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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTICNS are due on lst January each year, FAMILY $8, SINGLE 3
STUDENT 32.

NEXT MEETING - will be held at the Senior Citizens' Centre, corner Collaery
Avenue & Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow, on Monday, llth February, at 7-30 pm,
GUEST SPEAKER for the evening will be Arnold McGill. Arnold is a Fellow aof the
Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union, and has made a tremendous contribution
to Australian ornitholaogy over many years., His topic for the evening will be
'"Honeyeaters', and members can look faorward to an informative, entertaining and
humaorous talk,

MID-WEEK CUTING. As has been the practice over past years, we will commence
our 1985 activities with a late afternoon outing to Windang.estuary. #e will
meet in the park on the north side at the entrance to Lake Illawarra on
Wednesday, Oth February at Z-30 pm. 2ring a sandwich and a drink and snjoy an
evening of oirdwatching and good Fellowship,

FIELD CUTING - SATURDAY, 15th FEBRUARY. = will be at Canyonleigh on the property
"Coowong" owned by Qr. Hughes. "Coowong” was the lacation of an =arlier I30C
October camp. To get there you travel 15 kim up the Tugalong Road, which turns
ff the Canyonleigh Ad. 9 klms from the intersection with the Hume Highway. We
are meeting at the property gates at 3-30 am, 83ring a carry lunch.

PAYMENT GCF FEES. Fees are now due for the 1985 calender year. These are Family
28, Single 35, and Students 32, Prompt payment of fees is essential to snable
early compilation of our 1985 membershipo list. Any member unfTinancial at time
oT preparation of list will not be included.

IT you have any alteratiocns to your address or telephone No. as shown on
1984 list, please give details to the Secretary.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES. Contriputions to the Newsletter should be posted to P.O.
8ox 38, Fairy Meadow, 2519 N,S.W. or handed direct to Wal Emery. If you have
made an interesting observation, write it down and send it in., It doesn't have
to te a long article, just a paragraph if that's all it takes to tell ycur story.
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DECEMBER FIELD CUTING - GAMABANG, NOWRA,

0n 8th December, 1984, 40+ members enjoyed the last excursiocn for the year,
We met at the home of Barry & Carol Virtus at 8erry at 3 p.m. and drave to
Bamarang, a delightful spaot just south-west of Nowra on the Shoalhaven River
with Sarry leading the groupg.

An exciting couple aof hours was spent firstly doing a detour into the bush
where 3 Olive-vbacked Orioles were observed feseding in a small tree and Rufous
W¥histlers were singing. Haowever, the majority of birds were seen as we walked
along the quiet dirt road which was mainly bordered by tall trees on the south-
ern side and open river flats to the north,

It was .. .iting to watch a Dollarbird flying from tree to tree, and a
Sacred Kingfisher and a Mistle+trebird spent some considerable time resting in
a small ba~: t..2 and gave .aople an excellent opportunity to cbserve these
bDeautiful "irds at very clase guarkers, some for the first time,

Littl - Lori<eets were :coming through the tops of some very high sucalypts
making identifi .ation almost imprssible and very frustrating, Out they were
finally seen .eeding and were then identified along with the Scarlet and Yellow—
tufted Honeyeatars and Qusky Woodswallow, A 8lack-faced Cuckoo Shrike was
seen sitting on a nest,

On the return walk to the cars a male Caommon Koel gave several people some
excitement flying along the river flats making nis less known call aon more tha
ane occasion., A 3lackbird was also neard calling.

A couple of members walked through the grass aon the flats towards a large
and interesting swamp and flushed 5 Latham's Snipe and some Stubble Guail
several times. The swamp proveg very interesting and rewarding with Austral-
asian Grebe, Black-fronted Flover, Grey and Chestnut Teal, 8lack Swan and Pacific
8lack Duck plus aothers.

The drive back to Zerry was also very exciting as 5 Channel-oilled Cuckoos
were seen feeding and flying in and around some figtrees an the Scmaderry Road
and were seen and heard calling by esveryone. The White-bellied Sea-zzgle and
Peregrine Falcon wers also seen by some members along the same road.

On arrival back at the farm we were greeted oy Carcl, Andrew and 10 other
I80C members where we shared the Virtue family's hospitality and the use of
their 8BQ facilities and everycne enjoyed their meal while chatting anrd watching
the full moon rise over the trees,

Just before we were to leave to go spotlighting, the neavens opened and
the evening came to an abrupt end. Many thanks indeed to Barry, Carol and
Andrew for a very happy afternocn and evening which concluded a great year of
cirding in the field for IBOC.

59 species were recorded for the day. Nola Williams
N | Ll B

OECEMBER MEETING.

It was standing room only as 88 members nacked the hall for our December
Christmas social. The President quickly dispensed with the necessary general
business then it was con with the shaow.

'Christmas Countdown' revealed a disturbing relationsnip between a .
respected lady membter and an Irish gentleman., 8y the time the act was over there
was some indecision as to whether we should seek the services of a doctor, a
marriage quidance counsellor or an RSPCA inspector.

In true show business tradition an awkward situation was avertsd oy
switching to a commercial oreak. Ron and Wendy introduced two new products
designed to remove all thaose embarrassing stains which birdos tend to collect.,

A must for every IB0C's laundry in 1398S.

v 3/
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The beautiful 'Parrot Sisters' made their debut on the IBCOC stage. A new
twist to an old song bought sguawks of delight from the audience. 1IBOC talent
scouts ars already negotiating for a return performance in 1985.

QObvicusly the Hales' family thought there were too many yaobbos in the IBQOC
line-up, s0 they decided to demonstrate their idea of culture. I'm sure every
I30C worth their binoculars will try to emulate this nigh standard in the future.

Commercial {time again and Reon Hanks returned with a new pet food on the
market, 'Slow Cat', One suggestion, Ron, if you want to sell it to birdos,
maybe you should change the name tc 'Dead Slow Cat',

The tempa slowed a little as Laurie showed a documentz~; “ilm on the
changing landscape. of the Mudgee distri~t+, *the boyhood hometown of our
illustrious President. Nat the usual birding film we've bslLuw. accustomed to
seeing, although I'm sure thers were th~_._ 'nnamed cuckccs gutside the local
pub.

Cur newer members listened intently tc “ind out Jjust 'What the Hell a
8irdo is'. I'm sure they lesarned gui.2 a b .t as same of the Z.der hands
emerged with a bit of egg on their faces

The annual cird parade as usual produced a good respaonse and showed that
you don't have to look beyond the IBCC membership to find a few rare birds.

Finally Santa's helper produced his 1984 list of misdemesnaurs and the
defaul ters paraded in 'tern' to receive their 'booby' prizes. 1 understand
he has already commenced his 1985 list.

With the frivolity over we adjourned to the serious business of supper.
One member was overheard to remark that it all lcoked too good to eat. Judging
by the empty tables at the end of the evening, it was apparent that the
remaining 37 members did not share this view.

The obviocus success of the evening topped off an equally successful year,
and the committee would like to take this opportunity to thank all members
for their participation and fellowship throughout 1584,

With yaour continued support we will endeavour toc make 1985 an egually

successful year.
4 Wal Emery.

A BIRD 3Y ANY OTHER NAME.

When we read bird stories anrnd reports produced by other clubs, we
occasionally come acraoss an unfamiliar name only to find it beleongs to a quite
familiar bird - 8lack-neckad Stork for Jabiru, Spotted Owl for the Zoobook,
Leatherhead for the Noisy Friarbird and so on. Each bird organisation adopts
a set of bird common names which it sees as btest. We've been using the Readers
Digest names, some clubs use the R.A.0.U recommended names and other clubs
use aother recognised lists or mixtures. There is clearly a need for all of us
to 'speak the same language'., The principal bkird organisation in Australia
is the R.A.0.U. and theirs is the list most followed.

It was with this background that our Club Commitiee resolved that, from
now, we will adopt the "Recommended £nglish Names for Australian 3irds” af the
Royal Australasian Ornithologists' Union, as published in the Emu of May, 1578,
That list shows a common £nglish name for each of our birds, shows also the
scientific name and sets them cut in 2 recognised order.

Because the Readers Oigest names were based on =arlier R.A.0.U. lists,
most of the names in the R,A.0.U's 1978 list are the same as we've been using -
but there are differences. Some of the differences ars trivial and some guite
significant., Hyphens and capitals have bgen added or %taken away, the blue
wrens nave oecome Fairy-wrens, the wWarblers are now Gerygones, most of the
Qotterels are Plovers, the Rock darbler has become an Origma, and so an. The
arder of the birds has changed a little in some claces.,

a Ovca/-ll



We'll use the R,A.0.U, names in the Newsletter, in our Club records and
sc on, Any articles being written for the Newsletter should of course use
these names. There are in the Club library a few copies of the May 1978 Emu,
al though Barbara will sell you your own for abaout 33,

Dave Thomson.

CHANNEL-8ILLED CUCKOOS AT NOWRA.

At 4-30 p.m. on Novemger 14, my attention was drawn.to a hullabalco in my
garden Dy Australian Magpies, Red Wattlebirds and Noisy Friarbirds.
Investigating the cause of all the fuss I. £~ ~d a Channel-billed Cuckoco perched
about 4 metres up in a large gum tree. As this was my first sighting of the
cuckoo I was elat-a at .uch a wonderful v:ow,

However, after abott 5 minutes the 'buzzing' of the 'local mob' became
overbearing and w.th on: loud "“Awk" the cuckog flew off and was Jjoined by its
mate who had appa:-ntl: been sitting unhirassed in a nearby gum. B8oth birds
circled arcund and landed in another gum w. “.n contained the nest of a pair of
wattlebirds. 8oth cuckgos moved to the nest and the female endeavoured to sit
on it. By this time the wattletirds had reached screaming point and I am afraid
sympathy for them overtook my instinct to 'let nature take its course' and I
clapped and shoutad "get off that nest"! At this the cuckoos flew off to a
nearby casuarina, one perched a few metres above the other. 0One bird, which
I took to be the male, broke off a twig and flew dawn next to the female and
gently offered it to her. When the twig wasn't taken he gave a side-kick anca
nearly pushed her off the oranch, causing her to move to anather limb,

After some minutes both birds took off, circled around, and came to rest
in seperats gum trees. The male landed on the opposite side of his tree to a
female and fledgling magpie, thus placing himself between them and his mate who
hed landed in the gum which contained the ‘spent' magpie's nest. The female
cuckoo then stealthily moved through the 'nest' tree until she was on the side
of the trunk blocking her from the magpies view. She slowly worked her way
up until she was in reach of the nest and quickly moved on. However sne only
stayed for a few seconds and Tlew out followed by her mate. They then went
back to the wattlebird!s nest on which she again sat for a faw seconds before
they both took off and left the area, followed by a 'seeing of f' party of
resident ocirds.

The next two days I was away from home during the daylight nhours out at
8 a.m, on the third day the pair of cuckoos arrived back, calling loudly, and
stayed far an hour and a nalf fszeding on a Morston 3ay Fig with only minor
harassment from the resident birds., I was again away {rom nome on day four buu
on day five and day six, (the time of writing), one cuckoo was observed sitting
Quietly in the fig tree, I wonder if it was the male or female,

I certainly had a wonderful 'first' sighting of the Channel-billed Cuckco
al though my observations have left me with a number of queries on the actions

f th [sb! R , _
oT these oirds Diana Wright, Nowra 20/11/84

BIRDSVILLE AND BACK.

The 8irdsville Track isn't a place to be taken lightly, especially for
those who are not familiar with the pgroblems that are associatad with the
isolation of aqutback Australia. The 'track' represents some of the harshest
conditions to be found anywhere in the world,

So after much preparation Ron Imisicges and myself headed off on Sunday
September 12th, 1983 on a journey that few people will ever undertake. It
was to become a regl adventure for Ron and myself.



e considered that 200 species for the trip would be a reascnable total
to aim for. Leaving early in the morning we headed out through Katoomba,
Bathurst and Lucknow for a brief look at the old gold mines of this area., Near
Dubbao we sighted cur first Cockatiels and reaching Nyngan at 5 p.m. we made
camp for the night. Here the severity of the long drought was quite obvious
and it was hard to beliesve we were only on the western plains and not central
Australia.

ATter a good sleep we left Nyngan at 7 a.m, and Ron soon got his first
new bird, a Mallee Ringneck. A little further and we recorded Slue Bonnets and
Crested Bellbirds. QOur next stop, Jjust south of Sourke proved to be very
exciting; Black-backed Fairy-wren, Purple-backed Fairy-wren, Yellow-throated
Miner, Red-capped Robin, 3inging Honeyeater, Southern Whiteface ar- a ‘pair
of Weebills ..esting.

After minor car repairs in Sourke we headed for Cunnamulla. An hou-s walk
170 km. south of Cumnamulla oroduced Inland Thornbills, Striped anc Soin -
cheeked Haoneyeaters, Common 3ronzewing and Mulga Parrot, probably tho prettiest
cf all the parrcts. Upon arrival at Cunnamulla we were saddened to -e~.r of the
death of Monty Shrader a good friend and a most respected birdo.

The next morning we walked araound the towns sewerage treatment works,
always a good place for birdwatchers. Here we found dhite-backed Swallaow,
Australian Crake, Red-necked Avccet, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Spotted 3ower-
bird. 8y midday we had left Cunnamulla and headed for Eulo. Scome 48 km, along
the road we stopped to look argund and had immediatz success finding Chestnut-
breasted GQuail-thrush and Varied Sittellas. 20km., past Euloc we found a party
of Haell's Zebblers while around Lake Bindegolly we added Pink-eared Quck, ¥White-
winged Fairy-wren, and a magnificent females Feregrine Falcon.

In the evening we set up camp at Thargomindan and nere we found Crimson
and Qrange Chats, Wnite-browed Woodswallows anda pair of dark phased Little
Eagles. On Wednesday a Spotted Harrier joined us for breakfast, aftar which
we had our first taste of dirt road as we headed for Guilpies. After lunch in
Quilpie, we set off towards Windorah., Alang the way we saw six Australian
Bustards and a very dark phased Brown Falcon, We spent the rest of the day on
a fruitless searcn for the Inland Dotterel,

Next morning we were visited by a flock of Australian Sustards. They made
a magnificent sight as they wheeled in on their huge wings. From here on the
road deteriorated quite rapidly and the countryside turned to a great sxpanse
of sand and rocky plain. Zither side of the road, red sand dunes and low ridges
were dotted with spinifex bushes and the only birds observed were Crimson and
Orange Chats and the odd Richard's Pipit.

After a fuel stop at Setoota we headed through the gibber olains for
Birdsville, by far the worst section of road an the trip. Wz sventually
arrived 1in 3irdsville sarly that esvening and set up camp on the Diamantina River.

On Friday a walk along the river turned up 150 Plumed Whistling-Oucks,
Glossy Ibils, Marsh Sandoiper, Australian Pratincole and Curlew 3andpiper. After
checking road conditions at the lacal Police station we headed down the 'track'.
About 130 km. south of Sirdsville we came acrass a pair of Gicberbirds right
where one would expect to see them, in the middle of a gibtber desert. The area.
was well described oy the explorer Sourke when he wrote "We have come across a
place that I am sure, on the face of the earth has no egqual". Nothing bdut
stones faor hundreds of kilometres.

Unfortunately it startad to rain and the road guickly turned into a guagmire
and even though we were csguipped with 10 inch wheels it soon became impassible
To stay on the road and eventually we were bogged ta the axles. We decided to
leave it till the morning, and so covered in mud, we tried to get some sleep.

A
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Saturday saw us awaken to a poor dawn chorus but amangst it a most unusual
call. After a brief search we turned up cur first Cinnamon Quail-thrush and
found 3 more before returning to the bogged vehicle. We were underway by 1C-3Cam
and found that the worst of the track was aver and saon reached Sores Lagoon,
Here we listed nearly 40 species including Australian Crake, Marsh and Sharp-
tailed Sandpipers and a Marsh Harrisr,

Abaout 4~30 p.m., next day we arrived in Maree at the end of the track.

e were shocked to Tind that Maree had becaome a ghost town. Later we found
that this was caused By the relocaticon of the railway. We continued on to
3linman and here we spent the night in a nostalgic 140 year old cottage at the
princely sum of $2 a night.

Monday was spent touring around this fine old town which boasts many
magnificent old buildings ~--~v of which are still in use. Tuesday and Wednesday
were spent driving to 8 oken 411, minor car repairs and then off to Kinchega
Naticnal Park. After talxing o John Neavelly, the senior ranger and his wife,
we made camp at campsite No.3f right on the banks of the Darling River and
complete with a pair of L."*t'2 Eagles nesting on the opposite bank.

Next morning we headed off to Lake Cawandilla where we recorded Chestnut-
crowned Sabbler, Chirruping Wedgebill, Australian Shelduck, Australian and
Saillan's Crakes, Little Grassbird, Collared Sparrcwhawk and Freckled Duck.

On returning to our camp we were dismayed to find that something had
stolen our completa supply of lollies. Everything that moved was thoroughly
cursed and the culprit eventually proved to be an Australian Raven nesting
some 200 metres away.

We left the park with a total of 99 species including Ron's Tirst Yellow
Rosella. Next stop was Hattah Lakes and again the severity of the drcought was
clearly visible. Sunday 26th saw an early start off to Sunset country. Here
we Found Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, Rufous-crowned tmu—wren, Crested Sellbird
and a pair of Regent Parrocts. The following day was again spent here and we
added Southern Scrub-robin and Striatsd Grasswren.

Monday atterngon was spent arcund Lake Lakie, Here we found large numbers
OF Red~necked Avocets, 3lack-winged Stilts, Sharp-tailed, Curlew and Marsh
Sandpiper and i#hite-bellied Sea-£agles nesting. We ccncluded our stay at Hattah
with 106 species which surprised baoth of us. '

He left Sunset country on ¥ednesday and headed for Temora in the hope of
finding the Superb Parrot. While freshening up at the Temora Caravan Park, I
found & Black~eared Cuckoo, a bird I had spent many years searching far. A
Brief walk aftaer oreaking camp the next day produced Yellow-tuftad Honeyeatar,
Little Lorikeet and Oiamond Firetail. Heavy rain farced us to leave, but luck
wvas with us when suddenly a pair of beautiful Superb Parrots burst past the ca
and alightad in a dead tree nearby, This was another 'lifer’ for Ron and
brought a big smile to his face.

From hers we headed for nhome and finally picked up cur 200th species when
we found a Spotted Pardalotes at Paddy's Qiver., Here we also added dWhite—throated
Gerygone and Crested Shrike—-tit to finisn up with 218 specizs for the trip.

Ban Tinished with 42 lifers and I added 3 to my life list.

Lindsay E. Smith,




ILLAYARRA ZSIRD CBSERVERS' CLUB

PROGRAM FCR 198S.

Hed. ©th February 5.30 pm Quting
Mon, 1lth February 7.30 pm Meeting
Sat, loth February 3,20 am Quting
Mcn., llth March 7,30pm Meeting
Sun 17th March 9.C0am Quting

Fri, Sth Aporil - Sun l4th Eastar Camp

Man. 15th April 7.230pm Meeting
Sat. 20th April 9.00am J.%ing
Sat. 4th May &5.00pm ~.2m Night
Mon., 13th May 7.30pm Mes ting

Sun., 19th May 7.00am -
Sat, 25th May-Sun 26th

Coech Trip

Sat. lst June

Sat. lst June 5.00pm Film Night
Mon., 10th June 7.20pm Meeting
Sat 15th June 8.0Cam Quting

Sat. 29th June 6.00pm Film Night
Sat. &8th July 9.30am Quting
Man. 8th July 7.30pm Meeting
Sat, 13th July - Sun, l11th August

Mon, 12th August 7.30pm Meeting
Sat. 17th August 5.00pm Film Night
Sun. 18th August 3.20am Quting
Mon., 9th September 7.30pm Meeting
Sat. 1l4th September 3.00am Quting

Fri. 4th October - Monday 7th. Family Camp
Fri. 18th October - Monday 2lst Camp

Sat. 2nd November
Mon, 1llth November 7.30pm Meeting

Sun. 17th Naovember 3, 30am Cuting

Sat 7th December 3,00pm
Mon, Zth December 7,30pm

Kakadu Coach Trip

Windang tstuary
Arnold McGill Q.A.M.- Honeyeaters
Canyonlaigh

tephen Wilson ~ Raptors
Sassafras

Macguarie Marshes.
Members Night
Meryla Pass

Rabinson.ts

Mt. Victoria - Honeyeater Migration

R....0.U. Scientific Day - Wollongong

Autumn 8ird Count

Hales!

Dick Turner - Tree Identification
Cambarton

Emery's

Jervis Bay .
Alan Sefton - John QJouglas Gibson -

His 1life & His Work.

David Fischer - 2irds of Casta Rica
Williams'
Wingecarribee Swamo

Athol Colemane - Nests, £ggs &
Yaoung.

Yellow Rock

Conjola

Numeralla

Spring 8ird Count

Naorm Robinsaon - Mammals of
Illawarra

‘Corrimal Escarpment

Christmas Sarbeque Hoskins Reserve, dowral
Christmas Meeting

Note that the timing of events around Easter and July/August are a little
different to other years because of the date of Easter and becausa of the
Kakadu trip. Note also that at the Naovember meeting we conduct our orief
Annual General Meeting and elect our principal office-bearsrs for 1586,
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NEXT MEETING - will be held at the Senior Citizens' Centre, cnr. Colleery Avenue
and Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow, on Monday 1lth March at 7-30pm,

Our Guest Speaker for the evening will be Stephen Wilson, Stephen will talk to
us about raptors, This will be & great chance for members to increase their
krnowledge of this difficult end complex group of birds with their many and

varied plumage phases.

FIELD OUTING - Sundey, 17th March., Will be to Sassafras which is south of Nowre.
We will meet on the main Nerrige Road 8klm, west of Tianjara Fells at S-00am,

The meeting place is on the top of & hill with & large shed on the left-hand side.
We will then drive & few klms in off the main road. Bring & cerry lunch. The
walk 1s through a variety of habitats., Some of the highlights seen on the
reconnaissance walk included Turguiose Parrot, Common Bronzewing, White-throated
Needletail, Southern Emu-wren, QOrigma, Chestnut-rumped Hylacola, Crescent
Honeyeater, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater and Beautiful Firetail,

— EASTER CAMP, Friday 5th tc Sunday 14th April, QOur camp this Easter will be to
the Macgusarie Marsnes in north western N.S.W. Members will recall this area was
the subject of an excellent telk given to us last August by Alan Maorris. At
this stage it appears we will be camping on & stock route ealongside the Macguarie
River and travelling shart distances to interesting places within the Marshes.
Exact detalls &nd maps will be printed in the April newsletter.

COACH TRIF - Sungey 12th May. The coach will leave the County Council Car Fark,
EBridge Street, Coniston at 7-00am., We wiil travel to Wt, Victorie expecting to
errive there between 10-00am ang 10-30am, Here we will spenc ¢ to 2 hours
otserving honeyezters as they move norithwarc acrsse the range on thelir winter
migretion., ¥%e will then return tc Glenbrcox in the Blue Mountains Nationel Fark,
where we will partake of e lete lunch anc & walk throupgh the parx before returning
to wWollongong &t ecproximately 6&-00pm., The cost will be §.0 adults anc §3
children, Please Note - this is our May Fielao Juting.
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R.A,0.U. SCIENTIFIC DAY. The Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union has
chosen Wollongong as the location for its 1985 Scientific Day.

It will be held et the University of Wollongong on Saturday 25th May and
is expected to attract up to 150 people from many parts of Australia., Our
club has been asked to provide morning and afternocon teas and essist with the
registration of those attending the lectures.,

On the Sunday we will be guiding groups on two helf day and one full day
outing, To ensure the success of this weekend we will require the services of
up to thirty volunteers for all or part of the weekend, 1If you are able to
assist with either the manning of the tebles or by attending the walks, please
contact Dave Thomson,

MEMBERSHIP LIST, The 1985 membership list will be included in the next
newsletter., Only financial members will be included in the list., 1f you have
had any change to your address or telephone No., since the publication of the
lest list please give the deteils to the Secretary,

MID-WEEK OUTING TO WINDANG.

For 1.B.0.C. the year 1985 got off to a good start, with 35 members
attending our annual afterncon outing to Windang.

The weather was & typicel summer efterncon with & strong nerth-east wind
sweeping over the area, and bright sunlight,

Some good sightings were made on our welk to the entrance to the lake.
Bar-teiled Godwits lined the near shore of the lake, with Silver Gulls and &
few Crested Terns. A little further on 40 Little Terns were on & sand bar
and at the entrance looking over the ocean & few Australasian Gannet were
observed., On our way back a group of about 40 Red-capped Plover were sighted
on the beach.

We finished the walk at 7-30pm. with a small total of 11 species observed.

H, wWard.

FEBRUARY MEETING.

Any lecture given by Arnold McGill is an exciting and rewarding experience,
and the lecture on honeyeaters et the last meeting was no exception. In the
limited time available and with the assistance of many excellent slides, we
were taken from the smallest honeyeater to the largest with & continuous
commentary of personal experiences, Where difficulties or conflict in the
classificaetion of some birds arose these were highlighted and briefly
commented on,

Arnold stated that honeyeeters can be characterized as having e proclonged
tongue which protudes beyond the beak and is curled on the edges near the base,
It is divided into four parts &t the tip end each part is then frayed into &
brush with which the bird reaches the necter. They are considered the most
typical of e&ll Australian birds and are found in all areas of the continent
from the most arid parts to the tropicel rainforests.

A slide was shown of the Brown Honeyeeter with comments on its distribution
and abundance in the Sydney region, The Dusky Honeyeater was shown to pe the
odd member of the group, beceuss of it's drat plumage, wnen compared with it'e
close relatives, the Reo-heaaec enc Scarlet.

The slide of the Black Honeyeater prom-oted Arnalc to tell the tale of
David Johnston digging & well in the Pillige during & drougnt to produce the
only water for 20 miles eround. The use of & hide anc e stretegicelly placed
tranch gave excellent photographic conditions.
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The Black Honeyeater slide was one of many taken from the hide., A
characteristic of this bird is that it usually builds its nest in & dead bush
close to the ground. The Pied Honeyeater has been grouped with the Black
Honeyeater but the very different behaviour of the two birds in Arnold's
opinion makes this relationship doubtful.

Arnold continued on with slides of the Painted and Regent Honeyeater
discussing their irregular movements end feeding habits. He expressed his
thoughts on the beauty of the plumage of the Regent Honeyeaters. His knowledge
and expertise was evident as he progressed through the group talking freely
and canvincingly without the aid of notes., The coverage of the White-eared
Honeyeater was amusing as he discussed the many times he had involuntarily
contributed some of his hair to this species for nesting materiel.

Arnold reported & personal experience in the 1940's when he observed the
migration of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters intermixed with White-naped Honeyeaters
during a holiday he took in the Blue Mountains, He estimated that 1,000 birds
an hour were migrating continuously for & period of 17 days.

I'm sure I.8.0.C. members will be hoping for a similiar experience when
they take their coach trip in May.

An interesting species discussed was the Strong-billed Honeyeater. Found
only in Tasmania, this species appears to have adapted its life-style to fill
the gap left by the absence of treecreepers and sittellas, choosing to probe
the bark of trees for its main source of food.

Paerticular interest was shown in the closely related Bar-breasted and
Brown-backed Honeyeaters. These birds are unusual in that they are the only
twe honeyeaters that bullc domed nests., A slide showing & Blue-faced Honeyeater
nesting in an old babblers nest after & little restoration waork elsoc attracted
great interest.

The lecture concluded with & slide showing the distribution of honeyeaters
in the Pacific area, illustrating that New Guinea and Australie are the main
locations to find honeyeaters. If & line is drawn to include places such &s
New Zealand which has only three honeyeaters, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa, Hawii and along
the Wallace line then &ll the honeyeaters are snclosed in that area, There is
only one exception to this and that bird occurs in Beli. The honeyeaters in
Hawii are now largely extinct with one particular honeyeater being regarded
as the rarest bird on earth,

Thanks once again Arnold, for an informative and enjoyable evening.

Ron Simcock.

FIELD OUTING = CANYONLEIGH SATURDAY, 16-2-85,

Forty one members met at the gate of the property "Coowong” ownec by Dr,
Hughes, the location of & previous 1,B.0.C Camp over the Uctober long weekend.
The day was hot anc windy and 1 was surprised to see just how dry the

grouncd was, it looks a&s if it hasn't reinec in the ares for & long time. We

set off on our weik in the direction of & dry creek. A good sighting of &
Rufous Fantail wes made as we progressed gown the gully, eilong with the usuel
species you expect to fing in this habitet, Brown anc Strieted Thornbill, Rufous
wWnistler encd Reo-browec Firetzsil etc. A little furtner down the gully & peir

of Spotted wuall-thrush were sightec plus an QOrigme anc & flock.of White—-wingec
Cnougns,

A Tew klms, further on we came upon & farm dam where we saw & number of
wzterairgs, Little Brebe, turasien Coot, Hardneads, Manec Duck eano Erey Tesl
with Piec end Little Pieg Cormorants roostinc along the benxk, We hac & good
sighting of the Sacrec Kingfisher sitting on & fence neaer the edge of the dam.

A few yards further on we decided tc have our lunch under some shady trees,
while one of our members thought the water looked good and COCl, sc decided to
go in for & swim, Moving on, we walked over the hilly terrein in the direction
of the road leaaoing back toc the cars some 3 klms. distant, and on the way,
sightings were made of Diemond Fireteils, Dusky Woodswallow anc Common Sronze-
wing.
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Sitting under some shady trees we looked back to where we had been, it was
e lovely view and some farmhouses could be seen on the next hill,
Some of our members who felt the effects of the heat were driven back to
the cars, When the various lists were compared, & totel of 50 spec1es of
birds had been observed for the day.
Ron Hanks.

THE PERILS OF THE PARROT SISTERS.

We had been tald about the presence of a pair of Australian Crakes on
Killelea Swamp and so, Margeret Parkinson and 1 decided to see them for our-
selves that afternoon.

On the walk down to the swamp we saw the usual Superb Fairy-wrens, Red-
browed Firetails and Eastern Yellow Robin, We approached from the western side
and the minute we became visible scores of ducks stampeded into the air and
made for a spot where they felt safer. Margaret and I settled down in & hollow
close to the lake edge and enjoyed & sandwich and coffee whilst scanning the
muddy foreshores for the crakes.

Spotting & small bird on the western side of the swamp, we walked in & wide
arc to avoid scaring some grazing cattle, as they were close to where we had
seen the bird. After five minutes of observation we found our crake, QOur
delight however, was short lived as & celf had wandered into the swamp and coul
not find its way back from under & barbed wire fence. His frantic mooing
frightened the crake which took cover im & clump of reeds, Margaret and I
waited patiently, the calf having rescued itself, for the crake toc reappear.
Ten minutes went by and so I waded out into the mug to see if it was feeding
where it could not be seen. 1 happened to stand right next to the spot where
the crake was hiding., All this was toc much and he took off and made for the
middle of the swamp,

I noticed we had been Jjoined by & group of horses that had been grazing
some distance away. MWargaret had seen another small bird asbout 15 yards away
and we stealthily crept closer. An Australian Crake! We were overjoyed,

I was just focusing my binoculers when 1 felt & nudge on my elbow, A horse
was nuzzling me as though to say "What have you got for me to sat?"

He then proceeded to chew the sleeve of my Jjumper. Another haorse decidec
the back of Margaret's neck looked like a tasty morsel end his big lips munchecd
on her hair and collar., Our laughter scared the crake into hiding and we
decided to aebandon our efforts to birdwatch,

By the way, Margaret is still trying to convince Allan that those bite
marks on her neck reelly did come from & horse.

Denise Strickland.

WETLANDS IN THE ALC.T.

During the weekenc of the 12/13th January, 198% & visit was mede to &
number of wetland habitat areas in the Austrelian Capitol Territory. These

were tne Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve (40 km by road south of Canberrs), the
Jerrabomserra wetlends (between Lake Burley Griffin end Fyshwick) and Lake
Ginningderre (in Belconnon to the narth-west of Canberra City).

A totel of 30 watertird species were observes in these areas, with &
furtner tnree species intrccguces, but ot netive to , the Tinbintille Reserve
watersirc enclosures, anc the Clamorcus Reeo—-Warbler anc Bolder—headed Cisticole
oringing the totel wetland bird species tc 38.

Lake Ginninderre hes little edge vezetstion associaetec wi i
and few waterbirds were observed here. The most common species bei
Silver Gull and Eurasian Coot.
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The Tidbinbille Nature Reserve waterbird enclosures besides being used
for breeding and other research on waterbirds is & good area for wild waterbirds,
particularly as the A.C.T. has so few wetland habitet areas. The three species
introduced to the reserve which were seen were the Black-necked Stork, Cepe
Barren Goose and Magpie Goose, Many other common waterbirds were alsc seen here
(see list below),

The most interesting, and possibly the 'best' wetland area in the A.C.T., is
the Jerrabomberra Wetlands, which is almost in ganberra itself, Many species
were present here end some unusual sightings were made. GBood sightings of
Australian Crake were obtained on the two visits to the area, on the second
morning seven were observed feeding elong the edges of reed beds. Other
interesting species seen, particularly for Illawarra observers, were Red—kneed
Dotterel, Black-fronted Plover, a Glossy Ibis and some 25 Australian Shelduck,
Three species of cormorant, three heron end the two spoonbill species were also
seen, Five species of duck were present, the most common being the Pacific Black
Duck, A pood view was also obteined of the Latham's Snipe.

All these wetlands are easily accessible and are well worth a visit when
in the Canberra area. The waterbird species seen at each location were as
follows (T - Tidbinbilla, J - Jerrabomberra, G - Ginninderre):

Australasian Grebe ( T, G) Australian Pelican (T) Little Black Cormorant
(J) Breat Cormorant (J) Little Pied Cormorant (J) Pacific Heron (J) White-faced
Heron (J) Breat Egret (J) Rufous Night Heron (J) Black-Necked Stark (T) Straw-
necked Ibis (T,J) Royal Spoonbill (J) Yellow-billed Spoonbill (J) Cape Barren
Goose (T) Black Swan (T) Australian Shelduck (T,J) Pacific Black Duck (T,J)
Grey Teal (T,J,G) Chestnut Teal (T) Australasian Shoveler (J) Maned Duck (T,J,G)
Magpie Goose (T) Australian Crake (J) Dusky Moorhen (T,J) Purple Swamphen (J)
Masked Lepwing (J,G) Eurasian Coot (T,J,G) Red-kneed Dotterel (J) Black-fronted
Plover (T,J) Black-winged Stilt (J) Lathem's Snipe (J) Silver Gull (J,G)
Clamorous Reed-Werbler (T,J) Galden —headec Cisticala (J) Blossy Ibis (J).

Kevin Mills.

PLAINS WANDERER AND MORE.

At the invitstion of Phil Maher, from Deniliguin, Chris Chafer and I
decidec to spend e few gdays in the Deniliquin area, to look for the Plains-
wanderer and Red-chested Button—-guail.

The drive down to Deniligquin was guite pleasant, with some interesting
sightings along the way. South of Goulburn, on the Hume Highway near Yarra, we
observed & flock of 150+ Whiskered Tern. They appeared to be feeding in the
open paddock area, at the side of the highway. I can only assume that they were
feeding on grasshoppers or other insects.

A little further south, near Breadelbane we were very fortunete to witness
& pair of Peregrine Falcons pass e Galah in fliight. This entailed one bird
turning on its beck and snatching the Galah from its mates talons,

On our sarrivel at Denilicuin we checked in at the locel carevan park anc
headed off to meet Phil., After telking with Phil, we founc out what interesting
birds were present in the area, Wwe slsc made errangements to visit the local
seltwarks anc spotlighting for the elusive Plains-wanderer. Witn ail the necessary
plans mage, we set out tc some of the locel 'not spote', An &fternoons birding
turnec ug some inmteresti ies, these includec Paintec mOneyestler, Black-
earec Cuckoo anc Spoiles .

Fridey 1li-1-3Z. V¥e . Pnhil ug &t o-00&m and heagec out to the salt
. 0On our errivel at the s&litworks, we founc thousands of ducks, Orey Tesal
ailian Shelduck Hardnead, Pink-eared Duck anc about 30 Freckled Duck.
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Some of the salt pans had been drained, making conditions fdeal for waders,
which were here in thousands, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Red-capped Plover were
most ebundant, here we also observed e flock of 100+ Marsh Sandpiper, most
unusual, Large numbers of Red-necked Avocet and Black-winged Stilt were a&lso
present here, along with a flock of 500+ Whiskered Tern,

Gull-billed Tern were breeding here in a calony of 130+ pairs with eggs
and young at various stages of development. In all we visited 3 Gull-billed
Tern colonies, which consisted of & total of 500+ pairs.

We returned to Deniliquin in the afterncon, to rest up before heading out
to Boonake Station at 7-30pm., to search for the Plains-wanderer. For the purpose
of cetching these unique birds, we used Phil's Mezde ute. The ute has a large
spotlight mounted on the roof and is swivelled from inside the cabin.

On our arrival st the black sandhill paddock on Boonake Stetion, we flushed
& single bird from in front of the ute., The white windows in the wings showed
clearly as it rose from the ground. Once darkness had set in, we began spotlight-
ing. This entailed driving arcund in circles in areas of suitable habitat., Once
a bird was spotted in the light it was simply & matter of catching it in a net,
However if the bird flushed, then the chase was on.

1 can assure you that the chase is very exciting and not for the faint
hearted. The chase entails driving at speeds up to 80km/hour and keeping the
bird in the spotlight, meanwhile dodging obstacles such as sheep, bushes and
steel maker posts. During the evening we managed to cagture and band 3 of these
unusual birds. We had to give up the chase on 4 more which managed to elude our
attempts to capture them,

During the night we also captured Little Button-quail, Red-chested Button-
guail and Stubble Gusil. 0On our return trip to Deniliguin we observed several
Barn Owls along the road.

Next day it was off to Hazeldean, & property just south of Deniliguin.,

Here we visited & colony of Pacific Heron and Little Pied Cormorants. Some of
the bircd species seen were; Plumed Whistling Duck 150+, Red-kneed Dotterel,
White-breasted Woodswallow and Long-billed Corells.

A stop at the old sand guarry on our way back to town revealed the presence
of Baillon's Crake, White-backed Swallow and Little Bittern.

I would like to thank Phil for & most exciting and interesting weekends
birding.

Lindsay E. Smith.

VISIT THE BCTANIC GARDENS - WE CAN RECOMMEND IT.

On Sunday 13th January we went to the Botanic Gardens in Sydney for a
family picnic with no thoughts of birdwatching in our minds.

The main aim of the dey was to see the May Gibbs exhibition which was most
enjoyable anc brought back many happy childhood memories tc some of the grougs.
However, as some of our grandchildren were with us, their aim was toc feec tne
ducks - & very popular pastime,.

On the walk to tne aquck pond we were very surprisec tc see & Sacrec Ibis
perchec on the edge of & garbege tin ancd on arriving at the duck pono we Were
EVEN mMare surorisec to see several Sacred Ibis sitting on top of the pelm trees
growing on the islang in the migddie of the pond. Tnen we noticec e nest on one
of tnese trees with Z immature birgs who cot very excitez when one of the perentes
errivec with food, we were amzzez!

The feilowing week an article eppearsc in the Sydney Morning heraicd, written
by Joseph Glascott their environment writer, anc 1 cuocte;

"The heart o7 Syaney hes become & nesting plece for & rookery of ibis bir
The birds, normally found on isolated coastal ang inlanc weterways, have foung
& home in the Botanic Gardens.,
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In the shadow of high-rise towers and amid the busy scene of garden visitors
and lunchtime joggers, the birds have created a prolific breeding ground.

Since the first pair arrived at the Botanic Gardens lagoon in the early
1980's, the rookery has increased to more than 50,

This summer, the poenix or date palms on the lagoon islands are elive with
ibis and their young.

Yesterday, the chicks were being fed by their parents or were stretching
their wings ready for flight.

Mr, Ed Wilson, public relaetions officer for the Botanic Gardens, said 'It
is most unusuel to find ibis breeding in settled areas let alone the centre of
Sydney. It appears they have come to the Botanic Gardens because it is & safe
haven from predators such as caets and rats. In the inland the birds feed on
insects, but here they find food scraps and they often seem to be scavenging
garbage bins,

The ibis is & long-legged bird with white and grey feathers and a long
curved bill., The Botanic Garden birds however seem to have & dirty grey calour
which may result from the City smog:". ’

We have a friend who works for the Sydney Morning Heralc and who is
responsible for sending me the above article and also for many of the articles
that appear on our notice board, he tells me the herald has it's own bird-
watching group of about 14 very active members,

The following weekend we paid & visit to the Wollongong Botenic Gardens,
once more with the grandchildren to feed the ducks,

On this occesion we were rewearded with very close views of several different
types of duck, some of the "Heinze" variety, but especielly our own native Pacific
Black Duck as it came out of the water and right up to our feet to get the bread.

A lerge flock of Maned Duck were feeding on the grassy bank on the opposite
side of the pond and of course, several Silver Gulls were nearby all the time
squabbling over the pieces of bread. It is interesting to note what a beautiful
bird the clean fully matured Silver Gull really is with its Persil white head
end body, black-tipped silver grey wings and red beak, legs anc eye-ring. t is
such & common bird to us that we often tend to overlook it.

Orn both occasions we had & thoroughly enjoyable dey as the sun was shining
anc we enjoyed the atmosphere of the family picnic, the activities on Sydney
Harbour on the first occasion and the beauty of Mt., Keira and the pink, lemon
ana white water lillies on the pond on the second day, with the unexpected bonus
of some pleasant bird watching thrown in for good measure!

Leurie & Nolae Williams,

CORMORANTS AND EELS. (IT DOESN'T PAY TO BITE OF MORE THAN YOU CAN CHEW!)

Wnile observing ducks &t Killelee Lagoon I noticed & Little Pied Cormorant
struggling with a 3ft. eel. It had the eel midway a&long it's length anc
gppeared to be trying to kill it by shaking, but the weight kept dregging the
bird's heed under the weter only to come ug apein still shaking., Then the eel
wrappec it's body about the bird's head and they botn went under, I watchec the
spot Tar another S minutes or so but neither the cormorant or the eel appearec
agein,

Cnris Erandis.,

During a&n afternoon outing tc Kurnell, 1 cbhserved T Cormzsrent surface
off shore with & struggling eel. Tne eel was &l leesst 1ong as the cormorant,
enc egqusl in giameter to the bircd's neck., I thought to mysslf 'Goof cetch mete,
but what are you going to do with it',

The cormorant releasec its crip on the eels body anc guickly took hold of
grcunc the gill area.apperently trying to choke it,
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During the next few minutes as the eel reduced its struggling,

dropped it on the water and retrieved it several times,

it,

e 25% increase in its weight.

the bird

then proceeded to swallow

I was amazed to see this large eel disappear down the cormorant's throat,
and even more amazed to see it take off & couple of minutes leter with st least

Wal Emery,
INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FOR DECEMBER, 1984, & JANUARY, FEBRUARY, 198S5.

Status uncommon,

Scarce and Rare within the County of Camden,
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Crescent Honeyeater
Logrunner

Common Koel

Satin Flycatcher
Cicadabird

Common Koel

Ruddy Turnstone
Restless Flycatcher
Buff-banded Rail
Glossy Ibis

Figbird
Black-winged Stilt
Australian Crake
Reo-kneec Dotterel
Baillon's Crake
Terek Sandpiper

C Dollarbird

Rufous Fantail

Flame Rocin

Scarlet Robin
Beautiful Firetail
Little Tern with Chick
Cicadabird
Channel-billed Cuckoc
Barn Dwl

Large Sanc Plover
Satin Flycatcher
Rainbow Bee—eater
jottled Petrel

Australian Brush-turkey
Striated Heron
Black Bittern

Grey Goshawk (White Phase

Greenshank
Austrelian Hobby
White-headed Pigeon
Logcrunner

hzrsh Herrier
Streakez Shearwzter
Gould's FPetrel
Long-teilec Jeeger
Sooty Tern
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Fitzroy Falls
Woononea Heights

" "
n 11
Mt.
Bellambi Point
Lake South
Lake South
Albion Park
Killalea

"

Killaelea Swamp

n

Pleasant

Windang

Corrimal

"

Jamberoo
Jamberoos
Gerringong Falls
Coniston Beach
Marshall Mount
Bomaderry

Bass Point
Comerong Island
Puckey's Reserve
Goodmans Ford
Beachwashed, Pt. Kemtl

Mt., Keira Scout Camg
Towradsi Creek
Balgownie

"

Lake South
Bleckbutt

Corrima. Escarpment

Ll "

Robertson
Continen tal Snelf off
wcilongong,

" "

" "

31-12-84
l14~12-84
14~12-84
25-12-84
4=12-84
13 1-85
19-1-85
S-2-85
259-1-85
28-1-85
15-12~-84
23-1-85
S-1-85
5-1-85
5-1-85
22-12-84
30-1-85
27-1-85
18-1-85
16~1-82
18-1-E&%
1-2-85
B-12-84
11-12-84
13-12-84
22-12=-84
1-2-85
31-12-8¢
e

l6-12-64
15-1-85
25-1-82
20-1-82
7-2=-82
25-1-82
14-2~8Z2
17-2-82
17-2-82
1o-2-82

K, Mills

D. Thomson

V. Parkinson

L. E. Smith

B & P McKXinlay

R, Almond

A G A Knowlson
C. Cheafer

D. Fischer
R. Fielding

"Heles Family

W & H Emery

W, Emery
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BIRD -
QBSERVERS THE CIRCULAR OF THE ILLAWARRA BIARD OSSERAVERS' CLUS

cLus . ,
Registered oy Aust. Pczt Publication No NBH 3848,

POSTAL ADDRESS P,C. 3CX S6 FAIRY MEADOW NSW 2519,

CLUB MOTTC PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
"One Good Tern Cave Thomson Hazel Emery Aon Almond
Oeserves Ancther” 84 Mt. Pleasant Rd. &3 Dymock St. 2 Shoobert Cres.
: SALGCOWNIE N3W 2515 SALGCWNIE NSW 2515 KEIRAVILLE NSW 2500
84-2876 24-013% 25-3812
CLUB'S AIM: To Jjoin together peopls with a common interest whe wish ta further

their knowledge and enjoyment of the tirdlife around them,

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS are due on lst January each year, FAMILY 38, SINGLE 35
STUDENT 3%2.

NEXT MEETING - will be neld at the Senior Citizens' Centrs, cnr Ccllaer

Avenue and Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow on Mancay 15th April at 7-30pm.

Please Ncta, due to the fastar camp, this meeting is on the third Monday of the
month not the second Monday as is the narmal oractice, It is gur annual member
night and all members are invitad to make a contribution to the programme, This
can take the form of slides of birds, field cutings, camps or nclidays associatad
with oirding. Crafts, ncbikies, dird calls or just a shart summary 9T an
interesting olace you have visited. Yaur contributions will ensure a succasstul
evening.

[9)]

FIELD CUTING - Saturcay 20th April will be to Meryla Pass. The meeting olace
Tor this outing will be at the T intersection with the Illawarra Highway
marked Fitzroy Falls, Nowra Route 79. Note this intersection is not the cross
rcads marked 3cwral, Fitzroy Falls, Nowra, It is 4.4 klms west cf there and
17.9 klms nast the Roktertson Hotel,

ileryla Pass is the route the early settlers travellsd Trcm Moss Vales to

Kangarao Valley. It is now cut by the backwaters of the Tallawa Dam, The area
nas habitats of sandstone neath, raintarest and wet sclercphyll. Zring & carry
lunch.

-

CCACH TRIP-~ to Mt. Victoria & 2lue Mountains National Park, Plsase MNcte change

to details as orintad in March Newslstter., The trip will now g on 3Saturday 138th
May not 3unday 19th. After viewing the noneyeaters at Mt. Victoria we will return
to Wentworth Falls not Glenbrook as previously statsd. Access to this area has
proved too difficult for the limited time we will have availabls in the arterncon.
Cost will be Adults 310, Children 33 payable at April meeting. 3Seats will ke
allocated on a First paid basis.

MEMBERSHIP LIST. The anclcosed memGership list contains the names and addresses

af 2ll financial members as of 25th March, 1985, It is used as a mailing list

for the circulation of the newslastter to members., Plszase check! If your name

does not appear on this list you are unfinancial and ycu will nct receive any

further newsletters till payment of F=2es ars made ta the Treasurer, Ron Almond.
N

Subscriptions ars Adulis 33, Chiloren 33 and 3tudents 32.
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EASTER CAWP - 4th ta 13th APRIL - MACIZUARIZ MARSHES.

de'll nave the usual convenienzes - toilet and hot shower. e axpect
pleanty of shower/washing water Qut bring your awn drinking water. Nearest 2lacs
for orovisions is suambone, about 30 kms, de'rs camping on a travelling sTock=-
route about 11 km north of the Suambone “Oad and running ostween the tlarren ta
Carinda rcad and the Macguarie River -~ we'll put ug an I. a 0.0, sign cn the rcad.

o

The Tirst campers =2re expected late aftsrnoon Thursday ﬂth April., Sest
routs  2agpears to be Bathurst, Dubbo, Nevertire, Jarrsn and straight up to the
camp - oitumen all the way. L2t Hazel or Dave <rnow 1f you're coming,
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WMARCH MEETING.

from the Department of Acriculture and
ld gave a lively and inTormative talk an
prey and Talconry taechnigues sametimes

OQur March speakear Stephen ‘iilson
Veterinary Research 3tation at Glenfi
the rehabilitation of injured birds o
used in achieving this.

Stephen has nad an interest in raptors Tor the past 7 years and has deen
working with them for the cast & years. He startsd his career with the banding
of immature raptors at Glenftisld and is gresently involved with the study of
olood parasites in these birds. BSirds of orey are affectad by round, tape and
thrzad worms and also the less cammon thorny headed warm, tephen descriped an
incident where a male hawk was in intense oain but, luckily an overseas expert
was present and so they were able to diagnose and effectively treat the gresance
of this oarasite.

Staphen admittad that ne is no grsat chotographer dut had many wondertul
slides of raptors given to him oy the Cuppers cof "Hawks in Faocus" Tame. e
worikad with the Cuppers in 1982 aon a documentary called "Huntars of the Skies'
which they Tilmed together at AMildura,

5tepnen showed us slides ofa 3rown Gashawk that had matad with a whites phase
Grey Goshawk to produce 3 brown chicks and one grsy chick. Another slide was aof
& Black-breastzd Suzzard raising an Australian Kestrel chick. The theory is
that when the buzzard brought back an uninjured kestrel chick to fsed to its
own chicks, the kastrel adopted a begging ocse and arcused the materrnal instincts
af the ouzzard.

de also saw slides of the rare Square-tailesd Kits, the Red Gosnawk, Grey
Falcen and Pacific 3aza.

Stephen visitad Lehore in Pakistan where there is a tradition of falconry.
The not so kind methods of training and tracping birds were 2xclained to us.
Pakistan Falconers sell their hirds to rich Arabs for up to 33000 =ach. Staphen
talked about natural attrition in cirds of orey. There is a a0 - 70% natural
attrition in the Tirst year of development, 20% in the second year and by the
third year birds are usually mature =naugh tc survive., 3irds of arey are on the
decrease as they nave many new dangers to contend with. Man encroaching on
Thelr environment, the heavy usage of ‘pesticides and hoodlums who trzp and shoot
are all contricuting to the decline in numbers.

Cephen gave us neart by showing slides of same of the otirds that they
l=2 to nurse zack to health and relesase in the wild. It is good to know
gre ar= pgeopls dedicated to the preservaticon of these beautiful oirds.
thanks to 3tephen Wilson for such an interesting insight into his work.
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Denise 3trickland.

MARCH FIELD CUTING- 3unday 17th March,

After a dusty oumpy trip from Nowra, 31 members gathered at 3Sassatras at

5-CCam, on 3unday, 17th March. e then drove a Tew kilaometres down & rough bush
track tTo a farest area wherz the cars were parkad. Thne occuoants of the leading
vehicles were rortunatse to observe a pair of Spotited quail-thrush crossing the

track. In the few minutes spent around the cars, Magpies, Kookaburras, Australian
Ravens, Yellow-tailed. 3lack Cockatoos Gang-gangs and a 3atin Flycatcher wers seen
or neard as well as a 3Jpotted Pardalote and a Chestnut-rumped Hylacola.

The day was warm and slightly agvercast with a cool oreeze, ideal for walkers
and Tor birds. As we moved along the track in the forest we noticed Crimson

Acsellas, Golden iihistlers, Grey Fantails and & Scarlet RAcbin. e also had good
sightings of aFan~tailed and Shining Bronze Cuckoo., In the same area three Tree-
regpers - linite-throated, Rec-bdrowed and 3rown were coserved,

Sy morning tesa-break we nad moved from the forest to an arsa of open heath—
land and as we drank our cuppa a 3rown Falcon soared overhead while Jdelcom Swallaows
Tree Martins, Fork-tailed Swifts and dhite-throated Needletails Tlew about.
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The heath area was the home of the haneyeaters. Theres were many New Hollands
and we found three nests in low ti-tree not more than a metre from the ground.
Gne had three =2ggs and the athers twa.

Wle were able to get a clase look at a Tawny—crowned -ioneyeatesr as she
circled her nest with food in her beak. Eventually shne oraved the watchers and
Ted her two young in a nest in a hakea tush only half a metre from the ground.

Qur lunch was taken on a little rccky knoll with a2 magnificant view of the
garge area in the foresground, Jervis Zay and Pcint Perpendicular in the distancs
to the east and Pigecn House Mountain way tc the sauth.

The maost exciting find of the day was Calamanthus aor in cld terms, the Fielc-
wren, This was a first sighting for the clut and Pizzey says Sassafras is the
northern—-most fringe of its range.

Cn the return walk both male and female Scarlet and Flame Raobins were
watched as they maoved abcout just a few metrss ahead.

In all 43 bpirds were seen on a very gleasant walk tut I'm surzs we would
all be nopeful that the move to up-grade the Nowra-Zrzidwood rcacd i1s successtul.

Pec McKinlay.

A NEdW TERN IN THE TILLAWARRA,

On the afternoon of 22nd February while doing my regular walk around the
Windang sand flats, I came across an unusual small tern roosting among a groum
of about 25 Little Terns. Although it was only slightly larger than the Little
Terns, its plumage was distinctly different. Immediatsly I sat down and began
taking notes.

The head was generally white with a black cap starting just abaove the dark
2ye, continuing down over the sar coverts and again down the nape. The bill was
sheortzr than that aof the Littls Terrn and was whcelly black., A white collar
separataed the black nape from the slatey-grey uocer body. The wings at rest wers
slightly upswept and dark grzy oecoming almast tlack on the orimaries. The
shoul der nad a large orownish mark sxtending well tack from the zZend. The birds

undergarts were almost completaly whita. The l=2gs were dark red. In flight the
vary shor t nearly sguare tail was diagnostic. The wings were also distinctly
marked with a palz grsy ocand running along the middle of the wing up to the
rimariss. The feathers were very warn locking, particulary on the trailing edges.

Aftar going home and studying various texts, I came ta the conclusicn that
the birg was an immature dhite-=winged Tern probabdly in first winter plumage.

I then met Lindsay Smith and we went looking Tor the cird in guestion. The
search was however in vain and we gave up as night crept closer.

Several days later I was plesased to hear from Lindsay, saying that Dave
Flscher and he had Jjust besn to the sandflats and located the bird which they =
agreed was a Jhite-winged Tern. This is the first record rtor this species in the
Illawarra,

The vinite—=winged Tern -Chlidonias laucootera- Sreeds in swamps across
southern Eur-_e and Asia. OJuring the northarn wintar it migrates south to Africa
Australia and New Zealancd., It is regarded as a regular visitar To northern
Australia anrnd is regarded as scarce in M.3.9W. It is found near swamps and shallow
coastal waters where it f2eas on insects including termites, locusts, dragonflies
and moths, taking food from slightly below or on top of the watar's surface.

The ohotograph of the \White-winged Tern in Aeaders Digest'Complete Book of
Australian 3irds' is very similar in agpearancs to the ane whicn was found at
dindang. .

(=4
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Rerersnces: Harrisan - Guide to Seabirds of the lorld
Simpscn £ Day - The Zirds of Australia
Slakars, Davies & Reilly - The Atlas of Austrzlian 3irds
Morris, &cGill & Holmes - Handlist of 3irds in N.3.d4.
Chris Chater.

Fcotnota: 3ightings of 2 single sird at Jdindang navs
Kev;n Woad and Chris Zrandis. zditor.



AN CRIEMTAL CUCKCC IN ZARREM GROUNDS NATURE 3ESEAVE.

Species - Orisntal Cuckco - Cuculus saturatus.
Locatiaon - Zarran Grounds Nature RAeserve, Jamberoo, New South dales.
at. 34° 40' Long. 150° 43!
ori Willimont, Serrsn Grounds 3ird Cbservatory and
3930 3£ Grant Street, Portland, CR 27214, U.3
Contirming Cbservers - Jill Vest, 35 Strickland Street, Christchurch 2, New
Zealand.
Or. Larry Field, University of Canterbury, Christchurch 1, N.Z.
Rass Goldingay, Dept. of 3Ziolcgy, University of Wollongong.
Jates of Observations - 13 - 17 December, 15384

cf

L
Cbserver - L

s, Jill west and Dr. Larry Field reported seeing an Oriental Cuckoo an
December 15th 1934 at a point roughly midway oetween the Lodge za2nd the Griffiths
Trzil - Cooks Nase Juncticn., The bird was observed at a distance of 8 - 10

etres for a period of 20 minutes, commencing at 1300 rours.

I returned to the same place at 1300 hours on the following day (15/12/34)
and observed a oird with the following description,

8ird with jizz of a large cuckoa. A dark-grey back and a white breast with
black bars. Chin and throat wers a darkesr grey than the breast, though not as
dark as the back. The feet were yellow, the 2ye had a yellow ring around ift,
and thers was a yellow area at the base cf the bill.

The bird was perched cn the dead limb of a tall swcalypt in an area of sparse
sucalyptus woodland surrounded Dy open heath.

The bird was guiest; shying away when approached. The 0ird was again seen
oriefly at 1200 hours on 17th December 1984, when it was perched on a tree with
foliage. It flew away with a loud, distinct, 'sguawk',

Canditions on 1oth December were sunny, with sxcellent visibility.
Cbservations were made with Tascsce 10 x 30 tinoculars., I observed the bird for
a period af 2 minutas.

I have no experisnce with the species in cguestion. I am confident (lDD%)
that the fird is an Oriental Cuckoo. The yellow feet, and whita creast with
glack tarring distinguish it from the Pallid Cuckogo. Aefarences consultsd were
Pizze=y, Simpson Z Day, AReaders Digest, R.A.0.U. Atlas.

(=]

Personal background - working as a research volunteer at 3arren Grounds
ird Observataory and previcusly studying the 3atin 3owerbird in Northern N.3...
under Dr. Gerald 3orgia. I have been carrying-cut avian resesarch in California
sinze March 1234, I have watched birds as a hobby, and alsc as part of my degree
course at Lswis and Clark College, Rortland, QOregon, U.3.A.

Lori wWillimont, 26/12/34

NUSUAL SIGHTINGS IN SHCALHAVEN,

T nas Zeen a "cuckoo summer” in the Shoalhaven area this year., Alang with
the uswal numpber of Pallid, 3rush and Fan-tailed Cuckoos, Horsetield's and
3hining 3ronze-Cuckaos and the Common Koel, there has been a number of sightings
of the Chanel-oillad Cuckoo. Now, at the and of the summer, the Crisntal Cuckco
has obesen sightad twice!

Cn 13/2/35 at 5-30pm., Julie Hales, a fsllow member of The Shcalhaven 3ird
Group, was Tortunate encugh to have an adult Oriental Cuckoo in her garden at
Pyr=e, on the Culburra Road =zast oT Nowra. , _

Last Tuesday, 19/2/33, Julies Hale, Judy Wilson and myself sightad a sut-
adult bird of this speciss whilst oirding along Gomaderry Cresk, ncrth of the
Shcalhaven River, The uoocrpa“*s of this bird were rufous-brown with black bars,
tnis colour continued down the uppertail which was white spotted and white tigoed.
The uncderparts were rufous with strong crown dars Zecoming motilad towards the
throat, The undertail was a grey-crown and tisoed whita.

Gther sightings o7 inter=sst, although nct necessarily unusual, have been;
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23/1/35 at Nowra Creek, a family of Southern Zmu-wrens, (a most unlikely nhabitat)
25/1/35 At Mcwra Crsek, 1 3lack 3ittern, fishing off a cead tree fallen cver
the creek
2/2/3% on lorrigee 3wamp, 2 Glossy Ibis, ( fairly uncommon For this area)
2/2/35 2t Culburra, 1 3uff-banded Rail with 3 downie chicks crossing aver a

clearsd track on the =dge of Lake ilollumboola.

Diana tright.

Footnote: The only other record of the Oriental Cuckoo in the County af Camden
records, 1s of two sightings by Mr, Arthur £lliott at \Meroo near
Somaderry on the 13/1/73 and March 1979.

Editor.
INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FCR JANUARY - FESRUARY - MARCH, 1585.
Status uncommon, scarce and nars within the County of Camden,
3 BSeautiful Firetail 2 O'Harss Creek 28-2-35 I. Rowles
U 3rown Guail 11 " " 28-2-35 "
wC Wihite-throated Needletail 20+ " " 28-2-33 "
J Large-billed 3crubwren 2 Bass Point 3-3-85 C. Chafer
] Jdhite—winged Tern 1 iindang 22-1-85 "
U ZBuff-banded Rail 1 dhy Juck Bay 1-3-85 "
U 2ell Miner & Goodman's Fard 31-12-35 "
S Sooty QOystercatcher 3 North viocllongaong 26-2-35 R. Almond
MG 2lack-shouldersd Kite 1 Figtree 13~1-85 D. Green
WG Jihite—-throatad Meedletzil 31 Figtree 5=-2-35 "
U Green Catbird 2 Stanwell Park 17-2-35 J. Hdyslco
A Piad CGystercatcher 2 Mt., Warrigal 19-1-3858 P. 3ath
/.  RuTaus Night Heron 1 Logbridge Farm 25-1-35 "
3 Zastesrn Reet Egra 1 Zass Point 28-1-85 "
8 Grsat Crestesd Grebe 1 Imm, Hoskins Reserve 30-1-85 "
3 Commcn Saendoiper 1 Fitzroy Res,. 13-11-84
R Common Koel 1 Corrimal 1-3-3% P & 3 McKinlay
U Ruddy Turnstone 31 Gellambi Point 1-1-35 K. Mills
U Skylark 2 Bellambi 1-1-35 "
S Eastern ZSristlebird 2 3Zudderaoa &-1-35 "
3 Legrunner 1 locnona Heights 2-2-35 "
J Cicadabird 0 " 2-2-35 "
3 Zlackbird 1  Robertson 28-2-35 "
Jd  JuirT-banded Rail 1 Kognaewarrza Zay 7-3-85 . Emery
A Little Raven 3C+ Robertson 10-3-33 L. 3mith &

0. Fischer

R. 3uller's 3hearwater 1 East of .ollongeng 24-2-35 L. Smith
2. Grey Ternlst Z Scat Trip, 24-2-35 % D. Fischer
A Streaked shearwster 1 " " 24~2-25 Z COthers.
A. 300ty Tern 3 " " 24-2-05 n "
A. Slack Petrel 1 " " 24~2-35 " "
5. Long-tailad Jaeger 12+ " " 24~2-385 " u
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Registered by Aust. Post Publication No NBH 3848,
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CLUB MOTTO PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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Oeserves Another" 84 Mt, Pleasant Rd. 63 Oymock St. 2 Shoobert Cres.
: SALGOWNIE NSwW 2515 SALGCOWNIE NSW 2515 KEIRAVILLE NSW 2500
84-287¢ 84-0139 2B-3612

CLUB'S AIM: To join together people with a comman interest whc wish to further
their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them,

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTICNS are due on lst January each year, FAMILY $8, SINGLE 35
STUDENT $2.

.

NEXT MEETING - will be at the Senior Citizens Centre, cnr. Collaery Avenue &
Princes Highway Fairy Meadow, on Monday 13th May at 7-30pm. Our GUEST SPEAKER
for the evening will be John Waugh. His talk will cover the places and birdlife
along the route to be taken by the I.B8.0.0. Kakadu coach trip. dJohn will be cur
guide on the coach. He has made this trip about 8 times and is very familiar
with the birds and the route we are taking. John is a very experienced bird—
watcher and I'm sure his talk will hold great interest for all members, not only
those going on the trip.

FIELD QUTING - Saturday 18th May will be the coach trip to Mt. Victoria & 8lue
Maountains National Park to view the northward migration of honeysaters. The coach
will leave the County Council Car Park, Bridge Street, Coniston at 7-00am SHARP,
returning at approximately &-00pm. There are still some seats left on the coach.
These will bs allocated on & first paid basis. Members are invited to bring
frisnds if they wish to do so. Please ring Hazel Emery on 84-0139 to confirm
bookings. (Cost adults $10, children $3.

FILM NIGHT - Saturday 4th May will be held at the home of Jim & Gwen Robinson,
16 8urling Avenue, Mt, QOusley (ph. 29-4213) There will be two sessions commencing
at &00pm and 8-00pm. An invitation is extended to all members to attend
especially our newer members whao have not attanded a previcus film night. B8ring
along a plate of goodies for supper and enjoy an entertaining social evening. The
programme is as set out below:

(1) ouR NATURAL HERITAGE 24 mins

Shows 3 ways the National Parks & Wildlife Foundation are involved in
protecting our snvironment. Firstly at Mungo N.P., in the S.#%. of N,S.W. we see
the 'Walls of China' and aboriginal artifacts. Then to Booligal Swamps in
southern N.S.W. to watch feeding hebits of the many waterfowl., Finally at Lord
Howe Island we see the work being done to save one of the rarest birds in the
world, the Lord Howe Island Woodhen.

(2) PROTECT YOUR BIRDS 6 mins

A farmer sxplains to two boys caught shooting birds, with catapaults,
how important birds ars to man,

(3) WATER BIRDS OF THE INLAND 14 mins

Birdlife around Narran Lake in Western N.3.W.
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(4) NEW SETTLERS 28 mins
New species of birds in New Zealand, blown across the Tasman from
Australia's eastern coast.
(5) WINGS OF FIRE 185 mins
Shows the great flamingo colonies which assemble every few years an the
shallow waters aof the Gulf of the Rann of Cutch, naorth-west coast of India.

R.A.0.U. SCIENTIFIC DAY - Saturday 25th May, 1985, Pentagon Building, University
of Wollongong. The R.A.0.U. has chosen Wollongong as the location for their

1985 Scientific Day. There will be a full weekend of activities, commencing at
9~-00am. Saturday with a full day of lectures & ending with a discussion session
between 4-30 & 5-00pm., and broken by morning & afternoon teas and lunch. The
topic for discussion is Studies in Breeding 8ioclogy of B8irds. Cast for the day
is $15. Those wishing to attend can obtain a registration form from Hazel Emery
or register at the Pentagon Building at the University at 8-30am. on the day if
vacancies exist, The lectures will be followed by a dinner at 7-00pm at the Union
Bistro. Cost to be announcead. Sunday will provide participants with a choice of
three excursions,

I.8.0.C., has been asked to help with the registrations and morning and
afternoon teas and to provide guides for the Sunday outings. To ensure the success
of the weekend we will require the services of up to 20 volunteers. Ring Hazel
Emery if you can assist for all or part of the weekend. Please don't leave it
to just a few to carry the load.

THE AUTUMN 8IRD COUNT:- will be held this year on the lst June. For those not
familiar with the oird count it is a twice yearly event when we combine with the
N.S.W. F.0.Cae & the Cumberland 3.0.C. to do a census of the birds within an 80
kim radius of Sydney. If you wish to take part in this event, ring Kevin Wood on
29~-3514,

APRIL MEETING. The April members night provided an interesting programme of
both slides and commentarys..

Peter Fackender commenced the evening with his usual high guality slides,
in particular a beautiful slide of the White-throated Treecreeper. Laurie Williams
read an article written for the 8.H.P. Review in 1956 by the late Ooug Gibson
and Alan Sefton on birding in the Illawarra in the 1950's. Whilst superficially
things appear not to have changed too much, for those who listened closely, there
are significant changes like the loss of Tom Thumb Lagoon, population pressure
on places like Bellambi Point and loss of wetlands and rural areas particularly
in the northern suburbs. The increase in species in 1985 on the 1956 list reflects
the increased interest in ornithcology in our district.

Lindsay Smith showed some slides from Hattah Lakes and Deniliquin and a
sampling of local birds in their various habitats, the Pelican choir causing muct:
amusement among members. Chris Chater showed members some of the birds they can
expect to see when they venture to sea on the monthly boat trips. His slides of
the Red-chested Buttom—quail and Plains—wanderer takern at Deniliquin left some of
us Teeling more than just a little bit envious.

Peter Ewin's account of his trip around Australia oroved very interesting
and added a few more names toc my list of places I must visit. Athol Stuart
brought back memories of our October camp at Kangaroo Valley and Rdn Almond's
slide of the e=arly morning viewing of the Channel-billed Cuckoo at Sandy Hollow
showed the maost comical pyjama parade you're ever likely to see. Nola Williams!
account of two trips to Michaelmas Cay ana Green Island, one by birdos and the
other by her hairdresser, showed Jjust how differently people with different
interests view these places. I'm sure we will never again see any of our I1.8.0.C
ladies dressed in long green shorts.

Ian Rowles gavs an all too short showing of some of his excellent slides,.
His magnificent slide of the Bed-browed Firetail illustratad how often we tend
to overlook our beautiful common bDirds.

Thanks to all those who contributed towards making the evening a success,

Wal Emery,
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APRIL FIELD OUTING. 33 IBOC'S were greeted by a crisp autumn morning when they
alighted from their cars for the April field outing to Meryla Pass. As they
waited for the late arrivals they were visited by several Yellow—tailed B8lack-
cockatoos, a flock of White—-naped Honeyeaters and a pair of Slack-shouldered
Kites, The short drive to Bundanoon Creek provided some members with a sighting
of the Origma.

After parking the cars we walked through a sandstone heath habitat to a
rocky outcrop averlooking the backwaters of the Bundancon Dam. An hour and a
half was spent exploring this pleasant area. Australasian Grebe, Eurasian Coot,
Maned Duck and an Azure Kingfisher were seen on the dam, while Eastern Yellow
Robin, Golden Whistler, White-browed Treecreeper and Grey Shrike—thrush were
some of the species seen in the wooded heath along with flocks of up to one
hundred Yellow-faced Honeyeaters migrating northwards. In general the birds re-
mained well hidden and the highlight of the morning was probably the sighting of
2 Platypus swimming in the Bundanoon Creesk.

Ths walk down Meryla Pass through wet sclerophyll and temperate rain—
forest provided members with scenic views of the surrcunding landscape, but
again the birds were less than co-operative, with some Australian King Parrots
and the mimicking calls of a Superb Lyrebird attracting the most attention.

Gales Flat at the bottom of the stesp descent orovided an ideal location
for lunch, after which some time was spent wandering about the area, Sightings
were made of the Eastern Whipbird, Mistletoebird, Rose Robin, Collared Sparrow-
hawk and the usual mixed flocks of thornbills, fantails etc. One member wander-
ing further arield was fortunete to come across two Wonga Pigeons. The return
walk up the pass produced Yellow-throated Scrubwrens, Srown Cuckoo-Ooves and a
pair of Wedge~tailed Eagles overhead. A very low total of 38 species was recorded
for the day, most of these, the exception being the migrating Yellow—faced Honey-
eaters were in small numpbers. None the less the pleasant autumn weather and the
scenic surroundings provided members with an enjoyable days birding.

Wal Emery.
EASTER CAMP., 27 members including 4 children made the 710 klm Jjourmey to our
campsite at the Macguarie Marshes, which was set up on a beautiful spot beside
a free running arm of the Macgquarie River on a stock reserve between Warren and
Corinda.

In the areas surrounding cur camp we encountered flocks of Emus, some-
times up to 40; also wild pigs kangaroos, heres and foxes. Qur campsite was
visited by many birds. The first exciting find was a Rufous Night Hercn, We
watched the antics of the White—plumed Honeyeaters as they squabbled and bullied
the Restless Flycatchers. Hordes of Yellow-throated and Noisy Miners Kept up
their chatter. Our visitors included Eastern Yellow Robins and Hooded Robins
Jacky ‘Winters, a Grey Shrike-thrush,Black Kites, Whits=faced Herons and a Spotted
Harrier. In the trees above rested Mallee Ringnecks and the brilliant Red-winged
Parrots. 0On the far bank 7 quails wandered, fairy~-wrens in eclipse, including
the White-winged Fairy-wren wers in great numbers and a 8rown Treecreeper Flltted
from tree to tree. Flocks of Plumeneaded Finches fed nearby. The air was
constantly filled with the sounds of the Pied Butcherbirds.

In the water a native Water Rat dived and swam and carp regularly broke
the surface, All this and so much mare we watched from the comfort of cur chairs
as we rasted under the tress in the 35°+ heat of the day which was the general
temperature of the days for the whole holiday. However as the theme of I.8.0.C.
camps 1s involvement, our field trips were many and varied. With the dramatic
changes in vegetation we were able to see so many birds in their own habitats.

Around the river with its gum trees and. casurinas, the ground was covered
with tussock and dried grasses (prickles too). Less than 2.klms west the red
soil was arid with saltbush and stands of lignum. Here were occasional stands of
Wilga trees and sparce gums., 10 klms south and east were swamplands and marsh-—
lands with stark dead gums and reeds.
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The men who owned or managed these huge holdings were very helpful in
advising ths best locaticns for odirds, especially when they knew we weren't
shooters. Those who missed the morning call of the Pied Butcherbirds and
Kookaburras were woken by the dulcet (?) tones of a thong hitting a shovel at Gam,
At 7-30am to the call 'Right! move =m out,' from Dave we set out for our maorning
walks. Each trip yielded yet ancther exciting find.

One morning on the reserve it was Merv's sighting of a Spotted Bowerbird
which delighted us. There were also Golden-headed Cisticolas and Spiny-cheeked
Honeyeaters and always Crested Pigeons. Other morning trips yielded Mistletoebirds
Western Gerygone, Blue~faced Honeyeatars and White-fronted Chats. 0n another
morning walk to the arid saltbush and lignum area we saw the lovely Red-capped
Robins and Southern Whitefaces. In the sky above several raptors were observed,
Australian Hobby, 8rown Falcon and 8lack-shouldered Kites. :

¥e would return to camp hot and thirsty. Here now for R & R, We usually
took our chairs to Dulcie's prime waterfrontage and in the shade, lazed - binoc~
ulars at the ready of course! The swimmers tock advantage of the cocl running
water. The children had the right idea. Bronwyn and Ian built themselves a mud
slide which locked the greatest fun. They were soon joined by Timothy.

Then to the marshlands by car for afternocon jaunts. Here wers the wonderful
waterbirds by the thousands. A pair of White-bellied Sea-£agles were spotted
flying over, The larger birds included both species of spoonbills, the ibis
family including the beautiful Glossy Ibis, 2 speciss of heron, 4 species of
cormorant, Great Egret were perched in the dead gums. In the swamps were a great™
variety of ducks - Pacific Black QOuck, Gresy Teal, Australasian Shovellers and Pink-
gared. The trips on the way to the marshes yielded special sightings of 3 Ground
Cuckoo-shrikes, Banded Lapwings and Australian Crake, and a walk along the river
bank located a pair of Blue-winged Parrgts.

Monday morning we truly walkead through marshland. At least ankle deep -
sometimes deeper, in the slush and mud. (After all, this is what we came for we
convinced ourselves.) After about a kilometre we rested on a log whilst 5
energetic souls high stepped at least another kilometre to a shed in the distancs.
#le who stayed behind were rewarded by the lovely waterbirds rising and circling
and also a Marsh Harrier hunting overhead. 0On the way back to camp we sighted
4 Brolgas and darting into the reeds were Purple Swamphens.

Along the way we encountered Wal & Ian who had found an Australian Pratincols
by a dam, The party returned as this was the first sighting for most of the
peocple. Next day saw most of the party depart. Those lucky stayers paid another
visit to the swamps - this time with dry feet. There we sat gquietly and observed
at clase guarters a flock of 100 shy 8lack-tailed Native -hens, also Red-kneed
Ootterels and Black~fronted Plaover. Slight movement would stir the masses of
birds, ducks and swans would rise, circle and land again. A wonderful sight! On
our last outing we were invited to the property of Peter and Zetty Hall
There we sighted the Singing Honeyeater and were shown the Spotted Sowerbird's
bower which was decorated with white bones. Dave presentsd Peter with a Pizzey's
for being so gracious and helpful. We then drove to "Fairholme"®, a deserted
property. <2 dozen Chestnut-crowned Sabblers were seen and a Crested Sellbird,
as well as Ze=bra Finches and Diamond Firetails.

e relived our fisld trips around the campfire at night in the company of
the Owlet Nightjar and Tawny Frogmouth. The final tally was 136 speciss. The
highlights of our Easter camp? The comradeship, fun, the Saster bunny calling
with EBaster eggs, the campfire chats and lovely hot showers undsr starry skies,
and of course the birds.

Tribute must be paid to Captain Dave for the amount of hard work which he
applied to the organizing of our camp, and many thamnks to those who helped in
so many ways to make it the success it was.

Gwern Raobinson.
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THE SAGA OF "DOLLAR 8ILL". Buring the spring of 1981 the daughter of our
neighbor brought to us a young Dollarbird, feathered but too immature to fly,
asking us if we could save it.

Apparently it had fallen out of it's nest during a severe rain storm earlier
that day near the shop at Farmborough Heights where she worked. We took the yaoung
Dollarbird in and christened it "8ill" after "dollar bill", perhaps we should
have called it "Billy" which would have been more appropriate if the bird had been
a female. We put 8ill in ocur son's empty finch aviary which has a large flight;
he like us would rather see birds in the wild than caged.

All that summer Dorothy and I were fully occupied in.catching moths and
insects for B8ill. OQOur garden had the most digging that summer it has ever had, as
8ill's appetite grew. B8ill flourished, then the flying lessons started by throw—
ing the food for 8ill to catch on the wing. Then in late summer I released Bill
early one morning near where 8ill was found, in time for ths northern migration
to New Guinea,

The next spring 1982 on a damp misty day we saw a Dollarbird perched on the
uppermast dead limb on a high pecan nut tree in our backyard. Dorothy called out
"Bill" to the bird and to our amazement 8ill answersd back, flapped the wings, and
dived and swooped and returned to the perch., This went on for about an hour and
then 8ill departed. This occurred again several times during the summer .and again
the following spring and summer of 1983-84 usually on a wet day.

Quring the spring of 1984 3ill appearsd with a mate swooping and rolling,
but only once, then to our delight 3 Dollarbirds appeared during January 1985,
swooping and rolling very spectacularly. They had brought their baby to show us.
It has been raining and as it is damp I will go to the back door and look for the
Oollarbirds. Na, they are not there. As it is April, they must be on their way
narth. I feel sure they will visit us again next summer.

Gordon Payne,

JACKY WINTERS AT STUART PARK. Gibson (1977) notes that within the County
of Camden, the Jacky Winter Microeca leucophaea is moderately common but avoids

the heavily settled areas. B8lakers et al (1984) describes it as generally -
scarce alcong the coast of Australia and mors often present in open eucalypt wood-
land. In the twelve Sydney 8ird Counts conducted to date the speciss has been
recorded in the Illawarra sub-region on nine occasions with an average of four
individuals per count [max. ten, min. zero). Most sightings were sither at West
Dapto or on the Water Board catchment area. 8y comparison, in the W¥est sub-region,
centred arcund Wellacia, an average of 24 individuals per count have been seen
(max. 38, min. eight).

It is with surprise therefore, that I sighted two Jacky Winters on 12th April

1985 at Stuart Park, Wollongong, sallying insects from small isolated trees adjacent

to Feiry Creek. Both birds were seen together and each at various times during
15 minutes observation showed territorial aggression, giving chase to a Welcome
Swallow Hirundo neoxena, a Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leucoohrys and a Superb Fairy-
wren Malurus cyaneus. A thorough search of the same area on the following two
days failed to locate any Jacky Winters.

Aeferences: GIBSON, J.D. 1977. B8irds of the County of Camden. Australian Sirds.
Vol. 11 P,85.
BLAKERS, M., S.J.J.F. DAVIES & P,N, REILLY, 1984, The Atlas of
Australian 8irds. R.A.0.U. p378.
Kevin Wood.

BOAT TRIPS AN INSIGHT. Like many people interested in birds, most of my
observations have taken place on TERBA FIRMA. My experience with seabirds has been
limited mainly to those species that come claose in-shore around headlands etc.
This and the occasional beachwashed specimens, found after storms, represented
almost the total extent of my knowledge of seabirds.

This however, all changed after a few early boat trips organized by the
I.8.0.C. ODQue to the small number of members these trips were few and far between.
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Since November, 1984, Mr. David Fischer in conjunction with the Sydney
based N.S.W. Field Qrnithologists Club, has been organizing regular monthly boat
trips out of Wollongong Harbour. Like 90% of the people on these trips I have a
chronic fear of seasickness. At first I was a bit reluctant to set foot off good
old TERRA FIRMA. Since then with the use of tablets 1 have found my fears to be
unfounded.

These boat trips have added a new dimension to my birding, as well as a few
new species to my life list. They have also brought forward a great deal of
information about these little known visitors to our waters. Since these trips
have been going out beyond the continental shelf on a regular basis, they have
also given us a greater insight into the status of the seabirds of our region.

Some species formally regarded as scarce or rare, have been found to bs more
abundant than was first recorded. These trips attract pecple from as far afield
as Darwin, Brisbane, Hay and Melbourne. Among this group of people are some af
the most experienced seabird people in Australia. I have found these people to be
friendly and only too willing to help the less experienced cbservers., With their
weal th of experisnce they can make identification far easier for the less exper-
ienced, simply by pointing out the various fiesld charactaristics of each group
or species, and the things to lock for,

Winter trips are probably better for those that are less experlenccd as it
is in the winter that the albatrosses visit our waters. Albatrosses are very
large and most species are relatively easy to identify. They are easily attracte
to the boat and many make fine subjects for phaotographs as they come to within
feet of the boat.

Many other species of seabirds visit our region in winter and we are all
looking forward with anticipation as to what we may see this winter. The boat
chartered for these trips is the "Sandra K" ogut of Wellongong Harbour. The owner
Mr, John Lovering has set the "Sandra K" up especially for this kind of charter
work, It is ideally suited to our needs with plenty of room for up to 35 people.

Boat trips such as this are both exciting and very rewarding. 1 can
recommend them whole heartedly to any bird enthusiast and urge all interestsd to
attend at least one of these boat trips. Not only will it be adding to your own
knowledge of birds in general. you will be helping us to lesarn more about these
fascinating and little—-xnown birds. Please support these trips. Special thanks
to Dave Fischer for organizing these trips.

Lindsay &. 3mith.

Birds seen on Boat Trips of f Wollongong.

Little Penguin Wedge—-tailed Shearwater Kelp Gull
Wandering Albatross Buller's Shearwater Sabine's Gull
8lack-browed Albatrass Sooty Shearwater Common Tern
Yellow—-nosed Albatross Short-tailed Shearwater White-fronted Tern
Shy Albatross Streaked Shearwater Saoty Tern
Giant-Petrel Fluttering Shearwater Grey Ternlet

Cape Petrel Hutton's Shearwater

White-neaded Petrel Wilson's Storm-Petrel Mammals Observed.

Sei or Fin Whale

Great-winged Petrel White-faced Storm -Petresl , Lo

) . - Humpback Whale
Providence Petre Australasian Gannet Short-finned Pilot Whale
Gould's Petrel 8rown Sooby ~nnes. & anaLe

' - Common Dolphin
Cook's Petrel Great Skua N .

) : ) Bottle-nosed Dolphin

Fairy Prion Arctic Jaeger Russa's Dolohin
8lack Petrel Pomarine Jaeger S P

Flesh-footed Shearwater Long-tailed Jaeger

Récommended Reading. Southern Albatrosses & Petrels Harper & Kinsky, 1348
Seabirds Peter Harrison, 1983.

VIEW FROM THE KITCHEN WINDOW. Glancing out of the kitchen window I saw a Mullet.
A second look revealed a bird with a tail like a fish., Knowledgeable 8irdo's
will now know what I saw, but I did't and perhaps others may not.
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I had a good look at the bird before dashing of f for my binoculars. It
was perched on the handle of a shovel left in a heap of sand in the backyard. The
bird was about 30cm in length, maybe slightly more and was very black about the
head and back, seeming to shade to a grey underneath. It remained perched with its
back to me but, as it was preening, I had a good léck at the head and beak. After
about 30 minutes it flew to the ground and away almast in the same movement,

When I consulted my B8ird 8ible the only bird to fit the description was the
Spangled Drongo, with special reference to its fish-like tail., It seemed unlikely
according to its usual habitat and I decided to engquire of a more experienced
member when the opportunity arose.

The next day, at about the same time (3-30p.m.] I was delighted to see the
bird had returned and was perched in a small, almost leafless, Liquidamber, From
there it made several trips to the ground and back though not always to the same
branch. Having on this occasion some idea of what it might be and also being able
to observe it from several angles I realised that the apparent lighter shading was
probably the effect of the light on it's shiny coat, as it was not evident aon the
second viewing. I have no doubt now as to the bird's identity -

I last sight of the bird about 4-30 p.m but about 5-30 p.m I walked to the.
back fence to visit a neighbour and, locking back, saw the bird perched at the back
of the same tree!

I lockad in vain for it the next day but had to be content with a Black-faced
Cuckoo-shrike which settled in the same trees. B8y the way, whilst in the garden on
the second day the Drongo was 'buzzed' first by one of the ever pgresent Pee Wees
(Magpie—larks) and then by a Silver Gull - the bird took no notice of either.

M, Ward. 10th & 1lth April, 85

SPIDER 'CATCHES' -8IRD. Ouring the early months of 1985, the bushy areas of
Balgownie were decorated with the large webs of the Golden Orb-weaving Spiders,
The Nephilas. We had for scme weeks been watching one particular spider near our
back gate - a female with body the size of a marble, sitting day and night in the
middle of her golden web with an insignificantly small male wandering the outar
edge.

On the morning of 30th March we found entangled in the bottom of the web
a yaung female (?) House Sparrow. It had a toot well wrapped and both wings
bound to its sides by the sticky threads. The spider, about 300 mm away, shaowed
no interest, even while I disentangled the sparrow. With the threads carefully
removed, it flew quickly away, apparently no worse for the experience. While this
spider seemed not interested in the sparrow, there are records of spiders, believed
Nephilas, eating small birds caught in their webs ("Australian'Spiders" McKeown).
Footnote: Late April we were disappointed to find our spider gome and the web
falling into disrepair - perhaps the tables had been turned.

Dave Thomsan,

THE BELL MINER IN THE BERRIMA DISTRICT, N.S.W. In, A Checklist of The 8irds
nof The Zerrima District (C. Sonter, 1976, Bowral, unpub.), it was stated that the
Bell Miner Manorina melanophrys was represented by two colonies. The colonies,
though widely seperated from each other being near Tallong (Badger9‘s Lookoutg
and the junction of Tomat Creek with the Wollondilly River 'east of 8Sarralier),
were precariously situated on the boundary of the 8errima District. A further
known colaony existed west of Tallong below Long Point near Lake lLouise on the Shoal-
haven River but was too far off the boundary for inclusion,

The rather tenuous hcold this species had within the Checklist's birds has
been strengthened considerably by the addition of a further colony.

On 3lst December 1984, I accompanied Chris Chafer on a birdwatching trip
to Barralier and return, En route to Barralier, but still some distance upstream
from Goodmans! Ford and opposite Bowman's Flat, I detected the calls of 8ell Miners
caming from a steep and thickly vegetated gully.

Subsequently the vehicle was stopped and the area and population assessed.
Some six 3ell Miners could be seen openly as they foraged in the foliage of the
trees and bushes,
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However, because of the ventriloquial powers of their calls, other birds may
well have been hidden from cur view., I believe calls were coming from within
denser vegetation at the foot of the gully below our position.

Probably the colony would have been quite small containing from 10 - 15
individuals, and of recent origin since it was not there in January 1384, Future
maonitoring of this colony could be of interest and thus enable knowledge to oe
shed on population growth, area utilised by colony and duration of occupancy.
Colonies, even after many years of seemingly permanent existance in the same area,
will abandon and relocate elsewhere, The reasons for such abandonments and why
so much distance is covered before re-establishment is still mystifying to
ornithologists.

Chris Sonter 18/4/85.

INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FOR MARCH - APAIL, 15885,

Status uncommon, scarce and rare within the County of Camden.

U Stubble Quail 2 Killalea Swamp 2-2-85 P, Bath
MC Rufous Fantail 1 Blackbutt 7-3-85 "
MC Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 1 B8arrack Heights 10-4-35 "
R Wandering Tattler 1l Windang Island 13-3-85 L. Smith &
C. Chafer
R. White-winged Tern 1 ‘Windang 14-3-85 C. Chafer
MC Brush Bronzewing 1 Thirlmere Lakes 9-3-85 "
U White-cheeked Honeyeater 2 " 9-3-85 ¢
U Cicadabird 3 0 9-3-85 "
U White—throated Nightjar 1 * 16-3-85 *
R Red-rumped Parrot 1 No 10 Fire Road 30-385 1I. Rowles
U Spotted Quail Thrush 2 0O'Hares Catchment 12-3-85
U Tawny-crowned H'Eater 15+ " 12-3-85
U Grey Currawang 1 No 10 Fire Road -~ 15=-3-85 "
U B8Brown Quail g " 27-3-85 ¢
U Erown-headed Honey=zater 1 " 27-3-85 "
MC Rufous Fantail 2 Mt., Keira 22-3~-85 (. Green
U Little Grassbird 2 Dapto 3=4-85 P. Ewin
U Grey Goshawk 1 Mt., Keira Scout Camp 24-3-85 L.McGettigan
R Red—-kneed Dotterel 8 Killalea Swamp 22-3=-85 R, Almond
S Little Eagle 1" 22-3=-85 ¢
MC Leaden Flycatcher 1 Keiraville 30-3-85 "
R Aed-rumped Parrots 7 (2 pair, 3 imm.)
J.J. Kelly Park 24-3-85 L. Smith
S Fork-tailed Swift 1 Wollongong Golf Course 18-3-85 0. Fischer
S Great-winged Petrel 6 Port Kembla (beachwashed) 27-3-85
R Streaked Shearwater 1 ¢ 27-3-85
] White-tailed Tropic Bird 1 " " % 27-3-85 "
A Gould's Petrel 1 § " 27-3-35 "
MC Little Penguin 1 " " g 27-3-85 "
MC Flesh-footed Shearwater 1 " ¢ ] 27-3-85
R Brown Booby 1 East of Wollongong 23=-3~-85Y\ D. Fischer
R Sabire’s Gull 1l Boat Trip 23-3~85 ) L. Smith
| Providence Petrel 4 " ‘ 23~-3-834§ C. Chafer &
S Great-winged Petrel a n * 23=3-85\ Others.
R Long-tailed Jaeger g ° 23-3-85) "
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CLUB'S AIM: To Jjoin together people with a common interest who wish to further
their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them,
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STUDENT 32.

NEXT MEETING - will be at the Senior Citizens Centre, cnr Collasry Avenue &
Princes Highway Fairy Meadow on Monday 10th June at 7-30pm. Our GUEST SPEAKER
for the evening will be Dick Turner. The theme of his talk will be Tree
Identification. Dick is employed by the N.S.W. Forestry Commission and has an
extensive knowledge of this subject. Tree identification plays an important

part in bird studies. Knowledge of particular species aof trees is extremely
helpful in undeﬁstanding the feeding habits and nesting locations of birds. Many
I.8.0.C. members will remember Dick for his excellent talk in August 1983 on the
Tanami Desert. I'm sure we can again look forward to an equally interesting and
informative evening.

FIELD QUTING - Saturday 15th June, will be to the Mt. Kembla - Dombarton area.
We will be meeting at the Kembla Lookout State Recreation Area at 8-00am, then
driving on a short distance., The Lookout is located alang the dirt section of
Cordeaux Road, Mt. Kembla 1.5 klms past Harry Graham Drive. Bring a carry lunch.

FILM NIGHT - Saturday lst June. The venue far this night will be at the hame
af Brian & Barbara Halss, 39 Lake Parade East Corrimal. We will have the usual
two sessions commencing at 6-00pm & 8-00pm. The programme is as follows;

1. THE OIMINISHING RAINFOREST 31 mins.
Shows the world aof the rainforest - one of Australia's undervalued
and diminishing rescurces,

2. THE LIVING BIRD 13 mins.
The biology of birds. Describes the structure, and function of feathers
wings, eyes and bills. Gives details of food, nesting, courtship &
breeding habits, metabolism and the senses of sight and hearing.

3. WILD WINGS 34mins.
The part played by the Wildfowl Trust in the struggle for survival is
illustrated by observation and protection of wildfowl at Slimbridgs.
4, SWALLOWS - l4mins,
The life cycle of the swallow .
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An invitation is extended to all members. Bring a plate for supper and
join in an entertaining social evening,

AUTUMN 3SIRD COUNT - Saturday lst June. Members who have not previously taken
part in a bird count and who wish to do so please contact Kevin Wood on 29-5514.

KAKADU TRIP - We will be holding a meeting at the Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens
Centre on Friday 14th June at 7-30pm. to discuss the trip. The meeting will be

addressed by the tour operator Bert Bolton., He will be there to talk about .the
trip and answer any guestions you may have concerning luggage, bedding, clothing
requirements etc, S0 if you are booked on the trip come along and get the answers
to all those questions you have been wanting to ask,

The 14 th June will also be the deadline for the payment of the $1,000 owing
on the fare. If you are not able to attend the meeting please make sure your
payment reaches the Treasurer, Ron Almond, 2 Shoobert Crescent, Keiraville, 2500
before 14th June. Payment should be by cheque not cash payable to the Illawarra
Bird Observers GClub.

ATTENTION MEMBERS., Dave Thomson has indicated a wish to stand down from the
position of President at the end of 1985. As it is desirable to have at least
one persaon willing to accept the vacant position before the November election of
of fice bearers, we are asking any member willing to accept nomination to make
his/her thoughts known to a member of the committee. They will then be invited
attend the remaining committee meetings for 1985 in order to gain an insight intg
the running of the club.

Your club needs your support! Please come forward if you feel you have the
ability to fill the vacant position. You will be well supported by the existing
committee,

Editor.
MEMBERSHIP LIST.
Please add the following to your membership list:
Mr. Stuart ALMOND,
8/4 Peckham Avenue, Chatswood, 2067 Ph 02-41-2750
Mrs. Roxy JANETZKI,
28 Eurocka Street, West Wollongong, 2500 ph 29=-4495

Mr. Richard JORDAN, Mrs. Pat,
Barren Grounds Bird Observatory,
P.0. Box 3, Jamberoo, 2533 Ph Q42 36-~0195

Kay LLOYD,
34 Georges Avenue, Bulli, 2516

Mr, Patrick W. MEDWAY,
P.0. Box 144, Drummoyne, 2047 ph 02 240-8862

Mr. Kevin MILLS,
28 Stephens Drive, Woonona Heights, 2517

Mr. Mike MORPHETT, ph wk 27-1555
15 Coast Street, Thirroul, 2515 ph hm 67-3558
Mr. Geoffrey PARKER, Mrs. Joy

S5 Wandoo Avenue, Ryde, 2112 ph 02 80=1264

Mrs., Deborah PERRY,
"Tree Tops" Lawrsnce Hargrave Drive, Stanwell Park, 2509

Mr. Mick O'ROURKE,
Cottage 4, H.,M.A.S. Penguin, Balmoral. 2091

Mr. Oon RODGERS, Mrs, Vera,
42 Dovers Drive, Port Kembla, 2505 ph 74-1960
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Mr. David WINTERBOTTOM, Mrs, & James,
16 Mountview Avenue, Gwyneviile, 2500

To Mr, Horace WARD, Please add Mrs. Betty,
" Mr Ben CAUCHI, " " Mrs. Joy & Family.

Change of Phone No. Mr. Jim ROBINSCON, Mrs. Gwen shauld be 29-4213.

MAY MEETING - 73 members filled the hall to hear John Waugh speak about the

birds and habitats we can expect to encounter enroute to Kakadu National Park.

His talk was accompanied by many slides, some of birds and others of the

fascinating and picturesque landscape. QOur day 4 campsite at No 2 Bore, Coorabulka
locked interesting. John showed slides of the Yellow Chat and the nest of the
Gibberbird taken at this location. O0On past the Pictorella Mannikin and Painted
Firetail at Mt. Isa, the Hooded Parrots at Pine Creek and the magnificent Rainbow
Pitta at Howard Springs.

John's comprehensive coverage of the Darw1n area.left me feeling I could
spend the rest of the trip there without even going to Kakadu. This thought was
guickly dismissed as we travelled into Kakadu to Obiri and Nourlangi Rock with
their Aboriginal art, not to mention the Chestnut-quilled Rock-Pigeon and the
Banded Fruit-Dove. Off again past the Carpentarian Grasswren at McArthur River,

. the White~throated Grasswren at UDP Falls and a chance at the beautiful Purple-
crowned Fairy-wren at Borroloocla, When will we ever find time to swim in John's
first, second and third favourite swimming holes,

Thank you John and Pauline for venturing ocut on a cold night to show us
these beautiful places. Thanks also toc Wal and Val Nuske for hosting John and
Pauline with bed and breakfast.

Wal Emery.

MAY FTLM NIGHT - Jim & Gwen Robinsaon were our hosts for the first film night

of 1985. Five interesting films were shown. "New Settlers" which showed five
species of Australian birds, Welcome Swallow, Black-fronted Plover, Eurasian Coot,
White-faced Heron and Masked Lapwing, all of which have introduced themselves
naturally, showed how much better nature is at this sort of thing than man. All
species have filled vacant niches in the New Zealand eco system w1thout pressuring
the local species.

The breeding colonies of flamingo in "Wings of Fire" was an amazing and
beautiful spectacle., This colony numbered some 200 thousand birds. The film
showed their incredible conical shaped nesting mounds raised above the shallows
looking like hundreds of termite mounds. The interesting communal habits of
the flamingoes was evident when the huge flock migrated before the fledglings
were ready to fly, leaving several nannies behind to care for their offspring.

A fascinating film. " Thanks to Gwen & Jim for hosting us and thanks once again to
Richard Miller for selecting these interesting films.

Wal Emery.

MAY FTIELD OUTING - On a cool but pleesant morning at 7-00am on 18th May, 48
IBOC members boardeda coach for Mt., Boyece in the Blue Mountains. Upon arrival
at our destination, the bleak, cold conditions prompted one member to ask if we
were looking for honeyeaters or Arctic Terns.,

The migrating honeyeaters were in much smaller numbers than we had seen
on previous trips. We appear to have caught the end of the migration this year,
the date of our cuting being a week or two later than other years. The small
numbers however were compensated by variety, a total of eight species were found;
White-naped; Yellow-faced, White-eared, New Holland, Brown-headed, Eastern
Spinebill, Red Wattlebird, and Noisy Friarbird.
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Most were feeding on the three species of Banksia, Spinulosa, Ericifolia, and
Collina, all of which were flowering profusely. Twenty four species were
recorded in the Mt., Boyce area, among them the melodious Superb Lyrebird, his
beautiful call rising from the valley below,

We then went on to Wentworth Falls where we had lunch and strolled down the
many walks in the falls area. B8irds once more were there in variety if not
numbers. The Crescent Honeyeater was added to our haoneyeater list, Our walk
arcund the undercliffs was rewarded by the sight of the Bridalveil Falls with the
wind blowing the water spray into a rainbaow forming a kaleidoscope of colour.

As we walked down the stairs we saw an Origma drinking from a water grotto
in the side of the cliff while Red—-browed Firetails and Spotted Pardalotes flew
around the trees., Above us were eight Royal Spoonbills, a beautiful sight with
the rays of the winter sun filtering down upon them. As we walked back up the
path to the coach, the White-browed Scrubwren scurried through the undergrowth,
while the Grey Shrike-thrush called out it's melodious song in contrast with the
harsh sound of the Yellow-tailed B8lack-Gockatoa,

We once more took ocur seats on the coach for home, all very happy at such
a delightful outing. Although a little different to our usual field outings,
we are looking forward toc the same next year.

Wendy Hanks,

THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME. On Monday 24th May, 1982 Laurie & I set out on a trip
to Kakadu National Park & Central Australia which was to taks 4 months and cover
nearly 18,000 klms. During that time we saw 307 species of birds including 39
new species for us and many others for only the 2nd time, and we shared the
wonderful experience of visiting many new places and meeting many different
people as we travelled through our very diverse country., We drove a 4WD Subaru
Station Sedan and pulled a Cub Drifter faold-down van and spent nearly $1,000 on
petrol and oil.

The first 4 nights were spent at Burrendong Dam in the Eagle Beagle camping
area where we enjoyed watching Turquoise Parrots, Little Lorikeets, Crested Shrike-
tits, and our first new bird, a Plum—headed Finch, while sitting in front of our
van. Musk and Pink-eared Ducks, Hardheads, Red-kneed Dotterels and Black-fronted
Plovers were also seen at the surrounding waterholes., We had a very good list of
birds to start the trip.

Saturday we were off to Bourke and felt we were really off on our adventure.
We saw a flock of 6 Emus just out of Nyngan and also our first Black Kites (of
which we were to see hundreds, ) Masked Woodswallows, Mallee Ringnecks, Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos, Yellow—-throated Miners and Striped Honeyeaters. We camped at
Bullamunta Caravan Park, 16 km north of Bourke on the Darling River. 0On the bar'-s
of the river we watched 8 Black-tailed Native-hens being continually harrassed
by a Brown Gashawk, .

White-winged Fairy-wrsns were hopping through the salt-bush, including the
very beautiful fully coloured male. QOur first Little Woodswallow was seen here -
so different to it's cousin the Ducky Woodswallow when you finally see it! Wg
were to see so many Woodswallows sitting on the telegraph wires during our travels
they made the trip very interesting! Blue Bonnets, Little Crows, Grey-crowned
Babblers and flocks of Pink Cockatoos were also firsts for the trip.

Monday we were off to Charleville and our morning tea stop was in the company
of the Red-capped Robin, Chestnut-rumped Thornbill and Chestnut-crowned Babbler,-
It was very cold overnight in Charleville - O with a heavy frost on the ground
in the morning. Here we saw our first kingfishers for the trip, Azure and Sacred,
also Variegated Fairy-wren, Singing, Spiny-cheeked and Brown-headed Woneyeaters,

Wednesday it was on to Barcaldine in sunny weather and between Augathella
and Tambo our first Australian Bustards, what excitement! Brolgas, Pied Butcher-
birds and Red-winged Parrots alsc added to the pleasure of the day. We spent 2
nights in Winton much to everyones amazement as there's nothing to see or do at
Winton, so we were told. We found a pamphlet of a 62 km drive-yourself-tour of
Winton which we found extremely interesting and really introduced us to the
Great Australian Outback - spinifex, claypans, and a new bird - the Grey-headed
Honeyeater, ..‘/5
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The trip to Boulia was very flat and tree-less in maost parts, especially
coming into Middleton which has a population of 4 humans, 1 dog and a pub-come-
store-come-petrol station. There were lots of grids across the road and
occasicnally small rocky hills which just had to be photographed., It was
another exciting day as we saw 8 Australian Bustards and Crimson Chats along the
way and the Rainbow Bee-eater was waiting for us at Boulia camping ground. Qur
next stop was Mt. Isa (little Wollongong) we almost felt we were back home!

Lake Moondarra is a beautiful spot and we spent some very pleasant hours thers
birdwatching and photographing a lovely sunset. We recorded 51 species there
including the Painted Firetail on our return visit. Our first Budgerigars were
recorded in the Copper City Caravan Park and a large flock of Little Corellas
flew in as we were packing ta continue on our travels.

Tuesday 8th June saw us off to the Northern Territory. Before crossing the
border we saw our first Red-backed Kingfisher for the trip and 3 Brolgas. Our
first Black-breasted Buzzard was seen between Barry Caves and Frewena in the
Northern Territory and we saw more Crimson Chats at Frewena, The flowering
grevilleas, wattles, gums and native hibiscus became very noticeable on this road
and the full moon at Frewena was a sight we will remember for a long time,
Leaving Frewena we travelled 39,5 klm without a bend in the road and then another
55 km before the next bend. I had always imagined Australia to be flat and
treeless once you cross the Great Dividing Range, but my IBOC travels have proved
me wrong, and now I discovered that sven in N.T,there are lots of trees and hills.
Lubra Lookout, just south of Renner Springs, has its own legend and is quite a
landmark on the righthand side of the road. We had our first flat tyre nearby
but as a result of stopping saw a White-gaped Honeyeater in the flowering
grevilleas.,

Lunch that day was at Elliott where we saw the Wollongong Coach - a reminder
of home. We stopped at Dunmarra to have a look round Milners Lagoon and found
it such a rewarding area that we decided to stay in the little camping area and
went back to the lagoon where we saw 4l species of birds in a very short time.
The Yellow-tinted and Rufous~throated Honeyeaters and Diamond Dove were new birds
for us and also the Double-barred Finch with a black rump which makes it's tall
appear much longer,

The next day was just as exciting as we added a further 5 new birds to our
list. We stopped at Warlock Ponds - a lovely spot, and saw 27 species including
the Black-capped Sittella, Black=tailed Treecreeper, Rufous Shrike-thrush, Blue-
winged Kookaburra and the nominate race aof the Masked Finch; further on we added
the Long=tailed Finch, Katherine Gorge was our destination and we arrived there
very happy to set up camp and stay put for the next 8 days, and we could have
stayed much longer., It is a beautiful spot spoilt only by the continual drone of
the generators which were to keep us company through the north as this is the land
of the generator, both commercial and domestic and it made us appreciate our quiet
power supply at home!

The birdlife there is fantastic and we left with a list of 69 species for
the area which included Katherine & Edith Falls. The Red-collared Lorikeet,
Northern Rozella and Golden-backed Honeyeater were new to us, and the Pale Yellow
Robin, Lemon-bellied and Shining Flycatchers, Northern Fantail, Red-backed Fairy-
wren, Silver-crowned & Little Friarbirds, White-throated, Brown, Bar-breasted
Rufous~throated, Banded and Dusky Honeyeaters, Crimson Finch and Torresian Crow
were all good to see again. The Red=winged Parrots spent a lot of time in the
little tree at our kitchen window and to think of the search we had to see one
at Cobar! Blue-faced Honeyeaters, Magpie Larks and Great Bowerbirds ate bread
almost from our hands '‘and were photographed many times along w1th the huge bower
decorated with grey treasures near the camping area.

We went on a day boat trip up the gorge achieving a lifetime ambition and
weren't disappointed - it is absolutely beautiful, and we saw our first fresh-
water (Johnson) crocodiles. The weather was fine and warm and we had our first
swim for the trip (and it neseds to be warm for us to swim!) /

see/6
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We visited the Cutta Cutta limestone caves and saw a huge flock of fruit
bats in Katherine at the low level crossing. The camping area at Edith Falls is
beautiful and we spent a very lovely day visiting the area. There are so many
things to see and do around Katherine, it is a spot we will remember always.

All too soon the time came for us to move on again and on 18th June we set
off along the track.

(end of Part 1 ) Laurie & Nola Williams

LITTLE TERANS - POPULATION SURVEY, December, 19584,

As part of a survey of Little Tern populations in scuth-eastern Australia,
organised by the Victorian Fisheries & Wildlife Division, for the three states
concerned, a caunt was conducted in New South Wales on 9 - 10 December, 1984,
Aesults of the survey will be published elsewhere but it is worthwhile briefly
recording the results for the benifit of all the members of Ornithological
Societies who took part. Both breeding birds and non-breeding birds were counted.

Breeding was proved at the following localities (the number in brackets
represents the number of breeding pairs present on that date]: Belongil Creek,
Byron Bay (1p), Jerusalem Greek, Bunjalung NP (2p). Wooli River, (1p), Red Rock
7p), Sawtell (1lp), Nambucca (7pj} 5 km's south of Smoky Cape (2p), Manning Point,
Harrington, (8p), Forster (24p), Big Gibber, Myall Lakes National Parks (8p)

Port Botany %lSp), Airport Runway, Botany Bay (2p), Coniston (1p), Tuross South -
(Sp), Lake Narrawallee, near Milton (2p), Wallaga Lake (7p), Salt Lake, Nadgee
Nature Reserve (2p).

In addition, breeding birds were present at the following locations but
nesting was not proved although it may have taken place:- Letita Spit, Tweed
Heads; Hastings Point; Brunswick Heads; Station Creek, Yuragir National Park;
and Lake Conjola.

Total non-breeding birds = 1119
Total breeding birds = 189
Total nests = a0
Tatal eggs = 66
Total hatched offspring = 30

A further survey took place in South—eastern Australia on 19 - 20 January,
1985, and the N,S.W. totals for breeding ard eclipse plumage birds were as
follows:- 87 & 1522 respectively with 11 flying juveniles counted on the N.S.W.
Central & South Coasts as well. Due to people being absent fire-=fighting, many
South Coast centres were missed in the final count.

My thanks to those I.B.0.C. Members who took part in the survey.
A. K. Morris.

8th May 1985,
A_SUMMARY OF THE BREEDING OF LITTLE TEANS AT STH. WOLLONGONG/CONISTON BEACH &
BELLAMBI POINT since 1950. From records compiled by J.D. Gibson, A, Sefton &
R. Almond.

Entrance Tom Thumb Lagoon. 8/11/50 one nest, one egg. 8/11/55 15 nests: 1/12/55
approx, 50 nests, some 1 to 2 eggs, some 1 to 3 chicks: 9/11/56 abundant nest
scrapes, only 2 with eggs: 26/12/56 Rookery washed out by big tide. Ancther
rookery discovered south of sewer outlet, 50 pairs with eggs & young.

Bellambi Pgint 24/1/59 2 young being fed by adults. Nao aother nests discovered
between Tom Thumb & Windang. 25/11/62 1 nest 3 eggs: 28/1/63 1 nest 2 eggs,
1 chick,

¥

Tom Thumb: 3/2/63 near coal loader. Several pairs nested, 1 runner found,
several young immatures flying: 21/11/63 some dozens have already laid on bull-
dozed flat of dredged sand, 1 to 3 eggs in various nests.

eee/?
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Bellambi Point: 21/11/63 3 pair nesting: 27/12/64 20 nests, eggs & runners.
South Wollongong/Coniston: S nests 1 to 3 eggs: 23/11/77 1 nest 3 eggs.
Bellambi Point: 27/11/77 1 nest 2 eggs: 22/12/77 2 nests, 1 chick each.

South Wollongong/Coniston: 5/11/78 1 nest 1 egg: 13/11/78 nest gone: 27/11/78
1 nest 2 eggs: 6/12/78 1 chick hatched: 23/12/78 1 nest 3 eggs : 18/1/79

2 chicks hatched: 28/12/79 1 nest 2 eggs north end: 1/1/80 1 nest 2 eggs south
end: 11/1/80 chicks at north end and eggs at south end washed away by big seas.
2/12/80 2 eggs at southern end on top of low bulldozed mound: 17/11/81 1 nest:
21/11/81 3 eggs: 7/12/8l 3 chicks hatched: 15/11/82 1 nest 2 eggs: 2/12/82

2 chicks hatched: ©6/12/82 chicks running: 13/12/82 only one chick seen (banded)
1/1/83 1 nest 2 eggs: 18/1/83 2 chicks hatched: 26/1/83 2 chicks running
(banded] 14/2/83 2 banded immatures flying with adults. 12/12/83 1 nest & egg
north end: 26/12/83 chick hatched: 12/11/84 nesting sight divided by sewerage
outfall, no birds present. 19/1/85 1 nest 2 eggs on mound south end of existing
beach: 1/2/85 1 chick hatched: 5/2/85 still only 1 chick, remaining egg appears
infertile: 11/2/85 chick seen running: 15/2/85 adults present, no sign of chick.

These records show how the reclamation of Tom Thumb Lagoon and industrial
pressures on Coniston Beach coupled with population pressures at Bellambi Point
have caused a steady decline in breeding numbers at these two sites. Long term
survival of these two breeding colonies must be considered extremely doubtful,

Ron Almond,

GOLD PANNING ON THE SHOALHAVEN RIVER. It was a gloriocus Saturday, 25th March
when we met Baob & Peg McKinlay at Robertson for the start of our weekend trip to
Qallen on the Shoalhaven River for our first ever lesson in gold panning. After
discussing our route we set off through Moss Vale, Sutton Forest, Marulan and
Bungonia which is very picturesque with some delightful convict built sandstone
cottages. Even though the earlier bush fires had badly burned this area, the
greys, black, browns, crange and new green colours made a spectacular picture,
We travelled on through Windellama, Sandy Point and finally to QOallen Ford, in
all some three hours drive from Wollongong.

After setting up camp, real bush stuff, none of your IBOC five star shower
and toilet amenities, it was time for lunch and of course you can't ignore the
birds. Red-browed Firetails, Wattlebirds, Eastern and Crimson Rosellas, Gray
Butcherbirds and Noisy Friarbirds and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos entertained as
we had our meal.

After learning the fine art of burning our pans with gum leaves we set off
along the river bank for a likely spot to pan. This area is just so beautiful
and we had a marvellous afterncon in the river actually striking gold too, though
we are not giving up our week-day jobs yet. All tooc socon it was time to return
to camp, Gold panning is hard on the spine and also gives one a great appetite
for food. After an evening meal the rest of the time was spent playing Trivial
Pursuit accompanied by every flying creature within miles. The next morning we
decided to walk the area having a very pleasant and fruitful 2/3 hours seeing
the following, Gang-gang Cockatoo, Pied Gurrawong, Golden Whistler, White-winged
Chough, Maned Duck, Silvereye, Australian Magpie, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Grey
Fantail, Willie Wagtail, Spotted Pardalote, Kookaburra, Australian Magpie Lark,
White-eared, Yellow-faced, White-naped Honeyeaters, Superb Fairy-wren, Little
Pied Cormorant, Welcome Swallow, Common Starling, Pacific B8lack Duck, Eastern
Whipbird, Grey Shrike-thrush, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, and we had our first sighting
of a beautiful Grey Currawong. Russell spotted it on the ground only four metres
away as we returned to camp, We were able to observe it at our leisure and it
hopped onto a fence giving us an even better view., This area is truly worth a
trip. Ve had first class weather, a first class location and first class campany
another tick for being a Birdo. Oh, and we alsc learned how not to load a

trailer. The Hales Family (bird list compiled by
Bob & Peg McKinlay)

-../’8
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NOTES FROM A BATEMANS BAY MEMBER. While birding with two friends on Thursday
18th April 1985, we were very surprised to find three Glossy Ibis feeding on
the edge of a very large swamp near Moruya. The swamp called 0ld Man Bed Swamp
is on private property several kilometres off the main road; 55 species were
observed during the day, including 4 Australian Shelduck, several Australasian
Shovelers, and about 100 Eurasian Coot at-one stage being attacked by a White-
bellied Sea-Eagle.
Could it be possible the Glossy Ibis were the same ones observed at Dunmore

and Worrigee Swamp, making their way southwards.

Janet Scrivens.

INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FOR APRIL - MAY, 13885,

Status uncommaon, scarce and rare within the County of Camden.

S Hooded Robin 1 Avon Sub, Station 16-4-85 P, Bath

MC Double-barred Finch . 7 Yallah 9-5-85 "

U - Scarlet Robin 1l Yallah 9-5-85 "

R Pied Oystercatcher 2 Lake Illawarra Ent. 9-5-85 "

MG Topnot Pigeaon 30+ Bellambi Sub.Station 10-5-85

R Wandering Tattler 1 Windang Island 28-3-85 (. Brandis
S Whimbrel 1l Windang Island 28-3-85

U Caspian Tern 6 Lake Illawarra Ent, 10-5-85 "

U Grey-tailed Tattler 4 Lake Illawarra Ent, 12-4-85 ¢

MC Black-fronted Plaover 2 Kully Bay 13-4-85 R, Imisides
U Brown Gashawk 1l Primbee 6~-4=-85 "

S Spangled Drongo 1l Primbee 7-4=-85 "

U Grey Gashawk 2 Stanwell Greek 14-3-85 J, Hyslop
R White-tailed Tropicbird Specimen - Pt, Kembla Bch.28=3-85 C. Chafer
R Red=-necked Avocet 12 Comereong Island 11-5-85

S White-headed Pigeon 1l Bass Point 4=5-85 "

R Great Crested Grebe 126 Wingecarribee Dam 5-5-85 "

R White=winged Tern 1 Windang l12-5-85 "

S Crested Pigeon 4 (Calderwood 20-4~-85 R. Almand
U Gang=gang Cockatog 7 Mt. Pleasant 14-4-85 0. Thomson
MC Rufous Fantail 1l Mt. Pleasant 27=-4-85 "

S Rose Rabin l pr Bulli ~ 22-4-85 1. Rowles
S Logrunner . 1 F+lchick Corrimal Air Shaftll-5-85 "

U Large-billed Scrubwrsn 6 Gibson Track 5-5-85 "

U Pink-eared Duck 16 Killalea Swamp 9-5-85 W. Emery

U Black=-winged Stilt 11 Killalea Swamp 9=5-85 "

R Scaly-breasted Lorikeet 1 Thirroul 24-5=-85 "

U Musk Lorikeet 1 Thirroul 24-5-85 "

MC Barn QOwl 1 Nth. Wollongong 1-5-85 L & N Williams
Gould's Petrel 100+ Boat Trip east of 21-4-85 (. Chafer
Black=-winged Petrel 5" Wollongong. 21-4-85 D. Fischer &
Cook's Petrel 1" 21-4=-85 (QOthers,
Kermadec Petrel 7" 21-4-85 v

Arctic Tern 1 21-4-85 "

Huttons Shearwater 2" 21-4-85
Red-tailed Tropicbird 1 5 miles off Bulli "21-4-85

MAY NEWSLETTER: (Corrections.

Beachwashed Specimens Port Kembla Beach, D. Fischer please read South Wollongong
Beach,

Meryla Pass Field Quting report; White-browed Treecreeper please read White-
throated Treecreeper.,
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NEXT MEETING - will be at the Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens Centre, corner

Collaery Avenue & Princes Highway Fairy Meadow, on Monday 8th July at 7-30pm.

OQur GUEST SPEAKER will be Mr. Alan Sefton. Alan needs no introduction to anyons
with an interest in the natural history of the Illawarra. He has been prominent
in this field for most of his life and has earned the respect of many people, both
for his vast knowledge of natural history and for his willingness to share that
knowledge.

The subjest of his address will be "John Douglas Gibson - His Life & His
Work." Alan worked alongside the late Doug Gibson for many years. Together they
compiled many of the significant ornithological records of the Illawarra, in
particular the sea birds. Alan eventually moved into a wider field of natural
history whilst Doug specialised in ornithology. Members can Look forward to a
very interesting evening as Alan reminiscences over their early days of birdwatch=
ing in the Illawarra.

FIELD QUTING - Saturday 6th July, Jervis Bay Area. Please Note - Due to the 13th
July departurs of the Kakadu trip our field outing is being held on the Saturday
before the maonthly meeting not the one after as is the usual practice.

We will be meeting in the parking area of Summer Cloud Bay at 3.00am. Travel
via Nowra & Huskisson Road towards Jervis Bay. Turn off right to Summer Cloud Bay
Jjust past the Rangers Headquarters. It is approximately a 2 hours trip. Bring a
carry lunch, The walk will be through a variety of habitats and should prove very
rewarding.

FILM NIGHT - Saturday 29th June, at the home of Wal & Hazsl Emery, 63 Dymock .
Street, Balgownie., Two sessions 6.00pm & 8.00pm. All members are invited to
attend. Bring along a plate and enjoy a pleasant social evening. Richard Miller
has done a great job in selecting a programme of particular interest to the Kakadu
trippers, and I'm sure it will also be of general interest to thaose who are not
going on the trip. The programme is as follows;

(1) AGAINST THE ESCARPMENT 30 mins
A view of wildlife, mainly birds in their natural surroundings in
Arnhem Land., Includes a discussion of local ecological interactions and threats
to the environmental balance.




-2 -

(2) WILDLIFE RANGER f 20 mins
Rangers in the Kakadu National Park, Northern Australia.

(3) WATERHOLE : 10 mins
Shows a waterhole, west of Broken Hill, through one day, the trees
that border it and the creatures who come to drink,

(4) WILDLIFE IN THE DRY. 27 mins,
Shows the principal birds of the Northern Territory in the dry season
and other life of the region.

POSITION VACANT - As mentioned in the June Newsletter, Dave Thomson in retiring

from the Presidency at the end of the year. GSo far we have received no indication
from anyone willing to accept the position. If you feel you can help the Club by
filling the vacancy, please make your position known to a member of the committee.

R.A.0.U. SCIENTIFIC DAY, 20 members from ocur Club attended the Scientific

Day. I think most would have found it very aopsorbing and appreciated the detailed
study and research that had been required for each speaker to present his/her
paper. . . .

It was interesting to note that Australian birds differ from their Narthern
Hemisphere counterparts, so their study is important in many ways, such as
national conservation, pest management, etc.

Mr. S. Marchant was informative and amusing about parasitic cuckoos, this
bird being difficult to study by its habit of laying in other birds nests, and a
variety of hosts. Australian cuckoos require much study, as little is known of
them, :

Mrs. M. N, Brown from W,A. presented a study compiled since 1978, in
association with her husband. It was so detailed and interesting, covering the
breeding biology of White-breasted Robins and Clamorous Reed-Warblers, Mrs. Brown
made the observation that through land cultivetion and clearing, one species
gained, and the other last. ,

We all enjoyed the day and hopefully, increased cur knowledge. It was stated
that studies of the Breeding B8iology of Birds, and the Nest Record Scheme, reguire :
many more participants.

Esmé Gay.

The committee would like to thank all those members who contributed their
time in helping with the registrations, morning/afterncon teas and field outings.
A special thanks to Lilo and Sigi Freund for their efforts in estimating and
purchasing the catering requirements, Editor.

JUNE MEETING, In years gone by a tree was just a tree, very impressive and
pleasant, But these days trees are interesting, in fact fascinating. The more
I learn about trees, the more I find there is to learn and Dick Turner certainly
pointed this out in his knowledgeable talk,

Trees are like a conglomerate of different parts and functions all very
individual and specific. Like different types of leaves, a maze of shapes and
sizes, textures and shades of colour, even the smell. Some trees even change the
shape and size of their leaves with age. And then there's the bark, is it stringy,
flaky, grooved aor smooth, hard or soft and what colour is under the bark., Is it
a scribbly gum with no scribbles?

Dick's slides showed us same of the beauty of the flowers of trees, really
spectacular, The fruits and nuts also come in such a variety of shapes, sizes,
colours and textures., It's no wonder the birds are always singing with such a
smorgasboard of delicious food just waiting to be eaten. -

Dick is obviously very knowledgeable in his profession and very willing to
share this knowledge. Thanks to Dick we certainly appreciate this information,
adding to our bird watching pleasure,

Margaret Parkinson.

ves/3
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JUNE FIELD OUTING. 'Twas eight in the morning and 33 IBOC's had gathered for

the fray with the frost on the ground a short way alaong the Picton Road. Well,
actually there were 30 IBOC's to start with, being joined by 3 more later an

along the track who had been redirected by President Dave, following a late change
of venue from Mount Kembla. It was alsoc felt that there may have been a few who
had slept in and so had missed a most perfect day.

With dire warnings from Leader Laurie not to venture within a 100 metres
of the mine shaft we started off along the trail which meant following the pgwer
line which provided an easy and visible means of keeping our location and not
becoming lost. It wasn't long before we. were being regaled by the mimicry of a
Superb Lyrebird. Attempting to sight him by chasing from one side of the track to
the other soon disclosed that there were two that were calling and the chase was
given up after 1 was sighted.

Proceeding up ridges and down and across creeks and finelly after about 100
klms (?] we stopped for lunch at the 'major creek' - a very picturesque place with
a waterfall and stream that flowed beneath the rock and then gushed cut a further
10 to 15 metres downstream, The area was surrounded by diverse flora with Scribbly
Gums and Swamp Banksia being dominant. Following Dick Turner!s very interesting
talk the previous Monday evening on 'Trees and Plants' quite a few members were
very conscious of the different species along the way - as well as the birds.
Whilst having lunch we were visited and observed by a number of species, these
included Southern Emu-wren, Beautiful Firetail, Brown-headed Honeyeater and Origma.

After lunch during which some of the men spun a few stories and some of the
ladies decided to form a choir after a practice run, Laurie 'John Wayne' gave the
command "For'ard" or more precise "Retreat" and we retraced our steps, climbing
the ridges and abseiling down to the creeks., Interest on the return journey was
provided by the numerous sightings which included Grey Fantail, Bronzewing Pigeons
White—-eared & White-naped Honeyeaters, White-throated & Red-browed Treecreepers,
Crested Shrike-tit, and the common but beautiful Eastern Yellow Robin,

On arrival back at the rainforest the party dispersed, some going upstream
and some downstream., 4 Logrunners were sighted also several Wonga Pigeons, Yellow-
throated Scrubwrens and two more Superb Lyrebirds., Returning to our cars about
3=30pm. and after rounding up the stragglers, a brief meeting was held and it was
voted a most interesting, successful and most pleasant day. A fitting and parting
farewell was the sighting of a Grey Goshawk which alighted briefly nearby and
was last seen being pursued across Mount Qusley Road by two Australian Magpies.

Don_Rodgers.

PLEASE NOTE - Due to publication of Barren Grounds programme, May = June
Interesting Sightings will appear in August newsletter,

OF SPARROWS & SPIDERS. I was interested in Dave's account in the May issue
concerning a sparrow caught in a spider's web. There is a large, fawn coloured
spider that spins its webs in our garden and I have had to train them not to place
their webs across pathways. This is quite simple, after a couple of knockdowns
they usually get the message.

One particularly persistent specimen didn't and being unable to touch a
spider, I collected it in a prawn net (when nobody was looking) and transported
it to anather part of the garden. Did I have a Jjob to get it out of the net!

From time to time I have noticed an apparently vacated web with a large hole
in the middle and one day the answer came., I saw a sparrow flying towards a web
and go right through it, result was a large hole in the middle and no spider,

I have often watched sparrows hovering along the eaves and -cover strips
feeding on the spiders that make their homes there. However one day as I watched
a hovering sparrow near the eaves, a large spider dropped on a short web and fully
extended its legs and appeared to puff up its body to enormous size. The sparrow
changed its mind and flew off, I was reminded of Miss Muffett.

) Margaret Ward.

.../
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A TRIP TO THE OCEAN BLUE. Although I have done a fair amount of birding I knaow
virtually nothing about offshore birds so 1 took advantage of a trip offered as
part of the very successful R,A.0.U. Scientific Day at the University of Wollongong.
The six a.m, start was a little hard but everybody was on time and we set off with
rain threatening, but a calm sea. 0Once out of the harbour the boat bobbed about

a good deal and we soon gat cgur first, and fortunately, our only shower,

Someone was busily cutting up bits of fish to feed the Silver Gulls over the
stern., This was to ensure that they stayed with us well offshore and so act as a
lure for the deep sea birds to come in and investigate. Very soon the first of the
albatrosses arrived and we had both the Yellow-nosed and the Black-browed with us
competing with the gulls for the rzst of the trip.

By this time the boat was bouncing so much that I had trouble keeping my
balance let alone picking up and focussing on the minute specks dodging in and out
of the waves which were confidently being identified as Providence, Great-winged
or Southern Giant Petrels by the experts all around me. In fact my confusion was
almost complete until I discovered to my relief that the reason I couldn't tell
the difference between the Providence and Solander's Petrel was because they are
the same bird!

At this point a real note of excitement crept into the voices of those on the
upper deck. An Albatross with a darkish head came towards us and then veered away.
A great debate ensued as to its identity. It then returned and to the delight
of all it proved to be a Grey-headed Albatross which has only twice before been
identified in New South Wales waters. It flew round the boat several times before
being tempted to try for some of the pieces of fish., Then, to the amazement of
all, a second and a third Grey-headed Albatross appeared! QOur fish pieces were
greatly appreciated and I wish I could report that they were hand fed but we didn't
guite reach that stage of familiarity with them. All the birds were juveniles at
slightly different stages of development which was most instructive.

Wandering Albatrosses meant that we saw four species of these magnificent
birds in all. The delicate Wilson's Storm Petrel together with Fairy Prions,
Fluttering Shearwater and Gannets were added to my list as well as Socuthern Black-
backed Gulls, Crested Terns and a Great Skua.

We got back to Wollongong harbour at about 5 pm, having been some 50 miles
of f shore and having had a splendid, if exhausting day. These trips are proposed
to be manthly affairs and are being organised by David Fischer who carr be contacted
by telephone on Wollongong 27-1704 if you are interested. I can certainly
recommend the experience,

David Winterbottom.

THE TRIP_OF A LIFETIME- (Part 2)

Driving along the main road heading north we were 1ntr1gued by the continua.
burning off of the bush while there were signs everywhere saying "This is a fire
protected area." However, the Black Kites were making the most of it, circling
averhead in large numbers waiting to feast on the insects or small animals
fleeing the fires. We found this to be a common sight on our travels in the north
of the territory. Qur destination for the day was Daly River Crossing, which is
north-west of Pine Creek and west of the Stuart Highway, about 4 hours drive from
Katherine. We saw our first Partridge Pigeons and Water Buffalos on this drive.

We enjoyed wandering arcund Red Lily Lagoon watching Radjah Shelducks, GComb-

crested Jacanas, Black-necked Storks, Pelicans, egrets and Koels, in fact 30 species
of birds in 2 an hour. Alongside this lagoon is another that is an Aboriginal
sacred area and only women can enter - you have to watch these special areas and

not stray! On dusk a huge flock of 200+ Rainbow Bee-eaters circled the camping

area and roosted in the trees - it was a sight to behold.

We moved on to Darwin the fallowing day making camp at Howard Springs and
spent 4 very enjoyable days travelling around the area, The highlight was 2 visits
to Fogg Dam - a must for every birdwatcher. Originally the area was established
for the experimentation of rice growing, but the birds moved in and took over and
it is now a nature reserve. Australian Pratincole were wandering everywhere along
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the road to the dam and Forest and Red-backed Kingfishers sitting on all available
telegraph wires. What a sight when we arrived - we didn't know where to look
first! Magpie Geese and Pied Herons were there by the hundreds, Comb-crested
Jacanas, Black-winged Stilts, Glossy, Straw-necked and Sacred Ibis, cormorants,
spoonbills, ducks, egrets, terns, pygmy-geese, finches and ocur first Yellow-rumped
Mannikin were some of the birds we saw, it was so excitingi We were there in the
morning and again in the afternocon and photographed a glorious sunset in the
company of many mosquitaos.

Yarrawonga Sanctuary had recently been taken over by the Conservation
Commission and is a haven for sick and injured birds and animals. We arrived there
about 9-30am, for feeding time and a lot of visiting birds arrived to partake of
the feast, especially Pied Herons, We also visited Marraki Conservation area,
Berry Springs, Howard Springs picnic arsa and of course Darwin including the -
Botanic Gardens where we saw the Yellow Oriole. Berry Springs is a good spot for
a swim and also a great birding spot, here we saw the Yellow Figbird, Spangled
Drongo, Varied Triller, Large-billed Gerygone and Rufous-~banded and Red-headed
Honeyeaters. There are large flocks of Magpie Larks in the north, they seem to
take over from the Australian Magpie which is not recorded around the Darwin area,
and we had a flock af 50 Magpie Larks in the caravan park where we were staying.

Thursday 24th June we set off for Kakadu National Park and what a wonderful
experience that proved to be, We set up camp at Malabanbandju for the first few
days, a lovely little camping area beside a beautiful lagoon complete with pit
toilets. Here we had lovely sunrises, saw a Dingo, heard Bush Thick-knee calling
at night, and enjoyed sitting in front of the van watching honeyeaters bathing in
the lagoon and a family of Brown Quail wandering by. There were lots of birds
around including the Pheasant Coucal, Brown,Bar-breasted, White-throated and
White-gaped Honeyeaters, Farest and Sacred Kingfishers and Masked, Long-tailed
and Crimson Finches tao name a few,

We visited Obiri Rock, famous for it's Aboriginal paintings and wandered
in the maonsoon rainforest, being careful not to trespass onto Aboriginal sacred
ground. Here we saw an Orange-footed Scrubfowl, figbirds, orioles and Emerald
Doves and nearby Brolga and another dinga.

Lunch was beside the East Alligator River where several people were fishing
for Barramundi and we saw several Aboriginals driving across the causeway into
Arnhem Land where white people can only go if they have a permit., We spent a day
on the Kakadu Princess cruising the South Alligator River and saw our first salt-
water crocodiles - 26 in all. We sampled Barramundi and Buffalo steak for lunch
and on arrival back at the floating pontoon wharf noticed that the river had risen
30feet since our departure in the morning.

Jabiru is the main township in the area. The shopping complex had just been
constructed and the tradespeople were just moving into modern, air conditioned
shops from very cramped air conditioned portable buildings. Some very modern
brick homes had bsen built for the uranium miners working nearby.

dune 29th saw us move to Yellow-waters, another lovely camping spot within
the park., Here we enjoyed a 2 hour boat trip through the lagoon seeing hundreds
of birds, some crocodiles and lots of fishermen. Magpie Geese and.Pied Herons
were everywhere, also Striated and Rufous Night Herons, Caspian and Gull-billed
Terns, Green Pygmy-Geese, ibis, egrets, swamphens, plovers, Darters, Wandering
Whistling-Duck, 0live-backed QOrioles, Shining Flycatchers, Bar-shouldered Doves,
Buff-banded Rails, Black-necked Storks - the list seemed endless. We saw a
Whistling Kite swoop down and take a snake from a mangrove tree and fly up to a
nest with it. Peaceful and Diamond Doves, White-breasted and Little Woodswallows,
Mistletoebirds, Willie Wagtails, corellas, and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos were
also in the area.

A couple of days were spent at Nourlangie Rangers Camp along with the masguitos
and a very noisy generator, but the Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove and Tawny Grassbirds
were there so we soon forgot any problems. From here we visited Nourlangie Rock
and saw the famous Blue Paintings done by the Aboriginies many years ago, as well
as lots of other paintings. The highlight of this spot was the sighting of 2

Chestnut-quilled Rock-Pigeons wandering arocund the Blue Rock area, but we had to
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" be careful as there are several areas of sacred ground.

Saturday 3rd July we packed up and set off for UDP Falls driving through
some very interesting creek crossings and seeing a lot of termite nests. What a
pleasant sight the lovely clear pool and 100metre high waterfall ‘was to us - we
couldn't wait to have a swim, our first for some time. We climbed tao the top aof
the falls and saw several species of haneyeaters including our first White-lined
Honeyeater, The area at the top of the falls was beautiful with lots of lovely
waterholes, little orchids and flowering grevilleas. There were several Great
Bowerbirds in the camp and a large decorated bower in use.

On 6th July we were once more on the road heading for Pine Creek and looking
for the Hooded Parrot. The Ranger at Pine Creek suggested we camp at the roadside
rest area at £Edith River where we could find the parrot but we had no luck.
However, Qockatiels, Galahs, Red-tailed ‘Black-Cockatoos, Rufous Whistlers, Crested
Pigeons and a White-bellied Sea~Eagle were seen thers.

Springvale Homestead on the Katherine River at Katherine was our next stop-—
over for 2 nights. The homestead had been built by the explorer Giles, who drove
the first cattle there from South Australia over 100 years ago and there were same
very interesting trees growing there including Indian Rain, Boab, Custard Appls,
Native Fig and Jew Jew Trees that produces fruit comtaining quinine. Here we saw
3 kingfishers, the Azure, Sacred and Red-backed as well as the Blue-winged
Kookaburra.

Mataranka is ancother lovely old homestead, Jjust over 100 km, south of
Katherine with beautiful thermal pools. This was our home for the next 2 nights
and we relaxed and enjoyed the warm water, We photographed a waterhole with
mauve waterlilies and as we packed up to leave 13 Great Bowerbirds sat in the
trees above us. Crossing the high bridge at Warlock Ponds we were amazed - to see
how the water had dried up since we'd been there a month before. South of Elliott
the trees are shorter and the growth more stunted, quite a contrast to the taller
trees and shrubs that grow further north where there is more rain,

We had continually been frustrated by the swift flight of lorikeets in
the north and it wasn't until we arrived back at Mt, Isa on 5th August and camped
inthe Moodarra Caravan Park that we were able to identify these birds as the Varied
Lorikeets. The bloodwood trees were in full flower and the birds were content to
stay and feed thus giving us a very good sighting.

It was 12th July and as we drove southwards towards Three Ways and Tennant
Creek with our next goal in mind, we reflected back on our adventures up north
and all the lovely places, plants and birds we'd seen since we turned this corner
a little over a month before, how fortunate we were to be able to share this
wonderful experience together, and now we were heading south to new experiences
and excitement,

Nola & Laurie Williams,
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A FUNNY DUCK. On 1 st June Lindsay Smith and I went to Comerong Island in
an effort to find an unusual duck that Barry Virtue had told me about a few days
before. The duck was first sighted by Diana Wright and Judy Wilson from Nowra an
2lst May,1985. 1t was sighted again the next day by Barry and Diana and again by
Barry on 29th May.

The bird was situated on the south-west corner of the lagoon, on the northern
side of Comerong Island. Here the water is fairly deep and has a heavily vegetated
bottom. A fresh water channel drains from the island's swamps and enters the
lagoon here thus making the water brackish.,

The bird was found almost immediately upon our arrival at the lagoon. It was
associating with a group of about 50 Eurasian Coot as it had been doing since its
discovery ten days previously. In size it was similar or slightly smaller than the
coot, It sat very low in the water similar to the Musk Duck., The colour was a
dark grey-brown with the head tending to be a darker brown. The body was laterally
aligned with pale scallaping. It's bill was a greyish-blue while it's shape was
best described as shovel shaped. It's tail was long and fanned out aver the water,
or when the bird became alert it was cocked up vertically, the quills of the tail
feathers were very thick and extended beyond the feathering giving it a spine-
tailed appearance, Barry and Diana ocbserved it diving however all it wanted to do
while we were there was sleep. There is no doubt as to the birds identity, a
female Blue-billed Duck. As to why it has appeared in such an unusual location we
can offer no explanation. They are usually found on deep freshwater ponds with
dense vegetation around the edges or vast open water areas., The bird allowed us
to approach to within twenty metres which is alsoc against their general behaviour,
which is shy and retreating. This all goes to prove that birds have wings and
they don't read books! L _

Several other unusual sightings were also found while we were -there. A
Yellow=billed Spoonbill was sighted in the adjacent swampy ground, while on the
sand flats were over 270 Bar-tailed Godwits, an unusual number for this time of
year, When we put the Godwits up we had another surprise; 5 Black-tailed Godwits
which is also very unusual for this time of year. Also present were 14 Pied
Oystercatchers and a Sooty Oystercatcher which is usually found on rocky outcrops.
Overall it was a fascinating day and as usual Comerong Island proved to be one
of the maost interesting places in our area to go birding.

: Chris Chafer,
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QBSERVERS THE CIRCULAR OF THE ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB
B .
LU Aﬁ;// Registered by Aust. Post Publication No NBH 3848,
POSTAL ADDRESS P.0. BOX 56 FAIRY MEADOW NSW 2519.
CLUB MOTTO _ PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
"One Good Tern Dave Thomson i Hazel Emery Ron Almond
Deserves Another" 84 Mt, Pleasant Rd. 63 Dymock St. 2 Shoobert Cres.
' BALGOWNIE NSW 2519 BALGOWNIE NSW 2519 KEIRAVILLE NSW 2500
84-2876 84-0139 29-8612

CLUB'S AIM: To join together people with a common interest who wish to-further
their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS are due on lst January each year, FAMILY $8, SINGLE %5
STUDENT $2.

NEXT MEETING - will be held at the Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens Centre, cnr

of Collaery Avenue & Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow on Monday 12th August at 7-30pm,
The GUEST SPEAKER faor the evening will be David Fischer., David has a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Biology from the University of Redlands, California, A Master of
Science Degree in Wildlife Management from Texas A & M University and has partly
completed a Doctorate at Texas Tech University. He will speak to us about the
Wildlife of Costa Rica and illustrate his talk with a selection of slides from
this interesting part of the world.

The evening will provide members with the opportunity to gain an insight into
the diverse wildlife of this interesting Central American country with many species
so different from our own., We can all look forward to an informative and
entertaining evening. '

FIELD OUTING - Sunday 18th August to Wingecarribee Dam. Proceed to Robertson and

ke a right-hand turn onto the Kangaloon Rbad. Proceed to the dam wall parking
area approximately 14 klms from Robertscn., We will be meeting there at 8-30am.
and visiting several spots in the area.

FILM NIGHT -~ Saturday 17th August., PLEASE NOTE - this film night will be held at
the home of Norma & Ron Almond, 2 Shoobert Crescent, Keiraville not at the
Williams' as shown in the 1985 programme, Two sessions 6-00pm & B8-00pm. Bring
a plate and enjoy an informal social evening. The programme is as follows;

(1) CREATURES OF THE DAWN 16 mins

Various Australian birds and animals seen in their natural surroundings.
(2) THE STARLING 20 mins

A look at its life cycle.
(3) LDOK AGAIN AT GULLS 25mins

Describes and identifies ten species of gull commoniy found around the
British Isles -
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(4) RIPPLES IN THE REEDS 20mins
Looks at birdlife on the Leighton Moss marshland in Lancashire, U.K,.

OCTOBER CAMPS ADVANCE NOTICE

Family Camp - Friday 4th October to Monday 7th. Location Conjola approximately
2 hours south of Wollongong,

Long Distance Camp.- Friday 18th October to Monday 2lst. This camp W;Il be
located at Numeralla, 20 klms east of Cooma on a property named 'Tarcoola'
approximately 5 hours drive from Wollongong.

Detailed maps locating both camp sites will be published in the September
newsletter.

DUE TO EARLY PREPABATION of this newsletter because of Kakadu trip, there will
be no summaries of July meeting and field outing. ‘

JULY FILM NIGHT - A total of 43 members attended the two sessions at the home
of Wal & Hazel Emery., All the films dealt with outback and northern Australisa,
and showed the diversity of the flora and fauna in both the wet and dry seasons.
They heightened the enthusiasm of those preparing to go on the Kakadu trip and
probably left those not going feeling a little envious.

Thanks to Richard Miller for selecting the films, to Jim Robinson for
organizing the projector and to all members who attended and contributed to a
pleasant evening.

SUAILS AND CURLEWS. R

Yuraygir National Park is situated between the townships of Red Rock and
Angourie on the N.S.W. north coast. It was formerly divided into three separate
parks, Red Rock N,P, in the south Minnie Water Nature Reserve in the centre and
Angourie N,P, to the north. Due to recent additions to these parks, they are now
Joined together and are collectively known as Yuraygir N.P.

During early April we paid a visit to the southern Red Rock section of the
park, Intending only an overnight stop we were so impressed with the varied
habitat that we spent four days exploring this interesting environment.

The focal paint of the park is the Station Creek Rest Area, set among a
beautiful selection of angophoras, banksia, casuarina and melaleuca. A good
variety of camping spots are made more pleasant with the provision of pit toilets
picnic tables, fire places and plenty of wood in the wood pile.

A 16 klm dirt road leads to the rest area, leaving the Princes Highway
approximately 40 klms north of Coffs Harbour., It passes through pine forest,
eucalypt forest and open grassland. At the northern end of the rest area is a
nature trail. Initially this leads down to Station Creek where we observed
White-bellied Sea-tEagle, Striated Heraon and Azure Kingfisher. After climbing
back up the creek bank the track veers westward and takes the walker through a
surprisingly diverse variety of tree types. Along this section we found Red-
backed Fairy-wrens, Glossy Black Cockatoos, Rainbow and Scaly-breasted Lorikeets.
After another five hundred metres of forest, the track turns south and gives way
to open grassland. \thile we were there the grasses varied in height from a half
to one and a half metres, and were very wet, Along .this section we found many
Brown Quail ranging from chicks (little more than a small black ball of fluff)
to adults, Tawny Grassbird, Singing Bushlark, Diamond Firetail and eight tiny
King Guail. The track then comes out onto the main access road about a kilometre
from the rest area. Almost directly opposite this point is an old farm dam, now
overgrown with reeds and small trees, Here we found White-throated and Brown
Honeyeaters, Chestnut-breasted Mannikin and a Pheasant Coucal. 0n two spotlighting
ventures we found a \White-throated Nightjar at this point,

Common birds through the park include Blue-faced and {hite-cheeked Honeyeaters
Torresian Crow and White-breasted Woodswallow.
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Going east from the rest area you travel over a few hundred metres of sand
dunes eventually arriving at the beach. The creek also enters the sea here and
on its northern side is a rocky headland. Species found here included Socoty
Oystercatcher, Eastern Reef Egret, Little Tern, Double-banded Plover and Black-
fronted Plover. .

About 1.5 Klms west of the camping area a 4WD track heads off to the south.
This track passes through open grassland and crosses several small creeks before
turning east, once again coming to the dune system, Here are several large
lagoons fringed with reeds and casuarinas and partially covered with lillies.
They provide ideal habitat for many waterbirds including Egrets, Musk Duck,
Hardhead, Herons and the Comb-crested Jacana. -

Once on the beach a further 2 klm walk to the south brings you to another
estuary on the northern edge of Red Rock township., It was here on a small sand
islet in the middle of the stream that we found the highlight of our stay, the
Beach Thick-knee. In fact three birds were found, two adults and an immature
bird. Wanting a closer look at this odd looking species 1 waded out to the isle.
Upon wading ashore I was gquite surprised to find that instead of running away
- the birds actually ran towards me and after sitting down and squeaking I enticed
the birds to within five metres. of me. Belonging to the wader family, they are
guite large standing over half a metre tall. They are mainly nocturnal, feeding
on crabs and other marine invertebrates which occur in estuaries and beaches., It
was quite strdnge to have these odd looking waders standing a few metres away
bobbing their heads, flicking their tails from side to side and calling in a high
pitched whistle. Other species present at this location included Pied Oyster—
catcher, Whimbrel, Osprey, Black-shouldered Kite and Gull-billed Terns. )

In all we recorded over 90 species during our stay and much more habitat
went unexplored. I can thoroughly recommend this area as a stop-over point or
indeed a destination for anyone travelling to the north. Idoubt that you will
be disappointed.

e

Chris & Kerry Chafer.

SOME_NOTES ON FIVE NEW SPECIES FOR THE HOSKIN'S NATURE RESERVE.

The addition of five species to the Bird List of the Cecil Hoskin's Nature
Reserve near Mgpss Vale brings the total to 102. A summary of the birds was made
in a report; The Avifauna of the Cecil Hoskin's Nature Reserve (C.Sonter, Bowral
1976, Unpub.) which formed the basis for intended Public Relations literature by
the N.S.\W. National Parks and Wildlife Service. Since the production of that
Report 1l species have been added and their details published or made known
shrough a wide source of papers. It is the writers intention to summarise and
~give added notes to five more species in this short paper.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus. The presence of this species in the
Berrima District has been documented in; Cumberland Bird Observer's Club News-
letter, 5:1, Sept/Oct 1983 (Senter, C) and Illawarra Bird Observer's Club News,
November 1984 (Smith, L). Further observations have appeared since in both these
publications (Unusual sightings). Smith (loc.cit) saw them on the Wingecarribee
Dam, "... in past years and even found the odd pair breeding there,." is remark-
able to say the least. The dam was still under construction in 1978 and certainly
was unfavourable to most species for sometime after it filled. .

On 17th January while birdwatching in the Hoskin's Reserve I observed a
Great Crested Grebe in breeding plumage. The bird appeared to be "spinning”, in
a fashion not unlike that performed by the Phalarope sp., in a dense patch of
surface-floating water weed. After clearing the weed cover it dived, remained
submerged briefly before returning to thse surface. This action being performed
several times during my period of observation, Just as I was leaving I noted a
small striped chick emerge from between the folded wings of the adult bird,

The chick jumped from the adults back, swam a short distance between the water
~ weed and watched the spinning and diving technique of the adult.
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The chick was not seen to be fed nor did it submerge. I left my viewing
spot to observe birds elswhere but on my return saw another adult Grebe tending
the chick. During another five minutes of observation I noted both adults to
"spin" and dive and also profferred food items to the chick., The chick, in my
opinion was five to seven days old. )

Of further interest is that P. Bath observed one immature GBreat Crested
Grebe at Hoskin's Reserve aon the 30th January 1985 (IBOC News, Apr.'85)., It
should be noted that the fledging to adult period for this species is 71 - 79
days (Handbook of the Birds of Europe the Middle East and North Africa, Cramp,
et al, 1977), Therefore, the observation of a downy chick on 17th January 1985
would not reach "immature" stage in the next 13 days and the observation of
P. Bath may well refer to another bird from a different pair.

In any event the Great Crested Grebe of 17th January 1985 marks not only the
first record but also the first-known breeding of the species in the reserve,
NOTE: Fledging to maturity is for that period between hatching to when the young
are independent of the adults.

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos 0On 17th January 1985, while watching birds from the
walking track in the reserve, I noted some birds perched on fallen dead timber
in water opposite me on the south—eastern edge near an animal shelter, This
group of birds contained two Grey Teal A. gibberifrons, two Pacific Black Ducks
A superciliosa, one Little Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax melanoleucos and a duck
"dabbling" under the branches in the water.

The dabbling bird emerged to perch and preen with the other birds but was
then seen to have a more chestnut hue to the plumage, no noticeable eyestripe
and feet of a bright orange-red. Later, when the bird preemed under the left
wing the speculum showed rich purple. Another species which could perhaps be
confused with the Mallard would be the Australasian Shoveler A. rhynchotis because
of wing speculum, feet colour and female/eclipse plumage being similar to a true
Mallard,

WHITE-BELLIED SEA-EAGLE Haliaeetus leucogaster. This species, though a breeding
resident of the Berrima District had not been recorded at the Hoskin's Reserve,
On 26th August 1984 a single adult-plumaged bird was observed to harass resting
waterfowl and other birds on the open water and nearby pastureland at the north-
eastern end of the reserve., The species has probably been overlooked since a
pair regularly patrol the Wingecarribee River just downstream of the reserve.

SHARP=TAILED SANDPIPER Calidris acuminata. Not only is this a new record for the
reserve but also for the district. Because of the former topography (now changed
by large dams etc.) of the Berrima District it is not surprising that the Charad
riiformes were poorly represented. With the construction of the two large dams
of the Wingecarribee and Fitzroy Falls creating some suitable habitat, it is now
attractive to this family. An example of this has been that of a Common Sandpiper
Tringa hypoleucos being observed at Fitzroy Falls Reservoir by P, Bath (IBOC News
April 1985, 6:7} However, at Hoskin's Reserve there is little wader habitat for
birds of the Calidris genus, so the observation aof two birds on 26th August 1984
is significant. Both birds were observed foraging over a large floating mass of
aquatic weed and sedges on the eastérn edge of the reserve.

COMMON MYNAH Acridotheres tristis. It was only a matter of time before this
species would find its way onto the Bird List of Hoskin's Reserve. In many parts
of the district this species has shown it can survive well away from human habit-
ation. On 26th August 1984 three birds were observed in trees on the edge of the
walking track near the gate at the northern end. One bird was seen to inspect
two tree hollows in a dead tree.

Chris Sonter.
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MY TRIP ARCUND AUSTRALIA.

we left at 3.00am on Saturday Sth May 1984, Stopped at Toowoomba but no
special sightings except 1 Flame Rabin (male]. 1lst Brolga for trip near Rock-
hampton on the next day, also heard both Laughing and Blue-winged Kookaburras at
Rockhampton caravan park. Red=winged Parrot, Pale-headed Rosella, Magpie Goose
and Black~-necked Stork were all seen on the next day while 2 new species, the
Red-backed Fairy-wren and Pheasant Coucel, were seen in Townsville.

By the 3rd day we were in Cairns and we decided to stay a few days. Brown
and Yellow Honeyeaters flourished in the caravan park, We also went to the Low
Isles, 2 beautiful islands off Port Douglas where tropical fish can be seen and
Brown Booby and both phases of the Eastern Reef Egret abound. Sooty Tern and
the yellow race of Figbird were also seen at Cairns. We then crossed the Atherton
Tablelands where I spotted a Brown Cuckoo=Dove and Australian Brush-turkey., We
stopped at the crater in Mt, Hypipamee National Park where a Grey Whistler and
Atherton Scrubwren were seen, 0On the other side of the range, a Sguatter Pigeon
and Red-backed Kingfisher were seen,

The next day we stopped at Normanton near the Gulf of Carpentaria where
Australian Pratincole are very common., Australian Hobby and Plumed Whistling-
Duck were also seen. We left Normanton the next day and headed for Burketown.
In 25 klms of road we counted 282 Australian Pratincole. The lst Great Bowerbird
and Varied Lorikeet of the trip were seen and .Diamond Dove, Sarus Crane, Spotted
Harrier and iandering Whistling-Duck were new species seen., As we left camp the
following day I saw my first Green Pygmy-Goose. Later that day an Australian
Bustard with an immature crossed the road in front of us.

We were now in the Northern Territory., We stayed at Katherine a few days
and no birds were sighted except the occasional Black Kite. We left Katherine
on the 18th May, 2 weeks after we started, for Inverway Station on the Victoria
River downs., O0On the way a Black-breasted Buzzard was viewed. We stayed there a
few days and Little Button-quail were flushed, We left for Kununurra on the
Tuesday, Spinifex Pigeon were seen on the way. We stayed there a few days and
Radjah Shelduck, Collared Sparrowhawk, Yellow-tinted Honeyeater, Crimson, Long-
tailed and Masked Finches, Tawny Grassbird, an Osprey, Comb-crested Jacana and
Little Shrike=thrush were all seen. We then travelled to a place where I have
seen Purple~crowned Fairy-wrens and Red-headed Honeyeaters but instead we saw
Aed-backed Button-quail, Banded, Bar-breasted and White-throated Honeyeaters,
White-quilled Rock Pigeon and Spotted Nightjar to name a few. We then travelled
through Hall's Creek to Geikie Gorge where Grey-headed, White-gaped and Golden-
backed Honeyeaters were all viewed at close range.

We then went to Derby and from there to Broome, 0On the way both Black and
Grey Falcons were seen, ‘e stayed at Broome for a couple of days and then we
«ravelled south through Port Hedland to Dampier. e went fishing here and saw
Wilson's Storm-Petrel, Roseate Tern and another Osprey. By the 9th June we were
at Canarvon and Singing and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters, iWhite-backed Swallow,
Wedgebill and a Blue-and-white \iren had all been seen, It took 2 days to get to
Perth and on the way, Laughing Turtle-Doves and Brown-headed Honeyeaters were
seen in banksia, White-tailed Black Cockatoo, Fort Lincoln and Regent Parrots,
Inland Thornbill and Australian Shelduck were all seen in and around Perth.
Albany was the next destination and \/hite-cheeked Honeyeater, Western Rosella
and Rock Parrots were all seen here. We then travelled to Esperance and White-
browed Babbler were spotted as well as Pacific Gulls. Then up to Kalgoorlie and
across the Nullarbor, where Pink Cockatoo were seen, to-Adelaide; the Adelaide
Rosella was seen here, From here we went through Victoria through Pinnaroc and
Ouyen and back through Narrandera and Yass. Blue Bonnets and Crimson Rasella
were the last 2 species seen.

The trip lasted 2 months covering approximately 18,000 klms. 198 species
were seen, 66 of which were new species. The bird most seen was the Magpie-lark
and the most abundant in its range was the Australian Pratincole.
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INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FOR MAY - JUNE, 19885.

MC Barn 0wl 1 1Ill. Yacht Club

U Pacific Heron 4 F6 Kanahooka Road
S Spangled DOrongo 2 Primbee

PE Peaceful Dove 1"

§ Little Eagle 1 Korrungulla Swamp
R Great Crested Grebe 90 Wingecarribee

U Hoary-headed Grebe 200+ " "

R Vlhite-winged Tern Windang

R Blue-billed Duck Comerong Island

S Black-teiled Godwit "

R Pied Oystercatcher 1 "

S Eastern Reef Egret Barrack Point

U Rufous Night Heron Windang

S Australasian Bittern Shellharbour S.W.
S Darter Towradgi Creek
MC Horsfield's Bronze Cuckoo Stuart Park

C Sacred Kingfisher " "

MG Jacky Winter

MC Gang Gang Cockatoo
MC Little Tern

MC White-fronted Tern
R Red=-rumped Parrot

MC Yellow=throated Scrubwren

lJ Emerald Dove

U Crested Shrike-tit

5 Australasian Bittern

MC White-bellied Sea-Eagle
5 White-headed Pigeon

MC Wedge-tailed Eagle

tJ  Azure Kingfisher

Il Yellow-tailed Black Coc
Australian Hobby

Kelp Gull

Grey Currawong

Little Grasbird

Grey Goshawk
White-headed Pigeon
Collared Sparrowhawk
Striated Heron

Striated Heron

Rose Robin

U TCwCcCCCc

Socty Albatross
Northern Giant-Petrel
Cape Petrel -
Wihite~headed Petr
Kermadec Petrel
Arctic Tern

katoo
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n "

Bulli Pass
Sandon Point

n 3

J.de Kelly Park
Mt.Kembla

Mt. Kembla

[1]

Shellharbour S, W,
Primbee

Bass Point
Albion Park
Unanderra
Keiraville

Mt. Warrigal
Russellvale Tip
Meryla Pass
Hoskin's N,R.
Woonona

Bass Point
Balgownie

Dak Flats
Fairy Creek
Balgownie

15-5-85
4=-6-85

21-5-85

19-5-85
27-5-85
18-5-85
18~-5-85
20-5-85
1-6-85
1-6-85
1-6-85
9-6-85
9-6-85
5-6-85
2-6-85
3-6-85
17-5-85
8-6-85
16-5-85
7-6-85
7-6-85
10-6-85
8-6-85
8-6-85
8-656-85
17-5-85
22-5-85
27-5-85
4-6-85
30-5-85

3-5-85

8-5-85
4-5-85
5-5-85
5-5-85
11-5-85
25-5-85

30-6~-85

17-6-85
18-6-85
2-7-85

Boat trip off \Wollongong

n "
" "
" ”n
" 1"

i "

25~5-85

JULY NEWSLETTER "A Trip to the Dcean Blue"

Article reads three Imm Grey-headed Albatrosses.

R. Imisides
" .

C. Chafer

" & L., Smith etc.
Hales'
R. Almond

" -

I. Rowles

"

n

L & J McGettigan
" .

n

P. Bath

[1]

1"

E. Gay

P. Fackender
K, Mills
"

W& H Emery

W. Emery

H. Emery

D. Fischer,
L. Smith,
C. Chafer,
& Others.

Please correct to two only.
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QBSERVERS THE CIRCULAR OF THE ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUS
CLUB

Registered by Aust., Pcct Publication No NBH 3848,
POSTAL ADDRESS P.O0. BOX 56 FAIRY MEADQW NSW 2519.

CLUB MOTTO PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
"One Good Tern Cave Thamson Hazel Emery Ron Almond
Oeserves Another" 84 Mt. Pleasant Rd. 63 Dymock St. 2 Shoobert Cres.
: BALGOWNIE NS 2518 BALGOWNIE NSW 2515 KEIRAVILLE NSW 2500
84-2876 84-0139 29-3612

CLUB'S AIM: To join together pecple with a common interest whao wish to further
their knowledge and enjoyment of the birdlife around them.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS are due on lst January each year, FAMILY 88, SINGLE $5
STUDENT 32.

NEXT MEETING - will be held at the Fairy Meadow Senior CJitizens Centre, corner

of Ccllaery Avenue & Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow on Monday Sth September at
7-30 o.m. GCur GUEST SPEAKER for the evening will be Athol Colemane. Some members
will recall Athol having led cur club aon past field outings to the Windsor and
Camden areas. He is a member of the Cumberland Zird Observers Club and a very
knowledgeable and 2xperienced bird cbserver. His suibject for the svening will

be 'Nests, Eggs and Young'. Come along and enjoy an interesting informative
evening.

FIELD CUTING - Saturday l4th September to Yellow Rock., we will be meeting at Mr.
Mayo's property at 8-00 a.m. The property is situated 2.9 klms along the Yellow

Rock Road, off the Illawarra Highway west of Albion Park. Enter the property on
the left hand side just past a stock crossing sign. It is envisaged that this
walk will only last about half a day and members will have the alternative of a
short day or visiting some adjacent areas. B8ring a carry lunch if you intend to
stay all day.

KAKADU TRIP - A get together has been organized on Friday 20th September at 7-30p.m.
at our regular meeting hall to show scme slides and talk aver cur very successful
trip., An invitaticon is extended to all those who went an the trip and their
families to attend and bring a selection of slides. Please cull your slides down

to an interesting practical number as we expect much of the scenery will have been
duplicated many times cver. Any members not involved with the trip but wishing to
view the slides are cordially invited to attend. Please bring a plate for supper.

OCTOBER CAWPS, Conjola Camp - Friday 4th October to Monday 7th., This camp is
located an the property of 3tan & Lois Sperring. It fronts the Princes Highway
and is about 2Z «<lms south of Wandandian approximately 2 hours drive from
Wollongong.

Numeralla Camp - This is a long distance camp to a property named 'Tarcoocla'
approximately 20 klms east of Cooma. It will be held from Friday 18th Cctober to
Monday 21lst QOctober. Some members will possibly stay longer.
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Hot showers and toilet facilities will be provided at both camps. Members
are advised to take drinking water. If you have not previously attended any of
our camps grab some camping gear and come along. Caravan access 1s available to
both sites. Detailed location maps are on following page.

SPARING 3IRD CCUNT - 2nd November, For members new to bird counts this is a bi-
annual event where in conjunction with the Cumberland 8.0.C. and the N,3.W. F.0.C.
we survey the birdlife within an 80 klm radius of the G.P.0. If you wish to be
part of a team surveying the birdlife of the area, please contact Kevin Wood aon
25-5514,

ELECTICN OF OFFICE BEARERS - Both President Oave Thomson and Secretary Hazel
Emery have indicated they will not be standing for re-election at the November
glection for office bearers. If you feel you could contribute to the running of
your club by filling either of these vacant positions please make your thoughts
known to a member of the Committee.

JULY MEETING REPQORT. Like IBOC's logo tern, our guest speaker and club member,
Alan Sefton skimmed over the surface of the 58 years life span of the late John
Douglas Gibson, plunging here and there to relate some amusing anecdotes from
their long association. In their formative years in Thirrcul, Alan and Doug cam
closer together after the death of Doug's mother, so that competition between the
cousins became almost a sibling rivalry, conducted on the friendliest of terms -
often over crosswords - and cementing their partnershipg in all kinds of pursuits
and adventures, beginning with astronomy. The discovery of beachwashed birds
developed into their interest in ornithology, leading to Dcug's specialization
and Alan's broadening out into natural history. Their early mentors were K. A.
Hindmarsh and Arncld McGill.

Alan's tales of the banding trips for Wandering Albatrosses sounded like
Jerame K. Jerome's 'Three Men in a Boat'. Arthur Mothersdill's coinage of such
cautionary words as 'scrapers' and 'cakehole' far the bird's powerful wings and
Deak added to the inventiveness of DOoug's devices faor catching the albatrosses and
the comical picture aof their submerging under the weight of metal until the
successful cane hoopla with netting was constructed. GQuite obviously Doug and
Alan would delight in mastering the challenges posed them by nature, using skills
gained from electrical and mechanical engineering at the steelworks, together with
their imagination and ingenuity in those ecarly beginnings before the advent aof
techrology: the boat and camera were basic tools then,

Following on from Doug's scholastic achievements, Alan spoke of his versat
ility: his command of the English language by Jjovially employing repartee, innue~do
and double entendre or by formally writing detailed studies and records; his
ability as a lecturer and photographer, though somewhat camera-shy himself; and his
expertise in conservation issues and ecology, understanding now the vital links in
the chain ultimately affects each bird. Doug's perfectionism was well evidenced
in taxidermy in the preparation of bird skins. Alan's mention of fifteen minutes
for the two of them to complete a specimen reminded us of Doug's demonstration
sessions at Treetop Glen. The skins and countless painstaking records have been
referred to the museum and varicus organizations. Regularly Doug and Alan
critically read through sach other's material. In his paper 'Sirds of the County
of Camden' (March 1977), Doug acknowledged Alan's contribution: "whose past beach-
combing activities have helped augment the seabird tally".

As well as menticoning Doug's association with the Gulli Pass Scenic Reserve
Trust, RAOU and Barren Grounds 5ird Observatory, Alan described their Fairy Penguin
studies on the Five Islands, but warned us of the dire consequences through
increasing invasion of Silver Gulls. He also spoke nostalgically of the wealth
of wader-life, particularly the Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, that used to freguent
Tom Thumb Lagoocn.
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e all shared Alan's feelings of being thwarted oy Ooug's untimely death:
they had olanned so much more work and study together after their retirement
from their jobs. 3imilarly, we have commiserated with Doug's wife, Eetty,
and daughters, Jacky and Terrie.

This eulogy from Alan was delivered almost fourteen months after Doug's death.
His memary and inspiration, however, nave remained vividly alive within each one
of us, and, above all, his infectious sense of humour, which Alan emphasized. For
Dcug fun and learning were inseparable. Unfortunately perhaps, there was only a
handful of film slides accompanying the talk, but enough to bring back swiftly
images of Doug's pipe, haversack, blue jeans and white sandshces on club outings
and his guiet, witty consversations. Ironically, it was the unshakeable reality
of an insidious disease and not the feigned and seemingly innocuous ailment of the
"gurnicle" concocted by Doug which brought to a sudden end his achievements and
potentialities in Soth the human and natural worlds. &ut what a legacy he has
left behind for us all!

Mike Morphett.

JULY FTIELD CUTING REPORT. On a chilly Saturday morning 41 IBCC members made the
15 hour trip to Jervis Bay. After cheery welcomes and G'days we set off down the

9 klm track. A good sighting of the male Satin Bowerbird was made as we progressed
down the track, as well as the usual species such as the RAufous whistler, Silvers =
Laughing Kookaburra and the Brown Thornbill.

At Blacks waterhocle, Grey and Chestnut Teal were observed feeding guietly
as well as an excellent view of the ‘iedge-tailed Eagle. 3Some of the front leaders
were fortunate enough to see a pair of Gang-gang Cockatoos feeding methodically on
the blossom while the Crimson Rosellas and the King Parrots played 'tag' in the
Scribbly Gum, Further on in the low banksia the Red VWattlebird and the New Holland
Honeyeater were abserved.

At Brooks Lockout; our morning tea break, as older members reminisced about
the "good old days" the only sighting was of a far away \ihite—-bellied Jea-Eagle.
However, it was back on the track again as Laurie wished to keep a tight schedule
and the group retraced its steps back to the sandy intersection.

It was along here that a sly Red-bellied Snake was seen catching the last
warm rays of the sun. After several minutes of observaticn of us, it decided that
this strange motley, binocular-bearing group was too much, and it slid away into
the heath, Also observed was the Little wattlebird, the Brown-headed and Yellow-
faced Honeyeaters. '

In the following couple of kilometers only the Golden Whistler and the Grey
Shrike Thrush were seen in the coastal scrub. B8ut scon the vegetation changed
and the track wound down to the picturesgue Kittys Beach. As we emerged onta tf
white sandy beach the sighting of the day, although not ornithological was cbserved.
Three whales heading out to the open sea dived and swam z few hundred metres away
for several minutes, Almost directly after that the majestic White-bellied Sea-
tagle re-appeared and swooped across the bay only pausing to catch a fish.

While Timothy, our youngest member, played amongst the rocks and caves, our
older members stretched out on the beach like great walruses sunning themselves.
Some of the group wandered around the headland and spotted an Australasian Gannet
and the Eastern Reef Egret. As the "all aboard" was given by Leader Laurie, a
Fairy Prion and Sooty Oystercatcher flew past.

The walk back to Summer Cloud 8ay was uneventful besides an occasional
sighting of the Sea-Eagle. And as the last of the group stepped out of the orchid
strewn path, a guick confersnce and tally of the day's birds came to arcund 33
species. And as the convay of I20C vehicles pulled out of the parking area a
flock of White-naped Homeyeaters and a pair of Beautiful Firetails ended a tiring
but most pleasant day.

Luke McGettigan,
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AUGUST MEETING REPORT. Qur speaker for the August meeting was Mr., David Fischer,
a local member of American origin who has been with us now for about two years.
David spoke to us about the wildlife of Costa Rica, a small independant nation

in Central America.

While this country is only about 400 k1lm by 200 k1m at its widest points,
its diverse habitats provide a home for over 600 species of tirds as well as a
mul titude of mammals, reptiles and amphibians.

David spent many months in this beautiful little paradise while studying for
his degree in 8iology in the United States. With the aid of a good variety of
slides David took us from the wet rainforest clad east coast up through cloud
forest, ocak forest and the sparsely vegetated heights of the country's volcanic
mountain ranges, to the west coast where the trees are mainly deciduous, losing
their greenery in the dry season to a mass of flowers,

The beautiful Scarlet-rumped Tanager, Black-throated, Tiger 8ittern, Indigo
Sunting, Painted Bunting, Long-tailed Mannikin, many types of hummingbirds and
other species unigque to the area were all illustrated by David. e also showed a
wide variety of vegetation types, mammals and reptiles including some beautifully
coloured sea snakes and frogs.

David has proved toc be a valuable asset to Australian ornithology since
coming to our country mainly with his organization of pelagic boat trips from
Wollongong which are helping to understand the mavement and occurance of seabirds
within Australian waters.

His talk was listened to by a packed hall and his excellent narration was
only excelled by the beautiful flora and fauna of this small tropical paradise.

Chris Chafer.,

AUGUST FIELD OQUTING. 36 people turned up at the Yiingercarribee Dam [Lookout,

on a rather chilly morning. White's Thrush and a Blackbird were seen near the
lookout and the three species of Grebe, Great Crested, Hoary-headed and Austral-
asian were all seen on the dam with Little Pied Cormorants. A Slack Swan glided
over the dam showing its beautiful white wing patches.

A short walk through a forest provided little bird 1ife but as we arrived
back at the cars a flock of 3Straw-necked Ibis flew over and a Marsh Harrier glided
ma jestically overhead., It was then a short drive, and we were at Fitzroy Falls.
At the car park, Pied Currawongs, Laughing Kookaburra, 3Superb Fairy-wrens and
iWihite~-browed Scrubwrens were viewed. e then started along the East Trail where
Brown and Striated Thornbill were seen and ‘White-throated Treecreepers were heard.

W¥e were hoping to see a Superb Lyrebird and Pilotbirds in a wet gully, Gut a
group of people came along at exactly the wrong time and none were seen. The many
lookouts along the track provided beautiful views of the valley and the waterfalls
falling into it. At one of these lockouts a Peregrine Falcon was seen.

Grey Shrike-thrush, Eastern Spinsbills and Eastern Yellow Robins were all
seen along the trail. At lunch, at an unused car park at the end of the trail
Flame Robin, Striated Pardalotes, Golden Whistlers and two Peregrine Falcons were
seen., After watching the latter alight and fly at a stupendous rate, the cry of
"They don't do anything, except go fast" was heard.

On the return walk to the ranger's office, Brown-headed Honeyeaters, a Varied
Sittella a \hite-bellied Sea-Eagle and Grey Butcherbirds were seen or heard. A
Superb Lyrebird was also heard in the gully. After enjoying a smack at the kiosk
we had another short drive to the Fitzroy Reservoir to see if we could observe
some Mugk Ducks, They were found, as were the Australasian Grebe and Southern Emu-
wren, Eastern Uhipbirds were heard in nearby bush,

While we were there, two fishermen came in and on the first cast, one caught
a fair-sized Rainbow Trout raising many speculations. Many belisved it was a
fluke and some even suspected the fish was tied to the line before it was cast,

A Purple Swamphen and a large flock of Eurasian Ccot brought the total to 44,
It was an enjoyable day and I would like to thank Chris Chafer for leading us.

Peter Ewin,

/P



AUGUST FILK NIGHT, Jur thanks go to our hosts Narma and Ron Almond for a most
enjoyable night. The four films selescted by Richard #iller were diverse and
interesting.
Creatures of the Dawn showed our well loved animals and birds, mostly in the
lovely natural setting of Healesville 3anctuary of Victoria.
The 3tarling - This énglish film was well documented and graphicly showed the
world spread of the ubiguitous and pesty starling. It makes one look again and
admire the tenacity of the bird. And to think that only 36 pairs were relesased
in Australia in the 13th century!
Look again at Gulls - This also was a well documented English film showing the
relationship to gulls and populaticn explosion aof man,
Ripples in the Reeds looked at the birdlife of Leighton Moss Marshlands U.K.,
and featured the beautiful Mute Swans, It was interesting to see the warden,
John Wilson whom most of us met when he lectured at Wollcongong University last
year,

38 members and friends attended and contributed to an enjoyable night.

Gwen Acbinscn.

THE 1985 WINTER WADER SURVEY., This years winter coverage was held over the
weekend of &th and 7th July, with the exception of Jervis Bay which was covered on
30th June, The total number of birds was almost twice as many as last years
count (1,049 to 560). This was mainly due to a big increase in overwintering
transequatorial migrant species i.e. Bar-tailed Godwit (323 - 130) and Red-necked
Stint (111 - 12). The endemic Red-capped Plover increased three fold %220 - 70).
Increases were also noted in other endemic species Pied Uystercatcher (21 - 9),
Masked Lapwing (173 - 118), Red-kneed Dotterel (10 - Q) and Black-winged 3tilt
(31 - 0). The overwintering 3lack-tailed Godwits (5) weres a most unexpectad

find and their continued appearance within the Illawarra in recent years suggests
that this species has oeen largely misidentified by past observers.

In 85 census' of the Windang and Shoalhaven sstuaries I have found it on 26
occasions, while prior to 1983 there were only a handful of records.

The low count in Scoty Oystercatcher (15 - 23) was due to poor coverage
narth of Windang rather than a reduction in numbers, The increase in native
species is encouraging, particularly Black-winged Stilts and Pied Oystercatcher.
Pied Oystercatchers have bred at Comerong Island aver the past two years and this
has undoubtably contributed to the sudden increases in this species over recent
years. In 1977 it was regarded as rare (Gibson, 1377). In 1981 5 were present
in the 3hoalhaven estuary (Pegler 83}. 12 were oresent in February 1984
increasing to 15 in March 1985. I have recorded them in all census' since June
1983 along the Shoalhaven estuary. Successful breeding has been observed at
three sites on Comerong Island while at least two attempts have been made at
vacguarie Rivulet and Duck Creek on Lzke Illawarra. I have recorded a sair at
Windang on 27 occasions since January 1983, generally after heavy rain creates
floading along the creeks feeding the lake. It is essential to protect the sand-
bar breeding sites at Comerong Island if this species is to continue its increas-
ing status within our area.

I would like to thank Lindsay . Smith, Phillip Sath, wal Emery and Diana
iright for assisting in this survey and I hope that the continued interest in
waders continues to increase within the club,

Chris Chafer,

References: Gibson J.D. 1977, The Birds of the County of Camden, Australian
girds, Vol 11
Pegler J, 1983, A 3rief survey of the VWaterbirds in the Shoalhaven-
Crookhaven estuary, Australian 8irds Vol 17, 38-42
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RESULTS FOR 1985 WINTER WADER COUNT - ILLAVWARRA.

Species A 3 C ) = TOTAL.
Pied Oystercatcher - [ 21 4} 21
Sooty QOystercatcher 3 | 8 ' 4 ‘ 13
Masked Lapwing 27, 22 | 36 76 | 12 | 173
Lesser Golden Plover ! 1 2 l 3
Red-kneed Dotterel 5 4 1 i 10
Hooded Plover 4 4
Doubl e-banded Plover S 8 t90 | 11 115
Red-capped Plover 3 14 2 195 | 6 | 220
Black-fronted Plover 2 2 , fat
Black-winged Stilt 11 11 9 i i 31
Ruddy Turnstone ; 3 1! 4
Eastern Curlew Ll P 1 % 2
Grey-tailed Tattler 2 | i 2 ?
Greenshank ' 3 ¥ 2 i 5
Black—-tailed Godwit - | 5 i 5
Bar-tailed Godwit | 51 | 272 323
Red Knot ' 1 . 1
Red-necked Stint 5 106 111

ToTal 50 | 125 55 | 781 | 3¢ | 1049
A - Bellambi Point - Tom Thumb Lagocn D - Shoalhaven River estuary
3 - Lake Illawarra £ - Jervis Bay.

C - Bass Point - Dunmore

SUPERE PARROT SURVEY The Commonweal th Govermnment has recently provided funds

to the New South Wales National Parks & Wildlife Service under the States
Assistance Programme for a one (l) year survey af the breeding habitat of the
Superb Parrot., The Service nas contracted a consul tant, Mr., R. Webster, to under-
take the survey, The Service is now seeking the assistance of bird watchers to
provide observation data to assist the project.

It would be appreciated if club members holding any records of Superb Parrat
sightings anywhere in New South Wales or Victoria could contact Mr., J.\¥. Hardy,
Administrative Officer (Wildlife), National Parks and Wildlife Service, P.0. Sox
N 189 Grosvenor Street, Sydney, 2000 (Telephone Nao. 02-237-6650). All infarmatiocn
received will be passed on to the consul tant.

MORE RECORDS FROM HOSKINS NATURE RESERVE, MCSS VALE.

Following Chris Sonter's notes on new species records for the Hoskins Nature
Reserve, at Moss Vale, the following records may be of 1nterest
Great Crested Grebe (Podlceps crlstatus)

This species has been reported as rare in the County aof Camden (Gibson 1977),
although in recent years it is often reported (sec IBCC News - Interesting 3ight-
ings), orobably due to the increase in observers in the district more than any-
thing eise. I have one record of a bird in breeding plumage at Hoskins Reserve an
12 November 1983. My only other Tablelands record is of a bird on the Wingecarr-
ibee Dam on 23 January 1983.

Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus)

This species, also reported as rare by Gibson (1977), was recorded from a
number of locations in 1982/83 in the district (see IBCC News for the period).

On 23 January 1983 one bird was observed probing muddy banks at the Hoskins Reserve.
The near coastal records of this species at this time were almost certainly the
result of inland drought conditions,

Yellow-billed Spoonbill (Platalea flavipes)

The yellow-billed spoonbill is uncommon in the district ocut I have recorded
it from most areas at one time or another, not always during drought years,
although it is more common then., GSeven birds were recorded a2t Hoskins Reserve on
17 July 1982, five on 23 January 1983 and three on 5 May 19885,
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Aed-rumped Parrot (Psephotus haemataonotus)

I have recorded this species twice from the Hoskins Reserve, both in 1982,
on 24 January and on 17 July, the latter record was of Tive birds. Gibson (1977)
reports the speciess as rare in the County of Camden. I also have records for
Jilton to the north, for January and February 1582. These records could have
been due to the drought conditicons at the time.

Brown Gerygone (Gerygone mouki) .

The brown gerygone is a common bird of the moist forests of the escarpments
in the district, although it is found 'foraging further afield in winter! (Gibson
1977). The two records I have for the Hoskins Reserve are both winter records:

4 June and 21 August 1983. The species is probably not usually found in such
open habitats as that present at Hoskins Reserve,
Common Myna (Acridotheres tristis)

I have a number of records of this species before that of Chris Sonters on
26 August 1984, These are 17 July 1982 (1 bird), 24 Octoter 1982 (1), 21 August
(1), 12 November (2) and 11 December (2] all in 1983. Gibson (1977) commented
that the species i1s spreading southward onto the Tablelands and will probably
increase here in the future.

Kevin Mills

Reference: J.D. Gibson (1977) 8irds of the County of Camden, Aust. Birds,
11 z3;:dl—80.

INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FOR JULY = AUGUST, 1985,

U Buff-banded Rail 8 Lake Illawarra Sth 11-7-85 L. Smith

MC Black-fronted Plover 7 Albion Park 20-7-85 "

MC Double-barred Finch 20 Yallah 20-7-85

C Jlhite-throated Gerygone 1L Imm " 20-7-85 ¢

A Red-kneed Dotterel 1l Albiocn Park 20-7-85 "

U Little Grassbird 1 Why Juck Bay 1-7-85 (. Brandis

U Varied 3ittella 1 Stanwell Park Jul-Aug 0. Perry

J Grey Goshawk " " June 85 "

R Red-kneed Dotterel 4 Dunmore 6-7-85 C(C. Chafer

U Pink-eared Dugk 25 Pig Island Shoalhaven 7-7-85

U Hardhead 763 Nowra Sew. Treat. Works 7=-7=-85 "

U Australasian Shoveler 137 Shoalhaven estuary . 7-7=-85 "

R Pied Oystercatcher 21 Comerong Island 7-7-85 "

S Black-tailed Godwit 5 " 7-7=-85 "

U  Musk Duck 40 Ash Ponds 6-7-85 L.3mith &

U Australasian Shoveler 128 Lake Illawarra 5-7-85 (C. Chafer

U Pink-eared Duck 142 ¢ " &=7-85 " "

U Pacific Heron 7 Jamberoo 20-6-85 P, Bath

U Grey Goshawk 1 Mt. Keira 23=5-35 ¢

U Australian Hobby 1 Barrack Heights 24-6=-85 "

U Spotted Guail-thrush 2 Picton Road 1-6-85 K, #ills

U Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 1" " 1-6-85

U Spotted Catbird 2 Scout Camp l-6-85

C 3Sacred Kingfisher 1 Nth. Vlollongong 5-7-85 L & N Williams
Yellow-nosed Albatross 30 E&ast of Wollongong 8oat 29-5-85 D, Fischer,
Sabine's Gull 1" " " Trips 30-6-85 L. Smith,
Juan Fernandez Petrel 1 v " " " 10-8-85 (. Chafer &
Soft-plumaged Petrel 1 " " " 10-8-85 (thers.
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NEXT MEETING - will be held at the Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens Centre, Cnr.
of Collaery Avenue & Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow on Mconday 11lth November at 7.30
GUEST SPEAKER for the evening will be Mr. Norm Robinson. Norm is a member of our
club and a long standing member of The Illawarra Natural History Soclety. He has
a comprehensive knowledge of the natural history of the Illawarra and is well
regarded in this field. throughout the district.

Norm's taopic will be 'Mammels of the Illawarra". This will be a great
chance to learn more about these fascinating creatures of our area.

FIELD OUTING- will be aon Sunday 17th November., We will assemble at Balgownie
Public School on the corner of £algownie Road and Chalmers Street at 8-30am.

From here we will drive a short distance to Gore Street to the foothills of the
escarpment. Our walk up the escarpment will follow a well made track as we pass
through wet sclerophyll forest, rainforest & sandstone heath. .The track is
moderately steep in.some sections but is relieved at regular intervals by long
level stretches, It is envisaged that the walk will last all day so bring a carry
" lunch. Anyone wishing to come for half a day can readily retrace their steps

at any point of the walk.

- ELECTION OF OFFICERS — The positions of President, Secretary, Treasurer & Vice-
President will be declared vacant at our November meeting and O0ffice Bearers for-
1986 will be elected. Nominations for all positions will be welcomed, Please
note President Dave Thomson and Secretary Hazel Emery will not be standing for
re-election.

1986 PROGRAMME. Planning is well advanced for our 1986 programme. Several times
a year it becomes necessary to hast guest speakers with bed & breakfast and
occasionally an evening meal., To make this task easier to organize, we have
decided to create a register of members willing to host guest speakers., If you
have a spare bed and are willing to help in this area, please register your neame
with the Secretary. It is enviszged that no membker will be asked more than oncs
a year to host a speaker.
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CHRISTMAS SOCIAL - As has kssn the practice over past years our December meeting
will take the form of a socisl evening, QOur Theme this year will be the best
hat in the form of a bird's nsst, with or without birds. This opens up & range
of ideas for the imaginative mind. Birds build nasts out of many materials,
sticks, grass, mud, hollow limbs and leaves. e will accept all these plus
manufactured material like carcboard, fabric, paper and plastic. So get your
minds into gear and start crsating some millinery masterpieces. e also resguirs
some acts for the programme, e.g. sketches, monologues, songs etc. I1f you're
good the audience will epplesud, if you?re bad they'll laugh. What ever way it
goes you can't lose. This cculd be your chance for stardom. If you are willing
to perform please contact the editor so he can prepare the programme. Don't hang
back and leave it to just a few, stand up and have a go, you don't know what

you can do till you try.

ScPTEMBER MEETING. "Nests, Eggs & Young". That was the theme of the talk

given to us at the September meeting by Athol Colemane. Athol commenced his

telk with a brief history of how he developed his interest in birds. Reised in
the Braidwood area, the son of a Eucalyptus distiller, Athol developed & natural
affinity with the bush and it's birdlife at an early age as he helped his family
harvest the eucalypt leaves, His slides of the workings of the eucalyptus still
created such interest emonc members that for a time it seemed we wouldn't get to
the birds. As the slides went through Athol discussed with us the various habiteats
in which the nests were found, often pausing for the audience to identify the
nests and eggs. He spoke freely and informatively about his subject and entertain-
ed us with his dry sense of humour. Thanks, Athol for an enjoyable evening.
Thanks also to Ron & Alicia Simcock for hosting Athol and John for the night.

Wel Emery.

SEPTEMBER FIELD CUTING. 29 born optimists assembled at Mr. Mayo's praperty

at Yellow Rock on Saturday 14th, VWe were all sure the threatening rain would

hold off and leave us to get on with our outing., After picking our way through
the cow pads in the dairy yards we walked up the open slopes at the base of the
escarpment. Ve could clearly see the bush orchids in flower on the rock face
ebove us. Four Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos flew towards the hills. At a smell
waterhole some of us saw a Little-pied Cormorant and some Dusky Moorhens and
overhead was seen a \ledge-tailed Eagle,

Grey Fantails and Fairy-wrens were numercus in the lantana bushes which grew
all over the slopes., At our morning tea break we saw a Eoobook Owl sitting on
a dead tree some distance away. He caused cuite a discussion about what he was
until we managed to.get closer and positively identify him. From this point the
weather gradually got worse. As we headed back towards the roadway there were
several sightings of Crimson Rosellas and one of an Eastern Rosella. %We contin-—
ved down into the gully by which time it was raining heavily and we decided to
call it a day. Nevertheless we continued to see birds - 3 Australian King Parrots
sheltering in a big tree, & Pacific Hercon flying overhead and a Laughing
Kookaburra,

Our ocuting was abandoned about 10-30am., but in the short time we had, we
were fortunate enough to identify 42 species of birds including (besides those
mentioned) the Brown Cuckoo-Dove, Wonga Pigeon, Galahs, Sulphur-crested Cockatcos,
Common Skylark, Australian Rzven, Noisy Friarbird, Yellow, Striated and Brown
Thornbills, Variegated and Superb Fairy-wrens, Grey Shrike-Thrush, Spotted Parde-
lote, Pied Currawong, Grey Eutcherbird, Richard's Pipit, Golden \lhistler, Lewin's
and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters and the male Satin Bowerbird.

Despite the rain we had a successful morning and one we will remember for
same time to come. I would like to thank Ron Almond for being cur leader.

Olive Rodwell,

«../3
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OCTOBER LONG WEEKEND - I.B.0.C. CAMP.

The days lesading up to the long weekend were promising good weather znd a
number of campers arrived on the Friday in preparation. flany thanks to those
wha gave up the previous weekend to set up the portable IS0C comfort facilities
(shower and toilet) which rivalled any S-star campsite.

By midday Saturday the majority of the 45 strong, hardy, IEGC's were settled
and we headed inland by car through forest, intoc Morton National Park and our
first waelk to Porters Creek Dam. The habitats varied from cpen woodland to heath
and a moist gully at the dam giving full cpportunity to see the birds in these
habitats., To some it seemed the birds didn't appreciate this opportunity to be
cbserved by a captive audience., However, a good variety of birds were sesn when
the species were tallied up, including Southern Emu-wren, Fantail Cuckoo and
Australian King Parrct. The wildflowers were alsg worth viewing., On the way
back to camp we stopped at a lookout with panoramic view to the coastline.

The evening was whiled away with a warm shower, and chat around the campfire.
After a hot dusty day, shower attendants Michael Grey, Russell Hales and Justin
Rowles were kept busy topping up the hot water - a good effort, chaps. (Lost
your job, Ron Hanks)

Our hosts at "Myrtle Gully Farm" near Conjola, Stan & Lois Sperring, sat
with us at the camp fire where Dave Thomson showed our appreciation by present-
ing them with a china plate, beautifully painted by Hazel Emery, depicting a
pair of Rufous Whistlers. During the evening a prominent IE0C member - who shall
remain nameless ( though within hearing) gave a weather report of 'fine and
sunny' for the remaining days.

Sunday arcse raining....so the morning walk was put off till the afternoon,
when the group went to Little Forest to walk through a wet forest habitat.

A selected few were fortunate enough to see a Rose Robin; the majority of the
rest were too busy fighting off leaches to look for birds. (It wasn't really
that bad!) On the Saturday morning a Powerful Owl had been seen in this area of
forest; unfortunately it had decided to move on.

Sunday night (still raining} was spent in the barn playing games brought
along by the Hales family and - luxury of luxuries - watching a TV progremme
about birds on a portable TV. (Some needed their binoculars!)

Monday morning, still showering, started with birdsong Trom the bush an
the property. Here Black-faced Monarch, Leaden Flycatcher, Scarlet Honeyeater and
Olive-backed Oriole were easily seen and heard.

. Those who remained for Monday's walk were most amazed to hear the mastery

of Esme Gay's mating call of a Channel -~billed Guckco. It must have been a good
call, es shortly after three Channel-billed Cuckoos flew over calling in vain.
The Monday walk was through the immediate coastal habitat including swamp, nicely
rounding off the habitats visited.

Degpite a little rain, the camp was thoroughly successful and enjoyable,
Thanks to the organisers!

Andy Knowl son.

NOTES ON THE WOLLONGONG BOTANIC GARDENS DUCK POND.

I read with interest the VWilliams' article on the birdlife associated with
the duck paond in the Botanic Gardens a few circulars ago.

My son, Joel and I have been "pramdriving" arocund the gardens regularly
for the past 10 months and have watched with interest as last season, 2 Lened
Duck chicks were raised there, and this ssason, 9 chicks to 1 couple and 1 chick
to another., This current batch have survived to '"young adolescent" size eand are
still being tended and guarded carefully by their parents.

This, desspite current remaovel from the ponds of the noxious weed, Cumbungi,
which forms the thick, protective resd beds in which these ducks breed. The

Dusky Noorhen population has also been busy producing chicks in the shelter aof
the Cumbungi.
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I did my test to make the Gardens staff aware of the Jjeopardy in which
they were placing the survivel of these chicks by removing their bed of reeds
during the nesting season. Thanks to the sympathetic attitude of the Gardens
Curator, Dr, Ugo Grassano, it is probable that no further Cumbungi will be removed
until after the breeding season is over. \Vhen removed, it is hoped that it will
be replaced by Phragmites, the native reed which grows around ponds and along
backwatsrs in the Illawarra.

The native waterbirds in the Gardens have taken their cue from the "GQuakke-
ducks" in locking to human beings as a friendly source of food, and heve becoms
quite tame. O(One can epproach quite close to the Maned Duck, and this is unusuel,
because these birds, are, in my experience, usually very shy. I would recommsnd
the Gardens Duck pond to anyone wishing to have a closer look at these birds.

Denise Black.

1.8.0.C. KAKADU TRIP - A FEAT-HERED FUN RUN,

Seturday 13th July 1985 and forty three birdo's plus a driver and a cook
left VWollongong on a thirty day coach safari to Northern Australia,

The first day to Nyngan proved uneventiul with everyone settling into the
routine which would become our way of life for the next meonth. We encountered
a very cold night in which ons members false teeth froze solid in a glass of
water, then off to Charleville.

By the time we had reached Charleville everything was running like clockwork,
Gwen, our cook had left no doubts in anyones mind as to who was really in charge
of the trip. As we unloaded our tents we were surprised to find they were still
iced up from the previous night.

Next morning we left for VWinton with our trip list now in the eighties.
First sightings 6f Brolgas and Ground Cuckoo-shrikes south of Tambo crested great
interest, then north of Tambo our first Australian Bustards. Our campsite was
at Winton swimming pool and the weather was now warm enough for some to swim,

The mele and female showers with double recesses and no doors revealed a few
hidden I80C secrets.

From Winton we travellecd to Coorabulka via Boulia. The trip through the
channel country produced many bustards to a point where they became guite common.
Unsworth Bluff, a magnificent camerea stop before Middleton gave us our first
experience of the beautiful r=d earthy colours of the outback, plus a flock of
Spinifex Pigeons as a bonus. Ye filled the coach with fire wood after lunch at
Boulie with the ever present Slack Kites then set out across the treeless plains
to Coorabulka No2 Bore.” Diseppointment surfaced for the first time as we

. discovered the bore dreain had besn re-routed and the reed bed habitat of the
Yellow Chats dried up and trampled flat by cattle. A 2 Klm walk along the new
drain at last produced a large reedbed and the much sought after Yellow Chats.
Crange Chats nearby and the eppearance of a Black Falcon hunting along the drain
added to our excitement.

Miore excitement as we headed out for Mt. Isa. A sudden coach stop for four
Inland Dotterels by the side of the road. At Mt, Isa Carevan Park the N.T. blood-
woads were in full blcom. QOur first Varied Lorikeets and seven species of Honey-
eaters including the Grey-fronted, Grey-headed and Yellow-tinted, new birds for
most of us. A -

Day six - off to Renner Springs. Some Crimson Chats at Camooweal, then west
towards Avon Downs. A chorus of 'stop the coach!' as we sped through the Mitchell
grass plains. The magnificent sight of 1,000+ Flock Bronzewings rising and
wheeling on their grey wings, then settling close by for ell to see. How can we
top a sight like that?

It was goodbye dustbowl as we left Renner Springs bound for Springvale Station
A shart stop a&t Dunmarra produced excellent birding. Long-tailed Finches, Crimson
Chats, Great Gowerbirds and the rare Grey Falcon. Off again to Warlock Ponds.

No water but still the new spscies kezep coming. Black-tailed Treecreeper, Rec—
browed Pardalote, Banded Honeyeaters and some Pictorella Mannikins.
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Cn again through Kathrine to Springvale Station, Another exciting experience,
a beautiful Pacific Zaza posing in full sunlight for the cameras, White-gaped
and ‘thite-throated Honeyeatsrs, Northern Rosellas, Lemon-bellied and Shining
Flycatchers, A good breakfast and off again to Hayes Creek. Our first Black-
necked Storks, a Bar-breastsd Honeyeater and Grey Whistler kept the list ticking
over, then off to Darwin with 150 species recorded.

An afternoon trip around the waterfront and the list soared to 223 with the
addition of a few goodies like Red-headed Honeyeater, Osprey end Beach Thick-knee.
A tickers paradise but little time for anything else.

A magic day at Fogg Dam. Thanks to Doug and Horrie for the birds of the
day. Jhite-browed Crake and Rainbow Pitta, topping a day list of $7 species.
Merv and Jim missed first prize with the Large-tailed Nightjar for wandering of ¥
by themselves. John's statesment that the Vlater Buffalo were semi-domesticated
left same people wondering if that meant they could run only half as far or half
as fast. Howard Springs proved to be a lovely oasis 1in very dry country giving
another chance at the Rainbow Pitta for those who missed it at Fogg Dam.

Eleven days cut and at last wefre off to Kakadu N.P. Johns knowledge of the
birds of the top end proved spot on again when he organised a stop at the Adelaide
River to view a resident peir of Mangrove Yhistlers (in a bamboo thicket). A
great afternoon! The walk from the camp to the area around the East Alligator
River producesd Chestnut-quilled Rock-Pigecns, Partridge Pigeons, Elack-eared
Cuckoos and the \Wthite—linecd Honeyeater.

An interesting morning was spent viewing the cave paintings at Obiri Rock
and searching unsuccessfully the rainforests along WMagellan Creek for the EBanded-
fruit Dove, a place where Jochn had seen five birds in 1584, Rainbow Pittas were
again sighted along the East Alligator River, the third location in which we
found this beautiful bird. A large lily lagoon covered with a myriad of birdlife
15 klms from camp showed the face of Kakadu that most expected to sees, a sharp
contrast to the dry brown areas surrounding our last cemp. Yellaow Waters proved
to be a birdwatchers paradiss. Almast all the species of egrets, heron and water-
fowl you would expect to find at Kekadu, including the elusive Great -billed Heron,
plus & croccdile for good measure. Next a trip to Nourlangi Rock to view the
blue paintings, then off to U.D.P. Falls., #e left Kakadu with a trip list cf
272 species.

8~-00am and we headed out up the escarpment at U.D.P. Falls to search for
the elusive llhite-throated Grasswren. O0nly two people managed to see the wren,
but those who missed out were adequately compensated by repeated sightings of the
Banded-fruit Dove, a bird we had failed to find at two previous lacations.

With half the trip over we left U.D.P. Falls for Katherine Gorge. Phil kept
the list ticking over when he scratched & pair of Masked Owls out of a hollow.

The trip up the Katherine Gorge was a marvellous experience topped off by five
Johnsan River crocodiles and a Black Bittern. The beautiful sunset as we returned
toc ths wharf ended a perfect day.

Cff to Kununurra. Qur first stop was a waterhole 15 klms west of Katherine.
Here we had our first sighting of the Gouldian Finch., OCOur campsite at Kununurra
produced the most beautiful sunset of the trip. Kununurra provsd to be a great
experience, one of the best days of the whole saferi. There were six species cf
finch and two mannikins all within 300 metres of the Cearavam Park, Throw in three
species ofcrake. and some White—~quilled Rock-Pigeon at Hidden Velley. All this
plus the marvellous scenery of the timeless landscape produced another perfect day.

A long hot drive back toc Katherine due to the failed air-conditioning was
rewarded when we stopped at Chinamans Creek waterhcle& found four Hooded Parrots,
our last chance at this bird pefore we left its range.

Great fun was had in the thermal pool at Materanka, a chance to relax and
enjoy a different type of birdwatching. The morning at Warlock Ponds gave us a
feel for the history of the area when we visited the \le of the Never Never
cemetry at the old Elsie Homestead. The Gouldian Finch posed well at the pond
giving most of thosz whomissed it at Chinamans Creek a second chance to see 1it.
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During our overnight stay at Daly \laters, we were entertained by the locels,
then off to a bush camp at Little River. Our species list now stocod at 293.
Near Borraloola we made an unsuccessful search for the Carpentarian Grasswren
through & very interesting but difficult habitat. Next a lunch stop at Ryan's
Bend waterhole where everycne managed to see the Purple-crowned Fairy-wren and
the Yhite-browed Bagbin. A cuick look at Eorroloola and another swim at EBessie
Springs then back to czmp where Bert Bolton entertained us with a history of the
aboriginal tribes of Arnhem land.

Borrclocola to Mt. Isa proved a long day as we made our way down the beef
road and across the Barkly Tablelands. A distance of 866 klm it left little time
for birdwatching. A very successful morning at the Tailing Dem at Mt. Isa turned
up the Spinifexbird and at last good looks by all at a Grasswren, the . Dusky.
Although secretive in its habits & much easier bird to find than its White-
throated and Carpentarian Cousins. The afterncon at Lake Moondarra produced
excellent birding but no Pictorella Mannikins, our last chance to find this bird.

From Mt, Isa we retraced ocur steps through \Winton and Charleville to Nyngan.
It seemed hard to arcept that a month had passed by since our first night camp at
at this location. We spent our last night in the showground pavilliocn and
celebrated with an IBOC style concert. Our trip took us into three states and
the Northern Territory, covered a distance of 12,500 klms and produced & species
trip 1ist of 317, Limited space does not permit me to relate all the humorous
incidents like Dee's frozen teeth, Dornacilla's striptease spurred on by a nest
of green tree ants, Dave Walsh's red key at Kununurra, Esmes attempt to learn
Cookie*s secret damper recipe and many more, plus all the birthdays and anniver-
saries we celebrated along the way, but I would like to sincerely thank everyone
who shared in the good fellowship that made the trip such a success, and on
behalf of the club I would like to extend a special thanks to John Waugh for
patiently sharing his vast knowledge of the birds of the top end with us,

Val Emery.

A SSUARE-TAILED KITE AT FARSEN GROUND3 BIRD UBSEZAVATORY.

On a recent visit to the Barrens Grounds Bird Observatory with fellow
ornithologist John de Heume, & surprise sighting awaited us, arriving et the
shelter near the lodge at 12.pm we decided to have lunch before birding, as
Juck had its way a wise decision. ‘We had just began to eat, when the alarm cells
‘©f & raven were heard north of the wardens residence; as the call became more
aggravated we thought it time to check cut the disturbance, leaving the hot
drinks to cool we took off binoculars in hand, and headed in the direction of the
call.

At the point of sighting, the ravens were just retreating from a raptore
which was heading in our general direction. As it came closer gliding all the
while, I could see a slightly forked tail, but the wings were upswept like a
Harrier, my first impression wasof a Black Kite, however they do not (according
to noted field guides) have upswept wings. This created a minor problem, luckily
the raptore passed by us approximately 400 metres south-west in a continual
glide across the heathland until out of sight. When nearest to us we could- see
light patches near wing tips, and as it passed the tail was at times Fanned;
looking square, thenh as it relaxed it became slightly forked.

After aobserving the tail and pale windows in the wing it weas just & matts
of checking out other field guides to know that whet we had was a Sguare-taile
Kite. This is probably the first record for the Camden County. It is emazing
that with so many bird books and field guides around on Australian Birds haw
frustrating it can be to find the right information thet you sesk, as I menticnsd
earlier in my notes, the tail was slightly forked, but the raptore had up-swest
wings.

All guides state that only the Square-tailed Kite has upswept wings, and
that the Black Kite has flat or drooped wings.
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Naturally the Black Kite has a forked tzil, and the Sguare-tailed Kite, has
according to field guides a scuare-tail. GUESTION? Did we encounter a Sguare-
tailed Kite with a forked tail of a.Black Kite or does the Sgquare-tailed zlso
have a fork. ANSIER+ The follcwing well known bocks give no mention of the
Sguare-tailed Kite having a forked tail, whatsoever. "The Readers Digest" -
"Hawks in Focus" - " David Hcllands Raptore Guide" - or Ken Simpson " Birds of
Australia": The only two I cculd find that enlightens one, was "Slaters Aust.
Birds" and F.T. Morris "Birds of Prey of Australia". This book actually shows
in illustrated form the slight fork. So two books aut of the six mentioned, are
the only real help te what I feel is e very important field guide to the Sguare-
tailed Kite as well as the upswept wings and wing windows. 1 also rang \ielter
Boles of the Australian HWuseum, to check this point out and he assured me that
the Square-tailed Kite, certainly has a shallow fork, not square at all times
as some people seem to think,

One point of interest in David Hollands "Eagles, Hawks and Falcons of
Australia" that I thought of interest as far as the record goes is that he
mentions on Page 42 that in the last ten years there have been a number o7
sightings of Square-tailed Kitzas in coastal far-east Victoria. He further
states that some of the sightings were of adult birds in the spring and ezrly
summer, he thought that this was a strange time for adults to be on the move anc
he wondered if some could be nesting.

In 1581 nesting was confirmed when a pair raised two young near Orbost in
Victoria. Yhen not breeding the Squere-tailed Kite is solitary in its
movements.,

Deteile of our abservation in brief:

LOCALITY: Barren Grounds Bird Observetory.
HABITAT; Heathland

VIEATHER: Meinly overcast with light showers.
0ESERVERS: Athol Colemane/ John DeHeume.

TIE 12,50p.m DATE G§-5-85 Athol Colemane.

STUSELE-GUAIL (Coturnix pectoralis) ALIGHTING GN THE SEA.
Ouring recent literature perusal 1 disccvered & short communication with
the above title in -The South Australian Ornithologist, Vol X Part 7 July 1530.
It was written by Mr E. S. Rymill of Adelaide. I hope you find it as intsresting
as I did. : :

"In October, 1927, when on a yachting cruise in St. Vincent's Gulf, 3.A.
we anchored overnight at a point about 12 miles north of the Port Adelaide
River entrance, on the eastern side of the Gulf, about a mile and a half Trom
the shore. During the night & very strong south-easterly wind set in, blgwing
of f-shore towards the yacht, and was still blowing hard at 8-00am. Going on
deck at this time the writer noticed a Quail of the stubble veriety sitting in
one of the yacht's dinghies which was hanging from the davits. Later, when
the boat was being lowered into the water, the Guail flew out, and circled-rourd
the yacht several times, and then alighted on the water about 20 yards awvey.
It rode the waves, which were short and stzep at the time, very easily, and
floated buoyantly on the water, It then lifted easily from the surface just
as a Duck would rise, and flew round to the other side of the yacht, settling
agein on the water in e similer manner, After a few moments it rose once more
and flew in & straight line shorewards, disappearing fraom sight in the distance.
During the time the bird was sitting in the boeat it allowed us to make a close
inspection, and had evidently rested there for some time before being abssrved.
It would be interesting to leern whether there are cther know cases of Guail
alighting on the ocean!

4 The Editors commented that they could find no previous record of
Gueil alighting on tbe sea.

Kevin Wood.
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INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FOR AUGJST — SzPTEMEER ~ OCTCEER. 1955,

U Emerald Dove 1 Minnamurra Falls 2-3-85 P, Ewin
U Collared Sparrawhawk 1 "o " =335 v
U +white's Thrush 3 " " 3=3-385 "
R Australian Crake 2 Broughton Creek 15-3-85 P, Bath
U 8Brown-headed H'eater 1 Bomaderry 19-8-85 ¢
S Eastern Reef Egret 1 Shellharbour 27-8-85
3 Vihite~headed Figegn 2 Bass Point c-9-85 *©
R Powerful Cwl 1" " 2z-10-85 "
R Australian Crake 1 Kully Eay 1&-3-85 (. Chafer
U Yellow-billed Spoonbill

1 Comerong Island 3:1-8-85 ¢
MC Mongolian Plover A " 31-3-85 "
MC Olive—backed Oriole 1 Stanwell Park 1z2-8-85 D. Perry
MG White-bellied Sea Eaglel " " 12-8-85
U Australian Hotby 1l Figtree 2~-8-85 D. Green
U Grey(white] Goshawk 1 w#t. Keira 7-5-85 "
C White—throated Gerygone 2 Stuart Park £-9-85 "
U White-browed ‘foodswallaows

300 EZarren Ground 4~10-85 Richard Jordan

R Mhesked Yloodswallows 110G " 4~10-85 ¢
R Common Koel 1 Belgownie £-10-85 W & H Emery
LC Brush Bronzewing 1 3Staffords farm track £2-8-85 K Ylcod
R ilarsh Sandpiper 1 Koona Bay iC-°-85 "
U Grey Currawong 5 Budderoo Track 1¢-5-85 ¢
S 3carlet Honeyeater 1 Mangerton 1£4-5-85 K, viood
R Pheasant Couceal 1 Bellambi Creek 15-8-85 K Mills (Road Kill)
U Musk Duck 7 Hoskins: Nature Res, 24-8-85 "
U Marsh Harrier ) i " z4-8-85
U WwWhite-winged Chough S5+ Appin 22-9-85 "
U Diamond Firet=zil 1 Goadmans Ford 2-G-3&- "
R Brush Turkey 1 Vloonona Heights 2z-10-85 Jd. Pollard
S ‘UWhite-headed Figeaon 1 liangerton 11-5-8% 0. Fischer

Light-mantled Sooty Albatross 1 Seaebird Group per O. Fischer 21st September.
Southern Fulmar
Kerguelen Petrel
Black-bellied Storm Petrel
Vihite-bellied Storm Petrel

East off VWellongong.
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/ Film "The Thieving Magpies"
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Additional information on December meeting - As has been our past practice,
there will De no guest speaker at our Decsmber meeting., The evening will take
the form of a relaxed sccial evening with the entertainment bteing provided oy

a number of IZCC members. Although the programme has been published we are still
able to slot in extra acts if anyone wishes to participate. The chance for
overall memhership involvement comes with the "SBirds Nest Hat Parade".

Members are urged to become involved with this segment of the svening.
Please participate to help insure a successful night. Your hat can be a seriocus
replica of a particular nest or a comical reproducticon of some of the more out-
landish nests that birds build. . . -

They can be made from natural material like grass, mud, leaves or sticks
or manufactured materials like cardboard, plastic, cloth, metal etc.

It will be appreciated if, as in the past, a special =2ffort is made with
the supper goodies.

FIELD QUTING - Saturday 7th December to Hoskins Nature Reserve. Meeting time
3-00pm. PLEASE NOTE this outing will be nheld on the Saturday befors the meeting,
not after as is the normal practice throughout the year, Some time will be soent
Gbserving the waterfowl and other birdlife of the Reserve., This will be follow-
ed Dy an evening barbecue. We have been advised by the ranger in charge that
mast of the barbecues have been vandalised and are in a noor state of repair,.
Wood may also be difficult to cobtain, Members with portable gas barbecues are e
requestad to bring them along. In the event of a total fire ban, barbecues will
not be permitted,

The Nature Reserve is located on the YWingecarriobee River towards the Moss
Vale end of the connecting road bdetween Moss Vale and Bowral - the entrance is
well sigrnposted. If sufficient interest is shown after the barbecue we will
drive to a wooded lccation and do some spotlighting.

PAYMENT OF FEES - Fees are now due for the 1985 calsnder year. They remain
unchanged at Family 38, 3ingle $5,. Student $2. Payment can be made toc Hon.
Treasurer, Ron Almond or posted to Hon. Treasurer, Illawarra B8ird Observers'
Club, P.0. Box 56, Fairy Meadcw, N.3.W. 2519. Ron Simcock has kindly offered to
computerise our 1986 membership list. Early payment of fees will assist all
involved and will ensure continuation of your newsletter.

LIBRARY NOTES - All outstanding bocks must be returned at the Decamber meeting.
Continual turnaround of bocks enables all members to participate egually in
barrowing.

S0AT TRIPS - Some excellent records are being obtained by the Seabird group on
their monthly trips out of Wollongong on the "Sandra X", It is an ideal vessel for
the purpose with an upper deck providing 360° observation, The dates for the next
two months are as follows -~ December 1985 Saturday 14th & Sunday 13th, January
1986, Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th. A full 1986 orogramme will te published in

our February newsletter, For bookings and further information ring David Fischer
on 27-1704. (042)

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FQOR 1936. - All positions were declared vacant and
elections for 1986 Office Bearers were held at our November Annual General
Meeting. President Dave Thomson and Secretary Hazel Emery did not stand for re-
election. The following members were elected for 1586:-

President - Jim Robinson

Secretary - Anna Knowlson

Treasurer - Aon Almond

Vice President - #al Emery
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Congratulations to Jim and Anna, new faces on the committee. I'm sure
members will give them their full support throughout 1986, Special thanks to
Dave and Hazel for their efforts in guiding the club through past years to the
strong position it enjoys today., Thanks also to the remaining committee members
and helpers whaose labour adds to the successful running of the club,

OCTOBER CAMP -~ NUMERALLA. On Friday 18th October, twenty two IBOC members
arrived at the property of Robyn & Gary George at Numeralla.

The view from our camp site on the banks of the Big Badger River was truly
beautiful, Soft ground after a good deal of heavy rain over the past week caused
a few problems for some of cur members., A few of the cars and vans became bogged,
but after a tremendous effort by all concerned the cars were able to be pulled
clear., After this minor mishep we all settled down to enjoy the birds which were
seen in great numbers., The valleys and farms with a large number of sheep, some
with twin lambs, made bird watching even more delightful.

The Flame, Scarlet and Eastern Yellow Robins sitting in the bright green
willows along the river were a sight to behold. A great number of Yellow-tufted
Honeyeaters were sighted.

On the Sunday we all walked along the banks of the river towards Numeralla
where a market was being held in the local hall. Of course we did some bird
watching on the way. The camp fires at night were the usual happy times where
members could talk. Monday saw us driving to Rose Valley where we saw a very
vocal Hooded Robin which put on a real performance for us. The little rain we
had did not dampen our spirits in any way. The two yocunger ®*birdo's® Aaron
and Timothy helped add to the delight of our weekend camp. Those of our members
who haven't as yet been to one of our camps don't know what they're missing as we
elways have a wonderful time together,

Wendy Hanks,

NOVEMBER MEETING - Mammals, are they those little furry critters that creep
around in the dark, yes, and creatures that bound, glide, fly, run and swim,
from the tiny Sugar Glider to the great Humpback Whale. The world of mammals

at our door was opened up to us by Mr., Norm Robinscon, who with over 20 years of
experience in observing and studying, gave us a small insight into these complex
creatures in a most fascinating hour.

Mammals are somewhat harder to observe in the wild than birds, many being
nocturnael and secretive, and although most of the slides were of road victims
and museum gpecimens, we could still appreciate the beauty and diversity of
these creatures, .

So we went through the egg layers, the carnivora to the herbivorous, the
- seals and the whales, the number of species affected by man and his actions
became more and more apparent. Species after species have disappeared from the
Illawarra area which once supported one of the most diversified populations in
Australia with its varied habitats and the meeting of the warm and cold currents.
Introduced animals such as foxes, cats and rets along with roads and suburban
sprawl has reduced breeding populations into non-viable numbers that can not
survive the normal and increased mortality rates.

It's sadly fascinating to learn that some animals such as the Greater Gliders
were so dependant on their immediate habitat, that if the area was felled, they
would stay with their home tree and die. GSome animals such as Wombats do benefit
from the spread of pasture but unfortunately consider roads as part of their
territory. To the little echidna, a four lane highway might as well be the
Indian Ocean in its effect on their movements.

Mr, Robinson spoke passionately of the lack of apparent concern by the
authorities who did not heed the experiences of overseas countries in their
efforts to protect their own vanishing wild life and completely disregarded
evidence from years of research for the short term economy of politics.
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One thing I will remember is not to let the kids have a pet Wombat, doors
are no barrier to these friendly mammals if they decide to come in to watch
Fatso om T.V. Thanks to Norm Robinson for an interesting and informative
evening and for awakening our awareness to the plight of these beautiful
creatures caused by the unplanned senseless destruction by man of their habitat.

Chris Brandis.

NOVEMBER FIELD OUTING - CORRIMAL ESCARPMENT 17th November.

Thirty seven members met at the Balgownie School for the November outing
to the escarpment. The sky was overcast and rain threatened but this socon clear-
ed to a fine sunny day. Good to see a few new members join us on the walk,
Driving along a short distance to Gore Street we parked the cars.

The first sighting of the day was of a Dollarbird sitting on a dead tree a
short distance away. The colours were more pronounced in the sunlight., A twenty
minutes survey of the area produced Logrunner, White's Thrush, Catbird and more.
As we climbed the track to the rainforsst, wild gooseberries and raspberries
were seen growing, food for the fruit eating birds and some IBOC's. The call
of the Catbird was heard aelong with Eastern Whipbirds and Golden Whistlers,

Many of our members found the leeches a problem but this was soon overcome
with an applicatiocn of repellant, Morning tea was taken on a mossy rock under
the rainforest canopy. It was a beautiful, peaceful place to have a cup of tea
You really don't have to travel great distances to see some wonderful scenery,
we have it all here in Wollongong. A good sighting of the Brown Cuckoo-Dove
and the call of the Wonga Pigeon added to our list., A short distance along the
track we saw a Yellow-throated Scrubwren's nest, and later on in the day saw
many of these lovely birds, The call of the Golden Whistler and the Grey Shrike-
thrush added to our enjoyment. We saw a lot of Red Cedar trees regenerating
after the devastation caused by the timber cutters who invaded the area last
century in search of the rich harvest. Not many large trees are left now along
the escarpment because of this, Wal, our leader for the welk, pointed out that
the pit ponies were brought out of the Corrimal Mine down the escarpment track
to graze on the grassy foothills in years gone by,

Those members who were only walking with us for half a day left us, then
fifteen birdo's tackled the steep track to the top of Brokers Nose. The ranger
Warren Robinson joined us and spoke to us about the history of the area.

Arriving at a lagoon we decided to stay for lunch before the hike to the top of
the range. Arriving at the top near the T.V. aerials a magnificent view unfolded
before our eyes. The wind was pretty strong so we didn't venture too far near
the edge of the rock, After seeing our destination down below us we walksd th
short distance to the power lines and the steep track down which we had to walk,
or do I mean slide, Some members found the seats of their slacks a little
threadbare by the time they reached the bottom,

Afternoon tea was taken in a cleared spot at the bottom of the track, wWalk-
ing back past the mine buildings we headed for the cars after spending a wonderful
day birdwatching. Our thanks to Wal Emery for leading the walk and pointing out
places of interest along the way..

Some of the sightings for the day consistsd of - Lewin's Honeyeater/male
Satin Bowerbird/ King Parrot/ Mistletoebird/ Eastern Yellow Robin/ Black-faced
Monarch/ Grey Goshawk/ Large-billed Scrubwren/ Rufous Fantail. In all another
great day of birdwatching enjoyed by all who attended.

Ron Hanks,

SOME BREEDING OBSERVATIONS FROM WIRRIMBIRRA

In October, a pair of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters began building a nest in a
small shrub outside my house. They have not built so close to the house befare,
and I was looking forward to watching them raise their family.
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When the framework of the nest was complete enough for the bird to stand
in it, I watched something that I have never seen before, The bird stood in
the nest, did some construction work with its bill, and then ran on the spot in
the nest, It did a bit more nip and tuck with its bill, and had another run, I
presume this was to get the right shape and tension for the nest.

The shrub happens to be next to the bird bath, and is used regularly as a
lookout, before the birds fly down to the water, The smaller birds suddenly found
that wanting a bath had become dangerous. There were several sorties as the
honeyeaters ran off larger birds, then one morning I was attracted by a real
commotion. O0One of the honeyeaters had a Brown Thornbill actually pinned to the
ground. It was shrieking in terror, the honeyeater was yelling in rage (I swppose)
then the second honeyeater arrived to give moral support, and several other
thornbills arrived to hover ineffectually around the struggling pair on the ground.
I try to maintain a non-interference policy, but it is hard sometimes.

A couple of days later, I went to investigate the louder than usual Noisy
Friarbird calls. These birds are nesting close to the buildings for the first
time, and I have been watching with interest the increasing size of their nest.

I soon found why the friarbird was sounding so noisy. It was in the bush removing
spider webs from the honeyeaters nest. Again it was hard not to interfere, and
had I known then that the honeyeaters would abandon the nest after the inter-
ference, 1 mayfhave broken my rule. Now I am sitting looking at a tattered nest,
and the friarbird is calmly sitting on her nest,

S. Rooke, Bargo.

INTERESTING NESTING RECORD OF SUPERB FAIRY-WRENS,

Early in the spring of 1984 we were pleased toc see a pair of Superb Fairy-
wrens building a nest near our kitchen door, The nest was being built in an
exotic vine thicket growing around a downpipe. It was 1.8 metres high, the
highest Superb Fairy-wrens nest we had ever observed. The nest was very poorly
built for a wren's nest and both birds appeared to be young and inexperienced
breeders.

Eventually four young were hatched. When they were ready to leave, the
nest location proved to be a real problem, Because of the height, the birds were
unable to hop from the nest. They had to launch themselves to clear the swimming
pool and at the same time gain enough height to clear a 2.1 metre courtyard wall.

Three out of four cleared the pool, the fourth one being removed and dried
by human intervention. None cleared the courtyard wall. The parents called
vainly from the other side as the fledgelings made repeated tries to find a way
over, Human intervention opened the gate and the male entered the courtyard ancg
led his offspring to the shelter of some shrubbery., After a few days it was
evident that only one fledgeling had survived.

Within a month the female was again cbserved at the nest with feathers and
was soon sitting on eggs. After hatching the surviving immature from the previous
brood joined with the parents in feeding the young. Time to leave the nest and a
repeat performance of the:previous departure with three clearing the pool and
the fourth again having to be fished out and dried.

The fledgelings this time seemed stronger, perhaps the efforts of the
immature helping the parents to feed them played a part in this. The party re-
mained in the garden throughout the summer, During the winter of 1985 it became
necessary to replace the downpipe to which the vine containing the nest was
attached, Not a lot of care was taken as the birds appeared to have completely
abandoned the old nest.

A new pipe and the vine was tied back, with.the nest this time 300mm. lower
than before. Early spring and to our surprise the pair of fairy-wrens began to
show an interest in the old nest. A few rsarranged feathers with no work at all
to the outside and the female was again sitting.
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Feeding commenced and after a few days the female wes observed entering
then leaving the nest still with food in her mouth, Human intervention revealed
one only dead chick in the nest. This was physically removed., It is strange
for wrens to only lay one egg and we wondered afterwards if perhaps we had over-
looked a young dead cuckoo,

Within a few days the female had laid again and within a short while four
more chicks were being fed by the breeding pair., None of the fledgelings from
the previous year were present and we don't know if they perished or if they
had been enticed away to a new territory as an old male with black wings had
been present in the garden on and off throughout the year. This time the fledge-
lings left by a westerly route and all gained the safety of the shrubbery with-
out the customary swim,

Our elation at seeing our charges safely away turned to despair as their
departure was followed by three days of cold wind and rain. Alas, only one
survived but within a month our fairy-wren super mum was again sitting on eggs,
the fifth brood in the same nest over two seasons. The surviving immature, itself
less than two months old, as did the one the year before, helped feed the young,

As we write this & wesk has passed since the four fledgelings left the nest
via the western route., They all appear strong but it is again raining and the
ever present currawongs are prpwling the garden in search of an easy meal. QOut
of seventeen chicks hatched over two years we can only be sure that five are
alive and four of these are less than a week old, Will they survive? We don't
know, but if they don%t it won't be for lack of trying by our busy little, now
very experienced, fairywren parents.

Hazel & Wal Emery.

SUMMERTIME BIRDING IN NORTH QUEENSLAND.

Three days travelling with overnight stops at Girraween Nat, Park and
Mundubbera saw us arrive in Rockhampton with a sizeable list of sightings,
although at this stage it contained no species we could not have found in N.S.¥%.

This was soon to change as we headed off toward Mackay & .Cape Hillsborough
National Park. Keen eyes located eleven Australian Bustards scattered through
the grasslands north of Rockhampton, but somehow failed to detect the two operating
the radar speed trap on the side of the road, A waterhole south of Mackay produced
the first Brolgas of the trip intermixed with 400 Magpie Geese.

1f the sunny humid weather at Cape Hillsborough wasn't sufficient indication
that we had arrived in the tropics, the change in the birdlife certainly was.
Australian Brush-turkey mounds new and used were scattered at fifty metre inter-
vals along the hillside behind the camping ground and the mournful wail of the
Bush & Beach Thick~knees pierced the tranquility of the night as they patrolled
through the camping ground,

Dusky, White-throated & Yellow Honeyeaters foraged through the gums in
company with the beautiful little Yellow-bellied Sunbirds. A Large-tailed Night-
jar calling in the dawn chorous was lured to a perch above the tent by replaying
his call., A new addition to the Cape Hillsborough N.P, list. Starting at 6-00am.
to beat the heat, our walk to Hidden Valley was rewarded with sightings of Orange-
footed Scrubfowl, White-browed Robin, Wompoo & Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove and a
family of Black Butcherbirds., An interesting sighting several klms outside the
park was a breeding colony of 300+ Metallic Starlings with their large bulky nests
stacked up to six deep on top of each other like avian home units,

The hottest Mackay Christmas/New Year for twenty years forced us to retreat
to Eungella {Land of Clouds). Here we were surprised to find a sub-tropical flore
and fauna producing a species list similar to, though less diverse, than Northern
N.3.W. 0On a morning walk to Platypus Pool we located Wompoo, Rose-crowned and
Superb Fruit-Doves and no less than eleven Noisy Pittas over a 2 klm track,

From Eungella we passed through a dry, parched landscape, with the only
excitement being the sighting of another six Australian Bustards,
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North of Ayr the country became greener, with most creeks and lagoons
holding water., Several stops along the way produced hundreds of Wandering
Whistling-Duck and large numbers of Intermediate and Great Egrets. From a road-
side observation at Horseshoe Lagoon we recorded both Green and Cotton Pygmy-
Geese, Black-necked Stork, Comb-crested Jacana, Brolga and Magpie Geese estimated
in the thousands. Further north the country dried again, forcing the closure of
Mt., Elliot National Park to campers. At Townsville Common we suffered our first
disappointment., The dry conditions had turned the vast wetlands into a huge
bed of baked mud completely devoid of any birdlife. However, the dry surrounding
grassy areas produced 3 species of finch,

Lunch at the Botanic Gardens added White-gaped Honeyeater and Helmeted
Friarbird, then offttoc Mt. Spec. This tropical highland rainforest is the southerr
limit of '‘a number of species, reflected in the addition to our list of Chowchille,
Australian Fernwren, Grey-headed Robin, Tooth-billed Catbird and Bower's Shrike-
thrush, Good sightings were made of the Yellow-eyed Cuckoo-shrikes tending their
nest in the picnic ground. Although we spent some time in an area where we had
heard the Red-necked Crake calling we failed to sight this secretive rainforest
dweller. However our disappointment was quickly forgotten next morning when we
located the termite nesting mounds of two pair of Buff-breasted Paradise~king-
fishers. We were able to manoeuvre our van to within ten metres of one nest and
spend two hours observing the comings and goings of these magnificent New Guinea
migrants, from the comfort of our bed. This bird must surely rate among the
top ten of ocur most beautiful birds,

The dense tropical lowland rainforest at Mission Beach, with its almost
impenetrable jungle-like vegetation of lawyer canes and fan palms again produced
changes in the bird life. The echoing calls of the Brange-footed Scrubfowl
dominated above the calls of the smaller birds. Double-eyed Fig-Parrots and
Yellow-breasted Boatbill were recorded and a brief sighting was made of the
Southern Cassowary as it fled into the jungle,

A surprise sighting was made of a Torresian Imperial-Pigeon nesting 25 metres
high in the top of a eucalypt tree. This bird usually breeds in colonies in
mangrove or paperbark swamps mostly on offshore islands, flying daily to the
mainland to feed on the fruiting trees of the lowland rainforests. Crimson Finches
were also sighted in this open habitat.

The mud flats on the Cairns waterfront were literally crawling with waders,
Out of this mass of birds the only species we recorded not commonly found in the
Illawarra was the Common Sandpiper although more experienced wader watchers could,
probably have found.more.

At Port Douglas an early morning walk through the mangroves while waiting
to board a boat to the outer Barrier Reef located our only Shining Flycatchers,
The trip to the reef produced good sightings of Brown Booby, Common Noddy and
Black-naped Terns, which had taken up residence on the mooring platforms. Several
other sightings were made along the way but the 30 knot winds and 2 metre swell
made positive identification almost impossible.

From Port Douglas we travelled up to Mount Mclloy, across the Atherton
Tablelands and down to Palmerston National Park, Several additional species were
recorded along the way, including Macleay's Honeyeater, Bridled Honeyeater, Little
Treecreeper and S5 Buff-banded Rails. The camping area at Henrietta Creek,
Palmerston N,P, set in a reinforest clearing, was frequented by many species of
birds, and provided us with the most idyllic rainforest camp of the whole trip.
Henrietta Creek also provided us with our last chance to find the Little King-
fisher before we commenced the long trip home, After an hour long search of the
creek, which produced 3 more Azure Kingfishers, 15 in ell for the trip, and still
no Little Kingfishers, I returned to camp to find Hazel had hed a visit from two
Red-necked Crakes, a bird for which we had searched long and hard and spent many
quiet hours at mosquito infested waterholes. I resigned myself to the fact that
they might return the following evening, and we set out next morning in yet
another attempt to find the Little Kingfisher, this time with more success.
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a klm, further down the creek
200mm, of rain overnight
further sightings of the Red-

First a sighting of an immature bird, then
an adult bird quietly feeding from a low perch.
heralded the start of the wet and prevented any
necked Creke,

The 3 day return trip home provided little time for birdwatching but we
managed to add Marsh Sandpiper, Squatter Pigeon and Plum-headed Finch from meal
stops along the way. A long trip like this, 7,000klm in all, gives a good
insight intoc the dependence of birds on habitat variations and leaves one wonder-
ingwhat prevents them from crossing these sometimes visible but often invisible
barriers which confine so many species,

Wal Emery,
INTERESTING SIGHTINGS FOR SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER & NOVEMBER, 198S.
R Spectacled Manarch 1l Bass Point 5-11-85 (. Chafer
S Satin Flycatcher 2 Stanwell Park -10-85 D. Perry
MC Variegated Fairy-wren a4+ " " -11-85 "
U Yellow-tailed Blk Cockatoo 12 " " -11-85 "
U Marsh Harrier 1 Albion Park 10-9-85 P. Bath
U Pacific Heron 7 Gerringong li1-9-85 "
MC Topnot Pigeon 30+ Bellambi Creek 27-9-85 "
S Whimbrel 1l Leke Illawarra 2-10-85 ¢
U Pink-eared Duck 6 Lake Illawarra South 11-9-85 M, Parkinson
S Eastern Bristlebird 1l Barren Grounds 14-9-85 "
U White's Thrush 1l Macquarie Pass 15-5-85 »
R Great Crested Grebe 11 Wingecarribee 22-9-85 "
U Yellow Spoonbill 1l Hoskins Reserve 22-9-85 "
U Ruddy Turnstone 4 |ake Illawarra 5-11-85 *
U Sooty Dystercatcher 2 Belmore Basin 12-5-85 Ron Almond
U Peregrine Falcon 1l Keiraville 23-5-85 "
U White-headed Stilt 1l Tom Thumb Lagoon 16-11-85 "
MC Barn 0wl 1 Marshall Mount 7-11-85 A, Knowlson
MC Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 1 Mt., Kembla 1-9~-85 R, Simcock
U Cicadabird 1 Balgownie 1-11-85 W & H Emery
S Australasian Bittemrn 1 Bellambi 1-11-85 W, Emery
S Whimbrel 1 Towradgi Creek 1-11-85 W & H Emery
Light-mantled Sooty Albatross 1 East of Wollongong 27-10-85 A, McBride

Buller's Albatross Boat Trip 2nd & 3rd November Seabird C 1
Black Petrel East of Wollongong " Records per
¥hite-chinned Petrel " " " D. Fischer
Buller's Shearwater " " " "
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