows., The area with a low rainfall and
much of it on steep rocky terrain creates a dry sclercphyll forest. The forest
sustains some large trees and has been logged periodically for commercial gains.
Jome o the tinbers there e Lbessmate, Lountain Ash, Ironbark and Stringybari<,
I'he understorey consists of a variety of vegetation same belng tea trees,
anksia tricafolia and Ganlksia Spinulosn, the latter was flowering quite freely
over the area.

At the beginning of the wall: is o large dam where we sighted the Liusk Uuck,
nustralasian Grebe, Little Pied Gormorant, Eurasian Goot and wWwhite-faced Heron.
The walk along the track is easy along the embankments and through cuttings,
althouah some of the euttings have collapsed sides and there it is a bit rough.
5ince the cease of railway -operations natural regeneration has occured alang the
embankments and in the cuttings. CGonditions in the cuttings vary producing a
variety of vegetation due to soil, aspect and drainage., Une supporting Casuar-
inas, another Treeferns or gums..

e left the railway track at a point to go to Forty Foot Falls along a
Firetrail which led through an open cucalypt forest. A level walk until we
branched off to go to the Talls where the track became very steep and rough.
The track descended steeply over rocks and down steps built into the track to
go down to the falls. The Turest change was dramatic in the deep gully, being
wet and sheltered the birdlife changed, From a lookout spot near the bottom
une could see part of the falls going down into the gully and the Nattaili Creek
flowing on down the gully. Some of the group continued on down to the Toot of
the falls and walked in under the falls on some ledges behind the cascading
water., Jame of the Lirds along this part of the walk were the Golden lihistler,
Lraown berygone, Listletoe Uird, Silvereye and a group. of Varied 3itellas at the
top of the gully.

leturning to the railway track was a pleasant walk allong the firetrail
where wattles were in flower in various shades of yellow and cream., aAfter the
wet season fungi was growing freely on the many fallen, dead trees on the forest
floor, Un the way back to the main track the Scarlet Robin, led-browed
Firetail, Tellovw-tailed Black Cockatoo and New iiolland Honeyeater were seen.

iiejoining the main track again we moved on through Boulder Cutting and Fern
sutting and the tunnel, then had lunch in a clear spot about 1 pm., ile re-
turned alung the reilway track arriving back at the car park about 3 pm, For
the day we recorded 37 speciucs,

Horace Via a,

contd.....
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LOOKING FOR BIRDS ON  THE NORTH  ISLAND OF  NEW ZEALAND.

puring kay 1990, Jacqueline and 1 spent three weeks on the North Island
of New Zealand. iew Zealand is not rceknowned for a diverse plentiful avifauna;
it supports Far fewer birds than australia, although we did manage to see a wide
range of birds during our visit. Uirding in New Zealand is not made exciting
by the promise of a lengthy species list at the end of the holiday, or by the
abundance of the birds, at least as far as the bush birds are concerned., There
are, however, some uniguely [Hew Zealand birds to be found: In all we recorded
U3 species during a pericd of 20 days on the North Island. &luch of New Zealand
is dominated by exotic birds and, of the G3 species observed, 21 Or 33, have
been introduced by Luropeans, The total of 42 native species appears rather
disanpainting when campared with the 00 to 60 species one could easily observe
in a single day in Australia,

Unfortunately, many native llew Jealand birds have either become extinct or
are very rare today, only being Tound on small offshore islands., The intro-
duction of severasl dozen manmal speciss to a country which only naturally has
two small bats, and massive clearing of the vegetaiion have caused a drastic
decline in the fauna, particularly birds. Une brochure claimed that New Zealand
has 1U, of the world's endangered bLird species. The picture is not totally
bleal:, however, The conservation service has beconme a world leader in the breed
ing and re-introduction of endangered birds to the natural enviromment. This
mainly occurs un off-shore islands where mammalian predators can be controlled.
same of the wast important reserves for Lirds are the small islands off the coast
such as Little Uarecier Island, Other "islands" which support many native birds
are the larger areas of native bush, particularly those caontained within the
naltional parks systewm, Ve were partvicularly keen to visit the six parks on the
ilorth Island, and visited all but one. This includes two maritime parks which
cover coastline, bays and off-shore islands, In addition to its large
national parks and Torest parks, there are wmany scenic reserves in New Zealand,
These range in size from less than one hectare to many hundreds of hectares, and
are scattered throughout the country, lany of the bush remnants seen along the
roodside display signs indicating their status as scenic reserves, Scenic
Neserves often provide pleasant wallis on well established tracks, often with
panphlets and clear sign posting. JSome scenic reserves also cover areas of g

oastline snd wetlends.,

The most common birds on the ilorth Island are introduced species, The most
comicn ond widespread species that wve saw wers the Gommon liynah, Uleckbird,
Lhaffinch, Yellowhamazi, Goldfinch o iwuse Sparrow.  Tohe australian iisgpic is
elso introduced and is guite cowmmon,  Uther species intiroduced from sustralio,
ol thaough not (yotj 0s common or widespread as the nustralian lagple, sre the
tastern foselle and the 3ulphur-crested Gockatoo. Jowe species which are either
native or self-introduced fron Australia bave increased dramatically in numbers
since kuropean settlement because of the creation of extensive areas of cleared
lend. Jdpecies in this category include welcome Swallow, hite-faced Heron and
l.asked Plover, The most common and widespread native species observed, in
addition to the above three species, were the Pied Fantaill, 3Silvereye and New

caland Kingfisher (our Gacred itingfisher). In open counLly, the Harrier (known
us the gwomp Harrier in Australic) is common and is found throughout the
country, being the only common bird of prey. This species appears <o Fill the
role of several species of birds of prey in Australia. 1t is commonly seen
feeding upon road-killed Urush-tailed Possums, of which there is an abundance,
as well as over wetlands and bush areas.

in the bush areas, other native species to be seen include the HNew Zealand

Pigeon, Morth lsland Tomtit, Grey uarbler, Porepork, Tui and Gellbird, Uther
species fe@OLde, but only in larger arecas were the iifleman, ‘hitehead and

Morth lsland Robkin, Uespite searching, some of the rarer species were not Found.
The Kiwi, a national symbol of New Zealand, is represented by three species, one
of which, the brown {{iwi, is still quite cowmon in many bush arceas. Unfortunate—
ly, we did not see any in the wild as they are nocturnal and very secretive, ‘le
did, however, see them in the nocturnal house at Utorochanga, liost of the rarer
native birds were seen at Otorochanga Lird Parlk, which is well worth a visit.

contd,....
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The Tollowing gives some idea of the birds one could expect to see in an
averuge bush area, such as at a reserve known as the Trounson Kauri Park, about
40 km north of Uargaville in the nortih-western part of the North Igland. Un a
one and a half hour walk through the reserve, which is composed of mature Kauri
forest surrocunded by cleared land, 19 species wevre observed; 11 of these were
native. last of the birds were associated with the cleared area rather than the
forest.

Jetlands are always worth a visit to see new birds., Two common and wide—
spread species in wetlands and puaddocks throughout the island are the Pukeko,
a relative of our swamp hen, and the Poradise Ghelduck., In the far north, the
Brown suail was commonly secen near low lying areas with a thick cover of vege-
tation, Tho most common wetland species is the introduced hMallard, which is
ubiguetous . Un many of the lakes the introduced 0lack Gwan i1s also cammon,
llative gpecies commonly seen were 3Shags (three species), Grey Teal, Grey Nuck,
new Zealand Jcaup, Hew Zealand Shoveller and Pied 3tilt, Less common species
seen were the Australian Goot, White lHeran (known here as the lihite Egret) and
New Zealand Jabchick.

The number of species of sea birds and waders found in New Zealand is
similar to that found in Australia. Unfortunately, liay is the wrong time of the
year for viewing waders, and few were observed. Gimilarly, it was too late to
see mainland breeding colony of the Australian Gannet at Cepe Kidnappers, near
Hopier, e did, however, cxperience cn: earthgualke there;

we have a great deal of information on rescerves and places to visit on the
North and South Islands, should anyone be contemplating a birding trip to New
coeland,  Please Teel free to come and see us for some tips on where to go.

Kevin {iills,

BOWERBIRDS IN DANGER.

After reading John Pollard's article in I.bB.U.C. News, No. 122, April, 1939
on the danger of blue dairy rings to the Jatin Uowerbird, I raised the issue at
the npril meeting of the Shoalhaven Conservation Society, A letter was sent to
Nowra Dairy Go-op, who assured us they werc concerned but, to quote; "Unfort-
unately, it is not a simple matter of Jjust changing colours, marketing concepts
and research is involved with paclkage changes".

A letter was theon sent to the [iinister of Environment, Lir. Tim lioore. In
August I receilved a'phone call from Lir. Woore's office requesting the name of
the manufacturer of the plastic containers concerned, This information was
passed on and 1t was not until Liay this year that we received a letter from
which I quote; "Thank you Tor your letter of 3lst July, 1989. I apologise for
the delay in replying to you, I requested a report on Satin Cowerbirds from
the National Parks and \iildlife 3ervice and subseguently met with the Plastics
industry Associetion, "Your concerns were raised with the Association at that
meeting and they are currently investigating the possibility of modifying milk
container tops",

lir, f.oore suggested we contact the Plastics Industry Association to follow
up on any developments, This has been done and I shall pass on the answer when
received, It is most gratifying to find that not all "small " matters are
1 within the red tope of governmeni donertments,

Liona wright.

contd,....



PROJECT CUTTLEFISH.

1t is well known chat albotrosses visit the coastal seas off Wollongany

each winter to Feed on cutllelich, The Tour albatross species which ceccur
regularly are Jlandering, Clacike-browed, Yellow-nosed and Shy. Cul only the
Joandering Albatross is banded here, This activity is nmade possible because

-

of the species insatiable appetite For cuttlefish and a good supply of food,

Jdanderers gorgz themselves so yreedily that they are unwilling to fly

and are cosily caught in & net tossed from a boat, Uanding operations which
vere pionesred by the late Doug Gibson are continued taday by Harry Battam,
About 4,000 danderers have been banded since 1956, 1,500 have been

recovered; some while breeding on islands in the Gouthern Ucean, othors when
they return to Dellambi,

The large cuttlefish which provides Tood vor the ganderers has a bone
about 30-50C cm long wnd is found on the surface. After the flesh is eaten,
the bones are washed onto the beaches, An interesting Teature of this large
cuttlefish is its unknown distribution along the coast. iHow far does it
extend north and south? Une way to answer the guestion is to count cuttlebones
on beaches after storms in the Tasman Sea.

Une such storm occurred on Londay 13th June, 1990, Thirteen club members
vellked in teams of two or three on 2 beaches in-the area on Wednesday 30th June.
Cuttlebones were Tound mainly to the north, although Ulive Rodwell, Don and
Vera Rogers were happy to Tind 5 cuttlebones and a yellow-bellied ssa snake on
Pericins Beach. Ceach-washed seabirds were also looked for {a secondary
project] out none were Tound. llore comprehensive survey data is reguired be-
Tore sny conclusion can be made but the project has at least begun, As one
menber remarked we now have the embryonic data.

cuttlefish and squids are cephalopods, a word which means head-footed,
They are so called because the tentocles are in a ring around the mouth, Two
tentacles, much longer than the other cight, are shot out to seize prey and
retract it to the grasp of the short arm:, Uctopus are also cenhalopods but
only hove eight tenltacles.

I welconme discussion with pouople interested in all aspects of "project
cutllefiocn”, parciculorly those who would like to td<e part in Tuture surveys
oL

after winter storms.

lhevin L,ood,

A MANAGEMENT  PLAN  FORL NEW  350UTH  WALES  WADERS. information needed.

Gvar the last ten years there hoave been o number of najor studies of
vaders and of estuarine ccosystems in MNow South wales.  The W35a Heticral FPorlis
ana Jildlife Gervice is now reviewing this inforwmotion and preparing a manage-—
ment plan Tor wvaders in this state, ALl waders ore being considered but the
enwmhasis is on the woders and the problems in estuarine wetlands, The Tirst
objeotive is tu didentify the important sites Tor waders and establish prior-
ities Tor reservation, The second oubjective is to identify the speciiic prob-
lens for waders in this state and to decide what wanngement actions the Service
should be taldding, both inside and outslde reserves.,  The third objective is tu
identily the gaps in our kinowloedge and to malke recomsendations an reserach and
monitoring programnes whiclhi the service should be initiating ar supporting.

no plea Tor information, IT yvou hove unpubliched roecords of nunbers of
wadlers at specific sites, please let wme linow, 1T am anxious to Tind out the
mescLnug number of waders of coach speoics scen at eoach site over the last ten
vens o so. also 1 owould be grabteful TFor any information or opin‘ons on the
particular conscrvation problems at coch site, ALL inTornation to be sent to
Peber Guith, 44 lavkins Parade, Glaxlandl, NS0 2779 or phone (047 39 5312
uny  cime,
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NEAT MEETING - Will bDe held at the Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens Centre, corner
of Collaery Avenue and Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow, on Monday, 13th August,
. commencing at 7,30 pm, Qur Guest Speaker for the evening will be Mr, Martin
| Sullivan of the Australian Customs Service, His lecture on "Bird Smuggling"

will be supported by the showing of a video tape and various handouts. Martin,
* "Inspector, Earrier Controly has been with the customs service for twelve years
and he has just finished a tour of duty from Port Kembla to Narcaoma giving

lectures on the New rauna Task Faorce Operations, For a minority of people the
temptaticn tc poach our beautiful wild birds to keep or sell illegally is too
great. Come and see the invaluable work being carried out by people like

Martin to protect Australia's birds which give so much nlsasure to us Sirdos.

NEXT CUTING - This will be to Kaorrungulla Wetlands, Perkins 3each, Sush and

sand Ounes and, time permitting, Coomaditchy Lagoan, We will meet at the
western side of Korrungulla at the gate situated in Nicolle Aoad, Primbee at
8,3C am, 8ring along your morning tea and lunch,

MID-WEEK OCUTING FOR SEPTEMBER - This takes place on the 5th and is to the
Mount Kembla area, Meet at the lookout under the power lines at 8.30 am and
don't forget your morning tea.

.Y TARONGA PARK ZD0O GOACH TRIP, NOVEMEBER 17th,- Arrangements for this trip

| . are well in hand. Cwing to the varied commitments mf tne organisers it would

‘ be a great help if as many members as possible could pay their $10 coach fare

- as sgon as possible, There are only two more meeting nights and it would be
convenient to have this outing finallsed before the Cctober camps. Your
early coc—operation will be greatly appreciated,

ADVANCE NOTICE - SFor the November issue of the I.S.0.C. News, Wal and —Hazel
gmery have kindly consented to take an the editaor and typist jobs, Eecause of
the October camps all articles far the November newsletter need ta Se with Wal
and -azel, o3 Jymock Street, Balgownie, 2319 by FSIDAY, 1Sth OCTOEER.

contdeeseeeas
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MID-WEEK WALK, 4&th JuLY, 1990 - BLACKBUTT BuUSH.

Seven intrepid souls braved the windy morning for a few hours in the
Blackbutt Bush, There wasn't a great variety of birds, only 24 species,
but there were a few specials,

In the shelter of the forest there were as many Grey Fantails as we've
seen for quite a while and all very active, Also in the forest was a small
party of Red-browed Firetails finding seed in the rank grass, a couple of
Eastern Yellow Robins keeping low and quietly checking us out, a solitary
female Golden Whistler with a snippet from her repertocire and the distant
early call from a Fan-tailed Cuckoo, On the edge of some lantana in the
open parkland we came on a lone male Variegated Fairy-wren in full colour
(not in "winter” plumage] - a beautiful bird, Further over in adjoining
pasture were ten Cattle Egrets feeding on insects disturbed by the resident
cattle,

Several of our party added an unusual touch to a bird cuting by rolling
down an inviting, grassy slope., I forgot to mention earlier that ocur party
was made up of two club members and five grandchildren,

Dave Thomson,

JULY MONTHLY MEETING.

Qur guest speaker for the night was Jim Walliss from Nowra who presented

slides of some of the spiders found locally. Jim started out with an inter—
est in photography and a desire to show others, especially the school
children he teaches, the marvels of nature, The range and spectacular

nature of spiders allowed him to practise these interests and he took the
apportunity to display some of his findings to club members,

ie szaw a range of spiders from the small to the learze, the drab to the
coloured and a range of hunting techniqgues that were astounding. The small
Spine or Enamel 3pider is a brightly coloured little spider that lives in
small colonies and would probably set up a colony in your back yard if
collected in the bush and allowed to go free there,

Ne are all familiar with the Garden Orb Spider that weaves its web
across the path we use at night and we saw how it can change coclour slowly to
match its background, The odd looking 8ird Dropping Spider looks like its
name as does the Scorpion Spider and the little Jumping Spider can move its
head section to follow movement, Hunting methods vary from the large webs
of the Golden Orbs to small leg held ones of the Net Casting Spider through
to the wandering Jumping Spider that gets prey larger than itsalf to those
that lie in wait for prey like the Trap Door Spider,

Generally harmless these fascinating creatures can provide much interest
in watching them go about their business, As they grow they have to shed
their hard skins and the much smaller male takes its life into its legs when
it deposits the sperm sacks into the receptacles on the females side. The
eggs are stored or carried with the female and some of the young when they
hatch throw ocut a line of web and float off with the wind while others stay
in safety on mum's back,

Dave Thomson gave the vote of thanks from us all and we should all
think twice before automatically crushing that Huntsman that has found its
way into the home,

Chris Brandis.

Contdeecoceocos
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1.8.0.C. OUTING 14th JULY, 1990 - WODI WODI _TRACK.

Eighteen club members enjoyed perfect walking weather and the guite
spectacular scenery of the Wodi Wodi Track, The Track is named after one of
the five aboriginal tribes of the Illawarra coast and provides a caomfortable
one day circular walk starting from Stanwell Park Railway Station, There are
several interpretation panels along the track explaining special features
associated with the Illawarra Railway, history of the area and the natural
environment, There is also an excellent guide pamphlet available from the
city council describing all aspects of the track and points of interest,

From near sea level to the cliff top lockout the vegetation varied from
coastal flora to tall open forest under the escarpment with pockets of rain-
forest and palms, to hanging swamps and low heath forest at the top. I was
particularly interested to see the blend of Blackbutt and the pink trunked
gmooth barked apple in the forest and in one small area near the loakaut
four different species of Banksias,

This wide diversity of habitats provided homes for a range of birds
giving the walkers 47 species for the day. Highlights were the Red-browed
Treecreeper in the forest behind the station, a Rose Robin further up the
gscarpment, the cockatoos which screeched overhead for much of the day and
rock warblers amongst the high cliffs, Pilot birds were heard and there was

— evidence along the walk of lyrebirqgcratching but none were seen or heard,

The most significent sight«ng was a Red-tailed Black Cockatoo which
everycne was able to have a good look at, Following the previous meeting
there was much discussion of spiders but no sightings.

The day concluded for most with a visit to the gellery and craft shop
at Stanwell Park,

ﬁ\} Barry Virtue,
KT? , BOWERBIRDS IN DANGER.
\-
o7 Further information has
ke Deen received regarding the
the blue dairy rings and the
Satin Bowerbird. Susan Ryan,
The Executive Director of the
Plastics Industry Assoc, has in-
formed me that the industry is
already negotiating with dairy
companies over the need to make
milk tops the same colour as the
cottle., She states that the manu-
facturers of the bottles are keen
for them to be made from one
colour only as this makes them
more recyclable, this should also
remove the problem of the attract-
ion by bowerbirds, Compol and
Brickwoods, manufacturers of these
containers, are waiting for a re-
sponse from the dairy industry but
are hopeful for a positive cutcome
before the end of the year.
It looks as if the wheels are
turning however slowly.

Diana Wright.

P.35. The red-tailed black was in a cage contdeease.
for those who didn't guess,



SEEDS, FRUIT ANDeissoceooes

In March of 1990 we were putting food ocut on the veranda rail of a holiday
flat at Nelson's Bay - steak trimmings for the Laughing Kookaburras and toast
crusts for the Eastern Rosellas, But there was one rogsella that hadn't read
the book, It landed beside a piece of steak, picked it up in its left foot
and nibbled at it for about a minute before being scared off,

Thare was no repeat performance, Rosellas are generally viewed as
eaters of seeds and fruit but the books show that they eat also some insects -
there seems to be no mention of anything more meaty than that,.

Dave Thomson,
DONATIGNS,

Qur club gives donations to the R.A.0.U., last years being $1i00. The
following shows ways in which those danations are spent,

The 1989 R.A.0.U. pre-tax appeal raised nearly $15,000 - an excellent result
that helped us tao give the Sarren Grounds building program a flying start and to
finance the Nullarbor Honeyeater Movements Study {Stephen Ambrose and his hard- —
working crew banded thousands of honeyeaters during January and discovered a
previgusly unknogwn westarly movement of Richard's Pipits).

Success can sometimes be hard to measure with envirommental studies, but thers
can Se nc doubt as to the magnitude of our achievements with the Red Goshawk
Project., We know more about its breeding biglogy than ever before and have
monitored the orogress of several pairs through nest-building andg rearing young.

SRCCME BIRD (OBSERVATORY (SS,OOQl The opening in March by the Jeputy Premier .
of Western Australia, Ian Taylor, means that Broome 1s officially up and running.
Visitors can now enjoy air-conditioned accommodation, out funds are still needed -
for fridges, freezers and kitchenware. Help to make a stay more comfartable -
it could be you that needs a cool drink after a hot day's birding on tne beach.

:

AUSTRALIAN 3IRD COUNT {89, 500) After a successful Pilcot Stugy in 1989, the
ABC 1is forging anead under Stephen Ambrose's expert guidance. One thousand keen
caunters are keeping him bBusy - so busy, in fact, that he'll need a computer to
<eep tabs on all the data in his Sydney office. With your donation the ABC can
Keep participants in touch with data analysis and up-to-date newslestters, —

AED GUSHAWK FOLLOW-uUP  {8,000) In 1989, during the final phase of the Red
Goshawk study, Tom Aumann found four active nests in the Kimberley - the last
nest found in W,A. was in 1910, Although the main project is finished we'd
like to keep a watch on this rare predator in the Tuture, Your donation will
fund short visits to known territories tc establish occupancy and fledging
success,

q.A.0.4. May 13990,

SWAN  DOWNING.

wvhen a body discovered in an Indiana lake was found tc have bite marks
an the left cheek, the local sheriff's deputies {exiles from Hazzard Country
Qerhaps?) put their none-toc-well-endowed heads together. Their conclusion?
The attack cculd only have been made by a large swan, Of caurse,

Locking through their files, they came upon a likely suspect., Described
as 'big and tougn', the 30 1lb swan was duly arrested oy these gallant uphoclders
of Law and COrder, It was only when the case came to court that the lawmen
realised they had goofed., Under US law it is not possible to indict =
Feathered suspect! Back to the drawing board boys!
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CORRIMAL EAST NGW MOUNT WARRIGAL NSW KEIRAVILLE NSW CDRRIMAL EAST NSW
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CLUB*S AIM This is to join together people with a common 1nterest who wish to
' further their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them,
ANNUAL These are due on lst January sach year
SUBSCRIPTIONS FAMILY $10 SINGLE $7  STUDENT §2

NEXT MEETING - Will be held at the Feiry Meadow Senior Citizens Centre at the
corner of Collaery Avenue and Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow, Monday, 10th
September, 1990, commencing at 7,30 pm, Qur Guest Speaker for the evening will
be Bruce Lindenmayer, Bruce is the President of Canberra Ornithologists Group
and he plans to talk to us about C.0.G. and the birds im the Canberra Region,

NEXT FIELD OQUTING -~ Please note that the venue is different to that shaown in
the ysarly programms. We will now be going to St. Mary's Towers, Douglas Park,
Saturday, 15th September, meeting outside the gates at 8.30 am. To get there
travel along Mount Ousley Road to the Picton turn-off, turn left into Picton
Road and continue to the intersection with Wilton Road, turn right and continue
for about 200 metres then left into a road called both Douglas Park Road and Mt,
Keira Road, Travel along that road for about 3 km to the gates. Bring your
eats and drinks and have a good day, .

MID-WEEK WALK - 5th September to the Mount Kembla area, Meet at the lookout
(under the power lines) at 8,30 am and don't forget your morning tea.

PLEASE NOTE ~ As is usual because of the camps there will not be a Monday night
meeting, mid-week or monthly outing or newsletter in October, Please remember

to forward all items to be included in the November newsletter to Wal and Hazel

Emery, 33 Dymock Street, Balgownie, 2519, by Friday, 19th October.

Z00 TRIP - Arrangements have now been made for the Taronga Zoo trip for
Saturday, 17th November, Please we need to have coach fares paid in to the
treasurer no later than the September meeting night, $10 adults, $5 children.
After the September mesting any remaining seats willl be offered to members
families and friends. We plan to leave Wollongong at 7.30 am and then leave

the zoo for the return journey at 3 pm to be confirmed in the November newsletter,

GROUND PARROT SURVEY, BARREN GROUNDS.- The next Ground Parroct survey will be
conducted on Saturday, 8th September at 10 am. Anyone interested in participat-
ing should contact the wardens (36 0195 or Robyn Wilson (201 511 at work). The
survey usually takes about three hours.

contde ...
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AUGUST MONTHLY MEETING.

The evening talk was by Martin Sullivan and Alan Page of the Australian
Custom Service who were promoting the newly formed Customs Fauna Task Force.
The Custams Services are basically responsible for the movement of transport,
people and goods in and out of Austrelia and the setting and collection of
duties on this movement, With specially trained staff and with the aid of dogs
and computer information services they cover the millions of items and people
coming in and out of Australia every year, some with goods that are illegal and
dangerous, They have joined forces with the National Wildlife Service and
Quarantine Dept. to try and control illegal movement of flore and fauna in and
out of this country. Imported animals can carry desease or plants pests and
smuggling is depleting some of our endangered birds and animals, We saw a
video of a sultcase full of cockatoos doped up and taped into cardboard cylind-
ers and packed into a suitcase with shingle-backed lizards on ice, to slow them
down, that was confiscated at Sydney airport. With prices up to $100,000 & pair
couriers are prepared to risk an B804 lass of cargo life and not so stiff sent-
ences to get a few birds out of the country and an international convention has
been set up to protect the endangered flora and fauna throughout the world,
With less than 30 staff to cover from Helensburgh to Eden it is up to us out and
about the bush to be the eyes and ears of the Customs to detect any odd happen-
ings such as trapping and report this to the 008 25691 hot line. We all have a
part to play in helping prevent the unnecessary suffering of birds, mammals and
reptiles that occurs for someone to make a fast dollar. Joan Zealey gave the —
vote of thanks for this most informative evening on the work being carried out

to protect the Australian bush for us all. Chris Brandis.

AUGUST MONTHLY OUTING.

On Saturday, 18th August, 13 members of the I.B.0.0C. plus 6 children met at
Korrungulla Swamp for our monthly walk. The day was fine and windy but once in
the shelter of the Melaleacas and She ocaeks the wind was no longer a problem,
Also helping to whiffle the wind were Coastal wattles, full in bloom and looking
rather lurid with Hardenbergia and Running postman scrambling all over them.

White pimelia was also adding to the show with its tiny white flowers in great
profusion. Many thenks to Chris Brandis for your work on the tracks, Walking
here is a pleasure and I'm sure you'll be pleased to know that all the walkers
helped you in your task by pulling out masses of fireweed.

The birds here were mostly quite obliging, sitting and waiting to be aob-
served, Australian Kestrel, Spangled DBrongo, European Goldfinch and Chestnut Teal
among them and sitting on a small dead tree on a little muddy island in the midrle
of the swamp were a Seyerez~ Ibis, Royal Spoenbill and a white egret. Appa._
antly they'd never heard that birds of a feather flock together. Socn it was
morning tea and then we wers off to Perkins Beach.

Along the track through the hind dunes the Banksia serrata were large and
frequent and the children had great fun trying to frighten each other with the
biggest of the bad banksia men, Here also were huge gum trees and, closer to the
beach, Tea trees not yet in flower. Near the transmitting masts were a straight
row of Pampas grass clumps, still holding proudly aloft the tattered remnants of
their flower heads, all seeds long since disperses., 0n the track through the
dunes Bitau bush was king - even crawding out the lantana and here & deal of ex—
citement was added to the walk by a large redbellied black snake lying across the
track and great interest added by a pair of Black-shouldered Kite who put on =&

. display of aercbatics for us. We had lunch in a warm sheltered spot back near the
transmitting mast where a flock of Dusky Woodswallows entertained us., Also seen
was a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo. After lunch we drove to Commaditchie lLLagoon where
the bird 1ife was most prolific, sea gulls by the hundred, all facing into the
wind, many with & leg band, some with two and two unfortunates with very large
wing tags in fluorescent blue and orange, one with 300 on it in black in quite
large printing and one with 204, A flotilla of Pelicans salled by looking as
majestic as the sailing ships in the lst Fleet re-enactment on Bicentenary Day.

A Black Swan's nest was found with three eggs in it and two Kelp Gulls were seen,
It was as always a most enjoyable outing, thankyou.

Peggy Merrett.

contd,....
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FAMILY CAMP - 28th SEPTEMBER TO 1st OCTOBER - "WANBANDERRY",

The camp is to be held at "Wanganderry" the property of Miss. Badgery.
The camp gate is on the South side of Wombheyan Caves road, 19 km off the
Hume Highway (do not take the Berrima by-pass road). I.B8.0.GC. signs will
be erected. All the usual first class facilities will be provided, toilets,
hot showers, campfires and great company. Bring along enough drinking water
for the weekend and your sense of humour, We camped here in 1983 and sighted
64 bird species for the weekend plus Wombats, kangaroas and wallabies. Day
visitors will be most welcome,
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ILAWARRA

CLUB MOTTO "ONE' " GOOD ' TERN ~ DESBERVES ANOTHER"

PRESIDENT BECRETARY TREASURER EDITOR

Brian Hales , Chris Brandis Ron Almond . Barbara Hales

39 Lake Parade 10 Charlton Street 2 ghoobert Cres. 39 Leke Parade
CORRIMAL EAST NSW MOUNT WARRIGAL NSW KEIRAVILLE  NGW CORRIMAL EAST NSW
2518 Ph., B44266 2528 Ph. 962837 2500 Ph, 298612 2518 = Ph. 844266
CLUB*S AIM This is to join together people with a common interest who wish to
' Turther their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them.
"ANNUAL These are due on lst January each year

SUBSCRIP TIONS FAMILY $10 SINGLE $7 STUDENT §2

APPY CMRISTMAS 1930

NEXT MEETING - This will be our last meeting for 1990, haow
time flies, and will be held at the Fairy
Meadow Senior Citizens Centre; corner of
Collaery Avenue and Princes Highway, Monday,
10th December, at 7.30 pm. As usual for the
December meeting we will not have a guest
speaker, rumour has it that a very special
guest is bound to make an appearance. The
emphasis will be on a festive atmosphere
with goaod fun, good entertainment,good
company and good food.

Don't forget to bring along your "Birds
Braakfast", great prizes to be won and bring
{\ your pen or pencil and participate in the

AN "Name the Baby" quiz,

~.For your entertainment we have a musical
item, slide shows, poetry,
a "Rap"?? segment and a few

\ surprise items so come
along and join in the
' fun,

—’.’ Cc,.‘)'ro"-...
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NEXT OUTING - Please take note that the December outing taekes place before
the December meeting and is on Saturday, 8th December. We will be meeting
in the Carrington Falls Picnic area at 3,30 pm, To get there turn off the
Jamberoo Robertson Road about 8 km east of Robertson where the access road
is signposted. Follow the unsealed road to a 'Y' section, The right fork
takes you to the picnic area. If you intend taking a barbegue meal please
make sure you listen to news reports to find out if any fire bans are in
force on the day. If the weather is good we intend spending some time spot-
lighting after dark.

MID-WEEK OUTING - The final mid-week outing for the year is to the Girl
Guides camp, Mount Keira Road, Mount Keira, please meet outside the gates at
at 8,30 am,

FAMILY CAMP SEPTEWMBER 28th to 1st OCTOBER.

What a great place to hold the Family Camp, the weather was sunny, the are_
consisted of schlerophyl forest and open grazing land. MWiss Badgery's property
"Wangenderry", on the Wombeyan Caves road, 19 km off the Hume Highway, was the
venue for this years camp. The club visited the area seven years ago when 64
bird species were sighted.,

Some of our members arrived on the Friday and set up camp. Twenty nine
members attended, of this number ten were children and nine day visitors visited
the camp over the weekend. A creek near the camp provided plenty of water for
the showers, the creek continued into a deep gully which was lined with an
abundance of ferns and mosses.

Saturday morning we awoke to the calls of a chorus of birds which was
wonderful., After dinner we went out on a walk along a trail across the creek
which led through some wet gullies and a waterhole where a sighting of a maned
duck with some young was made. O0One sighting of a 3carlet and a Flame Robin sit-
ting side by side on an old,dead, fallen tree was worth seeing.

At night, around the campfire, Miss Badgery joined us and told of the
history of the property. Sunday saw us on another walk in a northerly direction
eventually to a spot overlooking the beautiful valley and mountains, We had
walked this trail on previous field trips but it was great to see the old farm-
house again and all the surrounding area. We had lunch there before heading
back to the camp, conwvering almost 14 km on the walk. The weather was copl with
a strong south—easterly breeze blowing, a good sighting of birds was made during
the day.

~—

Monday morning the group walked through the trees from the camp south along
the gully, The diverse habitat attracts a large number of birds as we discover-
ed. Some of the members stayed 'til Tuesday morning when the camp broke up
after a lovely stay insuch a beautiful place. It is great to know that people
like Miss Badgery care for the environment while still carrying on the business
of farming., Seventy eight species of birds were sighted during the weekend
some being Grey Butcherbird, Red Wattlebird, Grey Shrike-thrush, Maned Duck,
Yellow Thornbill, White-throated Treecreeper, Glossy-black Cockatoao, Eastern
Spinebill, White-eared Honeyeater, King Parrot, Brown Quail, and Golden—
headed Cisticola.

Ron Hanks,
P.S. Those members of the club who don't go camping with us don't know what
they are missing, we havea great time.

‘C,o,'\"ch e .



NOVEMBER MCONTHLY MEETING REPORT.

All members are invited to attend committee meetings to ensure that their
views and ideas are incorporated into the successful running of the club.

The guest speaker was Alan K. Morris, the Editor of the NSW FOC magazine,
"Australian Birds", whose work as a superintendent of the NPWS allows him to
work with birds of the Central Coast area as well as enjoying his hobby at the
same time. The theme of the talk was thebirds of Tuggarah lakes, a group of
three lakes similar in situation to our Lake Illawarra in both problems and
birds. Siltation and excess nutrients are two problems being addressed in the
area by siltation traps and the development of reed beds, to .slow down sedi-
mentation and absorb nutrients before they enter the lake and cause algae
blooms. The lakes have a mainly casuarine nature strip around the edges and
with many areas declared wetlands under the semi control of the NPWS, the bird-:
life is quite abundant. There are rookeries of cormorants, pelicans, Little and
Cattle Egrets to be found as well as areas for other species to breed in.

It is interesting to hear that many of the birds such as Cattle and Ljittle
Egrets are gradually setting up colonies a little further south each time and
may eventually reach Lake Illawarra in time if there are any wetlands left in-
tact. Alan has recently had dredged material placed to form islands in an
attempt to induce Pied Oystercatchers and Little Tern to breed but as yet only
a Tew Red-capped Plovers have taken advantage of the sites. Alan carried out
regular counts at sites around the lakes to monitor population movements and
obtain data to allow the affect of various human activities about the lakes to
be assessed., The FOC conduct regular outings around the lakes and they are
open to all interested bird watchers.,

Wal Emery gave the vote of thanks to Alan for this most informative talk
and we showed our appreciation in the usual way.

Chris Brandis.

THE COGCRONG.

On a recent tour of South Australia we visited the Cooraong, south-east of
Adelaide, where we had some great birdwatching, magnificent scenery and very
interesting vegetation and habitats,

The Coorong is a unigue inland sea stretching south 50 km from the mouth of
the Murray. It is a wetland area of sand dunes (new and ancient), salt lekes,
sandbars and creeks, but also mallee scrub. The area is renowned for the number
of water fowl that gather to feed on seeds and tubers of water plants that grow
in the lagoons, However, birdlife of all sorts abounded all over the area -

238 species have been listed for the National Park,

There are good places to camp in the National Park but nao facilities
(water, toilets or barbeques) are provided. However there are several caravan/
camping parks bordering the N.P, We camped at "Gemini Downs', a holiday centre
3 km from the Salt Creek N.P. Visitor Office. This was also a convenient jump-
ing off point to visit a number of extensive mallee parks in the area, O0On one
afternoon trip to Messent Conservation Park, which is only 6 km from Salt Creek,
we had some excellent birding, including a variety of honeyeaters, Hylacolas,
Striated Grass Wren, both bronzewing pigeons and Mallee Fowl. This particular
park included areas of swamp and lakes and the ancient dune section we walked,
This had heath vegetation, low woodland and mallee, We were a little too early
for what would be a magnificent wildflower display in Spring.

Apart from clearing for farming the area is relatively unspoiled with a
small population and limited tourist development, Some other good sightings for
us were the Black—-faced Cormorant, Fairy Tern, Purple-crowned Lorikeet, Purple-
gaped Honeyeater; Beautiful Firetail and Rufous Bristlebird which occurred all

along the coast down across the border into Victoria and along the Great Ocean
Road, .
Barry & Garol Virtue.

Contdecessose
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LATE OCTOBER CAMP ~ PILLIGA STATE FOREST - PILLIGA — NARRABRI - BARRADINE.

For the late October camp we had a good attendance of 24 members. After
the early arrivals set up on Friday we had a free Saturday morning to wander
around the immediate area. The day began, as we had previously experienced in
1984, with the early morning bird songs starting at the first signs of day-
break, The Rufous VWihistler and Willie Wagtail were probably chorus leaders
although the Willie didn't really stop all night.

Saturday morning was a clear, calm morning and by 9 am it was quite warm
with a light south-easterly breeze, Some other birds which broke the still-
ness of the morning were the White-plumed Honeyeater, Grey Butcherbird, Spiny-
cheeked Honeyeater, Little and Noisy Friarbirds. The day turned out guite
warm under a cloudless sky, tempered by a light cool breeze. The forest
around the campsite was principally Cyprus pine with a mixture of Ironbarks,
White Cedar, Angophora, and, along the creek, Red River Gums. Also along the
creek were some beautiful red bottlebrush mixed with tea tree all out in full
bloom,

The mest commen bird in the forest was the Rufous Whigtler making it's
presenee known with its continuous and varied call heard throughout the forest
wherever we went, The Willie Wagtail was sighted too in every area we visited.
Rocky Creek Bore certainly lived ip to its reputation for the birds, where we
regularly saw the Spiny-cheeked, Striped, White-eared and White-plumed Honey-
eaters, Little and Noisy Friarbirds, Galah, White-browed and Grey-crowned
Babblers, Peaceful and Bar-shouldered doves and Gommon Bronzewing with all
their accompanied calls. At night, as we gathered after dinner, the calls of
the Barking Owl and Owlet Nightjar were frequently heard.

Sunday, the group had a walk along a trail which led in through the for-
gst 100 metres or so parellel to the creek for about 1 km from the campsite
and then we walked out onto the creekbed and back to the camp., The creekbed
is abaout 60 metres wide and consists of beautiful white river sand broken by
patches af vegetation or isolated trees or shrubs. The area through which the
trail was cut had recently been logged and was not nearly as productive as when
we were there in 1984 although the lovely Red-capped Robin was sighted as we
walked through. The dry creekbed was much more productive with sightings of
the Mallee Ringneck, Restless Flycatcher, Grey Sjrike-thrush, Jacky Winter,
Pied CQurrawong and Sacred Kingfisher, The walk concluded about 12,15 pm when
the sun was becoming rather hot in the cloudless sky, The morning had been
casled samewhat by a light south-easterly breeze., Later, in the afternoon, we
visited a small water hole, about 200 metres from the camp, which was probably

a gravel pit filled with water from the recent rain. 1In the hour before sunset ™

some birds came in to drink and we observed the White-eared Honeyeater, Willie
Wagtail, White-plumed Honeyeater, Western Gerygone and Sacred Kingfisher. Our
friends, Bavid and Mary Johnston, very keen local birdwatchers from Barradine,
Jjoined us Sunday night arcund the campfire. They spoke of the early days when
people lived in the area., Mary was born at Rocky Creek when a sawmill was op-
erated on the site and sheep farming was carried out in the district. People

who worked the sawmill had their homes along Rocky Creek,

Monday morning the outing was to the Aloes, located back along the Pilliga
Forest Way about ten minutes drive. Etoo Creek crosses the road there. The
plan was to walk down the creekbed, which is similar to Rocky Creek, a wide
flat sandy bed, dry, except after rain, and lined with Red River Gums, The
morning was clear and calm, becoming hotter as the day wore on with the re-
flection coming up from the sand., In this spot, on this walk and other visits,
we recorded all six woodswallows, Grey Butcherbird, Mistletoebird, Diamond
Firetail, Brown Honeyeater, Buff-rumped Thornbill and Varied Sittella. We
believe the Black-eared Cuckoo was near the camp, it was heard a few times but
it wasn't located.

e +°{ ..



LATE OCTOBER CAMP CONTD.

Tuesday the outing was to Schwagers Bore and Salt Caves. Schwagers Bare,
north along Pilliga Forest Way, is a large dam filled from a windmill bore.
We stayed about an hour-.and saw 22 species among the eucalypts and Cypress
Pines some being the White-throated and Brown Treecreepers, \Weebill, Eastern
Yellow Robin, White-browed Babbler and Willie Wagtail which had built its
nest in the windmill tower. We then set out for Salt Caves driving along
Country Line Road and stopping by some small eucalypts and heath and here we
sighted the first Silvereye in the forest, The next stop as at Salt Caves Dam
about 1 kaa from the Caves. The two places are Joined by a walking track and
most of the group tock advantage of this, The dam is in a pretty spot on the
Talluba Creek, which eventually flows into the Namoi Aiver, the area around the
dam being dominated by some tall eucalypts and some pines, Thaose who didn't
walk drave and met the walkers at the Salt Caves Picnic area which provides
well for visitors with a water supply and a large shelter shed. Throughout the
forest the wild flowers were beautiful and the area around the Salt Caves was
no exception for there we saw the flannel flower in all its glory, about the
largest we have ever seen, especially arcund the top aof the hill at the look-
out, We returned to camp for lumch,

Tuesday afterncon we met David Johnston and drove to the "Ranch", a prop-
erty some 17 km north from Barradine, We found the property guite productive
and sighted some new species for our bird list., It was mostly grazing land
with some large eucalypts where we were whoen a Spotted Bowerbird's bower
which has been in use for about 15 years. The bird didn't show up but we did
see the Brown and Rugous Songlark, Cockatiel, Hooded Robin and Richard's Pipit,
e then drove into Barradine and had a very pleasant evening with David showing
slides of birds eggs and nests. Some where shown of the Black—-fronted Plover
where, in different locations, the mottled colouring of the eggs matched the
surrounding colours, for instance gravel or blue metal on the roadside.

Wednesday was another hot day with the sun shining from a cloudless sky.
e drove to a private bushland property a few km south of Barradine where
David and his son were working and they demonstrated the art of sleeper cutting
from ironbark lags and we also did some birdwatching.in the surrounding bush-
land., 0On our way to Barradine the Square-tailed Kite was seen, low over the
tree tops and then it scared away up high and out of sight. The Noisy Miner was
added to our list near the sawmill. Wednesday afterncon we visited Dunwerian
Dam, 8 km from Rocky Creek, just off Ironbarks Crossing Road where we had a good
time watching the birds come in to drink., The dam had a shallow approach at the
eastern end with some good sized trees along the end and only a few metres away
givingthe birds shelter as they came in. The rest of the dam had a bank of earth
a few metres high all round, which gave us a good viewing position, with the sun
at our backs, late in the afterncon, The Bar-shouldered Dove and Common Bronze-
wing were drinking and wandering around for quite a while and the colours of the
Common Bronzewing were beautiful in the late afternoon light. The Noisy Friar-
bird came in guickly, dived in and away a number of times. The Galah and Mallee
Ringneck came in to the shallow end for a drink followed by the Grey Butcherbird
and Pied Currawong., Then, to our surprise and pleasure, the Glossy-black Cocka-
too began to arrive at the dam, a few at a time and then down from the trees to
drink, We counted 21 cockatoos as they came in, To add to the excitement, Wwal
Emery came a little later and said that he had found the spot where the Barking
Owls were perched, near the camp on the other side of the creek in a Red River
Gum,

Thursday dawned calm and clear and remained that way all day. As the owls
usually perch in the same spot each day we planned to go and look for them. As
soon as we could get going we had a walk down the creek about 100 metres and
there they were, two beautiful owls resting high up in the same tree, but when
someone mimicked their call, one of them flew off to another tree down the creek
a further 100 metres, Most of the group were able to see them., Later they were
not sighted at all but we heard them that night as we sat in a group after
dinner.

c.c;f\f\\/_._ .



LLATE OCTOBER CANMP CONTD.

Thursday afternoon we had a late trip to the Aloes which is a favourite
place for the woodswallows, and spent about an hour there in the cooler time
of the day. There were a number of koalas along Etoo Creek in the tall trees.
Some of the birds seen were White-breasted,Masked, White-browed, Black-faced,
Dusky and Little Woodswallows, Sacred Kingfisher, Rainbow Bee-eater and Peaceful
Dove.

Friday morning we visited anocther sawmill where Gypress pine floor boards
were made and after which we spent some time looking around the mill area at
Kenebri on Barradine Creek where there were some birds but nothing new to add
to our list. Late Friday afternoon we visited Dunwerian Dam again to spend
another hour watching the activity. It was much the same as the previous
visit but 31 Glossy-black Cockatoos came in. 0On the first visit, as we were
seated on the bank at the end of the dam, a Brown snake slowly went past be-
tween us and the water, entertaining us for a time,

Saturday was our last cay and we each did as we wished, taking it easy
and preparing for our departure on Sunday morning. About 9 am Bill and Ann
decided to go to the Salt Cgves and took a few of us with them, Near the
caves a bird flew out of the grass and up into a tree not far away. It turned
out to be an Australian Kestrel, bringing our total to 111 species for the
camping week, We stopped at the caves for a while then went on to the Dam for -
a guick stop before going back to the camp for lunch, The hot afterncon was
spent quietly around the camp preparing to leave the next morning and the
camp was fully vacated by 9,30 am Sunday.

While we were camping at the Pilliga we were fortunate to have the company
of Mr., Graham Alcorn from Meadlow Bath, in the Blue Wountains, a very enthusi-
astic bird observer, who volunteered to keep the breeding records for the camp.
At the end of the camp he had a list of 33 birds either building, feeding yaung,
sitting on the nest., Of that total, 15 were located in the close vicinity of
the campsite with a few of these in the trees overhead within the camping area.
We would like to thank Graham for his fine effort recarding the nesting sight-
ings for us.

Horace Ward.

NOVEMBER MONTHLY MEETING.

Election of Officers for 1991. -

Brian Hales President unopposed.
Joan Zealey Vice-president by a majority.
Ron Almand Treasurer Unopposed.
Chris Brandis Secretary Unopposed.
Laurie Williams Activities Officer Unopposed.

VACANCIES + VACANCIES + VAGANCIES + VACANCIES + VACANCIES + WACANCIES

We desparately need someone to volunteer to teke on the responsibility of
listing the INTERESTING SIGHTINGS for our records and for publication in our
monthly newsletter and also editor and typist for the newsletter. If you feel
you can help in any way, please contact any committee member of the president.
Your efforts will be greatly appreciated,
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It certainly was a nleacsure to be

Awvay for a weelk with the I.B.0.C,

Campe?l in the bush at Rocky Creek Bore,

In cpite of the heat I could have had more,
“latching the birds of the Pillira

Strived Honeyeaters and Grey-crowned Babblers,
Koisy Triarvirds and White-thrcated VWartlers -
Just round the camp over twelve species nest,
A1l these Teathered ones deing their best

To increase the birds of the Pilliga

We saw Koalas, a “'hite-backed Swallow,

Two Little Lorikeets entering a hollow.

We were showun a Spotted Bowerbird's bower,
Found a Wagtail's nest on a windmill tower,
While watchking the birds of the Pilliga

Wal found a »nair of Barking Owls

Perched in a River Gum, cheek by Jjowl,

Jim found the nest of an Oriole

And Marj found a Peewee's, a neat mud bowl,
Wnile watching the birds of the Pilliga

One day we had a magnificent sight

A bezutiful long winged Square-tailed Xite,
An exciting new record for me,

Just one of the splendid things you see
Vatching the birds of the Pilliga.

Well, good times end. We break camp tomorrow
And head off back to the Illawarra.

But we'll always cherish the memory

Of the friendship and warmth of the I.Z.C.C,
Watching the birds of the Pilliga

Graham Alcorn
fovember 1990
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v THE SCRIBBLYGUM MOTH* ' .
A raptis Scribula)‘*

L
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A

Ogmograptis scribula,
|  The bush graffiti artist,
’ Of the order Lepidoptera,

Family Yponomeutidae,

Long ago has found a way

To avoid the strife

Of graffitists' life,

For it lives in the dark

Under the bark .

Of various species of gum tree. h\

2

It is easy to ssé where Ogmo went, =~
Chewing and chomping and scribbling away,
Long after Ogmo's days are spent,

Off to the left for a week or two,
Gulping and gorging as Ogmos do,

Then to the right for a similar time,
Gormandising along R:e line,

There in the dark
Under the bark
Of various species of,gum tree.

Eucalyptus sclerophylla,

Racemosa, rossii, \ 1
Haemastoma and signata, \\
-4 Pauciflora, dendromorpha

And dalrympleana - .
Here come the Ogmos, doing fine!
Chewing the left right, right left line,
Delicate caligraphy, Z,
Ogmograptis graffiti, \E .
On all of these species of gum tree.

O W

Some chew up and some chew down,

This the philosophers might explain,
But the thing that causes me to frown,
The thing that I'd dearly love to learn
Is what makes every Ogmo turn?

Off to the left, then to the right,
Another about turn, very tight,
Chomping a track,

Forward and back,

On various species of gum tree.

WY Very young Ogmos tend to wander,

' Skittish, no doubt, as young folks are,
Filled with the spirit of adventure.
Suddenly they get much fatter.
Adventurings no longer matter.

But what I yearn and Yearn to learn

Is howlhay wow know just when to turn

. There in the dark .
Under the bark

\ Of various species of gum tree?

\At last there comes that glorious day
When this gyrating artistic grub
Turns into a moth and flies away.
No more chewing and scribbling and shoving,
Now is the time for dancing and loving.
Having thus drained life's cup to the dregs,
Before it dies it lays its eggs
Into the dark,
Beneath the bark
Of its chosen species of gum tree.

‘ Althouéﬁ\the new Ogmos can't be seen,

Next year when the gum tree sheds its bark,
It becomes quite obvious where they've been.
Off to the left for a week or two,
Gulping and gorging as Ogmos do,
Then to the right for a similar time,
Gormandising along the line,
There in the dark

\ Under the bark ‘\

k Of various species of gum trees.

W
* A COLLECTIVE POEM! A number of Society
members contributed to "The Scribblygum
Moth" composed over several weekly bush
outings - David Thomas the amusing scien-
tific name; Jill Dark the scientific names
of scribbly gums: Carol Probets, Deirdre
florton, Mick Dark & Shirley Brown gave
unflagging encouragement.
I wrote it all down --
W

A /~
Graham Alcorn.
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