¢IRCULAR  G'ROM _TEE ILLAVARRS BIRD QPSERVEIRS,  CLUB

Un Mendgy swening the I2th of February 1979 fe will be holding

our first wmeeting fovr the year X

Lane, Corrimal .

SGUEST SFEAKER: Terey Cutrim

SUBJECT: Hawks .f the Illaverra

FiELD OUTING: Ssturday the 17th Februery 1979,

MERTING TIMZ: O3 sharp

0 start at 7.30 p.w

5t

YENUE: St Adbane Church of England Princsro Highway Cnr Cox

HEETING PLACE: {Cuor of Capiain Cook ovive and Blouera innd

Worth Crosulla - wpposite the high achool.
DESTINAMION: Towra Pt Belerve Botany Baey. Pleese brang change of

Fontware and conme prepaved to wellk throughl water and bring

a ouarry lunch,

Plesas nute the Club Offi1cers Yor 1979 aro as followsi-

Seoretary Terry Thunlea

Trossurer Rorn Almond

Fieid Officor Mike HMorfett

Atlasaing Pave Thompson

3

achoioal Do 3ibsown
Librarian Hazel Emery
L

isplay Beards ¥al Toery

» OGRS

1L Laurie Willlans

Ruby Johnson

8

dan aad pavable oa tha ist of January 1879.

Lanrie Willisms
Presidens




CIRCULAR FROM THE TILAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB.

On llonday evening the 12%h Harch, 1979 we will be holding cur

next meeting timed to staurt at T-30pm.

VEITUE St Albangs Church of EBugland, Princes Highwsy , cnr Coxis

Tane, Corrimal.

SUBJECT OF THE NIGHT Tuis is to be a msumbers night where
members are asked to contvribute to ithe mseting by showing

gome of their alides, or an exhibit, or s mowlsogue of &

subject which the person thioks the group would find Latercsting.

PIBELD OUTING Sabweduy 17th lsrsh, 197G,

VENUE Killeiesa Beach, voor Bass koinf.
A Ll o sl

NEETTEG PLACE AND TTUE  &-~%0aen on the private rosd indo
ea Beach on tnhe top of the hill overlookiung the lagoow
Just after paying 40 ceuts entry.

FEES ARE NO® DUE,

Pleaas: Note.

Roger Yuswak is wow sur 0fficer respouslible Jor cu-ordiuating
and reporting oo our beach wallibng schewe, 80 any informeticwn
or detalle you hsve, pleese contéet Rogar,

We &re lookiug for Infocuetion to include in owr clreoulsr i
help thope whoe sso’t attend ouy mesting, IF you have an
unusual sighting, oo twpertwot sightioyg or details of su
outing, plesse put pen to paper and forswrd ths inforwatiow
to & committee membor,

PILM NIGHT' Saturdny 24.0 lareh, 1979, st 18 Achilles Averue,
or ollongoug. o oshowinge, bow & Bpuo.

SUBJECT Pogaunms.
EXTRA BEXCURSION POR APRYL Saturdey 7th April, 1979.

Blrdwatching, followed by a BHQ, followsd by mpotlightlug.

Por afternoon birdwateniug, weet a8y 2ps ue the corner ol (oo
SHOALHAVEN tura=oft aund the lHowra-Geroa Rosd,

If attending the BLW, meel in the picalc arsa at the soyuthur.
end of Gerca Beach upprox. A¥m south of Gerca at $-30puw.

To attend the spotlighting meet at Tpm &% the ssme plenile arsa.

Por further details plesase riog 29663?g
Taurte Willisne.
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vl CIRCULAR FROM ILLAVAGLA BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB,

On Monday eveumng the 9th April 1979 we will te holding Cur nexi
meetlng timed to stavt al /~30

YENUE Sl, aAlbsans Chureh of England, Princes Highway oor Cox' s
lane, Corrimal.

GUEST SPRAKER  Terry Lindaay

FIELD OOTTHG Satcovdoy 27zt April.
Please note this culinz ig later iw the mogth than norwal becausge
of Paater.

VENUE Canyonleigh .

MEETIIIG- PLACYE Brteabon to propeprty called “GoowongﬁT e kilometers

anong the Tugslong Houd which turwss off the Cooyonieigh Read 9 klms
from the interscc! it the Huwme Higliway.

MEETIYNG TIL& 8-30wwm wi “Joowong'. ) .
The Trip from Woll ponp will take aboufl 1¢ ¥ 13 houvs

EXTRA EXCURSION Fai A-RiL Saturdey (UL Apegil, 1979,

Birdwatchivg, .’ll\wbh "By a BBR. followed Lt spotlighting.

For afternocw blrdwaichink, meeb al Zpae o the cormer of the
Shoalhaven turpn~c(f and the Nowra-Gewoa Road.

Ia attending the BBQ, meet 1o the plenic #iva af the southern end
of Geroa Beach, approx 4ku gouth of Geroa, sl 5-30pm,

To attend the spoylighiting, meet st Tpm ot the same plenic area,

SPBECTAL HOTE Treloded in uwext months vutice will e s List of fira

finencizl meubers with addrcoses ebe. 10 you wish to be dincluced L
will Te pecegsary 0 pay yuar 1999 teey Lefure J0H Apeldl 1999,

REPORT om KILLALEA DiACH & BASS POINT OUTING 17ih Verch, 19/9.

After alucet & week Wimuwct raiw, the party of 30 was fortunats to
have sunghine, which increased as the day wore on. Aiter veyment of
4£0c to entws the 101 propewby, the group lei% thelr cars at 8,30 an
nm the beach road overlociklng the lagoon and degewnded dows to the
water. illsre were closrly ceen gix spseles of duclk, lwmcluding et
club sighting o the Fink=-eca red Duclk.Qvervhead five varietdes of birde
olf prey made vigits (o whig basin erea; a pair of White-breastied qu
Bagles displayed twabding acwrobatics., A red-bellied snake was nel af
the water?s edge nsnr the spot where the mid-morning break wao takern,
After vigiting bhe ticoch aasd continulog, round dne Legein plun w
stop to obgerve a loge Bloack Swam im the adjacent poul, the purty
walked up bthe ridge tiorough lastacz. melaleucas, apd LLm“LitLHs The
descant was made down a pocket of veinforest bovdering o creek, macked
o the map as ivteirwi rtent Lut aow gquite uwollen. Whilet expectiamg bk
gre chielfly small buirdr iw this parl, the geoup was theilled 4o spoet
an immeture Chanuel-bliled Cuckoo algh in 8 i:g tyee., Afier clreumtreni—
ting the lake:, the party took lunch: &b bhe cars @i 1 pare,
Another gllmpme was hed off the: Pink-gared Ducks and then the gv
puw smatlewy,, procéeedcd o Basg Poli . Bn route om the cub-~skirits @f
Shellharbour, scme uzw the Basterm Goldew Flovers im the footballt
field. At the Polne, the pawly wes more cowscioup of othewr peoplele
activities. fAlougeide the road to the memorial rook Superb Biue Wrenw
asbounded and Uew Holland Honeyemters im the banksias. The walk f£iaished
about 4pm,
The day’s tally: <8 spccies { 29 Passerines & 39 Non-Pesserines)

22922297 [AVE YOU DOWE YOUUR BEACIHNALK FOR THIS UONFLL 7922%%%

—t— c - T U S R kil Ml et




- GLUB FEES A

N$ 22 pZ
On Sunday 25th Harch,1979, a small group of Birdes went to the

.Caﬁjonleigh aren, After 1nv&st15atingfseveral areas we have Gecided

the April oubtimwg will be: to the propertiy named "Coowong", which is
sltuated 16kme along the Tuggalong Road. Mike's comments are as follows,
. ' WAfter comsuliing the cwner, Dr Hughes, the group drove about &
mlle through the: paddocks and woods to the edge of the spur. On the
way, ‘s floek’ of about 80 Wood Duck was séen gathered at the larger
aiack:dam The prominent white om its flanks meade the male Blue~
winged Shoveller identifiable with two females. Only the one Blagk-
fronted Dotleral was seen. Below the cattle yards the party walked
down to paddocks dotted with dead timber in the @irection of Bautteries
Point. lany smaller birde were seen here, notably the Hooded Robdn."
&ppmoximately 30 species were recorded on this property im the shord
time weiwere there,

$#2-00 & #ull time situdeat,
$5~00 ordinary member,
$8-00 fxmily membership.

PLEASE DOIM'T' FORGET We arse looking for information fo inelude in our
vircular.to kelp those who can't attend cur meeding. If you have aw
anusnal sighting, ay important sighting or detseils of an outing,
pleape put: pen %o paper Bnd forward the informatiow to' & committee

menb&:f.‘.‘ 2

' Geo & Holly Thomas reported that a dozen White Ibis srrived a%

Cl@derwooﬂ on 4ith Yerch, 1979..

Jaek Hyslop of Stanwell Park & Ray Elford oif Bulli have both had
Whip Birds im theixr back gardens iu the past month.

Hal Emery has slghted 5 White Plumed Honeyeaters in the Phil Adams
Pank:at Corrimal on 2 seperate occasiond in iacch.

T

FOR:

. Birds of.the High Country $i%=50
Frith's Waterfowl im Australis $12-00
Rarasa%g'Vaaiahiag'Blrds $12-00.

FOR

BIRDS OF THE COUNIY OF CALDEW by Doug Gibson on sale $2~00 aach
IBOG Car $$ickera are. gow on sale af $1-00 each.

Renording cnrda for the: County of" Camden are wow on sale 30¢ eaan

SPEGTLA HDTB We: are planming & couple of special excursions aid

o al¥ow ug Lo make & tenative booking, would anyone who is intercsted
in:going t0: onte’ off the following places please £ill in the section
belowaand‘ﬂatunm it to the Presidemt ox Sabﬁetany by the 30tk Apnfl

%gggnﬂw
waakend 1ln a lodge at Thredho om the weekend of 3rd & 4tb Novﬁjberg
1979 f&om Frlday everuing until Sunday.

LORD. HOWE fﬁLAHD
For 16 days In February or Mareh, 1980.

o,...-pu‘p_o.p-wi.‘-g.oopu.oq-u-a.rs-a-ampa-wrpvoto-oo T R A R NI

Hame:

Yes, I am interested in going to Thredbo, in November.

S T e O T I A T N R e N TS S B i L I B L 2

Nauey_ o
Yes, T am interesbted in going to Lord Howe Island in Feb, ox lameh, 198C

Doli&ils of the vost iuvolved in these 2 excursiomd will be circulated
whent wes have an indicatlon of how amny people might be atvtending.



128k February
17 th February

i2 th Uarech
17+h March
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1980,
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B W
On llonday eveuing the 14tk nay 1979 we will be holding our nexyk
meeting timed to starv =f 7-50 puo.

VENUE St Albans CShurch of Enzland, Princes Highway cor Cox's Lane
Corrimal.

SEEAKER  Doug Gibsun.

TITLE of Dill NEEATHSRG & TIHIUGS™.

PIBLD QURING Satvrday < Sunday, the 191 & 20tk oy, 1979.

TENUE Gresnpateh, Jervis Hay.

Por thoge wishing v spend tne weekend camjping ol Greenpatch Camnping
Remerve, some members will be arrivivg on triday afternoosn and
evening, clihers will e arrivivg oo Saturdsy morning.

Por those who wish to attend for the day evcursion only, we will
assemple at the sawmplur ground at 9am on Saturday and %am on Sunday.

PLEASE WOTE +that the June cuting s postponed for one wsek to
sunday the 24th June becouse of the long weekend.

REPORT or COOUOHDERRY SWi'lP & SEVEN MITE BwaCll HATIOHAL PAAK,
Saturday 7th April, 14790

At 2pm a party of 23 gathered opposite the ridiog achool amd, under
the leadership of Barry vVirtue, proceeded tu doomonderry property
(now up for sale) just =ionz the Berry Road. The cars were laft by
the farm buildings, and the group made it¥s way in sunshine along
the southern edge of Lne swanp. The walk lasted twoe hours; &t times
it was wet woderfoot arser Larch’s freguent ruinfall, so utiracting a
myriad of mosguitos. Por the third consecutive outlng, o red-bellied
snake wag disturbed,

There were many Velconme Swallows skimoimg over the waber, and
at leegt (0 Cattle Lgrets alkandoned their swamp verches end headed
for the paddocks of Cooii-downs property. A parent White Ibis fed
its youngater at the top of a tree. White-Taced Heron nuwibered about
two dozeun. The Easbern Swoumpheon looked like a single filw of soldiers
in resplendent blue uwoiicru before takivg Tlight with the Black Swan.
A swooplag Swamp Harrizr caused chaos amopg the Coots, and a Peregrine
Paleon reuained still in a rowniside tiree as i waiting in ambush for
the homing pigeons we could see in the distasce,

At about Spm a tarb.ovoe wag had at the Seven liile Beach picnie
area.

In all, 47 species weve rocorded (23 Passerives & 24 Non—~Passerines)
ineluding a femmsle Dorver, not ssen on the vtk coast by the club
since June 1977,

3 Kilometers south the group then went spotlightileg slong winding
beach track through eucalyptus aad banksias., 12 Greater Gliders, 1
Brush-tailed FPoasum and 1 Ring-tailed Posgum with distlnctive colour
variations weye seen in areas uvninhablted by spiders it wseemed. Some
of the group then returned to the plenic area to find % swore Grsater
Gliders and a Hipg-tailied Possum and apoilher bat. the exdursion drew
tc a close at 9-45pms

REPORT O COOWONG FROLENIY , SAT(ONLEIGH, SATCaDAY 21st April, 1979.

At 9am & group of 24 met at the gutes of the Coowong proper'y omn a
sunny autumn moruing. The pariy proceeded to the stouck dams in front

of the llanagers cotisge where aobout 94 Wood Tuck had beecn ohserved by
the early arrivals to the property. Another 35 wWood Nuck werv: seen
later in the day on a dam farther 1p the property. The cars yere then
parked about a mile thrcuzh the puddocks and woonds «a the edge of the
spur behind ithe coitage und the party walked past the cattle yards down
to the paddocks where a good pateh of blrds were observed for sone
time,. Hotably, 5 species o Thornbllls were idertilied im thir ares
and several Dusky Woodswullows were aeen flying ovevhead, and a pair of
Scarlet RBobins were weli chuerved. The Wedge-—tatlied bLagle flevt low
over the IBOlers and eich bad u good lock ui the uther,



Ty

‘reach the river, sgeu

N T =D re

& Phe party prucoocided wluug o Filree treil, up a very steep nill snad
S vonto the top whers wne piotead opeged out and Bailtery roirnt could Le
1

observed o the weos and the dulloedilly River geen in the gorge
below.
After Yuneh the pursy Coilowed s caoimsl brack io an attenst Lo
cod Tea-runped lorrouts weve observed ia this
section of the wuli., locever, afver Ffodllowiayn 4 strean for soue
distance, it was decilad to nbapdon the Diver atlewmpt wue ko lack o
time, and make our wiy cack to the cors.
The party walked wo 2 souliiern sypur lhrougb wooded beshlaod and
back to the cara wietre a5 welcome euppa wdas enjoyed.

The birds werc patchy Tocr the day due to @ sgtrong I/W wiad blous
but the patcehbes wheryc the bigcds were sSven we o mowt rtewalrdin: , obe oi

the highlighta for vibe day belwvg the sighting of the diiffereunv spegd
of Robins.

The fipai obhservatiod Fosa the early Lleavers was the sight of
palr of Spotted uwi: lhiuch walking zernea the road,

The day‘s tailly. 2 (46 faszserinss O 15 Jlan-laanuvirines

m

REPORT OF LAST (171" .yl

1% 0y

Terry Lindsay gave 5 vooy 1nterestlng wolk, o showed slices 20 whe
birds of ilorth Juseus: cnd. Do partloutar he cpoke on bhe worlk being
%

A2

done on the new huboyoesiter nauwed the Duocelle lomeyveater which hos
been discoveved just weol o Leckey and osd bieo wronogly ldentified

-7

as the Brindled Oueyontex

He concluded nis taik oy showlng alides of Leon
which created greast iatursat as goewe menlers are (
possibility ot & wrio o this area.

e

:ving tboe

BLABKDUTT S100RVE

We are in Yhe poocess L0 cenbipliing uetordls of the bipeds in tairs
i

re in Jape Yoo

I

T A3
F oy

g5

=3

x

g«

regerve [or the wmexi 12 months. Anycas wilh zny spare tine, it's a -ood

venue and we would appreciate 1t iF you could pass on a liat of
obgervatione to the rosident,

SPRCTAL 11 T1G,

Our Techioiieal ofirovr hoes advizead tvan Lhe Ducks arce wovios iato
the srea aud it ia a = 4 Tiowe te make obigservelions,

White Pluwed ilowayent. o teve been observed i the tewso io Covrinsld
near the V. L.A. by [y Jnkaale,

FOR SALE

Birds of the iigh Cuuniry  L0A3-5G.
Birds of the Coubty <l “anden by Douwg Gilbson  32~00.
IBOC Cay Stickeras 41 oo azel,

Recording carde o the Sountly of Cakden 50 each,

Havs YOU ZTLLED LU YoUs oLil BOR THE LNz Shod TH AUGIET

OR FOR ZIIIELSOY PO LURD HOWS LOLALDY

SPRCIAL [UInUEST

Are you any golid wi drawing birds v bleck & vihile lige drawlnga®
If so pleape epguive Troe the Fresideag,

Auy loguseles wiesge rilns Loarie Villiams Y 0esT.

R
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" JERVIS BaY TERRITORY Gresapatch - Scottish Rocks, Iluke, Telegraph Creek Nature Walk

and Cape St George.
Saturday & Sunday J9th aod 20th Hav, 1979

A varylng aumber of mewmbers and their families either cawmped or spent a day in the

area over the weekend.

1. OREENPATCH TO SCOTTIS: RUCKS

30 people partietpated in the welk on Saturday worning. We departed the campsite

at Sam in fine sunny weatber, end followed the nature trail from Greenpatch throuvgh
g small section of wet heathland and then sucslyptus ferest, to Bristol Poiat., theun
along the baach to Scottiqn rocks and into the forest at the back of the beach for a
short way, before walking back aleng the besch to the campsite for lunch. At
Scottish Rocks a pair of Hasked VPlover were observed wandering slong the reef out

in the bay.

2, GHERNPATCH TO ILUEA

After lunch the group wslked along the road ito Iluka picnic area end then procesded
through the heath to the edge of & lagoon where e lot of activity was observed on the
other sids of the water. There were a Yot of Banksia Ericiolis in bloon axd the Hew
Holland Housyeaters snd Yellow-faced Honeyeaters as well as the Red end Littls
Wattlebirds wsere busy feeding., We then proceseded tou the bezch and watched several
Australian Gaonet over Jeivis Bay on our walk back fo the campsite.

After tea one of the Baugers, Keiikr Butt, took the group spollighting and 3
Hing-tailed Possums and 6 Grester Glidexs were observed, 15 cswped thai night.

3. TELEGRAPR CREEK NATURDL WALK

The Sunday morning walky was deluyed until about 10saa owing to & heavy shower of
rzin, but rinally 21 wpeople set out to walk slong the Telegraph Creek Hature Wall
on the southern ide of the rosd. The activity of Honeyeabevs uas grsst ossy the
awamplaud at the sides of the wain road snd as we procesded into the Toresi srea
lesa birds were cbeervad. As we povad into the woodland and heachland neaver the
main road again eeveral Tlocks of White-naped honeyeaters, Yellow-facad Honaysaiers
and New Hoiland Honeyeaters weia observed as well as sowe White cheeked Honeyaaters.
The highlight of these thres waelks was the sighting of the Male Suverdb Parrot by all
membera, & bird wall out of its territory end gunsidegred to be a possibls aviary
e@scapee. It mingled with the Criwson Hosellzs, possibly considering i4self to be
one of theu.

4. CAPE ST GEORGE

After :lunch 1% membera drove out to Cape St George o Tie ruined lighthouss in

the hopss of seeing tha Ecztern Eristlebivd. Thesz hojo3 wera realised with
everyons having an excellent view of at least 2 of these birds, a firat cluk
aighting. While there we were zl-o priviledged to watch ths zoaring flight of a
pair of White-bressted sea gagles which displayed {or uost of the time, and slso

the Tellow-unosed Albatross ves observed akinming over the ocean.

Several Kangaroos, soms witn joeysz weve seen over the weekénd,

Saturday 50 speclea wers ceen, 31 Fuiserines, 19 Hou Pesserinpes,
Sunday moruning 15 species wurs sesn, 12 Passerives, 3 Hon Pusserines.
Sunday afternoccn 14 speciex waere seen, B Passcrines, 6 Non Pesserines,

Total species observed Tor oiw weskend:ie 56
B4 Pousoeril 23
22 fdon Fusseriaes.

Fiist Club Sightings, Yellow nosed Albvatrosa, Supsrb Yarrot, Bastexn Bristlebird.

Any inguiries please riag Lauris Williaws 29 6637.
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CIRCULAR FruUM TLLAVAHRA BIRD OLSERVERS CLUB .

On Monday evening the 9th of July 1979, we will be holding our next wmeed.ing
timed to start at 7.30 p.w.

VENUE ; 5t Albans Church of Englend Hall, Princes Highway, Corner Cox's Lane,
Corrimal . ' : B

GUBEST SPEAKER: John Divney . .
SUBJECT: -Cuckoos and Flumsgss.

0
FIELD OUTING: 14tp July. Birds of Prey outing.

VENUE Meet at S50 Beltuna dvenue Dapto frow where Terry Cutrim will lead uzx -
Please be at the vanue no latsr than 8am.

DON'T FORGET Film Kight on Birds of Prey Saturday evening the 7th July 6pm & Bpa.

 PLEASE "have your $15 per heuad money available for Tregtre Restaurant Night -
4th August. Paysble at the Heeting.

PLEASE ADD to Mewbership List:-

Sean 0'Halley 38 Rose Parude it Plemsant "84 8597
Len Westwood Lot 29 Tigway Avenue Figiree

PLEASE ALTER on our iaformatioa on the Five Islands in the second paragraph on
the Crested Tern. Jt stales these birds are seen nesting in groups. This should
be Litered to RESTING

FURTHEP JNFORHATION CH _‘IHE BIRLS OF THE FIVE TSLANDS

WEDGE-RAILED SEEARWATER (Puffinus pacificwa). This species arrives in late
August after spending the winterv in tropicsl ssas, probsebly in the region of the
Philipines as indicated by recent band returus. They nest in burrowas and lay
their single egg in late Kovewber, the young one leaving in-early May. An sll

‘dark, long-winged sheecwater thut can often be sega Flying low near the islands.

it feeds on small fish and cephalopods. Breeding numbera are probably declining
because erosion-on Biy Isiand has reduced the aree suitable for burrows.

SHORT-TAILED SHEARWATER (Puffinus tenuirostris). Tha sawe species as the famous
Bass Strait muttonbird, our bicds also perforz the tremendcus anoual wmigration

which takes them on a clockwise circuit of the nortnern Pacific. The austral

winter is spsnt in the region of the Arctic Ocean. About 100 paire breed ov Big
Island where thsy follow a siwilar nesting timetable ac P. pacificus. This spacies
has only recently ¢olonisad Five Is. where It wes first discovered in 1960. Difver:s
from the Wedge-=tail by having snnrt teil, greyish uwanderwings and darker legs.

We have a letter frow the Zoolosy Departwant of Monaesh Unaversity, Victoria,
giving details of a new laptor Group to be Yorwed. T you require informatioa
please contact Laurie Williaus. .

We received an interesting note from John Hobbs which we have insertsd for yeur
intoerest. o

L. A Superb Parrot bas te:in hanging around Illsroo ltpad, Norih Howra fcr some
years now, uswually in cowpany with Crimson Rosellus. 11 would almoat ceriainly
be the bird seen at Groen Patch ~ on the coswt for the winter!

2. ¢ Aroand the Lighthouse is probably the best place tor Easterm Bristlebirds
although there are many in ths zrea. The Lighthouze 1s to be pwrily rstuili and
the surrounding.area developed ss a tourist atirection in the pr:seat aschswe for
the whole of the Bherwsrre Peniscula. Public Ocawenis were callwd for and I huave
sent a letter to the Deopr Capit.? Territory in Canberra. The maln gist wa: to
keep development at a vory low level with restricted vebicular and pedestrian
agccess to heathland off the access road and cavpark. {That is &t the Lighthouse).

Other Ornithological notes Pcv past few mouths: DLittle Terns at Jowerong Island.

Only three pairs bui one successrully reared young afier 2nd abiewpt At Lalke
Wollumboola, about a dozen psics nested wilh acue succesa. Ground {ur Swamp)
Parrot located in heuathlands noear Bescroft Peainsuls, Currarong. Sean faeding 1z
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Down iv the farm paddoscks, thers wers large flocks of Silversye,
Redheads, ar? Bouse Sparrows. ths Brown Falcos was observed on all
three occasions. On the third trip, 50 specics were encomtered .
{55 Pagserines snd 15 Bon-Pesserimes ). 56 epecice (M Passeriiss
and 18 Non-Ppsserines) wers recorded in totsl. .

FOH ANY FURTEER JAPORMATION PLEASE CONTACT LAUALE WILLIAMS
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CIRCULAR FRO:I 7TIH ILLAGWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB

On Honday evening the 13tk ol August, 2979, we will be holding
our next meetiflg tiwed to start at 7.3%0 p.m.

VENUE: S5t Albans Church Of England iHall, Princes Highway,
Cnr Cox's Laxe, Corrimal, ,

GUESTQSPEAKMR: Haturalist Vinoent Serveaty
SUBJECT: Endangered Species.

PIFELD OUPING: oSunday 19th August.

VEIUE: Rarren Ground:

VEETING PLACE: We will bz meeting at the entrance to Barren
Grounds, which is locuated on the Jamberoo Mountain Road,
bhetweer Jamberoe and Robertscn et 8.30 a.m.

At the counclusion of this cuting in tue afternoon, fur those
who wish t¢ stay, we will be having a barbegue meal and then
after dark, we will apend an hour or so spotliglting.

SEECTIAL OUTING: Huseun visit 4th of August., Wa will be

meetling at the College Street Foyer at Spi on Saturday the

4th of August and the visit will finisb =zt approzimately 5.30 p.m.
For +she menmbers who have hooked, we will be leaving the museum

at 5,45 p.m. and procseding t¢ the Speakeasy Restaurant which

ig located at 107 Anzac Parade between Todman and Duie Streets,
Kensington.

Thegze two outings sre completely different so if you wish %o
vigit the museum only, please some along a3 you will be very
welcome.,

PLEASE ADD +tu your Mewbership Lisfiz-
Denise Blwck 104 Crorles Street Minnamucra
Dave Walsh C/- Wt Keivro Scout Camp.
PLEASE ADD - In our July oircular we guve details of the

Taighting of a Purple Crowrnod Pidgeon. We omitted to state that
the Bird was a Fumale.

REPORT OW THE JULY GULST SPEAKER
John Pisney gave 8 dotailed address supported by slides and
specimen Skin Samples of the various stages of Plumages that
can occur with Cuckoos,

it BROWH, NI XE{RA & COALCLIPF COLLIERY
RETQRT OQ}THE JULY CUTING - batufday 14th July, 1979

After having listened to & talk about Peregrinc Palcons given

by Terry Outtrim lwxst Pebruary and haviung seen three films on
raptors the preceding Saturday, club members gathered at 8 a.m.
at Terry's home in Beltana Avenue, Daplo, to siudy Peregrine
Falcons in three aveas alorng the Iliawarra ceastline.

The party of 27 drove the vhort distance to the foot of the
reservoir road leadiang to Mount Brown, where a clear view was had
of the territory of a pair of falcons, whose aecrie was situated
on the face of the scoerp behind Avondale Colliery. Terry
indicaeted the birds' vantage points along Mount Brown: three
dead trees. During that first howr, there was no saign of eiiher
birdy however, 22 uther species (12 Passerines + 10
Hon—Passellnesa mere seen in the paddocks, or the dams, and
round the Dapto dwellings.

Back in Terry’s back garden, members were showna an adult palr
of Peregrine Falcons, breeding in captivity. In another
enolosure was & juvenile female with an injured right wing, and
a female Brown Goshawk separated the Peregrines. Terry
arranged for the group to see & female Lititle Falcon with an
injured lefv wing and & female Whistling Eagle wiopus her right

eye.
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The party then procseded to Mount ¥Keira Road and stupped at
the former site of the Diggers?! Rest Home. Horth-west almost
below the Warra Lookout geodetic gtation on the Illawarra.
Range ciuld be geen a femele Peregrine Falcon at the entrance
of a small cave. Iis mate pursued a flock of homiog pigeous.
L Pelican flew over the area, and a flock of over a hundred
Pied Currawoungs gathered over the Mount itself. A4 Raven'a
neat was located a short dietance from the ruins. Other
additional Passerines seen or heard here were the Mistletoebird,
Grey Shrike~thrush, White-throated Treecreeper, and Lastern
Whipbird.
Lunch was taken at Coalcliff Colliery on the bank overlooking
Stony oxr Judges Creek. A palr of Peregrine Falcons had their
aerie in the scarp iv a HEW direction. Visibility deteriorated
t0 a haze as the sun woved round. The group saw first the male
make an attack on a flock of Piguons heading south, succeeding
only to scatter them. Then shortly before 12.30 p.m. the female
struck a vietim just out to sea. Half an hour later tle party
disbanded B3 it was felt most of the Pigeons were taking a more
westerly course over the escarpment out of view,
After the birds of prey outimg in the moroing, a smailer group
nusbering 12 followed in the footsteps of the party which
visited Darkes Porest on 16th July, 1977. Leaving their
vehicles at 1.%0 p.un. they walked heyoud Dahlia Creek to the
aboriginal rock carviags. Banksia and wattle were in flower,
and generally there was more vegetation aflier the previous
bushfires. The return walk was completed by 4 p.m.

Firat club sighting; Beautiful Piretail

Heat: DMNew Holland Homeyeater with two eggs.

sfternoonts tally: 20 (19 Passerines + 1 Non~Passerine).

OCTOBLR WEEKEND TC COOWONG

Arrangements are well in hand for this weekend. The various
walks have been completed and water and electricity will now be
available at the aite. '

Por thoge attending the weekend, we would be obliged if you would
let us know approximately when you will be arriving, how many in
your family or group and if you require transport. We will
require this information sometime in August.

Also please note that there are no shops available at the gite or
nearby so it will be necessary to take your completfe weekend
supplies with you.

WE WILL BE TAKIVG ORDERS at this Meeting for Readers Digest
Complete Book of Birds at 420 per copy and will be delivered in
Septenbsr.

SLATURS two Books are not yet evailable and are not expected to
be available this year.

Doug 3ibscn has started on his Albatross banding and recording
off the cuast for %379. We will see if we can get as many
members as posgsible to assliat over the pnext 6 to 8 weeks.

wal Emefy repurts sveing a pair of Pied Oyster Catchevys at
Berkeley, just west of the Boatharbour oun 25th July 1979.

Hext Comwittee Meeting is on Tuesday evening the 21st of
August at 7.30 p.m. at the Thowmpsons Famnily Home.

BHAVE YOU BEEN O YOUR BEACH WALK?"
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- LITTLE PENGUIYN (Budyptula minor). Several huvdred paifa

™ - 3 - ‘ ¥
fFIﬂAL"INFORMAIIOH ON THE BIRDS OF THE FIVE ISLANDS,

obreed on the islands.' ©ig Island being the most favoured,
Penguins lay two eggs in an exceavated burrow or in the shelter”
of 2 bush or rock crevice. August/September are the peak
egg~-laylng months, They cume ashore in the evening end walk
upright to their nests to feed the chick or change shift with the
incubating parent. At sea they swim low in the water and dive
for fish and squid.

-.WHiTE-FACED 3TORMPETREL {Pelagodrome wmarina). A tiny,

JTong-Jegged grey and waite seabird, only ~ccasionglly sten at

-pes where it feeds on small surface plapkton. Soill erosion and

- the pressure of increasing gull numbers has reduced the nesting
- population. QOcoupied burrows may be found orn Flinders and Big

Islands from October to Februsary. Little is known of thelr
migratior except that they winter im tropical seas,

SOUTNERY BLACK-BACKED GULL {Larus dominicanus). Unknown in
Kuztralia before 1043, al least four pairs of this striking bird
now nest on Bage Islund where it is probably increasing. Huch
bigger than the Silver Gull, its black wings and yellow bill and
lega are distinctive. Wollongong Harbour is a favourite haunt
where it seeks fish scraps. Young birds are muttled brown with
dark bills and the full adult plumage is not attained untll four
years old.

FOR AYY PURTHER INFPORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT LAURIE WILLIANS g
296637,

Sro-s
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CTRCULAR ¥ROU 1113 ILTAWARR4 BIAD OBSERVERS GLUR

0D'Hbud&¥ evening tic LUin of*Séptember we will be bolding our
- next Meeting timed to start at 7.30 p.u.
VERUE: &t Albens Chuwrch oi BEnglapd Hall, Princes Highway, Car Cox's
Tane, Corrimal. -

GUBST SPEAKER: Wuyne Langmore.

SUBJEOUT - Birds of Kosciusko

PIELD OUPING: Sunday 1éth Sepiember

VEIUES. FaB e vr s don o Mot mbe osos fom Sl o o 1 805 R A

MERTIHNG PLACH: T~intersection where the Oskdale Road meets the
Burragorang Rouad at Ozkdale at 8.30 a.m. To get t0o this venue we

suggest you travel to Picten frowm Wollongong and when you meet the
Hume Highway "iurn® left, and then lake the fire¢ “turn" on the might,
which is the Oak Ruad, Proceed a2lceng thisg road to Howbray Park where
the Qaks Road "turus®” right. DO HOY "turn'" here., Continue gtreight
ou which is now the (akdale Road and follow this coad o the
intersectlon. From the meestlng place we will pruceed towsrds the
Burragorang Lookout vut we will “buen" off at the Tuwmbledown Ridge
Tragk.~ g0, if you syrive aiter 8,30 a.n. we will have guue, so please
be on time, o

PLEASE NORE: THERW 15 WO MEETIRG IN OCTOBER AND NO WOTICE.

OCTUBER WLEKBED: To "Coowong®, Tugmloug Kosd, Canyonlem.

For those who can’t come for the full weekend, we suggest you call up
for one of the days. To give everyone an idea of the program we have
egtablished:~ Fridsy atternoon and Saturday morning we will be
seiiing uh SBUDs-sdsiusday.allezucen -we -wilk-borgedng on our First:
walk to Bangadilly Creclk. Saturday evening - Barbeque followed by a
Film Hight followed by spotiightianz. Sunday morning will he free
then en Sunday afterucon we will be walking to Battsries Point, thewn
naybe films and spotlighiing., Hogday morning we will be walkiug to
Rats Castls Creck. Honday afternoon we will pack up and head for
hone.

A there are no shops in the area 1t will be necessary #o taks all
your reguirements for the weskend. Webtsr, electricity, toilet and
shower faclilities will be available on the site. There is mlso a
large -shed whioch wili be availadle for a shelter. Pleame bring a
chair and a blanket for the film nights. ' -

A camping fee of ¥2 per person per night will apply. ' School children
will bhe at no cost. For the more snergetic cones, we will have a
pre~breakfaat walk heading off about 6.30 a.m. To prepars the eggs and
bacon, we will be rsturanilng aboud 7.30 s.m. If you are really keen
you ¢an probably smell them cookiag already.

Except for our combined barbegque or Saturday svenlng, the rest of the
meals will be caesusl e we zuggest you spend as little time. as possible
preparing weals, The time can be hetier speut disoussing ths rare

sightiogs of the day. e :
wiTl JEEPETTETY

. 4 o 1) R,
of the weekend with us.

o me e

THREDBO WEEREND IN HOVEMDBER .

We have to book Two lodges ror this esxcursion as a¥% ibils point of tiue
we have at least 32 people going for the weeksnd. It will be '
necepanry for those wishing to sttend io pay for their mecommodution
at the September Meetiuvg or during that week. We 6ot ow_ the
exantaamoant but by thebaaloulatign wa have carrie Oout i%&i : Ebsﬁ
$4& per person per night so we are asking that this smount be paid to
allow - us to pay fox the Locking in Beptember, If there mre any other
members or thelr fricads wisbing %o attend this sxcursion, please
bring your woney to ibe Septomber Meeting.
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SKIN PRESERVATION TIGHT

On Saturday evening 6lh October, we ere haviong a demuusiratiocn on
"How a dead bird skin iz treated for preservation™. This will be
held at the howme or Doug Glbeon at Thirroul commencing af 7.3%0 .,
A1) wealcome.-

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETIHG dis at Doug Gibsods houwe at 7.30 p.m. on
Tuesday the 18th of Seplember.

BELECRIOY OF QOFRICERS tor 1980 will be held at our Noveuwber
Teeting so please Think wow as to who you wish to lead your Club
next year, The ithree posltions which have to he voted ou are
President, Secretovry and Treasurer.

REFORT O1F QUTINGS

COOWONG Tat 34°27° s Tong 150°07°E
Saturday 2iet July 1979

A purvey group of geven met at the Hume Hdghway croseing at 9.30a.m.
and left their vehicles near the wanager®s regidence st the Coowong
property. Sites for the October camp and for shower and toilet were
gelected.

The party walked about  mile south into & small, but productive
zully where tie nest of a lyrebird with sclitary egg wasy found;

both nest end agg appeared ‘amctive’, A small opening was algo

found (near above nest) with Teathers, suggesving & kill, but there
were no bones, A derelici Rock Warbler's nest wagc also found in the
pame vicinity.

After lunch, a short walk was wade %0 north-east of residence o the
top of a steep descent inftov the glade visited on the previous outing.
Here, a Scarlei Robin and a pair of Spotted Quaill-thrush.

Woisy lliners were seen uest-building at the proposed campsite.

After driving back to the road, the group walked behind Dr Hughest
residence to the edge of & deep gully, iag which Lyrebirds could be
heard, Yellow-ruoped Thornbills were nest-bulldiang 1n & pine neaw
the road,

The parity then drove howe, stopping after two miles to check ouk a
likely piece of bush. A Hooded Robiu made an appearance.

Day's tally: 36 (28 Passerines + 8 Nou-Paswserines}).

ATLBATROSS BaANDING
Sunday 12th August 1979

After two cancelled tripa, the first excursion of the seuson wag
made at 8.30 a.m. from Wollongong Harbour north to Colling Flat
Rock, Woonona, in Frank Doonan's sturdy boat. Three other wmen
acoompanied Doug Gibson. A stiff westerly intensified during the
morning, but subsided by the time the party lsaded at 12.30 p.m.
In &ll, 19 Wandering Albatrosses were caught, including 8 re-traps
and of thege, three weve of particular interest:

~25065 U.S5. Fishing & Wildlife Service: Bellambi in August 1958
aad July 61; South Georgia (Scotie Sea/Atlentic Ocean) in January
65 and as an adult in Jaguary 64; Bellambi in August 64; Austinmer
July 69; Wollongong July 76; and South Gecrgia. in Februasry 7.

~25094 female with black cap; Bellambi in August 1964; Malabaw
in June 70 and 71; Wollongong in August 76 and 77.

~B8 2606: nuwmber akiu to series recovered from Preanch awehipelago,
Crozet ¥slands, in Indian Oceana
After the numbsrs of 0ld and vew bands were recorded, details of W
plumage of each of the birds were taken down according to the Gibsouw
Code in respect of the head, back, wing and tail. Some cutilebsnes
were collected, bearing cracig spd triangular irdentetions from the
beaks of the albatrosses.
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Other birds observed weie the Black-browed Albatiross; the imsature
Shy Albatross, with prominent grey bead and probably of tha llew
Zealand pub-gveciea Salvini frow Snsres and Bounty Islands; the
-immature @¢iant Petrel, posgsibly of the Northern species; Silver and
Tominican Gulls; and Pelicans and HWleck Cormorants in the barbour.
A mgealion, with flippers raised in fthe air and 1ts body suhmerged
appeared like a dead albatross with siiffened wings, bub i

eluded the camera.

Saturday 18th dugust 1979

The second outing, from Wolliongong Havbour to Austiomer

between 7.45 a.m. and 12 noon, was made in calm, cloudy
conditions with breezes veering from north to unorth-eagt.
Beneath the surface of ithe water could be seen plankbon and
bluebottles.

Most of the %4 Wanderers (iuncluding 15 ve-traps) were caught
further offshoie, particularly round two container ships. The
birds exhibited au inleresting range of plumage colouring:
chocolate, motitled 'leopurd’ and snow-white, Lacerations and
calluses on the webbed feet were not uncommon.

Of special interest wus the identical bistory of itwo bilrds with
punbers 25169 and 2519%: Majabar in August 195493 Bellauwbi July
60 and 65; Austiomer July 69 and June Tl; and Wollongong July 78.
There were two hirds with Oiseaux Musébe tags.

- B3 0462¢ DPossession Island {(Crozets) in March 1968 and
Wolloungong July 77;

- BS 1114: lMalabaxr in August 1968; Crozets February 69;
Auatinmer July 70; Cruzets Januwary 71; Austinunsr July 71; ané
Wolloagoong August 76.

The Black-browed Albatross, much swifter on take-aff than the
%Yanderer, was also more pleatiful; 736 were counted in one group.
An immaiunre Southern Giant Petrel, with green tipped bill, was also
caught, Other birds observed: Ganunetl, lone Tasmania-bound Welecome
Swallow, and 40 Pelicans in the harbour. This time the sealion was
captured on film, '

. BARREN GROUNDS Lat %4940'30"5  Long 150%43°E
Saturday 19%th August 1979

Pollowing on from the reccy group's survey in early June, a

gathering of 37 folk visited Barren Grounds ip sunny cunditions with
at times a chilly westerliy wind. A clockwise walk was made round the
Griffithes Trail with a detour to the Illawarra Lookout and lunch siop
at the ford of Naturail 3Stone Byidge. The overall area is demcribed
aa & hanging swamp, aluwost completely encircled by sheer cliffs; 1%
is mainly covered with heath broken with gums sud pockets of rain-
foregt. DBankaia and boronia were in flower.

Mighlights: gllmpses of the Ground and Red-rumped Parrot; alsoc uf a
group of vocsl Pilotbirds in the ecacia regrowth and fern under~cover.
The Tawny~crowned Honeyeater and Eastern Bristlebird were haard,

Brown Thornbills avounded as did FEastern Spinebllls at Flying Fox Pass.
The best view so far was had of the Southern Emu-wren &t the corner of
Griffiths Trail and PFlying PFox track, where the Flame Robin looked
resplendent as the descending sun shone on his byesat as he flew from
ome bhlackboy to another., 4 furtive Water Rail wasg flushed out of the
tussocks near Redbank CGully.

In the mid-afterncon, detours were made to Flying Fox Pass and Cook's
oge, but no additional sightings were had. However, at Cook's Hose
& nagnificent view was aiforded cover the coafluence of the Groger'as
and Lamond's Creeks, snd the Peregrime Falcon was sgain Observed.

9 memberas remained at the plcuilc area for a barbegue. Although

there were suggestions of mugar gliders in the aresa, spotlighting

was abandoned after } hour because of the cold and windy conditions.
In all, 43 specles of birds were seen or heurd {32 Passerines +

11 Hon-Pasaerlnes)
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SWIFTS AND SWALLOWS

Tgo morta of owift visit tihls districi io swmwertime and thely
incredible capacilitvies placve them amongst the most remarkable birde
on our liat -~ indescd, ia the world.

Tdentification: The Splnc-iailed Swifi (Hirundapus caudacutus) is
20 cm long, supex?icia%ly swallow-like all dark exovept for white
throat and usnder tail coverts. The tail is square-cut. Though wot
normally seen, each teil feather projects in a short spine to assist
in clinging to vertical cliffs when pesting.

The Fork-tailed Swift (Apus pacificuag differs in being slimmer,.
having & white rump patch (loweyr back), and haviug a louger tail
deeply forked. . The forked-tadl 13 oniy-seen when-it 1is apread
during sharp manouvries.

The mazxiwum airspeed of bLirds in level flight is au airguable subject,
authentic measurements balng difficult to cbtain, but the Spine~taile&
Swift, at 120 km/hr is about the fsstest thing in feathere after the
Racing Pigeon (Coluwba livia) which can achieve 150 lm/hr. Bat here
ip the mosgt amazing thing. In the oruithologiscal history of Australia
nobody haa sver seen gwifts perched or resting. They are the moat
amerial of all birds aad s&fter leavisg thelr nesting areas in Japan

and eestern Siberia in August, epparently remain airborne until they
return in May, eating, drisnxieg, sleepiuvg 1vn the air. At home they
gather nest material in flight by enapping off twige with their feet,
and even maie on the wiung. .

Look for swifts Letween September and Harch or bhumid days when
thupderstorm-activiiy ig building up. They follow these conditious
il over the country ituv soap up the Geetles and termites eto. drawno up
by the rising mir. They wmay be racing low over the treetops or
cireling hundreds of wetres up, always in loose Tlocks and

aslternating 8 or 10 rapid wingbeats with loung glides. Louok for them
perched on your TV &nuenna. in which caac you will become
—immsdiatelwa&moua.

The familiar Welcome Swallow (Hirundo neoxena) is mainly sedentary in
Illawarre though the numbérs do build uvp scwmewhat din spring and summer.
There is a southward wigration in the latter part of August of

passage birds heading towards Tasmania where they ususlly arrive

about September 1. 8ome yesrs thie is quite spectacular as graup
follows group skimming low slong the beaches and over the pean.
Completely insectivorous, they build their wmud-cup nests almost
invariably on man-made atructures.

The Pairy Martin (Petrochelidon ariel) and the Tree Martin
{F. nIE?ioans} are both distinguished frowm the Swallow by & whitish
patoh on the lower back, swaller elze, and %tall not &eeply forked;
and from each other by the Fairy having the whole head cheatnut
bro and the Tree haviasg & blue/black crown. The lormer hu
¢ shaped mud nests under bridges and culverts, the latter nests
n tree-hollouwa. Both migrate north in winter.

Doug Gibson
Fors-THILEL  SWIFT

1RIL&P
LPINE- TalLED

— HESTNUT
'ugfsaﬁc&, C”‘Ef

TREE ™MARTIN Friy AT
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CIRCULAR FROL U118 JULAWARRa BIED QBSERVERS CLUS

Oo Uonday evening iiie 10th of September we will be holding our
next Meeting timed to start at 7.30 p.w.

VENUE: &t Albens Church of England Hall, Princes Highway, Cur Cox‘s
Tane, Corrimal. -

GUEST SPEAKER: Wayne Longmore

SUBJECT: Birds of Kosciusko

PIELD OUPING: Sandsy 1Léith September

Vﬁﬁgﬁnﬂ - T i st A e e LT

MERTIHG PLACR: T~iatersection where the Ozkdale Hoad meets the

Burragoreng Ruad al Oakdale at 8.30 a.m. To get to this venue we
suggest you, Gravel to Picion from Wollongong and when you meet the

Fume Highway “inen® le¢u apd %then take the first "turn® on the righi,

which is the Odk Rea Proceed aleng this road to Howbray Park where
the Oaks Rowed tus~’ right. DO NOT "turn" here. Jontinue straight

on which is now the L_ndule RKoad and follow this woed to the
intversectlon. From vhe wezztlng plece we will proceed towsrds the
Burragorang Lookout tul we will “teen” off at. the Tuwblediwn: Ridge
Treok « so, if you srrive axhe: 8. 30 a,m. we will have gune, sc please
be on time.

PLEASE HOPE: THERE IS ¥C HESTIRG IN CCPOBER AUD NO NOTICH.

sightings of the &ey.

'of the weekena with-us'

QCTOBER WEEKEHD: To "Foowong™, ‘ Tugslong Road, Canyoulesm.

For thoese who can'i come for the full weekend, we suggest you call uyp
for ons of the deys. To glve everyone an ided of the programn we have
established:~ Friday atternoon and Saturday movnlng we will be
sgiklue un CBURs-sdskusdaj..alisrsnosnw.we wildk-borgeing -on our-Firgt’
walk to Bangadilly Creck. Saturday evening - Barbeque followed by a
Film Mght followed by spotilighting. Sunday morning will bhe free
then en Suyday afteracon ws will 'be walking to Batieries Point, thesn
aaybe filweg and spotiighting. Moudsy morning we will be walking to
Rats Castls Creek., Moaday afternoon we will pack up and head for
houe.,

As there are no sheps in the ares it will be necessary do take all
your regulivements for the weskend. Wabter, electricity, topilet aund
ghowey facilities will be avallable on the site., There im also a
large shed which will ba available for a shelyer. Pleass bring a
chalr and a3 blanket for the film wlghts.

A camping fee of 2 pac person per night wdll apply. * School children
will be a%t no coast. For The more encergetic anes, we will have a
pre~breakfast walk neading off about 6.30 a.m. Tu prepar=z tThe egge and
bacon, we will De returniag about 7.30 a.m. If you are really %een
you. ¢can probably smell them cookilug elrpady.

Except for our combinad barbeque vt Saturdey sveuning, the rest of the
meals will be casual Bs we suggest you spend s iittle ¢ime ap possible
preparing wesls. The time cam be hetter speut disctssing the rare

1Tl RO

e ew aw

THREDBO WEEEELXD  IN HOVELBER

Wa have Gto Dook two 1odges ror this oxcursion as % this point of tiwme
we have at least ¥2 people golng for the weekend. It will be
necensary for those wighing to attend o pey for their mocommodation
at the Seplember Meeting ox duriﬂg thati week. We &0 not kpow the
exaot suount but by the caloylatidn we have carried out itwill cost

4 per person per vight so we are esking that this amount be paid to

- allow us 1o pay foxr the Looking in September, If there are any other

menbers or their frliends wisbhing %o sttend this axoursion, please
bring your wopey to the September Meeting.
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SKIW PRESERVATION TTunl

On Saturday eveniug €th Ocvtober, we zre haviug a demonsiraticn on
"Jow 2 dead bird skin is treated for preservation™. This will be
held at the howe o: Doug Glbson at Thirrowl commeuncing at 7.30 w.@.
All welcome.

NEXT COMMITTEE MEBTTHG is at Doug Gibsods hows at 7.30 p.m. on
Tuesday the 18th of seplember.

ELECPION OF OFRPICERS for 1980 will he held at our Novembher
Heeting so please think ncw as to who you wisgh to lead your Club
next year, The three posiltions which have to he voted on are
Prepident, Secretavry and Treasurer.

REBEPORT Q1T QUTINGS

COOWONG 1at 34°27'§ TLong 150°07°E
Saturday 2lst July 1970

A purvey group of sgeven et at the Hume Highway crossing al 9.%0a.m.
and left their wvehicles near the wmanager's residence at the Coowung
property. Sites for the October camp and for shower and toilet were
selected.

The party walked about # mile soush into & small, but productive
gully where the nest of a lyrebird with solitary egg was found;

both neat and egg appeared ‘metivet. A small opening was also

found (near-above nesgt) with feathers, suggesiing & kill, but theve
were 1o bones. A derelict Rock Warbler's nest wac also found in the
game vicinity.

After lunch, & shori wazlk was made %0 north-easti ol regidence to the
top of a steep descent iunto the glade visited on the previous outing.
Here, a Scarlet Robin and a pair of Spotted Quail-thrush.

Noisy liiners were geen uest-building at the proposed canmpsite,

After driving back tou the road, the group walked behind Dr Hughes!
residence to the sdge of a deep gully, in which Lyrebirds could be
heard., Yellow-rumpsed Thornbills were nest-bullding ig a pine near
the road.

The party theun drove howme, stopping after two miles to check cu¥ a
likely piece of bush, A Hooded Rebin made an appearance.

Day's tally: 36 (28 Passerines + 8 Non-Pagserines).

ATBATROSS BANDING
Sunday 12th August 1979

After two cancelled tripa, the first excursion of the season was
made at 8.30 a.m. from Wellongonug Harbour north to Cellias Flat
Rock, Woonona, in Frank Doomnan's sturdy boat. Three other uen
acoompanied Doug Gibson. A stiff westerly intensified during the
morning, but subsided by the time the party lsaded at 12.30 p.m.
In all, 19 Wandexring Albatrosses were caught, including 8 re-traps
and of these, three were of particular interest:

=25065 U.S8. Fishing & Wildllfe Service: Bellambi in August 1958
and July 61; South Georgia (Scotie Sea/atlantic Ocean) in Japuary
65 and &s an adult in January 64; Bellaubi in August 64; Austinmew
July 69; Wolilongong July 76; and South Ge¢rgia. in Februarey 77.

~25094 female with black cap; Bellamwbi in August 1964; Malabay
in June 70 eand 71; Wollougong in August 76 and 77.

~BS 2606: number akiu to serles recovered from PFrench awchipelags,
Crozet Islands, in Indian Qceans
After the nuwbsrs of old and vew bands were recorded, details of the
plunage of each of the birds were taken down according to the Gibson
Code in respect of the head, back, wing and tall, Sowe cutllebsnes
were ¢ollected, bearing crecis and triangular iedentetions from the
beaks of the albatrosses,
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Other birds obmerved were the Hlack-browed Albatross; the imssture
Shy Albatross, with prominent grey head and probably of the lNew
Zealand sub-goecies faulvini from Sneraes and Bounty Islands; the
-immature Glant Petrel, vogsibly of the Northern species; Silver and
Tominican Gulls; and Pelicans and Black Cormorants in the barbour.
A seallion, with flippers raised im the air and its body suhmergcd
appeared llike a dead albatross with stiffened winge, but 1%

eluded the camera,

Saturday 18th August 1979

The aecond outing, from Wollongong Harbour to Ausiiumer

betwesn T7.45 a.m. and 12 noon, was made in ¢alm, cloudy
conditions with. breeszes veering from north to northe~east,
Beneath the surface of the water could be sesn plaunkton and
bluebottles.

Most of the 34 Wandevrers (including 15 re~traps) were caught
further offshore, particularly round two container ships. The
birds exhibited eu inéteresting vange of plumage colouuring:
chocolate, motitled tleopard’ and snow-white. JLacerations and
calluses on the webved feet were not uncommon.

0f special interest was the identical history of two birds with
pumbers 25169 and 25193%: Malabvar in August 1959; Bellambi July
60 and 65; Austiomer July 69 and June Tl; and Wollougong July 78.
There were two birds with Oissaux Musée tags'

-~ B3 0462: TPossession Islsnd (Crozets) in March 1968 and
Wollongong July 77;

- BS 1114: 'Halabar in August 1968; Crozets February 69;
Augtinmer July 70; Cruzets Januwary 71; Austinwer July 71: and
Wollougong August 76.

The Black-browed Albatross, wuch swifter on take-off than the
Wanderer, was also more pleatiful; 36 were counted in one group.
An immature Southern Giant Petrel, with green tipped till, was also
caught, Other birds obgerved: Gannet, lone Tasmania-bound Welcome
gwallow, and 40 Pelicans in the narboura This tiwe the sealion was
captured on film, '

. BARREN GROUNDS  Lat 34°40°30"S  Long 1%0%43'R
Saturday 19th August 1979

Following on from the reccy group's survey in early June, a

gathering of 37 folk visited Rarven Grounds io sunny CUndltlons with
at times & chilly westerly wind. A clockwise walk was made round the
Griffiths Trail with a detour to the Illawarra Lookout and lunch stop
at the ford of Natural Stone Bridge. The overall area 1s degcribed
a3 a hanging swamp, almost completely encircled by sheexr cliffsy it
is mainly covered wiith heath broken with gums and pockets of ralu-
foreat. Banksias and boropnia were im Tlower.

Highlights: glimpges of the Ground and Red-rumped Parrot; &also uf a
group of voeal Pilotbirds in the roacia regrowth and fern under-cover.
The Tawny-crowned Honeyeater and Rastern Bristlebird were haard.

Brown Thornbills abounded as did Eastern Spinebills at Flyiag Fox Pass.
The hest view so faxr wag had uf the Southern Ewmu-wren &% the corner of
Griffiths Trail end Fiyving Pox track, where the Plame Robin lockead
regplendent ag the degscending sun shone on hic breast as he flew fron
one blackboy to another. A furtive Water Rail was flushed out of the
tuasocks near Redbank Cully.

In the mid-afterncon, detours were made to Flying PFox Pass and Cock's
Hoge, but no additional sightings were had. However, at Cookis Houe
g6 megnificent view was alforded over the coofluence 0f the Groger's
and Lamond's Creeks, and the Peregrime Falcou was again Cbserved.

9 members remained at the pilcnic area for a barbegue. Although

there were suggestions of sugar gliders in the area, spotlighting

was abandoned after 4 hour because of the cold and windy conditions.
In all, 43 species of birds were seen or heard (32 Passerines +

11 Hon—Paaaerlnes)
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SRIPTS AND SWALLOWS

Pwo sorta of swift vigit this district ia sumuertime acd theiy
incredible capacilities place then amozagst the most remarkeble birds
on our list - indeed, ian ithe world.

dentification: The Spine-tailed Swift (Hirundepus caudecutus) is
em long, super?fciaily pwallow-1i%ke, all dark except for white

throat and under tail coverts. The tail is square-cut. Though uot
normally seen, each tell I'eather projects in a short spine to assist
in clinging to vertical cliffs when nesting. - '

The Fork-tailed Swiit (dpus pacificusg differs in being slimmer,
having & white rump patch (lower back), and haviog a lougeyr tail,
deeply forked, The forked-tail 18 oniy-eeen when it - isg spread -
during sharp menouvrew, ‘ B

The maximum airspecd ci Lirde ipn level fligbt is &2 arguable subjeot,
authentic meesurements being difficult to obtain, but the Spine-tailed
Swift, at 120 km/hr is about the festegt thing in feathers after the
Racing Pigeon {Coluwuba livia) which can achieve 150 km/hr. But here
is the most amazing thiog. In the ormithologicel history of Australia
nobody has @ver sean swifts perched or resting, They ave the most
gerial of all birds and arter leaving thelr nesting areas in Japan

and eastern Siberia in Aujust, apperentily remailn airborne until they
retorn in Kay, eating, drinking, sleeping 1o the air., At home they
gather nest material io flight by enapping off twigs wiib their feet,
and even mate oo the wigg. :

Look for swifts between Septeuber and Harch on humid days when
thunderstorm.- activity is building up. They follow these conditious
81l over the country to snup up the beetles and termites eto. drawn up
by the rising sir. They muay be racing low over the treetops or
cireling hundreds of meilres up, always la loose Flocks and

alternating 8 or 10 rapid wingbeats with loug glides. Iouok for them
perched on your TV antenna, in which case ycu will beoons
immediately-famous. LA R e NEIREEL -

Phe familiar Welcome Swolicow (Hirundo neoxena) is malnly sedentary iuo
Illawarra though the numbérs do bulld up scmewhat in epring and summer,
There 1s & mouthward wigration in the latter part of August of

pasgage birds heading towards Tasmenia where they usually arrive

about September 1. 3Jowe years this is quite spectacular as group
follows group skimmiog low slcong the beaches and aver the ses.
Completely insectivorous, they builld their mud-oup nests almost
iovariably on man-wmade structurea.

The Pairy Martin (Petrochelidon ariel) and the Tree Martin

{I. nlgricans) are both distinguished from the Swallow Ly a whitish
ratoh oo the lower back, swaller eize, and tall uot deeply forked;
and from each other by the Fairy having the whole hend cheginut

brown and the Tree bavisg & blue/black crown. wne former huilds
Eoi%?e ahaped mud nests under bridges and culveris, the latter nestas
in tree-~holluwse, Boith migrate morth in winter.

Doug Gibson
PoR&-Taic €l SWIFF

_‘é—- uHR &
"}mu.&o

SPINE - TAILEDR

.. STNUT
ua;/smcﬂ: : CH E.

TREE MARTIN FRAY MHQW“'
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SKIN PRESERVATION 1IGHY

On Saturday evening Glh Outober, we are having a demoveiyation on
"How a dead bird skin is treated for preservation™. This will be
held at the howe or Doug Glbson at Thirroul commencing at 7.%0 w.m.
A1l welcome.

HEIT COMMITTEE MEETING is at Doug Gibsords home at 7.30 p.m. on
Myesday the 18th of September.

ELECTIOF OF OFRICHERS for 1980 will be held at our Noveuwber
Heeting so please thiak uow as to who you wish Lo lead your Club
next year. The three positiops which have to bhe voted on are
President, Secretury and Treasurer.

REPORT Ol OUTIHGS

COOWONG Lat 3a°27's Long 150°07°B
Saturday 2lst July 1979

A purvey group of seven wet at the Hume Highway crossing at 9.%30a.m.
gnd left their vehicles near the wanager’s residence szt the Coowong
property. Siltes for the October cauwp and for shower and Hollet were
selected.

The party walked about § mile gouth into a small, but productive
gully where the nest of a lyrebird with solitary egg was found;

both nest and egg appeared ‘uciive’, A small opeming was algo

found (near-above nest) with feathers, suggesving a kill, but there
were no boues. A derclict RHock Warblerts nest wac also foumd in the
same vicinlty.

After lumch, a short walk was made to north-eagt of regidence to the
top of & steep descent into the glade visited on the previous outing.

. Here, a Scarlet Roubin and a pair of Spotted Quail-thrush.

Woisy lliners were gecer nest-building at the proposed campsite.
After driving back to ithe road, the group walked behind Dr Hughest®
residence to the edge of a deep gully, in which Lyrebirds could be
heard. Yellow-rumped Thornbiils were nest-building in & pine near
the road.

The party then drove hone, stopping after two miles to check oud a
likely piece of bush. A Hooded Robin made an appearaunce.

Day's tally: 36 (28 Passerines + 8 Non-Passerines).

ATBATROSS BANDIUG
Sunday 12th August 1979

After two cancelled trips, the first excursion of the sesson was
made at 8.30 a,w. from Wolloungong Harbour north to Collias Flat
Rock, Woonons, in FPrank Doonan'as sturdy boat. Three othsr men
acoompanied Doug Gibseson. A stiff westerly intensified during the
morning, but sgubsided by the time the party lsaded at 12.30 p.m.
In all, 19 Wandeaing Albatrosses were caught, including & re-traps
and of thege, three wers of particular interests

~25065 U.5. Fishing & Wildlife Service: RBellambi 1lv August 1958
and July 61; South Georgia (Scotie Sea/atlantic Ocean) in Jawuary
63 and zs an adult in January 643 Bellambi in August 64; Austinumer
July 69; Wollongong July 76; and South Georgia im February 77.

~25094 female with black cap; Bellambl in August 1964; Malahbax
in June 70 end 71; Wollongong ia Auguast 76 and T7.

~BS 2606: number alin to serles recovered from Prench awchipelago
Crozet Islands, in Indian Ocesn.
After the nuwbers of v1d aud vew bands were recorded, detaila of e
plumage of each of the birds were taken down according to the Gibson
Code in vespect of the head, back, wing and tall. Some euttlebswes
were collected, bearing cracys and triangular icdentations firom the
beasks of the albatrosses.

EH



CIRCULAR mio¥  @HE  TLLAWARRA  BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB.

. 0n Monday evening iuhe 12tk of Hoveuwwzr 1979 we will be holdiang our
© next meeting timed o stari at 7.%0 p.a.

VYSNUB: St Albans Chuvch of Eoglasod Hall, Frinces Bighuoay Car Cox's
- Lane, Corrimal.

GUBST SPTEARER: Allon Rogers.

SUBJECT': Sea Birds ot the World.

PIELD OUDING: Saturdey 17th Sovemier.

VENUE: The goutuern snd of whe Haoionzl FPark,

MEETTHG PLACH: oidi 1kl SAM, —~ Where The Hazng Gliders cangregate;
we will leave some cors gear vhis spot and then drive some caxs 10
Helensburgh Statioun, frow where the walk will commence, heading Baclk
" Yowards the coast. V¥lease take & carvy lunch.
This excursion can be =« helf day walk for thoge who have a limited
time &s we could perk your car at the bird time venue wnich is nalf
Wwaye
BLECRLON OF OFFICERG WOX 1980
~ A% our YWovember Hecuiny it will be uecessary %0 elect iues following
three officers for 1960 - Fresgident,; Sscretary and Fressurer. The
other coamittee positions are arranged by the eleciesd three officers,

. PRESIDENT® S GOLGih
WeIl, wé are guickly drawing to the end of cur thixd yvear of operaticn
and by all the commeunis we have again eanjoyed e most successiul yeswy.
¥ would personally like tc thank all those peuple who have coutributed
.their time and effort to euable us to achieve the rssuits that hawve
- made this yesr such a success. We have of courge made pome mistakewm
but we are endeavouring to rectify them so that we: do not repest. them.
A special thank you goes out to everyone who assisted in making the
family weekend at Coowoung such & sucoess.
As to the future, it has been my ploasure to act as the President
of our Club aince its formation. However, to ensble us to continue
in & progressive maonner, I believe every member shoyld be looking
around, talking and discussing the way our group is going and who can
lead the: Club in the ensuing yeara. If a group like ours is to
- ~oomtinue to grow in strepgth, it is necespary that new idemss and
‘thoughts be developed and one way this can be achieved is by changing
the ptruoture of the lesdership. I will be the first to congratulate
-the change that takes plece in our leadership as if a new Fresident
is elected, it will allow me to comtribute turther t0 ocwrr group in
- other waya than that in which I am able to do 8o as President,
‘However, 1f 1t is the wish of the majority of the wombers, it would
give me great pride ta lead such an active group of people for ihe
next 12 months. ‘ ‘

Laurie Williamg.

HOMBEWORK FOR CHRISTMAS MERTING:

As a-part of our Christmas Meeting, we are msking our members 0
reoite a plece of Poetry about H&r&a. It can be am original or from
a book ~ the main thing is to come to the Meeting prepared to join in,
the: fun or periousness, wherever the emphapis lies,

NEW GROUP A Wader Study Grovp Las been formed in Wictoria. If you
- reqs - particulars, contact ocan be made through Julle Strudwick
- G/~ RAOU' 21 Gladestone Street Moonee Ponds Wictoria: 35039,

- THE CUMBERLAND BIRD OB SBERVERS CLUB has besun formed to serve the
‘Western Subwxbs of Sydney. They meqt on the 3rd Tuesday of the month
ats- The Office of Arthur Websters Vacuine, 226 Windsor Road,
Northmead {almost opposite McDonalds).
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The 19791 B O C samp fox tho long weeltend iz October was hald av
"Coowong?, the Canyonleu properiy of Dy end Hrs Hughea. Mosi of the
birdwatching was done in dry sclerophyl forest,in which the shrubs and

grass had been heavily grazed by sitoek, and in the dumper gullies, which

however held very littls water after the unusnglly dry winter,

Around the camp were geveral pairs of neating Nolsy #iners and flocks
of Eastsxrn Rosellas. The uearby dam provided good sightings of the
Black-fronted Dotterel, which successfully hatched thrae eggs duriag
the camp, Japanese Snipe, Urey Teal, Weod Dugk and an opportuaity &0
distinguish between the Little amd Hoary-headed Grebes. gn'the'dry
Torest wera Quail-thrush, Soarlei Robins and floake of Buff-rumped
Thormbills and the gulliexz were good birding fex lyrebirds, Whistlers,
Rock Warblers, Scrub Wrens and many othsr small foresi passerimes.
Many species wers found to be nesting even though there were few wild-
flowers 1n bloom and the woss common species of eucalypd. was only . just
starting %o blossom and thers were (forsunaisly for the camperz) very
few: insecte. :

Marsupials seen during ithe day and spotlighiing were grey kangaroos,
gchidna, sugar gliders, greater gliders and a ring-tail possum axnd
there was evidenge of a lurge population of wombats in the arsa.

Ths camp amenities, films; power and arrangements made. by ihe
comnittee and camp organisers wore very succedsful and greatly
appregiated by everybody. Two bird books and a china plate painted by
Hazel Emery were presented to the owners of the property.

BIRDWATCHING AT WOLLUMBIH ' -
ring the rocent school vacation my fawily and I went to the Gould

League Bird Study camp held at Wollumbin Wildlife Refuge Caravan Park
et the bage of Mount Wamming on the far norih coast of N.5.W. 48 vwe
were introduced to good birding in the district by knowledgeable logal
I thought I would pass on our experiences for any members likely io
spend time in the area. I have included a map showing the various
hebitats and places visited. The campers absorved 17% spacies for the
period of the camp. s . : e cee
Some of the most notable sighiings for us were in a mangrove swamp af
Ukeybah Island, Tweed Hecuds. Theee imgluded a paiy of~nestingwﬂsgreys
and Mangrove Warblers, the Hangrove Kingfisher and Byehiminy Kive. In
the rain forest on M¢ Yarning we were.able to wailch Brush Turkeys, Noi
Prttas, Pale Yeliow Kobins, Ruieus Shrike Thrush and at very closg
quarters several Spine-tailed Log Runnners while we crouched in the
furest one dawn recording the Allert Lyesbird., we slze watched the
Paradise Riflebird fescding and then display on a low horizontal limb.
The feature of the Refuge itsell; whieh had an excelleni van park and
marked forest tralls wiih leafleta expleining the vegetation, was the
number and variety of pigecons., Cresied pigeons were very comumoen and
tame with several nests at Wollumbin. Red-crowned, Wompoo, Green~
winged; Wonga and Coumon Bronzewing were seen throughout the area aund
large flocks of Topknoi {(up to 120 strong), ¥hiite-headed and Bar-
shouldered Doves were seen daily. Also avound the camwp we had good’
sightings of Porest Kingfisher, Bse-eaters, Varied Triller {quite
common}, Spectacled and White-cured Flycatchers and a Bleck-headed

&

sy

Pardalote nesting in the bank by our camp. On a vigit {0 a freshwaler

lagoon on Doug Anthony‘®s propexiy near Murwilluwmbah we had a gocd

look at Lotus Birds, Red Backed Wrens and Chesinut~breasted Mannikins.
Mr Davidson, the proprisior of the cawp,; is & kesn birdoand feeds the
Regent Bowerbirds which are the smblem of his reserve. I have a copy ©
the birdlist for the caump if anyone is interssted. Aot X " )
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OAKDALE: Tumbledown Ridre =~ Sunday 16th September 1979

Taking adrantage of the greater rapport with the Water Bosed,

19 1H0C m\mbera visited this part ¢f the Wax ragduba oatrhmcnf ares.
Leaving their cars ai the DCA radio beacons at 3.45 avu,, the pardy
walked -in continuous sun: the cast of Tumbledown Mountaglr and had fins
views acrosxs Nattal River itowards the peak of Mount Jellore., After
lunch back ai the beecuns, no suitable tracks could he found on the
ridgey they were either overgrown or led to beehive clearings. The
track down Into Gillans (reek arca was then explored, which yielded
an abvundance of birdlife Iu the wet selerophyll. On the track in
the sandy sctl, burrowing small bees were digcoveved. Finally, six
;. members chec\ed the other access into the ares from the Picton Road,
Ogkdale, as iadicated by Arthur Bradley, Water Board: rvaenger; it was
felt that this pect werited another visiv.

Highlightd: Brown Thornbill feeding young; Brown-headed Homeyeater
feeding young and warding off Lastern Spinehills; Bootted Pardalote
incubating; and Striated Thornbill and Yellow Robin nestbuilding.
The double crack answer czil of the female Fastern Whipbird.

45 species were seen or teard (56 Passeviunes + 9 Non-Passerines).

wh e

-

SPECIMEN OF THE COMMON DIVING-PEIREL (Pelecanvides welnatris)

A beach-weshed specimen ol the above wag found by Terry Dunlesn on

M Beach, Port Kembla, oo Sepbtember 20, 1979. It nad beeu dansged,
probably by Raveuns, bubl eventuslly made up i1uto quite a. presentable
study skin.

P, URINATRIX breeds on islandd ln Bass Strait and around Tasmania,
Outside Australia it is icund on several sub-antacetlice and temperate
1alands > the southern Obndubu Although a common. beach desrelict iw
Victoria, Terry's find probsbly represenis the fourth specimen
recorded Ifrom NSW. The Firaglt NSW specimen was found on Belluabd

Point in August 1961, There have been subseqguent sightings of
Diving-petrels, mostly off the far Soutm Coeast, tut the actual specises
cannot be accurately deivermined without the bird in the hend to allow
close examination of the bill structure and dimensions.

Diviung-peitrels are tiny, vlack and white, chunky-bodied petrels

whoae lsboured flight congists of rapid wingheats and short glides
close to the water., As in rodght they use their wings to “Lly uriier -
water, often through the waves, %o catch their prey of Crustaceans,
cephalopods ete.

Doug Gibson

ROYATL, NATIONAL PARK:; Helenghurgh t0 Karingal

Lat 34°0730*Ss  Long 151 10 30°E
Wednesday 29th Aupust 1979

After two days rainfall to break the winter drought, the sun
reappearaed for a reccy dyad 1o survey this south-west worner of the
Park. They left the south side of Helensburgh railway station at
7:30 a,m. and walked along Tunnel Road into Parkes Street and turced
off right on to a narrow vush track, which widene out and leads tc
the gapitary depot, This divides twq atlagsing squares., & pair of
adnlt Bleck Duck with 3 young were seen at the nesrby dam and a lone
White Ibis high opn a dead limb,

The track re-enters dry sclerophyll along the sandstone ridge
crosging over the railway line. There were good sightivnga here of
pair of Roclk Warblers and & lone male Spotted Quail-~thrush, giving
its contact call from the lower gum branches., Along the gradual
degcent to the wet sclerophyll and rainforest, the Lyre-bird was
obsexved, gcratching beside the track, and closeby a group oi
Pilotbirds musically pursuing each other through the undergrowih.
Becasuse of its narrowness, the Burgh Track was avoided., Beyond
Racking River ford, high in the gums hordering Lady Wakehurst Drive,
a flock of 10 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos fed wallingly and then
flew over Kariagal Picmic Area, the recoy group®s destination at 1lam,
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_During the morniﬁg, 35 diivevent gpecieg were seen or heard

26 Passerines + 9 Non-Passerines). Birds: recorded in the Tiwed
Holensburgh) square wire wmerked + and those in both sguarscs = .

ogRﬂEI FonESced Hocor PASSHRIFOREES
Wiite~Th Tt me  buperth Lyrebdrd
me  White: Foia vo Welcome: Swallow =
‘ . ve Megpie Lavic +
ANSERTFORMES uce  Spotted Quail-thrush
G Wack Buck ¢ Bastern Whipbird (k) =
. ¢ ey Shrike-thrvush =
COLUMBIFORMES = ¢ White-~throated Treecpreeper
me  Wonga Pigeou () ¢ Spotted Pardalote =
) we: gllvereye
PSITTAGIFORMES vy TLewin Hbneyeater =
. inow-ual_ted Bisclk Cockatoo v YEllOW“J’ aced HUHBJGQ'LEF
~ua ‘Sulphur-cresiod Puckatoo = wve¢ Xastern Spinebill =
c: Grlmsou Roesllisn = mer: Hrown Warblex
' moe Rock Warbler
GUGULIFORMh& _ ue Pllotbind
¢ . Pan-tafled Cuckoo = ve Prown Thornbill =
) . ¢  Yellow-rumped Thornbill =
GORAGiIFORHEb we  Grey Fautail
Vo Rookaburra = wo Golden Whistler

vo Little Wattlebird -+
vo Red-browed Pipnch
ve Pled Currawong =
me  Grey Butcherbhird =

- va Austreliasn Magpie =
I SJatlin Howerbdrd -
ve Australiswv Raven =

SANDY HOLLOW REPOLT' Ly Dave Thompseon

Over the weekend of 1%-L4th Qotober 1979, & small group camped

beplde Woroudi Rivulet st“Amesbury Park®, cattle: property of Me

®d Winberg, near Sendy Hollow. The. arza proved very rdch in birds
with quite a. few bLresding. The area was alive with Rufous Whisilers
~and there were quite & few Scarlet Honeyeaters snd Palnted Honeyeaters
"« the last a new bird to the groupy with distinctive emlls Georgls

and see-saw, Surprisingly noisy performance of Willle Wegtails
during the nights, calling loudly while sitting on unests,

Brief spotlighting excursion showed no sign 0f pussuuws, though
rabbite, kangarcos soud & wombat were seen. Qu day trips, severel
sizeable goannes wers suon.

Birds wost common over the weekend were Rufcus Whistler, Scariet
Honeyeator, Painted Honeysaiver, Peaceful Dove, Rainbow Bes Batex,
Willie Whg%ail, Dusky Wbodswaliow, Palry Mertin.

Probably most intercsting experiences of the weekend were the
sighting of the Paiuted Hbueyeeter and the Pied Butcher Bird;
watohing the Red~Uapped Rubin, one peir at nest with the mele in
immature plumage; Striped Honeyesater nesi aguin near that: of a
Butcher~Bird; sighting of Pallld and Brush Cuckoos and hearing
thosa and’ Pantailed. :
Por the academiocally minded (like some atlassers) the camp. was

ahout 100 metres gouih of one atlessing border end about 000 metrea
-gant of another.
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- *  BIRDS EECORDED’ AT SAEQ{< HOLLOW

White-Necked Heron
Vhite~Faced Herou
Straw-Heoked Ibis
Bigck. Duck

' Vedge-Tailed Bagle
Iittle Eozle

Wankeeg Kesirel

; Masked Flover (u)
Peaceful Iove

'BéréShouldered Dove.
Gommon Brousewlng
Crested Pigeou
Galah
Sulphur«Crested Cockatoo
Bastern Rosella (n)
Red-Rumped Pareat (n)
Pallid Cuckoo
Brush Cuckoo
Fan-Tailed (uckoo
Kookaburra
Sacred Kiagfishexr
Rainbow Bee-Eater {(u)
Welcowme Swallow
Fairy Hartia (o)
Richards Pipit
Black-Faced Cuckco Shrils
Wnite~Winged Triller (n)
White Plumed Homeyeater (n)
Brown~Headed Honeysater

Painted Honeyeater (n)
Eastern Spinebill
Scarlet Honeyeater
Migitletoe Bird (n)
Spotted Pardaslote (n)
Striated Pardalote (u)
Silveraye'

Red Browed PFiretail
Dismond Firetail

N9ag  ps

Red~Capped Robdin {n)
Hooded Robin

Bastern Yellow Robia (n)
Crested Shrike Tit
Rufousg Whistler (n)
Geey Shrike-Thrush (u)
Jacky Winter

Regtlege Flycatcher

Grey Fanieil

Willie Wagtail (u)
Grey-Crowaed Babbler
White Browed Babbler {(n)
Superh Blue Wren
Speckled Warbler (a)
White Throated Warbler
Brown Thornbill
Buff-Rumped Thornbill {(n)
Yellow~Rumped Thorabill
Yellow Thorunbill
Striated Thoranbiil
Varied Sitella
White~Throated Treecreeper

Brown Treecreeper
Striped Honeyeater (a}
Noisy Priarbird {a)
Noigy Miner

Yellcw PFaced Hbneyeater
Double-Barred Piunch
Comtion Starling:
0live~Backed QOriole
White~Winged Clough
Magpie Lark

Dusky Woocdswallow (n)
Grey Butcherbird

Pied Buicherbird (n)
Auagtralian Megpie

Pled Currawoung '
Australian Raven
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POR SALT: ¥e nave 1 copy left of the tape ou lLyre Birds by

'-ﬁE“PEﬁI‘White alailabie at $5.20.

READERS DIGEST BIRD BOOK - We will be taking orders at our
Tovember meeting ifor these books to be delivered during Novembar
at $2 ench. .

COLOUR--MREED RAPTCARS

X researth project ipvolving the individual marking of Swamp
Harriers, Brown PFalcons and Brown Goshawks wilh coloured wing tags
ig2 eurrently im progress on the Melbourne Metropotitan Board of Warkys
faurm at VYerribee. I would appreciate information ou any sighiings.
Birde msy have only ounc or both wings tagged and some cclours are
more. obvicus than otners. Some Ttegs have a black lateral stripe
through them. ‘

Information required is: date, location, colour uf wing tag ox
tags, the presence or absence of & black lateral stripe on fthe tage
and. the wing the tag 1s on. Flesase wrilte toz Mr Iavid Baker-Gabb,
Zaology Depariment, Monash University, Clayton, Victoria. 31L68.

ALBATROSS BANDING ~ Saturday 18tb August, 1979

The secund outing, from Wollongong Harbour o Austiamer bhetween

7.45 a.m. aod 12 moon, was made in valm, cloudy conditions with
breezes veering from north 0 north-east. Beneath the surface of
the wuter could be seey plankton and bluehottlies,

Most ©of the 34 Wanderers (iucluding 15 ve-~traps) were caught Furihew
offshore, particularly round ted coutainer ships. The birds exhibitad
an loteresting range Of plumage colouring: chocolate, mottled
1leopard® and snow-white. Lacerations and calluses on the webhbed
feet were not uncommon.

Of special interest was the identical history of two birds with
numbers 25169 and 25193: Molebar lv August 19593 Bellaabi FJuly 60
and 653 Austinmer July €9 and June 7l; and Wollongong July 73.
There were two blrds with Oiseaux Musée togss

- BS 0462: YPossession lsland {(Crozets) in March 1968 and
Wollongong July 773 ]

-~ BB 1114: Malabar in August 19€68; Jrozets February 69;
Austinmer July 70; Crozets January Tl; Austinmer Fuly 71; and
Wollongong August 70, '

The Black-browed Albatross, wmuch swifier on take-~off than the
Wanderer, was also more plentiful; 36 were counted in nae group.
An ilmmature Southern Giapmu Pevrsl, with green tipped bill, was also
caughty- Other birds observed: Gannetv, lone Tasmania-bound Welcome
Swallow, and' 40 Pelicans 1n the harbour. This time the sealion wag
captured on film.

Saturdey 8th September 1979

This trip was made ia Harvry Badham¥s beat frow Bellambi Point,

where the Whimbrel wagz sighted. The party of four was kept busy
thrughout the morning as 61 Wanderers were caught {inc., 6 re~takewu
and 23 re-traps). Two were Of the Auckland Island series. One

bird had an interesting history: Bellawbi Aung 19983 South Georgia
Dec 58, Jan 62, Dec 62 and Huv 71; Wollongong Aug 7%; South Geor ria
Feb 76 and Jan 77. 2

Other species Obvaerved were the Black-browed and Shy Albatross,
Wedge-~tailed Bhearwater, &nd 23 Black Swans well out to ges.

Saturday 15th Septembier 1979

The final excursion, agsin from Bellambi Point, yielded 29 Wanderers
{(inc, 1 re-take and 1% re-traps)}. Only five were caught during the
last hour owing to the fresheuning nosth-east wivd, which made take-

"off for the pirds much easier. Two Wedge-tailed Shearwatsrs

accompanied one group, and there were much fewer Blaock-«hrowed
Albatrosses seen.

POR PURTHER INFORMATION YLEASE CONTACGT LAURIE WILLTAMS 29 6637,
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Next Saturday 1lst Deceuber 1979, we will he having our last
excurslon Tor the year.

VENUB: Morton National Park, Bundanoon.

MEETING PLACE: Trom Buadanoon Station you travel south past the
ffice on your right and countinus straight on down the hill

through the entrance gates to the park. On your left you will

gee geating and barbeque facillities. This is where we will meet

at approximatelpl .30 p.w, ready to leave on the afterncon walk =t
2,00 p.m. and returning ror & baerbeque xbt 6.30 p.rn. ¥For those

who are interested, wyo will be going spotlighting from approximately
9.00 te 10.00 p.m. There are facilities sdjacent to the meetiug

- . place to camp on Saturday wighit if you mo desire.
- We also suggest that you way wish to travel up to the arez duriny

" +the morning and have luuch ai the park before proceeding ou the
walk at 2.00 p.m.

The afternoon walk takes you through & varieiy ok hahivaus inte
Ppiry Bower with 2 look at the falls taen on %to the ampniuheatra
then back to the harbegque.

The special birds likely i~ be seen are: - Orange Winged Sittela,

Wood Duck with young, Tree Martins, Red Browed Finch, Pilet Birds,

.. 'Bower Birds, Sacred Kingfisher, Lewln Honeyeater, Cresceunt Honey~

. eater, Olive-backed Oriel, White Naped Honeysster, Black #faced
"~ Monarch, Red Browed Tree Creeper, plus many others.

" Our next meeting will be held on Monday evening 1L0th December,
1979, timed to start alt 7.30 p.m.

. VENUE: St Albans Church of England Ball, Princes Highway, Cuax
fCOxgs Lane, Corrimal.

" PROGRAM FOR THE CHRISTMAS MERTING:

Itreduction and welcowe from the Fregident
"Coowong® 1979

Wollongong Twittaring Nightinggaleo

Musical loterlude

Poetic Injiustice

Pilm

Bupper

REPORT ON' KOSCTUSKO NATIONAL PARKe Thredio

Lat 36° 30’s Long 148° 1Y E
Woukend 2nd - 4th Hovenber, 1979

27 adulis and children stayed at the Kiasma Ski Lodge in Threduo
Alpine Village and enjoved ideal weather conditious. Iun the

village neste of the liitle Raven were¢ observed. Under cne uilding,
a PMane Robin's nest with 3 eggs was feund on & concrete piler six
feet off the ground. 4 White-backed Megplie®s nest twelve feet up

in a snow gum was spoitied, but the Pluk Robin's could uot be

located 1n the area of the trim track, Striated Pardsloten were
obaerved taking nesi meterial into a bhole in the bank by the maiw
road.
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Host members used the free Saturdey gorning to ride on the

Herrit's chalxlift to walk towards the Rawn®s Head Range and feel
the snow. It wag ioteresting to watch ladybirds; centlpedes and

auits crawling ov the surface. In Bright suushine, the perity made
two major walks on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning inlo

two different atlassing sguares. .

The weekend¥s tally: 47 (34 Passcrines + 13 Kon-Passerines),
PThoge species seen only at Phredbo Village and along the Tip Mine
Hats track are wmarked +, whilst those only on the Bullocks Raturs
Track are marked ¥,

Tin Hine Huta Track from Dead Horse Gap mlong the Crackenbmci

or Thredbo Hiver. There were not many sighiings in this ares,
hilly at first and then after the dry soclercephyll, wide open
perubland. A Little Raven guerded its only youngster ip the nest
against a pair of mavauding Pled Currawovgs, who eventually gave
up and flew away. o

Bullocks Hature rack from Rutledge’s Nut (Lat 36 283, long
148% 267KE) on a ciroular route along the same river tnlougu
thicker begetation, dry sclerophyll and paddocks. Kangaroos were
gegn and a spiny-backed skink was caughi; Striated Pacdalotes
incemsantly called from ithe treetops. A Striated Thornbill was
feeding its young flown from the nest. 1In the stabley at the
back of the Bullocks Hut, a Welcome Swallow's Nest wag found
with 3 eggey later thirty feet up in the cavity of & dead limb,

2 or 3 young PFlame Robinsg were bdbeing rfed by their parents.
Furthser on, a% 2 lagoou were gathered a flock of Wood Duck, &
pair of Black Duck suad 4 Grey Teal,

First Club Sightingo: OClive Whistler, White~backed Magpie, and
Little Raven.

Sgotlightiné: On Saturday night a group of four saw poke very
active w ifer 3 ring-telled possums, 1 brush-~tailed possum,
a wombat, rabbits, 2 bat and a Red Wattlebiyd.

REPORT OW ROYAL HATIONAL PARK

Helenshurgh Railway Staticn to Otford Lookoutb

Saturday 17th November 1979

Having zathered wt the Lowrence Hargrave wmonument, the party

of 16 left Heleusburgh at 8.4% a,m. and followed the route taken
on the August reccy. ITunch was taken at Xaringal Picnice Aven,
where an abundance of bilue plastic straws and bottle tops
indicated the local bower was Btill very active. The group then
ascended up the Lilyvale Track and detoured to Werrong Point,
where & ring-tailed poassuw with young was found in a neast. Fhue
walk finighed at 4.15 p.w. &t Otford Lookout, just when the raiw,
which had threatened all day, began to set in.

Along the route, gliupses were had of the migratory birds,
Black-faced Monarch, Clcadabird, and Dollarbird,

In the Helemnsburgh atlzssing square, two young Pied Currawcngs
out of the nest were belng fed by a& parent. Breeding 1ecorda for
the Otford sguare were: E@st of Yellow Robin with 3 eggst nest
of Yellow~throated Scrubwren with at least 2 young; nest of
White~browed Scrubwren on the ground with 2 eggs; Brown Warblex
taking food to the wnest; and eduli Raven feeding fledgliag.

The Brown-headed Honsyeater and New Houlland Honeyeater were

geen only 1n the firal sguare.

Potal species secn or heard: 52 {39 Passerines + 13 Nun~Papserines).
During the August and Hoveuber outings, & couwbined tetal of &
gpecics were recordsd (42 Passerines + 13 Hon~Passerines).
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During September Ron saw 56 Catlle Bgrets near Hayes Pack
School in Kanshooks Rauwd

BERD ATTAS OF AUSIRATLIA REFORY

The fleld stlassing sterved on 1.1.74 end finishes 5 years laiey
on 31.12.81 - we're hsli-way through.

Records of sighitings are condiag in well |, payticuiarly for the
two "gquares™ for whlch we are rsgponmihle. Breeding vecovds
however &re not so good ~ we nesd wore <ifcrid in legking foxm
sgge or dependent young.

Our priacipal "sguare’ is thei centred on 349307 South/lﬁogic'
Eagt and has very roughly ithe sane bouudaries as the Gounty of
Camden. WMr Doug Gihson publisbied g 1977 "Birds of the Courby
of Camden® and the ivformation ian that putlication shows what
birés have been known to Lreed iwm the County and therefore thousw

which we may (7) expect te¢ breed in our "Sguare®., OFf those Birds,

the species so far {us o %0.5.7G)

breeding sre:

Boary Headed Grebe
Short-Thiled Shearwsicl
White~Necked Heron
Reef Heron -
Mangrove Heron

Nankeen Hight Heron
Blsclk Bittern

Husk Duck

fhannel- Blled Cuckoo
Barn Owl

Masgked Owl
Wiite-Throated Hightjai
White~Backed Swallow
(icada Bird

" Black Faced Monsrch
_Rufous Fantail
Sparrowhawk

- Livtle Bagle

Swamp Harrier

Little PFPelcon

3tubble Quail

Water Rail

Bueh Stone-Curlew

Fied Stils

Wompoo Pigeon

Domestlc Pigeon

Brown Pigeon

OPPICERS FOR 1980

not reported in atlassing ay

Peacefuli Dove

Brerald Dove

Vonge Pigeon

Gloesy Hiack Cockatoo
Little Lorikeet

Swamp Farrct
Spirne~Tailed Chowchillua
Little Grassbird

Golden leaded CGisticola.
Brown Songlark

Southsrn Lun-Wren
Bastern Bristiebird
Pilotwird

Large-Billed Serub-Wren
Speckled Warblew
Wesbill

Little Triarbird

Regeni Honeyeater
White~-Yared Honeyeater
Black-Chinned Honeyoater
White-Waped Honeyeater
White-~Chieeked Howeyeater
Tawny ~-Crowned Heneyester
Segrilet loneysater

Green Pigbird

Green Caibird

Hasked Wooudswallow
Australian Raven
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Freasurser ton Almond
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COBBSERVATIONS OF PTRD CURRAWCONGS BY JACK HYSLOP

If you read Readers Digest they say it is very unuzual to see
Pied Currawongs breeding. Juock hag been fortunate encugh to
make the following sbservationsu—

Over the last 2 years [ nave observed 2 lois oi Pled Currawdongs
breeding.

lst QObsoervations Bast Minte on banks of GFeorges River - 30 meires

Irom daughter®s house - cbserved carrylng cesting waterialk 1o site
1ast year. LThis year oest o sawe tree, old nest still thers.
Ubserved them incubatlogz then about 2 weeks later ~ % young aloosi
fully fledged belng fed by aouls young perched very precarlously

on Tim of nest. Watched for about % hour - adult took food ¥ Vimes.

2udl Observations Lact year at Stagwell Creek where old railway

line corossss lawrence Hacrgrave Drive - 30 metreg from road, sane
distence from a house, bhey were seeu buildiag & nesgit. Obhserved
incubating over a long period and then saw voung being fed on
branch in same itres,

This gear at the sawe creek but a tree Y metres frow the road,

30 metres from the same housw, they were seen incubating.
Yesterday in a tree 10 metross yrom the original tree on other wlde
of the cresk, adult was observed Grying (0 entiase 2 young highex
up the tree, - suceeded in movin thew iu shorié hwps, - cther
parent bringing fTood,

Thank you for your support duripg the past year and may you
have a Heppy Chrigtwes and a2 preosperous How Yeayr.

The firsv Meeting for 1880 will be held on Monday evening
11th February, 1980,

For further details,; please coatact 29 6637,



