m%ﬂ*gﬂ TO0 JOIN TOGETHER PEOFLE WITH A COMMON INTEREST
KNOWLEDGRE OF THE BIRDLIFE AROUND THEM.

THE CLUB'S ¥OTTO1 ONE GOOD TERN DESERVES ANOTHER,
Tha first meeting of this year will be hald oo :
. W at the lhld«:l'l eplor Citizens Centre
ODEIDE Gﬁunn Ohambers ) cn the cornmer nf I"-Dllnur]r Avenus
and P-inces Highway, Fairy Headow.
The meeting is timed 1o start at 7- and our Guest Speakar will

. be Hr Fsvio Mills talking to the club om the comparieon of tird life
. 1p & Stnte Pine Forest as agaiost bird 1ife in a 3tate Bucalyptus Forent

Qur net <%t outing will be oo Saturday the 13th Cf 1
. wheo we will visit a8 State Pine Porest and a 3Tate rent
}r -waat of Hoss Vale. We will be meeting at the ﬂ':--:tt of !nﬂquuriu Pasa
!,.;an tha. right hand side at Bgm.

r
. . Tuesday night the 16th of Pebruary the committes meeting will be
. held at 18 Achilles Avenue, Horth 'H’ullcmﬁun.! at Bpm.
1981 ocommittee members plum prospective 1982 members are asked o
| ldrh-u-! plus any other interested members of the alub,

., I2ES POR 1982 ARM WOW DUE. |

| -..‘ B-00 family membership : ||
| ! tﬁ-ﬂ»ﬂ B _hlglu memberahip ]
ent memberahip.

A SPECIAL GUTING WILL BE HELD OF VEDNESDAY EVENING THE 10tk OF 1
FEBRUARY HEETIAG AT 5-30pe AT WINDANG CAMPTHG GROUND TO HAVE
A LOOK AT THE WADERS.

Bring slong a sandwich and a cuppa- 1
L .
% ¥e atill have & pumbar of library books out oo
T ve pot been returned, would members pleases Resist

us by returniog all outetanding books to our February meeting.
Muroh Heeting Monday 8th, members night .
March exoursion to Pitszroy Falls area.

Ann further saquiries please phone Lauris Williama, 296657,
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THE CIRCULAR OF THE ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB
REGISTERED FOR POSTING AS A PUBLICATION (CATEGORY "B')

THE CLUB'S AIM: TO JOIN TOGETHER PEOPLE WITH A COMMON INTEREST TO FURTHER THEIR
FHOWLEDGE OF THE BIRDLIFE AROUND THEM.

THE CLUB'S MNOTTO: ONE GOOD TERN DESERVES ANOTHER,

The next meeting for 1982 will be held on Monday evening the Bth of March at the Fairy
Meadow Senior Cltizens Centre (formally the North Wollongong ﬂnunl:.il Chambers) on the
corner of Princes Highway and Colleery Avenue, Falry Meadow.

The meeting i{s timed to start at 7.30 p.o. end ovr guest speaker will be Mr. Fevin Mills
and his subject will be the comparison of bird life in a Pine Forest as against a
Eucalyptus Forest.

Our next outing will be an Saturday the 1lth of March to Elmwood School on the Fitzroy
Falls Koad, between Fitzroy Falls and Meryla Pass Road, and we will meet at the school
at 8.30 a.m.

PLEASE MOTE: Our April Meeting and Outing are later In the month due to Easter,
FEES ARE NOW DUE and if you wish to be included in this year's directory it ;will be

pecessary for your fees to be paid prior to the 1l5th March.

CAMELS, SEALS, PENGUINS & BEARS

Our package to Kangaroeo Izland in early January included all these; but not in the order
mentioned, Our flrst daylight stop-over was at Mannum on the Merray River, 5.A.

tween swims, we tool the opportunity of exploring some mearby Mallee scrubs. How those

;'Ewlul:iful Crested Bellbirds, Mallee Ringnecks, Owlet Night)ars, Singing Honeyeaters and
Mulga Parrots survive in such barren country remains a mystery.

« 'The vehicular ferry and frelghter “"Troubridge" took us to Kangaroo [sland froom Adelaide

in 6% hours. Our car and camping equipment was stored om the lower deck.

Upon arrival st Kingscote we had to drive about 100 km to the opposite (western) end of
the island to our sccommodation in cabins at Rex Ellis' property "The Ravine”, Rex is
himself a very keen naturalist, regularly conducting camel safarils to Central Australias
(and Land Bover Safarls to Cape York), He kesps some of his camels on Kangaroo Island
in the sumser for | and 3 day safarles. My sons became very famillar with the camels;
that familiarity culminating In a special ome day trekabout with Rex, "Rajah", "Cidgee"

~ and YSam".

My pre=breakfast walks from "The Ravine” always revealed Bush Curlews, Brush Bronzewings,
Shy Hylecolas and Purple-gaped Honeyeaters. The little (but speedy) Purple-crowned
Lorikesets were & coomon sight during the day.

Flinders Chase MN,P., adjoins %The Ravine”. We were fortunate to be hosted on s bird-
watching trip by Chria Baxter, Ranger and Ornithelogist. On that memorable day we added
Rock Parrots (30+), Hooded Detterils {4) and Pacific Gulls to our bag. Chris alsc gave
us information on a Falry Penguin rookery in a marine cave close to our ¢abins,

One afte-noon we undertook that 5 km hike to the cave and awalted the Pemguin exodus from
the waves., It was a most natural but eerie experience, especially as those adult Penguins
began entering the cave right before our eyes. The 5 km hike  out of that desclate cave

in pitch black darkness at 1l p.m. was an "wmtold" joy?1?

On our naxt day we took off for Seal Bay. Here we literally romped with the bullk and

“cows apd pups on the beach, On a few occasions we tonched their rear flippers and nearly

lo¥t an arm. Some of the pups were still suvckling; others were playing with people
swimming In the surf, About 150 sen lions were comted along with Ospreys, S5ea Eagles
and Oystercatchers. About 10 snap shots later we said goodbye to Seal Bay.

Flinders Chase N.P. is also unique ln that it supports the Island's endemic Kangaroo

and Dama Eﬂh of these were én at night around our cahin, The Introduced
b{;n'::ngqg,“ was also pr! tifol roughout "The l:h.ls-e'ﬂ'.



One never gets tired of cuddling Koalas! (Quote: my sons),

After some 6 days at "The Ravine" it was time to say goodbye,

At Kingscote while waiting to rejoin the "Troubridge" we decided to check the local
waders. Excellent views were enjoyed of the Grey Ploveryg Black Faced Cormorant and
-Fairy Tern. That white rump and black axilliary really separates the Grey from Golden
Plover in flight!

Upon disembarkation at Adelaide a free day allowed a visit to the illustrious I.C,I,
salt fields, Whiskered Tern, Banded Stilt and Avocet were literally everywhére; along
with the common waders; Red-necked Stint, Curlew and Sharpatailed Sandpiper, etec.

Six Mountain Duck were seen at close quarters and also a single Ruff (another lifer).
We enjoyed our scenic view of Adelaide from the Lofty Ranges in company with the
Adelaide Rosella,

On our return overland trip we took the opportunity to bush camp at some notable bird
watching spots. The first was Comet Bore in the heart of the Mallee Desert near the
South Australian border. Here the temperature was 45°C+ in the shade, but it did j; not
stop us fossiking out the Black-backed Wren (1M & 4F), Field Wren (calamanthus) 4,
Southern Scrub-robin (5) and Spotted Nightjar (2). Luckily, a very good tape of both
calls of the Scrub Robin was obtained. At Hattah Lakes, Regent Parrots, Pink-eared
Ducks, Yellow Rosellas and Black-tailed Native Hens were plentiful, whilst at Darlington
>oint on the Murrumbidgee (near Hay) were wwakened by the cheerful song of the Western
Warbler. To conclude our observations, John Hobbs took us for an impromptu 90 minute
search for birds at Narrandera, and found for us the beautiful Orange Chat (10),
Red-backed Kingfisher (2) and Little Quail (3).

Some three weeks after leaving Wollongong I was pleased to record 40 new birds for life =
a very pleasing aside jto a lovely holiday on Kangaroo Island., There were a few

species I searched hard for and missed; such as the Western Whipbird, Mallee Emu Wren,
Freckled Duck and Pink Cockatoo, but its lovely to know there are still a few left for
next time.

KEVIN WOOD



BIRD OBSERVERS

TLLAWARRA CLUB 1982 AGENDA
8th February Moﬁéﬁy Nancy Dryden & Kevin Woods
13th February Saturday Belanglo Btate Forest
8th March Monday Kevin Mills .
13th March Saturday "Elmwood" Fitzroy Falls

9th to 18th Mewxelr A PA(L

Narrandera - Camp Out

19th April Monday Members Night

25th April. Sunday Berry District

8th May Saturday Film Night -- Williams
10th May: Monday A.B.Strachan - Subject Binoculars
15th May Saturday Pejar Track Goulbourn

22nd May Saturday Skinning Night

29th May Saturday Autumn Bird Count
14th June Monday To be advised.
19th June Saturday Natai
10th July " Saturday Pilm Night -- Thompsons
12th July Monday To be advised
17th July Saturday Royal HNational Park

9th August Monday Arnold McGill - Migration of Birds
15th August Sunday Camden
11th September Saturday Film Night -- Almonds
13th September Monday Doug Gibsen - Attracting Birds to
Your Garden.

18th September Saturday Wirrimbirra

2nd, 3rd & 4th October Family Camp - Spring Valley

Wingello

23rd & 24th October Weekend Camp - Grenfell

30th October Saturday Spring Bird Count

8th @gﬁéﬁﬂgéﬂ Monday To be advised.
13th November Saturday Calderwood Area

11th December Saturday Bulli Pass Reserve, Austinmer
13th December Monday Christmas Night

Any Inquiries:

Ring LAURIE WILLIAMS
29.6637
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THE CIRCULAR OF THE 1LLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB
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RECISTERED FOR POSTING AS A PUBLICATION (CATEGORY 'B’')

"ONE GOOD TERN DESERVES THE CLUB'S AIM: TO JOIN TOGETHER PEOPLE WITH A COMMON
ANOTHER" INTEREST TO FURTHER THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE BIRDLIFE
AROUND THEM.

PLEASE NOTE

The next meeting will be held on Monday evening 19 April 1982 at the
Fairy Meadow Senior Citizens Centre, corner of Princes Highway and
Collaery Avenue, Fairy Meadow.

The meeting is rimed to start at 7.30 pm. The meeting will take the
form of a members night, so we are asking our membérs to bring along

six to ten Slides of any of our past activities which they feel would be
interesting to the audience.

Don't forget the change of date for our next meetring because of the
Easter Holidays.

FIELD OUTING

Our nect Excursion is on Sunday 25 April 1982 when we will be meeting at
Shoalhaven Heads at 8, 30am. Travel south through Geroa and Seven Mile
Beach till you reach the Shoalhaven Heads area. Then proceed to the
River and follow it around past the entrance to the main Council Camping
Cround till you come to the end of the road between the River and the
Eastern end of the Camping ground.

Please add to your 1982 Programme:~-

Monday L4 June

Our speaker will be Mr Chris Pavich, Manager of the Illawarra Stacte
Recreation Reserve.

Monday 12 July

Mrs Anne Clarke, Secretary Lake Illawarra Management Committee.
Subject:~ Lake I[llawarra.

Please alter 1982 Agenda

Narranderra Campout is 9th to 18th April, not March.

The next Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday eveuning 18 May 1982
at the "Emerys" home at 7.30pm.

At the latter end of May 1982 Laurie and Nola Williams will be heading
off on a trip whicn will keep them away for several months.

Dave Thompson will take over as Acting President as from that date. Would
you please direct all enquiries and correspondence to:-

Mr Dave Thomson
84 MNew Mr PleasanL Road
BALGOWNIE 2519

Phone: Home 84 2876
Work 28 2211
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FURTHEE EXTENS|ON OF RANMGE OF THE BEL - wilsgEdED BULAUL IN THE lt.uu.alll‘" %
DLSTRICT

The establishment and spread of tha Red-Whiskered Bulbul %EEW
to s far as Coff'sd Harbour oo ché nocch esamt of Hew Sout alan "
been documented previowsly. Furchar silghe ings have bean made at Eorara

Bay Five kilomecves norch of Colf's larbour and, as far aé Llieratura
poes, is che northern most record che wrlgor has [ound to date,

To tha south of Sydney Tarr [ |950) made mengion of "ope leng report {rom
Mt Eembla diserlee™ Cibson (1927, 1979) summarised Lce discriburion In
the County of Camden anmd [Llawarra Dlatricr (o i exiending (o Conden

in the west and Elama in che south.

The gbove commentcs indicare the spread of rha Hed-Whiskered Bulbul e
be a slow bur deliberacte one = capecially when compared to that of the
compon Myngh Acridocheras Irilscls (Marvie oc al WHBLY

[t would thus seem approprlacd to place on record two furcher pange
extenslons of the Red=Whidkered Bulbul in the Tlléwsrca reglom.

The fitrsc record conomrens Ehres sSpecimens observed in Lancena Serwb Im

che residenciasl porgion of Geroa on 1% Xovember [%Hl, Alchough this
location 1s only sizxteen Kllometrea [rom Elams Lhe i..rul:hur'l.r 0

was understandable since the bLitds have showm a prelerence Tor Lhe
cemparare climare of che coastal lowlands and foorhills of the escarpment
tange. Howewver, the writer would nor be surprised (o learn of (he species
being rtecorded ewven furcher south chan Gerss as siaceen kilomecres in

four years is net wuch. On che other hand chere is much suicable

habhitar far the speciles to exploic Gnd 1c is only when the habicar

becomes discontincous that & quickening of range would @ventudre.

The second, and wore imporranc record, coacerns 8 sollrary speclimen L The
Barren Grounds Faunal Beserwve on 19 Wovembur (981, This spe;imen

wis only locaced after & long and bewlildering sesrch for the unlamiliac

call of avenrrliloquisl nature, Finslly che caller @as located perched atop
a neat vertical dead twig of a large WAEFRATS Treo., It was sunning and
preening between callds and it wes when (e preening took place that Anolhel
and similat call =as heard. This then accounted [or the venlilloguial-Lype
call. &lchough the bird wnder view made short flights to other perches high
in the adjoining trees I failed to slght the orher caller., Clearly, two
birds were present 1n the Barren Orownds ac thar fime.

Rot only was this a new addition e the ird-iisc of the Barres Crowndas

byt & significanty exrension of range from che cpascal lowlands o che
harshness af the eecarpment plateau even chowgh (he preferced habicac lay
but a Few hundred mecres away below (he escarpment sdge. Perhaps we will mor
gee 4 deep penetration into the platesu area by the Red-bhiskered bulbul bat
1L does Lndicace that Individuoals wll]l enrer new areas in Search of auitable
habivrat .

Fortunately for this species thers does not appear any real Threst o Che
native bBirdlife ae there is po direct competition for mest-sites or food
ai i the case of fhe common mynah and comson starling Srwipus vulgaris
where maps usurpalion of potenttal free—holliws as carvied owl.

Whathet we like Lt or pot, the Red-whiskéred Bulbul 16 bere Lo sray so
let us mabke Lhe moil of (hid inrterzssripg species by following itF slow
but sure spread Im the Tllawarta disLcick.

CHRTE SONTER

COMMITTEE MEMBERS FLECTLD FON |987 AR AS_FOLLOWS:-

FRES 1DENT laurin ¥illlama TECHEICAL OFFICER: Derug Gibson
SECKETAKY | iage] Cmery RALL SUFERVISOR: Mal Emery

TREASUREE fiom A Lmomad CULINERY SUFCEVISOR: Earen Hamsen
LIBRAR] Ak Bob Crevn RECDRDING OTTICER! Horace Ward

EDLTOR OF TWE NEWSLETTER: Mom Hanks £ ALES ofy ICER: Barbara Hals

= FE= — i



R

BULIO REPORT

WANGANDERRY nr. MITTAGONG, N.S.W.

Latitude 34° 18' Longtitude 150% 16'

Saturday, 14 November 1981

For the November outing the Group met at the junction of Hume Highway
and Wombeyan Caves Road. Turning off the Wombeyan Caves Road to Mount
Wanganderry the cars were parked at the end of the air strip. The
Group was joined by Miss Badgery, owner of an adjoining property, who
related some of the local history and pointed out the panoramic views
to Mt Jellore i{n the east and south towards Goulburnm.

It was a sunny morning for the 29 who made the walk further along the
road, through open grassland, to 'Ben Har', a property owned by

Mr Ian Sampson. The flrst sighting was a Brown Songlark giving a fine
display and shortly afterwards, 7 Wood Duck were put up from a small

dam. Following the ridge the road gave beautiful views across surrounding
valleys. A pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles glided high and a Nankeen Kestral
flew overhead.

The latter part of the morning became gradually more cloudy though the
weather stayed fine all day. At 'Ben Har' farmhouse, presently
unoccupied, nearby trees sheltered a pair of White-winged Trillers

and a Sacred Kingfisher was seen. Most of the Group had a chance to
watch a Flame Robin feeding young in the orchard, though not everyone
was lucky enough ro see the Spotted Quail Thrush. The Group spread out
to explore the area around 'Ben Har' before returning for lunch. The
habitat was excellent, grassy areas with scatterd treea surrounded by
open forest going down into the gullies. At one of the latter several
of the Group observed Rock Warblers and also recorded Crimson Rosella,
Rufous Whistler, Brown Thormbill, Grey Fantail, Varied Sittella and
the beautiful White-eared Honeyeater.

Over lungh the Group exchanged notes on the mornings observations, the
most unusual Club sighting being of Southern Whiteface.

After lunch, the Group tock a semi-circular walk back to the cars,
initially through the forest and down into ome of the steep gullies
before crossing the creek and back up onto the open grasslands to the
alr strip. It was a strenuous but very pleasant walk. Not many birds
were seen, most notable was the Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, and some
quail were flushed but an f{dentification was not made.

One of the maln reasons for an excursion to the Bullio district was
to try and boost the rather low atlas recordings for this square.
Prior to the Club's visits, recordings were for 44 specles and with
our observations, this has been boosted to 67.

Total species for outing 79. Some observed just outside atlas aquare.
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THE CIRCULAR OF THE TLLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB

REGISTERED FOR POSTING AS A PUBLICATION (CATEGORY 'B')

CLUB'S MOTTO

THE CLUE'S AIM: TO JOIN TOGETHER PECPLE WITH A COMMON
YOne Good Tern INTEREST TO FURTHER THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE BIRDLIFE
Deserves Another" AROUND THEM.

JUNE 1982
THE NEXT MEETING

Will be held on Monday evening 14 June 1982 at the Fairy Meadow Senior
Citizens Centre cnr of Princes Highway and Collaery Avenue Fairy Meadow.

The meeting is timed to start at 7.30pm and our guest speaker will be

Mr Chris Pavich and his subject will be "Illawarra State Recreation
Area",

FIELD OUTING

Is tc the Natai Area on Saturday 19 June 1982.
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TIKG YOUR WAY IN THE COLD

12 DECEMBER 1981

A previoasls arranped, we all met at @y house at B.30am: Leanna and

Gran Kozaw, Larry Bubble, Grvan Wyatt and I. 1t was a beautiful clear

day with a bright sun shining in the sky. The brighter the sky, the colder
it would be. FPFresencly it was =5 C but lucklily there was no wind. He
would Be ware in oor fely lined boots, cwo pairs of socks, longjohns, blg
paTkas, hate and gploves,

It Wae quickly decided to go in oné car oo s2ve pecrrol. ABryan volunteered
to drive, He 12 a local high schonl bialegy teacher who has been banding
birde with me for aver five vears. Armed with two telescopes and a wide
variecy of hinoculars, ve ware off, Our first stop wAas to be for petrol at
8 Yorcal aratiom. Sten, who %5 also a blology teacher, had no soocner
jumped owf (hap Starling, Hoose Spacrow gnd Common Crow began our list.

While Bryan T:1lec up, we paorlesd 4 Fflock of Gulls in the sky... W counted
Ehei ngbeate; fourteem, fiftesn, sizreen... must be Herring as Ring-billed
hawe a vuch f3srter Tlighl. A we Were aboot to leave, Latry, who works

ip tha local fiherglase factory, noticed a-iarge flock of birds in the
digranc-e pear some housss, CHouse eparrows no doubt, they are just about
everywhere. Ihey locked too pale and small co me. We drove over fo take

another look and it Eurned out £o be a large flock’ of Plne Siskina.

Thelr vellow appearance and wing bars stood out 83 they [lew off lnco che
distance, Our firat good bird. Siskins vizit us every pow and them in
winter bpt are ynQOEDOL. J

We leawe Cuelph behind us snd drive mouth (not far enough for me!) down

ong of cthe backroads. Soon we Spot a4 blob on top of 8 lone tree in the
middle of a soow covered [leld. The car comeés to a grinding hale as we

gll jump vut ... a Northern Shrike. Thase wvicious birds of prey cause
havor fo winter by killing, &and then ilmpaling, small birds on tree branches.
fme got foro my traps and by cthe timea I was able to get him out, he had
iillead eleven small goldfinchea,

Jur pext destinatlon was at & emall county dump. We were cold although at
5 below rero it could hardly be called ceold = to us smyway! Some Gulls

and Crows wers rummaging through the garbage as were the abiquitous
srarlings. However, we could hear twittering and see. movement in the crees.
“Siskins - no Redpolls = no 777" The telescopes were soon focussing on the
tiny birds .., Redpalls. Theae lictcle birda with their bright red heads
¥isit us during their sxpolsion vears in the far North. [ remember when

I wvisired Gresnland lo 1976, they were ooe of the commonest birds. Soon
we are scolded by a flock of Elack Capped Chickadees. These are wvery
common sedencary birds chat remsin with us the year round. We are slowly
freezing; we must return to the car but Leanme sees a smgll bird hugging a
trée in the distance - a Holry Woodpecker and by the bright tufr of red
foathers, we make it out to be a male. We're off!

We spot a4 buneh of bullrushes and waeds on the side of the road; we stop.
Anaother little bird for owr liat -~ the Tree Sparrow. A large flock of chem
c¢rosges the yoad. We search lfor a lona Song Sparrow but 1n vain. Ve



2,

drive onto Puslinch Lake. To our amazement it is frozen over. 1 venture
onto the ice. We estimace that it is three to four inches thick. A

ery suddenly echoes = no 1 haven't fallen in = but in the alr we see a
beautiful Rough Legged Hawk, another winter viepitor from che Arctie

reglong. Bryan is scanning the lake - 3000 acres of frozem waste - with
his telescope to see if there may be any open water in which waterfowl can
congregate. He is jubilanr. A small patch Ls indeed opem but too far

aAway to get & good lock. Howsver, they are birds and hence we oust go

and investigate. Wicth no skis cto walk along a trail. Good, nlmlr.'ll slowly
are sppeating in the sky and we sre getting warmer — now it is -2%., e
park the car and begin to walk., We hear a strange call. What is ic? Mo
oné knows. 5Stan and Larry, two of the best birders arommd, are excited.
Something good is aromd. We slowly walk in single file. Stan, me,

Leanne, Bryan and [arty io the rear. A Blue Jay croases our path; no one
gven blinks ss they are common the year round. Suddenly we stop. A

flock of birds have landed inm a bare tres 40 feet up. Are they ... yes
the¥ ore ... White-winged Crosshills ... the sun is perfect ... they glow ...
beautiful red plumage wich hlack winga which have two prominent white
wingbars. No doubt the bird of the day' Leanne is ecstatic; a new bird for

her . To the resc of ws only che second time we have seen them and what a
ETEuE .,. "A perfect look.”™ I say. "Juat llke 1 used to see the birda In
Aupacralia ... perfect.” Larry informe mé that he has bought an Auscralian

fleld gulde ... As the hirds fly away, we resume our walk., Oo a small
Scotoh Plne beside the trail, we ootlce some Pioe CGrosbeaks. A flock of
immature birde, They are eating the buds at the end of the branches.

Poor ctree, 1t will be slighcly stunted nexc year. In sllence we reach che
lake.

The opening Lis far awvay but with- telescopes we count! thirteen Herring

Gulls, one immarure Great Black Backed Gull (che fifth county record), one
Amarican Coot (by now it should have been far south), one female Common
Coldeneye, four H.-ll:r-h. Mot bad at all. We are pow positively

roasting; it iv 0°C. We decide to walk back through the woods to see 1If we
can ger an owl or two. We flush several Ruffed Grouse but they move so

fast that we barely get a glimpse of them and only experience tells us

what chey are. 5Stan sees a3 little bird. Weé rush over. He has found a lictle
Kinglet, but what species? MNow we see him, now we don'c. 1T ger a look ar
ic. It is gone. HNo one has positive ldentifilcation, Thess are tiny :
birds smaller than Thornbllls and twice as flighty = or so it seems. We

leave dlsappointed as a winter tecord of thesa would have been good.

We return to the car and have a cup of hot chocolate. We salowly start
driving back. 1 slowly ponder. A year ago I was in the steaming desert of
Vigtoria and New South Wales with Lindsay Smith looking for the Lineated
Fite and other desert species. We stop. A majencic hawk is circling
above. Our most common bird of prey, the Red Tailed Hawk {8 puttling on a
fine show. [t is 12.30 and time to go home. As wo speed along we notice
a male American Kestrel on the side of the road but they are tooc common to
even stop. Twenty-two species - not too bad. We speculate that up to
elxty specles could be present in the county art this tise of year. HNext
week we have the Christmas bird count - we are each in charge of an area.
Till cthen we bid one another a happy farewell.

ANTONTO SALVADORL, GUELPH, CANADA



ACROSS

I Useful for recording birds - and bitrdos
H. You alone

10. Mound bullderas
11. Throwm

12. Generic nase of & high diver
13. Genus of bhirds whoe glue their nests
15. EKeenly sought b¥ birdos

lé. You"ll see it bercar from here
1%, Nidified
20. Honey Parroc
22, Mot a Perchar
24, H,Z. BRail im the digturbed vater behind a ship
27. HMicech provoking
28. 10 across build cheilr own
29. Song bird

30. Eat your veggies and forget it
DOWN

1. Thoroughly searches for integumentary structures on chooks
2. Little or tawny, what genus?

X Often necegsary for getting to a Peregrine's nest

5a For dippers, add water
t. A specific spint

' Peer
8. Like 20 across buc prefers fruilc
9, Dnevenly found asonget birds (and bicdos 3, &)

l4. Sayings

15. Wide spread Pheasants

17, Graminivorous bird

1B, ERight
21. Desire parnescly an angry snake
21. Lacin name (ladies only)
15, Swimming backwards In Melbourne is a good arrangement
26, A fipe body of people who rarely have a cross word

b. GIBSON

PLEASE ALTER
Your membership List for 1982 to read:-
Hr Wal Emery, Mre Hazel and Family Mrs Kay Lloyd
63 Dymock Street BALGOWNLE 34 Georges Avenue, BULLI

Phone: &7 4453



PIL.. I .HT I0ta July,1982.
zirds of the fIDE colour 15 minutes
Features -ne biras whick live in an< around the I'it and Rhyll

swamp on ~hillip Island in Jictorie,

Jif BLeCK Sk colour 7 minutes
x wans on tne nest,defending the nest from intrud-
ers ,cycnets 21 various ages and a number of other aspects of the

lives of *trese birds.
e 0] HET rcoliour I8 minutes

£m sccovnt of tne 1life ang nacits of the Brolge,alsc known as
e native comvanion. Includes scenes of their unioue courting

COERULIPIES colour I7 minutes

The structure an- comvosition of a rain forest.

BULUYPTLLE  ET:10R colour IS5 minutes

Feztures =ue zairy 2Pensuins of 3jonuith-eastern Austrzslia.

‘o be hel: =zt tne nome of ..orma anc fdon slmoné,?2 Shoobert Cres.

(.0t 2% ve2 Thomsorn's. )

LAaI%GT0w  JATIOL 4L PARK.
U2Zl SLAL O




ELMWOOD SCNOCL NEAR MDSS VALE N.5.W.

SATURDAY 11 MARCH 1982

The club cucing for March began with thirty Mour members mescing At
the "Elewvood School™ ar 8.30am. The school is situated on the Fitzroy
falls ropd botween Fitrroy Falls and Meryla Pasma Road.

The "Elmwood School", borders the property of Mr Max Parker, an
widulating area with Eucalypt covered hills to the aast and open
graseland [or grazimg catgle.

Mur wmlk began at A,&057m In fine but overcast condltions wich light
goutherly winds making wslking & pleasure, ldeal conditiens for bicd
observing. Larer some 1light rain fell lasting only a shorr rcime.

Qur first slghtings were the Yellow=-faced Honeyeater, White-throated
Troecroeper, ond Easctern Hozella.

Leaving the Scheol prounds, a wallaby in haste to escape crashed into
the school [ence and had to have anotber attempt to clear it and escape
ints tha laong grass.

The wooded sareas beypnd the school Were wery exteaslve, with a large
numbar and vaclety of birdlife.

Yellow=rumped Thaombills, Scarlet Bobin, Grey ¥antall ta nama iuet B
faw, A Dusky koodswallow was sizhted among the branches of the call
Lreas.

Then a slecoy possem was observed io a hollow of o tree pbowt Tive notres
ftom the proend. Colog a litcle deeper into the tree covered slopes we
comg upon more bivds in chis beauriful porcion of tall Ewcalypr bushland
where the Yallow Babin, Crested Sarike-cic, Rufuws Fantail and Grey
shrikée=thrush were observed.

Our walk continued for the remainder of the day on the same note, there
wore mo many birds to see. Just before Junch as we were walking through
eome long grass four Painted Button Quall were flushed pur and flew into
goma naarhy Lress.

Forty Seven apecles were chserved.

To noma a few:-

Yellow=faced Honmeveater Yellow Robln
White-cthreosced Treocreeper Crosted Shreike-tit
Eancern Rose]lla Fufoum Fancail
Yellov-vusped Thormbill Orey Shrlke-thrush
Scaclet Roban Palnted Butten Quail

Groy Fanrail
Ked-hrowed Firetall
Suporbh Blue Wren
Dusky Woodswallow



AN ILLAWARRA CENTURY

Having been away for Zmas and out of local touch, we thought it time
to revisit the local scene. We set ourselves the magical Illawarra
century.

Our first stop was ML Keira Scout Camp amid overcast skies and most
unsettled wezther. The pigeons, however, were really out in force;
Wongas, Topknots, Browns and even a pair of Baldies, A Black-faced
Monarch, Flame Robin, Rufous Fantail and the other usual starters saw
us leave for Darkes TForest with a healthy 25 so far.

Arriving at the Boomerang Golf Course we flushed a Japanese Snipe from

a reed pond containing a pair of Lictle Grebe. Brown-headed Honeyeaters
were active and Tree Martins circled overhead. Near the mine the Dusky
Woodawallow was astonished with our presence, as we puzzled a while over
a fuvenile bicd. Was it a Red Wattlebird or QOlive-backed Oriole?

Pizzey again came to the rescue. Before leaving we identified a Brush
Bronzewing by ts rich brown tlight feathers as it disappeared into the
drv sclevophyll forest. A guick tally please - 25 plus 24 equals 49;
almost half way.

At Cataract Dam, the Tellow—tailed Black Cockatoos were having a feast
on the pine cones. Leaden Flycatchers were feeding young and as we
watched, a Spotcted Quail-Thrush scurried over the sandstone floaters.
Lunch time gave us a break to take stock at 54.

Still low on wogdland species we headed for West Dapto. We were elated
when a further 15 rather common species, including Whistling Kite,
Goldfinch, Yellow-faced Houneyeater and Little Thornbill were recorded.
At Xanahooka Lagoon our first, real batch of water birds was viewed
together with the Musk Duck. That additional 10 species was just the
boost we needed.

With the aid of the telescovne, Chestnut Teal, Grey Teal, the two Black
Cormorants and Caspian Tern were seen from Hooka Point. "Another

tally please”. Only the entrance to the lake remained and we were still
13 short of our goal.

Then the waders obliged - Red-necked Stint, Red-capped Dotterel,
Greenshank Little Egret, Eastern Curlew as well as Wedge-tailed
Shearwaters and 2 Gannet - but if only we could see one of the oyster
catchers or the Kelp gull. Luckily we worked out a pair of Double-banded
Dotterels among the stints, probably the first arrivals for the year.
"That's 99 I reckon.........", and then at last our goal. Just as

we arxrrived home at Primbee, a Red-whiskered Bulbul was perched on the
power line,

Both of us agreed it was a beaur way to spend a day. But was that

juvenile cuckoo being fed by the Yellow-faced Honeyeater a Fantail or
Pallid?

RON IMISIDES & KEVIN WOOD



NEAR THE HUT AT BULLIO

Near the hut at Bullio

The 'Warra Birdo's had their lunch

On green, green grass, neath shady trees,
They were a happy bunch.

At the cry of "Move it out", our
President's decree

Did stir them all to action, from their
reverie.

Lennie Klumpes from the north, a strong and
sturdy lad

Heard the call, to seek more birds, in
vivid colours clad.

Up and down the gullies the band of Birdo's
walked

Till down they sat exhausted, no one even
talked.

Someone cried a "Rainbow Bird" their
tiredness went away.

To many eyes their glasses went.

This sight had made their day.

"Over the next hill" Someone said the cars
Were waiting there.

To reach them proved quite a climb.

O'er rocks and thistles bare.

Till at last they saw a sight which gladdened
Every heart.

A Brown Songlark its call so clear

Made them reluctant to depart.

This is a wondrous place in which we live today.
The green, green hills '"gainst skies of blue how
Can we turn away.

Lets stop and look and listen

And somehow learn to say

"This is my Father's world" - He's with me -

On life's way.

R. HANKS
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Horace Ward (leader), Ron Almond, Esme Gay, Jac¢ k Byslep, Jim &
Gwen Neilson.

One (1) Team, 8% hrs., 47 km., 52 species.
Listed only in area 1: Little Eagle, Catbird, Double Barred Finch.

Area 2 - Thirroul

Doug Gibson (leader), Len Klumpes, Ian Rowles, Jeff Smeaton.

One (1) Team, 8 hrs, 50 kms., 63 species.

Listed only in Area 2: Sea Eagle, Grey Goshawk, Rainbow Lorikeet,
Tawny Crowned Honeyeater, Grey Curraweng.

Area 3 - Corrimal

Wal Emery (leader), Hazel Emery, Wendy Hanks, Val Mills.

One (1) Team, 103 hrs., 42 kms., 83 species.

Listed only in area 3: Collared Sparrow Hawk, Brown Goshawk,
Blackbird, Logrunner, Large Billed Scrub Wren, Rose Robin, Red
Browed Tree Creeper, White Plumed Honeyeater.

Area 4 - Mt. Keira

Kevin Mills (leader), Richard Miller, Sigi Freund.

Cne (1) Team, 63 hrs., 96 kms., 60 species.

Listed only in Area 4: Topknot Pigeon, Noisy Friar Bird, Chestnut
Rumped Heath Wren, Darter,

Area 5 - Wollongong

Dave Thomson (leader), Ron Imisides, Bob and Dina Green.
Cne (1)Team,7hrs, 238 kms., 61 species.

Listed only in Area 5: Mangrove Heron, Pink Cockatoo.
Count performed on Sunday 30/5 in this area.

Area 6 - Dapto

fon Imisides (leader), Brian James, Peter Ewin, Andy and Anna
Knowlson.

One (1) Team, 8} hrs., 60 kms, 78 species.

Listed only in Area 6: Wedge Tailed Eagle, Tree Martin.

Area 7 - Lake

Kevin Wood (leader), Peter and Mark Fackender.

One (1) Team, 8% hrs., 100 kms., 68 species.

Listed only in Area 7: Eastern Curlew, Greenshank, Bar Tailed

Codwit, PRed Capped Dotterel, Double Banded Dotterel, Pied Oyster-

catcher, Red Necked Stint, Caspian Tern, Great Crested Grzbe, Mankeen NHight
Heron, Whistling Kite, White Fronted Chat.

Cumulatively: 7 Teams, 573 hrs., 433kms., 141 species.

Continued.



COMVENTARY

Qur seventh bird count (third Autumn) produced the most satisfying
result to date with a total of 141 species. Cur previcus tallies

were 89, 75, 107, 128, 102 and 100. This is almost certainly due

to a "change in rules" and a "change of heart”. I sincerely thank
the leaders and twenty (20) odd helpers for their co-operation

and diligence.

We have achieved, more than anything else, a true ornithological
representation of the Illawarra area with its diversity of habitat.
The rainfcrest, dry schlerophyl forest, heath, woodland, lake and
off-shore  environments were all kind to us.

The rarer species are shown above, seen only in the various areas
listed. The most "universal" species were the Kookaburra, Raven and
BFCS. Only twelve (12) species were seen in all areas. Whilst the
seagull is one such species,its uneven distribution is manifested in
2320 seen in the Wollongong Area and only 3 seen in our Mt., Keira area.

All expected Robins, Thornbills and Ducks were found. 1In the parrot
species the rainbow lorikeet was an interesting sighting. It is
not often seen south of the Parramatter River.

For sheer numbers, the Silver Gull tops the bill at 5227, followed
by the starling 1736, Grey Teal 518 then, unexpectedly, Hoary Headed
Crebe 951. Some 8 or 9 rafts were seen,often with 100+ birds per
raft. A telescope was necessary for the accuracy required in both
identificaticn and tally.

The rarest bird was the Pink Cockatoo, but we can only really count
it as an escapee. However the Mangrove Heron was a creditable
substitute for rarity from the same area.

The Corrimal area was most heavily endowed, with a total of 83
species.

Birds of Prey, generally hard to find in Illawarra, were obliging.

Ten (10) different species were seen. The Peregrine and Little
Falcons were ncticably retiring (and absent). Sparrows were common
with 390 yet it is interesting to note that more Red Browed Finch
were recorded viz 423, Wal Emery had one such Finch physically

stuck to the Bird-lime tree, a member of the infamous Pisonia species.
It was tenderly removed before it flew safely away.

Thank you all again for your contribution - I feel the statistics
speak for yourselves.

KEVIN WOOD,
Organiser.

P.S. 1 Apologies for non-taxonomic order overleaf.
P.S. 2 Format by courtesy of A.R. McGill.
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. BOC NEWS

THE CTIRCULAR OF THE ILLAWARRA HIRD DBSERVERS' CLUR

L] 1
Wiy Bad Tirm REGISTERED FOR POSTING AS A PUBLICATION (CATEGORY 'B')

Deserven Another®

THE CLUB'S ATM: TO JOIN TOGETHER PEOPLE WITH A COMMON
INTFREST TO FURTHER THETR KNOWLEDGCE OF THE BIRDLIFE
AROUND THEM.

July 1982

Mest =geting will be at 7.30 pm on Monday 12 July 1982 in the Falry
Headow Senjor Citizena' Centre, Corner of Princes Highway & Collmery Toad.

fiur Gpeaker will be Mrs Anne Clarke, Secretary of the Lake Illawarra
WManagement Committes.

Hexi Field Outing will be on Saturday 17 July 10BE2 at the Royal Mational
Park. Starting time, meeting point will be discussed at the meeting
an the 12th.

A Film Night will be held on Saturday 10 July at tha home of Norma
& Ron Almond, 2 Shoobert Crescent, Kelraville (not at the Thomaon'n
as mhown in the program).
It will take the usuml form of a showing of several nature Tilms
at 6.00 po and again &t B.D0 pm. Hring & plate and enjoy a nibble
and & cup of teéw.

- At]nasinr

Juat & snlppet gbout the recently codpléeted survey of the
distelbotion of lustralian Hipds, In the Blm sguare arés
around Wallengzong the bird most freguently recorded was

the Mapple,. closely lollowsd by the Kookaburra, Superb Blue
Wren, Aulitralian Baven, Grey Fantall and so on with Lhe
Ftarlirg coming in 11th and the House Sparrow 19th. Tm all
971 Aecord Sheets were ssnt in with the Mappie recorded

on 740 of them (the Housme Sparrow on 494).

Beminder

President Laurle Williem= ls away for a few montha and Dave Thomson
is filling in, nome Phone No.Bd 2B7S.

Mambership Liat

Flepse add to your list:

Hr Dave Burgen X
41 M*Donnel]l Streat
FORT FEMBLA RSW 2905

Mr Wel Nuslke, Mrg Yal & Family
Hl Jucarands Avenue
FIGTREE MSW 2628 Phonet 28 ATRE

#r Gordon Pawne, Mrs Dorothy & Family

126 Farsborourh Toad
UMANDERDSL  Row 2520 Phone: 7)1 1059

il "'-_-"'h._ - e . -



I1,B.0.C., Meeting.

Monday, 1l4th June, 1982,

Out guest speaker was Chris Pavich, Manager, Illawarra State

Recreation Area.
erect signs, and prevent vandalism.
Bulli to Wongawilli, and the final Plan of Management should be avail-
We look forward to seeing Chris again in the
near future, and thanks to Mary Eskdale and family for hosting Chris.

able at the end of

*83.

Field Outing. Saturday, 19th June, 1982,

Chris spoke of his efforts tc clean up the area,
The Recreation Area extends from

Great to see so many new members at our outing in the Oakdale
40 species were seen.

area, which 36 members attended.
was wet sclerophyll with some Banksia on the slopes leading up to the

Mose members had good sightings of the Rock Warbler.
Eastern Shrike-tit, Rose Robin, Red-browed Treecreeper, Gang-gang Cockatoo
were seen, also heard was Pilotbird, and the Superb Lyrebird imitating at least

sandstone ridges.

8 other species.

Please Note -

The Club bas decided to restrict lending of Library Books to a one
month period renewable after that time.

to Club Members.

Solution to last month's Crossword

1.

4,

10.
11.
12.
13.
15.
16,
19.
20,
22,
24,
27.
28,
29.
30.

Hope you got some clues right,

~

Acrogg

Camera
Yourself
Megapodes
Flung

Sula
Collocalia
Rarities
Closer
Nested
Lorikeet
Nonpassere
Weka

Comic
Incubator
Songster
Scurvy

23.
25.
26,

I didn't.

Ed.

Down

Combs
Megalurus
Rope
Ousels
Ruficollis
Equal
Figparrot
Oddones
Utterances
Ringnecks
Seedeater
Correct
Aspire
Nomen
Array
I.B.0.C.

The habitat

by

This will enable a wider circulation
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NARRANDERA CAMPOUT - 9TH TO 18TH APRIL 1982

(1

Thirty club members journeyed to Narrandera over Easter. What a successful
Camp, in all one hundred and seven different species of birds were sighted.

We camped on a property, along the Square Nob Track, owned by Mr Holmes
and what a great place to camp. Nearby was a farm dam where we were
able to draw water for showers, most of us took our own drinking water.
At night we sat around the camp fire, one of the members brought along
a tape recording of some of the Poems of '"Banjo' Patterson which was

a delight to hear. The weather was perfect, sunny days, the only time
we got a few drops of rain was on the Friday when we were breaking camp,

Most of us arrived on the Thursday evening to set up camp. Unfortunately
we had a mishap with the bush shower as the branches of a nearby tree
snapped under the weight of the canvas water bucket. -Our President, who
in his working days was a Hot Water Engineer managed to do a workmanlike
job on the shower so everything was under control,

Many thanks go to John Hobbs, who incidently is the local Police Sergeant,:
in taking us around the area in search of birds, He knew that wvarious
places to go where we were likelyto.seea variety of birds, as he had
explored the area many times.

Red-rumped Parrots were in abundance along the roads leading to our
campsite.

We spent most of the time on field trips going as far as Pulley top Tank
between Yenda and Rankin Springs to sight a Mallee Fowl. We saw the
mound that had been built, but no bird, even though we sat waiting }3 hours.

Kangaroo's were in abundance around the property. We disturbed a group of
sixteen as we drove the car along the track to the Camp. Oa Easter Sunday
we had a visit from the "Easter Bunny" who left each camper a chocolate egg.

To this day we are still trying to work out whether the "Bunny" had a grey
beard.

We also saw a field of rice at Leeton, and a trip to an orchard te pick some

very juicy oranges, was a pleasant way to spend an hour, on our trip to
the Murrumbridgee River.

A sighting of the Glossy Black Cockatoo below the Square Nob Track was
great. In all we had a wonderful time at Narrandera. We very reluctantly
broke camp on Friday morning just a week after we arrived. John KHobbs
came to see us before we left to bid us a safe journey home,

SOME OF 107 DIFFERENT SPECIES OF BIRDS SEEN WERE:-

Little Raven Red-rumped Parrot Galah

White Ibis Glossy Black Cockatoo White-plumed Honeyeater
Welcome Swallow Dusky Woodswallow Tree Martin

Little Crebe * Zebra Finch Yellow Robin

White Eyed Duck Coot Nankeen Kestrel_

Blue Bonnet Parrot Peregrine- Cockatiel

Banded Plover Falcon Hooded Robin

Singing Bushlark _ Red-capped Robin Spiney Cheeked Honeyeater

Peaceful Dove Spotted Owl Yelleow Rosella



BUNGANIA STATE RECREATION ARFA NR MARULAN NSW

Enturdlg 5 May 1982

We Eravelled through Bungonia to the entrance of Bungonia Statae
Recreation Area whare at 9.00 am, 36 club memhers =met and journeved

o further 5 km to a spot overlooking a most beautiful gorpe along
which the uppsr reaches of the Shoalhaven FPiver flows, a maat glorioua
gight in perfect calm sunny weather. On the tip af th!a spur |8 the
remaing of & Tlying fox, uvaed o transport supplies to the now darelict
tin Soelter in the valley below. Still remaining are parte of tha
Emaltor, a large stack, Flues, kilns all beile of brick. The Smelter
wish in operation approximately 70 years agd.

Abgut A3 sembers of the party set out in single file down the wvary
atesp track o descend LD fr into the wvalley below,

A mightlng of & Tlock of Red Wattlebirds, white-throated treecreeper.
Fuscous Honeveater, Ye!low-faced Honeyeater, White-sared Hansyeatar
was made on the lower slopes.

RFed Stringybark tress predominated on the uppsr siopes, whilat wattlea
and pines lined the banks of Lthe river.

Te reach the remains of the old tin Smelter on the oppoaite aids
of the river, we waded across withowt shoes, which was o Little bit
hard on soft feet mot conditioned o such punizshment.

Nevertheless, we enjoyved our lomch in peaceful surroundinga before
the climb back to the [lying fox, of which our President stated would
"mort out the men from the bovs™. At the top many admired tha wonderful

vigw af the porpe from the lookoul in Beautiful sunlight before bepinnlng

the jouvrney home, Arrlving back at the entrence to Bunponlia State
Recrention Area a sighting of the Scarlet Fobin, the Hooded PFobln,
Dimmond Firatall, a flock of white-winpged cloughs flew hy. Although
it was congldered one of the most difficult walks, we all enjoyed
tha day.

In all, 38 speciess ware sighted during the day, of which some are
recorded below:

Red wWattlebird
White-throated Treecresper
Fusenus Honeyeatber
Yellow-Taced Honsyeakapr
White-esared Honeyeater
Red-browed Firebail
Mistletoebird

Superb Blue Wren

Brown & Striated
Thornbill

Yellow-tultad
Homeyeatsar

Yallow Fobin
White-browed

Scrub-wren

Little Pied Cormorant

—
~
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THE LIRCLLAR OF THE TLILAWARRA BIKD OBSERVERS' CLUB

REGISTERED FOR POSTING AS A PUBLICATION (CATEGORY 'B')

THE CLUB'S AIM: TO JOIN TOCETHER PLOPLE WITH A COMMOW
INTEREST 10 FURTHER THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE BIRDLIFE

“One Good Teru AROUND THEM, ' (-0139)
buserves Another” SICKETARY: turel Emery (vb. 847015
ESTDENT ¢ Taurie Williams e

. NEXT MEETING will be held at the Senior Citizen's Centre Car. Collacry Avenue and

Princes Highway, Fairy Meadow at 7.30 pm, Our Cuest Speaker will be Arnold McGill,
his subject "Bird Migration'", Arnold is a Life Member of our Club, an Author
of many fine books on Birds and one of the most knowledgeaible of men who have

nade a study of Bird life. It should be a good night. 9Lh August.

NEXT FIELD OUTING will be to Kangaroo Valley on Sunday August 15, meeting at 8.30am
at the wnortbern end of the Hampden Bridpge (over rthe Kangarco River) in Kangaroo
Valley. Driving about 10 KM West and leaving our cars for a walk down to Yarunga
Creek. We will take time for a "Cuppa", but a carry lunch and a drink will have
+ be taken with us on the walk down to the Creek. We should arrive back at the
“efrs about 4.00 pm. Wal, Emery is the Leader.

QUR JULY MEETING was well attended, Mrs Amne Clarke, Secretary lLake Illawarra Management
Cornittee was our Speaker. Anne hold% a B A Degree in Geography from Wollengong
‘University. The Committee, of which she is Secrctary, is an advisory one. Bath

"« Wollongong and SLollharbour Councils loonk to the Commirttece for advice on all matters
dealing with the velrare of the Lake and ifts catehment. She spoke of the urgent nced
tg presarve the beauty of tue Lake and through public awareness, try to lessen the

- threat to the Lale's existence and of the fish and bird life that abounds. Many
thanks to Anne who through ber talk and slides gave uws an insight into the work of
Lhe Committege of which she is Secretary, !

THE FILM NIGHT ou July lOth at the Almonds brought together probably the best set
of films on wildlife we've had - a good mixture with an emphasis on birds. Thanks
g0 to Richard Miller for keeping up this good work of organising the films and
"“snks also to Worma and Ron for their hospitality.

N

A WARM WELCOME to Tomy Salvadori, our Canadian "Birde" friend, ou his rcturn to
Wollongong. We'll again enjoy his company and his enjoymeut of Bird observing.

STOr PRESS - Compouts -~ our family camp will be held over the October long weekend

this vear at Wingello. ALSO the “End-Of-October" Camp on 23rd to 24th at the

Weddin Mcountaine at Grenfell.

LIBRARY BOOKS Don't forget to return them so that yourself and others can make
best use of our well stocked Librvary.

prtce of $lf OO

-

LAURTE AND NCLA WILLIAMS are by all accounts emjoying their heliday, last report was
Lhar cney were in the Darwin, Katherine Gorge aren.  To quots irom rtheir letter -
"we saw a Tawny CGrasshird, five Rose-crowned Pigeons, Yeliow Fighirds, and much to

our excitement wn HlﬂhrLd a very rare bird the Clhcsinub QULJlLd Rock Pigcon.’” —
They were on their way to Lbhe Alice Springs, Ayers Rock area a few days after thie W
11” BT WS g o koo




STOPF PRESS

The icems listed below are for sale to Club membars:-

Metal Badges — Tie or Pin Fix - = 1.20
Cloch Badges § 2.20
Car Stickers § 1.00
Carda FPlain A0
Cards Christmas .50
Spoons - Forks - Knives § 3.00
Check Lists ' .30

Spe Barbarz and Brisnm Hale our Sales Officers,
WELCOME to these New Membera:i-

Boreann Cerry & Lydia

20 Kialoa Avenue, Woomana HSW 2517 Home Phone: Ba=-15%6%
EiEEE Graham, Hrs Woreen, Joseph, KerenSa, Janniné & Shireen

175 0"Briens Road, Figtree. HNSW 2526 Home Phone: 29=T7027

3 Zvelym ﬁvenue, Fiptree NSW 2526 Home Phone: 71=-3746

LI K5

Our Librarian Bob Green has had a good response [o Che appeal to retwurn
books, howaver, two books are srill ocucstanding:-

"Learning About Awstralian Rirds"

"How to Attract House & Feed Birds"

if you have these books on loan, could you return them ss soon as possible,
B0 A8 to enable ather club membera ro borrow chem,

SEFTEMBER FTILM NIGHT

Will be at the Thoapson's, not at the Alwond's.

()



SWIFTS AND SWALLOWS

Two sorts of Swiftc visit this district in Summertime and Lhelr incredible capabilities
place them amongst the most remarkable birds on our 1isc = indeed, inche World,

IDENTIFICATION -

The Spine-Tailed Swift (Hirundapus Caudacutuws) is 20cm long, superfically swallow-
like, all dark except for white throat and under tail coverte., The tsll is square-
cut. Though not normally seen, each tail feather projecets in a shore spine ro asslst
in elinging to wertical cliffs vhen nesting.

The Fork-Tailed Bwifr (Apus Pacificus) differs in being alimmer, having & whice
lump patch (lower back), and having a longer taill, desaply forked. The forked cail
i= only seen when it is spread during sharp manouverd.

The maximum airspeed of birds in level [light Is an arguable subject authentic
medsuréments being difficule to obtain, but the Spine-talled Seifc, ac 120km/hr
is about the fascest thing in feathers after the Racing Plgeon, (Columba Livia)
which can achiewe [0 kmfhr. But heére Is the most amazing Chipg, in the
prnithological history of Australis, nobody has éver seen Swifcs perched or

; rescing. They are the most aerial of all birds and afrer leaving their nesting
dreas in Japan and Easternm Siberia in August, apparently remaln airborne uncil
they return in May, eating, drinking, sleeping in the air. At home they gatcher
nest material im flight by snapping of f twiges with thelr Feet, and evén mare on
the wing.

Look for Swifts between Septémber and March on hmid days when thunderstorm acbivitey
is building wp. They [ollow these condltione all over the country Lo snap wp Che
beetles and termices etc. drawm up by the rising alr. They may be racing low over rhe
treetops or circling hundreds of mecres up, alwvays in loose flocks snd alcernaring

B or 1D rapid vingbeats with long glides. Look for cthea perched on your T.V. antenna,
in which case you will become lsmediately Famous.

The familiar Welcome Swallow (Hirundo Neoxena) is mainly Sedentary in 1llawarca

though the mumbers, do build up somewhat In Spring and Summer. There is 2 Southward
migration in the latter parc of August of passage birds heading cowards Tasmania

where they usually arrive about September lat, Some years this I8 guite spectacular
ag group follows group skimming low along the beaches and over the ses, Complerely
insectivorous, they build their mud=cup nests almowst invariably on man-made struccures,

The Fairy Martin (Petrochelidon Ariel) and the Tree Martin (P Nigricana} are both
discinguished from the Twallow by a whitiah patch on the lower back, smaller size,
and tail not deeply forked, and from each other by the Falry having the whole Head
Chescnut brown and the Tree having @ blue/black crown, The former builds borrle
shaped mud nests under bridges and culverrs, the latter nests in cree - hollows,
Both migrate Morth ia Winter.

POUG G1AS0N
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FIFLD OUTIMG - NATIONAL TARK _ON SATURDAY, 17 .ﬁ__ﬂﬁg

Forcy five ¢lub members met at the top of Bald Hill, Stanwwll Teps st B.Mam. it was
a bcauctiiul ¢lear sunny day, ideal for bird obscervimg. Lasving the caré [ucither on
at Jcfard Gap, using only halfl a dozeo care we drove chroush che Nations]l Tack to cha
fioger Statlon at Cawarra whare we enjoyed 4 cup of ted. Iu all we siphted 53 d{fferent
engcies of birde, soze of which sre liutsd at the and of ¢hin toport, Yeom the Pangev
ttacion wa walked s2long the track to the bmach at Burning Falms where we scopped for
.'lum_h but baing bicd observera it took us twoe hours to get from poink "A" ©o poinc
SWE" . om the way down the track we wighred some dear, which 1've peve:r scen o the
Kational Park before. A mumber of wea%wsnd cottages dotted the hillside, & surl

€lub Is belng built ar Buruing Palms as a4 graar ausber of people came thore over

the Chrisrmag-hov Yoor pariod, Mout af che hgiidlay marerinl has to be  wrreied ro
the building site dowm a wvery stecp aloans,

The track back to Otford took us chrough Palm Junpgle and along the clills overlooking
the sea. A sighting wns made of 25 Pelicans flying in !nmtim. alun of a whire-
broagted sea eagle which flew low overhead.

¥hot o marvellous plare this National Pack 18, » heritage, Lo b ept for inturs
gunarations. Arriving back at tha cars around 4.30pm at Ctford the drivers were
Lak=n back to Gawarra Ranger Statlion to pick up the cars, which were Left there at
the scart of che walk alersg tha Erack.

Scome of the wpecies of blvds slghted were:-

YWhice—breasced Soa Eagle ' ¥allou Faced BoneydeaLer
Varigated Hrao Yal low REobino

Supcrd Blus YWran Snoteed Pardalercas

Fary cipeoin Pacsot Whitu Throsted Vieacrgdpor
Yollow Taill Cochatoo Bionck Browed Albotross
Lyreiicd Emu Wran

Hick YHarbler
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_CLUB'S HOTTO THE CIRCULAR OF THE ILLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB

"One Good Term REGISTRRED FOR POSTING AS A PUBLICATION (CATEGORY 'B')

Deserves Another" o Ll
THE CLUB'S AIM: TO JOIN TOGETHER PEOPLE WITH A COMMON
INTEREST TO FURTHER THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE BIRDLIFE
AROUND THEM.

PRESIDENT: Laurie Williams SECRETARY: Hazel Emery 84-0139
September 1982

NEXT' MEETING will be at 7.30 pm on Monday 13 September 1982 at the Fairy Meadow
Senior Citizens Centre Cnr. Princess Highway and Collaery Avenue, Fairy Meadow.

OUR SPEAKER will be Richard Jordan, Warden of the newly formed R.A.0.U. Barren
-\‘zGtounds Bird Observatory.

Doug, Gibson was to be the speaker, but as this Observatory is to be opened
shortly, it was decided to ask Richard to tell us about this exciting new project.

~ FIELD OUTING will be on Saturday 18 September 1982 at the Stead Wildlife Foundation
". and Wirrimbirra Sanctuary Hume Highway Bargo Meeting at 9.00am at the car park
just inside the gates.

S

™ FILM NIGHT will be held at the home of Dave and Betty Thomson, 84 Mt Pleasant. .
" Road, Balgownie on Saturday 1l September 1982.

It will take the form of a showing of nature films at 6.00 pm and again at 8. OOpn.
Bring a plate and enjoy a nibble and a cup of tea.

DON'T FORGET our family camps at Spring Valley, Wingelo 2nd to 4th October, also
23rd to 24th October at the Weddin Mountains Grenfell.

— S0 get all your camping gear ready for an enjoyable weekend, firstly, at Wingeio
then to "Henry Lawson Country'" at Grenfell.

We usually have a great time at these camps, so BOOK EARLY.

Those members who wish to go to any of these camps and will not be at the September
meeting, please phone Dave Thomson on 84-2876.

Please add to your Membership List:

Arthur Mothersdill
David Winterbottom 24 ObbRAs 2.1

16 Mountview Avenue BULLI NSW . 2516
INEVILLE NSW 2500
g Phone: 84-8060

=i




BARREN GROUNDS BIRD OBSERVATORY AND FIELD STUDIES CENTRE

The former Barren Grounds Faunal Reserve, at the top of Jamberoo
Pass, has now become the third Australian Bird Observatory
established under the auspices of the Royal Australasian
Ornithologists Union. The others are sited in Victoria and
Western Australia.

The Warden, Richard Jordan, and his wife Pat are now in residence
and are busily organising the future programme of activities and
supervising repairs and extensions to the necessary facilities
which will include accommodation for twelve people. The programme
will include special-interest courses for groups, in-service
courses for teachers, day visits for schools, research projects in
conjunction with universities and other bird observatories, bird-
banding projects etc. and casual stays by bird watchers and other
interested groups.

-'The Committee responsible for the overall management of the Observatory
is chaired by Ted Carthew (R.A.0.U. Council Member) and has representatives
from Canberra Ornithologital Group, I.B.0.C. (D. Gibson), N.S.W., Field
Ornithologists Club, National Parks and Wildlife Service and Education
Department,

The Official Opening Ceremony will take place on Sunday 26 September
and all IBOC members are invited to come along and bring a picnic
lunch.

It will be some ‘time before the Observatory becomes financially self-
supporting, meanwhile some initial funding has been provided by the
R.A.0.U., the National Parks Foundation etc. When required, some
voluntary help will be appreciated from anyone willing to assist with
nature trail work, painting etc. The following list has been prepared
for circulation to bird clubs in the hope that any such available
articles may be donated to the project.

Needed for Barren Grounds

1. Cushions, pillows, foam mattresses (any condition), pieces of foam,
2. Plastic ice-cream containers, plastic margarine containers.

3. Lengths of material suitable for covering cushions and mattresses,
curtains, bedspreads.

. Oddments of paint - any colour.

. Cutlery, plates, mugs, small bowls (for soup, sweets etc.) glasses,

. Serving dishes, casseroles etc.

4
5
6. Large saucepans, kettle, frying pans, baking tins.
7
8. General kitchen utensils.

9

Egg cups, jugs.
10. Tea-towels.
11. Blankets, rugs (for floor or beds),
12. Copies of relevant Natural History books.

13. Cleaning rags

14. Chadrs.’

Richard Jordan will be the speaker at this month's meeting and will provide
more information on the project for the benefit of our members.

D GIBSON



BIRD MIGRATION

“Migration i{s lmmense In its manifestations, highly complicated
in its performance and yet on the whole remarkably regular in
its annual repetition™ - So began one of the most interesting
talks given to our club over tha past months. Arnold MeGill,
an amateur ornithologist and writer of many papers om Bird life
was the Guest Spaaker at our August Meeting.

Arnold vho is a life mesbar of our club, backed his talk with
some very wonderful slides. The subject of bird migration, the
study of which is a very complicated one. It is very rewarding
to those whoe taks the time and of fort to look at ic.

Armnold is a very able and knowledgeable speaker, having made a
lifetime study of Birds, one vhe was great to listen to. He

spoke of a Knot ringed im England and aight days later taken
in Liberia, 3,500 miles away.

Our thanks once again go to him for a very informative and
interesting talk.

A velcome was also glven te Jim Dixon, Vice Chairman of the
Cumberland Bird Observers Club, and organiser of many Bird

Counts over the years. He I8 alse o member of the NSW
Omi thologist Club.

. NOTES FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Remember: In October there will be no ¢lub meeting or Field Outing
as we are holding our Family Campa.

During the Hovember Meeting, we elect our office bearers for the next

12 monthe. If you feel you could assist the club im any of the positions
on the Committes, would you let our Secrecary, Hazal Esary Know bafore
the Hovember Meeting.

Bird Banding: Here are a few rather special cases of banded birds
récaptured.

The March Editiom of Corella, the Bird Banding Magazine states:

Masked Booby banded as an adult at Werribee Iln Victoria 8.3.80
recovered at Chegdomyn, U.S.5.R, 25.5.80, 9, 500M
away [(longest recorded movemsnt for Apecies).

Silver Gull banded at Geelong Victoria in October, 1962 and
recovered (alive and healchy later relsased) ac
Belmont Victoria, July 1981, only 5EM away but
18 years % months later (oldest record for this
species]).

Rainbow Lorrikeet banded at Currumbin Sanctuary, Queensland in May
1980 and recovered at Park Ridge, Queensland in
Juna 1980, 61KM away (although only G61KM, its the
longest movement recorded for the species).

Eastern Yellow banded at Tluka NSW In April 1974 recaptured at
Robin the banding place B times, the most recent being
October 1981.




EVERYTHING THAT DEAWS BREATH

God, cur wonderful God, you make everything that delights the aye;
Yours is the gifr of evervthing thar draws breath.

Yours is the energy that vibrates the wing of a bee,

The gracefullnsss of black swans skimming over still lakes,
The joy of a puppy bounding to greet its owmer,

The courage of a shalduck leading ducklings to safe waters,
The song of a magple on a soft spring morming,

The beauty of pink galahs vheeling over trees at sunset,

The purpose in suttom birde returning to southern sand-hills,
The wvarsth surrounding the joey in a kangaroco's pouch.

Yours, Creator God, is tha skill of the wedge-tailed eagle,
The play of the bandicoot on warm summer nighta,

The strength of the baby keala clinging to its mother,

The authoricy of seagulls riding salty winds,

The games of the dolphin surfing among svimmera,

The cosmunal chatter of colourful parrots,

vigour of the trout leaping in gqulet waters,
persistence of failry penguins wadding up sandy slopes.

PR

Yours, vonderful God, is tha dance of the slender brolga,
industry of the ant through long summer days,

power of the buffalo breaking through thickats,

glory on the radiant wings of a beatle,

excitement of the platypus hunting for yabbies,

aglility of mountain minnows darting between shaded rocks,
wariness of the wallaby peeping from among bushas,
confidence of the sparrow winning crusts from pigeons.

FERFRER

Yours, Lord, truly yours, is the laughter of the kookaburta,
The speed of an emu striding through mallee scrub,

The cooversation of the blackbirds at early morning,
The vision of the wombat as it rusmages through long dark nights,
The display of tha lyre bird as ha sharas in creation's jov.

God, our wonderful God, you make everything that delights the eye;
Yours is the gift of everything that draws breath!

From the book "Ausrralian Psalms™
Written by Bruce D Prawer.

C)




PARADISE AND BUSH

During the month of May, Kerry and myself undertook a four week journey
to the central Queensland Gemfield area. Along the way ve made a six
day stopover at Carnavon Gorge Mational Park before continuing north to
the Emerald Clermont Area.

Our firet night was spent in & rest area near Rarrabri vhere next

morning, we were awvakened by the songe of many birds. More than

fifcoen species; were found Iin the Test area, which was surrounded by
fields of whear. Amongst cthe Species of birds, were Red-rumped Parrocs,
Blue Bonnets, Cockariels, Budgerigars, Zebra Finches and Dusky Woodawallows.
The second night was at Bindle in Southern Queensland. Again, a huge array
of birds greeted uws in the motning. Included 1o cthese were Spiny=Cheeksd
Homeyesters, Squatter Figeon, Black=faced Woodswallows and Fork-talled Kite.

Dur next stop was at Carnarvon Gorge, #8t aslde to preserve some important
Aboriginal Artwork and the unique vegetation of the gorge system. Although
woe visited the area at the wrong time of year, (September 1s best according
to the REanger) more than forty species were sesen. To nase a fowv, Phaasant
Coucal, Blue-faced Honeyeatera, White-Naped Heneyeater, Pale-headed Rosalla,
Azurs Kingfisher, Olive-backed Oricle, White-cared Homeyester, Rad=backed
Wren, and & pair of Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters feeding three chicks.

Another first for us was beding able to 'H'ltﬂ'l B busy Platypus on several
occaslons In the nearby creek,

From here we went to my cousin's Saphire lesse at Rubyvale about 50Km west
of Emerald. Apart from our not so successful attempt to find a Saphire,
wa had fun {feeding some Rainbow Loriksets wvhich vere rTegular. visitors to
the house: Some of the birds we found in the area included the bemutiful
Crested Havk, Red-Winged Parrot, White-rumped Miner, Grey Goshawk, Tawny
'Fr:Enuth_!hth-tliled Kite, White-beaded Sitella and the Grey=Crowned
Babbler.

From here we went to Clermont vhere my other cousin owms a gold mine.
Aftar an interesting day learning the aspects of alluvial gold mining we
want on a day trip to Marepa Mational Park, = small enviroomental park om
tha Charters Towers road. Here we found flocks of Red-Winged Parrots and
Cockatiels, Red-backed Wrens, abounded as well &s Singing Honeyeaters,
Brown Honeyeaters, Noisy Friar birds and Wedge -tail Eagles,

A couple of days later, we went for a drive alomg the little used Laglan
Road. T think that this was one of the most Interesting places we visited,
only seeing two other vehicles all day. 1In this dry but well wooded reglon
more than 500ke from the Coast, we found over fifry species in one day.
Thoss included the Darter,.Bmu, Bustard; Red-Backed Eingfisher, Crested
Pigeon, Rufous Whistler, CGrey and Pled Butcherbirds, Whistling Kite,
Striped Honeyeater, Spotted Boverbird, Pled Honeyeater amd Little Falcon.
At one end of Clermont itself is a fresh water pomd stretching for about
half a Kilometre in length and fifty to a bundred metres in width., Sections
of the pond were adorned with vater lillies, while other parts had good
growths of reeds. Water bigpds were prolific with large mumbers of Coots,
Dusky Moorhens, Swamphens, Black Duck, White Eyed Duck, Little Grebes

and Grey Teal, twe paire of White Pygmy-Geese, Golden-headed Cisticolas
and the Clamorous Red Warblarvs.

The etrip home was marred by cold and windy weather, and only the sighting
of Glossy Black Cockatoos in the Pilligs Scrub South of Marrabri is worth
mantioning. The weeks passed quickly, as they seem to do on any holiday and
it only seemed like yesterday we lefr, but the memories of the trip, the
places we visited and the birds we sav, will remain with us forever. The
(uesnsland bush is a fascinating place and hopefully it won't be too long
before we can venture again.

CHRIS & KERRY CHAFER



PLEASE NOTE:

_Below are ti RO A

/iz;:;fﬁnrﬂtih

f‘
\\H ar S}ﬂ':;'/;&y )

"q"oﬂ spat,

N e
B
b
5%
; /BOC, Comm
. : o
M\U" @ '/ ) S;’(rﬂf ‘411&/ = MV"E“@
\ ~d A
_ A ffiv‘zgﬁﬂff,j?fﬁf.
Greurain
Q!an

From Greatel/
. ”
Felbouw e ‘I:I?cas: freYouy. 1B0C. Canr.

L4
a7 @ fopn VYie J‘fc. wﬁb'fﬂ g?hTE F"HT.'

v
2272 CE1uf182.
(Zctses Fooni MRAA vy,
Laeklon Vitloy ) Youns




IBOC NEWS®

THE CIRCULAR OF THE TLLAWARRA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLUB

REGISTERED FOR POSTING AS A PUBLICATION (CATEGORY 'B')

THE CLUB'S AIM: 10 JOIN TOGETHER FEOFLE VITHE A COMMDN
INTEREST TO FURTHER THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE BIRDLIFE

"One Good Tern ¥

Dibbivas Anacherh Hegistration number NBH3848
President Secretary
Laurie Willliams Hazal Emery
19-6637 Bi{=-0139

Hext Meating - will ba held on Monday, 8 Hovember 1982 at 7.30pm in the
Senior Citizens Centre, Cor Colleery Awve end Princes Highway, Falry Meadow.

[ &Fm‘; - Dr Antonio Salvadori, whose subject will be "Birding on Top
of the World".

Fleld Outing - Saturday, 13 Hovember at Calderwood; Maeting at the Cnr of
rfaldervood 4 and Marghall M, Rd at B.00am

The meeting oo the Bth November will be the Annual Meating whare cthe Eleccion
of Officers for 1983 will take place. TVoting will be for Prasident, Secretary

and Treasurer.

Flzasa Moce

At this meecing an alteration to the Club"s Guidelines will be submicted cto
Bt allow for & fourth position oo the Committea, that of Vice Presidenc.

A copy of these guidelines are set out below.




CUIDELINES OF ¥

Adm of the Club

l. To join togethar peopls with a common interest who wish to
further their knowledge and enjoyment of the Bird Life aroumd them.

2. The Club to hold an annual meeting at the November mweting, where
three officers will be elected, namely:-

Prasident, Secretary, Treasurer
i {a) Meetings to ba held monthly.
(b} Fleld ouctings to be held monchly.
{e) Yearly Fees due on January lsc.
(d) And where posmible, supper to be served at the close
of aach maecing.

4, A Bank Account to be opened In the name of the Club and to have
the three executives' signatures of which two of the thiee must
dlgn all chaquea.

. A Statement of Account to ba presented at the end of asach wvear.

. Tha Club to ba made up of thres cypas of mamhership -

Junior Membership - 52
Single Membership 53
Family Membarship 88

A Junior Membar is a personm who attends achool or college on a full
time basis.

Ar our Docemher mearing our theme will ke "An Add for Birding".
More details in our next newsletter.

We are still looking for items for our Chriscmas meeting - if you
would likes to cake parc, please contact Laurie.

M&nﬁéﬂk of Australian Birds" is now savailable
at 529 for meshers or for non-memhers.

Please note change of add =

Mr Chris Chafer
149 Central Avenusa
OAE FLATS 2527

Iria Nichols
25 Dempster Sc
WEST WOLLONCONG (29-1207)

Two successful camps were held during October at Wingello and Crenfell -
details in December Rewsletter.

()



Dac 3Jlat = Jan 3zd

Jan Bch - l3th

Jan 22nd - 29th

Fab llth - 13ch

Feb 23ch - 27ch

March llth = l3ch

March l8ch - 20th

§135

§120

343

§45

§45

545

Pa 8 & gtmas Ralls

Cansus Work on Ground Parrots Population.
Look at Flowering plants of the Heath,
aspacially Christmas Bells Display.

Lad by Richard & Pat Jordan.

Hature Weak

A week of varied natural history
activities, led by the Wardens, with the
assistance of visiting experts.

Por adults and family groups (oot advised
for young children).

Aunior Natyre Vesk

Anothar weak of natural history
activicies for unaccompanied children
aged ll-16. Lad and supervised by
axperienced professional educators and
naturalists.

B ohn te

A parsomal introduction to the world of
birds by a well-known broadcaster.
Mainly for baginnars.

-] £

A baginoers' wesksnd. To include
fidantification, calls, behaviour and

banding. Lad by Alan Leishman.

Ihe Soupds Birds Meks

Racognising bird calls. The way birds
communicata. Techniquas of sowmd
recording. Led by Richard Jordan.

a Na

A closa look ar fascinating mammals

to include trapping by an expert.
Led by Chris Tidimass.

All courses includes full board accommodation.

For further details comtact the Wardsns, Richard and Pat Jordan,

Barren Grounds Bird Obsarvatory
PO Box 1]

INBERO 2533
(Phone 360 195)



SOTES FROM A TRAVELLER'S DIARY

During our travels ia Central Acstralia, we wera driving along 4 sandy
road batween Wallara Ranch and the Stuart Highway, and decided to look for
a nica spot to stop and have a cuppa. The councryside was flat, witch
very fev rrass and certainly none beside the roadway. Aftar a whils we
noticed some trees sat well back snd a flock of Bed-tailed Black Cockatoos
flying toward chem, and them to our dalight, we saw the treas wers backing
a large expanse of water - so this was the spot we'd been looking for!

As we walksd cowards the watar, across a mwry gravelly axpanse of ground
sparsa, driad tufts of grass and a lictle blue grass, wve marvelled
courage of some clumps of tiny white paper daisies growing amongst
gravel. Then we noticed some Crange Chats wandering batwesn the clumps
ET L) beauriful sala, along wicth soms Pipics.

gh
{ E‘E

!
¢ g

T to the water wve wvatchad the Zabra Finches flying in cto driok
of a puddls and cthan a flock of Budgerigars wvhealad in for a
Bobbing along the adge of the wvater wers Auwstralian Dotcarels
ins, tha Bad-imeed Dotterels nearby and a large flock of

the water, and as wa got closer, some of tha ducks took to
rcled round bafors coming back to settls on tha water again. "

kg
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;

5
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A Licctle Falcom flew in and scacttared the flock of Flochas chat wars
drinking and gave chase to one poor little bird before it dodged outr

d saved its life, and the Falcon flew off to try
8 lumch.

|
5

A Willy Wagtail wss hopping around chattering to itself and a few small
Cockacails flew in for a quick dripk vhile scme Diamond Doves sat
contantedly in a tree, sunning themselves.

As wa moved to the back of tha dam, the Wood Ducks took off and flew to a
deapar dam behind and we noticed a ctight group of Black-tailsd Nacive Hens
gatharing nervously in 4 corner of che water in soms reeds. -

Then & DMngo showed 1tself in the long grass, behind the dam, and tumed

and slinked swey, interTupted from 1lcs close wacch on tha accivicy and

as wa valked further, we noticed che ground was strewn with feathers, probakly
ramnents of previous mmals. A flock of White—ayed Ducks rose into the air,
and circlsd round befors coming to sectle back oo tha desaper water, and a
Brown Falcom appeared from nmowhere and scattered a large flock of Finches

that wvare roosting in some shrubs, before it clumsily flew away.

In the furthest edga of the vater a Pink-eared Duck swam to the water's

adge and vaddled along the bank calling and trying to distrace us, did it
have & npest somewhera?

As wa slowly wandered back to the car, the Pink-sared Duck took to the
watar and paddled sway. A White-nacked Beron resused ics activicias

by cthe sadge of the water and life secttled dowvn again on tha beautiful
expanse of water in the middle of a very harsh and dry part of the country.
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CLUB'S ADM:

.BOC NEWS

THE CIRCULAR OF THE TLLAWAREA BIRD OBSERVERS' CLOB

M-@

RFGISTERED . POST PUBLICATION NO. NBE 3848. ¢
-

PRES IDENT SECRETARY

Lauris Williass Sazel Zmery

18 Achilliss Avenus Lot 1 Dymock Streat

Hfjfallmens. B TOL_ e W O

To join togethar pecpla with a common interest to furthar their knowledge
aof cha Bizdlifa around chem.

NEXT MERTING

Monday evening 13cth December timed to Start ac 7.30pm. This will be our
Christmas msating and our last meeting for 19821, .

FROGRAM

(a) Presidents Welcome, _

{(b) Husical Item by the Ornithologist's Delight
{¢) HReacovary Round Up.

(d) An Add to Birding.

{(e) A Bird by any othar Namas,

(£) A Film "Moombird".

{(g) Fathar Chriscmas.

{(h) Suppar and Fellowship.

Item Edi "An Adid to Birding".We will accept working models or working

fs. 1. Windscreen wipers for Binoculars.
2, A Fly Dacarrent
1. Fance Scaling Apparatus. (Barbwirs femces).
These are just some of the examplas wa are looking for.

We will have a Papal of rts, (of coursa you would kmow that tha
dafinition of a axpert is a drip undear pressure) to snalyss, cricicize
and look at the potemtial of the working modal or drawing to ba sold om
tha world markac.

Item (c) "A Bird by sny other Nama". To succesafully participate in this
item it will be necessary for you to study tha "Readars Digast Complata
Book of Birds." So make sure you do your Homework by checking on tha
altarmate names of our Australian Birds.

FIELD OUTING

Saturday llch December at Bulli Pass Raserva seating at 1.00pm for a walk
returning to the Hesarve for a Bar-ba—que then Spot Lighting after dark.
Thare ara no Barbeque facilities available at tha Resarve 80 plaass bring
along a portable barbeque if possible. To reach thea Reserve you antar by
crosaing cthe Railvay Track at Austinmer Station then procead up Hill BSe.
to Foothills Road, procesd to cha far end.




The Annual Mseting was held on 8 Hovember 1982, when the Electiocn of
Officars took place for 1981.

The outgoing Presidemc, Lauria Williams, thanked all members of the
Commictaa for the help given to tha Club over the past L1 months.

Kavin Woods chaired the meerting and callad for nominacions for che
positions of President, Secrs s Irmasurer and for a new positiom of
¥ice Presidenc.

Thogse alscted wers:

Fresidesc: Laurie Willisme'
Vice Presidentc: Dave Thowson
Secretary: Hazel Emary
Treasurer: Ron Almond

Congratularions co chese membars, who have accepted these Offices, and
will lead the Club during 1983,

The Speaker at last month's meeting was Dr Antonio Salvadori, who spoke
of his love of nature and his incarest in Bird Banding. Ha took us om
a very interesting trip to tha Arctic Circle by seans of slides. He

spoke of the wildlife seen and espacially cha birds sighted omn che way.

The Arctic Circle has great axtremes of temperature which has a great
bearing on the bird and wildlife population.

Soms of the birds he menticmed were the Aretic Tern, Woodpeckasr,
Whice=Throated Sparrow to name just a few. Our thanks go to Tomy Eor
a very interesting talk and wvish him wall as be goes back to his family
iz Canada in a fow wesks Cime. ) )

af Address

H

Anna & Andy‘¥nowlson

& Highview Close

Princes Highway

DAPTOD Ph i1 6l 6214

{J
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HOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT:

r = for our February 1983 mseting will be Armold MeGill.
= will ba to Towra Poinc Bocany Bay.
W-muum:m for January - nexr meseting 14 February
1 .

Library Books - are avallabls-for your reading over the Christmas Vacaciom.
;%mhﬂhnﬂuﬁmmmmdmunnm
forms are av la from our Sscrecary.

We are looking at tha feasability of running a bus for a day trip to

EEEE El% Gardens in Augusc 1983,
T e are terasted and are not able to attend the Chriscmas

Mesting would you pleass contact lsurie.

Fess for 1981 fall dua on January lsc 1581.

From the Presidant and Committee we wish you all a Very, Very Happy
Christmas and Very Prosperous New Year - and Good Birdiang in 1983,

FIELD TRIP -

Forcy club sasbars mat at the Cor. Calderwood and Marshall Mt BEoads
for our Hovembar ocutiang. Contiouing on for a few kilomatres wa lafc
soma of cha cars and drove a stesp road to che start of the walk
chrough che bush. Prasidemclauriewillisms lafr a copy of Graham
Pizzeay's "Flald Guide of Auscralian Birds" outside che home of Mr Col
Lavy, wvhoss property was oo part of cha Fiald Outing, as a "thank-you"
oo babalf of cha Club. It wvas unfortumare that Col was away at the
tims a8 ba has a ksen incerest in Bird observing himsalf, we would
bhave liksd to have spokan co him.

Hany spaciss of birds ware ocbssrved during the walk - Eastern Rosalla,
Sctriated Pardalota, Yallow Robdn, Browm Warblar, Whipbird to name just
a few. A sighting was mada of the lovaly Golden Whistler.

Wa scopped for lunch under am old Morertom Bay Figtree, which gave
planty of shade from che hot sun. Arriving back at chea cars aboutr
2.3pm, va than dacidad to drive to a lake pear Albiom Park Show-
ground to look at some ducks. A sighting was made of cha Frecklad
Duck and the Mountain Duck which was rather good. It was a post en-

joyabla day even chough the weather wvas very varm. Inm all 521 birds
vars Tecordad.



= NEAR = OCTOBER IND - &

Our family camp vas held on the proparty of the Boag's - "Paddy's River”
What a lovely place to stay, wa camped on the banks of the Paddy's River.
e shared the campeita with a coupla of Rad-Bellied Black Soakes. Mosc

of the members arriwed on the Friday night and settled in for a good
weekend of bird-watching.

The aights were cold but a good campfire kapt us warm. Saturday saw us
walkiog along the tiver to £ind a place to croes to the other side.

Once across wve walked along a path around a rocky outcrop above tha river.
96 species of birds were sighted over tha weakand:

Rufous Em;h:ﬁ. Whice-ballisd Cuckoo Shrike, Yallow-billad Spoombill,
Stubble Quail, Maskad Plover, Flams Robin, Diamond Firetail to namas a
faw. Sunday saw us headed in anothar directiom across this vast proparty
sighting a Chipese Oven built ocut of rocks found on tha proparty.

However, wa couldn't find out much about this oven, which is still im
good condicion.

During the afterncon we had a visic from Bob and Mre Boag vho told us
of the history of the property. A pressntatiom of a plate and tha
Readers' Digest Book of Australiam Birds, was made to the Boag's on
behalf of the Club. Bob toock us om a visit to a cave on the proparty
to show us soms aboriginal paincings. Monday sorning we walked across
a ploughed field to the other end of the property wvhers we sighted somms
Eangaroos .

By mid afternoocm we packed all che gear ready for the journay homs.
Our thanks go to Mr & Mrs Bob Boag for allowing us to camp ou their
property.

()
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THE BIRDS OF COOTAMUNDRA

On cha weakand of 25 & 16 September, Earry, her cousin, Geoff and myself
umdertook & very exciting crip to Cootammdra. Gaoff, who once lived in
the town, spoke of che sbundance of tha Superb Parrot 1in the area.
Making our basa at the Cootammdra Caravan Park, [ wenr out to che
Jindalae Stata Forwst early om the Saturday somming. Sightings of the
Blus—faced Homeyeatar, RLad Wattlebird, Whice-plumad Honayeactsr, Eastarn
Rosalla, (both wery commom in the area), Lirrla Friarbird, and Whice-winged
Choughs wvere mads.

Picking uwp Geoff from che Carsvan Park, wve went o meet Alex Hansom,
himsalf & keen birdwatcher. Whilst talking £o his several Superbh Parrota
mmm-mutwrmuhm'n.mmmn
wa wars standing. Noting soma of the places he spoke of i{n the area we
decided to sxplors them for cursalves. The first was Greenhills farm,
consisting of lighetly ctisbared, gently indulating hills and a few rmning
eramks. Many varistiss of birds abounded in the area, to name a few;
Rastless Flycatcher, Diamond Firetails, Tree Martins, Southern Whitafaca,
Red-Capped Robin. Dus mainly to the large number of rabbits in the area
many birds of prey flew overhsad. We sighted a pair of Lictls Eaglas,
Whistling Kite, several Brown Goshawks and three Hankeen Kestrels. The
sacond spot was the Cowcumbla Dam wheara we observed some Suparb Parrots,
and a huge flock of Whice-Browed Woodswallows. Many species were seen
at the Dam icself. Amonch them, Goldfinches, Darcers, Black-fromted
Doccarels to nama some of chem.

Arriving back in town towards eveming, [ saw my first Blackbird which
is common in tha towm gardens

Naxt day saw us at che Bathungra Ressewoir , sighting Dusky Woodswallows
snd & Brown Falconm. .

At the Dam wers Musk Ducks, Hoary-headed Grabas, and a group of Fairy
Martins building nests under a ledge oan the Dam wall.

Moving on to Gardeners Lookout, noting several huge boulders sicting
precariously on top of a hill said co be the former haunt of a bushranger.
As it was quita hot when we arrived, not many birds were sesn but a
sigheing of the Cresced Shrike-tit, Golden-bromsze Cuckoo, and a Wedge—
tailed eagle made our day. Both the Black-backed and White-backed Magpis
ars in Il:hl area, the former is more pradominanc. .
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The Birds of Cootammdra =~ (Comtimued)

Eighty-one species of birds were sighted in the area over the weakand,
one place which is well worth a visit for the birdwatcher evem Lf only
for a veakand.

Chris and Kerry Chafer.

lﬂlmnﬂﬂhtmm:!uu Forest on Thursday,

21 October 1982 to sat up Camp in a clasred arsa adjacent to a dam
which provided soma water for us, about l km imsids the forest, for the
rest of tha group to follow.

The weathar was hot and sunny each day vith cool anighta, axcept for
aarly to mid Saturday morning when the wind blew very stromgly.

The area covered was in the South-East sectiom of tha forest and extended
inro the nearby Beddin Mts . Natl.Park. What a diffarence cha place

was wvhen wve saw it last at Easter cime.0rass has DeCORe yery poor dus

to a long dry spell. The lovely Red-Capped Robin and Rainbow Bes—~saters
were found in many aress, &8 wvas tha "hice-Broved Babbler.

A Dam six km.from che csmpsite was a very popular place for samy birds
and Eangaroos that cama in to driok.

Many of tha Club mambears went to this dam on many occasioms to mpot a
great variscy of birds some of which wers: Black Homeyeater, Turquoise
Parrot, Eastern Hosella, Peaceful Dove, MallesRingneck to name a few and
just bafors we lafr a White-backed Swallow appearsd. In all, 108 sapaciess
were recordad for the wesksnd. The camp broke up on Monday, and by
lunchtime most had left afcer a very enjovable camp,

()
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