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NEXT MEETING — will be held at the Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens Centre, cnr.
Collaery Avenue & Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow on Monday, 8th February, 19588

at 7.30 pm. Dur Guest Speaker for the evening will be Fred Spiteri who will
deliver an address "“Birds of Prey". Fred's hobby is the rehabilitation of
raptors and he is planning to bring along a young Wedge Tailed £agle which is
being trained to take it's place back in the wild. This is your opportunity to
see ong of these magnificent birds close up, Members can be assured of an
entertaining evening.

NEW YEAR QUTING - Dur annual outing to Windang will be held on the evening of
Wednesday, February 3rd, We will meet under the pine trees on the Northern side
of the Windang estuary at 5,00 p.m, After a stroll around the sand flats we will
“ave a short supper, so bring a bite to eat and a cuppa!l for those who haven't
peen to this outing before, we usually find a good variety of waterfowl, waders,
gulls and terns,

NEXT FIELD QUTING - Our February field outing will be held on Saturday, 13th
February, We will be meeting at 9.00 a.m, at the car park adjacent to the look-
out on top of Camberwarra Mountain, From here we will undertake a short drive to
Red Rock Naturs Reserve, Qur leader for the day, Barry Virtue, will then take us
to an area of wet forest where he found the rare 0Olive Whistler last year, {unch
will be at the cars after which we will walk through an area of heath to look at
some Aboriginal drawings and scrapings. Gamberwarra Mountain can be reached by
taking the Kangareo Valley turn off {from Princes Highway) at the Southern end of
Berry ar the turn off Jjust North of Bomaderry, Habitats we will encounter during
the day include rainforest, wet and dry sclerophyl forest, open eucalypt woodland
and heath, Allow 1% hours travel from Wollongong.

READY FOR TAKE-QOFF - FOOTNOTE,

In the December Newsletter we mentioned the Great Cormorant that disgorged a

200 mm Brown Trout before taking off, We've since established that the cormorant
would have weighed about 2,500 grams while the trout would have been aebout 200
grams, Hardly worth unloading?

Dave Thomscn,
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FROW THE NEW EDITOR — I would like to thank Wal & Hazel Emery for the excellent
News Letters we have had in the last few years. I'm sure all the club stand
behind me when I say that I appreciate the work you have put in to making it an
interesting and readable paper. As your new editor 1 would like to ask for your
support in writing articles for your newsletter. I would like to start a column
about birds observed in your garden. Many of us take a great deal of pleasure and
time watching our feathery visitors and little snippets exchanged ( just a line or
two) may be beneficial to others,

Also helping me to produce your Newsletter 1s Barbara Hales wha has the
arduous job of typing, Ron Simcock uses his computer print out to provide the
name/address tags stuck aon the envelopes - they are compiled in order of post
codes. Dulcie Rose stamps each envelope four times - 126 of them - then sticks
the computer print ocut onto the envelopes and delivers them to Bob and Peg
McKinlay. Bob and Peg collate the sheets, staple and then fold the Newsletters,
place them in the envelapes and mail them at the P,(0. Ron Almand oversees the
membership list, making sure visitors and new members receive a copy and deleting
names., Aodney Doyle of B.H.P, prints our Newsletter for us. 50 you see there is
guite a workforce behind the monthly Newsletter.

THIRLMERE LAKES DUTING, SATURDAY, 12th DECEMBER, 1987,

The final outing for the year 1987 was attended by 31 members, meeting at the
picnic area at Thirlimere Lakes, was the usual afternoon outing and B.B.Q.tea with .__
spotlighting after dark, The weather was calm and cloudy. The dull afternoon
made conditions a little difficult for birdwatching but we still had a great walk
and observed a good number of birds,

At the picnic area the Sacred Kingfisher was aobserved carrying food to a nest,
along with the Mistletoe bird, Yellow-faced and Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters,
Variegated Fairy-wren and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, i

e began our walk about 3.15 p.m. North back along the road then taking a walk-
ing track through the forest close by the lake, Wihen we came to a point about
oppasite the picnic area where we started we had a choice either to continue on
which was a longer walk or turn around which we did, except two who continued on
around the lake,

It was & beautiful day for walking through the bush surrounding the lake.

Some of the vegetation consists of Bloodwood, Banksia, Woody Pears, Blue-berry Ash,
wattles and Tea Trees, The lake is shallow with reed growth around the edge.

The clear water is used for boating and skiing keeping the birdlife at bay until
dark when some ducks came in and settled. The call of the Clamorous Reed-Warbler
could be heard frequently from the reeds,

Some of the birds observed during the walk around the lake were the VWonga
Pigeon, Fam~-tailed Cuckoo, Leaden Flycatcher, White-throated Gerygone, 0live-backew
Oriole, Golden-headed Cisticola and a Noisy Friarbird feeding young in a nest.

After tea we gathered together beside the boat launching ramp absorbing some
of the beauty of the lake in the guiet of the evening while waiting for full dark-
ness to do a spotlighting walk along the road. The wait was worthwhile for about
one hour and a half we observed a total of eight ringtail possums in the tall
eucalypts and an our return, a Crested Shrike-tit was eventually identified on a
leafy branch of a eucalypt about five metres up in a tree,

When we arrived back at the boat ramp a search of the shallow sandy lake
revealed a number of small fish and two small toroise moving slowly over the sandy
bottom,

The outing proved to be very successful with a total of 56 birds observed and
a goad time had by all for the final outing of the year. Thanks are due to Chris
Chafer for leading and chaice of venus,

Horace wWard.

BUTTERFLIES, BIRDS AND BIRDOS.

At the meeting on l4th December there possibly were more butterflies present
than birds, that is, in the Birdos presenting incredibly funny and well thought out
acts. The evening was started off with a sing-e~long with Gwen Robinson, Val and
Jim Shurley and Wendy Hanks, I believe Jim is canvassing for negatives of all

photos taken of him in his underpants and sportscoat with the idea of buying them
uft the market,
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it certainly got everyone into a participatory mood which assisted the next act -
"ihat tirdo is that", presented by liargaret Farkinson, Denise Strickiand and tary

Shaw, Their act required the audience to guess which Birdo they were presenting
in each small skit and the audience were indeed very clever - didn't miss a Birdao,
Laurie Williams presented an amusing act - "A Meritous Award". The Hales set up

stiff competition with Tony Barber in "Sale of the Bi-Centenary" - the major prize
being Russell's colour t.v, set — would he have had to save his pocket money for a

replacement had Wal given the correct answer? "One Good Tern Deserves Another”
nresented by Wal & Hazel Emery was an amusing and clever act, There were seven
entrants in the "Mime a Bird" competition, The . winners were:

Firsteseeaecaascasse Spectacled #onarch,.,..Ray Elford
SECONO. esvassosesns BIONZE CUCKOD, oseesess0eD8VE Thomson
Third, s sesssvesnren JBDLT M s essaconssana. 30D McKinlay
Santa Jim presented gifts to Birdos who earned recognition through deed or
speech during the year, Jim Robinson was our most eloguent compere - thank you
Jim for binding it all together. Supper of course was the usual banguet; a happy
and festive evening was had by all.
Kary Shaw.

NEWS ITEMS

‘ack Hyslop spent a few days in Bulli Hospital over the New Year, Good to see
iim well again but he was disappointed in missing the Moscow Circus,

Peter Ewin sent a card to I.8.0.C. wishing all members a "Merry Exmas and good
birdwatching in the New Year", In his accompanying note he writes "1 have been
accepted in the Australian Maritime College in Launceston, Tasmania, doing a
Bachelor of Applied Science (Fisheries Technalogy). As this involves a number af
trips into Bass 5trait I am haping to do some seabird observation as well as seeing
some of the Tasmanian birds,

Many of our members will remember Sean O0'Malley, & member in the early years of the
club, It is with sadness that we learnt of his death at the end of last year.

A reminder that 1988 fees are now due .and also that as from the next meeting name
tags will be issued and collected at the end of each meeting. If you have a name
tag please bring it with you,

A LOCAL TREAT

I decided to ride my bike around Barrack Point with my binocs of course; I
hadn't seen much bird 1ife there for a while but thought the waders would come in

gon,

I usually start from Warilla Sports & Social Club and follow the creek around
to the headland. Right at the club's back door were Curlew Sandpipers galore,

1 watched intently as they fossicked for warms in the exposed mud flats, when a
worm was caught they immediately ran into the water and appeared to wash their
catch before swallowing it.

Further along, Grey-Tailed Tattlers, more Qurlew Sandpipes, Bar-tailed
Godwits and lots of Greenshanks darting about, alsc three Royal Spoonbills. These
birds were all feeding happily among plastic bags of every colour, plastic bottles
of every shape and beer and cordial cans of every brand, It's a lovely littlie
creek, Just needs a clean up and I feel a few trees planted along the bank.

I rode on down ta Barrack Point headland and there were hundreds of dark
coloured birds flying South, I watched for ages but couldn't see well enough to
identify them, They were still flying past, gliding in and out of the waves as
I pedalled for home, & bit late as usual,

Margaret Parkinson,
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PROGAALILE  FOR 1988

February 3 vWed 5,30pm - Evening {Uuting to VWindang,
g8 #Mon 7,30pm - Meeting -~ F. Spiteri - "Eirds of Prey".
13 sat — Quting to Red Rock Nature Reserve,
Warch 14 Mon 7.30pm - hMeeting « H, Whitmore — "“Aerocdynamics of Bird Flight".
20 5un - Guting to Bulli,
April 1 Fri - kon & —- Easter Camp - Upper Horton,
11 Won 7,30pm - Meeting - Kembers Night,
16 5at — Duting - Tarrawa State Forest,
22 Fri - Mon 25 - Combined 3ird uatching Clubs N.5.W. Camp, Forbes,
30 Sat 6 & Bpm -~ Film Night.
May 9 KMon 7,30pm - Meeting - R, wWhelan - Follination,
15 3un — Juting - Strongs Reserve,
June 4 gat 6 & Bpm - Film Night.
13 Mon 7,30pm - Meeting - Dr. M., Cannon - "Avicul ture", -
18 Sat ~ Duting - Jacks Corner,
July 2 5at 6 & 8pm - Film Night
11 ton 7.30pm - hieeting - A, Turner - "Birds in State Forests",
17 Sun - Duting to Wt, Keira,
30 sat 6 & Bpm -~ Film Night.
August B Mon 7.30pm - Meeting - P, Smith - "Bushfires and Birds".
13 gat - Quting to Primbee,
September 12 Won 7,30pm - Meeting - J, Miller - "Wildiife of Tasmania",.
18 sun ~ fQuting to Hoyal National Park,

September 30 Fri
October 3 hon
14 Fri - Sun 23 - October Camp ~ Goonoso State Forest.

- Family Camp - Wingellao

November 14 Won 7,30pm - keeting - C. GChafer - "Northern GQueensland".
19 Sat - Outing - Bus Trip to Kurnell Peninsula.
December 10 Sat — Christmas G.B.&. - Budderoo National Park,

12 Mon 7.30pm - lieeting
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CLUB _MOTTO "ONE GOOD TERN DESERVES ANOTHER"

CLUB'S AIM Yo join together people with a common interest who wish to further
their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them,

ANNUAL These are due on lst January each year
SUBSCRIPTIONS FAMILY $10 SINGLE $§7 STUDENT §2

NEXT MEETING - will be held at the Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens Centre, corner
Collaery Avenue and Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow on Monday, l14th March, 1988 at
7,30 p.m, Qur Guest Speaker for the evening will be Peter Smith who is an
independent Gonsultant on Flora and Fauna Studies; previous to this he was on the
staff of the National Parks & Wildlife, Peter will talk about Bushfires and
Birds « covering work conducted on the South Coast and the Blue Mountains.,

NEXT FIELD OQUTING - The March field outing will be held on Sunday, 20th March,
We will meet at 8.30 a,m. at my home, 6 Bloomfield Avenue, Corrimal and walk to the
top of Lynden Street where we will enter the mine property and travel up through
the paddock to the fire road; along this to and up Rixon's Pass Road then along to
Broker's Nose which is a good place for carry lunch., (There are a few pleasant
spots for morning teas along the route]. From there we will come down by the
telegraph wires to the fire road thence through the rainforest to Glenlea Street,
A short walk elong a couple of roads will bring us back to the cars, There are a
few up hills - but no need to rush them = all along fairly clearly defined tracks
and roads - the hardest part will be the telegraph wire track but that is down
hill, Qur leader will be Mary Shaw, - a

MID WEEK OUTING -~ always held on the first Wednesday of each month, This month
it will be held on March 2nd, Meet under the powerlines at the lookout at Mount
Kembla at 9 a.m, Any enquiries please ring Horace Ward or Ron Almond,

FROM THE EDITCR. Once again we are launching. into an exciting birding year,
Kevin Woods has compiled a complete set of Newsletters from the first one issued
and has bound them most attractively intao three volumes, We are going to present
a small section each month from the "archives" which will take some of you down
memory lane to some outing, camp or meeting from the past. At the last meeting
Richard Jordan once more reminded us that anyone interested could get a card from
him to record nest sightings, Information can be recorded if you have seen a bird
carrying nesting materials, have seen a nest or seen birds carrying food to feed
baby birds, S0, see Richard and he will tell you what to do and then see that the
information gets to the people who are collating it. Keep writing articles for the
newsletter, they are very interesting.

—1-



1988 MAILING LIST.

1988 fees are now overdue if you haven't paid them, The 1988 mailing list
will be compiled after the March meeting; only financial members will receive the
Newsletter after this date, If there is a x in the box at the end of this
sentence, you are unfinancial!

LIBBARY NEWS.

It was great to see everyones smiling faces at our first meeting for 1988,
The library was again populasr with old and new members alike, We have several new
arrivals added to our already comprehensive library,

"The Shorebirds of Australia" by John Douglas Pringle - very popular with
our more advanced Birdos, If you are keen to borrow this book I suggest
you ask me to write your name down to hold it for you, Indeed if there

is any particular book you want I will hold it for you for the night.

We now have the third cassette in the series of eight cassettes "A Field
Guide to Australian Bird Song". This is an excellent series arranged in the same
arder as they appear in "Recommended English Names for Australian Birds". An
explanatory booklet accampanies each cassette.

Cassette 1 - Side 1 - Emu to Mottled Petrel.
g Side 2 -~ BGould's Petrel to Striated Heron. =
Cassette 2 — 5ide 1 - Rufous Night Heron to Black-breasted Buzzard,
" Gide 2 - Brahminykite to Chestnut Rail,
Cassette 3 - 5ide 1 - Red-necked Crake to Double-~Banded Plover,
Side 2 - Large Sand Plover to Black-naped Tern,

LIBRARY TIMES.

The library will be open for twenty minutes before and twenty minutes after
each meeting. If you need help to find or select a book, don't hesitate to ask me,
Hope you all have enNjaoyable reading.

Olive Rodwell.

ILLAWARRA LAKES ENTRANCE OQUTING, WEDNESDAY, 3rd FEBRUARY, 1988,

We got off to a good start with the year 1988, with 38 members attending the
annual outing to Leke Illawarra Entrance at Windang, where we have been making an
annual visit beginning in February, 1980,

The weather was warm and sunny with a North-Easteriy breeze blowing until =
about & p.m, when the wind changed to the South which brought a considerable
lowering in temperature,

We spent the time searching the large sandflat area and scanning the lake
before walking to a spot where we could look over the ocean for sea birds. There
among the Silver Gulls the Australasiaen Gannet was identified.

Qver the sand-flats there was the usual large number of birds in their
respective groups. One group consisted of the Silver Gull, Crested Tern and Kelp
Gull and a large flock of Little Terns were moving ahout the area when disturbed by
people moving about, Then another group of Red-capped Plovers, Red-necked Stint
and a couple of Double-~banded Plovers were observed feeding on the wet sand at low
tide,

Then looking over the water of the lake we observed the Bar-tailed Godwit,
Greenshank, White-faced Heron, Great Knot and Australian Pelican, In the reeds on
the lake shore the Clamorous Reed Vlarbler was busy, possibly attending to young, but
could varify that, For the afterncon a total of nineteen species were observed.
Australian Pelican, Australasian Gannet, Great Cormorant, Little Black Cormorant,
Little Pied Cormorant, White-faced Heron, Double-banded Plover, Red-capped Plover,
Greenshank, Bar-tailed Godwit, Great Knot, Red-necked Stint, Silver Gull, Kelp Gull,
Little Tern, Crested Tern, Clamarous Reed Yarbler, HMouse Srarrow, Australian Magpia,

Horace Ward,
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FEBRUARY MEETING.

Fred Spiteri was our guest gpeaker for the February meeting and he proved to be
a real treat for all those who attended. Fred is one of only a few people to hold
a licence for the rehabilitation of birds of prey in Australia and what a dedicated
and caring young man he is, devoting hours and hours of his leisure time to return
sick, injured and abandoned birds back to freedom whenever he can,

His interest in Falconry began at the age of fourteen and as the time went by
he decided to "go legal" and approached the National Parks and Wildlife Service to
see what he could do and he was granted the licence,

Fred's talk was extremely interesting and very informative as he went through
the points of training and diet, weight is critical in the excercising of the birds
to build up and tone muscle tissue, they are weighed every day in training. His
techniques for teaching them to hunt are fascinating.

This was an exceptional evening for all those present as Fred didn®'t accompany
his talk with the usual slides but instead he brought with him an immature 5ea
Eagle who, unfortunately, due to a wing injury restricting his flight, is destined
to become an exhibit but nevertheless could possible bread when rehabilitated,
offspring of which would be released.

The aother bird he brought was an absolutely magnificent, majestic, Wedge—
tailed Eagle. She was stunning in her beauty and although fully grown, size wise,
she was still immature and her colouring has to be seen to he believed she is just
so beautiful and attractive. Fred wasn*t worried as she occassionally nibbled his
neck or sweater but said that he had great respect for her massive talons which
turn in and lock onto prey. She had been abandoned by her parents after falling
out of the nest and Fred has raised her to her present glory.

When her upbringing is complete Fred will have to make a decision, will she be
trangferred to San Diego Zoo to compliment their breeding programme or will he
release her into the wild and let her take her chances against man? He hasn't
decided yet and I am thankful I don't have to make that choice as I would find it
heartbreaking to part with such an incredibly beautiful creature.

Qur thanks to you Fred for giving us such a memorable and enjoyable experience
and for sharing your time and knowledge with us, I am sure all our members wish
you well in your future work.

For those who missed out on this treat, be sure to see the videos which will
feature some of Fred's birds, they include some fantastic footage of birds hunting
and are due to be shown at the first film night in April,

Barbara Hales.,

FEBRUARY OUTING TO CAMBERWARBA MOUNTAIN.

It was raining steadily as we pulled into the Camberwarra Mountain Lookout car
park and even though we were fifteen minutes early, we could make out three other
cars through the fog, obvicusly IBDGCers oozing positive vibes, By 9 a.m. there
were about a dozen cars with occupants peering through fogged up windows looking for
that forecast break in the scattered shawers while sipping on cups of coffee, As
conditions remained dismal, discussions held under umbrellas concluded that we
should at least have a look down the track that Barry Virtue was going to guide us,
so a convoy set off into the Red Rock Nature Reserve, When we arrived at the relay
station the rain had easedslightly so we walked a hundred metres slong a track to
see some Aberiginal rock scrapings, When the rain began again we decided to try
the lower areas and headed off to the Bomaderry Nature Trail, and under threatening
conditions seventeen stayers arrived at the car park,

The walk starts off through eucalypt forest towards the creek with small signs
under trees and bushes with their names on and it was surprising to see such a
scenic area existing adjacent to a major town, The track went along under sandstone
overhangs and up onto the cliffs overlooking the creek where Yellow-faced Honeyeaters
were guickly spotted with some good VlEWS af Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters that seemed to
he confined to this locality.

CONtdo s s anssscosnncse
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FEBRUARY DUTING CONTD.

Other birds included White Cockatoo, Red Wattle-birds, Noisy Friar-bird, Spotted
Pardalote and Brown Thornbill, During a brief shower we sheltered under a rock
overnang and studied the labelled plants in the area and chatted, Walking back
to the car park a White-browed Scrubwren was seen to be chased out of its bush by
a Yellow-faced Honeyeater and for a while they changed habitats,

Lunch under the shelters in the car park proved interesting with four or five
Double-bar Finches coming in to feed and an Eastern Yellow Robin that had been
heard calling nearby coming out to investigate. Then as the rain came down again
it was declded that the Red Rock area showed too much promise to be missed and
another IBOC visit should be planned in the near future,

Thanks to Barry and Chris for organising the day were expressed by all with
hope that the weather would be more benevolent next visit,

Chris Brandis,

BIRDS AT BOOMERANG BEACH.

During January we spent a week camping at Boamerang Beach, near Forster, with
membhers of our family. Al though the main interests of the group were surfing and
sailboarding we did manage to introduce them to a little birdwatching.

The camp area was well shaded with native trees and adjoined a beautiful are—
“of bush which contained Angophoras, Melaleucas, Baniksia Serrata, Palms and many
other shrubs,

Birds were plentiful in the park, the most common being Scaly-breasted
Lorikeets and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters which fed in the trees above the van,
Others seen each morning were Red Wattlebirds, Eastern Rosellas and King Parrots,
Kookaburras and Magpies came daily and shared our barbecue scraps.

On a walk through the bush we saw a pair of Sacred Kingfishers, a Dollar Bird,
Whipbird, Cuckoo Shrike, Satin Flycatcher, Little Friarbird, Sitellas and Figbirds.
While in the area on three different occassions we watched a White-breasted Sea
Eagle flying overhead,

One morning while sitting quietly by the van we were visited by a number aof
Variegated Wrens including two fully coloured males. They hopped about just a few
feet from our chairs and gave us the perfect view - no binoculars required.

Bob & Peg McKinlay,

A TRIP TO THE SNOWY MOUNTAINS,

The last time I did any bird watching in the Snowy was while skiing, sa I
thought a trip during Summer to check what I could see in the open Eucalypt
forests on the lower slopes, the Snow Gum area which is often snow covered in
Winter and on the alpine meadows on the upper slopes.

During a walk around one of the National Park tracks on the lower slopes at
Sawpit Creek we saw 31 species, including 5 Honeyeaters, Yellowfaced, White-eared,
Brown-headed, White-naped and Red Wattlebirds, Spotted and Striated Pardalotes
while overhead hundreds of White-throated Needle-tails hawked, On one of the
river flats we came across a "“"colony" of Satin Flycatchers, at one time I counted
four males and a female feeding and in 300 metres I found two nests, One of the
nests had three young, the nest being so small only two fitted in and one was forced
to sit a little way down the branch. It was interesting to note that when the
female brought a large insect and tried to feed the young in the nest, the male came
up, took the insect and fed it to the nestling on the branch, yet a few minutes
later he brought another similar insect and fed it to a nestling in the nest. A
little further down the track a Collared Sparrowhawk was seen flying from tree to
tree and heading towards the Flycatchers, it was the only raptor seen in the
mauntains,

CDntdlln-l.l.-nlllllll-o
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A TAIP 70 THE SNOWY MOUNTAINS CONTD,

In the Snow Gum area the same birds that I saw during the Winter were there,
such as Brown Thornbills, White-browed Scrubwrens, Little Ravens, four Crimson
Rosellas, which were more orange in colour than the birds of the Illawarra, with
the Flame Robins, Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoas and a few other immigrants, a total
of fourteen species being noted.

The alpine meadows were vast, but elmost devoid of birds, during a 5 klm., walk
to the Blue Lake we saw anly a few Richard's Pipits along the walking track and six
Little Ravens feeding on one of the slopes,

In all, the number of species is low compared ta many other areas, but it is
interesting to note which birds stay for the Winter and which ones come into an
area to take advantage of the rich insect life then move out when the area freezes
OvVer.

Chris Brandis.

A WEEK AT POLBLUE,

Just on ten years ago Laurie and I stayed overnight at Gloucester and the
following day drove aleng the Barrington Tops Forest Read for 140 km to Scone,
The road had only been open for three months and as it was eerly September it was
very cold with mist and sleet, so the day didn't lend itself to too many stops, but
we put it on our list of places to go back tao.

Wal and Hazel Emery camped in the area for a couple of days last Christmas/New
Year and spoke of it in such glowing terms that we decided it was time for a re-
visit,

On the 27th December, at 4 a.m., we set off driving along the Putty Road -
always an interesting drive since our IBDC camp at Putty - looking far Turguoise
Parrots or Wonga Pigeons feeding on the side of the road, No such luck this time,
however we did enjoy several sightings of Common Bronzewing Pigeons, We drove
through Warkworth and Jerrys Plains joining the New England Highway at Muswellbrook
then on to Absrdeen turning off to head for Moonan Flat and the mountains to our
destination,

It turned into quite a hot morning and the 11 km, climb from Moonan Flat has
some very steep pinches, not recommended for maost conventional vehicles towing a
caravan, however by using 40 and taking a couple of breaks, the Subaru pulled the
drifter up well.

Qur stops proved profitable as we enjoyed watching Rufous Songlarks, Willy
Wagtails and Superb Fairy Wrens and a pair of Australasian Grebe on a dam with &g
nest which they continually covered up and left whenever a vehicle drove past even
though they were several metres from the road,

At the dingo fence and entrance to the State Forest we stopped, admiring the
view fraom Moonan Qutlook where most days Mt, Dangar at Sandy Hollow can be seen in
the distance, and the temperature was several degrees cooler,

We arrived at Polblue Swamp camping area in Stewarts Brook State Forest, 1,500
metres above sea level, at 11,30 a.m, after travelling 430 km, from home and set up
camp far the week, It is a lovely area with a meandering creek and trout for the
fishermen, Snow Gums, Eucalupt Stellulata, beautiful alpine flowers and a good
camping area,

A one hour walking is constructed arcund the Spagnum Maoss Swamp giving
excellent views of the surrounding area, winding through various habitats as well as
the lovely Polblue picnic area. The wildflowers are especially beautiful and
include hundreds of white and purple Donkey orchids, Greenhood orchids, Mountain
Buttercups, paper daisies and violets in every shade from purple to palest mauve,
Unfortunately the exotic Scottish Broom has spread and is threatening to take over
several of the native plants but an eradication scheme is underway,
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A WEEK AT POLSLUE CONTD.

Wild horses and wallabies visit the area and we observed several species of
birds but none as exciting as four Tawny Frogmouths, two parents and their well
grown young, which Laurie discovered early in our stay, roosting in a tree very
close to our camp, They changed trees most nights and first job of the morning
was to spot the frogmouth, iWe enjoyed watching them and hearing their soft call
especially on dusk as they woke up and started toc move about for the adults to
gather food for their young, One night while we were in bed we heard them land on
the roof of our van and call.

The Red Wattlebirds were the common bird aof the camp and some were nesting but
in our travels around the area we saw Brown Thornbills, Pied Currawongs, Magpies,
Kookaburras, Crimson Roseillas, Flame Robins, Golden Whistlers, Yellow-faced
Honeyeaters, Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos, Tree Martins and Topknot Pigeons among
others, Also an English Blackbird was seen and heard near the picnic area.

We experienced Polblue in all kinds of weather except snow and that was well
depicted in photographs at the Forestry COffice in Gloucester, We had sun, wind,
mist, rain and seemed to be in the centre of an extremely fierce thunder and rain
storm one day. ife soon discovered the mood could change very guickly in the
mountains. Each change added its own special beauty to the area and none so well
as the misty rain when we walked through the Negrohead Beech Forests, The trees
looked beautiful with their festoons of lichen dripping with droplets of rain whi’
the buttresses of the majestic Beech trees covered in moss looked so grand that we
expected to see fairies and gnomes living amongst them, The National Park people
talk of the fabled Yowie but we preferred to think of it as Pixie 0'Harris country.
Tree ferns also added their beauty to the area.

There are many lovely places to walk, picnic or camp, We visited the Firs
Picnic site, a forestry experiment area where Radiata, Mexican and Ponderosa Pines
and Douglas Firs are growing, The walking trail through the trees is well sign-
posted - it would be easy to get lost. It is a very silent area and guite dark
except for the odd ray of sunshine filtering through, but well worth a visit. The
pine needle carpet makes it guiet to walk on, We watched a Lyrebird standing on a
fallen laog going through his repetoire for more than ten minutes. We went back
another day for a second concert - guite an experience,

Lyrebirds were also seen and heard calling in the Beech Forests and under a
huge tree in the drier area at Thunderbolts Lookout one hot sunny day.

We drove acrcss the headwaters of both the Hunter and Manning Rivers with just
a little hill between them and both small creeks, so different to the large water-
ways they are when they reach the sea at Newcastle and Taree, The Barrington ar-
Gloucester Rivers also originate in these mountains and a drive into Gloucester ..
supplies proved to be very scenic,

During our stay, Wal and Hazel joined us which was a bonus for us as a walk
through the forest is greatly enhanced by Wal's knowledge of the trees and orchids
and Hazel's ability to hear and spot the birds. The Sydney Field Ornithologlsts
Club set up camp on the opposite side of the road to Polblue and several of the
members visited us to see Laurie's frogmouths,

Teh area is well worth a visit and although there were several beautiful smaller
places to camp, at no time was Polblue crowded with only an average of ten camps per
night and it is well serviced by the Forest Rangers. All Wal said was true and we
can add our recommendation now — it is a great place to relax and enjay the beauty
aof the mountains, We'll be going back again someday.

Nola Williams.

GARDEN  SNIPPETS,

0On the 25th January we had two Dollar Birds on our t.v. antennae, they flew off
and then I saw one fly overhead with food in its beak, I saw the bird land on a
dead branch in the big pine tree in the North Wollongong Hotel where it fed another
Dollar Sird, A little later two more birds flew in making a total of four. Itts
the first time we've seen Dollar Birds around our home,

Nola Williams,
Contdlllllllvil.
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GARDEN SNIPPETS CONTD.

The Honeyeaters really love to feed from the Kangaroc Paw which this year has
sent its flowers up on very long stems, I saw a little Red Wattle Bird having a
feed and its weight on the end of the flower brought it swooping down nearly to the
ground, I wondered if it enjoyed its ride. The Little Wattle Birds have left the
area now and I miss their raucous entry to the garden and their cheery conversation,

MHARY SrAaw

For the first time this Spring we had a pair of Little Wattlebirds nest in
the garden. We watched with interest as they fed their young on a variety of
insects up to the size of a dragonfly, After the yound fledged they all continued
feeding around the garden for several weeks and then the adults commenced to build
a new nest, The nest appeared near completion, then to our surprise one marning we
realised there were no noilsy, chattering, Wattlebirds in the garden, What caused
them to leave along with their Jjuveniles and desert a near completed nest? Did the
smedl number of nectar producing flowers in the garden during the Summer months
prove an insufficient food source, there were certainly still plenty of insects
available, or was the breeding pair broken up by our unfriendly resident Collared
Sparrowhawk? I guess we'll never know and I must admit we weren't sorry to see
them go for a while as they tend to dominate the garden at the expense aof the
smaller honeyeaters,

Wal Emery,

NATURES CHRISTKWAS PRESENT.

When digging out foundations for a carport and putting dirt in the wheelbarrow
we noticed the next day a pair of Pardalotes tunnelling into the fresh soft soil in
the barrow, There was alsoc a large pile of dirt and the Pardalotes decided to
tunnel into this, We left the pile of dirt there for them, however they seemed to
lose interest and started tunnelling intoc my wire basket pot plants instead. These
were too small however as they tunnelled in one side and out the other, So Allen
decided to fill a large plastic pipe, one foot round, two feet long, with soil and
hung it in the tree, They ignored it completely so I tied some paper bark around
and in front of it with a little hole at one end, They immediately started
tunnelling, shooting in and out like rockets, The windows nearby drove them mad,
they could see their own reflection and attacked them continually until I blacked
out the windows with bon ami.

Next problem was the car coming in and out so close to them - so we left the
car out of the carport, Then whammgo! A gale of wind came through and the whole
thing fell down, 50 we shifted the nest to a quieter spot in amongst lots of
foliage in front of our lounge room window, with a much better view for us.

They have continually flown in and out since last Warch. We thought they had
young twice as we noticed them taking food in sometimes, On Christmas Eve in the
hustle and bustle of Christmas preperations with a stiff Southerly breeze blowing
I heard a loud clunk on the window and there it was. Wthat was it? A baby
Pardalote sitting slightly stunned on the window sill and up in the tree, facing
the wind, hanging on tight, two mare little Pardalotes, the parents up in the tree
calling incessantly, Eventually they flew up with the parents. We saw them for
a few more days then they must have moved on so I hope they all survived,

MAREA RET rPARKINSOAD

FRAOM THE ARCHIVES.

Friday 28th January, 1977, Day by Day with Paddy Ginnane,

"4 new group calling itself The Illawarra Bird Observers' Club will hold an
inaugural meeting at the VWEA, 79 Corrimal St next Tuesday, Fegbruary 1 at 7.45 om,
I telieve this group grew out of a WEA course on "arnithology'" for beginners last
year, The contact is Laurie \lilliams, 18 Achilles Ave, North Wollongong."

Contdl.||l0-lln¢-l'¢nln



SoMe  NOTES ON  CHANNEL-BILLED CUCKOOS,

Faor the past two years, sightings have been recorded in the Keiraville -
Mount Pleasant - Balgownie areas of Channel-~billed Cuckoos, In early Jgnuery, 1986
two young birds were observed being fed by foster parents in the Greenslopes Avenue
area, On 25th December, 1987, a pair of Pied Currawongs were observed feeding
possibly two young in bushland South of Greenslopes Avenue, A week later, one
young was seen, Below 1s a note received from a friend, who lives not far from us
in Hopewood Crescent.

" An unusual syndrome has smitten the residents of Hopewood Crescent, Fairy
lieadow, Young and old alike have taken to gazing intently up the gum trees, 1t
all started on 18th January, 1983, when the bird calls and occasional .cicada drum-
song were suddenly replaced with a new sound - extremely loud WARKS! Enter a
young Channel-billed Cuckoo, telling its foster parents [twa Pied Currawongs] and
everyone else, "I'm famished", An offering of raw meat was gratefully accepted.

For ten days the trees along the creek line witnessed the wing flepping, bill
gaping antics. (Wthat a marvellous subject for the not so keen of sight, I can
find that large bundle of feathers - no trouble at allj. Then on 25th January it
spread its wings and favoured a new group of admirers arcund the park and down
Dymock Street with its wonderful carry on. Constantly complaining about the meagre
supply of good nourishing food those poor overworked foster parents were providing
for thelr over-sized chick.,

The family of Caommon Mynas and Magpie Larks that frequent the area were most
upset with the new arrival, Then two Magpies arrived on the scene and reelly got
nasty about the whole thing, dive bombing and pecking the culprit, all the way back
to the willows on the creek edge. The desperate escape was accompanied with a new
call - loud raucous cry - HONK? The rest of the day was spent skulking in the

willow thickets, Have heard these attacks on a number of occasions since, 2nd
February - only hear our friend early morning and evening when he returns to the
original gum tree hanut," {Gloria Kearnan)

Following on from my friend's observations, at epproximately p a.m. on 4th
February, 1988, an awful call heralded the arrival of a Channel-billed Cuckoo,
flying along our garden chased by two irate Magpies. It flew East but returned
ten seconds later, this time pursued by Tour Common Mynas and one Silver Gull,
These gave up the chase and the bird flew low over the house and headed Vest. It
tried to land in several of the high gum trees on the hill above us, but each time
it was harrassed by several birds. Finally it flew back over the house heading
gast, pursued by four Crimson Rosellas, two King Parrots, fifteen plus Sulphur-
crested Cockatoons, six Common Mynas and one Silver Gull, all giving their alarm
calls,

It disappeared but five minutes later another call and it landed in a Spotted
gum, twenty feet from the ground and right in front of me, where I had a perfect
view, After calming &, by now, hysterical dog, who wanted to give chase, I was
able to observe the bird, with binocs,, for approximately five minutes,

It was an immature bird, the bill was greyish and the bright red around eye
and bill of an adult was not noticeable, The abdomen was mare grey and the head
and upper back buff speckled grey.

The dog moved her position and the Channel-billed Cuckoo flew off, this time
without calling and go was able to escape without an escort,

Hazel Emery.

COMBINED COLUB CAMPOUT - BACKYAMMA STATE FOREST - ANZAC LONG WEEKEND,

A speclal campout is heing arranged at Sackyamma State Forest near Forbes for
the Bicentennial Celebrations. The camp is belng organised by Canberra
Ornithologists Group, Cumberland Bird Observers Club, Illawarra Bird Observers Club
and N.53.. Ornithological Club as a comblned camp for their members and anyone else
who is interested in birds, The campout will be a great opportunity for people to
meet members of other clubs and perhaps renew old friendships. Further
information and map will appear in the April Newsletter, If it is necessary to
have pr or information ring Ci-ris Chafer.
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EASTER CAMP = FRAIDAY 1st TO WNONDAY 4th APRIL, 1988 - UPPER HORTON,
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This year's Easter camp will be held at Upper Horton, a small rural town
situated approximately 127 km, North West of Tamworth. We will be camping in
the grounds of the local school where toilets and showers will be available as
well as water however we suggest you bring your own #rinking water,

The camp is some S0 km, East of Mt. Kaputar National Park and we will visit
. part of the park during our stay, The surrounding area is mainly eucalypt
woodland and farmland although wet eucalypt forests are found on the mountain
slopes and snow gums on the mountain tops, The nearby Horton River and it's
tributaries provide riverine vegetation. Bird life is prolific with many birds
of prey, parrats, honeyeaters and robins, It should be a great weekend.

To get there follow the New England Highway North to Tamwaorth then take the
turn off to Kanilla and Barraba, The turn off to Upper Horton is approximately
18 km, North of Barraba at Cobbadah aon the left with a small white church on the
corner, The campsite is approximately 20 km, from the Cobbadah turn off, The
school is the first building at Upper Horton, an easy route to follow, approx.

8 hours driving time, well warth the drive,

FAOM _THE ARCHIVES. Was this position ever filled? Newsletter July 1979,

"A human scarecrow is wanted by the Plant 8reeding Institute, Trumpington,
near Cambridge, to pace a tem—acre field of maize flapping his arms to scare away
rooks, Local rooks follow the drill and pick out the maize seeds. The lucky
applicant will be paid $1.20 an hour and start zt 4 a,m,"
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MEMBERSHIP LIST.

BLATCH

de HAVILLAND

We are pleased to welcome the following new members:

Mrs, Chris

Phone 711025

"Greenslopes", Farmborough Soad, Farmborough Heights, 2526,

Or. suentin & Mrs, Hilary

25, wWhiting Crescent, Corrimel, 2518,

FRASER Ms. Ros Phone 674805
31, Foothills Aoad, Austinmer, 2514,
REID lirs, kiary Loo Phone 293047
41, Yates Avenue, Mt, Keira, 2500,
Addresses for the following have been altered:
FACKENDER Peter Phone 563238
10, Crchid Avenue, Albion Park Rail, 2527,
EWIN Peter
Endesavour Hall, The Australian Maritime College,
Bagot Street, Beauty Paoiny, 7251,
VIRTUE Barry & Mrs, Carol, Phone 044 64 1389
RMB 449, Beach Aoad, Berry, 2535,
Correctian of name:
MACQUIRE. Helen Phone 840387
15, KMarlo Street, Towradgi, 2518.
INTERESTING SIGHTINGS DECEMBER 1587 — JANUARY 1988,
U Buff-banded Rail 1 ¥W'gong Botanic Garden 6-1-88 J.
U Cicadabird 1 Mount Dusley 10-1-88 G.
R Caommon Koel 1 Austinmer 3-1-88 K,
U Diamond Firetail 1 Bullio 6-1-88 K,
AR Powerful 0wl 1 Raoyal National Park 30-1-88 K,
U Cicadabird 1 lount Kembla 27-1-88 W,
2 Channel-billed Cuckog 1 Balgownie 4-2-88 H,
R Common Koel 1 Balgownie 11-12-87 H,
U Rufous Night Heron 1 Balgownie 15-12-87 \.
U Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 8 Figtree 10-11-87 D,
U Green GCatbird 1 Byarong Park 26-1-88 0.
R Common Koel 1 Corrimal 16-12-88 8,
MG Tawny Frogmouth 2 Corrimal 1-2-88 3.

& G. Rabinson,
Robinson
Mills
Mills
Mills
Emery
Emery
Emery

& H. Emery
Green
Green

& P. McKinlay
& P, McKinlay




1.8.0.€. NEUS

No, 112 APRIL, 1988.

ILLAWARRA
BiRO

QBSERVERS
gLus

\ THE CTRCULAR OF THE JLLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB-
Registered by Aust. Post Publicétion No NBH 3848

POSTAL ADDRESS P.0. BOX 56 FAIRY MEADOW NSW 2519,

Printed by Courtesy of BHP Illawarra Collieriss,

CLUB MOTTO PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER

"One Good Tern Jim Robinson Robyn Wilson Ron Almond

Deserves Another” 16 Burling Avenue 4/18 smith Street 2 Shaobert Cresc.
MT. OUSLEY NSW 2519 WOLLONGONG NSW 2500 KEIRAVILLE NS@W 2507
29-4213 29-1184 29-8612 i

CLUB'S ATIM: To join together people with a common interest who wish to further

their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them,

ANNUAL SUBSCRIFPTIONS are due on lst January each year, FAMILY $.10 SINGLE %7
STUDENT %2

NEXT MEETING will be held at the Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens Centre, corner of
Collaery Avenue and Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow, on Monday, l1i1th April at 7.30pm,
This will be our annual members night, All members are invited to contribute an
item to the programme, This can be done by bringing along your slides, photos or
recite a piece of poetry about a bird - anything as long as it has to do with
birds. Last year some members brought along handicrafts that they had made,

Come along and shaw or tell and help make the evening an entertaining cne.

NEXT FILWM NIGHT This is our first film night for the year and will be held at the
home of Brian & Barbara Hales, 39 Lake Parade, Corrimal Egst, on Saturday, 30th
April. There will be the usual two sessions commencing et 6,00 & 8,00 pm, All
members are ilnvited to attend. Bring elong a plate for supper and be part of a
pleasant social evening, Ve will be showing two videos, courtesy of Fred Spiteri,
The Hunters of the Sky, parts two and three, Having already seen some of Fred's
work in this area you are assured of an extremely enjoyable and interesting night's
viewing,

NEXT FIELD OUTING The next outing will be on Saturday, 16th April, we will be
going to Yarrawa State Forest, To get there, proceed to Robertson, turn left at the
Belmore Falls Road [next to the pub) and follow the signs to Belmore Falls, Approx.
7 km, from Robertson you will come to Wallaby Hill Road on the left, Turn here and
follow this road until you reach a sharp left hand elbow, Directly ahead is a gate
with a gravel pile next to it, We will be meeting here at 9 am, bring a carry
lunch, Yarrawa State Forest contains a variety of eucelypt types, open grassland,
heath, sandstone outcrops and rainforest remnants on the escarpment slopes,

MID-WEEK OQOUTING Several of the members who go on the mid-week outings will be away
on the 6th April when the next one is due, accordingly anyone who would like to Jjoin
a walk that day please phone Mary Eskdale on 291650,

LIBRARY NEWS Thanks to the efforts of Kevin Woods we now have a copy of each of the
first 99 I.B.0.C, news publications, They have been copied, retyped, collated and
bound into three volumes ~ guite a big job, It is most interesting to browse
through them to recall the early days of our club, The books will be available in

the library. BORROWING Books and cassettes are available to be borrowed by club

members, Date, particulars of book and name of borrower are written in the
barrowing book, Borrowing time is for ane month and for the convenience of every-

gne I would request that you try to return your bgoks in that time, Hope you all
have enjoyable reading. . Olive Rodwell.



MARCH OUTING

Sunday the 20th started out a very wet morning; fifteen Birdos turned up and
had discussion about the weather dressed in an assortment of rain gear, It was
decided to start out on the walk anyway. It was a fairly long walk, forty eight
species were seen - some of the interesting bLirds that were seen were Rose Robin,
Golden whistler, Large-billed Scrubwren, Origma, Catbird, Yellow-tailed Black
Cockatoo, Wonga Pigeon, Brown Pigeon, White-naped Honeyeater, Black-faced Wonarch
and Black Duck,

We tried to imagine the coaches and wagons being pulled up and down the old
Rixon's Pass Road - pulled by sturdy oxen it must have taken early travellers and
traders a long time, I think there would have bsen some very stiff bodies at the
bottom of the pass, The view from Broker's Nose was impressive.

It didn't rain for very long and bears out what seems to be another one of our
club's mottos -~ that you don't allow the weather to spoil the day.

Mary Shaw,

MARCH  MEETING

A very interesting talk about birds and how they are affected by bushfires
was given by MMr, Peter Smith, He discussed an area somewhere near Bega that he
had been studying and the effect of the fire on the bird life. 1t appears that
if the fire is a ground fire that the birds 1ift above the fire and settle back

after it has gone through, tary Shaw.

MID—WEEK GUTING

On a beautiful, warm, sunny morning we met at the WMount Kembla Lookout for the
tiarch mid-week outing, We set out about 9.00 am, to walk along the Kount Kembla
Ring Track, At the beginning of the track is a flight of steps going down to an
undulating track through a beautiful section of rain forest where we spent most of
the morning, While descending the steps we paused for a while to identify the
birds in the trees around us, Some of the birds observed were the Lewin's and
Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Brown Thornbills, Silvereye, Green Catbird and Rufous
Fantail. Also the Superb Lyrebird could be heard calling nearby.

In this part of the forest some of the trees are Red Cedar, Brown Beech,
Pittosporum and groups of Cabbage Palms, The tall trees on the slopes there
create a guiet beauty and a closed in feeling and although the weather was getting
quite warm the temperature there was still cool, ;

As we walked alaong the track the Yellow-throated Scrubwren was sighted going _
through some low trees. The Large-billed Scrubwren was observed soon afterwards
and the White-browed Scrubwren and Eastern Yellow Robin were also sighted, The
Brown Guckoo-dove was heard on a number of occasions and observed twice, the first
time near the lookout and again along the rain forest trail on our return walk.
During the morning within the rain forest we observed 22 species.

Harace ‘ard,

FROK  THE ARCHIVES

Newsletter - July, 1982 - Atlassing, Just a snippet about thes recently
completed survey of the distribution of Australian Birds. In the 80 km. square
area around Wollangong the bird most frequently recorded was the flagpie, closely
followed by the Kookaburra, Superb Zlue \Wren, Australian Raven, Grey Fantail and
so on with the Starling coming in eleventh and the House Sparrow nineteenth, in
all 973 Record Sheets were sent in with the Magpie recorded on 740 of them, (The
House Sparrow on 494),

CDntdlo"l.lialit



A WEEK 0OF THANSUTLITY

Gloucester River camping area in the Barrington National Park is one of those
places you want to tell everyone about, but feel reluctant to do so for fear of it
becoming too popular and overcrowded, it is reached by a 33 km, drive fram the
Bucketts ¥ay, the turnoff point being S km, South of Gloucester. One third of the
road is sealed, the remaining sectlion is reasonably good gravel, The drive is very
scenic as it follows the winding, tree-lined Gloucester River through a rural land-
scape. A lack of bridges makes it necessary to ford the river in six places and a
neavy downpour of rain in the Gloucester Tops area can close the road for a day or
two, There is however, a high level track for emergency vehicles.

The camping area which is on the river was the site of an old Forestry camp
before the National Park was gazetted. It is divided into three sections with a
total of about 40 sites, The first area is cleared and mowed and is suitable for
caravans as well as tents whilst the remaining two areas are set in regenerated,
warm temperate rainforest with cleared individual sites,

Pit toilets are provided and drinking water is avaeilable from the nearby
crystal clear Gloucester Biver, Several varied walks lead ocut of the camping
area, Cne is a l% hour return along Sharpe's Creek through moss festooned
temperate rainforest. For the more energetic I can recommend a knee deep crossing
of the Gloucester River followed by an 8 km, return walk along an old disused
logging trail.

This trail has been out of service long encugh to become partially reclaimed
by the forest. 1t abounds with birdlife and although easy walking it has re-
generated sufficiently so as not to give one the feeling they are walking along a
raad, Four km, along the track you come to a low level log crossing where the
timber cutters used to snig the logs across the river with bullock teams. Ve were
told there was an old mill site in the area but we were unable ta locate it. Per-
haps we did not walk Tar enough, The area arcund the crossing is very picturesque,
the river inviting you to swim after a long walk in the warm Jgnuary sun, Birds—
nest ferns and Elkhorns grow profusely in the cool gullies running off the river
and epiphytic orchids abound in the ancient casuarinas and tristanias that line the
river bank. Within the area bounded by the camping area and the river crossing I
was able to locate no less than eleven different species of epiphytic orchids.
tiost of this area is outside of the National FPark but has been preserved by the
Forestry Commission as a Flora Reserve,

I suppose I should talk more about the birdlife of the park but the beauty of
the area makes it impossible to concentrate solely on birdwatching. Vie were
however able to sit on the river bank and watch Spinebills, Scarlet, White-naped
and Lewin's Honeyeaters plunge bathing where the rushing cascades gave way to
tranguil still pools, In the Tristanias abaove our heads a pair of ¥White's
Thrushes were busily feeding young. Back at camp Black-faced Konarchs, Rose
Aobins and Rufous Fantails were in abundance, the latter being so common as to
easily outnumber it's less showy cousin, the Grey Fantail.

A feed table set up outside our tent proved rewarding and was regularly
visited throughout the week by Yellow Robins, Grey Thrush, Lewin®s Honeyeaters,
Ythite-browed Scrubwrens and a family of Superb Fairy-wrens which were feeding young
in a nearby nest, A Brush Turkey visited the camp for four days feeding on the
wild raspberries which were growing around the edges of the forest. If this is not
enough to whet your appetite I must add thalt the campsite is set in the middles of a
Bell WMiner's colony.  Their beautiful tinkling calls wake you at dawn and continus
throughout the day, giving way at dusk toc a melodious chorus of froges singing in
unison from a nearby pond,

Spotlighting was hardly necessary as the Brush~tailed Possums came to the
tent to be hand Ted at night,

A stay in the area would not be complete without spending a day at Gloucester
Tops, Eighteen kms, of gravel road climbing through State Forest takes you to
several lookouts, the magnificent Gloucester Falls and a walk through an ancient
Nothofagus Beech Forest.,

COntd‘llIll...Illll.



A  WEEK GF TRANWUILITY CONTO.

We visited the area during the first week of Jgnuary and were surprised and
delighted to find only eight other camps, Perhaps the lack of forestry roads
discourages the serious four wheel drivers, I hope this remains so! YWe will
certainly return again when the native orchids are in blaoom, Maybe in the future
I.5.,0.C. can arrange a camp in this lovely section af the Sarrington National Park,

Wal Emery,

NOTHING  LIKE  NATURE,

There have been Sulphur—crested Cockatoos around BElackbutt for many years now,
they come screeching around at five in the morning and late in the evening, music
to the ear. This year more than ever, and what do you think they have found in our
yard? by vegie patch, especially the corn,

They perch up in the gum tree, then down onto the clothes line, then into the
corn, They love it, not fussey if it is ripe or net; even had a go at a cabbage
I noticed but mustn't have liked it.

They don*t mind t,v., antennae to nibble at either as my brother, a few doors
up the road, found out, Vle were having a bit of a party New Years Eve sitting
around talking when part of the aerial landed at our feet and cocky sat up there
looking very innocent as a few rocks were hurled his way.

largaret Psrkinson,

A AETURN  FLIGHT.

For the fourteen years we heve lived at our present address, we have been
fortunate to have a pair of Eastern Yellow Robins feeding and breeding in and
around our garden. During this time I have spent many pleasant hours watching
these beautiful birds going about the business of daily survival. I thought by
now that there was nothing new I could learn asbout their feeding habits and flight
patterns, This assumption proved to be wrong as I sat watching a bird feeding
one evening last September. 1t was perched sideways on the trunk of a wattle tree
in a typical Robin feeding pose, dropping to the ground and returning each time an
insect showed itself in the leaf litter. Then to my surprise it launched itsel?
from the trunk, flying & metre toc the foliage of a brush cherry whereoit novered
momentarily as it plucked an insect from a leaf, 1t then turned 180 and returned
to the wattle trunk without landing on the brush cherry. This is the first and
only time I have seen thils species either in the garden or in the wild incorporate
hovering in its flight pattern.

Wal Emery,
NEY LEMBZRS.
e welcaome the following new members:
BARSER lis. Ann,
P.0. Box 143, varrawong, 2502 Phone 271459
(Ann was a member several years ago)
SPITERI Fred Fhone 741683 ilork
&, fAeid Place, vepto, 2530, Phaone 617905 Home
WEINE lirs, Anne,
125, Panorama Drive, Farmborough Heights,
2526, Phone 716557
ROBERTS lirs, Jean change of phone number Phone 613203
Correction of name:
tcGUIAE HMelen (Not as advised in last Newsletter)
15, Marlo Street, Towradgi, 2518, Phone 840387

ContdIllIﬁDCOGIl‘l.
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GOMBINED CLUE CAKMPOUT — BACKYARNA STATE FOREST.
ANZAC LONG WEEKEND - 23rd to 25th APRIL, 1988,

A special campout is being arranged at Backyamma S5tate Forest near Forbes for
the Bicentennial Celebrations. The camp is being organised by Canberra
Ornitholagists Group, CGumberland Bird Observers Club, Illawarra Bird Observers and
N.3.%. Ornithological Club as a combined club for their members and anyone else who
is interested in birds. The campout will be a great opportunity for people to
meet members of other clubs and perhaps renew old friendships.

THE FOREST Rackyamma State Forest covers an area of 4,473 hectares (11,000 acres)
and is predominantly native \thite Cypress Pine (Callitris Glauca]. Although the
forest has been logged for over 100 years it has regenerated naturally and the
evidence of logging is barely noticeable,

THE CAMPSITE The campsite will be on a large semi-cleared area which was originally
the Forestry Headguarters, The buildings have long since gone but some aof the ftrees
that were planted at that time still remain. There is & small dam nearby where
birds, including Common Bronzewings, come in toc drink, The area around the campsite
is excellent for birdwatching,

HOW TO GET. THERE Travel from Orange along the Forbes road te about 5 km. past

Eugowra and turn right at a sign saying Parkes. Travel another 12 km, and take the
gravel lane leading off to the left, Head due West, go through a gateway intoc the
~ forest, over a ramp on top of a hill and through another gateway, The campsite is

on the right just past & small dam on the left about 5 km, from Parkes Road. If
you are travelling from Forbes, teke the Newell Highway towards Parkes and turn
right at approx. 9 km. from Forbes, continue along this road until you reach the
campsite which will be on your left about 15 km, from the highway.

FACILITIES You will have to bring everything that you will need including water and
garbage bags. Temporary toilets will be erected for the campg, Camp fires are
permitted provided that there is not a total fire ban, Please note that there is
na water of any kind available at the campsite,

FEES There will be a fee of §3. per adult to cover costs, Any remaining balance
will be donated to Barren Grounds 8ird Observatory. '

MOTELS AND CABAVAN PARKS Motels and caravan parks with on-site vans are available
in both Forbes and Parkes but should be booked well in advance to avold disappoint-
ment, The campsite is approx, 24 km, from Forbes and 29 km. from Parkes, If you
intend staying in either Forbes or Parkes why not have your evening meal at the
campsite, I'm sure someone will have room on their barbegue for your steak,

21805 The forest supports a wide range of bird species including Turguoise and
Blue Sonnet Parrots, Owlet Nightjars, Common 8ronzewings, Red-capped Robins, Gilbert
iihistlers, Oiamond Firetails, Southern Whitefaces and Speckled Warblers, Honey-—
eaters include Fuscous, Spiney-Cheeked, Black-Chinned and Little -rlarblrds

nearly 150 species have been recorded in this area, :

WRAT  TO DO Activities will include visits to various spots within the forest as
well as nearby areas such as Gum Swamp at Forbes, Spotlighting will be organised
for one evening. A communal campfire and get-together will be held each evening.

For further enguiries, please phone one of the club activities coffices listed:

Allan Aichards (02) 560 8062 N.S5.i. F.0.C.
Chris Ghafer {0a2) 752339 Illawarra B5.0.C.
Tony Dymond (02 639 7346 Cumberland B.0.C.
ialcolm Fyfe (062) 54 3310 Canberra C.0,G,

HAVE A GDOD WEEKEND AND_GREAT BTIROING

Contd.ﬂ.l.'.I..lllo
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No. 113  MAY, 1988,

ILLAWARRA THE CIRCULAR OF THE TLLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB
BIRD

QBSZRVERS Registered by Aust, Post Publication No NBH 3848
cLus POSTAL _ADDRESS P.0. BOX 56 FAIRY MEADOW NSW 2519,
Printed by Courtesy of BHP Illawarra Collieries.

CLUB MOTTO PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
"One Good Tern Jim Robinson ‘Robyn Wil son Ron Almond

Deserves Another" 16 Burling Avenue 4/18 Smith Street 2 Shaobert Cresc.
MT. OUSLEY NSW 2519 WOLLONGONG NSW 2500 KEIRAVILLE NSW 25C:
259-4213 29-1184 29-8612

CLUB'S AIM: To join together people with a common interest who wish to furthe:
their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them,

__ ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS are due on lst January each year, FAMILY $10, SINGLE $.7
STUDENT $2

N

FROM THE EDITOR Despite the rain, there has been a lot of Birdo activity this
month, At our March meeting the possibility of having an evening to learn something
of first aid was discussed. At the April meeting Denise Strickland spoke on the
desirability of our members being well versed in the proceedure of C.P.R. -~ Cardio
Pulmonary Resuscitation or in layman's terms, mouth to mouth resuscitation and heart
massage. On any of our outings that taeke us away from the quick medical support of
the city it is important to have members in the group able to commence immediately -
preferably two people -~ one doing the cardiac massage and the other doing the mouth
to mouth and most desirable to have others prepared to take over while help is being
procured, It is a system that has been modified recently and attempts are being
made to have the system standardised. Denise has asked Graham Tuckerman who con-
ducts training courses for hospital staff who has agreed to bring his model and to
demonstrate and talk about the subject, This will take place on Monday, 16th May,
at 7.30 p.m, at the Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens Centre and will be free to all those
who come, Our president was concerned that some people thought he had implied that
there would be a charge.

Thank you for your interesting contributions - how about a few more small

snippets, Mary Shaw,

MEMBERSHIP Each year some members leave the club but new members join, so maintain-
ing the status quo, Do you know anyone who would enjoy our club and fit into it and
perhaps add to the friendly atmosphere, Perhaps a workmate, a neighbour or a rela-
tion? A love of birds is the only requirement, Bring them along as a guest to a
meeting or an outing to help them make up their mind. I am sure that there are many
in our community who would welcome the chance to join our club and become another
I.8.0.C, Birda.

Jim Robinson, President,

NEXT MEETING will be held at the Fairy Keadow Senior Citizens Centre, corner of
Collaery Avenue and Princes Highway, on Monday, 9th May at 7.30 p.m, Our guest
speaker will be Hugh Whitmore talking and showing slides on the Aerodynamics of
8ird Flight - of their flying and soaring.

—l- Contdl.l...ll
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NEXT FIELD OUTING Our next outing will be to Strongs Reserve about ten klms, lest
of Nowra, on Sunday, 15th May. Our leader for the day will be local expert Diana
Wright, I wish to stress at this point that it is essential to stay behind the
leader of the walk as failure to do this will result in you becoming lost by taking
wrong turns etc. Also, we would like people who leave outings early to inform the
leader of the day or one of the committee members present so that we can keep a check
on where people are., Both these misnomeners occurred on the last outing and, con-
sidering the adverse weather conditions and unknown territory, could easily have
turned into an unhappy incident. 50, remember, Keep behind the leader and inform
someone if you are leaving the main body of the outing.

Strongs Reserve is a relatively new area set aside for public recreation, It is

the remains of a very old property with a wide selection of available habitats and
associated fauna. We will pass by a couple of creeks, the Southern shore of the
Shoalhaven River, sandstone out crops, acacia woodland, eucalupt forests with a heathy’
understorey and a couple of pockets of remnant rainforest with a large number of fig
trees, Species we may encounter include Origma, Red and Scarlet Robin, Green Catbird
and up to eight honeyeaters, Vle will be meeting at the Navy Jet Monument at Nowra
at 9 a.,m, This is situated on the corner of Kalandar Street and Kinghorne Street.
To get there proceed to Nowra, After crossing the Shoalhaven River Bridge follow thc
by-pass past the Nowra Fair shopping centre, Approx, 1.5 klms, further you come to &
set of traffic lights, turn right and the Jet is a few hundred metres down the roac
adjacent to the cemetary. . '
. Chris Chafer

—

MID-WEEK OUTING The next mid-week ocuting will be on 4th May and will be to
Coomaditchy Lagoon and \iindang. lieet at the lagoon at 8,30 a.m. Phone 29 8612 for
further enquiries.

APRIL OUTING Yet again our monthly outing was dogged by bad weather, still twenty
two enthusiastic and cold members met at the entrance to the fog enshrouded Yarrawa
State Forest near Robertson, The fog remained with us most of the day and occasional
light rain made birding rather difficult, Non the less most of those who stayed had ~
a fairly good day exploring an area which few people had know was there. We began by
heading through a small cleared area before entering the eucalypt forest itself, Ve
then passed through a regenerating section which had been burnt out a year or so ago
before descending through a natural pass on the edge of the sandstone escarpment. AS
we descended, vegetation became thicker and a number of Lyrebirds were heard practic-
ing their vocal repertoire for the coming breeding season. Our morning tea spot was
set in a ferny glade surrounded by tall eucalypts, tree ferns and cabbage palms, On
the reconnaissance a few months earlier this area had revealed Brush Bronzewing, Roc~
Robin and a number of Pilotbirds. On this particular venture all these species —
proved to be elusive although we did find Brown Gerygone, Golden \ihistler, Satin
Bowerbird, e continued back up the pass and headed South toward Hindmarsh Pass,

The cold weather, fog and drizzle hampered our birding efforts and after lunch we
decided to call it a day arriving back at the cars around 2.30 p.m, Qur efforts for
the day produced only 35 species. Highlights included Scarlet Robin, Chestnut-
rumped Hylacola, Buff-rumped Thornbill, Gang Gang, Yellow-tailed Black Gockatoo and
White-naped Honeyeater, The area looks like it would be a good place to go in late
Spring when the large variety of heath plants should be in flower and we will return
sometime in the future hopefully in better weather,

Chris Chafer,

ENTERPBISE 0One of my favourite callers is the Lewin's Honeyeater. The cheery bird
makes its presence heard with its bright, cheery call, Over the last couplz of years
I have observed it taking raw woll fleece from under my pergola, At first it was
taking it from a frayed bit of home spun wool used to tie a vine. It tugged and
tugged until bits came off in its beak and it returned repeatedly to get more. The
next year I placed unspun fleece in the same area and noticed that parts of it

disappeared.
jary Shaw,

CDntd.a--.-.-oo---.--
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EASTER CAMP__ REPORT This year our Easter Gamp was held at Upper Horton, a small
rural town about 127 klm, North West of Tamworth, We camped in the schoolground and
had the use of bore water and the %oilets, Because of the rain we only managed one
night around the campfire so we were very grateful for the use of the schoolroom and
t.v. on the rainy nights, When we arrived at the school we were greeted by a huge
sign painted by the children and taped onto the school building, It read "WELCOME
BIRD WATCHERS". It made us feel most welcome and indeed everyone we met was
friendly and helpful and offered us the run of their land,

Around the camp we had a host of birds. Most prolific and outstanding were the
Red-rumped Parrots, Red-winged Parrots, Galahs, Willie Wagtails, Magpies, Yellow-
rumped Thornbills and Jacky Winters, Some of us even saw Emus about to fly on the
first of April, Also in camp we had a white cat which was determined to make
friends. It sneaked under the floor into our vans, slept on our beds, crept into
our tents, Jjumped on our laps, sat on our tables, sharpened its claws on our canvas
and cleared out with our tent ropes, We yelled and cursed at it but it was like
Henry Lawson's "Loaded Dog" - just kept coming back, Horrie, Wal and I seemed to be
its main targets, It loved us.

Dur first walk was on Reg Kelly's property "Cobbraball" on which they raise beef
cattle. The country was very dry and the farmers were looking forward to some good
rain, Here we added Crested Pigeons, \irens, Apostlebirds and White-winged Choughs
to our list, We walked down through the paddocks to Cobbadah Greek and after climb-

g through two electric fences returned to the road and back to the camp, On
Saturday we tried to drive to Horton Falls but the roads were too wet and slippery,
Rain was setting in again so our convoy turned around and returned to camp. From
the cars we saw Sulphur-crested Gockatoos, Gelahs, Ibis. and a White-faced Heron,

Sunday saw us all hopeful again and off to the Glacial Area, This is an area
of conglomerate rocks in the river bed, We had a wonderful morning's viewing here
with the Brown-headed Honeyeater, Rainbow Bee-eater, Grey Fantail, Golden Whistler
and Rufous Whistler added to our list, We also found two Weebill nests with young
inside, Finally on Monday the sun .appeared, We did a long walk through the common
and back along the stock route. It was a rewarding time, We had a good view of a
Tawny Frogmouth from the high bank of the river looking down on the bird perched in a
tree. Also saw a Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Grey-crowned Babblers, Brown Treecreeper, Zsbra
Finches, Little Friarbird and two Vledge-tailed Eagles circling above, Our total
bird count for the camp was 102 which was good considering the inclement weather,

Thank you to Janine Digby and her six pupils for making us so welcome, Also
thanks to Brian and Barbara Hales for making the necessary arrangements for this camp.
Finally, thanks to the other 21 campers for your friendship and teamwork during the
hig wet, Despite the rain I think we all had a great time, Quotes of the camp,

~_+his camp is different, Nearly did a walk this morning and We might do one this

afternoon”, 0Olive Rodwell,

NUNDLE __STOPOVER On our way to Upper Horton, six members visited Nundle spending
two nights in the Nundle Caravan Park which gave us one full day there, The Nundle
district turned out to be a delightful area with good birding and other interesting
aspects as well, In the area is a state forest, some wet gullies, the Sheba and
Chaffey Dams, The area is also well known for its diverse mineral deposits which
makes way for fossicking, Bob and Peg McKinlay tried their hand and came up with
two small, would one call nuggets?

Nundle is settled in a low farmland area with part of the Great Dividing Range
within a few klms, extending from South to West of the town where the Peel River has
its beginnings, Viith the combination of farmland, rivers, forests with some wet
gullies we enjoyed a great day birding with a wide range of species. The drive we
had was on the way to Barry past the Sheba Dam situated on top of the range and down
the other side to a valley along the Barnard River. During our short stop-over we
observed a total of 61 species, some being the Collared Sparrowhawk, Eastern and
Crimson Rosellas, Red Wattlebird, Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Dusky Moorhen, Rufous
Night Heron, White-faced Heron, Golden & Rufous Whistler and Restless Flycatcher,

Horace Ward.

Contd..........
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FEEDING OBSERVATIONS While the aim of every garden should be to provide natural
food for the birds, interest can be added if you provide a safe, secluded feeding
station near a window where you can sit in comfort and quietly enjoy the birds at
close range, I have tried a variety of foods but the two I've found the most
successful are finely grated cheese and raw rolled oats, These foods are enjoyed by
most small birds that feed on or near the ground. One interesting surprise I had
was to see and Eastern Spinebill eating rolled oats, a long way removed from nectar
and hardly the right shaped beak I would have thought to pick up a dry oat flake, A
small amount of sunflower seed keeps the Crimson Rosellas coming on a regular basis
and they feed on other natural food in the garden like wattle and eucalypt seeds,
Anather beneficiary of the parrots feeding on the sunflower is the White-braowed
Scrubwrens, They hop into the dish after the parrots leave and clean up all the
fine bits of seed that the parrots have crushed and left,

W. Emery,

PIED CURRAWONGS NOTORIOUS NEST ROBBERS The greatest threat to birdlife in
Wollongong's far Northern suburbs is not the gun, feral predation or the destruction
of naturel habitat but the the Pied Currawong, In the Illawarra Naturel History
Saciety Circular No, 254, published in 1974, I recorded that these highly intelligent
avian scallywags pierced and reamed the foil tops of milk bottles before helping
themselves to the choice creamy top couple of inches in each bottle, The problem v -
finelly solved when the superior cunning of homo sapiens overcame that of Strepera —
graculina and effective preventative measures were introduced,

Since that time however there has been a considerable increase in Pied Currawong
numbers and they have become notorious nest robbers, They keep a watchful eye on
the nests of prospective victims then take the young as they hatch. Predated
species around Thirroul have included the Magpie-lark, Little Wattlebird, Willie
Wagtail, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike and Red-whiskered Bulbul, No doubt there are many -
more, The Pied Currawong has recently been described as the 'Mafia of the Birdworld”,
a nefarious title it thoroughly deserves, The species has probably always been a
bushland nest robber but its adaptation to a more urbanised habitat in recent decades
is meking its repugnant feeding habits all that more obvious,

Allan Sefton,

PELICANS FEED AT NIGHT Pelicans are fascinating birds to watch, in flight,
Toraging for food or just sitting in the water waiting for a hand-out, Although a

a scavenger in our area they do seriously fish for their supper. Perhaps you may have
seen them working as a group, herding the fish before them as they dip their bills in
and out of the water in unison,

Did you knaow they fished at night? Certainly I didn't until I happened to be
fishing at the Lake Illawarra entrance one night in February - and catching fish., It
was an overcast night with no moon with the only light coming from street lights re-
flected in the water and the prawners lights. It was about 10 p.m, and near the end
of the tide run-out that I saw the pelicans float by in the gloom, working ‘the water
in their traditional way, There were 12 or 13 arranged in a semi-circle and quickly
they disappeared into the blackness of the night, Later on I saw a couple of
pelicans flying overhead, hardly recognisable against the clouds.

I was surprised at the time, but on reflection, it is logicel for pelicans to
fish at night - and perhaps other fish eating birds since in my personal experisnce
there are more fish present at night, particularly in the shallow waters and near the
surface, Furthermore, if prawns are on their diet, then they must hunt at night,
since prawns bury themselves in the mud and sand during daylight hours, As mast
prawners know, the run-cut tide on moonless nights are the most productive for prawns.
P.S. On the night in question, prawns, mullet, tailor and whiting were plentiful in
the shallow channel,

Jim Robinson,
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BIRDWATCHING AT MT. WARRIGAL. When I first moved to Mt, Warrigal in 1969, the
area being developed was an old dairy property with only a few casurinas along the
lake and some eucalypts and banksia on the top of the hill left, In developing a
garden I, like others in the area, planted mostly exotics, but I did include an un-
known eucalypt, a Melaluca Linarlifolia and a Callistemon Citrinis along the back
fence, that are now the centre pieces of the yard.

With a renewed interest in birds I decided to birdscape the yard and asked many
questions and visited a few of the well known gardeners like Ron Imisides, The
Eucalyptus Leucoxylon was recommended by Lindsay Smith, so two were planted and are
now flowering, attracting my first Yellow-faced and Yellow-winged Honeyeaters and
Eastern Spinebills, This confirmed the hints given by George Adams at our March
1987 meeting so I have since planted another, plus an E.Sideroxylon, which should
complete the forest, Over the last few years there were some casualties due to some
water logged conditions, non performance and accidents requiring replacements by some
more suitable wet footed and bird attracting species. A well maintained bird bath
is also a must and in the dryer times it attracts some passers~by, such as the Grey
Shrike-thrush and Sacred Kingfisher.

After only three years, many of the plants are still small and produce the odd
flower or caone, but the B, Spinulosa and Ericifolia with the G. Honeygum have had a
few callers, but the G. Robyn-Gordon, although producing many flowers, is not. The
thole area is now becoming established and as the gardens mature, the increased range

“~and intent of foods for the birds has brought about an increase in the species being
noted, With loss of habitat the GCisticolas that used to nest in the vacant block
behind are gone, but we get Thornbills, Pardelotes, Crested Pigeons and now Pied
Currawongs and Grey Butcherbirds have moved in. There used to be a family of Superb
Fairywrens that ranged up and down the backyards cleaning up the spiders from the
fences, but after a pest controller did a letter drop and getting some extra business,
they disappeared,

With the increased number of birds now supported by the area there has been an in-
crease in the raptors being sighted, Peregrine Falcon, Hobby and Brown Goshawks have
been cruising through at odd intervals, Overhead there are Swallows, Needletails,
Lorikeets migrating through, Pelicans and sometimes a White-bellied Sea~eagle soaring
on a thermal, S0 overall its a continuing interest to see what can be enticed into
the garden as a home or a refuge and what plants they prefer so that more can be

planted, C. Brandis,

A _BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF TASMANIA. Unexpectedly, my husband and I were able to
spend from March 28 to April 17 in Tasmania, Having been to Tasmania before, it was
ecided that we would concentrate on species we had either not seen before or had
arely had a chance to view closely. Various factors influenced the outcome of our
birdwatching,

1) Tasmania was suffering a severe drought, Trees and ferns were drooped and dying
even in rain forests. .

2) Easter came within the period and brought crowds to Mt. Field National Park making
viewing difficult,

3) We had non-birding commitments for several days.
Highlights of our tour proved to be:

1) Birding at the small camping and picnic ground at Scottsdale where we had good
views of the Yellow-throated Honeyeater, Black-headed Honeyeater, Dusky Robin,
Goldfinch, White-browed Scrubwren (Brown Scrubwren), Brown Thornbill, I stress
the Brown Thornbill because it is difficult to distinguish this from the Tasmanian
Thornbill so any sightings of either species helped us eventually get to the stage
where we could distinguish them providing we had good sightings,

2) Shortly after leaving the park we saw 8 Blue-winged Parrots, This was our only
sighting despite searching and we concluded that drought conditions may have led
them onto the mainland earlier than normal.

Contdoocooocc.ooo
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3) At Elephant Pass we saw and heard the Clinking Currawong, Incidentally our
sightings of the Black Qurrawong showed us that its range was more extensive than
we had previously encountered,

4) Blackbirds were numerous and not only in gardens and parks but in tracts of wood-
land,. An English birdwatching friend had formed the opinion that they were more
common in Tasmania than in England. They flew up into trees far more often than
I remembered them doing in England,

5) Maria Island proved to be excellent for birdwatching: Tasmanian Thornbill, Cape
Barren Goose, Forty-spotted Pardalots, Beautiful Firetail, Robins and one Emu,
Overnight stay is desirable to appreciate Maria Island fully,

6) Port Arthur produced excellent birding, At Eaglehawk Neck we saw the Crescent
Honeyeater, Shy Albatross, Black-faced Shag and the Spotted Pardalote, In what we
considered one of the best caravan parks in Australia at Garden Point, Pt., Arthur, we
enjoyed excellent views of the Strong-billed Honeyeater, Dusky Robin, Dusky \lood-
swallow, Green Rosella, Yellow Wattlebird and Flame Robin, We woke to the twittering
of Eastern Spinebills and the call of the Yellow-throated Honeyeater, Unfortunately
the bad weather off the coast prevented a planned sea excursion.

7) The Superb Wrens, None of the thousands we saw all over the island was in full
plumage. The plumage was universally in eclipse apart from the blue tails of a sc <e
or so.

B) Early church on Easter morning produced the Swift Parrot, A birdwatcher from St,
Helens who had been involved in the recent Swift Parrot survey had predicted that we
might see them at Kingston and so we did. We chuckled over John Waugh's comment:
"Always plan to visit places the day before you get there to see this bird",

9) North Bruny Island found us searching for the Forty-#potted Pardalote, A lunch
stop produced Yellow-tailed Black-~cockatoo, Striated and Spotted and Forty-spotted
Pardalotes (careful observation is necessary as the female spotted can be confused witr
the Forty-spotted), Olive Whistler, Dusky Robin and other birds. The influx to this ~
vicinity could have been related to this area having the only good water as Bruny was
very dry, The next norning one klm, from the ferry we found another dam and watched
various birds take turns at watering, Black—-headed Honeyeaters (over 20 in 5 minutes)
and a flock of over 50 greenfinches wheeling and settling like golden canaries in the
morning sunlight. The Greenfinch here seemed to be more yellowish green than in
Victoria, South Bruny produced good views of flying and nesting Short-tailed Shear-
waters and advanced young.

10) In Mt, Field we had exeellent views of the male and female Pink Robin.,  Howeve
record crowds with screaming children made it almost impossible to get good sightings
of the scrubtit,

11) sisters' Beach and Trevor Waite's birdbath enticed the Crescent Honeyeater to
within a few feet,

12) stanley Sewerage Treatment Works had flocks of goldfinch and one Gold and one
Greenfinch fed together within feet of our campervan,

13) Asbestos National Park gave us the highest birdcount of any one day, (55) compared
to a daily average of 39, much lower than in a number of other parts of Australia,

The Flame Robins played around the van also Yellow-rumped and Brown Thornbills, White
-fronted Chats and Tasmanian Native Hgns, Wle saw also White's Thrush, Brush Bronze-
wing, Crescent and Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters, Brown Scrubwren and various waterbirds.
A flock of about 40 wood duck were observed, I have never stood beside a wombat
while birdwatching!?

14) Our best views od the Scrubtit were amang the manferns (Dicksonia Antarctica) at
Milkshakes Reserve, Apart from a friendly Blacik Currawong we were alone and birdless
until 3 p,m, when Thornbills, Scrubtits and a Golden Whistler appeared to delight us,

I suppose mention should be made of the large numbers of Masked Lapwing, I counted
over 40 in one field near Stanley, Our thanks fo to John and Pauline Waugh who gave us
helpful advice and lent us 2 Tasmanian birdbooks, Our search for the scrubtit was ex-
pedited once we realised John Vlaugh's Sharland had a much better illustration than our
own birdbooks, Trevor Waite's photographs confirmed this opinion,

Joy & Geoff Parker

Crmt
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LEWIN'S RAIL IN THE WOLLONGONG AREA AND A RECENT RECORD FROM _WOMBARRA.

) The Lewin's Rail (Rallus pectoralis), also known as the Water Rail, is
found in Indonesia, New Guniea and Australia, In Australia three subspecies are
recognised: pectoralis in eastern Australia, brachipus in Tasmania and €lelandi
in the south-west of Western Australia (Blekers et al. 1984),

The eastern Australian subspecies occurs from north Gueensland ro South
Australia (Blakers et. al, 1984), being most common in southern New South Wales
and Victoria, The Atlas of Australian Birds contains records of the Lewin's

'Rail in only 7% of the 1° blocks covering Australia, In New South Wales,
Morris et al, (198l) reports the species as uncommon, with most records from
the Hunter, Central Coast and Illawarra districts., Not surprisingly, perhaps,
is that this is where most of the bird observers in New South Wales live,

In the County of Camden, including the Illawarra District, Gibson (1977)
reported that the species is scarce, noting that the bird often falls prey to
domestic cats, This point was also noted in Blakers et al. (1981).

The Lewin's Rail inhabits low dense vegetation near wetlands, such as
saltmarsh, swamps and streams in forest areas, In these areas birds are
reported to feed on insects, molluscs, crustaceans and vegetable matter
(N.P.I.A.W, 1985) although little is apparently known.

On the 19th March, 1988, I was handed a specimen of a recently dead bird
to identify by Adrian and Lin Robinson of Wombarra, The specimen was a Lewin's
rail which had died that morning after being found wet and cold in a nearby
drain. The location is the northern side of Vlombarra between the railway line
and the main road (340 16 2545 1500 57¢ 20" E). The specimen will be given to
the Australian Nuseum, Sydney.

This is one of several records of the Lewin's Rail in the Wollongong area
in the last few years, These records are summarised in Table 1, Most records
have been in areas along the basz: of the escarpment, with one from the coastal
plain at Primbee. The foot of the escarpment contains many small creeks with
adjacent dense vegetation, To the north of the Wollongong area, the species has
been)recorded in Royal National Park in January, 1977 and August, 1978 (N.P.W.S.
1982).,

It appears that the species is perhaps more common in the Wollongong area _
than previously thought, The increased number of records in recent years may
also reflect the increased number of bird observers in the area,

Table 1,

summary of Recent Records of Lewin's rail in the Wollongong Area,

Location Date recorder Source

South Bulli, Corrimel 18/ 7/1986 1I. Rowles IBOC Newsletter No, 97 Sept. 86,

South Bulli, Corrimel 6/ 8/1986 I. Rowles IBOC Newsletter No., 97 Sept, 86,
(with three chicks)

Corrimal 1/11/2986 W. Emery IBOC Newsletter No, 99 Dec. 86.

Korrongulla, Primbee 2/ 8/1987 R, Imisides IBOC Newsletter No. 107 Sept. 87.

Wombarra 19/ 3/88 Ko Mills This note.

Contd.......-..--..



LEWIN'S RAIL GCONTD.

References:

Blakers., M., Davies, S. J. J. F., & Reilly, P, N, (1984] The Atlas of Australian
Birds. RAOU/Melbourne University Press, Melbourne,

Gibson, J. D. (1977) Birds of the county of Camden, Including the Illwarra
District., Aust. Birds, 1(3):41-80.

Morris, A. K., McGill, A. R. & Holmes, G. (1981) Handlist of Birds in New South
Wales, NSW Field Ornithologists Club, Sydney.

N.P.I.A.W. (1985) The Waterbirds of Australia. National Photographic Index of
Australian Wildlife/Angus & Robertson, Sydney.

N.P.W.S. (1982) Royal National Park - a Checklist of Birds. National Parks and
Wildlife Service, Audley.

Kevin Mills,

INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FEBRUARY - MARCH, 1388.

R. Black Bittern 1 Balgownise 18,3.88, W. & H, Emery

R. Brush Turkey 1 Balgownie 20.2.88 W. & H. Emery

A. Brush Turkey 1 Balgownie 19.3.88 W. & H. Emery

U. Sotty Oystercatcher 15 Coledale Beach 18,3.88 W. Emery

U. Green GCatbird 1 Woonona 22,2,88 K. Mills

U. Logrunner 1 Woonona 22, 2,88 Ke Mills

MC, Painted Button Quail 2 Meryla 24,2,88 K. Mills

R. Long-toed Stint 1 Comerong Island 25.1,.88 C. Chafer

8. White-headed Pigeon 1 Foxground 11.2.88 C. Chafer

R. Common Koel 1 Lake Heights 13.2.88 C. Chafer

U. Blackbird 2 Robertsaon 5.3.88 C. Chafer

U Black-winged Stilt 32 Warrawong 10.3.88 C. Chafer

R. Bar-shouldered Dove 3 Minnamurra Spit 30.1.88 C. Chafer
Variegated Wren 1l Corrimal 10.3.88 B, & P. MXKinlay
Rufous Fantail 1 Corrimal 13.3.88 B. & P. McKinlay

S. Spangled Drongo 2 Corrimal 8 & 13,3.88 B. & P. McKinlay

Immature Female Figbird 1 Corrimal 12.3.88 B. & P. MdKinlay
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FROM THE EDITOR. Judith Parkinscn reported seeinyg twice on the same day a
creamy white currawong with no black markings at all, on the very wet day of
Saturday, 9th April. 1t was on the ground looking for worms with a large group of
ardinary Pied Currawongs near the rainforest section in the Botanical Gardens,

Two hcours later she saw it again near the herbk garden, is was pouring with rain so
maybe its colour had washed out,

Dave Thomson has asked me to mention that two wardens are reguired for the
Berren Ground. - Bird Observatory as Richard and Pat Jordan will be leaving there
soon, Any enquiries should be directed to Dave Thomson or the Cbservatory, 350195,

People who come into regular contact with leeches should maks sure they are up
~0 date with Tetanus injections as leeches carry tetanus spore,

Mary Shaw.

ACTIVITIES ODFFIGER. We are seeking an Activities officer for next yesr as Chris
Chafer has advised that he will not ‘be continuing in the job after this year.

Outies of the Activities Officer are to co-ordinate the programme of outings
and camps for the year. Al though Chris made up the progremme, researched most of
the outings and camps, and lead most of the outings, 1 must stress that this is not
a necessary part of the job, Te meke the job easier and thus attract a candidate,
I look to clulk members to volunteer their services to nominate and lead an outing,
Just one per member, 1t might be a pepeat of an outing from past years or even a
new wall, Come on -~ let's have your ideas and support by November this year, so
that a programme can be organised by the February newsletter setting out venues,
leaders names and nominated months,

Jim Robinson,

NEXT MEETING. This will be held at the Falry Meadow Senior Citizens Centre,
corner aof Collaery Avenue and Princes Mighway, on Monday, 13th June, at 7.30 p.m,
Uur (Guest Speaker for the evening will be Or. Michsel Cannon who will he addressing
the meeting on the subject "Aviculture", Dr, Cannon is a Veterinary Surgeon
practising locally and professionally he has a special interest in wild 1ife, both
animals and birds. He is an aviculturist breedirg birds. Aviculture is another
side to the study of birds and members can look forward to an interesting evening
an this subject.
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NEXT FIELD OUTING, This will be to Beehive Point on the Kangarco River in the
Morton Natilonal Park, Qur meeting place will be outside Kangaroc Valley Pumping
and Power Station on Jack's Corner Road, HBendeela,

Ta reach this meeting place you appraoch the Hampton Bridge in Kangaroo Valley
from Berry on the eaestern side. Gross the bridge and take the first road on the
left heading for Bendeela, Follow this road to the pumping station where ws will
meet at B.30 a.m.

Allow no less than l% hours travelllng from Wollongong, You will require a
carry lunch and the necessaries for an appropriate amount of morning and aftaernoon
teas, The outing will be led by Laurie Williams and will ke through mixed
Eucalypt woodland with a heathy ' understorey and creek side vegetation

IBOQC FILM NIGHT = SATURDAY 4th JUNE. Cur next film night will be held at the
hame of Jim and Gwen Robinson, 16 Burling Avenue, Mount Dusley aon Saturday, 4th June.
Sessions will as usual be held at 6.00 and 8.00 p.m., with a break for a snack and a
cuppa., However, as the films allocated to us for this evening are more than our
usual 90 minutes showing you may need to plan a longer stay st our hasts to esnable
yau to see the full praogramme,

King of the Seabirds. 30 mins,

The albatrosses of Tordishima Island, Japan,
How the Kiwi lost its wings, 12 mins,

A Maori folikktale,

'Tangho' - Japaness Granss. 30 mins,

Of the several specises of cranes found in Japan, only the 'Tancha' or Japanese
Crane, whiech inhabits the swamps of Kushiroc in Hokkaido, stays all the year round.
This fllm shows this beautiful bird through the four seasons,

'Low Mynor' — Our Land. 48 mins,

Called Low Mynor by one tr'ibe of Tasmanian Aborigines, the island of Tasmania
retains large wilderness areas, These areas are home to unusuel and exotic species
af birds and animals including Tasmanian Qevils, the monotremes and $he kcokaburra,

STRONG'S RESERVE - MAY 0OUTING, The May outing was attended by 25 members meeting
at the Navy Jet Monument, Nowra, The weather was calm, with patchy light cloud in
the morning, building up a bit as the day progressed but remained fine,

Vle set out driving along the waste disposal roasd and turned right about 9 km
out leaving the cars about 1 km along a bush road leading to Strong's Reserve then
walking through a eucelypt forest with a ground cover of banksia, wattles and heath,
many of them in flower, Near the Shoalhaven River Casuvarinas grew among the
eucalypts, yWhen in sight of the river the track dropped away down to the river
flats where we walked along close to the sandstone cliffs which follow much of the
Shoalhaven River, The river flats form Strong's Reserve which is now set aside far
public recreation,

Up in the forest scme of the birds observed were the Yellow-faced Honeyeaters in
large numbers, also the White-eared, Yellow-tufted, White-plumed, Lewin's and thite-
naped Honeyeaters, Eastern Spinebill and Red Wattlebird making eight hongyeaters
sighted in the short forest walk.

We continued on in Strong's Reserve to Nowra Creelk which we crossed and walked
along Bens Walk to the Suspension Bridge which we crossed back to Strong's Heserve
and back to the cars, Tt was a delightful walk through beautiful bush and some
great scenery overlooking the river,

Some good sightings were the Yellow and Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Red-browed
Firetail, Origma and Rose Robin, For the day we observed a total of 40 species,

CONtdy v ncenveancass
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VIDEQ NIGHT AT THE HALES. The first of our Film Nights for the year was
held at the home of Orian and Carbara Hales on Saturday, 30th April, Thirtyfour
members braved the wet evening to view the videos "Hunters of the Skies™ shown
per courtesy of Fred Spiteri,

The videos showed each of the Australian Raptors hunting, nesting and rear-
ing their young. The audience was enthralled with the close-ups of the birds
taking their prey. There were spectacular shots of Wedge-tailed Eagles cepturing
rabbits, Osprey and wWhite-Hellied Sea Eagles taking fish from the water and
Spotted Harriers flushing and catching a quaii, The audience marvelled at the
nesting seguences and the waric involved in obtaining such close-Ups of the young
being fed,

iMembers really enjoyed the svening and many thanks to the Hiles and Fred
Spiteri for making the evening such a success.

Jim Robinson,
ANZAGC YEEKEND CAMP. Arpund 120 people from seven N.5.%W, and A,C.T. bird watch-

ing clubs attended the Anzac weelkend camp at Backyamma S5tate Forest near Forbhes,
The camp was an immense success and it is hoped to meke this an annual event,

The faorest floor, responding to the recent railn, was a carpet of short green
grass, providing us with a perfect camping area an the site of the former Forestry
Depot, The immediate surrounds were dominated with VWhite Cypress Pine inter—
spersed with Grey Box, White Box and Stringy Barks, Birdlife was prolific
around the camp with Kerry and myself recording over 60 specles within a radius of
ahout 3 km of the camp site. Highlights included Red-cappsd and Hooded Raobinsg,
Speckled warbler, Turquoise Parrct, Blue Bornet, Spiney-cheeked, Striped, Black-
chinned, DBrown-~headed and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Varied Sittella, Brown Tree-
creeper, Black-eared Guckoo, LEastern Shrike-tit, CGrey-crowned and Vlhite-browed
Babblers, Inland and Chestnut-rumped Thornbills and perhkaps the greatest attraction
of all, an Owlet Nightjar whigh roosted in a €tree hollow right in the middle of the
camp area and was aobserved hy nearly everyone,

Drives throughout the forest were organissd each day to a number of hot spots.
Une such spot we were taeken to by Junee member, hMarj Gochrane, produced stunning
views of a male Gilbert's Whistler, Marj was armed with a tape recording of the
bird's call and was able to keep it around long enough for evervone to have one of
the best views 1 have had of this species,

In another spot we were treated to a large area of flowering Ironbarks,
Honeyeaters were prolific here and we added Fuscous Honeyeater to the list as well
as Little Lorikeet, Silvereye, Aed Wattlebird, and Noisy and {ittle Friarbirds,

At @ secluded dam site we watched a number of species come down for a drink
while Perzgrine Falcon flew overhead,

On the Sunday, Dick Turner took a convoy of cars on a 100 km rcund {rip to
Bogan Gate and a number of smaller 8tate Forests which supplied a veriety of
habitats. This trip produced around 80 species for the day with highlights includ-
ing Mallee Ringneclk, Ground Guckoo-Shrike, Little Eagle, Splendid and White-winped
Fairy urens, Cockatiel, White-backed Swallow, Mistletoebird and White-rumped Miner,

Parlkes Sewerage Vlorks was alsao visited by a number of people and pravided a
good variety of waterbirds and waders including Pink-eared Ducl, Australian
Shoveller, Black-tailed Godwit, over 100 Black~fronted Plover, a Double-banded
FPlover, Red-kneed LDottersl; and a roost of several hundred Little Red Fruit Bats,

Forbes provided BGum Swamp and we found Blue-billed Duck, Marsh Harrier, a nest-
ing pair of Pacific Hercn, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Little Grassbird, Plumed
Whistling~Duck and Plum-headed Finch, '

Spotlighting was organised each night and most peaple who went enjoyed views
of Boobooks, Uwlet Nightjar, Tawny Frogmouth and Sugar Gliders. The weather
throughout the weeksnd was warm and sunny and a total of 130 species was observed.

Chris Chafer.

Bontd.lll..lll.lIIlllIlllll
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MAY MEETING REPORT. Hugh Whitmore gave a very informative and entertaining talk
on the finer mechanics of what makes a bird fly, His talk was illustrated with
slides npourtesy of Ron Imisides and transparencies made up by Hugh on the flight
patterns of various birds, The explanation Tor the varilous shapes was interesting
such as the long, narrow wing spans for the birds of long flight compared to the
broad wings for the soaring birds such as the raptors. Although his talk was fairly
technical Hugh did not lose his audience, Rop Simcock gave a vote of thanks from
club members at the end of the talk.

Jim Robinson,

C.P.A. O0OR CARDID-PULMONARY RESUSCITATION,

On 16th tay about 40 members were present at & talk and demonstraticn of
resuscitation given by Mr,., Graham Tuckerman, Everyone had ample opportunity to
practice the tschnigues which had been explainesd very clearly by Greham, I have
decided that I'1l elther walk with the Hales because Barbara asppears to be excellent
value or with Margaret Parkinson as she must have had 20 turns on all of the dummies,
We were wondering if she was becoming addicted to the alcohol used to swab the mouth,
Just to refresh everyones memory and to enlighten those who didn't come, here are the
main pointers.

First you will need a victim,
Assess - check level of consciousness - pinch ears or fingers — hard,

Gheck breathing - put vour cheek to nose to feel and observe chest, Call for help._~

Note time - esven writing it in the dirt - very necessary far when ambulance arrives
and takes over.

Preparation ~ place patient supine (medical term for lying flat on back) - clear
girway - turn head on side and put fingers inside mouth to excavate any matter - put
teeth in place - do not remove unless they are broken or you can't get them in place -
safely open airway,

Expired Air Resuscitation - close off nose or mouth (if 2outh is injured you will need
to close off mouth and use nose)] - tilt heed back - make secure seal around victims
mouth or nose with your own mouth — inflate persons lungs with a volume of at least
800 ml - provide 2 inflations in 10 seconds -~ ocbserve rise and fall of chest wall,
External Cardiac Massage.

Feel for the caratid pulse (side of neck) if present ccitinue above(EAR) at rate of
15 breaths/min., If absent — apply ball of hand to the sternum, It is important
that you apply the pressure to the correct place - so fezl for the top where the
collar bones meet at 8 V ~ feel for the bottom of the sternum where the ribs start -
measure half way and apply pressure to the lower half with a rocking moticn ~ apply
pressure to depress sternum 5 -« G cm (1d 2 inchea] repeat once per second to achieve
compression rate 80/min. 15 compressions then 2 inflations. This should continue
until help arrives - it may be necessary for someone to relieve the operation,
Evaluation,

Check for effectiveness of cardiac compressions at caerotid pulse after 3 minutes.
Checlk resuscitation - once spontanecus breathing occurs stop resuscitation - place
patient on the side. Continue to observe asirway, breathing and ciroulation,

Mary Shaw,
MEMBERSHIP LIST. We welcome the following new members:
DOWN, Mrs, Ruth, Phone 96 1515, 293 Reddall Parade, Mt, Warrigal, 25286,

GORDON, Peter and wife Dronwyn Evans, Phone 293469, 15 Georgina Avenue, Keiraville,
2500,

GRAHAM, Peter & Mrs, Isabel, Phone 717193 -~ 14 Govett Crescent, Figtree, 2525,

MIOWEEK DBUTING, This outing will be held Vlednesday, 1st June, to the Bellambi
area, meeting at the parking area for the boat ramp at Bellembi Peint et 8,30 a.m,
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(LLAWARRA THE CIRCULAR OF THE ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB
BIRD

OBSERVERS Registered by Aust. Post Publication No NBH 3848
CLus POSTAL ADDRESS P.D. BOX 56 FAIRY MEADOW NSW 2519,
' Printed by Courtesy of BHP Illawarra Collieries,

CLUB MOTTO " PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER

"One Good Tern Jim Robinson ARobyn Wilson g Ron Almond

Deserves Another" 16 Burling Avenue 4/18 smith Street 2 Shoobert Cresc,
MT. OUSLEY NGW 2519 WOLLONGONG NSW 2500 KEIRAVILLE NSW 2500
29-4213 29-1184 29-8612

CLUB'sS AIM: To join together people with a common interest who wish to furthe:r

their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around. them,

ANNUAL: SUBSCRIPTIONS are due on lst January each year, FAMILY $10 SINGLE $:7
~— STUDENT $2

Next Mesting - Will be held at the Falry Meadow Senior Citizens Centre, corner of
Collaery Avenue and Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow, on Monday, 1lth July, at 7.30 pm.
The 1988 programme lists the Guest Speaker as Dick Turner - "Birds in State Forests".

Due to the fact that a large number of the membership is away at Cape York and

_chk has to travel a long distance to address the meeting, the committee felt it

would not be fair to ask him to come such a long way to address a reduced audience.

The evening programme will consist of an Audio Visual display presented by Sigi

Freund titled "In The Shadow Of The Didgeridoo". It covers 5igi and Lilo's trip to
Kaekadu National Park and Central Australia. Club member Sigl is also a member of
the Illawarra GCamera Club and an experienced photographer and I'm sure he will
prasent a high quality insight into this fascinating part of our country. The dis+-
play lasts around 30 minutes., The remainder of the evening will consist of an
Australia wide selection of slides from the B.0.C. slide library. It should give
members a chance to view slides of some species they rarely if ever see, The
slides will be presented by Wal Emery.

Next Field Quting - Will be on Sunday, 17th July to Wt., Keira, We will meet in the
carpark at the Mt. Keira Summit Lookout at 3.00 am, The walk will:proceed via the
Dave Walsh track to the Mt., Keira Ring TracK where we will turn right and proceed in
a clockwise dirsction around Mt. Keira, It covers a distance of about 7 km passing
through rein forest and eucalypt forest. The grades are generally level to easy.
By walking clockwise we will descend rather than ascend the few steeper areas.

Bring a carry lunch,

July Film Night - Will be held at the home of Hazel and Wial Emery at 63 Dymock Streef

Balgownie on Saturday the 2nd July. Again we will have the usual two sessions

;" commencing at 6.00 and 8.00 pm, All members are welcome, Bring a plate for supper

and partake in a pleasant, social evening.

The June film night was successfully hosted by Jim and Gwen Robinson, Thank
you Jim and Gwen for your hospitality.

 July Film Night Programme

St., Kilda - The Lonely Islands 25 minutes
Shows the unique bird and animal 1ife of the 5t. Kilda Islands, which lie 110
miles west off the Scottish mainland.

Night Flight. 15 minutes
A study of the sugar glider.

Corsmt 4
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Film Programme Contd,

A Voice for the \lilderness. 58 minutes.
A film about all rainforests and remaining wilderness areas, focusing on the
untouched forests of the Hastings River on the East coast of Australia.

July Mid-Week Outing - July 6th to Blackbutt Reserve, Shellharbour. Meet at the
picnic area off Shellharbour Road at 8,30 am. For further information ring Mary
Eskdale 25-1650, Horace Ward 84-3473 or Esme Gay 29-3463.

+ttd++0 B I T U A B Yibddt++

It is with deep regret that we advise members of the death of May Westmore,
May passed away a few weeks ago. Although a member for several years, May
did not attend a lot of meetings due to the fact that she lived in
Gerringong. She did however maintain a keen interest in the club through
the newsletter. Qur deepest sympathies are extended to May's family.

e

June Meeting Report - At the June meeting we were fortunate to have as our guest
speaker, a local veterinary surgeon, 0Or. Michael Cannon, The subject of 1is talk
for the evening was Aviculture. We were thoroughly entertained and inforied by
the slides shown of some of his friends attempts at reproducing a rainfore..t en-
vironment and instelling a variety of birds that live in the same circumsti nces
all within their own back yards, a truly great effort.

Mike also made it clear that certain birds can be guite happy in cages provid-
ing that they ere given similar area to that in which they usually live, “rom his
talk I feel that aviculturists play an important part in preserving our endingered
species. Their efforts have retained various birds which could, by now, b:
extinct. Mike is obviously a very knowledgable and caring person who has an
empathy with the birds and animals he discussed. I hope, in the future, ta invite
him back to our club to speak of his work as a vet as I am sure we would find this

as interesting as his last talk. Brian Hgles.

June Quting Report - Twenty one members met at the Bendeela Power Gtation, Kangaroo
Valley, on a glorious still morning, They ther proceeded on to the start cf the
Beehive Point 4.,W.D. track in the Morton National Park, Here we abandoned the
vehicles and commenced the 5.5 km walk to the pcint,under the leadership of _aurie
Williams,

The lovely Yellow-tufted Honeyeater was present at the start of the walk and
stayed with us throughout the day. Like so many of our common birds we tend to dir
miss them at times and fail to appreciate their true beauty as we tramp miles in
search of the rarer, more elusive, species.

The habitat consisted of steep mainly eucalypt covered ridges with the Jetter
gully slopes dominated by Turpentine, Several small creeks crossed the tra:sk,
Tree Ferns and ground ferns lined these creeks end it was at one of these craeks
that we Tirst heard the call of the Pilotbird,

With Laurie as leader it was a foregone conclusion that it would not be long
before we had a morning tea stop. An appropriate log was found and it was r.oted
that although Nola was not present Laurie's pack was as full as ever, It was at
this point that Ian Rowles drew our attention to the calls of the Pilotbird in the
distance. Further along the track we were to have good sightings of this species
feeding in the open, with its tail cocked in characteristic fashion.

A pair of Gang Gang Cockatoos alerted us 1o their presence as they called from

—

a tall eucalypt. As we traversed along a ridge a flock of bLirown-headed Honeyoeaters

caught our attention as they gleaned through a clump of eucalypts in search cf
insects. At this point the eucalypts thinned giving way to an understorey cf
Banksia Spinulosa and Lambertia Formosa, common species in this type of poor sandy
soil, Several species of honeyeaters were feeding here, including \ithite-nap:zd,
Yellow-Taced, Vihite-eared and Eastern Spinebill. As we approached Beehive Paint
Eastern Yellow Robins became quite common whilst an Origma fed on the track, allow-
ing us to approach to a point where we were able to view it without the aid o7
binoculars,
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June Oyting Report Contd.

What a iovely guiet little bird, but what a terrible name. I'm afraid it will
always by a Rock \larbler to me.

Laurie did us proud as we perched for lunch on a lovely sandstone cutcrop over—
looking Lake Yarrunga. Surprisingly there were no waterfowl on this large body of
water, We spent 1z hours at this spot but the only new species recorded was the
Azure Kingfisher sighted by Brian Hales, although most of the friends we had met
along the track were present, including the Rock Warbler, oop's I mean Origma!

On the return trip a flock of Red Wattlebirds were sighted by Len Klumpes and
the Superb Lyrebird was heard calling several times at close range. Good
reputations are hard to come by and Laurie had no intention of damaging his as he
called an afternoon tea stop on the same log on which we had morning tea. Hazel
Emery spotted what our nest experts said was a Striated Thornbill's nest during
this stop and we wondered why twenty one birdo's hadn't found it on the morning stop.
Too interested in the contents of their haversacks perhaps?

A total of 39 species were recorded for the day. Not a large number but fairly
typical for this type of habitat at this time of the year. Thanks to Laurie for
leading the excursion and to all those who attended to make it a very pleasant outing
on a beautiful Winter's day.

Wal Emery.

§ ger Gull Project.

The N.S5.W. National Parks and Wildlife Service is seeking interested persons to
assist with our Silver Gull monitoring programme in the Newcastle-Sydney-Yollongong
region. The focus of the project is to gather information on the bioclogy and
gcology of the Silver Gull, which can be used to make rational decisions on the
management of populations. The management strategy will aim at alleviating
problems that gulls pose to:
_ % human health, such as the risks caused by the species fecding on refuse tips
and then flying to reservoirs that provide drinking water, where they can pollute
the water with dangerous micro-organisms;

» aircraft movements, when they either hit aircraft or asre sucked into engines,
causing crashes and loss of human life;

* rare fauna,

There are three areas in which help is required:

1. WMonitoring of breeding Silver Gulls at the Five Islands. This will reqguire
that you accompany us on one or several of our regular visits to these islands.

2, Counting of gulls at specific times of the year between August 1968 and February
1o, These will include pre-breeding (first weekend in August), breeding (first
weekend in Uctober), post-fledging dispersal (first weekend in February) and pre-
winter (first weekend in April] counts, We hope to enlist as much help as possible
so that we can cover a wide area and make our population estimates reasonably
accurate, If you would like to make more counts than at the above times, then we
would appreciate the data,

3. Reporting of sightings of colour-marked birds, Marking has been carried ocut
using wing tags and coloured leg-bands.

If you would like more information on the project or you can help at any time,
please contact Geoffrey Smith or Phillip Straw (Phone 02-237 6695]. Data should be
recorded on data sheets which we can supply on request.

Please mention our programme to friends who may be interested in assisting.

David Sheppard
Manager Natural Resources Miynagement Division
for Director.

Contd...-...-...-....



Behaviour of Piled Currawangs.

It is well known that Pied Currawongs capture and devour nestlings of other
species, This activity is often seen as repugnant to Australians but another poink
of view has recently been expressed by Eleanor Brown, PhU, a visiting researcher from
overseas, In the Sydney Morning Herald on 12th December, 1987, she wrote as follows

"I have been doing research on the behaviour of pied currawongs since June of
this year. Currawongs are indeed versatile opportunistic gerneralists in their feed
ing habits, and take occasional nestlings of other species in addition to seeds,
berries and other vegetable matter, insects, small mammels, table scraps, etc.
However, there is no scientific evidence whatsoever, to my knowledge, to support the
contention that their depredations have resulted in the decline of small songhbirds.
Further, any study designed to address such an issue would have to take into account
several factors, namely, (1) wholesale destruction of natural habitat; (2) predilect-
ion for planting gardens of &nglish flowers (e.g. roses], which provide no nectar
food, rather than Australian native plants; (3) widespread use of pesticides, which
kill birds that eat poisoned insects; and (48 introduction of cats and other non-
native predators,

A more likely explanation for the alleged increase in numbers of currawongs, and
concomitant decrease in numbers of small songbirds, is that the currawong can adapt
successfully to changes induced by humans, whereas many other birds may not be able
to. Instead of execrating the currawong, we shauld rejoice that at least one
Australian native can survive and prosper in our urban environment,

It is fundamental in science that the mere simul taneous occurrance of two
events does not prove cause and effect, I suggest that this guiding principle be
kept firmly in mind by anyone considering the implications of the supposed rise of
the currawong and decline of other birds."

On 22nd February, 1987 I saw a Pied Gurrawong take one of three nine-day-old
Red-whiskered Bulbul chicks from a nest in my garden. The history of this nest was
well known since initial establishment, =~ Un 27th February another chick fledged
successfully., Inspection of the nest on the following day revealed that the third
nestling had died in it about four or five days before; cause unknown,

It is interesting to note that the predatory Gurrawong did not return to take
other nestlings after the first plunder. Maybe Pied Currawongs have short

memories, L
Kevin Wood,

Currawongs Versus Bulbuls — Third Time Lucky.

During the summer of 1986 a pair of Red-whiskered Bulbuls nested in an orna-
mental Plum tree in our garden. They hatched a brood and commenced feeding. I
noticed a lone Pied Currawong hanging around the general area, After w few days
the Red-whiskered Bulbuls abandoned the nest. With the aid of a ladder I checked ™
the nest only to find it empty. I assumed the Pied Currawong had taken the young.
Because the nest was above eye level I had not bothered to check the number of young
in the nest,

It wasn't long before the Red-whiskered Bulbuls built a new nest and hatched a
brood of four, this time in an exotic Liguidamber tree. A lone Pied Currawong was
again soon eying off the nestlings. I walked out the door soon after just in time
to hear the Red-whiskered Bulbuls becoming agitated and to see the Pied Currawong
taking a nestling. That was the only one 1 actually saw taken but the number re-
duced by one each day till there were none left, I think it is fair to assume that
the Pied Currawong took the remaining chicks. Apparently this Pied Gurrawong had
quite a long memory,

Undaunted, the Red-whiskered Bulbuls crossed the creek and built a third nest
under several layers of Tree Fern fronds, This time they hatched and fledged
another brood of four, Maybe the Pied Gurrawong didn't find this nest or maybe it
just decided on a change of diet.

Vial Emery.

Contdlllluil'.o.l.
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many birds should be killed by motor
cars. Their eyesight is excellent, and
their coordination and reaction times are
equally impressive. Thus, a small bird can
fly through a hedge or even through a piece
of chicken wire at 5 to 10 metres per
second. Yet birds seem unable to recognise
the approach of a perfectly enormous
object moving in a straight line at a con-
stant velocity only a few times their own.
The reason may lie in the way in which
birds on the wing judge distances. This
must differ significantly from our own way
of gauging distance. At moderate distances,
up to 30 metres or so, our best source of
O

information is stereopsis, or the ability to
obtain a three-dimensional image by com-
paring the slightly different images pro-
vided by our two eyes. In good conditions,
' ay be able to use this capacity up to
iderably larger distances, though with
poor discrimination. Because our eyes are
well separated, and have a common field of
view of over 100°, the method is extremely
etfective.
Most small birds, on the other hand,
have their eyes well to the sides of their
heads, looking outwards. This is good in

IT HAS always surprised me that so

~5—

In suitable circumstances, we ourselves
can use parallax to obtain a subjective
appearance of depth. When flying as a
passenger in an aeroplane among or over
cumulus clouds. these stand out clearly in
three dimensions at distances for which
binocular stereopsis could not possibly be
responsible. Confirmation of this can be
obtained by shutting one eye, when the
three-dimensional appearance remains
unchanged. The same effect can be
observed from a car,

The next point to consider is that a bird’s
brain is small, so that it cannot afford to
attend to too many things at once. Ouly if
a signal of major importance is received
from a distant object will that object be
attended to. Such signals, recognition of
which must be built into the bird’s brain,
could include the distinguishing features of
a potential mate, the characteristic shape of
a hawk, or, of course, any moving object
big enough and near enough to be
potentially dangerous. To distinguish this
last, the image of the object on the bird’s
retina must be moving with respect to the
images surrounding it, all of which, of
course, are moving when the bird is flying.
If an image on the retina is not moving at
all when the bird is flying in a straight line,
it would seem to be of some distant object
and hence not an immediate threat. This
simple rule would enable the bird to neglect
clouds, distant mountains or distant trees.

that it gives nearly all-round
vision tor the detection of
enemies, but it means that the
range of common vision of the
7 two eves may be only a few
- degrees. For each eye, then,

this common vision s

pengpheral; when a bird oy

wishes to see something Mg

really clearly it tumns its hegad a3
sideways to study the object in
the central field of a single eye.

All of this means that the

binocular stereoscopic vision

of such birds must be inferior
:r own. When one watches

e skilful, split-second ma-

noeuvres of small hedgerow

birds, however. it is difficult to
. believe that there is anything
" wrong with their perception of
depth.

The paradox is resolved by
supposing that, in flight, birds
judge distance on the basis of
parallax rather than inter-

Enc Hosking

/

On course for disaster?
The way birds judge
distance may give them a
false sense of security. In
certain situations. a
collision is inevitable

Why do birds

‘;;Q'lrli_de with__c_grs?

John Fremlin takes a bird’s-eye view

John Fremlin is emeritus professor of applied radio-
activity at the University of 8irmingham.

Distance nort

The misleading constant-
bearing clue is. of course. in
direct conflict with the clue
presented by the increasing
size of the retinal image ol the
whole c¢ar. The bird’s final
desperate attempt to dodge the
car could well represent a
belated change of response
from a clue significant at large
distances to one more com-
pelling at short distances.

A human being, in the bird’s
position, but with binocular
stereoscopic  vision, would
not make the bird's mistake
of assigning the car to the
distant landscape. There are
occasions, however, when a
motorist may not use his
binocular vision. and | believe
: that one rather common type
» | of road accident may arise in

Distrance egst

exactly the same way as [ have
described for birds.
When one comes up the

ocular difference. (Parallax is
the name of'the familiar phenomenon that,
as we move forward, very distant objects to
one side of our direction of movement
appear to fall behind stowly, while nearer
objects appear to fall behind rapidly.) We
know nothing about a bird’s subjective
view of the world, but the information
available from parallax would certainly
allow 1t to butld up a picture in depth.
Indeed, if the bird is moving fast, the use of
parallax will be better for this purpose than
binocular vision, except for the region
straight ahead. Even a small bird will fly 50
centumetres or more in a tenth of a second.
In that time, the change in the appearance
of the world to one side will be as great as
! that seen by a pair of eyes 50 centimetres or
| more apart.

Unfortunately, there is a loophole. Every
sailor knows that. if you are travelling in a
straight line. another ship whose course
crosses your own and which is observed to
maintain a constant bearing with respect to
oneself is necessarily on a collision course.
Similarly, if a bird is flying on a diagonal
collision course with a car, which it can
then see with only one eye. then the image
of the car on the bird’s retina will not move
with respect to that of the distant
background (see diagram). Thus, the bird
will not register the car as significant until it
is very close to it. If the car and bird are not
on a collision course, then the image of the
car on the bird’s retina will move and the
alarm will be triggered in good time, though
quite unnecessarily.

stem of a Brtish T-junction,
with the intention of turning right on to a
major road. it is natural to start one’s turn
before coming to rest. Looking left, then,
one may well be using only the left eye in a
quick scan, before looking right with both
eves for the more immediate danger of
vehicles in the lane that has to be crossed.
Then, if one has not stopped. the image of
a fast car coming up from the left shows no
parallax and may not be registered as a
moving object. Most drivers will have
experienced the shock, as thev accelerate
out into the turn, of finding a car suddenly
appearing as if by magic on their near
side. The solution. of course, is simple:
when you come to a junction and the
road sign says stop, it is best to act
accordingly. ]

CDntd.----....-.-.-
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Carnaervon Gorge.

Anyone who has banged and bashed their way into Carnarvon Gorge over
corrugations and creekbed washouts in the past, or has been stuck there after as
little as 5 mm of rain, will be pleased to read the following article published in
the Binna Burra Lodge April newsletter,

"The road network servicing Garnarvon Gorge Uasis Lodge is steadily being
bought right up to scratch, Over the past twelve months there has been $1.5
million spent on the main Injune ~ Rolleston Road wherein about 12 km in the
Molayembar Range area has been completely rebuilt, cutting out all of the worst
part of the dirt road. They even moved a whole creek to do it! Further to this,
the Wueensland Nationael Parks and Wildlife Service has given.-the Council about $3
million for road upgrading and this has led to the building of an all-weather section .
of the road into the Gorge for the last 14 km from a new Garnarvon Creek causeway e
plus an almost totally new link road - all weather again -~ from \lyseby to Rewan, o
This is the shortcut when coming from the south, It now means that it really tekes
flood rains before the roads become impassable = and this is rare."

Nola Williams,

Mambership List Changes of address.

O*Rourke, R. ©/o 9, Greenwell Point Road, Nowra, 2451, —

Parker, G. & J. 58, Greta Street, Gerringong, 2534, Ph, 042 341654

New Member
Mrs, Marg Jarrett. 2525, Ph.

20 Cypress Avenue, Figtree, 284670,

Interesting Sightings, April, May, June, 1988, -

U Australasian Shoveler 2 (male) Killalea Lagoon 1/4/88 G. Barwell '~
MG Double-banded Plover 1 Shellharbour Swamp 16/4/88 "

U Crescent Honeyeater 1 Fitzroy Falls 24/4/88 "

U Spotted Quail-thrush 2 (male) Robertson Area 24/4/88 "

U Sooty Uystercatcher 5 Bass Point 11/6/88 "

R  Bar-shouldered Dove 2 Bass Point 13/6/88 "

R  Hooded Plover 1 Windang Beach 9/4/88 GC. Brandis ™

U  Kelp Gull (imm,) 2 Dunmore 3/5/88 K. Mills

8 Eastern Bristlebird 1 Barren Grounds 15/5/88 "

U  Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 25 Balgownie 20/5/88 "

R  Australian Brush Turkey 1 Balgownie 20/6/88 . H, Emery

5 Rose Robin 1 Balgownie 5/6/88 " .
U Collared Sparrowhawk 1 Balgownie 19/6/88 " .
R Great-crested Grebe 15 Fitzroy Reservoir 28/5/88 "
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Next Meeting - \ill be held‘at the Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens Centre, corner of

Collaery Avenue and Princes IHighway, Fairy Meadow, on Wonday, Gth August at 7,30 p.m,
Jur guest speaker for the svening will be lir, Rob Uhelan who will address the
meeting on the topic of "Pollination". Rob is an Lcolonist who lLectures at the
Wollongong University, Members can be assured of an intercsting owvening on the
pollination of Flora and the part birds play in this.

Next Field Quting - ¥ill be to Korrongulla Swamp on Saturday, 13th August, From
there we will walk to Windang so some cars wlll be taken and left there to provide
a ferry service at the end of the day, The leader for the day will be Ron
Imisides. bring a carry lunch and meet at 9 am at Korrongulla Swamp which is
situated in Nicol Street, Primbee.

‘WMidweek Dutings ~ Wednesday, August 3rd, 0'Briens Road, Figtree. Meet at the
Park, cerner Princes Highway and 0'Briens Road at 8.30 a,m. Wednesday, September
7th, Bass Point. Heet inside entrance at gates at 8.3C a.m.

From the Egitor - August sees I.B8,0.C, office bearers back again to continue with
their duties, Those who went on the Cape York trip are enriched by the adventure &
bird sightings that we shared., For me the most exciting sightings were the

Lclectus Parrot, Cassowary and the rifle birds. T don't think T could have chosen

a better group of people to be away with, I enjoyed their company and the laughs

we had together as much as the birding, More next month about the trip. I would

like to thank Wal Emery for putting the July newsletter out and of course Barbara for
typing it.

Mary Shaw,

Next Film Night - ¥ill be held at the home of Norma and Non Almond, 2, Shaoobert
Crescent, Keiraville, on Saturday, 30th July. There wili be two showings, at
5 p.n, and 8 p.m, and there igftruth in the rumgur that the liales had any part
in choosing .the titles.

Oring a plate and enjoy a pleasant social evening,

-1- CeNEU, ssaoreaas



Film Night Programme,

A viorld Within Itself, col. 3B mins,

Looks at 1life in an English wood.

Chalk Grassland. cnl, 15 mins,

Locks at 1life in the English countryside,

Look Again At Garden Birds. col, 25 mins,

Looks at 1ife in an English garden,

The Swimming Pool, col. & mins.

Looks at 1ife hefore and after, Was it really worth it?

July Meeting Report,

Owing to the scheduled absence of several members from the meeting the
programme was altered and two of our club members were guest speakers for the
night, This will allow a much larger audience to appreciate UDick Turner's
lecture at a later date.

5igli Freund spoke to us first and showed his excellent audio visual, "In the
Shadow of the Didgeridoo", of a trip he and Lilo made to the Northern Territory i
September/Uctober last year, The photography was excellent, showing some of the
beautiful rugged scenery that is only found argund the Top End and in Lentral
Australia, Kakadu National Park, Kathggpigdiorge, the Devil's Marbles, Alice
Springs, Ayers Rock and the 0lgas were all seen and brought back happy memories %o
those who had visited these areas and must surely have what the sppetite for any-
ong who hasn't been there.

Sigi and iLilo were very fortunate to see and photograph many lovely wildflowers

in their travels and were alsc able to record some of the wildlife an film, The
close slide of a crocodile brought many exclamations from the audience but Sigi
assured us he was quite safe when taking this shot, It was lovely to see the

Jabiru, Pied Hercn and Fork-tailed Kite which are birds significant of the area,
The music and accompanying commentary added to the performance and we all hope we
will be priviledged to see this audio visual again some time and share 1t with
those who were away.

Our second speaker was Yal Emery who showed us some 90 bird slides he had
borrowed from the Melbourne 3.0.0, film library, These were mainly birds that
live out of our area and possibly some of us will never have the opportunity to seuo,
They included the rails and crakes, owls, frogmauths, nightjars, kingfishers,
pittas, robins and finches and it gave us an excellent opportunity for comparison,
Once more it gave some members the chance to recall trips away and the exciting
experience of seeing some of  these birds for the first time and Wal related
several incidents of his own first sightings.

A very interesting night was had by all and Dave Thonznn passed the vobtoe o

thanks P
° Nola Williams,

July Fleld Duting.

Twenty Tour I,B.0.C.°'s met at the Mt., Keira Lookout on & crisp Sunday morning
for the July field outing around the 8ing Track including -a detour through the
Scaut GCamp,

A palr of Gang Gangs bid us good morning and a big A for efFort must go to
Gwen who arrived home from holidays at 10,30 on Saturday night and turned up full
of beans for the outing,

" .- COI-’I:t-d..A.‘-no-.-....
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The walk arcound the loakout track afforded spectacular views of the cooslline but

very little in the way of birdlife. Ve then descended the neve Jolsh Trock and
walked into the Geoout Camp where a morning cuppa was taken in o sunny oren moar
the lodge,

Hunger pangs satlsfiled, we then set off on the rnext zsselion, o owrnile Lhiraood
magnificent rainforest ares along the outdoor Chapsl trachk, This is truly u
beautiful area - the large moss and fern covered boulders =nowing their bast face
after the recent freshening rain.

Huge Tig trees towered above us whilst various other rainforest cianbs plays
host to countless birdsnest ferns, Assorted climbers snalted thelr way ever up-
wards through the gloom te the sunlight. No amount of money on =arth could ever
campensate for the loss of these beautiful areas. How good I felt inside knowing
that this little natural wonderland at least, is safe from ihe chain saws, Some

of the birds encountered at the SGcout Camp included Green Gatbird, Brown Cuckoo
Dove, Superb Lyrebird, Large~billed Scrubwrens and Golden ¥Whistler,

Baclk on the Ring Track at 11,30 a,m, we set off on the LON~---G 7 km walk
around the mountailn, Along under the power lines and down into a stand of
turpentine, At this point, the deputy leader succombed to pressure from the ever
hungry horde and called a lunch stop an hourfs walk short of the designated spot,
Not much chance of her becoming a leadsr! 1t was hawever & pleasant spet and
tihite~throated Treecreepers, ‘lhite-naped Honeyeaters, Grey Fantaill, tlonga Pigeon
_.nd assorted thornbills were recorded during the break, ATter climbing out of
the gully we traversed arcund under the cliff face. This section of track is
being regenerated with rainforest trees by the State Recreation people and in
years to come should be an attrective area with its good views out over the
Ahododendran Park to the north east.

With heavy cloud developing above us we descended into the rainforest, A
Shining Bronze Cuckoo was an unusual winter record in this aresa, The next
pbstacle on the course was a long boggy section of track and it was interesting to
stand back and study the antics of the T1.8.0.0., Logrunners as one by one they
tiptoed along a 100 mm loyg, not always successfully, un through the rainforest
and across WMr. Keira Road.we reached the BDyarong Park Track juncticn, At this
point the group split intu two some opting for the short downhill walk to the park,
while the remainder set off For the cars at the summit, Half a kilometre from
the finishing point an amazing supply of reserve crnergy was discoversd as the ‘tlouds
above began to leak and we covered this final stretch in recerd time, arriving back
at the cars at 3 p.m. N low count of 33 species was recorded but pleasant
company and some interesting habitat wmade it an enjoyable day. Thanks to all

those who took part in the outing, val Emery

Dotober Camps,

Family camp -~ cammences on 30th Jeptember and will be at Yinpello,

Friday 14th to Sunday 23rd Uctober camp will be at Guonoo State Forest, Ve

camped in this forest on the last night of cur Cape York trip and I can recommend
it as an attractive setting with many bird species to aobserve, iMfore details along
with maps will be in the next newsletter.

Source, New Science, taken from the Sydney MNgrning Herald,

Frontiers, Mew Findings that affect us all.

From a hole in the head to a babble-beating hearing aid, A tiny Australian
bird with a hole in its hesad has inspired a new device that could improve the
social lives of many thousands of pecple with hearing defects.,

The aptly named Aviphone is a new hearing aid developed to prototype stage
stage at the University of (ueensland. It exploite the special hearing system
used by the Plains landerer, a bird which lives in open country where sounds don't
carry very far over the ground unless they nave very low freguencies and hence
very long wavelengths.

CONtde vrvenane



Frontiers contd.

The Plains Wanderer has baffled physicists by being able to figure out the
direction of sound waves (the mating calls of other Plains ‘anderers Tor
instance) as much as 100 times larger than iis one centimetre-wide head,

A conventional antenna of that size could not perform Lhe same feafl but the
bird manages it with en accoustic trick,. A hole through the middle of its head
connects its sars, effectively producing a pattern of vibrations eguivalent to
that produced by a much bigger head aor antenna,

This system has advantages over those hearing aids which amplify all sounds
rather than those of special interest and others which cannot seperate a number
of simultaneous human voices, The Aviphone, worn on both ears, should enable
the wearer to focus on one sound from a particular direction and distinguish it

from background babble, Esme’ Gay,

New Member — Fred Ramsay - 3550 N/ Glenridge Place, Corvallis Origan 97330 U.3.A.
Fred was a member a Tew years sgo when he was living in Wollongeng; he has been on
the Cape York trip and has renewed his membership. It would be nice if he could
Join with us on some of our outings or camps - hopefully he will next time he is
here,

Midweelk outing, ilednesday, 6th Jyne, 1938, Bellambi Uush and Lagoon,

The outing was attended by seven members, meeting at the boat remp carpark at
8,30 a.m, The morning began with a light shower of rain but had cleared by 9,20
and the rest of the morning was a beautiful mild morning fler the first day of
winter, We have had many visits to this beautiful spot, walking firstly along the
beach where we observed the Red-capped Robin which is always found there an the
point. Alsoc the 3ilver Gull, Little Pied Cormorant, Kelp Gull and ncar the
swimming pool three Sooty Oystercatchers.

Then we drove around to the sporting ground car paric and wallkked thraough the
bush and over the sandhills onto the beach, then around the southern end of the

lagoon and bacikk to the car park, The bush area was very productive as it usually
is, The large number of New Holland Honeyeaters thoere would be very difficult o
count, then the Little Wattlebird and Red Vlhickered Bulbul and Lewin's Honeyeotor
were®very numerous too, Soma of the other speciucs observed wore the Fon-tbailed

Cuckoa, Gpotted Pardalote, Ulive-backed Oriole and Goeldden Uhistler fosower welled
past the lagoon the birds there were fTew, observing only the Dlnchk-fronbod Diover,
Yihite-Taced Heron, Intermediate Zgret and Pacific {lask Dudl, ‘e nhservar tot:

of 32 sprcies for the morning,

Interesting Sightings, May, June, July,

M. Striated Heron 2 Tallawarra Power Station 23/5/88 0. Thomson
MG, iihite-bellied Sea Eagle 2 & n n " o

U. White-fronted Chat 15 " " " " "

U. Zebra Finch 2 " " " " " .
Us Kelp Gull 5 Bellambi Point 23/6/83 "

R, Pacific Gull 1 " " " "

5. Spangled Drongo 1 Keiraville _ 28/4/88 R, Almond
U. Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 15 " 9/5/808 "

5. Grey Goshawk (White Phase) 1 Bulli Pass 12/6/88 K, Mills
U. VYellow-taeiled Black Cockatoo 10 Woonona 30/6/88 "

N, Pied Oystercatcher 2 Dak Flats d 18/7/88 W, Emery
U, Aainbow Lorikeet 2 Balgownie 18/7/88 H. Emery
R. Little Corella 5 Balgownie 19/7/83 i, Emery
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Next Meeting - Will be held at the Fairy teadow Senior GCitizens Centre, corner of
Collaery Avenue and Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow, on Monday, lz2th September at
7. 30 pm, Uur Guest Gpeaker will be btis, J, #Miller who will show slides and talk
on the "Wildlife of Tasmania", It will be a pleasant change to go to Tasmania

for an evening.

Next Field Outing - Will be on Sunday, 18th September, in the Royal Mational Park.

Jack Hyslop will lead this outing as he is very familiar with the area. We will
meaet at 4.30 am, in the Waterfall Railway Station car park which is on the Eastern
side of the Princes Highway, not far from the toll gates. There will be a

shuffle of cars, some being taken to be left at Heathcote Railway Station - hence
the garly start. Although we will be walking about 11 km after the first few
which have a Few hills (nothing like Rixon's Pass] the rest of the way to Heath-
cote will be Tairly level, on a good track, We will walk through very pretty
Heath country and somg rain forest and pass Ulula Falls (which is good for skinny
dippiﬂg] and Karloo Falls., There should be plenty of birds and wild flowers to
enjoy., Jo, put on your walking shoes and a hat and bring binoculars and a carry
lunch. We'll have a great day.

Mary Shaw,

September Mid-Vieek Outing -~ 7th September at Cass Point, Please meet inside the
gateway to the reserve at 8.20 am. Follow Bass Point tourist road which is a
continuation of [oollwarroo Parads, Shellharbour. For turther information
contact flon Almond - 298612,

Uctober hMid-Week Duting - Sth Uctober at the Girl Guides Camp. eet at the
entrance galte on Iit, Keira Noad at 8.30 am, Une of the Guides' leaders will be
present and a bird list for the camp area will be commenced, For further

information contact Ron Almond - 298612,

From the Editor - The order form for the 1989 R.A.(.U. calenders has arrived and
will be posted on the notice board at the next meeting. These calenders are said
to be very attractive by those who have had them before. At the committee meeting
in August, Robin Wilson was nominated to represent I.03.0.C. on the Management
Committee of the Darren Srounds Bird Gbservatory. Dave Thomson has held this
position previously and has just resigned.

lary Ghaw,

_1_ CDI»]td. LI I )
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August Field Outing - Twenty seven people met at the entrance to Korrongulla
Swamp at Primbee on Saturday, 13th August, The weather was delightful -~ a taste
of early Spring. Upon discussion, plans were changed, VWie decided to leave the
cars at Korrongulla Swamg 'til after lunch and then those interested would drive
down to Windang to view the shore birds,

e followed an elevated sandy track through the swamp which divided into
several separate ponds each surrounded by reeds, There were alsa some large
trees anc small clumps of bush in the area. This bush was attractive with the
Coastal Wattle, Rice Flower, Hardenbergia and Running FPastman in flower but it is
being taken over by Bitu Bush. e saw Australian Ravens, & Little Friarbird,
“oaokaburra, Little Grassbird, Masked l.apwings and Little Pied Cormorants here.

At several places we stopped and played a cassette of the call of the Lewin's Rgil.
We walted, quiet and still in the hope that this elusive bird would appear from out
af the reeds. He did not but we were delighted to have good sightings of the
Azure Kingfisher and Royal Spoonbill, Also sunning himsglf on a bank was a SGnake
Neclk Turtle.

On the swamp we saw Goots, Dusky #oorhens, Swamphens, Black Oucks and
flitting amongst the reeds Golden-headed Cisticolas. Oarting about on a sandy
banlk at the back of the swamp were Red-browed Firetails. Also saw a Black Swan in
flight and Welcome Swallows, [Glack-Teaced Cuckoo Shrike, Fan—tailed Cuckoo and Reed
Warbler.

After merning tea back alt the cars we took a carry lunch with us on the sand
tracl. We entered this treck at the ncrthern end of the Port Kembla Golf Course,
What a pleasant walkl Coastal bush all around with Flannel flowers all in bud,
UnTortunately the Bitu Bush again is threatening. VWe saw a Spangled Drongo,
Superb Blue \irens, Urown and Yellow Thornbills and Spotted Pardalote. tie walked
through to Perkins Seach and then north along this beautiful beach. We cut back
iniand and had lunch at an open area near the 501l Conservation Oepot, Here we
saw a DBrowy Gashawk, Richard's Pipits, Willie Wagtail and flying overhead, Pelicans.

Back to the cars and a short drive to Windang, Here a group of eleven stayers
saw sixteen species of birds including Pied Dystercatcher, Help Gull, Eastern
Curiew and Red-capped, Black-Tronted and Double-banded Plovers. Total number of
species for the day was 5% and I'm sure we gll had an enjoyable and interesting
outing. A big thankyou to Ron Imisides who was our leader for the day. I would
also like to commend ths residents of Primbee for saving part of the Korrongulla

Swamp, 1t is cértainly worth preserving. 0live Rodwell

August Wednesday Outing - This outing was attended by 9 members meeting at the park
On the intersection of Princes Highway and 0'Briens Road at 8.30 am. After a
quick walk around the park we drove up to the tap of hMt, Nebo near the water tower,
From there we walked along the road which follows the spur. to the esscarpment,

Some of the grades are very steep.

At the parlc in the Coral Trees were a number of Bulbuls, Silvereyes and
Superb Feiry-wren in some lower scrub, It was a very pleasant, calm and mostly
sunny morning for the outing along the road which follows a spur between MEt. Nebo
and the escarpment with extensive views of the'escarpment, Mt. Kembla and the
Wollongong area, In the scrubby vegetation along the road the Superb and Varie-
gated Fairy-wrens were o! sorved, The Little Vattlebird, Lewin's iionayeater,
Eastern Spinebill and Silvereye were sighted in the Coral trees along the roadside.

As the forest trees became more abundant the Orown Thnornbill, Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Yellow Robin and Fantail Cuckoo were observed, Then an unexpected sighting
was made of the Rose Robin as it went through the trees across the road.

Frequently during the morning the cgall of the Lewin's Honeyeater and Eastern ¥#hip-
bird was heard and on two occasiens the vonga Pigeon was heard calling.

Uni our return a sighting of the Vthistling Kite was made soaring high over the
escarpment, During the morning a total of 26 species were observed,

Horace Ylard.

contd. e



October Family Gamp,

This years camp will be on the property "Spring Valley" at VWingello, It will
be conducted from Friday, 30th September, to Tuesday, 4th October. The camp site
is on the banks of Paddy's River and during similar camps here five years aga we
recaorded over 100 species Tar the area including Hooded Robin, Scarlet Robin, Flame
Robin, Azurs Kingfisher, Crested Shrike-tit, Rufous Songlark, White-throated
Gerygone and White-winged Triller. The property malkes an excellent base with
riverine vegetation, eucalypt woodland, open fields and a number of farm dams and

small lagoons. Two large State Forests, Wingello and Penrcse are also close by
and offer a good range of habitats to explore,

i
CamiLy cAmP AT '3IPRING VALLEY
WINGELLO 30 Sept- e O cholboe

IWNINGE(LD

November Field Duting.

Just a reminder that our November Field outing consists of a coach trip to the

Kurnell area on the south side of Botany Bay. Approximate cost of the trip will he
%11 per adult. Prominent Sydney birdo Jim Francis will lead this outing faking us
to a number of excellent spots. Further details will be in the next newsletter and

payment should be made to the treasurer no later than the night of our November
meeting. Chris Chafer.

Book Sales.

Several members have expressed an interest in a new book on the market "Where
to find birds in Australia" by John Bransbury. The publishers have donated the
ciub a copy which i1s in the library. The retail price is $35 but if we place an
order for ten or more copies they will supply at a much better price - approx., $24,
Anyone interested please contact me at the next meeting or on B4 3719,

Peg MckKinlay,.

coNtd, e e



Late October Camp,

The late October camp will be held from Friday, 14th October to Sunday 23rd
October at Goonoo State Forest near Dubbo. The forest contains a wide range of
habitats including open fields, mallee, open esucalynt woodland, GCyprus Pine areas,
Iran Bark areas and heath aregas. Nearby are several good waterbird habitats and
being only about 30 km from Qubbo, you are close to the Western Plains Zoo,
Coolbaggie Mature Reserve and several other State Forests are also nearby. The
area holds a wide range of bird 1ife with some of the more interesting species
being Kalleefowl, Biue Bunnet, Black Falcon, WMallee Ringneck, Yellow-plumed, Sing-
ing, Black-chinned and Spiney~cheeked Hpneyeater, Crested Bellbird and Red-capped

Robin, For those wishing to join the camp but do not ant to 'rough it', there
is a variety of hotels, motels and caravan parks in Dubbo, Please make sure that
you bring your own drinking water. Naturally the club's bush shower and toilet

will be present.
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Spring 8ird Count,

This will take place 25th Uctober to Gth November, Anyone wha is interested
im taking part should please contact Kevin yood on 29 5514,

contd, ...,



ARNOLD ROBERT McGILL, O0AM, FRZS, FRAQU. 1905 - 1588.

Arnold Robert LeGill died on July 29th and history will record that Australia
lost one of its great amateur ornithologists. He was 33,

The published works of Arncld McGill are legion, I will not attempt to
collate them here but will lesave his monumental bibliography to the editors of
senior ornitheological publications such as The Emu, the official organ of the
Royal Australasien Urnithologists Union, of which Arnold was a Fellow, Past
President and long-time Assistant Editor of its journal,

Those fortunate enough to have access to a complete set of The Emu will
comprehend the magnificent contribution Arnold McBill made to Australian
ornithological literature, including the arduous and painstaking task undertaken
in the compilation of the fifty year index and subseguent supplemsnts to
Austrelia's senior avian journal, His Birds of Sydney with Keith Hindwood as co-
author, published in 1958, and Australian Warblers, published in 1970, remain
valuable textbooks to the birdwatcher today.

Arnold #¥cGill was a Fellow of the Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales
and the proud recipient of the Order of Australia liedal. He was a member of
umerous birding groups and societies and was currently Patron of the New South

“Wales Field QOrnithologists CGlub and of course he was a Life Member of our own
Illawarra Bird Observers Club,

Al though we briefly met in 1953, I really got to know Arnold McGill when he
accompanied his great friend and oft-time co-cuthor Keith Hindwood to Thirroul to
inspect seabird derelicts Uoug Gibson and I had collected on Wollongong beaches
after severe on-shore gales in July, 1954, and I can still see the stunned dis-
beligf on the faces of the two leading Australian Urnithologists as Ooug and 1
.produced Silver-grey Petrel (now the Antarctic Fulmar), Blue Petrel, Kerguelen
Petrel and Droad-billed Prion. We were to meet again a few months later at the
AALU Congress and campout at Mount Keira, Doug Gibson and I later submittecd
additions to the species recorded at the campout for publication in The Emu by
Arnold and 5.6, lLane and so complete & comprehensive list of the birds of the
Illawarra renion at that time,

llost established birdwatchers have a group in which they specialise and

Arnold KcBGill was no exception. He had a profound knowledge of the waders, that
group of insignificant littlie brown birds many species of which are migrants fram
the distant Tundras of Northern Siberia, His Field Guide To The Yaders, with H,

. Condon, was published in 1952 and is still of great assistance to those
endeavoring to sort out a very difficult gvien group.

Arnold #eBGill was always prepared to impart his great knowledge and was much
sought after as lecturer and speaker. His effervescent and inimitable style will
be sorely missed by a plethora of societies and associations,

Arnpold McGill was a devout practising Ghristian and a pillar of the Kethodist,
novw Uniting, .Church, I still vividly remember a trip to the Five Islands with
Keilth Hindwood, Doug Gibson and Arnold in Arthur Mothersdill's boat over thirty
vears ago. {ie could not make it back to Bellambi after being caught in a black
nor-easter on the return journey and iimped intc Port Kemble Harbour thoroughly
gxhausted with a boat half full of water, I can still see Arncld with one arm on
the tiller and the other feverishly bailing whilst offering a 1ittlz prayer for our
safe return - one of those little lifetime incidents bhat one never forgets.

To son Don, daughter—in-law Auth and grandchildren Geoffrey, Siwmon and lMegan,
we extend profound condolence in your sad loss and fervently haope you gain some
comfort from the reslisation that your loving father and grandfather was a
wonderful friend to all who knew him and his name is justly enshrined in the
‘nnals of Australian ornithology.

Allan Sefton.




1988 Cape York Expedition, Part Une.

e began our trip north on Friday evening L7th June embarking on the coach at
various points between Mowra and Sydney. The atmosphere on board was one of
axcitement as people realised they were Tinally on their way to one af the most
excilting birding places in Australia. After a nightcap at berowra sveryone settl-
ed down to sleep the night as hest they could, It was interesting to note that
persons who had been apprehensive about sleeping on board the coach were mainly the
onaes who had the best sleep,.

The night passed without incident, although we experienced a lot of fog erocund
Tammwarlth and Armidale and we stopped for a break at dawn in the small township of

Luyra, Shortly after continuing out journey we recorded our firsht bird for the
trip, an Australian Wagpie. Continuing northward we breakfasted at Tenterfield
finging Pacific Heron, Grey Butcherbird and Olive-backed Oriole, Further north we

stopped For lunch at the Palms Netional Park near Hanango. This delightful park
is dominated by a huge stand of Picabeen Palms ernclosed in a small area of rain
forest which includes seversl magnificent figs and an enormous Flooded Gum, Birds
were gquite good and included Rose Robin, Varied Gittella, lLarge-billed Scrubwren,
Prown Guclkoo-Wove and Double-barred Finsh, From nere we drove quilckly north to
Laryborough, then to uongi Stale Forest where we spent out first night camping. Ve
had driven soms 1,000 lan in this Firsl leg taking 23 hours.

An early morning walk around the camp area was guite productive and species
included ihite-throated Gerygone, Bar-shouldered Dove, the bleck headed form of the
Striated Pardalote, Forest Kingfisher, \ihite-throated and Fuscous Honeyeaters, Pale
~headed Rosella, Scally-breasted and Rainbow Lorikeets, We were eventually to re-
cord Rainbow Leorikests an every day of our venture excegpt three. We continued
narth having a break S0 km north of Gin Gin adding Tree tMartin, Whistling Kite,
vlue-faced, Scarlet and Lewin's Honeyeate - s and Little Lorikeet., Near Rockhampton
we found our first Brolga and Black Kite. Lunch was taken at Rockhampton Botanic
Gardens whera we found Rufous Night Heron, Grey-crowned SBabbler, Figbird, Darter,
Gull-billed Tern, Uhite-throsaced Needle-tail and Leaden Flycatcher, Further northk
we added Blue-winged Kookabur a, Bustard and Red-winged Parrot near (Clairview before
stopping for the night at kiriam near kKackay. Thus far we had recorded 113 species
for the trip. :

Next morning most people went for an early morning walk exploring the banks of
the Pioneg2r River which was cpposite the camp site. Here we recorvded Aed-backed
Viren, Ghestnut-breasted and Nutmeg Manakin, Figbird, Osprey, Yellow and Urown Honey-
coter and Hainbow Bee-eater. From here we headed west up the Pioneer Valley before
ascending the escarprmant of the Clarke Rarge to Eungella N,P. Along the way we
sighted Spangled Drongo, Busterd, dhite-breasted YYoodswallow, Red-tailed G8lack
Gockatoo, Topknot Pigeon and Pheasant Coucal,

LeTore golng tr the national park proper, we headed down the Dalrymple Reoad in
an unsuccessful attempt to locate the Eungella Honeyeater., Around midday we gave up
our search and headed baclk towards the park., Wost people got off the coach Jjust
past the township and walked the 6.5 km treck to the caining area. Passing through
lush dense rainforest dominaied by Mackey Tulip Daks and Packabeen Palms, the walk
gave us our first look at real tropical rainforest and its avifauna, The temper-
ature was auite cool and birdlife was correspondingly scarce. The most freguently
encountered species were Large-billed Scrubwren and Brown Gerygone while we also
recorded Shining Bronze (Guckoo, Brush Turkey, King Parrot, Grey Goshawk and a number
of magnificent Vompoo Fruit Doves.

The Tollowing morning we headed south ta Credation Creek where the coach droppa
us off and we walked the 9 km back to camp. Birds were once again rather scarce but
the walk through the rainforest which is rich in epiphytes was none the less reward-
ing, Birds Tor today included hoisy Pitta, Russet-tailed Thrush, Varied Sittella,
(white-headed form), Little Shrike-thrush, Golden fihistler, Dusky & Blue-faced
Honeyeaters, /Azure Kingfisher, the yellow form of the Buff-rumped Thornbill, more
vompoa's, several Bush Thick-knees which regularly roost near the picnic ground,
Rose-crowned Frult UDove and perhaps the biggest surprise, a Torresian Imperial
Figeon which several people saw about half way along thz Credation Creek track. The
other highlight was of course vieswing the numerous Platypus which inhabit the
streams of the park, Uur trip totsl had now risen to 141,

contd...__
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The fifth morning sew us heading north once again, this time ferminating at
the beautiful #t, Elliot N.P, near Townsville. Along the way we made stops near
Proserpine adding Marsh Harrier, Tawny Grassbird, Buff-banded Rail, Black-necked
Stork, 8lus-Winged Kookaburra, Pallid Cuckeoa, Brown Goshawk, Yellow-spotted and
Scarlet Honeyeaters and Chestnut~breasted Manakins, while anothar stop, this time
for lunch, was made near Ayr. Here we found Magpie Goose, Yellow-hbilled & Royal
Spoonbill, our only Zebra Finch for the whole trip, Wandering Whistle Duck, Black
Kite, Brolga, Pacific Heron end Intermediate Egret. Vie arrived at Mt., Elliot mid
afternoon and people scattered everywhere, many being rewarded with sightings of
Varied Triller, Yellow Honeyeater, Emerald Dove, Spectacled Flycatcher, Leaden Fly-
catcher, Olive-backed Oriole, White-browed Robin, Helmeted Friarbird and Scarlet
Honeyeaters, As dusk fell we bsgan to locate the many mammal species which inhabit
the area and spotlighting later in the ewvening produced a good selection with Agile
and ¥ihiptailed YWallaby's, Unadorned Rock Wallaby, Brush-tailed Possum, Rufous
Betuong and one of the highlights of the trip, a beautiful Rufous Owl which perched
only ten metres away totally unconcerned wdth our presence. The.next morning we
spent a couple of hours walking arocund the park before leaving for the Atherton
Tableland., e added \thite-bellied Cuckoo Shrike, Sunbird, Large-billed Gerygone,
Little Corella and Lemon—bellied Flycatcher,

Wle arrived at 'Ty Gwyn' near Ravenshoe in mid afternoon and after setting up
camp we walked around the splendid grounds and rainforest of the property, High-
Tights included Crimson Rosellsa, Brown Cuckoo Dove, Atherton Scrubwren, Pale-Yellow
.obin, Topknot Pigeon, Spotted Catbird, Bridled Honeyeater, Forest Kingfisher and
Crang—-footed Scrubfowl, Spotlighting that esvening in the rainforest on the property
produced several coppery coloured Brush-tailed Possums, 2 Lemuroid Ringtails, 2
Herbert River Ringtails and 1 Goeen Ringtail Possum,

Next morning we visited the lush tropical rainforest of Tully Gorge N.P. where
we spent most of the morning walking through dense jungle like forest to several
spectacular lookouts which offer panoramic visws of the gorge below, Birding was
excellent and we recorded Grey-headed Robin, Large-billed, Yellow-throated and
Atherton Scrubwrens, Victoria's Riflebird, Chowchilla, Mountain Thornbill, Yellow-
breasted Boatbill, Fernwren, Spotted Gatbird, Little Treecreeper, Satin Bowerbird
and hiacleay's Honeyeater. Ve then went to a spot near the Crater N.P. where I took

"people to see a Golden Bowerhirds impressive bower. Usually at this time of year

the bird is difficult to find although we spent 30 minutes here not a sign of its
presence was evident, We did however record Bower's Shriks—-thrush. Upon leaving
the bower site and walking back to the coach we stopped to view a Golden Whistler.
Unbelievably as we were watching this bird, a male Bulden Bowerbird flew onto the
branch below the VWhistler, Nearly everyaone was able to get a good view hefore it
flew back into its dense habitat, We moved from here to the Crater itself and spent

n hour and a half birding in one-of the best spots in the country., Hers we found
Fernwren, Atherton Scrubwren, Tooth-billsd Catbird, Superb Fruit Oove, Yellow-spotted
Lewin's and Sridled Honeyeaters, GChowchilla, Grey-headed and Pale-Yellow Robins,
Orange-footed 3crubfowl and Spotted Catbird.

Unfortunately it then began to rain and although it was no more than drizzile
it fell consistently through most of the next day. \We had planned to visit
Palmeston N,P., but due to the rain we decided to drive around Lake Tinarco Forest
Drive instead, The day was cold and windy and wet, howsver, we did stop at a number
of locations which included Welanda Falls andg Hasties Swamp N.P. Thus, although it
was a miserable day we recorded a number of species that are worth mentioning, Pied
Maonarchm Grey Swiftlet, & number of rainforest species mentioned above, Wandering
Vihistie, Plumed Whistle Duck, Magpie Goose, Sarus Crane, Comb-crested Jacana, Sun-—
bird, GCattle Egret, Little Grassbird, Hardhead, Yellow-fTaced and Vihite-uheeked
Honeyeaters and 8Black Shouldered Kite., Although it rained in the evening we went
spotlighting at the Crater and found four Herbert River and one Green Ringtail
Passum, We then went to a private property to view Lumholtz Tree Kangaroo that was
recuperating from a road accident. The woman who was looking after the animal was
a Tormer zoologist from Germany and she gave us a most interesting talk on the
various types of Tree Kangaroo in Australia and Papua New Guinea, lihile we were
engrossed in this lecture a former patient, in the form of a Green Ringtail Possum,
strollied in and demanded & quick meal of muesli before heading back cut into the
farest,
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Day nine saw us descend from the Atherton to Cairns where we met twelve extra
persons vho had flown in for the Cape York section of the trip. During the afternom
people went birding along the GCairns foreshore and to the Botanic Gardens, Oirds im
cluded two recent American arrivals, a Laughing Gull and a Franklins Gull, while
other species included Pacific Golden, Double-banded, Wongoliian and Red-capped Flover,
Grey-tailed Tattlers, Whimbrel, Black-winged Stilt and a number of other common waders
and water birds, At the gardsrs we found Little Kingfisher, Striated Heron, Shining
Flycatcher, Ketalic Starling, Graceful Honsyeater, Brahminy Kite, Sunbird, Osprey and
Brey S5wiftlet. Our trip total had now risern to 222 species.

The next day was spent on the Great Barrier Reef and Michaelmes Cay. 0On the Cay
we found Common and Black Noddy, (rested and Little Tern, Turnstone, DBrown Booby, a
pair aof Lsast Frigatebirds and Soocty Terns. Un Green Island we Tound Torresian
Imperial Pigeon, Rose-crownecd Fruit Dove, Emerald Dove, Silvereye, Sooty Oystercatcher
both colour phases of the Aeef Egret and VWhite-breasted \Woodswallow,

Tuesday morning saw us change to our 4 w,d, vehicles and begin our trip up the
Gape itself., Morning tea was had at Rifle (reek where we found Little Bronze Cuckoo,
Grey ‘Yhistler, a number of honeyeaters and Yellovw-Dbreasted Boatbill. Just after turn-
ing onto the Peninsular Development Road at Lakeland we saw a flock of about sixty
ARed-tailed Glack Cockatoos, From here on the road deteriated and cur progress was
sloved by the rough corrugated condition of the road! Lunch at Palmer River Roadhouse
produced {Great Bowerbird, Squatter Pigeon and Black-chinned FHoneyeaters., Yle arrived a
Mary Vaglley Station late in the afternocon and after setting wp camp we had only a
short time to explore the surrounding ares. Spotlighting produced a Spotted Nightjar
hawking over one of the large lagoons on the property which were inhabited by many
Freshwater Crocodiles. Ve spent a couple of hours looking around these lagoons the
following moerning and found Vhite-winged Triller, Little Woodswallows, VWood Sandpiper,
Rajaeh Shellduck, Green Pygmy Goose, Hoary-headed Grebe, Rufous—-throated and Yellow
Floneyeater, Black-necked Stork, \andering and Plumed Vihistle Luck, a pair of White-
bellied Seaeagles, Red-winged Farrct and Little and Helmeted Friarbirds, WMorning tea
was had at a creel: south of Musgrave Staticn where just after disembarking from the
bus we encountered a beautiful two metre King Brown Snake fcllowed shortly by a pair
of Golden-shouldered Parrots., Ve scoured the surrounding area and ended up Tinding
15 individuals which included a few juveniles being fed by parsnt birds., A promising
sign for this rare and endangered species. Ve also Tound Masked Finch and Dusky
Floneyeater., Lunch was at Goen where we found Clack-backed Lutcherbird, Oiamond Dove,
Silver-crowned Friarbird, \ledge-tailed Cagle and Sunbird., Ve arrived at Archer Hiver
[oadhouse where we camped the night around 3 pm, A walk along “he river produced
Blaeck Butcherbird, Tawny-breasted Honeyeater, Fairy Gerygone, Urange-footed Scrubfowl
and a single Palm Gockatoo which gave most people excellant views., The trip total
had now risen to £57 species,

Well thats the first part of the journey and I will continue the story in the
next pewsletter when we venture into the jungles of lron Hange, savanah woodliand at
Lakefield N.P. and sandstone gorges of Carrarvon Gorge N.P,

Cihris Chaler,

TRIP TO _PAPUA NEW GUINEA.

Orn our recent trip to New Guinea opportunities for bird watching were limited.
The local bird clubk in FPort dWoresby are a nelpful lot who teke their bird watching
most seriously. QOutings mean & start of 5.30 am to 6G.00 am, so as not to miss the
first 1light of day. A visit to the Waigeni Gwamp produced a l1ong list of birds, most
of which can be seen in Northera Australia, \landering Whistling Ducks, &ll three
fgrets, Combk Crested Jacana, Buff Banded Rail and wany others were observed, The Gush
Hen was heard but not seen. Roger Hicks, FP.N.G, Bird Zociely said that the Bush Hen
is only seen in the Vel Sesason.

In suburban Port ldoresby, the common bLirds are Willie Wagtail, Figbirds, White
Oreasted \loodswallows, Yellow Tinted Honeyzaters, Fawn Breasted Bowerbkirds, Rainbow
Lerikeets and Grey Shrike Thrush., They are all most numerous. The song of the Grey
Shrike Thrush predominates and its repertoire of calls are much wider and varied than
in Australia. There are no Sparrows, 3Ftarlings, Gommon dynas or Dulbuls,

contdiee s
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Of the new birds seen in P.N.G., the most memorable was the displays of the
Raggiana Bird of Paradise, ‘e spent the weekend at Variratu National Park, about
50 km from Port koregby. Getting up before daylight, a 20 minute walk alcng the
rainforest track brought us to a tree showlng a sign "Bird of Paradise Display
Tree". Prior reading about the Birds of Paradise and their habits stopped me fraom

being a sceptic. The sun was Jjust caming up and sure enough,

there were already

two birds in the display tree. Uver the next hour, these beautiful birds put on a
magnificent display, there being as many as seven males and three females in the

tree at one time, It was worth a trip to New Guinea for this

one event alans,

We understand that we were indeed fortunate to observe these lovely birds, as they
only display on infreguent mornings during June to early August,

Jim Robinson,

SILVER GULL GCOUNT,

Thanks to gveryone who contributed Gilver Gull count deta to our co-ordinated:
survay on the first weekend in August, Please return your data sheets as soon as
possible, We gather that few birds were encountered in the Sydney region., This is

probably because breeding has begun early at the Five Islands,
at Moon Island, off Lake Macquarie,

off Port Kembla and .

Cur next count is during the first weekend in Uctober, I1f you require more
forms please contact us at our new number at Hurstville, Phone 02-585 6401.
—wount the same arsa as you did last time, If counting at a roost, we have found

it easier to count Silver Gulls as they depart in the mornirg,
them coming into the roost in the evening.

rather than wcount

By the way, to all Eagle-eyed binocularists, we have now been colour—banding
gulls at the Five Islands with blue cver red colour—-bands on the left tarsus,

Keep your eyes aut and please report any sightings. Thankyou,

Geoffrey &Gmith,
Survey & Research Branch,

N.S5. V.

NPUS,

P.0O. Box 1867, Hurstville,

WHC WILL FORGET. CAMP COOK CAPE YORK TRIP.

The platypus bubbles as he foraged in the creek,

The colour, shapes and sizes of each Gird's beak,

The trunk, pods and flowers of the huge black bean,

The huge brown pods were the largest we'd seen.

Qur stay in the rainforest among the vines and palms,
The cluster figs, the lawyer vines and scratches on your arms.
_«ho would have thought thet we would see,

A tree kangaroo in a kKitchen, instead of a tres,

A littlie teme paossum eating muesli for a meal

Then up the stairs and into the night, away he'd steal,
The Eclectus Parrots so eslusive coloured red and green,
They were the most beautiful of all we'd seen.

Our nights istting around the fireside,

Some said the dampers were the best they'd tried,

Lunch and toilet stops always in a park,

Sometimes a day's travel lasted until dark.

The open plains, the woodland heath,

The Rufous OUvwl wp high and turlkeye underneath,
Cockatiels flying and gaelahs eating grain,

PeaceTul Uives cooing and pleovers in the rain,

The Larking Owl, the dopcoke calling in the night,

The Budgerigars flashing green in their flurried flight.
Those rain drops dripped from every leaf

And new Tlowers unrolled l1ike a sheaf.

Green ants, tree snakes and leeches too,

Crawled up into the trees and onto our shoe,

The unscheduled stay at a deserted farm -

The beautiful wallk among Licuala Palms,
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The Archer River, Mossinam Gorge and the waving sugar cane,
And lots of Urimson Finches in bushes on the plain.

Flying foxes at Mt. £lliaot, searchlights shining in the trees,
Wallkking miles through mud and grass up to pur knaes,

With bird lists, binoculars and cameras armed,

Packed lunches, long hikes and back again unharmed,
Carnarvon BGorge, Hann Aiver and Havenshoe,

To find birds, %to all these places we did go,

tiuddy roads, four wheel driving and steel mud chaing,
Running creeks, wet clothes and pouring rains.

Hut add it 211 up and you will find,

A1l these hardships we didn't mind,

We've been to the top, forded lots of streams,

This kind of adventure was our main dreams,

fie've been there, done tiat, seen lots of birds,

lKangaroos, casgowaries, imus and cattle herds.

ve're heading home now happy and wise,

This surely has been a (ood exercise,

In living together like birds in a flock,

No pedking, no squawkingj, no doing our block,

S0 reminisce and rememb:r the times wa had,

The sharing of all thes: experiences vont make tie parting so sad.

Uorothy Arthur
NEW MEMBERS.
le welcome the followiig new members:

Geoff Smith & Family,
205, Lawrence Hargrawv: Drive,
Coalcliff, 2508,

Tom Vioudsma,
1, Nicka Avenue,
{eiraville, 2500, P1one 288578

Alteraticon to previous list:
Fred Ramsey,
3550 Nv! Glenridge Place,

Corvallis,
Oregon 97330 U.5.A.

Source - Reader in “he Mglbourne Age

Some years ago our place in the country was infested with sparrcvs, which
were a nuisance in :he late afternoor when the pcultry was fed, Swooping down
in hordes, they wou.d snatch the grais from under the beaks of the slower fowls,
Nothing seemed ta f.righten them far maire than a mament or two, They became so
gxasperating my brcther bought some f .re shot -~ "sparrow dust" - and :tarted to
shoat the sparrows after the fowls hado been shut ap for the night. "he
sparrows became very wary after they tad been shcht at several times and seldom
returned after the “irst shot.

One night after he had fired at ihem my brother saw a sparrow on the ground
with an injured wing. He was about to enter the vard to get the wounied bird
when he saw one of the flock which hac risen at the shots come flying bhack.

Hiding behind a bush, he saw the returning sparrow ignore the grain to approach
its wounded mate, trying with beak ant wing to assist it to rise, After a time
the wounded bird got strength or help for the tw) rose and flew off together,

very slawly. Ther:» was no more firing at the sparrows, for my brother said after
what he bad seen he had not the heart to shoot the " bloody little heggars",
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ANNUAL These are due on lst January each year
SUBSCRIPTIONS . FAMILY $1Q0 SINGLE $7 STUDENT §$2
From the Editaor. 1t iz tiwe to bring the printing press out and selt it to work,
There has been lobts of club activity sines our September issue and the newsletter
ig Tull of dinterest, Unz couple who hoave been busy and whom 1 would Like to

congrotulote is Korry and Ghris Chefer on producing a davghter on the Yth Uctober,
1988 and vwmo is called Celinds bobl Uyre.

ivvisit to the Wollongono Hndversity would be worthwhile to view the excell-
ent stained class poanel at the front of the library. Apart From being an
pttractive pieen of artwork it is of about twelve birds. The piece is by Andrew
achul tz and well worth having o look at,

I vould 1ike to recomnend o welic in the Blue Ligunteins at Ulockhoeoth, To
sltert off vith one should be asomowhat it as it is very steep. IT you start off
from Lvarn's Lookout and wnlls down to Deouchamp Falls - @ good plece for a Lunch
stop probably heving one or btwo morning too bresks on the waey down it is not
necossary to go to the vellaey (loor which is still a lot further downm and then
walll buch Bo the top throogh Grond Sanyon to Jizat's Glen,  The views and canyon
can enu=l any secn abt Garnarvan Coroe. Ueing Dirdos ond equipped with field
glasses to give the axcuse to sbop very freaquently should nllow you to complete
the walle at your oun pace — it ie vaery sbeoep but the grade has well made stess
and no ladders or dongorous zpols o noootinte., Good idea to choose cooler
veather ond Lo corry wator, Thore are plenty of birds to observe.

articlac for the gvcenber Howsletior nend Lo be in by the 2lat lovember at
the very latest to Lo includod.

lary Shavw,
E£lection of Uffice Bearers.

oo roewinder thot elections Fov UFFfice Uearers will be held at the {lovenmber

meeting vhen the positions of Dresident, Viece Fresident, tion, Secretary and lHon.
Treasurer ure declared vocont, Jim Dobinson and flobyn Yilson advise that they
will not bhe stending For ro—-elaction, Lrnvassine anono mombers to stond for
clectinn has so Far brought U l1h raspOnSe, Nominntinns are uroently sought

For voaconcics so that the clubh con continue to function,
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HNext Lipeting -~ w11l be hald of Lthg Feivy Hendmy Gondor Gitigons Goatre, oorner of

0ol Loory L wanae ond Choees D yyoan ooy, 1 D 'Fr)\f ahoyy o 7030 pam, Ghredo
l

Ateensloand,  Gome clang o o onarvoy of inh%“us“Lng croobures aned beautilul

birus,

}
I
Chit'er wid 1L e bBhier spperdoer conl wdll show al idee o b oot oo o Brondend

Jext field Uutlnq The ne«h Tiotic gulting will be on Jetordoy, 198k Hovanber,
montiat s : i1l he dnp the Forem of o bug Dvdp e Ehe urnell svyes on the
v side ol Dotony Loy, G2l knovn SGydney oronitholegist) Jim Froneis, will be
ouirin Tor Lhe l_""J‘ Ealzing g ko seversl ooord birding spots in the arma.  Cost

e AL pror o porsan and ast boopadid Lo the troosuror ne later than Dondoy, 1 dth
lovemher, Mz wndn pdicls up ooint will he at the wvostern side of ;u71onnono reilvey
Laakion o6 7, a.m. while eouthern menl s con Jjoin the cocch at Stuart's Coaches
cdepont dn Jowee eb G ooum, ar Lol Plots rodluny stotion at 7 s.m, s we may be axX—
nloring some awiveny ground it de cuogestod you Dring o1long o pair of gum boots or &
change oif Footwenr.,

A

September Field Uuting — loyal Mational Parl<,

1t was Gpi vay bo Untertall Stetion car perlc where ninetoen
menbors agaonblad For oo walll dnto the haothland of the loyal Hational Park, led by
one of Tha ] Dirvdos of the ares, Jack iiyslop. Duz Lo the over—
chonoe of venus s the propoesad track b fieotheote 2

o it v opread thobt we would ville the Couranno

Lting rain oll the

night roin
vieuld he very wel unde
Trail,

fR% = 2 here were fed Untblebirds cnd Pdied Surrawvongs in the Tl
traes by the parls and we could heor the llew Hallund |loneyeater: ! =

In o more open soction of hooth we bhod oood vieoss of Tarnv—crowned Honeyesateors and
ve glimpend the only reptor of the trip, a Ferepgring Folcon. we passed a small
ictaneiol Lo the Tive five Ficohitors who Lest theire Tivee in o ffire zone five yvears
oo oned Lhien turoedd dovn the feadl wvivich vos Fodvly rulled 2and wet, bul hy piclkking
our waoy down ve bopt o our foob oawdinly dry, As Che bush thickened and with our eyes
looline Aova, mony bivds vore aicesd ol though ve could hesr Crimson Hossllao,
Lostern hiphird cnd Jhibe—sored lioneyecstor, but we difd soz Oleck-foced Guclioo-
shrilios flving ovorhaad,  The hoobh wos in Flover and the voriety and colour liept
the Flowver wintchers busy Lilentifying the Blooms,

oo the tend heoaded doon ond inen Che velloy o darnge VLot rocl bececoame an ddeal
cont Vor o morning Cea owith Lho o somnl ol o Fon=E0dlad Guelion in tha bacliground,
Towards L botton of the vwnllay rain Torest trecs becowe wore ahundant with o

change of birds, berve we nobtod Uroon Govyoone, Solden Ubhdicotlor, Lewin Honeyooter

and some gow the beaubitvul Soricosbed Pairy—wron

v 1t

Je stopped For lunch by the river with a begoinn Pizd Surrowono that
| .

crusts ot gpmle of pung one and sy Lreovn Thornbills and ghit

serubvr i B I-

tle

—l2roved
=, o3 wE walked slowly back wup
Vel lovet

he valley, o
£l Aoand we vers ovoriobion by o oyouna Unnadian who

s wm el From o o] wikh owus For o ilometer o an holfore heading of T,

imen we vooched the top the vind ond roain seesned to stort

&l end aiter a quick
cupns and oovabe of thonbie to Jacht ve heeded baclh to liolloncong with = count of
thirty three sprcics For the walls

October {lid-week Uuting - lit. [{eira Guides Gamp.

Ther Uotabor gideweols guting wns clhtended by thirteon members ond we voero

escoired by Hoslyn Dorsons, o guide mesber, and her son Peter. During the thres

howrs we gproend ':i! e WE Oy o 1 port of the camp slong some well developed
valliing trolle, throuph zsucelypt Torest, rain forest sand threough some rocky out—

crons oo o '::w. TJJcil vorls s baen done there o cover the diverse hebitat thicre
through this boootd Fol o spoh cllowing one Boeive Ehe Flove ond Tounn in oo

. ark alohg o brail
anto the rosd
chrieh Toeedb op Boooine ol gloaed cocd! nine

notural, oell prioserved, environment, Ve

ah o ounelvelt Forest pessing o beautif e

rocly eresh then bag

cntrener Bhreani oo Tt Torosis Somo il Ehe B v alisorvierd alonn the WY Ve
the Grecn Gotbhivd, Lotin foworbird, Crown Geryoona, Llochk-Toeced Lonarch, Lasgarn
Yol vy 1'”, Ll il e 1 s ) ezl rztDeii—;\ oo ey [Mryeshyords | 1 enoriesg ot .
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Woglk—cend Uctober Camp.

This years camp was held on the property of iiob ond Uarbara Loag, 3pring
Valley, set up on the banks of Faddy's Niver, several kilometres north of Vingello.
liost of the members had arrived by Friday lunchtime, leaving the afternoocn for
observing the prolific bircd l1ife in the immediate camp vicinity. lioneyeaters were
most nuacrous — Uhite-eared, Yellow-faced, i/hite-neped, rovwn-headed and Lewin,
Uther species were, just to mention a Few, Brey Shrile-thrush, Grey Fanteails,
Facific Ulach Duck, Jhite-browed Gerubwren and dhite-throated Treecreeper.
Australian Vagpics were Teeding their young in a nest built in the tree Dverlookﬂng
the Hales canp. e vere particularly excited by the Tind of a Blackbirds nest with
three young located just across the river from the cemp. Fatience was needed to
observe the parents as these are very "touchy" birds with pesople around. Those
prepared to sit potiently on the river banlc were revarded with sightings of the
beautiful Azure lLingfisher,

Fority seven species were recorded within a Few hundred metres around camp on
that first afternocon and we 2ll looked Torward to a super weockend of birding. Alas,
it was not to be! Saturday was a very windy day. It was not for birdwatchers and
anly & Tew species were added te our bird list,

Sunday was mush better «lthough still windy., Uy now our cemp numbers had
rown to twanlty onny not counting the day visitors for each of the thrce days. The
cwo wallis on Sunday were not very productive with only severol new cpecies being
recorded, notably ithe Scerlet Nobin and ilhite-throated Gerygone. Gtill, the walks
in the plezusant surroundings of Spring Valley were most enjoyable,

lianday deovned sunny and windless and the members made the most of the day, a
long walls in the morning and Tor those nol goinog home, an enjoysble lazy afternocn
arcund camp ancd on the river kank, Luite a number of nests were found during the
veetend; of note were ihite-Taced Heron with three well-developed young in nest;
Wihite—-eared llgneyeater with two eggs; Grey Shrilke-thrush sitting on three eggs only
several metres Trom gur camp shawer, Je were most disappointed to find that the
three young Llackbirds had been taken by a predator, probably a Pied Currawong,

Total number of species recorded was sixty five; this comparing with ninety-
soven species rocorded by the comp of 18282 at the same spotbt., /hat a difference

weather conditions can make, Jim Robinson

Late October Camp ~ Goonoo Ztate Forest.

Eighteen menbers tool: part in a camp in the Goonoo Gtote Forest between 14th
and 23rd {ctober, The forest, which sovers an area of 62,500 hectares, is situated
about 40 km northeast of bubbo. The trees are mainly ironbarik, blacl cypress,
acecias and casuarinas with some ereas of malles, The Terrien is flat and the
vhole areo is criss-crossed hy Torest roads, The region is experiencing a wonder-
ful sewson and though pormally o dry ares, we Tound water in all the cresks end
dams, ULur camp wos 7 km froo Looriguy beside a dam thot supplied us with “carrot”
coloured water, Fortunately a cleaner supply was losoted or we may have turned
into Red Indians, Some of the many birds about the camp were Galahs, loisy and
Little Friarbirds, Ned dattlebirds, Strined Honeyeaters, Eastern Rosellas, Rufous
Uhistlors end our early morning calls were made by the lovely notes of the Pied
Lutcheroird,

Un gzturday morning, 126th, we vere visited by Tony and Fay Dischoff, Tony is
the President of Uubbo Field Halturalist end Conservation Socliety and a keen birdo,
He brougnt with fhim detailaed naps of the area and lots of advice on how and where
to Tind Lirds in thz forest - egpecially the elusive blallec Fowl, Un a short walk
with Tony we found a Usobool: Lyl and the nest of a Gpotted Nardalote, Un Saturday
affernoon we went searching Tor the Dallee Fowl., Three inactive and ons active
nounds were locstod but in spite of a 49 wminute silent vigil no bird eppeared. e
did find some very fresh droppings and a few Teathers and os compensation fwo
Little .oodswallows

un Sunday afternoon we visited another active mound where a hide has been
erected, lazel caught a glimpse of the bird as we searched for the mound but again
he did not return while we wotched,
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rlazel ond ool vho voere loaving an dondoy docidod onoan sardy morning visit, recche
i Che sound at O, 30 en, Jdust as They were leaving the hide - aftor two cold hours-
they cought o gliepss of the bird in the undzrgrowviih,

The rest of the group docided to Toreoet the Dollce Fowl Tor o vhiloe ond a
morning wollis aleng o orost close to nvrr vas ouite revarding,  The wholoe arocs wng
covernd wvith wildilovers - wmouve kunzic, grevilles, wint bush, donpura, bluchzlls,
everloasting dodsy, hibbertic cond a lovoly pinc Tloverine cucalypius to name just &
Fev,  Civds wero pluntiful - many socred Lingfishors, HGofous Jhistlors, Grey Thrush,
dluoghe—Toeod Guchooohrilie and @ nest of o Yellow-Toced Vonayeatee with tuo yvoung
vere round,

Cn Tugsday son? meupcrs snent an qnjayable doy at the zoo and added many birds
to the list, In the cvening we atbtended the nonthly meeting of the ULF.H. § G.35.
at the Loo Cducsbion Centre -- o wonderiul place Lo eld o meceting,  Ths room is
decorated vith posters, doing ond sttelotons with on clophant Toot ns an umbrellas
stond,  The spealier For the cvoning wan odo Colsies, who with her Fanily bad been
on a recont trip o Blen Urndston Station, novrth wvest of boulia in western ueens—
land, he pavae & asost interesting ond informative ol and her slides weres excell-
Lt ‘o all thorouohly enjoyod tho ovending,

Un dedansdoy we visitod Gonl bopni lature Nescrve and Gldobinrbaw Laogoon.,
Thoro vers many stops nlong the wvoy ot crecl: crossings and Forn dams ond by worning
tea Lime we hod sesn Cnus, Neinbow lee-peters and o poir ol sestern Lerygones
building o nest.,  Ue lunchad “'fidp o craat wheore e wntcherd a2 Diamond Fireteil,

Jeoky Uintors, Superb ((lue Urens, Duslty doadsunliows and wmore Socred 1lingfishers,
as we drave olong bacl: yooads pessing ferm doms Flockis of Lanaed Qucks took of F and we

clao sow o lovoe ooorne being horsssod by Pied Duteherbirds ond a lone ifmmature {icd-
negd LUntisrel,

After onrudring at sovercl properties ue ovantuclly found Uld Hert our Logoon -
1 helicove nemed af ttler, {lol7 the oran has been drainec by the build-
ing off o noerow ombonlzment cerass the logoon, o wers werned that blacs and brown

sholea ore common but "frtunﬂt~1y nore were sesn, Song of the h*“dﬁ hers were tUhite
—nucliod and Lhite-Faced Herong, Urey Teal, Hed-ronped Parrots, Sroy butcherbird and

2 whiglkered Tern. .

21 - art -ear

Un Thurcday we wode onother ottonph to Tind o Undlee Fowl but wdith no better
luclh, Luch: wogn rove 1 s LGossell's gan, five
Glosoy—bl el Gooliobnos Flew corees the cond - o Jovely sight. At the don we Found
ihiing Parroc ong on LBlive-bookied Uriole.  Un Thuraday evening the Liscl offs and
Faw: other Ui, L Ged. wombinrs vicitod For a cholt and o cunpe around ohe coapTicre
Beforo s~oms soaflinhting,

1) onadinest us buoause s we

'thf*:ni””Jr whnd the dovonshire
AC © ozomo [ - they 1oco nuihor af
vuhile others Ltook sheltor unider the *'?7f“'h "/ Che rdver., Ly Fr odoy night
yias bhut ne LeElle Fowd,

vare enjoyved by pll,  Lith the tempera ure shoue

Adext worming wes spent ot the Jdinchella Gsllery ond iis lovely gar ens whera
!
!
r

ouwe souls went O

aburdoy was cooler with Tioht rein Talling in the oftocrnoon whan ave, Hetty,
e ond onne went off for n drive to Uassell's lbam. plady ere the
us coond tho 1X0%h bhivd ~ o Dloeh=firon flﬂwﬁr. dhen ve arathered
ound oul 1=t cownplire the trovellsrs snnounced that they hiad seen the Lalleg Fowl-
d ond it =loved vhile they 211 had

the

! !

nat L o owound but s ding ruiclkly be
wonood loots, o ovonderful oondd to the wed:

T

"

punt ono Do Tony Licchaff and the meoboves of U :.H. GoGLL, for all
mepn end advico ond elso For Cheds an to lhe meeting

5oL Ghris Ghotor o sonding us ta Hooanoo ond to Lowvrie Villioms,
Dove Fhl con and o Slaond Toar thedr oronandsing and o llon Hionlis Tor 221 his work
around oo,

oo lldiinley,

contd, s e



Bird Vleek, 23rd October to 30th October, 1988.

To marl Hird Yeelk our club organised two activities in conjunction with the
Vicllongong Library and The Advertiser. 1. A Display. 2. Golouring Competition,

Uisplay. 8ird posters, Calendars, books and our recent Newsletter were arranged
in a display at the Wcllongong Library,

Golouring Competition, This year we were fortunate to have the help of "The
Advertiser” for our competition. The Advertiser promoted the competition, pub-
lished the picture, donated twelve T-shirtsg for consclation prizes and published’
the results on Wednesday, 26th October. Ve had entries from VWombarra to Jamberoo
and as far west as Wilton. The standard was very high and it gave our team of
Jjudges a most difficult job to select the winners, 1 would like to thank our
Jjudges and all the children who sent in entries. The competition was run in eight
age groups, five to twelve years. VWinning entries were displayed at the
YWiollongong Library and will also be displayed at our November meeting.

tlinners — Qook Prizes.

Jenny Potts 53, Simon Jones &, Luke Trevithick 7, Bianca Lambert 8, Katrina Poder 9,
Jonathan Willis 10, Steven Sloom 11, Tracy Sauverbier 12.

2nd Prizes - T-shirt,

wficholas Baldwin, Jasacn liiller, Daniel Rickleman, Belinda Hamilton, Craig Potts,
{ate Fletcher, Natalie Carrasco, finnabel Stender, Wichelle Chaseling, Scott
Fitzgerald, Paul Temple, Foul LicDonald.

Certificate of iierit. There were 681 Certificates of Merit awarded.

Congratulations to all these young people.
Ulive Rodwell.

Cape Yorlk Expedition Part Twp,

ATfter a pleasant nights sleep at the Archer River [loadhouse we went for a
short morning walk along the magnificent Archer River, Iany of the melalucas were
in flower and these attracted a number of honeyeaters including Yellow, Yellow-
spotted, Uusky, uWhite-throated and \ihite-gaped, while other species included Fairy
Gerygone, Little Oronze Cuckoo, Leaden Flycatcher, Blue-winged Kookaburra, Veried
Triller, Diamond Dove, Claclt Gutcherbird and Silver-crowned Friarbird. Oeparting
around 9,30 am we left the main Cape track and headed east along the Portland Roads
track, After an hours travel and a minor break down we arrived at the ruins of
Wienlock on the .:nlock River. Earlier this century over 10,000 people lived here
trying to earn a living with gold prospecting, HRow all that is left are a few rust-

~ ing vehicies and the remains of a gilant ore erusher, Uirdlife was rather quiet al-
though we found striated Pardelote (black-headed form), Pale-headed RHosella, Black-
baciced Cutcherbird, hlistlebird and Red-winged Parrot,

From here we continued sast over the Tozer Pass and into the superb lowland
rainforest of Iron Nange. After setting up camp in our delightful creesk side camp-
ing area we besgan toc explore the surrounding area. hkiainly consisting of lowland
rainforest interspersed with isolated patches of acacias and eucalypt woodland.
vithin a couple of hours we had compiled an impressive list of fascinating species
including Frilled kionarch, Dusky and Green-hbacked oneyeaters, Wagnificent Rifle-
bird, Vfhite-facod Robin, Yompoo Fruit Dove, Spectacled KMonarch, Fairy Gerygone,
Yellow Uriole and Eclectus Parrot, After dinner we went spotlighting and thanks to
Roger we found a Spotted Cuscus high in the canopy and a Large-tailed Nightjar.
puring the night we were kept company with a loud squadron of Wood Fraogs in the
adjacent creck,

Next morning we walked for ssveral kilometros sast along an old mining track
which proved te be very productive. /e had reasonable looks at Red-cheeked Parrots
perched on a dead tree before taking off like 1ittle rockets., Further on we found
Graceful and Yellovw—spotted Honeyeaters, Brown Cuckao Bove, Emerald Dove, \lhite-~
faced Nobin, Yellow-legged Flycatcher, Yihite-eared Wonarch, Urange-footed Scorubfowl,

Little Shrike-thrush and Green-backed Honeyeaters, The highlight of the morning was
discovering a nesting pair of Eclectus Partrots which over the next few days was

visited repeatedly by most people.
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Giope Vuris contu,

Triese laron 16

Es are extremcly wory of groups of people, howevor, by visiting in
twns and threes most peoplas vere able B0 obloin 2xeellent views of the femole bird
As she returned ond deperted from the nest, This occured three or four times o day,
The male wag more difficult Lo observe s he ooly occesionnlly roturned to the nest,
Further e 13 whinn of this areo produced TFHU1CF1 Scruhwrﬁn, Lovely Fairy Uren,
Groy hi hitbe-rumped wift Tf €, Forest KingTishe Aainibow Dec—-scter and Toony
—hreaston neyester,  1n thm el ternoon we went Tor o drlve into Lockhart Hiver
shoriginad sctilesent ond Ehe bosotiful Cuintel Ueoch.  lHere we found Lovpe Soend
Plovars, Leocot Frigetebivrd and Bed-necked Stint.  Uur gpocies tobtal hod now glimbed!
to on impressive 275,

Tha next dny saw us agoin heading cast in seversl sme] oups, with soumez
neople venturing nnst the reinforest aresn into sooe open groassland, After lunch a
number af poople heoded vect bowvard the Clawdis Biver vhile others sinply explnred
the ares surrounding the comp,  This I1ast srec hod a Toirly open understorey and
wollidng wes ouite songy.,  Thore was also plenty to sesrch For perticularly during
corly morning ond lote in The afternoon, jiere sone thres pailrs of Horithern Serub .
Nobins could be hooerd, Cheir becutiful but mournful whistle Leing decepbively
ventrilicuilar, once momant heord behind snd the birds oppooarving in front al® you the
next., Uthor spoches veenrded ovound the econp dnel uded Yoll ov-broonsbaed Dosthill,
Tvangpnot ©oonaeodo, Guporh Froil Dove, Trogicol Gerobvorers, boondTiceont BiClehird -
vhich a nunbor of people were lushy anoaoh o see displaying, Uhite--foced Bobin,
crush Turkey {nnrthﬂrn form with o whitish purple collar instead of yellow}, Oret.~
beckood Honeyenteor, Llock cutecherbird, Veried Triller, dpotted Coathird, Large-billed
Ealdl !qifv b’ryjonv Frilled  and 3pectacled Conarchs, Shindino Flycaetcher, Szure onrd
Little Linodishe ) and Lemon-bellled Flycontcher, Ua

r

n, Urey Wnistlar, Yellow-

Shauld”‘b% Lovn cnd oigy Fitt ) r nst Pelm Coclkotoo and Ye
i3l ilinoisher whilas thoso 11 lz aurnd Jh

broved Sobin, Perenring
Frlcon, Tavny-brosstad lonsyestor, Yellov-helli : ol {ioneyeater
andd o gounle of penple were fortunote njugh to Tind & lad-ballied F4tta hopping
cround In the open undorslkorey adjacent to the rood,

AN} ]—..1!‘ e

sunday, Jduly Ard, enw us driving the thirty odd kilonetres to the constal
sclttlomont of 'oriland Naods, which has the dmpressive populatdon of sixiaen
pernanent residonts and 2 osuperb el o by an enthusiazstic qrench couple.  Set ot
the southorn end of o sveeping bay, 1t was well protected from the strong southerly
wind which bod Desn blowving Tor sewveral idays.  The noroves bhowever, had brought us
here and in Ehen we Found Fovn=brecsted Dowerbird, Urood-billed Flycatcher, fhite-
browod Hobin, Yoried aneyr“'=r Lollerad KingTisher, lanorove Robin, Rszef Coret
(urty ph"hp}, Croasted and sommon Terns, Gresat end Least fFlUntUUlPOS, Plhassont
Coucol anrd Qrahninyi\itas. tn the way baclk to comp ve becane bogoed in a sondy
cress orassing ond also ‘ e bime in en aren ol heathland., llere we Tound
Uihdte—strenked Honayeater anongst other species alreody mentioned,  Uniortuncktoly
the light drizzley rein wvhich had begun the previous night continued sparodicelly
throunh tha day ond over the nosxt Few odoys with sone rethor henvy Tolls,  This put a
daipener an tho trip but vas to prove our tents were excellont with hardly a drop
getiing dn anyehero,  Te welae natiers vworse several people Loooome 111 with a stomach
virus,

Nonday was spent exriaring the ITron Doange orea once
to Seturdoy, the only ned species recorded were Double-oyar
fFfeantail, Geveral poople vere zble to obtain super
Fisher, Trumpet Lenucode disploying and thiree Red-c ; =} “hlch roas er nesr
our canp site.  Lur trin List bad rison to 283, Decouss of FDHL'HULHU radn we de-
cided Lo lonvae Tran Honge beioro the trecl beceme dmpoessuble. Untfortunctely every-
body elaoo visicing the oroe hod the sane idea and by the tine ve were ready to leove
1 Toror ionoe wves o cungnire and we decided to move comp to neor

roaul ts
UFJUQ
'I ﬂg_

tho pess over
Lockhart, Virstly wve spont o couplae of hours around the Lockhart aivsTrip.  liere we
Foundf%ﬁuqn Fropmouth, Voried Sittelle (roce striatus), Lemon-bellied Flycatcoher,
Uhite-stracked Honeveatnr, ded-baglked Folry uren, Fawn-breasted cowerbird, Little

cogle, Jhistling uite, Drown Foleon, and cwstrelian bobby,  Uur comp site was tho
surrounds of an ald Fove houae severol Rilometres north of Lockhart ond Lirding vos
similer Lo other ploces ve hod visited, hioghtiohts including Polm Gocketeo,
tolochus Perrot, Lar ed Dove, Sunbird, CGroy Coshavl: (white F h”"éj,
coucel and Lovely Foiry e Spotiighting ih”u nlght produced a pair of
Cutton | unil sithing in the midilie of the road.

=
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7
ope Yorlk Trip conid,

Jednesday was an intoroesting day, after paclking up wo headed back towards
Tozer Pass,  Several of us went shead in the Lend crulser while the bus toiled awvay
along the muddy road, e onded up digging some 250 metres of the road by hand taking
about half a metre of mud and slush of T the top, Eventually the bus turned up and
with the help of the Notionzl Park fanper's vehicle and its winch we mede it out and
reached /rcher Hiver around 7 pm, MNeedless to say little birding was done that day.
Uur six days in Iron Bange hod been most rewarding with nesrly everyone seeging most
of the endemics restricted to this areg, the only ones we nissed entirely were Chest-
nut-breasted Cuckoo and Ulaclk-winged Monarch. ’
-

From srcher fliver we drove south to Liusgrove then east to cur base camp in Lake-—
Tield faticnal Parl:, the Hann Cressing on the Kennedy iiver. The new birds for today
were a Tloclt of Ulack-throated Finchs at the licorhead River and a Spotied Hioghtiar
vhich flew lozily over the conn at dusk, Unfortunately much of Lakefield had been
burnt by an cut of control, controlled Tire and it wos with some trepidation that we
headed out For a days birding oraund Saltwoeter Creelr crossing,  liobitats around the

_crossing consisted of noangroves along the creek, open eucalypt vioodland, savanah
grassland and e froshuester lagoon with low sedges and reecds. It was this combination
of habitats that produced one of our best doys with sowme 104 species being recorded.
Highlights included, tCrolga, Jack-necked Storik, Bustard, 3Singing Dushlark, Dlack-
throeted, Double-barred, Lasced ond Star Finches, Chestnut-breasted Wancliing, Spotted
HightJor, Orown Lueil, Aufous-thronted, Nufous-banded, Yellaw, [rown, Urown-backed,

L ded, Dod-headed and Varied loneyoanters, NRed-winged Farvot, Rufous [light Heron, tiam
grove and .hite-throoted Gerygones, Varied Lorikeet, Crohminy Kite and Llach-breasted
Cuzzard, This swelled out trip list to 296 species.

Saturday saw us hesding south through Lekefield to eventually comp the night at
teLeod Aiver near €. Carbinc. Lakeficld was in the middle of a drought and many of
the roadside swamps were bonz dry, At Kenedy Oend vie found flajah Shellduclk and the
rare white bellied rece of the Grimson Finch, At the kebeod Diver we found npostle-—
bird, Hed-toiled Block Gockatoo, Banded Honeyeater, eebill, [lack-faced Vioodswallaw
and Scurlet Honeveater., 0Un Sundoy we made our way back to Gairns vie the beautiful
Mossman Gorpe part of Uesintres Netional Park, The new 2 km walls through lowland
rainforest is something everyone should experience., Yelt again rain spollt the walk
and birds vere Tew, none the less this wallc was voted to be one of the best we en-
countered on the trip,

londay {inally downed o Tine day and we headed off to the Cairns fForeshors loak-
ing for waoders and waterbirds., Gpecles were similar to those we recorded on the way
north and aoain we Tound the Laughing Gull., From hers we headnd south to Edmonton
where o quicik ten minute walle produced the black-bellied form of the Urimson Finch,
e continued south and had lunch ot Lacew's Creek near llission Beach, Here we found
w__poo Fruit vove, Yellow-breested Coatbill, (hite~eared iionarch, Pale Yellow Robin,
Sunbird, Yellow Oriole and thanks to June Southwell superbk close up encounters with
a mole Qescounry and his single offspring which was eiready over a metre tell, ATter
Lunch most people went on the six lkm owalle through thz Tam §'Shanter 3teto Forest,
This Tabulous example of Tronicel lovland rainforest is dominated by Licuala Fan Palms
and a wide variety of hegavily fruiting fress. UGirds vere likewise impressive with
sightings of Victoria fiflebird, /hite-sared ond Spectacled (ionarch, Spotted Cathird,
Superb Fruit pove, licLeays Honeyaeater and Yellow-breasled Coatbill,

aTter comping overnight at the serene kission UBeuch we honded south to Townsville
then inland to thartsrs Towers., Lorning ten was telien near ~n open grassy paddocls
vest of Innisfadil,  rere I had promised people something specivl.  Aftor sending severd
persons on o walle through the open field, bavid Winterbottom Tound what ve were )oocik-
ing Tor and ovoeryone except two (who vent the wrongway at the wrong time} were able to
get good views of a pair of Lastern Grass Uwls which were Tlushed cut and flew slowly
west into thz surrounding cane Tields.,  Lunch was takken at Jourama Falls lHationel Park
near Townsville which proved to be one of our most popular lunch stops for the trip
and the usual hour breal: wvas stretohed to two hours., The combinztion of dry open
cucelypt woodland with o grassy understorey ond dense rainforest along the crorlc pro-
vidorl an interasting varicly of sprcies including ilorthern, Nufous and Grey Fantails,
Uridled, Yellovwspotted, Oroceful, Scarletl, hite-throsted ond Duslky lloneyoaters,
Emerald Dove, Lemon-bellind Flycatcher, Pale Yellow Nobkin, Eastern Vhipbird and Forest
KingTisher. Uur trip list had now risen to 305.

CONttlaneiveanoe



Gope York Lrip contel

July, 13, sow ug drive Trom Ghirters Towers to Gorinomwvon (3oit vt Ualyanda -
niver Doodhouse ve Ffound ded-winped Porrot, filuc-Toced lioneyeoter, Dudgeripar, Lrown
woshawle,  Uedge-toiled Zogle, dpottod Dowerbirad, Yellov-throatol Binor,  Lunch ;
Llermont Lagoon produced sotton Pyomy Goose, Little Corellsa, Tree and T.ivy Lortin,
Recd Uorbler and Yellov-rumpod Thornbill, Along the rocd betueen Clernont and

LErnarvon we sow Urolpn, Spotted fHerrier, Sguattor Pigcon, Comson Dronzowing, Dustord,
and Lockatial, The next doy voe spent welliing up bhe gorgs vith one intrepild nmenber

doing the 30 km vall: to Catileship Spur - not a bad days outing, The superb scenery
was the main reason For stopping here, none the less birds wers well repraoszented,
Varicpated and od-beaclied Foiry Vrens, uhite-nored and Yellow-tufted lonayanters

Jonga Fignon, Little Loriliest, Apostlebird, King Forrot ond Ghdining Urenze Cucioo.
Spot lichting over two nights wos succassiul sighting tarking and ?Uotwgk Uwls s well
es Yellou=tailed and Souirrel Gliders, Nufous Getrongs and Lty-faced lollaby., The
last thras doys wog more or less o stireight drive hosz the Un1v hlthlunt was our last
night camping in GUOHDD Jtate Forest near bDubbo., ilere dioana ””13hL was avarded with e
Crocodile gooler Tor being the parson with the highest individual tally For the trip
through Cucensland, 500 out of 317.

)

40 after same 14,100 lw ond nineteen days where e oncountered roaing we
achicved o totol of 37205 over twanlby speeics of momils and o number of Trogs,
peckas and reptiles. I'm also happy to sey thot there wera no orguments coonogst the
prissonnors, Ltuarts noshes provided an excellent sarvice and an extremnsly comfort-
ahle cosch, @ highly experienced cools and crow and @ trip T'e sure nobody wvho went on
will sver {orget,

uhris Ghafer,

Counting Gattle Egrets,

Un a recent trip to Mewcastle | mananord
This place is a real ayve—opener and any birdo with time spore on a trip north
would be well odvised to visit., hile thore I o “;ing ta o chap counting Gattle
Zorets. iie turned out to bo Lox (leddocl: the Chalrman of the Stortland detlands
Ceontre.  Hie outlinzsd smee of the points of 'roject ;nict wetch and mentioned thot new
obhservers vern alwnys velcome, Un page 7 of July 1005 of I,0L.0U.3. Hews there was an
article on Lfgret banding bLut there hns been o chonee in tegoing since then,

Sshortland tetlands Gentrea.,

The schone is colled "Project Eorest Vabtch" and people intorssted in becoming obe
SErVLCUS Urn encourane, Project Egret doltcech nocds voluntesr obsorvers saustrolic wide
in lew Zealoand, Papun How Guinen and other ploaces vhere hwustralian Egrels cre likely
Lo mipra e, fhu observers ara neoded to look out for oand rer sightings of
individunlly marked egirets {colour bonded or wing tugged] nnd to provide information

about unmoarized eorets on o regular yeor round basis.,  Inforaation on seasonal or
intermitiont usape of parbticular locotions ond habital is neoded, In the case of

seonnl or intermittent visits, numuers ond dates of crrivel ond doperture are
purrcticularly important,

Penple dntere carn controt Project doret Jitch by elther writing Lo
Shortinnd tietlonds Centre, P,U. Dox 130, Jollsend, 2207, N.G.0., or telephoning
049-576 4656, The centre is opan 2 an to 4 pe seven days per vesik zxcept Christmas
Doy ond Good Friday., Uy cce ne at thz ness mesting Lo resd the brochure with further
inTornsation, st
Fhil Dath,

Pelican Scavenging, :

1

Vi hove seon Pelicean numbers incirecsinn in the (1laverro area with exomples of
their scavenging pehoviour such as Fraguenting boal raps and barbours vhere Tish are
cloecned, professional fishermen while enptying their nets and cven ot Lhe Dumaore
gerbage tip,  Uhile chzckino for eorly woder arrivels at oindong estunry I notod o
llelp Gull trying te eot o fish o 1ittle too lerce o swallow by tekldng it up in the
air and dirapping it, probably to soften it. This attvected o Pelican who
crosh landed in just ofter tha gull had plelked up the Fish and ta enc.ich thf
fisih From the gull's boeali,  The gull then toolc of T with the Pelicon in hot pursul
Lvidiating ond diving mround the Iolkce ratrance showing that Pelicans can ﬁﬂrfnlﬁ
acrobatic nonosuvres. o6 o second Felican joinsd the chase the gull deocided to adopt
the gull vs Skiua technique ond began to elimb as bhard as possibls,

]
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The Molicons stoved with the gull Tor about 100 metres up, but unliike the fast
climbi rotic ghhuns, the Pelicans boenan ta tire and one by one dropped back to the
laie csurfoes leswving the gull to glide out to vindeng Island to findsh the fish in
o Chris Drandis.

Unusuzl 5ightings - ilhat They Mean.

ATier o nunmber of yeor of being recording officer for "unusual records", val
cmery hazs had to give up the job due to i1l health and other commitments. ilal has
dons an excellent job of labouriously checking sightlngs by club members and had been
instrumentsl in encouraging people to record what they see on cerds and in a bhook for
the same purpose which i2 presont at sach morting,  These records are then tronsferred
onto an individual species card ond a report is then compiled at the end of each year
zrd forwarded to the records officer of the i,S8.4. Fiecld urnithologists Club. Eventi-
uslly they moke their way into an annual report for the whole of N,35.\. wvhich is pub-
lished by the {1.3,Y, F.U0.C, in their journal Austrelian Girds., These records have
also played a big part in the rovision of the late Doug Gibson's work, "The Birds of
the GCounty of Camden", which mokes up the basis for our birding area. This work was
published in 1977 and the I.2.0.C. has seen Tit to review ond up dats it as a
memorial to the Glub's Founding member. It is hoped that this revision will be ready
o sale to members early next year.

i
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Each month a list of the more unusunl sicghtings is published in our newsletter.
This report is only possible if contributicons are obtained from you, Chris Chafer has
voluntecred to take over the position for the time being. X you have o sighting you
wauld lilke to submit it can be done in any of the thres following ways.

1} Ubtein a sightings cord from Chris at any meeting and Fill it out appreopristely,
returning it at the following meeting.

2} HRecord your sighting in the unusual sightings book which is present at each
meeting,
:; send or phone your sichting to Chris personally, his nddress is — Chris Chafer,

6% Loke Heights ood, Lakke Heights, 2502, Phone 75 2359,
There ore seversl things that you need to supply with your record; the birds
name, the date you =ow it, where you saw it und how many of the specied were there,
The areo coversd by this system extends roughly from the floyal National Parle
south to Jervis Loy and west to Yerulan, Goodnens Ford on the Jowsbeyan Caves Noad,
Thirlmere Lakes ilotional Parle and Gents Casin S,8,A. in the N.,

The birds recordeg for the system are penerally those vhich are listed as rare,

sctirce end uncoamon in the Sirds of the Gounty of Gamden. /s mentiorned this work is
not generally availoble and a new edition should be availesble sarly next year., A
copy is present in the clubs library but if you are not surc record it anyway.

3o if you see something you think is wnusual record it and send it in., This way
you will be helping everyone by increasing our knowledge of one of the best bird
watching regions in jwstralia, ot presant some 393 species have been recorded,

Unusual Sightings.

August, Septenber and Octobor savw the end of a mild winter ond the return of
varmer days and nights.as spring once again come to the region, Ligrotory waders and
terns began to return with a Large Sand Flover, Great Knot and six fled knots arriving
on 17th August, a Lathams Snipe at Saltwater gwamp near MNowrz on 19th August, two
Vhimbrels were ak Uindang an 10th September, Tive Common Terns, two Grey Plovers and
twe Grey-tailed Talltler arrived on 10th September while soeven Grey Plover were at
bindang on ZUth deptember. Vhite-Tronted Terns were still prescent at Uellambi
Point and Five Islands at the end of September while the first Little Tern returned
to yindang on 12th Septoember, sanderlings were at Bellambi Point on 17th Jeptember
and indang on 26th SGeptember and 11th Cctober. A record Tilve Piad Uysterecatcher
were at Vindang for most of August and Geptember, Gix Uhiskered Terns und Sixty Tive
Gommpn Tern were at dindang on Uth October and a Gommon Sandpiper was Tound in the
Great Southern drain ot its entrance to the Inner Harbour, Port Kembla 7th Gcotober,

(:,Ol"l'td.......-o.
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Immature Pacific Gulls were chserved at Gellambi Point, Vollangong tlarbour,
Gemanditcohy Lagoon and Y¥inteng in August and September,

N Dlack ODittern was found in e "duclk pond" on the southern end of Gerry in
September, a Ulackbird wasg observed in suburban Howrs Tor the first time, flocks of
Topknot Pigeons were at GComerong Island and Kinamurra $pit in August and September,
White-headed FPigeons turned up in GCorrimal and Bass Point i1 Sepiember and the
Powerful Uwl made a welcome re-appearance at Bass Polnt in Sept, A Pink Robin
turned up in Sulli during September, a Long-~billed Corella at Kangaroo Valley on
26th September and three Glossy Glack Cockatoos were found at Voollamia near Howra
in September/Qctober, Urssted Pigeons were recorded on Comerong Island for the first
time on 19th August, This brings the totcl species list to 198 for Comerong Island.

Finally there was a minor influx of Figbirds to the region during September,
Individuals and groups up to six were observed at Barrack Heights, Lake Hgights,
central ‘iollongong, liinamurra end several locations in Fort Kembla Steslworks,
Apart from isolated occurances each yveor this species is a very uncommon visitor fo
the eren, the last major occurance being in 1953 when they brec in fig trees on the
shellharbour forsiore. Pied Currowongs are breeding dollongar g idall.

A Gnllions Crealie viag located on a small dam newr the Gerkeley Crematorium on
13¢h Uctober. A Gull-billed Tern was at Comanditchie Lagoon or. 1&5th Uctoher, .

Contributors: L,E. &mith, G, Orandis, G. Ghafer, i, Fari<insen, ', Lath, D. Fischer,
5. «WJright, . 3haw ant 0. Thomsaon,

Ckris Chifer,

December Mgeting,

An early reminder that the thewe for our Christmis meeting in December will be
"Bird Clothes Fashion Parade". lembers are asked to weear some article of clothing
digplaying a bird or cssociated subject, Look throujh your wardrobe for that
T-shirt, dress, hat, scarf, tis etc. with a bird moti’.

If you havent anything, this reminder will give you plenty of time to do
some ghopping, or for the artistic, create a little soaething just for the night.

As in past years, acts by members are also sough:. Come on, you members, who
can sing, compose a pcam, tell a story or put on a skit.

PUSITIONS VACANT -~ WIBKERS WANTED.

Success of our club activities depends largely on a dozen ¢ so members putting
in a lot of time and \orl,

]

At present we ar: looking for a volunteer to type the monthly newsletter.
Barbara Hales does th: job at the moment but wants a brealk next year.

A couple to manaje Book Sales each wmeeting are also wanted. Bob and Peg KMdiinlay
are temporarily handl .ng this job at present in addition to their other jobs of
setting up the meeting hell seating and the collation and posting of the newsletter.

Please can you halp?

Contact Jim Rabinson.
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CLUB_MOTTO "“ONE GOOOD _TERN DESERVES ANQTHER"

CLUB'S AIM Yo join together peogple with a common intersst who wish to further
their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife eround them,

ANNUAL These are due on lst January each year

SUBSCRIPTIONS : FAMILY $10 SINGLE $7 STUDENT §2

NEAT MEETING =  CHRISTMAS MEETING, will be held at the Fadry lieadow Senior
Gitizens LUentre, Gorner Lollecry Avenue and Princes riighwiny, on Londoy, 12th
Jecember, commencing at 7,30 pm, This will be the final necoting Tor 1908 and
Following past practise there will be no guest spenker, instead we will relasx,
4 have a good laugh and just enjoy the evening, There

will Oe a Fashion Parade ot Uirdo's Gear so don't Tor-
get to wear same article of clolhing showing a bird
logo; T-shirt, hat, tic or somsthing, i7 you haven't
got anything, get to worlk and wake or buy. sowething.
Utherwise just wear a fTeathor, Prizes for best!

e are still short of acts TFor the svening so
please all you talented people make an extra effort to
put tegether something - & joke, » song, a dance -
anything for a laugh and some fun,

Father Ghristmas will bg mowing his usual appear-
ance, after which we will have supper. S0 would
appreciate a little extra with the supper goodies,

NEXT DOUTING, The next outing will be on SJaturday, 10th
Uecewnbzr, and will be at Uarren Grounds Nature Heserve,
As usual For our December outing it will be in the after—
noon and will be Followed by a Larbecue at the Darren
Grounds picnic area, Wwe will meet at the car pari< at
the picnic arew at 3 pm. and will go on a walk either
around the Griffiths Trail or out to Crooks Nose,

This outing should give us an
oppartunity to moeolt the new wardens

() at the Barren Grounds Bird Observe-
tory, 40 come along and bring a
bite to =zot and enjoy the birds of
this worvellous spot, Larren
Grounds is situated on the south side

of the rocd at the top of Jamberoo
FPass, i weather permils we may go
spotlighting after dusl:,
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GARNEN  GHOUNUS - Please note that if a total fire ban is in place, no fires will be
allowed.

MIOVEEK — OUTING,

The next midwest outing will teke place December 7th and will be to the Appin
Ared, Mlease meet ocround the corner to the left from the garage at the intersection
comming From Joallongong. For further details phone Len Klunpes — S405Y2 or Ron
Almond - 29208612,

FROW  THE EDITOR.

The year has none s0 cuickly and hzre is the last issue of our newsletter fTor

159443, It has beéen a good birding year, At present in ny carden are o pair of
castern Spinebills building a nest in my pine tree and preparing to raise their
YOUNQg. Thay are very busy birds and one of the things that ore keeping them busy
is kegpinp un eye on a pair of Fan-tailed Cuckoos who have Geen constantly in the
yvard and ot len in ths same ping tree. I've seen both fastorn Spinebills chase than
out; I do hope Lhey ocre eble te stop them from using thelr nost. Lowould like to
vish you all a happy Festive season, Sec you &ll at the Christmas Farty.
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X In MERORANDUL It is with regret that I would inform you of the deoth 7
: : ‘, \ o A ol e iy . . X
% of oy Jheeler who died on Z5th geptesber, 1533, Roy wns a 1iTe moasber %
X - : & , £ r X
b of our club and is roncubered for the times he shared on fleld outings and 2
% at swe cerly wmeetings of 1.0.0.C. Roy had been 111 and living in a g
% . " . P | P N . %
% nursing hoine For Tour yvears, e is renmembored eopocinlly as o Toromost &
¥ , . , . . . %
3 arnitholonist of jwstralin czprcially by long standing wombers., &
X b4
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NOVERCER  DUTING.

-

Tho Movember outing wns altonded by 27 manbers meeting ot iollongono roilway
stoetion ond travelling Go furncll Peninsuler by coach, crriving thero at about @ am,
we not Jdin Froncis who wes our lecder for the day, ot lookor Lalke on Captain Coolk

Urive, opposite the Celtex roiinery,

The weather ves good for the outing, being overcast vhon wue staritsd out, grod-
ually clearing, when ot mid doy 1t was clear, calm ond sunny throuoh the afternoon,
vige bepgan by heading intc the swamnp but becavse of recent rain it was too wvet so we —
hod to back out and walls around another way, The moin body of reeds stretoh ccross
the area, /Although we tnly spent 30 minute: there we recorded 22 species among the
tall reeds and scrubby growth with some casctarinas surrounding the swuonp, Soms af
the birds there were the Dlomnorous leed ldarbler and wWelcome Gwoellow which was there
in large numbers, Ve slso sightad the Horsefield Cronze Cuckown, Latham's Snipe,

Grey Butcherbird, fastern Swoemphen and Little Grasshird, e then walked arocund the
swip Lo an elevatad subanitaent beside & watervay to a gpot overlonhing a strotel of
vater and then baclk to the coach., The latier walle throucgh o varied habitat of grass,
low reeds and casuarirzs, Ye sighted the Yellow Thornbill, lew Hollond Honeyeater,
fed-broved Firetaill, zmu Jren and Golden—headed Gisticola. de then moved to another
swamp area near ihe oil refinery on Captain Cook Lrive wherse we observed the Chestnut
Tenl, Little Pied Coruorant and Sulphur—crested Cockotoo., Un the way betueen the

two stops four Jacred ilingfishers were observed along the powver lines,

Cur third stop wos ot Gonno Point overiooking Duibray oy,  fonna Point is e
coverad areo overloalidng Uoltany Cay and to the south o narrow sondy beach with
minaroves noing out inbto ehallow flats of the bay wvhere Lor—toediled Godwit, Chimbrel
and o number of Groy-tailed Tnttlers were sighted on the nud Tleats, o0 sinole Pind

tiystorcotcher v also Teesding of  shore,  un the gross orea in o Low bush the Urown
Honeyezter was sightad, the third time it has been recorded on a club outing - the
other two sightings wore at Cobar and the Filliga Scerub.

contd, ...,



NOVELMBER OUTING contd.

The last stop was at Botany Bay National Paric border on Captain Gook Drive
from where we walked through the park to the beach overloolzing the Facific Ucean,
via the iiuru Trail, The vegetation there consists of tell esucalypts which change
to a stunted growth near the beach of mainly banksias and to the south an area of
heath, The bird population in the forest appeared to be poor except for the
Australien iiagpie, Noisy WMiner, Variegated Fairy-wren, .hite-browed Scorubwren,

Grey Shrike-thrush and some parrots which gave some intorest among our members.,  An
Eastern Dosella on a branch beside ancther parrot which could only be described as
an Eastern Crimson??? The plumage had a mixture of {oth perrots, o long blue €tail,
a dark cheelk patch, then a general appearance of an castern but a little larger.

1t caused a bit of excitement among the aroup.

Jde arrived barck at the cooch about 32.15% pm, Tor the journey home when Lennie
told us of an Eastern Rosella's nest in a tree beside the rood where the coach had
been parked since lunch time, 1t was in a broiken off tree trunk about 5 metres from
the ground, ‘lhen Larry climbed up to have @ lgok ke found four young in it. For
the days outing we cbsesirved a total of GO species.

e thank Chris Chafer Tor organising the outing and Jim Francis for leading our
group For the day ond showing us arcund Kurnell area which sumz of us had not seen
before, \ o

ilorece .iard,
- GPOTTED  FPARBRDALOTE.

Those of you who have visited VUirrimbirra, and have scen our Spotted Pardalotes
nesting in the nursery, may be interested to lknow that thoy began nesting on Schad-
ule =z=gain this year - the eleventh year that I have observed them in this gerneral
aren, They once again chose tihe black coke breeze instead of sand or loam, A couple
ot woelis after the female had been sitting on the nest, 1 noticed through my kitchen
vindow, approx. 12 metres from the nest site, a bird slowly Tluttering to the ground.

I went en with my worlk, but when 1 saw @ repeat performance a few winutes later, I
thought the time had come Lo investinate.

Jdhen T went outside, I found @ dead male Spotted Pardalote lying on the ground,
It had paossibly Flown into the opan window and killed itselT, but it showed no marks
or injury. The Tiuttering bird waos a sscond mele bird, which was fluttering down
then wltacking the deood bird, 1 thought it interesting that tihe bird did not dive
in ottack, merely fluttered. A Tomale was sitting in o nearby tree, and after a
sortie, the live mole flew to the tree and joined her. e then flew down again and
trisd to savage the chest of thes dead bird. This was all done in silence, There
were no alarm calls.,

: T stepped in at this stage and picked up the deceased, 1 knew that a class of
“school children who were to visit the Field Studies Centre in a couple of days had
bird cbserving as ane of their activities and I thought they may be interested in a
close look at the beautiful marikings of the little dead bird. 30 it was put in the
freezer until required.,

I was then left with the puzzle -- was the dead bird the wnle of the nesting pair
or was it another bird who happensd to be passing by. I thounht it may have been a
passer by, because there wns an obvious palr resenting it being in the area., This
little drama took place at 11 am, and I expected that the pair would settle down and
go back to their nsst, I was rather surprised to {find at 1 pm. that day that a new
nest was being excovated with great vigour, about 1 metre Trom the existing nest.
The pardalotes on the Sanctuary are not very territcrial at nesting time, so this
reaction made me very curious,

ATter the new nest was completed and the female settled down apain on her new
eggs, 1 dug oult the old nest to see what they had abandoned. I found Tour eggs, all
craclked, containing partly developed embryos. 350 now I had a new puzzle, Had the
eggs cracked because of weaokness in the shells and the new nest was just a coinci-
dence to the death of the bird, or had the eggs been doamaged by an intruder and if sg
what?

CONEte s v s o



Spotted Pardalote contd,

iopair of B, Yellow Robins, who had thelr First nest, built ot a reguler
helght, roided, built thelr sccond nest 9 wmetres high in o succlypt. 1 have not
seon such an elevated robin's nest here before, 1 did not bother trying to count
the eggs in this one, UnTortunately, height did not mean svccess either, as 1 found
the nest empty on the ground one morning.

For the Tirst time since I have been here, the Pied Currawongs did not raise a
family either. /A bird was sitting on the nest late one afternoon, but next morning
when I started work (yes, I still do some occasionaldy) I noticed a tuft of black
feathers on the ground near the nest tree and the birds never came near the nest
again, Last year vhoen their nest was dislodoed, they very cuickly built o new nest
and had a Tamily of three, but T could find no new nest this year,

5. Noolke, Jirrimbirra Sanctuary, Bargo.

THE NEW SOUTH VALES BIRD  ATLASSERS INGORPORATED.

The tew South doales Oird sltlassers was formed te continue the accumulotion of
information on the distribution of birds occurring within the boundories of Hew South
wWales, and that includes the justralian Gapital Territory, HWoriolic Island and Lord
Howe Island,

The Australion enviroment has undergone great chionges since Luropean settleme
and this, in turn, has placed snormous pressure on our wildlife.  sAny natlve species,
unable to adepi has, in less than 150 years, had its population decreaced, its ronge
contracted and its potential to adept to further alterctions ssversly constrained.
Factual informotion about distribution, habitat prefsrences, movements, conservation
needs and other aspects central fo effective species management is lacling., The
members of Nj.ua consider that atlas information can be used to provide a sound and
effective foundetion for conservation planning,

Anyone can becomz an atlasscer and each member's level of participation is left
to the individual to determine, Uver a periocd of time members will build un a strong
1ist for eoch area surveved., bhout 500 pecple contribute to our records, either as
menbers of the NSWBA or as members of participating groups. Uur dato base already
cantains a significant level of information on the 540 species of birds reported in
Hud, and it is Being increased at o rate of about 60,000 records per annum, However
much more needs to be done to oktain a gomplete coverage of the stats., e are aiming
at & minmun of Z5 visits per 10" black, To do this we neesd many more supporting
members., Perhaps you might like to join us!

Uur present goal is toc produce a loose-leal "interum” atlos showing in detail
the distribution of =sach species occcourring in S0, Distribution meps will be <ept «_
to-date with renlacements as sson as any significant level of change. is obvious. A
revised list ol the rare, endangered and threatened birds of (lid is also underway, arn
cur long-term aim is to produce an Atlas of the Oistribution of Girds in New Sauth
vales,

Negular octivities include atlessing field trips to various parts of western oW
and n canp based in the Yombeyon Gaves eres will be held frow 27,12,10383 to 1.1.19439,
nnnual subscription of 7.00 includes a guarterly newsletter., For FTurther inform-
ation contact the publicity officer:- Jennifer 3cuthevon, "Uld Dromana" liorse, 2400,
Fhone 067 5383822,

NEW  MENMBERS, e welcome the Tollowing new members:

Tany Adlide, 33/105\ Uorling Point Noed, varling Peint, 2027,
Phe Home (02) 320 7393 vork (02) 648 5800.

Col Lock 35 Vlarrangarree Drive, Joronora Hegights, 2233,

Gheaun Austin A3 Uolliers Read, Garrum, 3197,

conﬁd.....



UNUSUAL _ SLGHTINGS.

tober and eorly Coveobse saw The ersa in the middle of & dry spzll with

. a : : Do G L
some very hot diye and stronn gaterly wvinds, This conbinotion saw gone very inter—

faa . P ' e b i, . ' - Lo a
rgling species turn wp., Firstly Bh ough some beloted records from cwug. /Sept,
incle hite-chesliod Honeyenbeors were gighted obf Fiotvee on Oth cuvgust ond Sandon

Foint Zlest augush, o Uoen el owos found in a Fiptree govden on 22nd august. &
FPedintod Uytton il wvios obsorved in oo Uoonena Gorden on L3Eh Sep fember and

L

another in [ udderoo L0, on 20Oth [lovembearr,

The boat tyip off Jollongong on 28nd Upgtober
' 21, whicgh folleowed the hoat for somo o dhite—wding
Anntihe ite-vinged Tern wos ob Jindenp on 1st {ovenber, o Arctic Torn wos

AL th othor borns ot Lindonge en PUCh Urtober, o donded Lopwing wins

Jwarbour v on S0 bh tegtober, thoe first locol vesord since uctoher 1874,
Ao Lmrsh gundpdipor vns Foond D dhy Jucls Doy (L. Pllovareog o on
20 Greenshoniis ob Lindone on obh Hovaaber,

o
[

Gth Uctobhor ond

Frobobly the Dest aichting of the wonth wos o podly of Sooty uels st Jambaroo

- Foeee ¥ . . v . - . T .

Foss on 247 2068 uetebor, Thic is the Tirst Illounrro sooord since Spril 198490,
Gheymel—billod Quciioos frve tened up in o  of Inoebions ineluding doonona

-
1y o M i ilile ond Uerry. The Fowerftul Ul

||3 SE— :|.’ [ B B ..j = ".'.'l'l.‘: = 1. »-}-,_
5 siohted agedin - Lass Point on &5th Uetober, uff-banded Beails were recorded

Tram thae Uotanical Gerdens an 7th Hovember and a o doun ot Dergo on dth Hovember,

S Bround Parrot vns reeorded in heathland ness Vincentin on ZDih Ugtober., A
“hth Uptaober,

Little Lotton L ued o house wincow o Foraborounh Heights

i etk Jdobin i ot Jdryinbiveo Sunctuery on dlst Ceteber, this
BOrs tha ‘zonrd for ten vaearrs.  Uroest incons continue o

Y ' -~ i

forocas an the croebn? olodn with Birds sichtord of Geldorooad and Dort bembl:

uolv Sourae, o paie of Degent Honeyeaters wora Found dn suburban flovra on 25Eh

~nluied Honoyenter wis in centeal Gollonpong on L0th lovemnbar,

Fipbirds voeroa recorded from Bomaderry, Port lanblo Gtecluoriis and Verri Geach ot the

ETRY 17 Lelolisr,

rush Turliays b toen niound possibly breading on the escarpmant
1thow loovmie. FooiTic lerons are broed: él ey, the first record since
They e =t lioss Wole in 1972 ond finally a hard to find nest of Topknot Pigesons
has boon Found at Jomboroo (ass. This dis opparsntly the first breeding record for
il 4
Contributors: . Ge Mirtus, . Yright, K. Lills, u. Nooers, H, SJantanoaris, L. &,
shith, . Fischer, J, MFollord, 4. {looke, §i, & P, Joidon, L. Ghofer, . Emery, .

Thomson, 4. Breeny J. Follord, G, Llateh, . adnond, J 0O Jd. Perer, U, Uroandis.

species bocouwming extinet, o pation los
! : ) t m L : Bl aranee of
Flaclz piliowon, perhans 1 our hirds, 5 noino to ocost

pustrallsa o vely lorpe persoonli | by English
lalmn Gould an the plains of northern 150 in Qeconbeor, 1638, i€ wns loter

1zl Tthot this bird dnhnbited the gressy dry intorior of the continent,

a

S
!

ired as AP the disoppor e

Indead 1 thounh discovare:

Hoied by Gould tThe iarlequin Dronz

pigeon,  after enjoying the sight of countless numbors rising Tron the grass thes
pilgeons suddenly gizoppearad - and Gould never agnin sow o Tlocc pincon,  53ix yeoars
Lonber bhoy reoppoared vhos John Gilbert, the noatuecldst o wdth Lhe Lodchhordt explor-

inn mpodition, sow enovwcds punbera of thom an the ikohell Giver on Gape Yorlk
Fondinsul s ond conin on Bhe Declonzie Ddver inland droa the presont edity of Docle

Flaclks taliding of P resembled the

hoemp tod,  He recorded thot €he noise of such vash

roar o distont thunder,

Fow peopla hove seen

then, el the sborigines af

pilgeons Turther south thon vhers Gould
3 Jjuiri Tribe which hunbed ond Fished olong :
Ny stands bad o ovord, Ldvrenon, vhdch meant Floclk

al intervals, these Divids wmust hove vi

s e g
Ll

Liurrumnbivpen dhors

pigeon,  This dndiecot

sited the aroo,

contd, s ...

ing it become nnre videly inown as the Tlocl:
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FLOCL  PIGEOMS. Then they disappeoarsd again until, during the léols and 13570s,
station hands on isolated sheep and cattle stations reported seoing flucks estimuted
in their thousands rising from the Flinders and kiitchell gross ploins of north-west
wueensland, settlement wes still pushing vestward and as the cottle population grev,
that of the flock pigeon diminished, By the yeer 1200 its disappearance was agein so
cuomplete thaet it was Telt the flock pigeon, if not facing extinction wust be on the
varge of it,

Haturalists pointed out that the extermination of America's passsnger pigecn

2t how guickly and effectively this could be done, The sole surviving passenyer
neon dicd in the Uincinnati Zoclogical Gardens on September 1, 1914, vet as late as
1877 a nesting colony of these Lirds was reported as extending AD lkm with an average
vidth of abkout & lim. Fortunately, America's use of the passenger pigeon as a table
bird - 12 million were sent to Hew York alone in three years - hiad not been repeated
here, Un the ather hand, the poassenger pigeon nested in the safelby of tress whereas
flock pigeons simply lay two eggs on the ground and makes no nest. The damage done by
cattle and horses trampling the eggs on the ground can easily hbe imagined,

It was generallly believed tholt heavy over—stocicing the lond had seo weckenzd the
Flock pigeuns that they no longer had the numbers necessary to survive prolonged
droughts, Oy the 1920s lhey had still not "oappeared. In 1936 br. W.U.K. BacGilli-
vray, @ formef nresident of the Urnithologists' Union sought 1ews of the pigeon in
the parling fiver area ol LGueensland where, in the 1360s, a fiock 4 ki in length had
been scen. lie Tail :d to Tind a single Tlock pigeon. This in“oraation  so intriguod
Roy Hohnlie, o lenal Ltropp er of budgerigers, and his sale AT Gdchmond, thub they de—
cided, in Uctober, %345, to try and obtain some flock pigeons Lo take baclk to the
Brifbﬂne gotanic LGz2rdens They set out by truck from the reilvay at Cloncurry in n.w

wleensland, their COJECtLUG being to be well clear of possiblc (loclk piceon country
before the monsounsl ra‘ns set in. The firat likely place, 02y waterhaole on the
Leichhnrdt fdver, bod eioht dead crocodiles floating on the su~face. Thay concluded
that any sengible lock pigeon would keep cvay Trom drinkinn voere thoroemicht also be

live crocodiles. Thelr next base was on tihe spring-Ted Gregory {liver where brumbies
came Lo water in the Tacing evening light., ~lthough bird 1ife was plentiful, nothing
resemipling the Floall pigz2on was drinking there. The pigoeons s0ill eludod tne treppers,
wha, now turning wvestuar:d, spent some days 2bhsarving wyrlads of emoll bivds dirinicing e

a waterhole in tho gpzn sastoral land on th2 eastern edge of the Larldley Teblelond,

Stoclimen camped nearby told Hohnke that the ssoller birds, mnainly painted Finches
and wdgerigers, had broiien oway from the tyronny of regular brecdino scasons, nesting
twice following pnod railas and not at all in times of droupht. The floch pigeon,
they soid, still held Fest to a system of Following the seeding of grasses upon which
they nested after the summer rains.

Aboul six woeks afier starting out the Lwo trappers comped ear a waterhole knovis
leeally as Ndedfords.  Through binoculars Moy Hohnlie was szed By see six Tlock
pigeans walle gquicldly to the uater's' edge, drink, and fly off, i'uge flocks flew over
the area by day bul only a few stragglers dranlc at the shrinlzing watertole,

Patience waz wll that was nescessary to net five stragglers ior Urisbaneg's
Gardens. Flock Mineons aoparently did not oive in so easily hovever. Ui the return
Journey those ¥ive shy, timid pigeons never jave up hope of regoining their Treedon,
iight and dey they pecked continuously at thz gauze of their cage, 1t vas too much For
the trappers, [leor the (lack liountain on the Gloncurry Niver they relcased them,

Heither Noy Hohnkie nor ALT Ddchmond ever saw @ flockk pigeon again.

l.es Dingham
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